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INTRODUCTORY. 


To  oi'.c  own  neighborhood  has  been  the  theater 

• --O'  i r"ii'.imnt  in  the  nation’s  annals,  the  history 

• ■ . , ; . die  most  interesting  of  all  hi.story.  To 

....  ni.ition  of  stirring  incidents  is  added  the 

. ii.:rm  of  iheir  h,i\  i.ng  occurred  on  familiar  ground.  The 
r:\er  lias  an  mtercst  iiule[)endent  ot  it-)  grand.i.-ur  and 
(le.r.iiN  lo  one  ivho  know',  how  it  lias  ailecied  the  < ourse 
.)•  i-.eiu>  along  its  banks  for  centuries,  determining  the 
location,  first  of  the  Indian’s  hamlet  and  then  of  the  white 
man’.',  village;  the  route,  first  of  the  red  warrior’s  trail  and 
ag.iin  of  a far-reaching  traffic  that  the  greatest  jiowers  ot 
Kur<'|<e  fought  to  control;  the  site,  now  of  the  frontier 
forrrc'.s  and  anon  of  the  farmer’s  clearing;  the  place 
where  armies  maneuvered  anti  scalping  parties  crouched 
m amlni'.i  ,ule. 

The  road  that  has  been  traveled  unthinkingly  for  years 
I-,  invested  with  a new  interest  if  found  to  have  traversed 
an  Indian  trail.  The  field  where  one  has  harvested  but 
grain  or  fruit  for  manv  a season,  brings  forth  a crop  of 
as.^ociations  and  ideas  when  it  is  understood  that  it  was 
the  scene  of  one  of  those  sanguinary  conflicts  in  which 
the  land  was  redeemed  from  savagery  and  the  character 
of  its  civilization  determined.  The  people  will  look  with 
a heightened  and  more  intelligent  interest  upon  ancient 
buildings  in  their  midst,  although  venerated  by  them  they 
hardly  know  why,  when  they  read  the  authentic  record 
of  events  with  which  these  monuments  of  the  past  are 
a.«sociated.  The  annals  of  a region  so  famous  in  legend 
and  record  as  that  of  which  these  pages  treat  give  it  a 
new  and  powerful  element  of  interest  for  its  inhabitants, 
and  strengthen  that  miniature  but  admirable  patriotism 
which  consists  in  the  love  of  one’s  own  localit)’. 

It  has  heretofore  been  posrftde  for  the  scholar,  with 
leisure  and  a comprehensive  library,  to  trace  out  the 
written  history  of  his  county  by  patient  research  among 
voluminous  government  documents  and  manv  volumes, 
sometimes  old  and  scarce  ; but  these  sources  of  informa- 
tion and  the  time  to  study  them  are  not  at  the  command 
of  most  of  those  who  are  intelligently  interested  in  local 
history,  and  there  are  many  unpublisiied  facts  to  be 
rescued  from  the  failing  niemorie.s  of  tiie  oldest  residents, 
who  would  soon  liave  carried  their  information  with  ihem 
to  the  gra\e  ; and  others  to  he  obtained  from  the  citizens 
best  informed  in  regard  to  the  various  intere-ts  and  insti- 
tutions of  the  county  winch  should  be  treated  of  in  giv- 
ing its  histcr}-. 

This  sen  ice  of  research  and  compilation,  which  verv 
few  could  have  undertaken  for  themselves,  the  pulili'hers 
of  this  work  have  j>erformed,  and  while  a few  unimport- 
ant mistakes  nviy  doubtless  be  fouml  in  sin.h  a ninUitude 
ot  iletaiis,  in  suite  of  the  care  ewrci'cd  in  the  piauim  tion 
of  t’le  work. — including  r\pographical  ernms  like  the 
jirinting  ot  i;6S  for  i6jS  in  the  first  column  of  page  56  — 

■ the  publishers  .stii!  conlhlcntly  jirc'i-iit  thi^  re.'.ult  of  ni.uiv 
m.mth.s’  labor  IS  a true  am!  orth.-'h'  na.rr.st e of  all  the 
i''  i;r.ts  ill  ihe  Ic'Cory  ui  t'.e  1 .lurity  winch  were  of  suiV’n.-ient 
interest  to  merit  Mich  ord.. 

Undc'  the  sway  of  cause  and  elfcet,  hi.-^torii-  event' 
cannot  stand  ahuie — tirey  form  an  iml.r..lvin  < Inhn.  Tite 
hisvi'i'v  ot  so  iiinitv’t!  a t.Ti  t ir’  as  ,i  conniv  in  N.-w  \’oik 


■>> 

has  its  roots  not  onlvin  tviiMie  times  l,ui  m .h-:.iri  ! .,nN. 
and  can  not  be  justly  written,  witlio  it  goina  far  ond  tin; 
county  limits  for  som.e  of  it'  most  .;ss.„-n-.iai  f,;<  ts.  N-.r 
can  such  a coiintv  hisior',  b-.-  n,;'h:rsi.)  )(l  in  its  due  rel.i- 
tion  without  a historical  r-.-.  lew  o:'  at  leas:  rPe  State  in 
which  the  county  is  .1  p.-.rt  ; tu-nce  w.-  feci  tit  .r  in  an  ina 
such  an  o.iiline  we  ha\e  been  nuKe  faititfnl  t..  ri.e  m.ca: 
purpose  of  th.e  work,  while  we  ha\e  added  an  elcnu;;'.:  of 
inde[)emlent  intere.st  and  \'.ilinr. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  the  present  geograi>hic.,l  r.'in.-' 
are  often  used  in  the  brllowing  page.s  as  though  dating 
frmn  the  earliest  times.  One  who  reads  of  events 
transpiring  in  the  town  of  Cambria  which  occurred  loua 
before  a town  of  Cambria  was  thought  of,  will  re.idilv 
understand  "that  the  present  name  is  used  to  avoid,  the 
needless  circumlocution  involved  in  repeating  “ what  i< 
now  the  town  of  Cambria,”  etc. 

In  the  pre[iaration  of  this  volume  the  standard  works 
embracing  the  history  of  this  frontier  have  been  consulted 
besides  many  original  sources  of  information.  We  havr 
drawn  freely  from  that  great  historic  fount,  tlie  Docc.- 
m’ents  Relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  Xew  York, 
often  reproducing  their  quaint  spelling  and  phraseology, 
the  more  perfectly  to  retain  the  flavor  of  the  times  in 
which  they  were  written. 

While  we  have  in  a few  cases  failed  of  the  co-oper  iticn 
which  it  was  reasonable  to  e.vpect  in  the  obtaining  of 
needed  facts  from  individuals,  we  have  generally  found 
the  possessors  of  desirable  knowledge  ready  androiirteous 
in  imparting  it,  and  many  h.ave  signali-y  aided  us.  among 
whom  may  be  named  Hon.  Sullivan  Ca\erno.  Marcus 
Moses,  Rev.  E.  P.  Marvin,  L.  J.  MeParlin,  Dr  W. 
Tryon,  Claudius  L.  Hoag,  Luther  Forsyth,  Mrs.  James 
Coodrich, Ezra  Warren,  P.enoni  Edwards,  Dr.  ^V.  Town- 
send and  Miss  Adeliza  Griswold,  of  the  city  and  ro'.vn  of 
Lockport;  Albert  H.  Porter,  A.  Porter.  Judge  T.  G.  Hu- 
lett,  C.  IT.  Piper.  Hon.  William  Pool,  .\ndrew  Murray.  S.  F. 
.Syinond",  A.  M.  Chesbrough,  J.  J.  .\nthony,  Peter  H.  Piar- 
ter,  jr.,  Samuel  Tompkins.  Colonel  John  Fisk.  O.  V. . 
Cutler,  Hon.  Peniamin  Flagler  and  F.  R.  Delano,  v...  .Ni- 
agara ; Captain  James  ^'an  Cie\e,  Charles  T.  Hutchkis  . 
P.  P.  Piiirton.  T'hoinas  P.  Scovoll.  Solomon  Gil'ett,  Dr.  '1 
Robinson  and  r>r.  Fldward  Smith,  of  Lewiston  ; S.  P.'.r x 
iiaker,  Ira  Race,  David  Purge,  I’eter  Tk>wer.  Snmic' 
Chubbuck,  P.  D.  Da\is  and  Thomas  Brighton,  of  I’oimT; 
Ca[)tain  Liulier  Wilson,  .Mr'.  Sally  Holmo,  ku  ’i.ir-l  ( 
Holmes,  Alevander  Pettit,  Mrs.  Curtis  Petti;  ami  Ke\ 
^\'ard  P.  I'ickard,  of  \\  ilson;  H.  Frost.  Peter  llc".  N.* 
Huinphrev-  and  .\.  X.  Duti  her.  of  Somer'et  ; I.  ( . UF  I 
ding,  |a\  Rowe.  Lorenzo  Weiister  and  Lti’-ln-r  H.  ’ , 
Hartland  ; j.  P.  Sawyer,  A.  Freeman.  U.  ui.  t T 

l,a''ke’c.  P.  P M'lrj'hv,  and  Dr.  t,‘ole,  cf  Ro\.i;:.  n:  I' 
min  Stout  H.  .\rmstrong.  James  .McC'eow  !.  ’\i:'  ' 
and  W.  Sh.iw.  of  X'ewf.ir.e. 

field  .11  ! i urn  ; , 

mar.  P.  Turn 

()iii  .iekn';'.>  Icognu-n:-.  arc  'ih  -.>  due  to  tl'  - cd:;.  ■ ' ; 
(ounie  D.itur',  'I'';-!  d'l  .lic'  C c .m!' 
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OUTLINE  HISTORY 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 


CHAPTER  I. 


THK  .AMKRICAN  AltORIGINES DISCOVERIES  EV  EUROEEAN 

EXPLORERS — THE  OPENING  OF  COLONIZATION  AND 
TRADE. 


^ ... 

HE  American  continent,  in  its  natural  features, 
presents  a striking  and  diversified  display  of 
:i,7  resources  and  grandeurs.  Bounded  by 

of'eans;  indented  with  numerous  gulfs  and 
” bays;  intersected  and  drained  by  large 
rivers;  embracing  lakes  equal  in  extent  to  seas,  it 
affords  every  facility  for  commerce;  while  its  fer- 
tile valleys  and  extensive  plains  are  admirably  adapted  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  its  interior  is  stored  with 
minerals  of  inestimable  value.  The  magnificence  of 
mountain  scenery,  the  dashing  flood  and  deafening  roar 
of  Niagara,  the  subterranean  labyrinths  of  Mammoth 
Cave,  are  features  of  nature  which  fill  the  beholder  with 
wonder  and  ania/ement.  To  what  jieople  were  these  re- 
sources offered  and  these  grandeurs  presented  in  the 
dim  age-'  of  the  past  ? M'ith  only  the  shadowy  and  un- 
certain light  of  tradition,  little  else  than  s[)ecula.tion  can 
furnish  anything  like  a beginning  to  the  history  of  the 
aborigines  of  America,  d'he  ruins  of  cities  and  pyramids 
in  Mexico  and  Central  .\merica.  and  the  numerous 
mounds  so  common  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississi|)pi,  are 
monuments  which  j.oint  to  a [leople  more  skilled  in  arts 
and  farther  advanced  in  civilization  than  the  Indian, 
found  in  occu[>.'incy  when  the  fir-t  Icuroiieans  landed. 
Some  of  these  mountls  appear  to  have  Iteen  erected  for 
btirial  plates,  and  others  for  defence.  'I'he  remains  of 
fortiflcalions  present  evidence  of  mechanical  skill,  aiul 
no  little  di'-play  of  tn.e  knowledge  of  engineering.  Metal- 
lic implements  of  ingenious  design  and  superior  finish,, 
and  finely  tvrought  ootterv,  gla/ed  and  eolore-d,  oqu.ii  to 
tlie  best  spec  imens  of  modern  mane|,nTure,  li  ive  been 
Itnmd,  shtov  mg  a higher  degree  of  meeiiaiih  a!  skill  than 
the  Indian  has  e\«.'r  been  known  to  jiossess  Some  of 
tliese  reniain.s  have  been  fount!  tweidt  feel  or  more  below 
the  siirfca  e.  -hottme  tl-.at  lhe\  must  ii.i' e k::n  i hei''- uc i: \ 


I centuries.  All  the  investigations  of  the  antitpiarian  to 
I disco\  er  by  what  peojilc  these  mounds  were  ereeteil  luue 
! ended  in  uneertainty.  If  these  are  the  relics  of  a l(<.-'t 
people,  as  m.iny  believe  they  are,  it  seems  S(;mewhat 
probable  that  they  were  from  Egypt.  'I'heir  jiyramid-- 
and  skill  in  the  arts,  together  with  the  fact  that  human 
I bodies  have  been  found  preserved  sonK=“what  similar  to 
Egyptian  mummies,  support  this  theory.  At  an  early 
age  the  Egyptians,  who  were  noted  for  their  skill  In  na\  i- 
gation,  sailed  around  Africa,  and  made  many  oclier  \oy- 
ages,  in  some  of  which  they  may  have  reached  America. 
.\ristotle,  Plato  and  other  ancient  writers  appear  to  have 
been  aware  of  an  extensive  body  of  land  in  the  West, 
speaking  of  it  as  an  island,  greater  than  Europe  or  Afric.a. 
It  is  also  supposed  that  the  Egyptians  may  have  reached 
i America  through  Asia.  It  is  related  that  an  Asiatic 
people  emigrated  to  Egypt  and  conquered  the  Mizraim- 
j ites,  who  were  then  in  possession;  and  that  they  becanu- 
j distinguished  for  their  arts,  built  cities  and  erected  gigan- 
tic pyramids,  which  still  remain  as  eviclenf:e  of  their  skill 
I and  power.  The  Mi/.rair.iite<,  smarting  under  their 
tyrannv,  rose  against  them,  and  after  a long  struggle 
succeeded  in  driving  them  out  of  the  land.  I'licy  re- 
treated to  the  northieast,  lca\  ing  nujunds  ami  waIN  as  ;ai- 
I as  Siberia,  as  traces  of  their  passage,  and.  it  tliougiu. 
crossed  Behring’s  strait,  and  eventually  settled  m the 
?\Iissi>si{)pi  valley  and  Mexico. 

Leaving  conjecture,  in  regard  to  the  early  inhabit  mm 
of  this  continent,  it  was  found  when  first  ' is'icd  ’>>  ih.c 
whites  chat  the  Indians  !ku1  long  been  i:.  po-'C"  ' ■’! 
'I'heir  personal  .tppcarance,  language  and  custon:-'  okiin.v 
indicated  a distinct  race.  There  were  many  -'.t-  . • 
difference  among  the  varimm  trilies,  but  in  many  r-  -j  ■ 
thev  bore  a resemblance  to  eacli  (jther.  Tl;e  .\-  U'  - 
Mexico  were  found  w uh.  a large  and;  ['Opulwii--  i G\ 
which  were  temples  and  palaces  aiiel  w-T  • 
ground':  while  in  the  more  nc'rtht.um  r-sgums  g , - ■_ 
rude  !rc.;  - and  -mall  lieh!  .'f  corn  were  .:b"  ' ' ■ 

in rrk.>  of  occupancy . 'I'he  tr.iditiens  ol  tlie  im 
so  dim  and  <onlbciing  as  tv>  'hud  little  i'gla  ■ 
origin.  'I'lmy  <.!);, lum'd  a sul'sc.  un>'e  < ineub.  i •• 

.oui  fii'h'.’m,  am!  were  i uuiu.u.diy  eng.'.g' d m : . ■ 
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with  each  other.  They  had  no  written  language,  no  letters  ^ 
with  uliii  h tl'.eir  words  could  be  re[)resented;  but  to 
some  ( tlu'\  I oinmunicated  tiieir  thoughts  to  onean- 

oiiu-r  1>\  liierogl\ phics:  certain  sxnibols  denoted  certain 
ideas,  and  tlU'C  uere  cither  drawn  or  painted  on  skins 
or  bir(  li  bark,  or  < hisjed  on  rocks.  ]!y  com]iaring  their 
languages  they  were  grouped  into  great  f.imilies,  some  ot 
which  containetl  man\-  tribes.  ( )t  these  tamilies  llu- 
Algonipiin  was  tlie  l.irgest,  occupying  aliout  hah  ot  that 
portion  (if  the  Tnited  States  east  of  tlie  .Mississippi  river, 
together  with  a part  of  Caniula.  The  Huron- lro([uois 
was  tlie  ne.\t  in  importance,  occupying  the  greater  part  of 
the  State  of  .Vew  York  and  the  Canadian  peninsula, 
formed  by  lakes  Ontario,  Krie  and  Huron.  They  have 
rapidly  diminished  in  numbers  from  pestilence  and  wars 
with  the  advancing  whites,  until  only  fragments  remain; 
and  their  aversion  to  civilization,  and  strong  attachment 
to  a wild  mode  of  life  make  their  extinction  inevitable. 
The  pioneer  still  advances;  railroads  are  connecting 
ocean  w'ith  ocean,  and  the  war  whoop  is  silenced  by  the 
screech  of  the  locomotive  as  it  sounds  the  death  knell  of 
the  once  proud  lords  of  a continent. 

The  discovery  of  .Vmerica  was  the  most  important 
event  of  modern  times.  For  the  honor  of  this  discovery 
several  claims  have  lieen  presented.  Welsh  historians 
have  awarded  it  to  Modoc,  a prince  of  Wales,  who  went 
to  sea  in  the  twelfth  centurv"  and  discovered  land  far  to 
the  west,  to  which  he  made  several  voyages,  but  who, 
with  alt  his  crew,  was  finally  lost.  'I'his  claim  is  founded 
on  tradition,  however,  ami  unsubstantiated.  The  Nor- 
wegians claim  disi'overy  and  settlement  on  stronger 
evidence:  Eric  emigrated  from  Iceland  to  Greenland  in  , 
9S6,  and  formed  a settlement.  Leif,  a son  of  Eric,  em- 
barked with  a crew  of  men  in  the  year  1000  on  a voyage  J 
of  discovery.  He  sailed  to  the  southwest  and  discovered 
land,  and  voyaging  along  the  coast  he  finally  entered  a j 
bay,  where  he  remained  through  the  winter,  calling  the 
region  Yineland.  In  1007  Thorfinn  sailed  from  Green- 
land to  Yineland.  .An  account  of  his  voyage  and  history 
of  the  country  is  still  extant.  Other  voyages  were  made,  j 
and  the  Anti([uarian  Society,  after  a careful  examination 
of  all  the  evidence,  including  the  geograirhy  of  the 
country  described  in  these  voyages,  do  not  hesitate  to 
locate  this  Vineland  at  the  head  of  Narragansett  Bay  in 
Rhode  Island,  d'hese  discoveries,  however,  were  so  inef- 
fectual that  nothing  was  known  in  Europe  of  land  beyond 
the  ocean  until  1492,  when  Christopher  Columbus,  believ- 
ing that  India  might  be  reached  by  sailing  westward,  was  \ 
at  hi.-5  urgent  solicitation  disjiatched  on  a voyage  of  dis- 
covery by  Ferdinand  ami  Labella,  king  and  ipieen  of 
Sjiain.  He  sailed  from  I’alos,  and  .iftei  stopping  at  tire 
Canaries,  strut  k out  ujion  the  hitherto  unknown  ot  ean, 
discovering  first  one  t>f  the  Bahama  islands;  then  pro- 
t ectling  tnwai  tl  the  stnitli  he  tlisct>\  crt.'ti  Cuba  ami  Ha\  ti, 
ami  i jlnrnetl  to  Sp.iin,  thus  opening  a highwav  over  the 
Irat  kless  .\llantic.  lie  inailc  tuher  \tjyages,  ami  in  1.J9S 
disiowred  the  lontinent  ne.ir  the  mouth  of  the  ( »rino< d 
lis’er.  1 he  tliseovery  ot  t.iml  in  the  wc-u  proinisetl  large 
profit  ->,a  mi  e\t  itisi  maritii’K-  enter  prise  throng!  unit  Is  u rope. 


Flenry  \’II.  1 tjmmiss.onctl  John  Cabtjt.  a \ enetian,  in 
1497,  to  sail  on  a voyage  ot  discovery,  and  take  posses- 
sion of  new  lamls  in  the  name  (if  England.  .Sailing  west- 
waril,  in  ctimpanv  with  his  son  .Sebastian,  he  disco\ered 
Newfoumli.intl.  .iml  u hile  tilf  the  coast  tjf  I.al.’rador  saw 
the  main-1. ind  of  .North  .\menca.  The  next  year  .'Sebas- 
tian set  sail  to  discover  a northwest  passage  to  China, 
d'he  frozen  regions  at  the  north  com|)e!led  him  to  change' 
his  cour-e.  and  sailing  toward  the  south  he  visited  vari- 
ous points  along  the  i 0.1st  as  far  as  .Albemarle  sound, 
taking  M Sa'  ' 't  1 ' if  the  whole  region  frrr  the  crown  of 
Flngland.  lohn  X'erazz  mi.  a l lorentine  in  the  service  of 
Francis  I.  of  Fr.im  e.  .irr'\ ed  on  the  co.ist  of  North  Caro- 
lina in  1524.  and  sailed  south  as  far  as  Georgia.  'Fum- 
ing north,  he  explored  the  coast  to  about  41''  north  lati- 
tude, and  entered  a harbor,  which,  from  his  descrii>tion, 
is  believed  to  have  been  New  York  Bay,  w here  he  remain- 
ed about  fifteen  days,  and  it  is  supposed  that  his  crew 
were  the  first  Europeans  that  landed  on  the  soil  of  New 
A’ork.  He  proceeded  north  as  far  as  Labrador,  giving 
to  the  whole  country  the  name  of  New  France,  which 
was  afterward  confined  to  Canada. 

Henry  Hudson,  an  FInglish  navigator,  having  failed  in 
two  expeditions  to  discover  a passage  to  the  East  Indies, 
for  a com[)any  of  I.ondon  merchants,  by  sailing  west- 
ward. offered  his  services  in  1609  to  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company  of  Holland,  which  was  formed  the  pre- 
ceding year  for  traffic  and  colonization.  Fie  left  Amster- 
dam on  the  4th  of  .April  with  a small  ship  .and  a crew  of 
about  twenty  English  and  Dutch  sailors,  and  arrived  on 
the  American  coast  near  Portland,  in  Maine,  whence  he 
proceeded  south  along  the  shore  to  the  entrance  of  Ches- 
apeake Bay.  From  this  point  he  returned  nortlrward, 
discovered  and  entered  Delaware  Bay,  and  on  the  3rd  of 
September  anchored  at  Sandy  Hook.  From  here  he 
proceeded  up  New  A'ork  Bay,  sending  his  boats  to  the 
Jersey  shore  and  receiving  on  board  the  n.'.ti\es,  who 
came  in  great  numbers  to  traffic.  On  the  12th  he  en-, 
tered  the  river  which  bears  his  name,  and  ascended  it  to 
a point  a little  above  where  the  city  of  Hudson  now- 
stands,  having  been  frequently  visited  on  the  '.vay  bv  the 
Indians,  who  came  to  traffic,  bringing  maize,  tobacco  and 
other  products  native  to  the  country.  To  tnem  he  im- 
parted a knowledge  of  the  effects  of  rum,  to  the  drinkine 
of  which  in  later  years  thev  became  gre.ttly  a'ldicted. 
Not  considering  it  safe  to  proceed  farther  witli  his  ship, 
he  sent  a boat  with  a part  of  his  c rew  to  evplcre  the 
river  higher  iqi.  It  is  supiiosctl  that  they  went  a little 
above  Albany.  On  the  agti  he  commenced  to  dcsccm.! 
the  river.  When  a little  below  the  Highl.iuL. 
Indians  made  several  attempts  m .ittack  h.is  crew,  who, 
in  repulsing  their  atiac  ks.  shot  ten  i ir  tw  elve  of  their  num- 
ber. De.'Cending  into  the  bav  he  immedi.itelv  mailed  tor 
Europe.  Five  following  ve.ar  lie  tuade  a vov  .me  for  tin 
discmerv  o:  iionhwi.  l p.;  0 !:  ■ , 

ed  .lUvl  cut . V ! ; r ■ o,n  wl  u ii  : ■ 

ing  ids  scan  h too  long,  lie  w.ts  comiielled  to  rein.un 
through  the  winter.  In  the  spring  jiart  of  hi'  1 r.w 
mutinied,  pv!  iiim  in  .i  bo.O.  together  with  hi-,  son  . ' ' 
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seven  (.i!kts,  ami  left  tliein  to  perish.  In  1607  Samuel 
' Champ!. lin.  a I ren<  h navigator,  aseendeil  the  St.  I.aw- 

J rem  e ri'.  er.  e\[(h. ring  its  tributaries;  and  on  tile  gtli  of 

^ July  dis<  overed  the  lake  whi(  h bears  his  name.  Hence 

; three  nations,  Holland.  France  and  Kngland,  found- 

, jii^r  their  titles  upon  discovery,  claimed  ownership  in  a. 

‘ region  a p.irt  o4‘  which  lies  within  the  limits  of  the  State 

ot  Ne"  ^ ‘ uk. 

The  a'  I iiunis  given  bv  Hudson  of  his  discoveries  stim- 
ulated the  Dull  li  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages 
that  miglit  be  gained  by  trading  with  the  Indians,  and 
accordingly  in  tint  following  year  anotlier  vessel  vvas  sent 
out  to  engage  in  the  fur  trade  on  the  lianks  of  the  river 
he  had  di'i  overed. 

1 In  ini  j two  more  vessels  were  fitted  out  by  Hendrick 

Chri'tiansen  and  .Adrian  lilock,  which  were  soon  followed 
by  others.  The  fur  trade  jiroving  successful,  Christiansen 
vvas  apjiointed  agent  of  the  traffic,  and  .Manhattan  Island 
m.ide  the  v hief  depot.  He  erected  a small  fort  and  a few 
i rude  buildings  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  island, 

' calling  the  place  New  Amsterdam.  The  island  was 

' covered  wiith  giant  forest  trees  and  dense  thickets,  which 

Served  as  hiding  places  for  re[)tiles  and  wild  beasts.  In 
1614  the  States  General  granted  a charter  to  the  mer- 
’ chants  engaged  in  these  expeditions,  conferring  the  ex- 

clusive righ.t  of  trade  in  this  new  territory,  between  the 
■ 40th  and  45th  parallels  of  north  latitude,  for  four  years, 

and  giving  the  name  of  New  Netherlands  to  the  whole 
f region.  The  trade  flourished,  and  had  become  so  profit- 

able at  the  expiration  of  the  charter  that  the  States  Gen- 
f eral  refused  to  renew  it,  giving  instead  a special  license 

: for  its  temporary  continuance. 

In  the  meantime  the  surrounding  country  was  being 
explored.  .Adrian  lilock  had  passed  up  the  East  river. 
Long  Island  sound  and  Connecticut  river,  and  into  the 
bays  and  along  the  islands  eastward  to  Cape  Cod.  Cor- 
nelissen  Jacobsen  May  had  explored  the  southern  coast 
of  Long  Lland  and  southward  to  L>elavvare  Bay.  while 
Hendrick  Christiansen  had  ascended  the  Hudson  river  to 
Castle  Island,  a few  miles  below  Albany,  where  he  had 
established  a trading  post  and  erected  a small  fort.  This 
fort  was  so  much  damaged  by  a flood  that  it  vvas  removed 
to  the  Normans-kill,  a little  below.  Here  a council  vvas 
held  between  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  hive  Nations 
and  tile  rciiresentatives  of  the  Nevv  Netherlands,  and  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  peace  was  formed. 

In  i6eo  James  I.  granted  to  Ferdinando  Gorges  and 
his  commercial  associates  all  the  'land  between  the  for- 
tieth and  fnrty-eighth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  ex- 
tending from  ocean  to  ocean.  Captain  Dernier,  in  the 
servil  e of  Gorges,  appeared  at  Manhattan,  and  laid  claim 
to  ail  tile  territory  occupied  b)’  the  Dutch.  'I'he-  Fingiish 
cmb.issador  at  the  Dutch  capital  had  been  instructeil  to 
remonstr.iie  against  Dutcli  intrusion,  but  it  seems  his  re- 
iiK  uistr.iiii  e w.is  vvitiiout  ellect:  for  in  ibei  nte  .'states 
t’l.ner.il  gr.mted  a new  ihaiter  to  the  Dutch,  West  India 
Coiiijianv,  an  armed  mercantile  assoc  iation,  giving  them 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  province  of  New  Netlier- 
l.iiids  lor  twc'iily  V e.irs,  with  powcT  to  aj'point  uovernors. 


I subject  to  the  approval  of  the  States;  to  colonize  the  ter- 

( ritory  and  administer  justice.  The  executive  mana., - 

ment  vvas  intrusted  to  a board  of  director.^:,  distributed 
through  five  scgiarate  chambers  in  the  cities  of  Holland. 
'I’he  charge  of  the  province  had  been  assigned  to  the 
.Amsterdam  chamber,  which  sent  out  a vessel  in  i6jg. 
under  the  direction  of  Cajitair.  May  and  .Adrien  Joriszen 
j Tienpont,  with  thirty  families  for  colonization.  .A  portion 
of  these  settled  on  the  Connecticut  river,  and  otliers  as 
far  up  the  Hudson  as  the  present  city  of  .Albanv,  vvherc 
they  built  Fort  Orange.  .A  fort  was  also  erected  on  ihe 
Delaware  river,  near  Gloucester,  and  called  Fort  Nassau. 
'I'heir  number  was  shortly  after  augmented  l.iy  other  ac- 
cessions, and  colonization  fairly  commenced.  In  Mav, 
1626,  Peter  .Minuic  arrived  at  New  Netheriand.>  as  Direi- 
tor-General  or  Governor  of  the  prov  ince.  He  juin  hascvl 
the  whole  of  Manhattan  Island  of  the  Indians  for  trinket-' 
the  value  of  ;$24.  Friendly  courtesies  were  then  exc  liang- 
ed  with  the  Plymouth  colony,  and  a brisk  and  profitable- 
trade  in  furs  vvas  carried  on. 


CHAPTER  II. 


TtlK  DUTCH  KEGl.MK  IN  NEVV  YOKE KIVTI  CTAI.MS  I'l 

THE  ENDI.ISH THE  E.Vl  l ER  I’KEV.AII  . 


O encourage  immigration,  m 1029  an  ordinance 
> vvas  adopted,  granting  to  anv  member  of  the 
' ■ company  vvho  within  four  years  shoiild  plant 

a colony  of  fifty  perspns,  upward  of  fifteen 
years  old,  the  privilege  of  selecting  a tract  ivf 
land  sixteen  miles  in  length,  on  any  navigable 
' stream,  and  inland  as  far  as  he  shouLi  choose,  vvitli 

the  title  of  Patroon,  denoting  something  lordly  in  rank 
and  means.  'I'he  Patroons  on  their  part  were  to  luiv  lU 
the  Indians  the  right  to  the  lands  selected,  maintain  .i 
minister  and  school-master,  and  pay  duty  on  ti-.'-de  carried, 
on  bv  them  ; but  the  company  reserved  die  '-xcl-.i-ive 
right  to  the  fur  trade,  wliich  vvas  becoming  extensive  ind. 
attracting  dealers  from  the  banks  of  the  -''t.  1 .awreiice. 
Several  av.iiled  themselves  of  this  privilege,  amuiig  win  111 
were  Michael  Pauw  and  Killian  A -m  Rens^e!.ler.  tin 
former  securing  Staten  Island  and  a large  tract  on  th.c  jer- 
sev  shore,  and  the  latter  a large  tract  on  the  H id-i'n  r-ver. 
now  the  countie.s  of  .Albany  and  Rensselaer.  .Mtluniuh  ;!u- 
Patroons  were  excluded  in  their  clvarter  bv  the  imn’,  an;, 
from  ]Kirticipating  in  the  fur  trade,  their  micricrvi'i  -■ 
brought  on  a contrcjversy,  and  .Minuit.  w !\o  it  uv,'  iw.  ■_  •. 
favored  their  pretensions,  was  recalled.  I lie  ve"c|  m 
wliich  lie  sailed  v as  detained  hv  tlic  l-higli'li  .lutii  're-.- 
at  i’b,  uioiiih.  I'll  the  i'i.ir.,c  tli-it  1',.  " 
taiiu  (I  her  I .‘’-g  ) in  tciriinry  .'Ubp  ■ i c 1 
thus  the  respective  ilainis  of  the  Etvahsli  .m  • I' 
the  title  of  New  Nellieri.uius  vw-re  again  i I'l  1 hi  •. 
tinii.  The  Itutch.  reli-;d  on  th.e  dis,  , ivcru  ' u. 
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Hiulsfjn,  and  their  iinmeriiatc  ornipatlun,  ratified  !)V 
cliarter  ; and  tlie  I'.n^li>hon  the  prior  di'i  overy  i>\  ( 'allot 
and  til'.’  ^rant  of  jame>  I.,  covermu'  the  tt;rntor\.  No 
final  -ettleiiient  heina  i»y-tained,  the  (jite't’or;  -.vis  lieter- 
reti  ; and  in  April.  lO  t pUdater  \ in  'I'v.  iiler  irri\ ed  at 
\. ’.V  Xni'o  rd  im  a'  ’!;e  ncv.  [ >!rei  tor-(  icr-  .al.  l'rinein;a 
nail  ! . s ; i;  • I ■ I t llo_.rdu>.  a < i(,-r,vman.  Adam  Roe- 
’.avi'vii.  die  fir-t  m 1. 1 miI  master  to  the  < i>lony,  and  a small 
mil!t.ir\'  foice,  willi  which  he  siili'.c<juent!y  maile  eonsiil- 
eralile  ili"plas.  .Soon  after  assuming  the  government,  lie 
directed  Jacoh  Van  Corlaer  to  purchase  a tract  of  land 
tif  the  Indians  on  the  Connecticut  river,  near  the  present 
titvof  Hartford.  'I'he  English  colonies  earnestly  remon- 
strated against  this  invasion  of  their  territory,  but  without 
effect,  'file  I’lymouth  colony  secured  a tract  of  the  In- 
dians at  \\  indsor,  and  sent  Lieutenant  William  Holmes 
with  a force  to  take  i)o>session  and  commence  a settle- 
ment. Van  Corlaer  being  unable  to  opjiose  them  with 
any  effect,  Van  Twiller  sent  a force  of  soldiers  to  dis- 
perse them.  The  courage  of  the  Hutch  commander 
forsook  him  on  perceiving  that  they  were  prepared  to 
meet  him,  and  he  refrained  from  trying  to  dislodge  them. 
Better  success,  however,  attended  him  in  an  expedition 
against  the  Virginia  colonists.  A band  of  these,  under  the 
lead  of  George  Holmes,  had  taken  possession  of  Fort 
Nassau  on  the  Delaware  river.  Van  Twiller  immediately 
sent  a force  there,  which  ca[)tured  and  brought  them  as 
prisoners  to  Fort  .Amsterdam.  During  his  administra- 
tion, Jacob  Felkins,  who  had  formerly  been  an  agent  for 
the  company  at  Fort  Orange,  arrived  at  Manhattan  as 
supercargo  of  an  English  vessel  engaged  in  the  fur  trade. 
Van  Twiller  refused  to  let  him  proceed  without  a license 
from  the  company,  which  Eelkins  declined  to  present  ; but 
claiming  a right  to  trade  with  the  Indians  as  an  English- 
man, to  whom  the  territory  belonged,  he  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  Fort  Orange,  in  defiance  of  the  governor, 
and  commenced  trading  with  them.  Van  Tv.  iller,  in 
great  indignation,  disjiatched  a force  after  him,  which 
took  possession  of  his  wares,  and  bringing  his  vessel  back, 
sent  it  out  to  sea.  He  was  so  mindful  of  his  own  inter- 
ests that  he  became  the  wealthiest  land-holder  in  the  prov- 
ince. Vehemently  passionate,  he  became  involved  in  a 
bitter  <piarrel  with  Bogardus,  the  clergyman,  and  with 
Van  Dinklagcn,  a member  of  his  council.  The  latter 
had  very  justly  complained  of  his  rapacity,  for  vhidi  he 
sent  him  a [iri.soner  to  Holland,  on  a charge  of  contuma- 
cy. His  corruiition  and  inco.mpetency  to  govern  becom- 
ing .apparent,  he  was  recalled,  and  AVilliam  Rieft,  in  163S, 
succeeded  him  in  the  government  of  the  colony. 

The  compiany  in  the  following  year  obtained  a new 
(barter,  limiting  the  I’atroons  t(j  four  miles  on  the  rivers 
and  eight  inland.  ( >ther  efforts  were  made  to  eri< our.me 
immigration.  Settlements  were  extending  in  all  direc- 
tion>.  and  Mn-  pno-nie  was  ripullv  t;l'';i-_-  uo), 
iaiiis.  The  go;  ^ rm-r.  hi 'V  e;  ■ r,  m-O  ; 

in  pn>motmg  the  i.ru-iperiii.  oi  liie  i oiou;  v,  i'.  ihe  . j - 
portiinities  presented,  became  inviilved  in  diffi<  ultics 
with  (he  Engli■^h  settlemeiii  am!  'In.-  boring  Imi'.in 

Iniie',  uiiiih  lin.iiA  :ia-  ■•■I  • il; 


extirpation.  I!y  injudii  ioiis  management  and  < ruelty  to 
the  Indians,  they  uere  im  ited  to  revenge  and  relentless 
w.ir  on  the  whites.  robbery  having  been  committed, 
a tribe  ot  Indi.iiis.  though  innocent,  vvere  suspected:  and 
Kiett  .<eni  an  .irmed  fon  e again>l  them,  killing  sever.d  taf 
tlieir  number  and  destr'jying  their  projierty.  'I'he  In- 
dians retaliated  for  this  unprovoked  attack  by  mtirdering 
some  settlers  and  burning  their  buildings.  The  thiefs 
refused  to  give  satisfaction  for  these  outrages,  and  Rieft 
resolved  on  a war  against  them.  .\n  Indian,  whose  uncle 
had  been  killed  by  the  whites  a number  of  years  before, 
vowed  revenge,  and  killed  a Dutchman  at  .Manhatt.m. 
Rieft  sent  a fon  e against  his  tribe,  with  orders  to  exter- 
minate them.  Seeing  their  danger,  they  sued  for  peace. 
Before  the  terms  of  a treaty  had  been  agreed  upon,  a 
warrior,  w ho  had  lieen  m.ade  drunk  and  then  robbed  by 
the  whites,  upon  recovering  his  senses  killed  two  of  the 
Dutch.  Just  at  this  time  the  river  Indians,  in  a conflict 
with  the  Mohawks,  were  compelled  to  take  refuge  on  the 
Hudson  opposite  .Manhattan,  and  solicit  protection  from 
their  enemies  ; but  instead  of  its  being  granted,  a party- 
under  the  sanction  of  Rieft,  and  against  the  remonstrance 
of  the  best  citizens,  went  over  to  massacre  them.  'I'his 
wicked  and  inhuman  outrage  was  perpetrated  at  midnight, 
and  nearly  a hundred  of  these  helpless  amj  unsusjiecting 
fugitives  were  murdered,  or  driven  into  the  river  to 
perish.  \ desperate  and  bloody  war  was  the  result. 
'Lhe  neighboring  tribes  joined  to  avenge  this  outr.ige. 
The  dwellings  of  the  settlers  were  burned,  their  fields 
desolated,  and  tliemielves  shot  by  their  lurking  foes. 
Their  settlements  were  attacked  in  every  direction,  and 
terror,  despair  and  death  prevailed.  Captain  John  Under- 
hill, who  had  gained  some  notoriety  in  Indian  warfare, 
was  appointed  to  command  the  forces  of  the  colonists. 
He  finally  succeeded  in  b^-inging  the  Indians  to  submis- 
sion, and  in  1645  a treaty  of  peace  was  concluded.  .Kn 
earnest  appeal  was  made  for  the  recall  of  Rieft,  who  had 
been  the  cause  of  thi>  calamitous  war.  The  re([uest 
was  favorably  received,  and  Peter  Stuyvesant,  ■ .10 
was  ajipointed  to  succeed  him.  took  charge  of  the  govern- 
ment .May  iith,  1647.  He  had  been  in  the  service  of  the 
company  as  Director-tieneral  of  Curacoa.  The  contro- 
versy between  the  Dutch  and  English  settlements  still 
continuing,  arbitr.itors  were  appointed  to  adjust  their 
claims.  'I'he  eastern  jiait  of  Long  Island  was  assigned  to 
tne  English.  .\  line  was  specified  for  the  boundary 
between  the  Connecticut  and  New  Neth.erland  colonic.', 
but  it  was  unsatisfactory  to  the  Dutch.  In  165a  a muni- 
cipal  government  was  established  for  .'vl.inhartan.  con- 
sisting of  a revenue  agent,  to  be  appointed  by  the  < mn- 
panv,  ami  two  burgomasters  and  five  inferior  mag’-tr  Ui-s. 
to  be  del  ted  by  the  people,  and  to  have  jurisdii  :i.in  in 
capita!  cases.  'I'lie  .''wedes  since  the  early  part  of  Ri>.fi's 
idmlnist r.ition  h.n!  been  cncroa<  hmg  upon  the  Duti  h 
'eriit  c'v  ici  ■ ^ 1 ui.n,  .re;  and  Siuyve  ant.  bv  ■ n;  > 
tile  I . ■ •:  .a'ui't  them  will  :in  anm.d  n-  . 

recapiiired  the  forts,  and  resumed  po"essinn  of  il  . 
lerritorv.  \\'hi!e  on  this  expedition,  one  ot  tlie  Imli.in 
: . i .rin'i'.  ! v .;  •e! tier,  the  s.'.vaaes  atuie.ired  .1! 
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M inli.iitm  in  < anoes,  killed  the  offender,  an.l  < ro^sin,^'  to 
, t,  r-,  v 'li>>re  .uui  Staten  Eland,  began  krlliiv,^  inlier 
„ .ind  de^l.roving  their  property.  Suiwe-.int  rc- 

.nnl  b\  < om-iliatory  measures  re.^tored  j-eai  e. 

Ill  1004  diaries  II.  of  England,  regardless  of  thechmns 
tlie  Ihiteh  to  New  Netherlands,  granted  to  his  brother, 
Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  afterward  James  II.,  the 
\»!n<le  eountry  from  the  Connecticut  to  the  Delaware, 
including  the  entire  Dutch  possessions.  A fleet  was  sent 
jiut  bv  the  Duke  under  Colonel  Richard  Nic  hols,  to 
i-nfon  e his  c laim  and  take  jiossession  of  the  Dutch  soi- 
tlcmeiits.  Arriving  in  the  bay  he  demanded  a^urremb  r, 
uiii.  h Stuyvesant  at  first  indignantly  refused:  but  be- 
c .n!-.e  of  the  unwillingness  of  tlic  colc^nisr.i  to  fight  in  his 
defense  and  of  their  insisting  ujion  capitulation,  together 
with  the  favorable  nature  of  the  terms  offered,  he  was 
indue  ed  to  yield,  and  on  the  3d  of  Sejitetnber,  1664.  the 
province  was  surrendered,  and  the  government  of  the 
colony  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  The  names 
New  Netherlands  and  New  Amsterdam  were  changed  to 
New  York,  and  Fort  Orange  to  Albany.  It  is  supposed 
that  at  this  time  the  province  contained  about  si.\  thou- 
sand inhabitants.  Soon  after  the  surrender  the  Duke 
conveyed  to  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret  what 
now  constitutes  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  over  which  a 
separate  proprietary  government  was  established.  In 
1682  William  Penn  purchased  the  settlements  on  the 
I felaware,  which  were  anne-Ked  to  Pennsylvania.  Nichols, 
who  became  governor,  devoted  much  time  to  confirming 
grants  under  the  Dutch  government  by  issuing  new  ones, 
and  thus  making  a heavy  expense  to  the  land-owners. 

He  changed  the  form  of  the  municipal  government  of 
New  York  June  12th,  1666,  by  granting  a city  charter, 
placing  the  executive  power  in  the  hands  of  a mayor,  i 
aldermen  and  sheriff,  all  to  be  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor. An  invasion  from  Holland  had  been  feared,  and  | 

preparations  for  defense  had  incurred  an  increase  of  I 

taxation,  of  which  the  colony  greatly  complained,  in  con- 
secpience  of  which  Nichols  resigned  his  office  in  166S, 
and  Colonel  Francis  Lovelace  was  appointed  to  succeed  ' 
him.  Holland  being  involved  in  a war  with  England,  an 
opportunity  was  presented  for  the  Dutch  to  regain  their 
h>nt  possessions  in  America,  and  for  that  purpose  thev 
^e^t  out  a sipiadron,  which  anchored  at  Staten  Island 
jiily  30th,  1673.  'Fhe  fort  at  New  York  was  in  charge  of  ' 
i ijit.iin  John.  Manning,  who  treacherously  surrendered 
witluuil  making  any  effort  to  resist.  The  citv  was  again 
m the  possession  of  the  Dutch,  and  Captain  Anthonv 
S io\c  in  command  of  the  province.  Manning  was  after- 
■>^.trd  tp.e(.l  and  convicted  by  court-martial  of  couardice 
ami  treachery,  and  adjudged  to  have  his  sword  broken 
over  his  head  in  front  of  the  City  Hall,  and  to  be  in- 
> ipa.  itatcd  trom  holding  any  oft'ice.  I'ndcr  Clove  the 
I bill  h cbiims  to  the  jirovince  were  reasserted,  and  prep- 
aiMtiuiis  m;idc  lor  a vigorous  defense  in  (.mo  of  an  at- 
tcm)it  on  the  part  of  the  Knglisli  for  its  leiai-liuv  : Imt 
b\  die  provisions  ot  a peace  concluded  February  «gth, 
i(»74.  the  province  reverted  to  the  English.  To  silence 
all  t (intrviv cr>y  respecting  his  claims,  the  Duke  of  York 


obtained  a new  patent  from  the  King  to  confirm  the  i.i.,- 
granted  in  ibOg,  and  commissioned  Major  Ldnmml 
.Vndros  as  governor.  His  arbitrary  cour-.e  made  b.> 
.ulimui'tr.ition  verv'  unpopubir.  He  endeavtired  to  ex- 
tend hi>  j insdir  iion  to  the  Connecticut  river,  but  hi> 
claims  w ere  stoutly  resisted  by  the  people  of  that  prov am  e, 
and  he  I'lnally  ((included  to  ab:indon  the  design.  He 
(piarreled  wiili  and  di-puted  the  right  of  Philip  Carteret, 
whio  .tdiuini'lered  the  government  of  East  Jers>;v,  arre^t- 
ing  and  bringing  him  ]irisoner  t(j  New  York.  For  thm 
.u  t the  piwprielorM  of  the  New  Jersey  government  ]. re- 
ferred ch.irges  against  him,  which  he  was  summoned  t.i 
l.ngl.md  to  answer.  He  returned,  to  continue  his  cip- 
pressious,  but  the  resistance  of  the  peoiile  against  him  w.m 
so  strong  that  he  was  recalled,  and  'Fhomas  D(.ngan 
ap[)ointed  a.s  his  successor,  who  arrived  August  27th. 
16.83.  'I'hrough  the  influence  of  Willi. tin  I’eiin  he  w.;> 
instructed  to  organize  a po[>ular  assemblv,  and  aca ord- 
ingly,  soon  after  his  arrival,  issued  orders  for  the  choosing 
of  representatives.  This,  the  first  Colonial  .Vssemblv  of 
New  York,  was  convened  October  17th,  16.83,  cou- 
I sisted  of  a council  of  ten  and  seventeen  representatives. 
A charter  of  liberties  was  framed,  vesting  the  supreme 
legislative  power  in  the  governor  and  council  and  the 
people  in  general  assembly  ; conferring  the  right  of  suf- 
frage on  the  freeholders  without  restraint  ; providing 
that  no  freeman  should  suffer  but  by  judgment  of  his 
peers,  and  that  all  trials  should  be  by  a jury  of  twelve- 
men.  The  imposition  of  any  tax  without  the  consent  of 
the  assembly  was  prohibited.  Martial  law  was  not  to 
exist,  and  neither  soldiers  nor  seamen  were  to  he  (juar- 
tered  on  the  inhabitants  against  their  will.  The  pn.viiu  e 
was  divided  into  counties,  and  the  representatives  were 
apportioned  according  to  the  population. 


CHAPTER  III. 


THE  FIVE  N.'.TIONS THEIR  TK.\  Oil  lO.VS  OE  niFIR  "Rl- 

r.i.v — iK(i(juuis  CL'sroMS  .and  t’()uiicv;  oRCVNi.m- 
Tlo.v. 


HJv  greater  portion  of  what  now  cori'tit  Hc' 
S N ■,  the  Slate  of  New  York,  when  fir>t  visited  Ic 
Europeans,  wa.s  found  to  be  inhabited  !o 
five  distinct  and  jiowerful  tribes  of  Imli.cm. 
who  had  united  and  formed  .1  ( onfede:  u v . 
..'.‘b'-  fhe  triiies  that  composed  this  confeder  u v ■ 

' 2T  the  Mohaw  ks,  ( )neicla.->.  Onond.ig.''.  t’.iv  u_  i' 
Senecas,  called  by  the  English  the  Five  Na:  oU'.  ..lui  ' ■, 
tile  French  the  Iroipiois.  I'hey  bore  aim>n_  theniM  - 
the  title  .-{(I’liihishioni  or  Konoshioui.  signifvlng  ( 
n.ikers.  o’’  Pe,  >ie  o'  the  I. .am  I • 

ooganU'-aiiou  muI  ter:  it.  .rial  p(is>e'.>ioU'.  v ■ • ' 

fr(jm  the  banks  of  the  fliuDon  to  the  'hor  ■-  ot  I n 
Erie.  Tlieir  government  w.is.  in  many  rest  iit',  ; 
can,  and  th..-  ivisdoin  dispbiye.l  in  th.e  m.in,.,.  m. 
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their  attairs  clistine;ui^he(l  them  above  all  the  other  abo- 
rit^ines  of  the  continent.  At  what  time  the  contederacy  i 
w.is  fornieil  is  unknown,  its  oriejin  being  as  much  involved 
in  the  'ib--!  uritie^  of  tradition  as  any  other  remote  event 
of  Indian  history.  Some  as  the  result  ot  their  in\estig;i- 
tions  have  fi.\ed  the  period  less  than  a century  before  the 
Europeans  came  into  the  country,  while  others  have 
placed  it  more  than  two  centuries  earlier.  The  current 
tradition  held  by  the  Irocpiois  respecting  their  origin  was 
that  they  sprang  from  the  earth  itself;  ! 

‘‘  In  remoti;  ages,  the\  had  been  confined  under  a 1 
mountain  near  the  falls  of  the  < >sh-wa-kee  or  Oswego 
ri\-er,  whence  they  were  rele.ised  by  'Tharonhyjagon, 
the  Holder  of  the  Hea\ens.  Ridding  them  go  forth  to 
the  east,  he  guided  them  to  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk, 
and  following  its  stream  they  reai  hed  the  Hudson,  which 
some  of  them  descended  to  the  sea.  Retracing  their 
steps  toward  the  west,  they  originated  in  their  order  and 
position  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  ( Inondagas,  Cayugas, 
Senecas  and  'Tuscaroras,  six  nations,  but  the  Tuscaroras 
wandered  away  to  the  south  and  settled  on  the  Cantano  i 
or  Neuse  river,  in  North  Carolina,  reducing  the  number 
to  five  nations. 

“ Each  of  the  tribes  thus  originated  was  independent 
of  the  others,  and  they  warred  with  each  other,  as  well  as 
with  the  surrounding  tribes.  'Tharonhyjagon  still  re- 
mained with  the  tribes;  gave  them  seeds  of  various  kinds, 
with  the  i>roper  knowledge  for  planting  them  : taught 
them  how  to  kill  and  roast  game;  made  the  forests  free 
to  all  the  tribes  to  hunt,  and  removed  obstructions  from 
the  streams.  After  this  he  laid  aside  his  divine  character 
and  resolved  to  live  with  the  Onondagas,  that  he  might  ' 

exemplify  the  maxims  he  had  taught.  For  this  purpose  ' 

he  selected  a handsome  spot  of  ground  on  the  southern 
bank  of  the  lake  called  'Teonto,,  being  the  sheet  of 
water  now  known  as  Cross  lake.  Here  he  built  a cabin, 
and  took  a wife  of  the  Onondagas,  by  whom  he  had  an  only 
daughter,  wliom  he  tenderly  loved,  and  most  kindly  and 
carefully  treated  and  instructed.  The  excellence  of  his  ' 
character  and  his  great  sagacity  and  good  counsels  led  the 
people  to  view  him  with  veneration,  and  they  gave  him 
the  name  of  Hi-a-wat-ha,  signifying  “a  very  wise  man.” 
P'rom  all  quarters  [leople  came  to  him  for  advice,  and  in 
this  manner  all  power  came  naturally  into  his  hands,  and  j 
he  was  regarded  as  the  first  chief  in  all  the  land.  Under 
his  teachings  tire  ( )nondagas  becante  the  first  among  all 
the  original  clans.  'They  were  the  wisest  counselors,  the 
best  orators,  the  most  expert  hunters  and  the  bravest  war- 
riors. Hence  the  C>nondagas  were  early  noted  among  all 
the  tribes  for  their  pre-eminence. 

“While  Hiawatha  was  thus  living  in  quiet  among  the 
people  of  the  hills,  the  tribes  were  attacked  by  a furious 
and  powerful  enemy  from  the  north  of  the  great  lakes. 
'This  enemy  advanced  into  the  country  ami  laid  wa->te  the 
villages,  and  slaughleical  men.  women  and  children,  until 
the  people  had  no  heart  to  opjiose  the  in\ader>.  In  tb.is 
emergenc)-  they  tied  to  Hi.iwatha  for  advice,  who  coun- 
seled them  tci  ( .ill  together  all  the  tribes  from  the  east 
and  from  the  we.4;  i,i\ing  ‘ i )iir  >:u'ety  i>  not  .done  in  the 


club  and  dart,  but  in  wise  counsels.’  He  ajipointed  .i 
])lace  on  the  banks  of  the  Onondaga  lake  for  the  im  •- 
ing.  and  thither  the  chiefs,  warriors  and  he.ul  men  torn., 
with  assembled  in  large  numbers,  bringing  with  them  the  : 
women  and  children. 

“'The  council  had  been  waiting  for  three  d.iv-H.  lie,; 
yet  Hiawatha  was  absent.  Messenger'-  were  di  ; a-  ' 1 

to  hasten  his  attendance,  but  they  found  him  gloonr,  . • •' 
depressed.  He  told  them  that  evil  lay  in  his  p.nn.  .i-.-l 
he  felt  that  he  should  be  called  to  make  some  gre.it  ' n r.- 
fice  ; nevertheless,  he  would  attend  the  council,  I in- 
talismanic  white  canoe  in  which  he  always  made  hi->  \..\  ■ 
ages,  and  which  the  peoiile  had  learned  to  reverem  e.  u . - 
got  out,  and  Hiawatha  and  his  daughter  took  their  -< 
Cdiding  silently  down  the  deep  waters  of  the  Seneca.  : • 
canoe  reached  the  outlet,  and  entered  on  the  pin  si 
Onondaga.  As  the  canoe  of  the' venerated  chief  appe.ired. 
he  was  welcomed  with  loud  s'nouts,  but  w hile  he  v 
measuring  his  steps  toward  the  council  ground,  a l-’r_ 
and  low  sound  was  heard,  and  instantly  all  e\ wi.re 
turned  upward,  where  a comj,»act  mass  ot  cloud\  d.irk 
ness  appeared,  which  gathered  size  and  veloi  ity  a--  it  .q  - 
proached,  and  appeared  to  be  directed  ine\it.d)Iy  tw  l.di 
in  the  midst  of  the  assembly.  Every  one  lied  but  Hia- 
watha and  his  daughter,  who  calmly  awaited  the  !'>uv. 
'The  force  of  the  de^'cending  body  was  like  tliat  of  a -'id- 
den  storm;  and  hardly  had  Hiawatha  paimed,  when  an 
immense  bird,  with  long  distended  wing-;,  came  d<i-\r, 
with  a swoo})  and  crushed  the  daughter  to  the  e.itih 
'The  \ ery  semldance  of  a huntan  being  was  de-trosed  m 
the  remains  of  the  girl,  and  the  head  and  neck  ot  the  'ur.i 
were  buried  in  the  ground  from  the  force  of  the  lall. 

“ Hiawatha  was  inconsola.ble  for  several  days;  bu'  .it 
length  took  his  place  in  the  council,  and  the  deliberatmu-' 
opened.  The  subject  of  the  invasion  was  discus-ed  b\ 
several  of  the  ablest  counselors,  and  various  plan>  pr^i- 
posed  to  foil  the  enemy.  Hiawatha  listened  to  the  de- 
bate, and  at  its  conclusion  bade  the  warrior-,  to  ilep.irt 
until  the  next  dav,  when  he  would  unfold  his  plan,  who  ii 
he  felt  confident  would  insure  safety. 

“The  council  again  met;  and  with  even  more  th.in 
ordinary  attention  the  people  listened  to  the  word>  < 
their  great  chief.  Hiawatha  counseled  them  that  to  o]  ■ 
pose  these  hordes  of  northern  tribes  singly  and  - k r 
would  ]irove  certain  destruction;  that  to  opp"-e  the;- 
successfully  the  tribes  must  unite  in  one  common  i-.d... 
of  brothers;  must  have  one  voice,  one  lire,  one  pipe,  -md 
one  war  club.  In  the  confederacy  which  he  j.ropi  , 
should  be  formed,  the  several  tribes  were  .is>ien.ed  t -■ 
position  they  were  to  thereafter  occupy,  -tni-l  m e.  :'.  - 

sion  he  urged  them  to  weigh  well  his  word--;  th.it  if  i 
should  unite  in  the  bond  he  had  p-opo^ed..  t'le  tir 
Spirit  wouhl  smile  upon  them,  .md  they  nouid  be  ir 
prosperous  and  h.qqiy;  but  if  thev  rejected  hi^  ■ .. 

thev  would  b.j  enslaved,  ru  n»-d.,  ,’m,l  p 
torevei 

" The  tribes  reeei\ei.l  the  adidres-  in  s<ilemn  'iie.i- - . 
.md  the  co'incil  i loseil  to  deliberate  o”,  the  plan  ri-ii.n 
mended.  \>sembling  the  next  day.  the  um.m  ot  • ■ 
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triFc-.  into  one  < (.nCederacy  was  discussed,  and  nnani- 
ado|.teil.  I’endini;  this  result,  Hiawatha,  warned 
tlie  .ie.itli  or  lii>  daughter  that  his  mission  was  accom- 
i-r(.i>ared  to  make  his  final  departure  from  earth, 
llclore  tlie  « (iuiuii  dispersed  he  recounted  tile  services 
i h.id  rendered  to  his  people,  and  urged  them  to  {ire- 
vt-r\e  tlie  union  they  had  formed,  telling  them  that  if 
t!:e>  preserved  it,  and  admitted  no  foreign  element  of 
l«over  l>y  the  admission  of  other  nations,  they  would  al 
w.i\s  he  free,  numerous,  and  ha[>py.  ‘If  other  nations 
.ire  admitted  to  your  councils,  they  will  sow  the  seeds  of 
ie,l!ou^v  and  discord,  and  you  will  become  few,  feeble, 
.ind  enslaved.  Remember  these  words  ; they  are  the  last 
\(>ii  will  hear  from  the  lips  of  Hiawatha.  'I'he  Great 
.M.i-^ter  of  breath  calls  me  to  go.  1 have  waited  patiently 
Iii-.  summons,  and  am  ready  to  go.’  As  his  voice  ceased, 
sweet  sounds  from  the  air. burst  on  the  ears  of  the  niulti- 
tiiile  ; and  while  all  attention  was  engrossed  in  the  celes- 
tial melody,  Hiawatha  was  seen  seated  in  his  white  canoe, 
in  the  mid-air,  rising  with  every  choral  chant  that  burst 
out,  till  the  clouds  shut  the  sight,  and  the  melodv  ceased." 

This  confederation,  which  was  undoubtedly  established 
for  the  pur[)ose  of  common  defense,  was  a very  powerful 
and  effective  alliance.  In  the  general  council  of  the  con- 
federacy the  Senecas,  who  were  much  more  numerous 
than  the  other  nations,  were  represented  by  two  delegates, 
and  each  of  the  others  by  one.  The  presiding  officer  at 
the  council  was  always  assigned  to  the  Onondagas,  and 
to  the  Mohawks  the  principal  war-chief.  Their  power 
was  in  their  union,  which  differed  from  that  of  other  na- 
tions in  its  perpetuity,  the  latter  frequently  securing  the 
same  results  by  temporary  alliances  in  case  of  war.  The 
delegates  spoke  the  popular  will  of  the  tribes  they  rep- 
resented, and  to  determine  their  action  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  approve  any  measure  which  the  tribe  had  not 
indorsed  by  a unanimous  vote.  Each  nation  was  govern- 
ed by  its  own  chiefs,  civil  and  military,  who  might  de- 
clare war  and  conclude  peace  on  their  own  account  ; 
claimed  dominion  over  territory  defined  by  general  boun- 
daries, and  was  perfectly  independent  of  control  by  other 
members  of  the  confederacy,  except  when  national  or 
l onfederated  action  reijuired  the  concurrence  of  all  the 
tribes.  \\  hen  the  united  tribes  in  council  made  a decis- 
ion, it  was  unanimous.  The  ([uestion  then  had  to  be  re- 
lerred  to  the  ^varriors  of  each  tribe,  assembled  in  council, 
where  a unanimous  decision  was  also  required;  hence 
every  resolve  was  clothed  with  the  full  popular  w ill. 

1 he  matr(.)ns  of  the  tribe  in  council  could  command  a 
I e-.^.'.tion  of  hostilities,  and  when  they  so  determined  the 
• hiel'  and  warriors  returned  from  the  war-path  without 
« '-inprumising  their  character  for  braver}-.  For  this  ]uir- 
p"'e  .1  m.ile  functionary,  the  messenger  of  the  matrons, 
wlu)  w.is  a good  speaker,  was  designateil  to  i>erform  an 
“ifu  e whic  h was  deemed  unsuit. ible  to  the  female.  When 
proposition  for  a cessation  of  war  was  resolved  upon, 
■'  lue.•>^.^gl■  w.is  delivered  to  this  officer,  and  lie  wa-. 

^"'Und  to  enlor-  e it  with  all  the  powers  of  eloipience  he 
l oNM-^o-d  q'h^_-  following  desi  rijition  is  given  of  their 
n.i'ion.i!  coniuil.  “The  council-house  was  built  of  bark. 


On  each  side  six  seats  were  placed,  each  containing  ^i\ 
[lersons.  No  one  was  admitted  besides  the  nieinliers  of 
the  council,  except  a few  who  were  particularlv  honored. 
If  one  arose  to  speak  ;ill  the  rest  sat  in  profound  silen.  e. 
smoking  their  |>ipes.  'The  speaker  uttered  his  wonN  in  .i 
singing  tone,  always  rising  a few  notes  at  the  close  of  eai  h 
sentence.  Wliatewr  w .is  )>leasing  to  the  council  was  con- 
firmed by  all  by  the  word  nee.  or  yes,  and  at  the  end  ol 
each  speech  the  whole  conip.m\’  joined  in  applauding  the 
speaker,  by  calling  ' Hoi  Hoi'  At  noon  two  men  en- 
tered bearing  upon  a pole  across  their  shoulders  a lar.;e 
kettle  filled  with  meat,  which  was  first  presented  to  the 
guests.  A large  wooden  ladle,  as  broad  and  deep  as  a 
common  bow  l,  hung  with  a hook  to  the  side  of  the  kettle, 
with  whi(  h e\  er\  one  might  at  once  help  himself  to  as 
much  as  he  could  eat.  The  whole  was  conducted  in  a 
very  decent  and  ([uiet  manner.  Indeed,  now  and  then, 
one  w'ould  lie  flat  iqion  his  back  and  rest  himself,  and 
sometimes  they  would  stop,  joke,  and  laugh  heartily." 

The  Iroquois  were  divided  into  clans  or  families,  dis- 
tinguished by  as  many  different  sorts  of  arms  or  emblems, 
each  being  made  to  represent  the  clan  or  family  to  w hich 
it  belonged.  A sachem  of  one  of  these  families,  when  he 
signed  an  instrument  of  conveyance  or  public  paper,  put 
his  emblem  upon  it,  representing  the  animal  by  which  his 
family  was  designated.  The  first  was  that  of  the  tortoise, 
and  was  first  because  they  pretended  that  when  the  earth 
was  made  it  was  placed  on  a great  turtle,  and  when  there 
was  an  earthquake  it  was  the  turtle  that  stirred.  Other 
families  were  designated  by  such  names  as  the  wolf  and 
the  bear. 

All  their  affairs  were  under  the  direction  of  their  chiefs, 
who  obtained  their  authority  by  the  general  opinion  (q' 
their  courage  and  conduct,  and  whenever  they  failed  to 
appear  to  the  Indians  in  a praiseworthy  light,  their  digni- 
ty ceased.  Though  the  son  was  respected  on  account  o! 
valuable  services  performed  by  his  father,  yet  wiih.out 
personal  merit  he  could  not  attain  his  rank.  Whatever 
pertained  to  hereditary  descent  was  confined  to  the  female 
line,  and  the  chieftainship  fell  upon  the  son  of  a chief's 
daughter,  to  the  exclusion  of  his  uncle  ; but  the  chief' 
brother  would  succeed  him  instead  of  his  own  soi'  in  c.i-.e 
there  were  no  descendants  through  the  female  line.  I'l.e 
language  used  by  the  Iroquois,  both  in  their  speeches  and 
in  ordinary  con\ersations,  was  exceedingl}-  ligur.itiw. 
.Many  of  their  chiefs  were  distinguished  for  their  eloquem  e 

.\n  early  historian  of  New  York,  writing  at  the  iiir.e 
when  the  Five  Nations  still  constituted  a powerful  bod.-, 
in  regard  to  their  manners  and  customs,  sa_\  s : “ Tlie 

manners  of  these  .sa\  ages  are  as  siniple  as  their  govern- 
ment. Their  houses  are  a fewcrotched  stake' thru':  " • 
the  ground  and  overlaid  with  bark.  .V  fire  i~>  kindle<l  n 
the  middle,  and  an  aperture  left  at  the  top  tor  :iie  < 
veyance  of  the  smoke.  Whenever  a consitler.iblc  n.:;u'  ; 

of  these  huts  arc  collected  thev  have  a c.i^tle.  .i'  " ' 
(ailed,  consi'tmg  of  a .'qu.ire  witiiout  : 
ed  with  p.ilis.uies.  1 he)  have  no  otlier  lor:  ■ 
this  is  onlv  designed  as  an  asylum  for  their  old  iu>  ;, 
wives  and  children,  while  the  rest  are  gone  out  lo  "-i 
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\\  liile  the  women  ciilli\;Ue  a little  spot  ot  ground  for  corn, 
the  men  em])loy  themselves  in  hunting.  1 he  men  fre- 
(piently  as>o(  i.ite  ihemselves  for  < onversation,  by  which 
means  they  not  onlv  j)reserve  the  ^remembrance  of  their 
wars  and  treaties,  but  diffuse  among  their  youth  incite- 
ments to  glory,  as  well  as  instructions  in  all  the  subleties 
of  war.” 

before  they  went  out  they  had  a feast  on  dog's  flesh, 
and  a great  war  dance,  at  which  the  warriors,  who  were 
frigntfully  painted  with  vermilion,  rose  up  and  sung  their 
exploits,  or  those  of  their  ancestors,  and  thereby  kindled 
a militarv  enthusiasm  in  the  whole  company.  '1  he  day 
after  the  dance  they  would  go  out  a few  tniles,  in  single 
fde,  observing  a profouird  silence.  The  procession  being 
ended,  they  stripjjcd  the  bark  from  a large  tree,  and  paint- 
ed the  design  of  their  expedition  on  the  naked  trunk. 
The  figure  of  a canoe,  with  the  number  of  men  it,  indi- 
cated the  strength  of  their  party  ; and  by  a deer,  fox,  or 
some  other  emblem,  painted  at  its  head,  it  was  discovered 
against  what  nation  they  had  gone.  On  their  return,  be- 
fore they  entered  the  village,  two  heralds  advanced  and 
set  up  a yell,  which  by  its  modulation  intimated  either 
good  or  bad  news.  If  the  news  was  good  the  village  was 
notified  of  it,  and  an  entertainment  provided  for  the  con- 
querors, one  of  whom  on  their  approach  bore  the  scalps 
which  they  had  taken,  stretched  over  a bow.  and  elevated 
upon  a pole.  The  boldest  man  in  the  village  came  out  to 
receive  it,  and  then  ran  at  the  top  of  his  s])ced  to  where 
the  rest  were  collected.  If  overtaken  he  was  severely 
beaten,  but  if  he  outran  the  pursuers  he  was  allowed  to 
participate  in  the  honor  of  the  victors,  who  neither  spoke 
nor  received  compliments  until  the  feast  was  over.  Then 
one  of  the  victors  was  appointed  to  relate  the  whole  ad- 
venture, while  all  the  rest  listened  attentively  till  the  close, 
when  they  all  joined  in  a savage  dance. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


rRF.N’CH  .\\i)  I.NDI.AX  WARS — DISSEXSIOXS  IX  THE  COR- 

OXI.U,  OOVERX.MEXT CAI'Tl'RE  AXD  EXECriTOX  OK 

LEISI.ER. 


1'  the  time  Champlain  ascended  the  St.  Law- 
rence,  he  found  the  Algonquins  at  war  w ith 
the  Iroipiois,  and  by  an  alliance  of  his  forces 
with  the  former,  he  enabled  them, by  the  use  of 
arms  to  them  hitherto  unknow  n , to  gain 
a victory  over  their  enemies.  In  conse<|uence 
Qt  this  alliance  a bitter  hostiliiy  was  created  on  the 
part  of  tl'.e  lro<iiiois  toward  the  Frem  h.  The  latter, 
however,  were  siiccesstul  in  gaining  the  confidence  anil 
friendship  of  the  other  tribes  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  riiroiigh  tiie  iniluence  of  their  missionaries, 
the  t railers  were  enabled  to  establish  their  posts  among 
them  at  pleasure,  ,md  n.ivig.ite  the  hikes  and  rivers.  Al- 
though the  .infill  Jesuit  mission. iries  had  ])er.sistentl\ 


endeavored  to  win  ba<  k the  Irieiidship  of  the  1-, 
they  elfected  but  little  until  Xew  \'ork  fell  into  tin  ! . 
of  the  English.  Since  their  trade  and  intim.n  y with  il:. 
Dutch,  they  had  availed  themsebes  ot  fire-arms,  reiu-weii 
their  warfare  iqion  the  .\lgon(|uins  with  success,  repelled 
, the  invasions  of  the  French,  and,  in  turn,  attacking  tliem. 

: swe[)t  over  their  settlements  with  fire  and  tonuh.iwk. 

' carrying  consternation  in  their  jiath  even  to  the  gates  m 
(,)uebec.  In  i666  the  French  and  .-Vdirondacks  su«  . ess- 
fully  imaded  the  country  of  the  Mohawks,  but  the  ye.ir 
following  a peace  was  concluded,  chielly  tlirough  the 
agency  of  the  FmgUsli  colonial  gmvernment,  ai  ting  in 
obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Duke  of  N'ork. 
whom  the  colony  had  been  granted,  and  who,  in  his  big- 
oted and  blind  attachment  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  w is 
desirous  of  securing  a jieuce  between  the  Frem  h and  the 
IrO([Liois,  witli  a view  to  handing  the  latter  over  as  con- 
verts to  that  church. 

Trade,  after  this  peace,  was  profitably  prosecuted  bv 
both  the  French  and  Fmglish  ; but  the  Frem  h,  thrcai„F. 
their  artful  Catholic  missionaries,  were  gaining  a de<  ided 
advantage.  Through  the  instigation  of  these  wily  jiriest^. 
hostilities  had  been  committed  on  the  frontier  settlement' 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia  by  the  Fi\e  Xations.  To  ad- 
I just  this  difficulty,  a council  of  the  chiefs  met  the  Govern- 
ors of  Virginia  and  Xew  York  at  Albany,  in  16S4.  At 
this  council  the  difficulties  with  Virginia  were  amicablv 
settled,  and  Governor  Dongan  succeeded  in  completelv 
I gaining  the  friendship  of  the  Five  Xations.  While  the'e 
conferences  were  in  progress,  a messenger  arrived  from 
De  la  Barre,  Governor  of  Canada,  complaining  of  the 
Senecas  for  their  hostilities  against  the  Miamis  and  other 

I . . 

western  tribes,  with  whom  the  F'rench  were  .'’Hied,  w here- 
by their  trade  was  interrupted.  This  message  was  com- 
I municated  to  the  Indian  chiefs,  and  served  to  confirm 
their  resolutions  of  friendship  for  the  FInglish,  and  revive 
their  slumbering  hatred  of  the  French,  immediateb' on 
the  return  of  the  messenger,  De  la  Barre,  meditating  the 
destruction  of  the  Five  Xations,  jiroceeded  with  an  army 
of  French  and  Indians  to  Lake  Ontario.  TF.e  French 
Catholics  had  [irocured  a letter  from  the  Duke  of  N'nrk 
to  Governor  Dongan,  instructing  him  to  lay  no  ob'tack' 
in  the  way  of  the  invaders  ; l.iut  Dongan,  reganlle." 
this  command,  ap[)i'ised  the  Indians  of  their  dc'iens  .md. 
also  promised  to  assist  them.  Owing  to  sicknos  in  ir- 
army,  De  la  Barre  was  unable  to  encounter  hi>  fcie'.  .un- 
found  it  nece.'sary  to  conclude  his  campaign  by  o:ieriii„ 
terms  of  peace,  which  were  haughtily  acce[>tei!,  ami  he 
was  allowed  to  deiurt.  He  was  succeeded  in  the 
ing  year  by  the  Marqius  de  Denon\ille,  who.  with  .■  r.  c 
forcement  of  trooiis,  was  sent  o\er  to  repair  the  li  '-c 
of  De  la  Barre.  In  16S7.  to  pre\a,nt  the  interrupt m ■ ■ 
trade  with  the  .Miamis,  the  country  of  the  Sene  ,i'  w 
invaded.  The  French,  through  the  agem  y oi  tin 
mission. ire  'o  tl'.e  t )m>iulag:i'.  enti>  ed  tlie  Ir-'  ■ 
into  their  power,  under  pr..-teii:'e  'U  in.:  .in _ - 

then  seized  .iml  sent  theiu.  wall  othe:’'  :.  e;  

prisoners,  to  Fr.ince,  where  thev  were  consii.m'd  '0  ■ 

g.allevs.  The  .Reneca  country  w.is  owrriin  wiilion;  'ii, 


h. 


' ■'  ■'  •‘f  V 

ymJPf  » A‘f /,ipT$<U 


~i>* 


(■>J  !’ry;'  (^■'; 

!*'-<  >tiA  I*  ki'A»iV!> 

'<«l^J■.t•^.^■|,,i^<,t■  IS 
• ti.  1 ' . <■  i4*_  vj,jiYi 

1 . *4:  I'titll'  ? ,,7I1 

' ' ''I'iii  •*  ' ii 

..  . i ,'  '■ 


■>*r' 


d4 


X:  ■x'rtii.iM  »i<  )i(, ^*r.^  a'f  if 

-»*)  ,»v«t  r ■ -,T4W,U.J  ^ ./•  ,!  ^jHr 

*vWii/ ■ > .lit)  fw  : 

tr  •,•.(/  -.,  ,,  rr^i^ni,  ./V 

•7V'T.  ..MV-  -r.  .■•n.i-.  • -...*  ......  UfIfn^• 

'*  '"  ' • '"  ' -*.* 

\li  « »0 

’•'  • '(i 

''  ...  * ■('■’•C 

' ' ' I /l|i'U(r,i<'i 

" ‘ : » ' • * , >*  'H  *'0 

y/jii  ..  ft 


» •*! 

'( 


p::-. 


'•1 


.!.•  ■)  J ' 


■'<S.'U-  .-.if) 


0 fi  !» 
- ■■  ’ 


. ,.  •I..' 


-. - i.  1 

> 


» . • f .... 

; 1 'y  r., 

' -V  •.  .** 


v//’,  ■. 


DISSENSIONS  IN  THE  COLONIAL  OOVERNMEN'l’. 


rcsistani-L*,  ami  a fort  erected  at  the  moutli  of  the  Niagara 
ri\<  r.  A I’cai  c \va^  fmalh'  i)ru].()sed  tlirrnigh  the  inter-  j 
j.i/^iiidn  wi  (luNL-rnor  Dongan,  wlio  was  for  compelling 
the  l-'rench  to  apply  to  him  in  the  altairs  ol  the  Five  Na- 
tions, l)tit  its  < onditiuns  were  rejected  by  the  F"ren(h. 
'i'he  Fi\e  Natimis,  maddened  I)y  this  refusal  and  liv  the 
miir.iges  > diiimitiid  upon  llietn.  llew  to  arm>,  and  wit!’, 
twelve  luindreel  w.irriors  descended  upon  the  hremli 
settlemem>  with  such  terrible  vengeance  that  the  term-, 
that  It. id  bc(.  n ol!  ered  fur  peace  w ere  a(  < epted.  and  the 
wlujle  region  south  of  llte  gre.it  l.ike>  alcmduned  b\'  tlie 
French. 

'J'he  Duke  of  York,  on  his  acces-iion  to  the  throne  of 
England  in  16S5.  under  the  title  of  James  II..  directed 
Governor  1 >ongan  to  encour.ige  tile  t'atholic  pr.e^l>  w ho 
came  to  reside  with  the  l'i\e  Nation^,  osten.siblv  tor  ad- 
vancing the  Po[)ish  cause,  but  really  to  gain  them  over  to  , 
the  French  interests.  Governor  Dongan,  although  a ^ 
Catholic,  was  a|iprehensive  of  the  insidious  designs  of  the  ! 
F'rench,  and  effectually  resisted  this  policy,  thereby  dis- 
pleasing liis  bigoted  nl'aster.  He  also  instructed  Governor  i 
Dongan  to  allow  no  printing  press  to  be  established  in  the  ( 
colony,  and  discouraged  representative  government.  Cath- 
olics were  appointed  to  hll  all  the  offices,  and  Dongan, 
who,  in  his  endeavors  to  protect  the  true  interest  of  the  | 
province  -by  opposing  the  Catholic  missionaries,  became  , 
obnoxious  to  the  King,  was  recalled,  and  F’rancis  Nichol-  ' 
son,  the  de[uity  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  who  had  been 
commissioned  governor  of  both  New  England  and  New  ! 
York,  assumed  temporary  charge  of  the  government  in 
August,  168S.  The  revolution  in  England,  resulting  in  ; 
the  abdication  of  James  II.,  and  the  accession  of  ^Yilliam 
and  Mary,  caused  the  authority  of  Nicholson  under  the 
dethroned  king  to  be  questioned.  On  one  side  it  was 
claimed  that  the  government  in  F’mgland  did  not  affect 
affairs  in  the  province,  and  that  Nicholson's  authority 
was  uninijiaired  till  the  will  of  the  new  monarch  was 
known  ; on  the  other  side,  that  the  government,  extend- 
ing to  the  colonies,  was  overthrown,  and  as  no  one  was 
invested  with  authority  in  the  pros  inces,  it  re\  erted  to  the 
people,  who  might  a[)point  a j>erson  to  exercise  control 
until  one  had  been  commissioned  by  the  ruling  power. 
The  advocates  of  the  former  of  these  views  were  mostly 
the  wealthy  and  aristocratic,  while  the  mass  of  the  people 
favored  the  latter.  The  government  was  vested  in  a com- 
mittee of  safet)  , who  took  jiossession  of  the  fort  at  New 
York,  and  entrusted  the  exercise  of  authority  to  facob 
Leisler,  the  popular  leader,  Nicholson  in  the  meantime 
having  returned  to  l-'mgland.  Leisler  sent  a statement  of 
what  h.id  been  done  to  King  William,  and  dispatihed 
Milborne,  his  son -in-l.iw,  to  .\lbanv  w ith  an  armed  force, 
to  secure  the  recognition  of  his  aulhorit)’,  sanction  to  \\  liich 
liad  been  refused.  ,V  letter  from  the  English  ministry 
arri’.ed,  directed  to  Fr.im  is  Nicholson,  or  in  his  absence 
to  such  per-.on  as  for  the  lime  being  might  be  in  chargeof  ^ 
the  gowrnmen!,  d.irecting  him  to  l.ike  chief  comm. imi  <)f 
the  ])roi  ince,  ami  to  call  to  his  aid  such  as  he  should 
deem  pro[)er.  1 .eisler,  considering  it  addressed  to  him- 
self. assumed  comm.ind,  and  ajipoinied  a council  of  ad- 


visers. The  revolution  in  England  which  pl.u  eii  W 
and  Mary  upon  the  throne  was  followed  by  .1  m.  i 1 
England  and  France,  and  the  < olonies  uer.-  . 
invob  ed  in  the  conllii  t.  Count  Frontei..  ■ . 
succeeded  Denonville  as  governor  c>t  (_  ..n.'C;,:. 
effort  to  detach  the  Five  Nation^  from  tl’e  1 
esi.  He  sent  a secret  expedition  against  In  . 

winch  attacked  that  citv,  near  midnight,  on  the  Mb  of 
l ebruary,  '690,  and  a frightful  massacre  of  the  inhabit- 
ants ensued.  The  jieril  of  Albany,  from  >uch  deadb 
attacks,  induced  its  inhabitants  to  submit  to  the  .'.uthoru-, 
of  Leisler.  Exjieditions  were  lilted  out  against  the  I rem 
ami  Indians,  and  a lleet  sent  out  for  the  reduction  <c 
(Juebec,  but  all  proved  unsuccessful.  In  March,  iboi. 
Henry  Sloughter  arrived  as  governor,  having  been  > om- 
missioned  by  the  King  in  1689.  His  couiing  was  heraldeti 
by  Richard  Ingolsby,  who,  without  proper  credentials, 
demanded  the  surrender  of  the  fort  at  New  York.  Tins 
Leisler  very  properly  refused,  but  consented  to  defer  t(; 
Sloughter  when  he  should  arrive.  Sloughter  on  his  arrival 
sent  Ingolsliy  with  verbal  directions  for  the  surrender  of 
the  fort,  but  Leisler  still  refused,  and  asked  for  .in  inter- 
view vvith-the  gov  ernor.  The  next  day  he  complied,  but 
this  imprudent  hesitation  was  seized  upon  by  his  enemies, 
who  arrested  him  and  his  son-in-law  on  the  diarge  of 
treason.  They  were  tried  by  a special  committee  .and 
condemned  to  suffer  death.  Governor  Sloughter  hesitated 
to  execute  this  sentence,  but  their  enemies,  anxious  for 
their  execution,  and  failing  in  all  attempts  to  procure 
his  signature,  availed  themselves  of  his  known  intemper- 
ate habits,  invited  him  to  a bampiet,  persuaded  him  to 
sign  the  death  warrant  while  intoxicated,  and  before  he 
recovered  from  his  debauch,  the  prisoners  were  executed. 

During  the  agitations  attending  this  foul  judicial  mur- 
der, the  Indians,  from  neglect,  became  disaffected  toward 
the  F'nglish,  insomuch  that  they  sent  an  embas.'V  of  jieace 
to  Count  F’rontenac  ; to  counter.act  this,  a council  wi’.b 
the  F'ive  Nations  was  held  at  Albany,  and  the  covenant 
chain  renewed.  In  order  to  maintain  this  advan- 
tage, Major  Schuyler,  in  whom  the  Five  Nation.s  had 
great  confidence,  led  them  in  an  invasion  of  G.inada.  .iml 
signally  defeated  the  French.  The  intemperate  hrd'its  ot 
Sloughter  brought  on  a severe  illness,  from  which  he  d.ed 
on  the  23d  of  July,  1691,  thus  ending  a weak  ami  rurl- 
lent  administration.  Upon  the  death  of  Slougiiter  ta. . 
chief  command  was  committed  to  Richard  In^dhUbv.  ■- 
the  ex(  lusion  of  Josejih  Dudley,  who,  but  b’C  hi'  ,d.- 
sence,  would  have  had  th.e  right  to  preside,  .'.ml  .1;  . 
whom  the  government  (.levolved  ; ami  as  Dmlkv.  i . 
return,  did  not  contest  the  authoritv  of  In^old'bv.- 
latter  governetl  until  the  arrival  of  Henj.imin  I n - 
with  a commission  as  governor,  in  AugU';,  iCi.,2  I; 
was  a man  of  small  ability  anvl  violent  temper,  u t:v 
avaricious,  but  prudentlv  took  .M.ijor  .''chuvier  o ' > 
ccninscl,  and  was  guided  bv  his  opinions  in  Ic.  b tr  ' - 
Ills  .tdiumislr.il  1'  n w is  s,>  soctes'iio  i 

he  received  i.irge  supplies  from  the  ,\s i 

amiable  traits  ot  his  character  were  soon  exlubiie  . . 
ever,  and  during  'Uost  of  his  adminisir.ition  he  w - 
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in  ( < i!ii I'U  i.  r \\  nil  tlic  Asscinbly,  principally  in 
n-^^.ird  to  aiiproprialions  for  his  expenses,  for  which  he 
Itiade  e\trav.’_' ii't  (h  inaiu!''.  He  wa>  hi_''>li.  illy  attached 
t.i  till'  Kpi- epa!  tiTiiidt  » h.in  h ,Ltnverniiient,  and  enour- 
■;  'd  l .Muli-'lt  ' niita  iic>  aiiri  s(  hoolri  in  plai  e ot  liiitcli. 
lie  prci  iired  an  a<  t Irum  t!\e  As^emlili  the  provi'iiiti'  ot 
li,  tliouuh  adiniitiiip'  of  a more  liberal  con>tru(  rion. 
hi-  interpreted  .is  a recognition  of  the  h-piscopal  instead 
p tin-  I hiti  h ( hiircli,  and  iimler  this  act  Trinity  church 
^ as  orj;ani/ed.  A printinjt  press  was  established  in  Xew 
> iirb  I it\  in  1603.  by  William  IJradford,  who  was  em- 
jloved  bv  the  cits'  to  print  the  corporation  laws. 
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TR.ADING  .AND  MII.IT.ARV 


POSTS. 


1693  Count  Frontenac  set  out  from  Mon- 

army  of  F'rench  and  Indians, 

and  in-saded  the  Mohawk  country,  capturing 

their  castles,  killing  some  of  the  tribe,  and 

taking  about  three  hundred  prisoners. 

nC  ^ Schuyler,  with  the  militia  of  Albany,  hastened  to 

: 

, the  assistance  of  the  Mohawks,  and  pursued  the 
nemy  in  their  retreat,  retaking  about  fifty  jirisoners.  In 
696  Count  I’rontenac  made  another  effort  for  the  subju- 
ation  of  tlie  Fi\e  Nations.  M’ith  an  army  of  regular 
•oops  and  Indians  under  his  command,  he  ascended  the 
I.awrence  to  Cadaraqui,  now  Kingston;  then,  crossing 
b Oswego,  made  a descent  upon  the  Onondagas,  who, 
pprised  of  his  coming,  set  fire  to  and  deserted  their  prin- 
ipal  towns.  On  retracing  his  march  he  found  his  prog- 
;ss  obstrticted  by  the  Onondagas,  and  incursions  into 
anada  by  the  Fiye  Nations  were  again  renewed.  In  the 
allowing  year  the  .war  between  France  and  Flngland  was 
■rminated  by  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  and  these  barbarous 
ostilities  ceased. 

During  'the  late  war  piracy  had  prevailed,  and  was 
ebeved  to  be  encouraged  by  the  go\  ernments,  for  the  an- 
oyance of  the  commerce  of  their  respective  enemies, 
lerchant  vessels  were  destroyed  within  sight  of  the  har- 
or  of  New  York,  the  commercial  depot  of  the  pirates, 
>me  of  whom  had  sailed  from  there,  having  a good 
nlcrstanding  with  Fletcher  and  other  ofheers.  The  e\- 
U(  tion  of  piracy  was  loudly  dejnanded,  and  the  English 
nernment  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  \ igoniu>  mea^ 
e>  tor  this  end  ; and  (onseipiently,  in  1695  Fletcher 
:is  recalleil,  and  Rii  ha-rd.  Earl  of  Hellomunt,  appointed 
his  place,  with  instrm'tions  for  the  suppression  of  this 
il.  The  K.irl  I'l’  belloiiu  cu.  w ho-.e  ( 1 Uiuni  .sjon  im  ludi.  d 
e go\ ernm-.'iil^  of  hus^Tl^  and  Nca-  ll.unp^hire 

well  as  New  \’ork,  tbd  not  arri\e  until  May,  169S. 
-•fore  leavine  England,  an  .irmed  ves'cl  w.is  fitted  out 


by  Hcllomonl  and  others,  and  placed  under  the  command 
of  Captain  W'ilbam  Kidd,  who  sailed  from  F'.nglanil  in 
1696, and  after  < ruining  for  .1  while,  turned  pir.ite  hini'clf, 
.■’.’.id  bee. an.'  the  iiM-i.  bold  .ind  (hiring  of  ihr  mi  e.in  '11.'- 
r.iuder-..  lie  reienud  to  New  b'oi'k  With  !ii>boo:\  , .;-l 
1,0m  e.ded  [■oitiMii>  of  il  on  I.ong  DIand.  lie  was  ^iibs,.-- 
ipu  ntl)  .irresied  in  I'oston,  by  order  of  the  governor,  on 
a charge  of  pirac\',  sent  to  England  for  trial,  and  there 
con\ icted  and  executed,  nellomont  favored  the  Demo- 
cratic or  Feislerian  ]Ktrt\',  and  the  new  .\ssembl\-  in  1699 
being  also  Democratic,  .in  act  w.is  ji.c-sed  by  whic  h the 
families  of  Feisler  and  .Milborne  were  reinst.ited  in  their 
possessions.  ISelloinout  died  in  1701,  .'.nd  John  Nanf.n, 
the  lieutenant-governor,  upon  whom  the  government 
devolved,  succeeded  him  until  the  arrival,  in  170:.  of 
Lord  Cornbury,  who  was  .qipointed  by  King  W'ilbam  as  a 
reward  for  his  desertion  of  James  IF.  in  whose  armv  he 
had  been  an  officer.  His  administration  was  chietlv  dis- 
tinguished for  its  intolerance,  and  he  received  the  unen- 
viable distinction  of  hieing  the  worst  governor  under  the 
English  regime.  With  savage  bigotry  he  sought  to  es- 
tablish the  Church  of  Fmgland  by  imprisoning  dissenting 
clergymen,  and  prohibiting  them  from  e.xercising  their 
functions  without  his  special  license,  and  he  even  robbed 
one  clergyman  of  his  house  and  glebe.  With  insatiable' 
rapacity  he  plundered  the  public  treasury,  and  ojiposed 
every  measure  of  the  people  for  the  sjcurity  of  their 
rights.  Destitute  of  gratitude,  licentious  and  base,  he 
completed  the  universal  contempt  in  which  he  was  held 
by  appearing  in  public  dressed  in  women's  clothes.  As 
he  had  become  an  object  of  abhorrence,  the  Oueen, 
through  the  pressure  of  popular  sentiment,  felt  compel- 
led to  revoke  his  commission.  As  soon  as  he  was  de- 
posed he  was  thrown  into  prison  by  his  creditors,  where 
he  remained  until  the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  be- 
came Earl  of  Clarendon.  Upon  the  death  of  King  Wil- 
liam, his  commission  was  renewed  by  the  Queen,  who  at 
the  same  time  gave  him  the  chief  command  of  New 
Jersey,  the  government  of  which  the  projirietors  had  sur- 
rendered into  her  hands.  He  was  succeeded  December 
iSth,  1 70S,  by  Lord  Lovelace,  who  died  on  the  5th  of 
May  following,  leaving  the  government  in  the  hands  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  Ingoldsby,  whose  administration  is 
only  remarkable  for  an  unsuccessful  expedition,  under 
Colonel  Nicholson,  for  the  reduction  of  Canada.  This 
failure  was  chiefiy  through  the  mismanagement  of  In- 
goldsby, who  was  consecpiently  removed  .\pril  10th,  1710. 
and  Gerardus  Heekman,tlie  oldest  member  of  the  council, 
exercised  the  authority  of  governor  till  June  14th.  when 
Robert  Hunter  arrived  with  a commission  as  governor. 
This  year  Colonel  .Schuyler  went  to  England  to  urge  the 
importance  of  subduing  Canad.i,  takin.,  with  him  ilu 
chiefs  ot  tile  l ive  Nat. on',,  vvliu  were  highly  gratified  with 
their  voyage  and  reception 

The  ensuing  vear  atunher  expedition  for  the  rol".  •■'.’■i 
oi  C.inada  wa^  • t-.u.r  t'..  t..  .p-  ... 

r.'.i>ed  :ri  the  c.’i'.iii  - 1:  ‘O.-i  i 'c,.'.  .uel  N a.lioN.  ai,  to  j'l.u 
an  English  lleet  and  laiiil  fore  e before  (Juebec.  .\rriv- 
ing  in  the  .'■'t.  E.iwrence.  manvof  the  ships  were  wrec  ked. 
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nnd  alxi'.it  a tliDiisand  soldiers  lost,  which  put  an  end  to 
the  ( ainpai^'U.  Nii  holson,  who  hatl  proceeded  as  far  as 
l.ake  Cicorite,  on  hearin;^  this  news  returned,  and  the  ex- 
pedition prosed  an  entire  hiilure.  It  had  entailed  a heavy 
debt  upon  the  province,  in  ccjnsequence  of  which  the 
l^osernor’s  inlluenre  was  somewhat  impaired,  he  hasing 
entered  into  it  ssith  mm  h /.eal.  Hi^  request  for  a ])er- 
manent  apjmopriation  for  the  gos  eminent  ss  as  refused  by 
the  Assemlily,  sshi<  h brought  him  into  several  unhappy 
contests  svilh  that  body.  In  March,  1713,  the  svar  be- 
tween Knglantl  and  France  terminated  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  in  svhich  the  Fmglish  supremacy  over  the  Five 
Nations  svas  conceded  by  the  French,  and  an  end  put  to 
the  inllii  tion  of  Indian  ho:^rilitie^.  The  F'ise  Nations 
being  relieseti  from  hostilities  svith  the  French,  engaged 
in  conflict  svith  the  Indians  at  the  south.  The  d'uscaro- 
ras,  a tribe  kindred  to  the  Iro(juois,  residing  in  North 
Carolina,  hasing  been  greatly  reduced  by  a svar  svith 
the  svhites,  and  being  unable  to  resist  their  encroach- 
ments, removed  to  the  north  and  joined  the  confeder- 
acy. They  settled  near  Lake  Oneida,  among  the  Five 
Nations,  and  the  confecrisrates  svere  thenceforward  call- 
ed the  Si.x  Nations.  Hunter  remained  at  the  head  of 
the  government  iintill  1719,  svhen,  his  health  failing,  he 
returned  to  England.  FI  is  intercourse  svith  the  Assembly 
was  agreeable  during  the  latter  part  of  his  administra- 
tion, and  his  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  colony 
made  his  de[iarture  regretted. 

'Fhe  government  devolved  upon  Peter  Schuyler,  the 
oldest  member  of  the  council,  who  successfulls'  admin- 
istered  affairs  until  the  arrival  of  ^Villiam  Burnet,  Sep- 
tember 17th,  1720.  -V  trading  post  svas  commenced  at 
Oswego  in  1722,  by  Governor  Burnet,  in  order  to  en- 
gross the  trade  of  the  Si.x  Nations,  and  svith  the 
farther  design  of  follosving  it  up  on  the  lakes  to  the 
svestsvard,  to  obtain  the  trade  of  - the  more  remote  tribes. 
A congress  of  several  colonies  svas  held  at  Albany  to 
meet  the  Six  Nations,  svhereby  the  chain  of  friendship 
svas  strengthened,  and  trade  svith  remoter  tribes  ,}»ro- 
moted.  The  establishment  of  this  post  at  Ossvego  svas 
highly  (lisi)leasing  to  the  French,  and  in  order  to  in 
tercept  the  trade  from  the  iqiper  lakes  they  obtained  con- 
sent of  tile  Iroquois,  througli  the  influence  of  the  lesuits, 
to  rebuild  their  trading-house  and  fort  at  Niagara,  and 
also  decided  to  erect  a chain  of  militars  posts  to  the 
Ohio  river,  SIS  as  to  cut  off  and  confine  the  Fmglish  trade. 
Though  not  svithout  opposition,  they  succeeded  in  erect- 
ing their  fort  at  Niagara.  Although  some  of  the 
members  ot  the  Six  Nations  ssere  ojiposeil  to  this  in- 
sasion  bs  the  French,  it  succeeded  through  the  disaf- 
fection ot  a party  of  merchants  and  others  interested  in 
the  hrench  trading  policy,  who,  since  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  h,ul  carried  on  a good  trade  with  Montreal, 
through  the  aid  of  Indian  carriers,  and  svere  opposed 
to  the  go'.'erncir's  polics'.  riie  .\ssemblv  was  also 
strong!)'  tinctureil  svith  th:-;  s[)irit  ot  oppijsition,  and  re- 
fused a renewal  of  supplies  except  for  >hori  periods. 
This  bod)'  w as  dissolved  in  1727,  but  the  next  svas  quite 
as  stubborn,  and  it  svas  likessise  ciissolscd,  and  the 


governor  could  only  erect  a small  militars  defence  i<jr 
the  post  at  Ossvego,  svhii  h,  to  his  credit  and  the  coIdusT 
shame,  was  at  his  osvn  expense.  On  the  ai  iodon  .,1 
George  IF,  Burnet  svas,  tli rough  the  efforts  of  ids  cuemic-. 
transferred  to  the  government  of  Massaclui.-etts,  and 
John  Montgomery  a[)pointetl  to  succeed  him.  He  en- 
tered upon  his  duties  Ajiril  istb,  172S.  His  short  ad- 
ministration is  not  distinguished  for  an)'  impori.mi  e\  en;. 
In  1729  the  King,  against  the  wishes  of  ti'.e  besi  < nj- 
zens  of  the  colony,  repealed  the  acts  prohibiting  iIk 
trade  in  Indian  goods  betsveen  .Mbany  and  Montreal. 
A line  svas  surseyed  and  agreed  upon  between  C'oiinei  - 
ticut  and  New  York  in  1731.  The' establishment  of  this 
partition  gave  to  Nesv  York  a tract  of  land  fornierls 
on  the  Connecticut  side,  called  from  its  figure  the 
“Oblong,”  as  an  ’eijuivalent  for  lands  near  the  sound, 
surrendered  to  Connecticut. 

Montgomery  died  July  ist,  1731,  and  svas  succeeded 
by  Rip  Yan  Dam,  svhose  administration  svas  unfortunatels 
signalized  by  the  erection  of  a fort  at  Crosvn  Point  bv 
the  French,  svitliout  resistance  from  the  acting  governor. 
The  arrival  of  Colonel  William  Cosby,  August  1st,  1732. 
finished  his  administration,  and  began  one  rendered  mem- 
orable for  its  arbitrary  proceedings  and  tumult,  rather 
than  for  striking  or  important  events.  Among  the  first 
of  Cosby’s  acts  svas  a demand  that  Ri]i  \'an  Dam,  his 
predecessor,  should  divide  equally  svith  him  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  office  before  his  arrival.  Yan  1 >4111  assented, 
on  the  condition  that  Cosby  should  reciprocate  bv  an 
equal  dis'ision  of  the  perquisites  received  by  him  from 
the  colonies  since  his  appointment  and  before  coming  to 
this  country.  This  demand  on  the  part  of  \'an  Dam  was 
sustained  by  the  ])eo[ile  generally,  but  Cosby,  despotic 
and  avaricious,  refused,  and  commenced  a suit  against 
Yan  Dam  for  half  of  his  salary.  As  the  gos'ernor  bv 
virtue  of  his  office  was  chancellor,  and  two  of  the  judge' 
his  personal  friends,  the  counsel  for  defense  took  excep- 
tions against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  The  excep- 
tions were  overruled  by  the  judges  in  the  interc't  of 
Cosby,  even  against  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  .Morris, 
who  was  immediately  removed  from  his  office  and  Colonel 
Cosby’s  claim  ordered  jiaid.  'I'iie  indignation  of  the 
public  at  such  arbitral')'  [iroceedings  found  vent  in  sipiibs 
and  ballads,  aimed  at  the  aristocracy,  and  ]>lacing  some 
of  the  members  of  the  legislature  in  a ludicrous  posiu.m. 
rhe  A'crc  )'(>/.(•  If 'eeX'/r  edited  b\  John  !’.  /ea- 

ger, in  defending  \'an  Dam  [uiblished  some  seierc  crit'- 
cisms  on  the  government,  arraigning  the  offieiais  for 
assuming  arbitrary  iiower  and  per\erting  their  oi;',.  i 
Stations  to  purposes  of  private  emolument.  riu-'C  ; q 
were  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the  common  h.in^ni..::.  . m; 
Zenger  was  arrested  and  im|irisoned  on  a t riniin.'.l  < 
for  [lublishing  a seditious  libel  against  the  go\  ermiii  . . 
M hen  the  trial  came  on,  the  publication  w.i'  .obi!. o ' 
and  ]iroof  offered  for  its  justification,  whicl'.  w.i'  i ' -i  < 
to  ij\  li'o'  ; o a i'll, )■ ev.i'.  ( .1  til' 
criminal  [II o>  eciling  for  ti' e [uiblie aii'  ; a , . 

ter,  the  truth  of  the-  facts  alleged  was  not  I'ro;-  1 
admitted  in  evidence,  and  he  was  sustained  by  ll.e  <oi.:: 
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Andrew  Hamilton,  the  counsel  for  the  defense,  resisted 
this  decision  of  the  rourt,  and  insisted  that  the  jury  were 
the  jud-i-s  of  holh  the  facts  and  tlie  law,  and  it  was  for 
them  to  inleriHi.^e  Iwtween  arliitrary  \iolatioii>  ot  law  anti 
ju>ti<  e and  tln  ir  iraended  vic:tim.  1 he  jury,  alter  ;i 
>horl  deliheratnai.  u:ne  a unanimous  verdict  ut  aaiuittal. 

( altli'Mieh  i'e]j'al>ed  hy  thus  verdict,  persisteirtly  con- 

tinued to  make  hini-elt  odious  to  tile  jieople  hy  otlier 
arl)itrar\  measures.  A tew  d.i_\''  hetore  his  death  he  < on- 
vened  his  council  in  his  hetl-i  haiuher  and  stisjieiuled  \ an 
Dam,  the  senior  memher  thereof,  upon  whom  the  e;o\  ern- 
ment  would  have  devolved  upon  his  decease.  He  died 
March  loth,  17,56.  The  council  convened  immediately 
after  his  death,  and  tjeorge  Clarke,  next  senior  coun- 
selor, was  declared  jiresident,  and  assumed  the  authority 
of  governor.  The  suspension  of  \ an  I)am  w as  declared 
illegal  by  a powerful  jiarty  in  his  favor,  and  a struggle 
ensued  between  him  and  Clarke  for  the  office,  both  exer-  | 
cisirig  auth.ority  until  October  30th,  when  Clarke  received 
a commission  from  England  to  act  as  lieutenant-gover- 
nor. He  sought  to  conciliate  those  hostile  to  him,  and 
to  keep  in  favor  with  the  aristocratic  jiarty  at  the  same 
time.  He  dissolved  the  Assembly  that  had  continued  in 
existence  for  many  years,  and  a new  one  was  elected, 
which,  to  his  chagrin  and  regret,  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  popular  party,  and  at  its  session  could  not  be  pre-  ! 
vailed  uiion  to  grant  a revenue  for  a longer  period  than 
one  year,  establishing  a precedent  that  subsecpient  Assem- 
blies did  not  depart  from.  i 


CHAPTER  VI. 


IHE  .U.LF.CF.n  PLOT  TO  BURN  NEW  YORK. FRFNCH  .\Nt) 

F:NGLISH  HOSTII.l  lies THE  CONTEST  FOR  I HE  OHIO 
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N 1741,  several  fires  having  occurred  in  New 


a York,  suspicions  were  awakened  that  a con- 
spiracy  had  been  formed  for  the  destruction 
of  the  city.  It  was  not  long  before  it  was 
charged  upon  the  negro  sla\'es,  who  at  that  time 
7^'-!  constituted  about  one-fifth  of  the  jiopulation. 

Cnivers.d  consternation  seized  upon  the  inh.ibilants. 
and  a general  panic  ensued,  in  which  reason  and  common 
sense  were  sc  arcely  entertained.  Rewards  w ere  oitered 
fill’  the  arrest  and  con\ action  of  the  offenders,  aiul  .1  full 
pardon  tendered  to  any  of  their  number  who  would  n.weal 
tlielr  kmo'.ledge  of  the  i ons|)iracy.  weak  negro  girl, 

named  .Mary  burton,  .1  servant  in  a low  bo.irding  hous',-, 
after  much  importunitv  and  full  promise  ot  jcirdon,  im;di- 
eated  several  negroes,  bv  c 'infessing  to  lu\e  heard  tluan 
t.dkiii;.  priv.ite!)  about  burning  the  1 ity.  They  were  ar- 
lesiev!  .ntd  exec  uted  on  this  sleuclcU'  testimom.  l tihers, 
aincmg  them  several  whites,  were  implic.ited  by  her,  and 
suffered  the  s.mie  t.ite,  ( tther  informers  ajii'eared,  at  is  sts 


became  numerous,  and  the  popular  fury  and  clelusi(,n  did 
not  subside  until  Marv  burton,  tlie  cdiief  infeuam  r,  ai'er 
trc.-cpient  examination^,  began  to  touch  char.n  let'  .ibove 
suspic  ion  and  kmnv  n to  be  innoc'eiu.  I'hen,  as  rea'on 
began  tc;  return,  the  delusion  jiassed  awav',  but  no?  until 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four  negroes  and  tweiilv-iou: 
whites  had  been  committed  to  imison,  and  nearly  forty  of 
these  unfortunates  executed.  In  the  commencement  oi 
his  administration  Clarke  had  succeeded  in  ca m ili.iting 
both  [larties  to  a consich.-rable  extent,  but  matiaged  before 
its  close  to  lo>c  the  c unfidence  of  both,  insomm  h tii.it 
his  retirement,  on  the  arriv  al  of  his  succ’essor,  .\dinir  il 
Ceorge  Clinton,  September  23d,  1743,  was  but  little  re- 
gretted. Eavcmable  accounts  of  Clinton’s  talents  am! 
liberality  had  been  proclaimed,  and  he  was  receivevl  with 
demonstrations  of  universal  satisfaction.  'I'he  election  of 
a new  Asseinlily  was  ordered,  and  a spirit  of  harmonv  so 
far  prevailed  that  he  concurred  in  all  its  measures. 

In  March,  1744,  war  was  declared  between  Engl.imi 
and  France,  and  measures  were  again  taken  for  the  1 im- 
ijuest  of  Canada.  'I'he  colonies  of  New  \'ork  and  NTw 
England  united  in  an  expedition,  to  co-o[ierate  with  a 
fleet  under  Commodore  Warren,  for  an  attack  on  the 
French  fortress  at  Louisburg,  on  Cape  breton  Islatnl. 
which  capitulated  in  June,  1745.  The  country  north  of 
Albany  was  seriously  molested  by  attacks  from  the  In- 
dians and  French.  'I'he  fort  at  Crown  Point  was  garri- 
soned with  a force  sufficient  to  enable  its  commander  i.a 
send  out  detachments  to  destroy  the  English  settlements. 
'Phe  settlement  at  Saratoga  was  burned,  and  nearly  all 
the  inhabitants  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  'Phis  was 
followed  by  an  attack  on  the  village  of  Hoosick.  'I'he 
fort  at  that  place  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Hawks, 
who  was  compelled  to  surrender,  thus  leaving  the  settle- 
ments, all  the  way  to  Albany,  open  to  the  enemy;  but 
measures  were  speedily  adopted  for  putting  the  frontier 
in  a state  of  defense.  In  1746  an  expedition  against 
Canada  was  resolved  upon  by  the  English  governinein. 
'Phe  colonies,  with  the  promise  of  assistance  from  Eng- 
land, entered  upon  the  design  with  much  zeal.  New  \'ork 
raised  sixteen  hundred  men  for  the  forces  directed  upi"? 
Crown  Point  and  Montreal.  P'.nglaml  failed  to  furni-ii 
the  promised  assistance,  and  the  e.xj?edition  proved  un- 
successful. P'eace  was  concludevl  at  .A.ix  la  (.'li.ipelle  in 
[74S.  Hostilities  ceased,  and  the  colony  enjoyed  a -hor; 
period  of  tran([uillitv.  Phe  harmony  between  the  .N-sum 
bly  and  the  governor  did  not  long  continue,  tor.  ;n  174'. 
an  open  disagreement  occurred,  and  almost  ci/ii^Lini 
bickerings  follow  ed.  In  1748  CJlimon  sent  a me- -.i^e 
the  .'isseinblv,  demanding  an  a|>propriati'in  lor  the-'  p;  ■ 
of  the  government  for  five  vears.  The  .\'seinb!v.  o',;;, 
regarding  it  as  a direct  attempt  tcv  render  the  c r.-wn  ;r 
dependent  of  the  iieople,  indign.intly  retiised:  and  aitc:  i 
few  weeks'  contention,  the  governor  prorogued  tli  11  1 
and  bv  sm  eessivx'  j .rorogatioiV'  ;irev--nteil  i'  ; 
for  ne.irly  tw-  y.-.ir-,  nntd  'iv  i>  lU  : ■ 

in  an  .il.rrnnng  c ouciitiun  u;r  w .iiu  oi  land',  ib  ■■ 
demands  for  a permanent  revenue  met  with  pcim  •■  ■'i 
refusal.  Opposed  and  embarrassed  by  iicdi'.ic.il  1 n i : 
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I triKlcrcil  lii^  resignation,  after  an  administration  of 
ten  \i'.irs,  ami  \»as  succeeded  ()ct(;l)er  loth,  1753' 

I Kmvers  ( )sborne.  The  new  governor  immediately  in- 
funned  the  council  tliat  his  instructions  were  to  maintain 
the  royal  prerogative  and  demand  a permanent  support  j 
for  the  government.  He  was  told  by  the  members  ^ 
present  that  the  Assembly  would  never  submit  to  the  de- 
mand, and  apjjeared  greatly  depressed,  the  loss  of  his 
wife  a short  time  before  having  already  thrown  him  into  j 
a melam  holv  state  of  mind,  bordering  on  insanity.  Know- 
ing the  difficulties  that  his  predecessor  had  exi'criem  cd, 
and  being  cliarged  with  instrm  lions  still  more  stringent, 
he  saw  in  the  tempest  bebsre  him  a itrosjiect  which  so 
worked  upon  his  morbid  mind  that  the  ne.xt  morning  he 
was  found  dead,  having  hung  himself  at  his  lodgings.  On 
his  death,  James  de  Lancey,  by  virtue  of  his  t'ornmission 
as  lieutenant-governor,  assumed  the  administration  of 
the  government.  He  had  formerly  been  a leader  in  the 
aristocratic  [larty,  but  recently  hatl  opposed  the  demands  1 
of  the  crown,  and  consequently  had  become  highly  popu- 
lar. Striving  to  retain  his  po[)ularity  by  favoring  the 
representatives  in  measures  advantageous  to  the  colony, 
while  holding  his  office  at  tlie  will  of  the  English  govern- 
ment, and  being  compelled  by  the  instructions  of  his  pred- 
ecessor to  convince  the  ministry  that  lie  was  zealous  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  crown,  his  task  was  peculiarly 
difficult;  but  it  was  performed  with  a shrewdness  and  skill  i 
creditable  to  his  ability  as  a statesman. 

By  the  treaty  of  Ai.\  la  Chapelle,  the  boundary  between 
the  French  and  English  colonies  was  left  as  indefinite  as 
before,  and  consequently  those  lands  which  both  claimed 
the  right  to  possess  were  still  in  dispute.  The  P'rench 
had  established  their  trading  posts,  missionary  stations 
and  fortifications  from  Canada  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
were  vigorously  j)ursuing  their  designs  for  the  extension  , 
of  their  [jower  and  dominions.  The  English  Ohio  Com- 
pany, formed  for  settlement  and  trade  with  the  Indians, 
obtained,  in  1749,  a grant  from  the  British  government 
of  an  extensive  tract  of  land  on  the  Ohio  river.  Chris- 
topher (list  was  sent  out  in  1751  to  explore  this  region,  i 

and  found  that  it  had  alrer.dy  been  visited  by  the  Frer.ch  ! 

traders,  who  had  so  intluenced  the  Indians  that  they 
were  very  susjficious  of  the  designs  of  the  English.  The 
claim  of  the  French  to  the  ownershi[>  of  this  region  was 
prioritv  of  discovery  and  occupancy.  I'he  Flnglish  had 
from  the  first  claimed  from  the  .Vtlantic  to  the  Pacific  by 
right  of  discovery  ; but  they  now  based  their  claims  on 
the  ground  that  the  country  belonged. to  the  Si.x  Natinns, 
who  had  i)laced  all  their  lands  under  the  jirotection  of 
England.  Commissioners  were  sent  to  treat  with  the 
Ohio  lndians;and  win  them  over  to  the  l-'.nglish  interest.  -• 
They  succeetled  m obtaining  a deed  of  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion from  the  Indians,  and  a guaranty  that  their  s.jttle- 
inents  should  not  be  molested  by  them.  The  ge'-vernor 
of  Canada,  per<  ei\in4  the  de.-'ign  of  the  Fnglish  tooccupv 
t!ie  Ohio  valley,  informed  the  gmemorsof  W-w  \'ork 
and  Pennsylvania  (,'f  the  cm  ro.u  hments  of  the  English 
tr.iders  u])on  what  he  cl. tuned  as  his  territorv,  and  of  his  j 
inlenlion  to  sei/j  them  wheicver  found.  ,\c(  ordinelv. 


in  1752  some  English  traders  were  seized  and  (onfiiu-d  m 
a fort  at  Presque  Isle,  on  Fake  Erie.  From  this  pou,- 
the  French  were  engaged  in  establishing  a chain  of  j.o,ts 
to  the  Allegheny,  opening  communication  to  the  ( >hio. 
and  keeping  it  clear  by  means  of  troofis  stationed  at  < (-n- 
venient  points  along  the  way.  The  Ohio  Companv,  see- 
ing this  intrusion  ui»on  their  lands,  com[)lained  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  of  which  colony  their  territory  was  a jiar; 
under  the  grant  of  the  crown.  He  resolved  to  send  .1 
trusty  messenger  to  the  French  commander  to  rem'Ui 
strate  against  these  encroachments,  and  Oeorge  \\';!sliin_- 
ton  was  entrusted  with  this  delicate  mission.  ( >n  r.  1 ' 
ing  the  post  of  Venango,  he  could  obtain  no  saiisfai 
the  officer  in  cenmnand  boldly  declaring  that  the  l-  rem.  !i 
intended'to  seize  on  the  whole  valley  of  the  Ohio.  IF 
proceeded  to  \Vaterford,  the  headquarters  of  the  Frem  li 
commandant,  St.  Pierre,  w'ho  received  him  with  courtesv. 
but  did  not  disguise  the  intentions  of  the  French.  Hi^ 
answer  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  was,  that  he  had 
taken  possession  of  the  Ohio  valley  under  the  authoritv 
of  the  governor  of  Canada,  and  by  his  orders  shoui-.l 
destroy  all  English  posts  therein.  It  was  now  obvi(Hi- 
that  the  Ohio  would  not  be  relinquished  without  a str,i_- 
gle.  The  Ohio  Company  commenced  to  construct  .n 
fort  at  the  confluence  of  the  .-Mlegheny  and  Monongaheia 
rivers,  on  the  site  of  Pittsburg.  The  governor  of  \'ir- 
ginia  dispatched  a small  force  to  protect  the  laborers  am! 
aid  in  constructing  the  fort,  and  wrote  to  inform  tin: 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  design  of  the  F'rench  to  occupv 
the  Ohio  valley.  He  likewise  sent  to  the  governors  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  for  aid  to  resist  the  aggres- 
sions of  the  French. 

When  the  Assembly  met  in  the  spring  of  1 754.  Oovernor 
De  Fancey,  in  his  message  to  that  body,  called  their  .0- 
tention  to  the  recent  encroachments  of  the  Frem  h,  and 
to  the  request  by  Virginia  for  aid  from  the  coh'nv  i f 
New  York.  The  Assembly  voted  only  a thousand  pour.d- 
for  aid,  and  to  bear  its  share  in  erecting  forts  along  the 
frontier. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1754,  ^Vashington.  with  a -m  ' 
body  of  troops  from  Yirginia,  set  out  for  the  dispute  ' 
territory,  with  sup[)hes  for  the  fort  in  course  of  con-'t r ■ 
tion  at  the  junction  of  the  Allegheny  and  Monongalu  ' 
When  near  Will’s  creek,  he  was  met  by  the  eiiM_:i  1 • 
Captain  Trent’s  company,  which  had  been  sent  out  :• 
protect  ami  help  build  the  fort.  From  him  he  ro  eo 
the  unwelcome  intelligence  that  while  they  were  ,'t  u.  '-. 
on  the  fort  the  French  troops  from  Venango  came  d:  v. 
the  river  with  their  artillery,  and  resistance  beir..;  C'l 
they  were  obliged  to  surrender  it  to  them.  The  1 : 
com[)leted  it  and  named  it  Fort  Dmpiesne,  .’.tier  _ - 

ernor  of  Canada.  On  hearing  this  new-,  W.;-:  _ 

reported  to  the  governors  of  \"irginia  ami  I’e”,:  -- 
the  situation  of  aff.iirs,  and  urged  them  to  h.i-i(  u ■ ; 
rcinfvw-  emeu;-,  .\.iv  ' . ;.e.  h('  - ■ 

Frem  h wer.-  on  ilub"  w.'V  to  inter<  cpi  ' ; 

mit  knowing  their  strength  he  fell  back  to  On  ' •• 
and  beg.tn  to  throw  iqi  an  intrenchment.  whuh  h.. 

Fort  .\ece-sitv.  While  here,  he  re<  eived  .t  ■ ■ 


.TT  y 


A' 


' 'I 


t- 


-i’ 

i 

f 

■3 


K . 


I 


HIsruRN'  OF  NIAC'.ARA  COUNTY,  XFAV 


tin:  cliicl'lain  Half  King,  nho,  with  a party  of  Indian 
warriors  was  a few  miles  distant,  informing  him  that  a | 
liody  of  1' rcTK  h were  in  his  vicinity.  He  immediately 
set  out  with  a part  of  his  men  for  the  cam[)  of  Half  i 
King.  An  attack  on  the  enemy,  whose  jmsition  had 
heen  discovered,  was  at  once  agreed  upon,  and  success-  j 
fidly  e.vecuted.  Receiving  additional  troops,  Washing- 
ton proceeded  toward  Fort  Dmpiesne,  but  liad  not 
gone  far  before  he  heard  of  the  advance  of  a large  body 
of  Frem  h and  Indians,  and  returned  to  Fort  Necessity. 
Here  he  was  soon  after  attacked  by  a superior  force,  and 
after  an  obstinate  resistance  accepted  the  terms  of  capit- 
ulation offered,  which  gave  him  permission  to  retire  un- 
molested to  Virginia. 

Thus  were  the  French  left  in  undis[)uted  possession  of 
the  entire  region  west  of  the  Alleghanies.  The  necessity 
of  I om  erted  action  on  the  part  of  the  English  colonies 
to  resist  their  aggressions  had  now  become  olj\  ious,  but 
unworih)  sectional  feelings  often  prevented  harmony  of 
action  for  a general  defense.  'The  Si.v  Nations  were 
aUo  becoming  alienated  from  the  English  by  the  influ- 
ence of  French  emissaries.  The  English  ministry,  aware 
of  this  critical  state  of  affairs,  had  advised  a convention 
of  delegates  from  all  the  colonial  assemblies,  to  secure  the 
continued  friendship  and  alliance  of  the  Six  Nations,  and 
to  unite  their  efforts  in  the  common  defense.  In  accord-  i 
ance  with  this  recommendation,  a convention  of  delegates 
from  the  colonies  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
was  held  at  Albany  in  June,  1754.  The  chiefs  of  the  Six 
Nations  were  in  attendance,  and  the  proceedings  were 
o|)ened  by  a speech  to  the  Indians  from  Governor  De 
Eancey,  who  had  been  chosen  president  of  the  conven- 
tion. A treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  was  renewed,  and 
they  departed,  a])parently  satisfied.  While  this  treaty 
was  being  negotiated,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Massachu- 
setts delegates,  a plan  for  the  union  of  the  colonies  was 
taken  into  consideration.  The  suggestion  was  favorably  j 
received,  and  a committee,  consisting  of  one  member 
from  each  colony,  was  appointed  to  draft  plans  for  this 
[)urj)()se.  d'he  fertile  mind  of  Benjamin  Franklin  had 
(omeived  the  necessity  of  union,  and  before  leaving 
home  he  had  prepared  a plan,  which  was  adojited.  It 
was  sirmiar  in  many  of  its  features  to  our  F'ederal  Con- 
siituiion,  framed  many  years  afterward.  The  provincial 
assemblies,  considering  it  too  much  of  an  em  roachment 
on  their  liberties,  rejected  it,  and  it  was  rejected  by  the 
English  government  because  it  gave  too  much  power  to 
the  peo[)le. 

CHAP'l'ER  VII. 

nil-,  RKsri.is  or  mcR  knomsh  f.xi'kditions  .vg.vinst 
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V A'i  j{(  )U('iH  England  and  F' ranee  were  nominally 
.It  ])eace,  the  frontier  was  desolated  by  sav- 
age horih’s  let  loose  upc>n  the  settlements  by 
the  Frem  h.  While  the  English  ministry  were 
Iiesiiating,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  at  that 
■ ^ tiuK'  w ( 'apt.un-Ceneral  of  tile  armies  of  (ircat 
Brii.im.  ->cnr  over,  e.irU  m 1755,  (leneral  Br.id- 
dock.  With  a ilctai  hment  trom  the  armv  in  Irel.invh 


Braddock,  soon  after  his  arrival,  met  the  colonial  gover- 
nors in  a conference  at  Alexandria,  to  devise  measure.-> 
for  repelling  the  encroachments  of  the  Frem  h.  Four 
.separate  ex[)editions  were  there  resolved  upon;  the  fir-t 
against  Nova  .Scotia;  the  second,  under  Braddock  him- 
self, for  the  recovery  of  the  (Jhio  valley;  the  third  against 
Fort  Niagara,  and  the  fourth  against  Crown  Point,  on 
Lake  Champlain.  'I'he  first  resulted  in  the  complete  re- 
duction of  Nova  Scotia.  The  second  and  most  import- 
ant, under  Braddock,  from  which  much  had  been  e.xjicc- 
ted,  wa.s,  through  the  folly  of  that  officer,  disastrous  in 
the  extreme.  Washington  had  repeatedly  urged  the 
necessity  of  sending  scouts  in  advance,  but  Braddock. 
obstinate  and  im])erious,  would  listen  to  no  w arnings  r f 
danger  from  Indian  ambuscades.  When  within  a few 
miles  of  Fort  Dmpiesne,  the  army  was  surjirised  by  the 
lurking  foe,  and  only  saved  from  total  destruction  by  the 
bravery  of  Washington,  who.  upon  the  fall  of  Braddock. 
assumed  command,  and  conducted  a retreat,  but  not  till 
more  than  half  the  force  had  been  .sacrificed.  The 
expedition  against  Fort  Niagara,  under  Gen.  Shirley, 
governor  of  Massachusetts,  was  also  unsuccessful.  His 
troops  hearing  of  Braddock’s  defeat,  soon  after  leaving 
Albany,  were  so  disheartenerj  that  many  of  them  deserted. 
.At  Oswego  he  was  detained  by  having  to  wait  for  the 
completion  of  boats.  When  these  were  completed,  he 
was  further  detained  by  heavy  storms  and  other  casual- 
ties, until  the  lateness  of  the  season  rendered  it  impru- 
dent to  proceed.  Leaving  a garrison  at  Oswego  under 
Colonel  Mercer,  he  led  back  the  residue  of  his  army  to 
.Albany,  and  returned  to  Massachusetts.  The  expedition 
against  Crown  Point  was  entrusted  to  General  Johnson. 
The  greater  part  of  the  troops  were  sent  forward  under 
General  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  to  the  head  of  boat 
navigation  on  the  Hudson,  which,  being  the  nearest 
point  on  that  river  to  Lake  Champlain,  was  called  the 
carrying  place,  where  they  erected  a fortification,  which 
was  afterward  named  P'ort  Edward.  Here  they  were 
joined  late  in  .August  by  Johnson,  who,  advancing  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army  to  the  head  of  Lake  George, 
established  a camp,  and  began  to  make  some  arrange- 
ments for  an  attack  on  Crown  Point,  but  aiijiarentlv  was 
in  no  hurry  to  prosecute  the  enteriiri>e.  Meanwhile 
Dieskau,  the  French  commander,  was  approaching  bv 
way  of  Lake  Champlain,  with  the  intention  of  sur]iri-ing 
Fort  F.dward,  cutting  off  Johnson's  retreat,  and  captur- 
ing his  army;  but  being  misleil  by  his  guides,  he  found 
himself  on  the  way  to  JohnsonV  camp  on  Lake  George. 
.Abandoning  his  first  intcntivin  of  attacking  Fort  F.ilward, 
he  continued  his  advance  on  L.ike  George.  Johnson, 
learning  that  the  French  were  avlvancing  to  the  Huvlxm, 
sent  out  Colonel  illianis  w ith  .1  thousand  troo|>s,  and 
Sachem  Hendrick  with  two  hundrv;d  Indi an>.  to  intcri  ept 
them  and  aid  Fort  F.dward.  'They  had  advanccvl  only  a 
few  miles  when  they  fell  into  an  .imbii'cadc,  in  widt  h 
both  Williams  and  Hcndriek  were  'l.iin,  .iinl  the  '■  • • 
hurricillv  retrc,H'.-il.  t lo-e|\  p d,  lie  t!",;  , ’ ■ ■ • 

thev  re.it  bed  tlic  ■ I’liip.  vlwu  the  C.iu.ulian  urhli.i  .1. 
Indians,  who  were  in  the  atlv.im  e,  pert  eiviug  the  .irtillerv 


EN(n,ISI[  EXPEDITIONS  AGAINST  THE  ERENCII. 


tlicy  would  have  to  confront,  skulked  into  the  surround- 
ing woods,  and  left  the  regulars  to  begin  the  attack, 
ihereby  giving  the  English  time  to  recover  from  the  con- 
fusion into  which  they  had  been  thrown,  and  undoubtedly 
saving  them  from  defeat.  A severe  struggle  ensued,  in 
which  the  French  at  length  began  to  give  way,  u[)on  ob- 
serving which  the  English  leajjed  over  their  breastworks 
and  dispersed  them  in  all  ilirections.  The  French  leader, 
Dieskau,  was  severely  wounded  and  taken  prisoner, 
lohnson  was  wounded  in  the  commencement  of  the  ac- 
tion and  retired  from  the  field,  and  the  whole  battle  was 
ilirected  by  General  Lyman,  who  proposed  and  urged  a 
vigorous  continuation  of  efforts  by  following  uj)  the 
routed  enemy,  jireventing  their  escajie  down  Lake  Cham- 
plain, and  attacking  Ti(  onderoga  and  Crown  Point;  but 
Johnson,  through  fear  or  some  other  cause,  not  easily  ex- 
|)lained,  withheld  his  consent,  and  allowed  the  French  to 
intrench  themselves  at  Ticonderoga,  while  he  spent  the 
residue  of  the  autumn  erecting  Fort  William  Henry,  on 
the  site  of  his  camp.  On  the  apjtroach  of  winter  he  gar- 
risoned it,  disbanded  the  remainder  of  his  army  and  re- 
turned to  Albany. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  1755,  Sir  Charles  Hardy  ar- 
rived in  New'  York  as  governor.  He  was  an  ailmiral, 
and  unac([uainted  with  civil  affairs.  Being  conscious  of 
his  deficiences  in  executive  ability,  he  soon  surrendered 
all  but  nominal  duties  into  the  hands  of  De  Lancey,  and 
in  1757  resigned  the  government  and  returned  to  his 
former  profession,  and  De  Lancey  again  became  gover- 
nor. At  a meeting  of  the  provincial  governor.s.  held  at 
Albany  in  December,  the  plan  discussed  for  the  campaign 
of  1756  consisted  of  movements  against  F'ort  Niagara 
w ith  six  thousand  men,  Fort  Diupiesne  with  three  thous- 
and, Crown  Point  with  ten  thousand,  and  two  thousand 
were  to  advance  on  the  F’rench  settlements  on  the  Chau- 
diere,  and  onward  to  Quebec.  At  this  time,  1756,  the 
population  of  the  province  of  New  York  was  96,775.  In 
•March,  De  Levy,  with  three  hundred  French  troops  from 
-Montreal,  penetrated  the  forests  to  the  Oneida  portage, 
took  and  destroyed  the  fort  at  that  point  and  returned  to 
Canada  with  the  garrison  as  prisoners.  Although  active 
hostilities  had  been  carried  on  for  two  years  in  the 
colonies,  the  Finglish  ministry  did  not  arouse  from  their 
imbecility  enough  to  issue  a formal  declaration  of  war 
against  France  until  the  17th  of  May,  1756.  Lord  T,ou- 
doun  w as  appointed  (.:ommander-in-chief  and  govi'rnor  of 
N irginia,  and  General  .\bercrombie  was  placed  second 
in  < ommand.  General  U inslow,  who  had  been  intrusted 
w ith  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  f nding  that  he 
had  not  sutticient  force  for  the  undertaking,  waited  for 
reintorceinents  trom  F'.nglantl.  J.ate  in  June  Alien  rorn- 
bie  arriv  ed  w ith  troops,  but  at  tiie  same  time  blighted  any 
h"pes  that  might  have  arisen  regarding  a vigorous  prose- 
' uiion  ot  the  war,  bv  showing  his  contempt  fo*'  the  ]iro- 
'‘im  iaU  in  announcing  th.tt  the  regul.u'  oft'a  ers  were  to  be 
"ver  dio^e  o|  the  s, line  rank  in  tile  prov  meial  service,  tin 
dlls  .uinoum  emetii  all  hainionv  for  a united  effort  was 
di'pelled.  The  men  began  to  desert,  and  some  of  the 
•'ll;,  i.  r-  dei  hired  diev  sliimhl  throw  up  their  < oinrai'si'ins 


if  the  obnoxious  rule  was  enforced.  'Phis  difficultv  was 
finally  adjusted  by  an  agreement  that  the  regulars  sliould 
remain  to  do  garrison  duty,  while  the  provincials  should 
advance  under  their  own  officers  against  the  enemv. 
Then,  instead  of  making  any  effort  for  the  relief  of 
Oswego,  which  was  in  danger,  Abercrombie  ordered  his 
troops  to  be  quartered  on  the  citizens  of  .Vlbany.  De 
Villiers  had  encamped  with  eight  iiundred  Frenchmen  at 
the  mouth  of  Sandy  Creek,  on  Lake  Ontario,  whence 
he  could  send  out  detachments  to  infest  the  water  jcisses 
leading  to  the  Oswego  fort,  and  intercept  sup|ilies  or  re- 
inforcements on  the  way  thither.  Colonel  Bradstreet. 
however,  succeded  in  throwing  some  jirovisions  into  the 
tort.  ( )n  his  return  befell  in  with  a parly  of  1 >e  \’illiers‘ 
men  in  ambush,  and  gained  a decisive  victory  over  them. 
Hearing  that  a large  force  was  already  on  its  wav  to  at- 
tack Oswego,  he  hastened  to  Albany,  and  informed  .\ber- 
crombie  of  the  contemplated  attack  and  the  necessity  of 
immediate  reinforcements.  But  it  was  all  in  vain,  as  the 
General  could  not  be  induced  to  move  before  the  arrival 
I *of  Lord  Loudoun.  It  was  nearly  August  before  Loudoun 
I made  his  appearance,  and  affairs  were  not  imjiroved  bv 
this  event.  Instead  of  making  an  immediate  effort  to 
avert  the  threatened  blow  at  Oswego,  he  began  slowly  to 
make  preparations  for  a descent  on  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point.  Reinforcements  were  sent  to  forts  Edward 
and  William  Henry.  This  procrastination  proved  fatal, 
I for  the  opportunity  of  relieving  Oswego  was  now'  lost. 
The  Manjuis  de  Montcalm,  successor  of  Dieskau.  had 
cut  off  communication  with  Albany,  and  on  the  i ath  of 
, August  opened  his  artillery  on  F'ort  Ontario,  nearly  op- 
posite Oswego.  The  fire  was  returned  by  the  garrison  till 
their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  when,  spiking  their  guns, 
they  retreated  across  the  river  to  F’ort  Oswego.  Mont- 
* calm  immediately  occupied  the  deserted  fort  and  turned 
such  guns  as  were  yet  serviceable  against  F'ort  Oswego. 
Colonel  Mercer  was  killed,  and  a formidable  breach  ef- 
! fected  in  the  walls.  Montcalm  was  making  prepara- 
j tions  for  storming  the  entrenchments,  when,  seeing  that 
the  defense  was  no  longer  pr.icticable,  the  garrison  sur- 
j rendered  themselves  [irisoners  of  war.  By  thi-,  affair  .••ix- 
teen  hundred  men,  one  hundred  cannon,  a large  ijuamity 
of  provisions  and  stores,  and  the  vessels  in  the  harbor,  all 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  and  were  safely  conv  ey- 
ed to  Montreal.  Montcalm  demolishevl  the  forts,  mucii 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  afterward 
sent  a delegation  from  each  castle  to  make  peace  with  the 
governor  of  Canada.  The  French  sent  their  emiss.uies 
among  them,  who  now  svicceeded  in  seducing  them  from 
the  Ivnglish  interests. 

riie  fall  of  Oswego  did  not  awaken  the  energies  of 
Lord  Loudoun — if  it  can  be  said  that  he  ])ossessed  anv  — 
but  on  the  contrarvhe  abandoned  all  offensiv  e oiier.uion- 
that  had  been  contemplated,  and  contenteil  himself  witit 
doing  nothing.  lEvaya  w.ist  d the  si-;i<on  i"  - ■ ’ 

ulleness,  he.  on  In  - .iniv.d  in  tiie  i itv  of  \\  w \ ■ ,, 
letted  a part  of  his  force  fi>r  free  w inter  ipiarteis  on  ih- 
I citizens,  regardless  of  the  reinonstr.ince  of  the  .luthoririi - 
auainsi  this  inv.ision  ot  their  riciits.  t'ver.twed  bv  hi' 
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|>ml.inc  tlirc.Us,  llu.*  t olonisls  found  ihcinsch cs  ohlij^cd  to 
siipjiort  the  Britisli  soldiers,  wlio  had  done  nothing  in 
their  behalf.  In  June  of  the  following  year  he  made  an 
ineffectual  effort  to  ca[)ture  I .(juisluirg.  Before  leaving 
New  York  he  renderetl  himself  still  more  detestable  to 
the  colonists  by  laying  an  embargo  upon  the  seaports 
from  Massachusetts  to  Y’irginia,  and  impressing  tour  j 
hundred  men  from  the  city  of  New  Y'ork  alone.  He  went 
to  Halifax,  where  he  was  largely  reinforced,  but  instead  i 
of  making  any  advance  on  I.ouisburg  contented  himself 
by  drilling  his  troo])s  in  mock  battles,  till  the  complaints 
of  his  inactivity  became  so  numerous  that  he  finally  gave 
orders  to  embark  for  that  place.  Almost  as  soon  as  the 
orders  were  given,  receiving  intelligence  that  Louisburg 
had  been  reinforceil,  and  that  the  French  tleet  contained  ! 
one  more  vessel  than  his,  he  countermanded  his  orders 
and  cameliac  k to  New  Y'ork,  having  ac  complished  noth- 
ing. While  he  was  thus  tritling,  Montcalm,  watchful  of 
his  mo\einents,  proceeded  with  a large  force  of  Trench 
and  Indians  against  Fort  YN'illiam  Henry,  then  in  com- 
mand of  Colcinei  Monroe,  with  about  twenty-two  hundred* 
men.  (ieneral  \\’ebb,  the  English  ccammander  in  that 
<]uarter,  was  at  Fort  Edward  with  a force  of  four  thous- 
and. Montcalm  landed  with  his  men  and  artillery  at  a 
point  about  two  miles  from  Fort  William  Henry,  where 
he  was  entirely  sheltered  from  its  guns  ; beleagured  its 
garrison,  and  sent  a summons  to  Monroe  to  surrender,  I 
whic  h he  defiantly  disregarded,  confident  of  being  relieved 
by  Webb.  The  French  then  opened  fire  on  the  fort, 
which  was  spiritedly  returned  by  the  garrison.  E.xpress- 
es  were  sent  to  Webb  imploring  aid;  but  that  cowarci 
remained  inactive,  terrified  at  thedistant  roarof  artillery. 
Finally,  after  repeated  solicitations,  he  allowed  Generals 
Johnson  and  Putnam,  with  his  rangers,  to  march  to  the  ^ 
aid  of  Monroe;  but  they  had  proceeded  only  a few  miles 
when  he  recalled  them,  and  sent  a letter  to  Monroe,  ad- 
vising him  to  surrender.  'This  letter  was  intercepted  by 
Montcalm,  who  forwarded  it  to  Monroe,  recpiesting  him 
to  follow  Webb’s  advice  and  save  further  loss  of  life. 

.Still  the  intrepid  c olonel  held  out  until  his  ammunition 
was  nearly  exhausted,  part  of  his  guns  disabled,  and  all 
hopes  of  assistance  abandoned,  and  under  these  dis- 
couraging circumstances  he  was  forced  to  capitidate  on  ' 
the  c;th  of  August,  and  the  sixth  day  of  the  siege.  Bv  the 
terms  of  surrender,  the  garrison  were  allowed  to  leave  the 
fort  with  all  the  honors  of  w.ir,  and  furnished  with  an 
ocort  to  Fort  Edward  On  the  next  morning,  when  they 
began  their  ma’c  h.  the  Indians,  who  h.icl  ^[lent  the  niuht 
m de  bauch,  began  an  indiscriminalc  mas^acre  and  robberv 
'U'  ihe  F,nali>h  iroop<.  He-'pite  the  efforts  of  Montcalm. 

Ill  m\  ot  ihc  di'.iriiied  and  ck'lenielc'i^  soldier.-^  were  >l.'iin. 

:■!  alb  thou-', iiic!  real  lied  I'drt  F.ilward.  Fort  W illi. iin 
M.iiia  w.o.  ihaiioll>hed.  (lellelMl  Weob,  p.l  IM  1\ /.eel  wi(h 
U iior.  prep, lied  to  tiiic-.ii,  allhoiigh  reinforc  ed  until  lii> 
irno.  W I-.  inoii.'  than  double'  th.il  ol  ihe  enciiu. 
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d Y^  these  repeated  failures  the  spirit  of  the  English 

ministrv  in  meeting  the  exigencies  of  the  oc- 
iy  'i|  = . . 

\ir  il'  J'  casion  was  aroused,  and  William  Pitt,  a very 

able  statesman,  was  intrusted  with  the  man- 
agement of  affairs.  His  accession  gave  a new 
I,  ^ impulse  to  the  national  energies,  and  the  cam- 
paign  for  1758  opened  under  more  favorable 
auspices.  Three  formidable  expeditions  were  projected 
for  this  year,  against  I.ouisburg,  Ticonderoga,  and  b'ort 
Dtupiesne  respectively.  Admiral  Ifosc  awen.  with  twentv 
ships  of  the  line  and  fifteen  frigates,  together  with  twebe 
thousand  men  under  General  .Yinhc'rst,  arrived  before 
Louisburg  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  and  entered  vigorou>lv 
upon  the'  siege  of  that  fortress,  and  on  the  26th  of  Julv 
the  French  commander,  finding  farther  op])osition  useless, 
surrendered  at  discretion.  'The  army  destined  for  the  re- 
duction of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  under  General 
-Ybercrombie,  consisting  of  nine  thousand  pro\  incials  and 
seven  thousand  regulars  with  a fine  train  of  artillerv,  as- 
sembled at  the  hetid  of  Lake  George,  where  they  embark- 
ed on  the  5th  of  July  for  the  fortress  of  Tic  onderoga. 
which  was  held  by'  Montcalm  with  about  four  thousand 
men.  They  landed  the  next  day  and  began  their  march, 
necessarily  leaving  their  artillery  behind  untibtlie  bridges, 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  could  be  rebuilt. 
It  was  the  purjiose  of  Abercrombie  to  hasten  forward  and 
carry  Ticonderoga  by  storm,  before  re-mforccmeiits  which 
were  expected  could  arrive.  'The  advance  partv  fell  in 
with  a body  of  the  enemy,  and  Lord  Howe,  the  second  in 
command  and  the  soul  of  the  ex['edition,  w as  killed.  The 
loss  of  Howe  was  severely  felt,  and  the  incompetent  Aber- 
crombie, uncertain  what  course  to  pursue,  fell  back  to  the 
landing  place.  Colonel  Bradstreet  advanced,  rebuilt  the 
bridges  and  took  jiossession  of  some  saw-mills  destroved 
by  the  enemy  about  two  miles  from  'Ticonderoga,  to  whic  h 
place  Aliercrombie  advanced  with  his  army,  and  sent  for- 
ward an  engineer  with  a jiarty  of  rangers  to  reconnoitre. 
'They  reported  tliat  tiie  works  could  be  easily  taken. 
Stark,  who  led  the  rangers,  thought  differently,  and  so 
advised  Abercrombie  ; but  he  rejected  his  advice  and  or- 
dered an  attack  without  artillery,  which,  after  a desperate 
struggle,  was  reiuilsed  w ith  the  loss  of  nearly  two  tluni'aml 
men.  W ith  the  great  force  still  at  his  comniand  .Ybef- 
crombie,  instead  of  brmeiiig  up  hi>  .irtillerc'  to  bombard 
the  Fretic  h work',  soiiuch'd  a retreat,  .ind.  tinpiir'iied  bv 
the  eneima  returned  to  the  head  of  L.ike  George  am!  'ent 
his  artiller\-  ,ind  stores  to  .\lb.in\-. 

Colonel  Br.id'l ree'.  :m xious  1. 1 do  someihin-j  n,  r, • 

the  disgrace  ot  c : 

peditioii  .ig.imst  I iiit  I ' ■ : 

ill  c'l  on  Lake  ( >111. irio,  'ii rivm iered  on  t be  :01b  ot  .\':^i!'i. 

The  c omiu.ind  <>l  tlie  e\|iedii!on  ,u:.i'n'i  l-orl  1'  : . a a e 
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was  given  to  General  ForI>es.  Contrary  to  the  advice  of  | 
Washington,  Forl)es  insisted  on  having  a new  road  cut  to 
the  fort.  With  this  and  (.-tiler  delay.i.  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vendier  the  English  forces  were  still  forty  miles  from  their 
destination,  when  it  was  resolved  to  go  into  winter  ([uar-  . 
ters.  Washington,  satisfied  of  the  inability  of  the  garri- 
son to  resist  an  attack,  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  j 
|)tish  forward  with  his  Virginians,  and  on  his  approach  the 
French  set  fire  to  the  fort  and  fled.  On  the  a5th  ^\'ash■ 
ington  took  possession  of  the  ruins,  and  changed  the  | 
name  from  I)u([tiesne  to  Pittsburg. 

Although  Louisburg  and  Fort  Ducpiesne  had  been 
retaken,  still  there  could  be  no  security  for  the  frontier  so 
long  as  Fort  Niagara  and  the  jiosts  on  Lake  Cham[)lain 
were  held  by  the  French,  nor  even  while  Canada  remain- 
ed unsubjugated.  Accordingly,  ade([uate  preparations 
were  made  for  the  campaign  of  1759.  Abercombie  was 
superseded  in  the  command  of  the  expedition  against 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  by  General  Amherst. 
General  Wolfe  was  directed  to  ascend  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  Quebec,  and  General  Prideaux  was  to  take  F'ort 
Niagara  and  proceed  to  Montreal.  He  was  joined  by 
General  Johnson  at  Oswego,  from  which  point  he  sailed 
for  Fort  Niagara,  leaving  Haldimand  with  a force  at 
Oswego.  The  latter  was  soon  afterward  attacked  by  a 
body  of  French  and  Indians,  but  succeeded  in  repulsing 
them.  On  the  7th  of  July  Prideaux  appeared  before 
Niagara,  but  soon  after  the  siege  began  he  was  killed  by 
the  premature  bursting  of  a shell.  Johnson  succeeded  j 
to  the  command,  and  the  siege  continued  \\  ithout  cessa- 
tion. On  the  24th  a force  of  nearly  three  thousand 
French  and  Indian  troops  made  an  effort  to  raise  the 
siege.  A sharp  conflict  ensued,  in  which  the  relieving 
force  was  defeated,  and  the  next  day  the  garrison  sur- 
rendered. ' 

General  Amherst,  with  a force  of  nearly  twelve  thousand 
men,  arrived  at  Ticonderoga  on  the  2 2d  of  July,  and  in 
four  days  thereafter  the  garrison  abandoned  the  post  and 
withdrew  to  Crown  Point,  which  also  was  abandoned  on 
the  approach  of  Amherst. 

The  strength  of  (Quebec  was  well  known,  and  General 
Vv^olfe  left  Louisburg  under  convoy  of  a large  fleet  and 
eight  thousand  regulars  to  ca])ture  it.  It  was  intended 
that  Amherst  should  sweep  Lake  Champlain,  capture  | 
Montreal,  and  form  a junction  with  Wolfe  before  (Juebec, 
but  he  failed  to  accomplish  his  part,  and  Wolfe  alone  ! 
had  the  glory  of  taking  tliat  strong  fortress.  On  the 
27th  of  June  ho  landed  on  the  Isle  of  Orleans,  a few 
miles  below  the  city.  Montcaim  occupied  the  place  with  ^ 
thirteen  thousand  men,  and  a strongly  entrenched  camp 
extended  below  the  city  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  the 
-Montmorenci.  General  Momkton  took  a po>ition  at  ! 
Point  Levi,  opposite  (Juebec,  with  but  bttie  opposition,  ' 
and  erected  batteries  frejm  wliich  the  lower  town  was  con- 
siderably damaged,  but  no  impression  could  be  marie  on  the 
w alls  of  tile  (ity.  General  Wolfe  crossed  the  St.  L.’wren.ic 
ami  encamped  on  the  bank  of  tlie  .Montmorem  i within  | 
«. .innon  shot  of  the  enemy  on  the  o])posite  side,  and  re- 
si.lved  to  storm  the'r  strong  ( am[-.  .Monckt  >n  t r-voed 


the  St.  Lawrence  a little  above  the  Montmorenci,  ami  at 
the  same  time  the  forces  on  the  oj-posite  side  forded  that 
stream  and  joined  his  division.  'I'he  grenadiers,  impa- 
tient of  restraint,  rushed  up  the  bank  before  the  troopN 
that  were  to  su|)port  them  c(juld  be  made  available,  and 
were  conse-|Uently  rejiulseil  with  fearful  loss,  when  thev 
took  shelter  behind  a redoubt  which  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  enemy  in  the  commencement  of  the  action.  At 
this  time  a temiiestuous  thunder-storm  broke  over  the 
belligerents,  and  before  it  aliated  night  came  on,  and  the 
English  were  obliged  to  recross  the  river.  Weeks  passed, 
and  the  capture  of  Quebec  seemed  as  far  off  as  ever. 
I'he  arrival  of  Amherst  was  looked  for  in  vain,  and 
W'olte  and  his  officers,  ueary  and  impatient  of  delav, 
concerted  a plan  for  scaling  the  Heights  of  Abraham, 
back  of  (Juebec,  and  thus  forcing  the  French  into  an 
engagement.  The  cani[)  at  Montmorenci  was  broken  up 
and  the  troops  conveyed  to  Point  Levi.  Admiral  Holmes 
ascended  the  river  with  a part  of  the  troops  and  artillerw 
At  night  the  remainder  proceeded  up  the  river,  and 
Montcalm,  thinking  they  were  about  to  raise  the  siege, 
remained  in  his  camp,  while  Pourgainville  inarched  uj) 
the  river  to  prevent  their  landing.  Before  daylight  the 
British,  returning  silently  down  the  ri\er,  unperceived  by 
the  French,  landed  and  ascended  the  precijiice.  The 
French  guard  was  dispersed,  and  by  daylight  five  thous- 
and regulars  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array  on  the  Plains 
of  Abraham.  When  this  intelligence  reached  Montcalm 
he  saw  at  once  the  danger  of  his  garrison,  and  marched 
his  army  across  the  St.  Charles  to  attack  the  English.  ,\ 
fierce  battle  followed,  in  whiclt  both  Wolfe  and  Montcalm 
were  slain  and  the  French  army  defeated,  and  on  the 
1 8th  of  September,  five  days  after,  Quebec  was  surren- 
dered to  the  English. 

In  the  following  Spring  De  Levi,  the  successor  of 
IMontcalm,  attempted  the  recajiture  of  Quebec,  which 
had  been  left  in  charge  of  General  Murray  with  seven 
thousand  men.  I)e  Levi  advanced  upon  the  city  with  an 
army  of  ten  thousand,  and  Murray  marching  out  to  attack 
him,  was  defeated  and  forced  to  retreat  to  the  city.  1 )e 
Levi  followed  up  his  success,  but  on  the  arrival  of  the  Eng- 
lish fleet  in  the  St.  Lawrence  he  retired  in  great  alarm  to 
Montreal.  General  Amherst  apjieared  before  that  citv 
on  the  6th  of  September,  1760.  Murra)'  approache«.l 
from  (Juebec  on  the  same  day,  and  on  the  dav  bfilowing 
Colonel  Haviland  arrisetl  with  his  division  from  Gronn 
Point.  De  Vaudreuil,  the  go\ernor-general.  despair  ng 
of  a successful  defense,  capitulated  on  the  8th.  .Vs  the 
result  of  this  cam[)aign,  Canada,  with  all  her  dependen- 
cies. fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Engli.sh,  and  h('>tiiitie> 
between  the  colonies  of  the  two  nationalities  cea-e-i. 
Peace,  howe\er.  was  not  concluded  between  England 
France  until  February  loth,  1763,  when  France  cede-1  m 
England  all  her  possessions  in  Canada. 

('ll  the  .P'th  uf  ju!\,  1 7(10,  ( lo\ erm -r  !)■  1 ■ 

denly  (.bed,  and  < '.ulw  allader  Cdldeii  t-.i-'x  - I . ■ 
gosernmenl,  being  jiresident  of  the  coum  d.  in  .Vc,.-:. 
1761,  he  received  his  C(ammissii)n  as  lieuten.int-guv erm  r. 
The  death  of  I 'e  Lance)'  left  the  seat  o'  cine'-:  i-i:>  e 
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irant,  and  the  remaining  judges,  having  doulited  their  j 

ability  to  issue  processes  since  the  deatli  of  King  (leorge  , 

II.,  under  tvliom  they  had  held  their  old  commissions, 
urged  Golden  to  appoint  a successor.  Golden  reapiesred 
the  Golonial  Secretary  of  State  to  nominate  a chief-jus- 
tice, and  he  not  only  nominated  but  a[ipointed  Henjamin 
I’ratt,  a lawyer  from  Koston,  to  hold  the  position  at  the  1 
pleasure  of  the  King  instead  of  during  good  behavior,  as 
formerly.  'I'lie  people,  regarding  this  as  an  encroachment 
on  tiieir  rights  and  liberties,  vigorously  protested,  and  the 
remaining  jtidges  e\en  refused  to  act  longer  unless  they 
could  hold  their  commissions  during  good  beha\ior. 
When  the  As.iembly  met.  Golden  rcipiested  that  the  salarv 
of  the  chief-justice  should  be  increased,  but  that  body 
not  only  refused  to  increase  it,  but  refused  to  provide  for 
it  unless  tiie  judges' commissions  secured  them  their  seats  ^ 
during  good  behavior.  The  chief-justice  having  served 
some  time  without  a salary,  the  income  of  the  royal  quit- 
rents  of  the  province  was  appropriated  to  his  compensa- 
tion. 

General  Robert  Monkton  was  appointed  governor  of 
N'ew  York,  and  assumed  the  reins  of  government  in  (Oc- 
tober, 1761,  but  left  on  the  13th  of  the  follow  ing  month 
to  command  an  expedition  against  Martinique,  lea\  ing 
the  administration  of  affairs  again  in  the  hands  of  Golden. 

In  1763  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and  Xew 
Hampshire  became  a subject  of  much  controversy.  The  j 
disiiuted  territory  was  the  tract  of  land  between  the  Gon- 
necticut  river  and  Lake  Ghamplain,  comprising  what  is 
now  known  as  the  State  of  Yermont.  The  patent  grant- 
ed to  the  Duke  of  York  in  1664  included  all  the  land 
west  of  the  Gonnecticut  river  to  the  east  side  of  Dela- 
ware Lay.  Gontroversies  had  arisen,  growing  nut  of  the  ^ 
indefinite  character  of  their  respective  charters,between  i 
the  p.rovince  of  New  York  and  those  of  Gonnecticut  and 
Massachusetts  relative  to  their  boundaries,  which  had 
lieen  adjusted  by  negotiation  and  compromise.  The  line 
agreed  upon  was  to  extend  north  and  south  twenty  miles  ^ 
east  of  the  Hudson  river.  New  Hampshire,  regardless 
of  justice  or  title,  insisted  upon  having  the  same  western 
boundary.  Against  this  claim  New  York  vigorously  pro- 
tested. but  the  protests  were  unheeded,  and  the  go\eruor 
of  New  Hampshire  continued  to  issue  grants  until,  in 
1763.0110  hundred  and  thirtv-eight  townships  had  been 
granted.  Alarmed  at  this  encroachment,  and  in  order  to 
stop  these  jiroceedings.  Governor  Golden,  in  December. 

I 7O3,  issued  a proclamation  claiming  jurisdiction  to  th.e 
Gonnecticut  ri\er  under  the  patent  granted  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  commanded  the  sheriff  of  Albanv'  countv  to 
return  the  names  of  all  persons  who,  b\-  virtue  of  the 
.New  ll.imi'.dairc  grants,  h.ad  taken  possession  of  land.s 
west  of  the  Gonnecticut  river.  This  was  foilosved  bv  a 
' ounter  proi  l.iination  from  tlie  gocernor  of  New  Hamp-  ^ 
^hire,  declaring  that  t!ie  grant  to  th.e  Duke  of  \'ork  wa.s 
tib-ulete.  and  that  his  grantee.-^  should  be  protet  ted  in 
the  |Hi-,-,e'.>ion  of  their  hinds.  I hroiigh  tlie  Ihi.irii  of 
'I'r.nle  the  di-'puted  question  was  referred  to  the  crown,  | 
■ind  in  171)4  a decision  was  obtained  pronoum  ing  tjie  - 
Gomiei  til  ut  rivet  the  boundarv  between  the  jjrovin.  es  of  ! 


New  York  and  New  Hampshire.  Upon  this  decision 
the  government  of  New  York  dec  lared  the  grants  from 
the  governor  of  New  Hampshire  illegal,  and  insisted  th.at 
the  grantees  should  surrender  or  re-purchase  the  lands 
upon  which  thev  had  settled.  To  this  unjust  demand 
the  greater  part  refused  to  accede,  and  the  governor  of 
New  York  thereupon  granted  their  lands  to  others,  who 
brought  ejectment  suits  against  the  former  occupants, 
and  obtained  judgment  at  the  courts  of  Albany.  All  at- 
temjits,  however,  of  the  e.xecutive  officer.^  to  enturce  tlter^e 
judgments  met  with  a spirited  resistance,  and  led  to 
continual  hostilities  between  the  settlers  and  the  govern- 
ment of  New  York. 


GHAPTER  IX. 


THE  .XPrRO.VCH  OF  THE  REVOLfTIOX P.VTRIOTIC  ATTI- 
TUDE OF  NEW  VORK. THE  FIRSl'  I’.ATTEE  FOUGHT  IN' 

G7°- 


HE  representative  assemblies  of  the  provinces 
had  occasionally  remonstrated  against  the 
various  acts  of  Parliament  which  tended  to 
abridge  their  liberties,  and  the  regulation  of 
, the  Board  of  Trade  bv  which  their  manufac- 

tures  and  commerce  were  injuriously  attecred  ; yet 
• their  attachment  to  the  mother  country  and  regard 

for  her  institutions  had  not  to  any  considerable  extent 
been  weakened.  But  now  the  borders  of  the  B,.evolution- 
ary  struggle  were  reached  ; the  time  had  arrived  when 
unquestioned  submission  to  the  exactions  of  arbitrary 
power  had  ceased  to  be  considered  a virtue,  and  knowing 
the  value  of  their  liberties,  the  colonies  firmly  asserted 
their  rights.  They  were  heavily  burdened  by  the  expenses 
of  the  late  war,  for  which  they  had  liberally  contributed, 
materially  aiding  in  procuring  for  the  English  government 
a vast  and  valualile  accession  of  territory  ; yet  their  gen- 
erous support  of  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  realm  the 
British  ministry  regarded  as  only  the  exercise  of  a duty, 
and  before  the  smoke  had  fairly  drifted  away  from  the 
battle  ground.s  began  to  devise  plans  for  taxing  th.em  to 
raise  a revenue  without  their  consent.  The  first  measure 
which  aroused  the  colonists  to  a liv  ely  sense  of  their  dan- 
ger wa.s  the  issuing  of  writs  of  assistance,  which  the  Eng- 
lish minislry  had  determined  to  force  upon  them.  These 
were,  in  effec  t,  search  warrants,  )' hereby  custom-house 
officers  were  en.ibled  the  lietter  to  collect  revenues  bv 
breaking  open  iimi.se;^  or  stores  th.it  were  suspected  of  con- 
taining concealed  contraband  goods.  This  exercise  of 
arbitrary  power  crc.ited  indignation  and  al.irm,  and  the 
colonists  re>olvetl  to  resist  jt.  Bublic  meetings  were  hekl, 
and  remon^tl^ln^■e.^  sent  to  I’arliament,  but  without  elfect. 
'flic  mini'iry  w ere  determined  to  denw  a h-vl'  .a  : r .. 
(he  colonic',  eillier  bv  import  ihuio  or  doivi  t t.i  v 
orouslv  levievl  and  collet  ted.  aiul  the  writs  were  gra.ntevl  : 
l)iit  the  feelings  of  the  peojile  were  such,  that  the  custom- 
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house  officers  never  aftempted  to  carry  their  new  jiowers 
into  evTution. 

In  I 764  ( icorec  (irem  ille,  tlien  at  the  head  of  tlie  I'.na- 
IRh  ministry,  submitted  to  tlie  Ffouseol  Common-^  a pro|'- 
osition  for  raisin';  a revenue  by  tlie  sale  of  stamps  to  the 
colonists,  at  the  same  time  assuring;  the  colonial  agents 
that  he  would  tiot  [)ress  its  immediate  adoption,  but  leave 
the  plan  open  for  consideration.  When  intelligence  reach- 
ed the  ( olonists  that  sucli  an  act  was  meditated  by  the 
ministry,  discontent  was  everywhere  visible.  The  provin- 
cial assemblies  strenuously  refused  to  recogni/e  the  right 
of  Parliament  to  ta.\  tlieui  without  their  consent,  and  as- 
serted the  sole  right  to  tax  themsehes.  They  passed 
resolutions  of  remonstrance,  and  clearly  demonstrated  that 
taxation  without  representation  in  Parliament  was  unjust 
anil  tyrannical  ; but,  in  contemptuous  disregard  of  all  re- 
sjiectful  remonstrances  and  petitions,  the  Stamp  Act  was 
passed  in  March,  1765.  By  its  pro\isions  no  legal  or 
commercial  documents  were  valid  unless  written  or  print- 
ed on  stamited  paper,  upon  which  a price  was  set,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  instrument,  payable  to  otficers  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown.  The  passage  of  this  act  created 
feelings  of  resentment  throughout  the  colonies,  accom- 
[)anied  by  a determination  to  resist  or  evade  its  enforce- 
ment. d'he  people  of  New  York  were  among  the  most 
bitter  in  their  opposition  to  the  measure.  An  association 
styling  itself  the  Sons  of  Liberty  held  meetings  to  discuss 
plans  for  resistance.  The  obnoxious  act  was  reprinted 
and  paraded  about  the  streets  of  New  York  city,  bearing 
the  insi*ri[)tion,  “The  folly  of  England  and  ruin  of  Ameri- 
ca.” A committee  was  appointed  bs’  the  New  York  As- 
sembly in  October,  1764,  to  corres[)ond  with  the  several 
colonial  assemblies,  with  a view  to  resisting  the  oppres- 
sive measures  of  Parliament.  'Phey  suggested  to  the  sev- 
eral colonies  the  holding  of  a convention,  to  remonstrate 
against  the  violation  of  their  liberties.  This  suggestion 
was  heartily  responded  to,  and  delegates  were  appointed, 
who  convened  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1765.  This  body  continued  in  session  two  weeks, 
and  adopted  a declaration  of  rights,  a petition  to  the  King, 
and  a memorial  to  Parliament,  in  which  the  principles  by 
which  the  colonies  were  governed  through  the  Revolution 
were  clearly  foreshadowed. 

The  Stamp  Act  was  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of 
No\  ember.  As  the  apj'ointed  time  drew  near  the  excite- 
ment increased,  and  when  the  day  had  finally  arrived 
llags  lloated  at  half  mast,  bells  were  tolled  as  on  funeral 
occasions,  and  many  other  manife-.tations  of  public  sorrow 
and  discontent  were  made.  The  stamjied  [uiper,  is  hii  h 
had  jirei  ioush'  arrived,  hail  been,  deposited  in  the  fort  for 
s.ife  keejiing,  under  the  direction  of  ('jmernor  Cohlen, 
who  had  laketr  the  oath  to  execute  the  .Rtamp  .\i  t.  but 
Ml  Evers,  who  hail  been  appointed  by  the  < r mn  to  man- 
•ige  its  distribution  and  sale,  seeing  the  numife-tal  ion,,  of 
,'oiiular  indign.ition,  resigned.  In  the  eiening  the  Sons 
ot  Libert)  a()peared  before  the  fort  and  demanded  the 
stamped  paper.  On  being  refused,  the)'  repaired  to  the 
O' ii'nmons,  where  thev  hung  (boernor  t'oldeii  in  ehiei, 
,u,d  returned  to  the  fcul  \>  iih  hi-  inug''.  Not  bein.,  .al- 


■ mitted  at  the  gate,  they  broke  into  Colden's  stable,  anil 
brought  out  his  carriage,  phu  ed  the  eftigy  in  it.  [laraded 
the  streets,  and  returned  to  the  fort,  where  it  was  again 
hung.  They  then  ma.de  a bonlire  .mil  burned  the  carriage 
and  Its  accomiianiments.  A [larty  iiroceeded  to  the 
house  of  Major  James,  an  artillerv  officer  who  had  ren- 
dered himself  particularly  obnoxious,  destroyed  the  furni- 
ture, and  carried  off  the  colors  of  the  Royal  Artiller) 
regiment.  'fhe  next  day  Golden  announced  that  he 
should  not  issue  any  of  the  stamped  paper  while  he  re- 
mained in  office,  but  leave  it  to  his  sijccessor,  who  was 
already  on  his  way  from  England.  Hut  the  Sons  of 
Liberty,  not  satisfied  with  this  assurance,  insisted  that 
the  stamfied  pa[)er  should  be  delivered  into  their  hands, 
and  threatened  to  take  it  by  force  if  it  was  not.  The 
Common  Council,  alarmed  at  their  ungovernable  fury, 
requested  that  the  jiaper  might  be  deposited  in  the  (fitv 
Hall,  w hich  was  done,  and  a guaranty  given  for  its  safe 
keeping.  In  the  meantime,  at  a meeting  called  by  the 
citizen.i,  a committee  was  appointed  to  correspond  with 
the  merchants  of  the  several  colonies,  inviting  them  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  not  to  import  certain  goods  from 
England,  which  suggestion  was  promptly  acted  upon,  and 
the  trade  with  England  almost  ceased. 

When  the  new  governor,  .Sir  Henry  Moore,  arri'.ed,  he 
was  disposed  to  carry  the  Stamp  Act  into  execution,  but 
the  unanimous  advice  of  his  council,  together  with  the 
unmistakable  character  of  public  sentiment,  soon  con- 
vinced him  of  the  foil)'  of  such  an  attempt.  The  Sons  of 

■ Liberty  seized  ten  boxes  of  stamped  paper,  on  the  arrival 
of  a vessel  containing  it,  conveyed  it  to  the  shi[)-yards. 
and  it  was  consumed  in  a bonfire.  The  .Stamp  Act  was 
so  odious  to  the  colonies,  and  their  opposition  to  it  was 

I so  effective,  that  it  was  rejiealed  on  the  iSth  of  March, 
1766;  but  immediately  on  its  repeal  a bill  was  passed 
declaring  the  absolute  right  of  Parliament  “ to  tax  the 
colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever.”  The  rejieal,  however, 
was  not  owing  to  any  a'ppeals  from  the  colonists,  for 
Parliament  w ould  not  receir  e the  petitions  of  the  Coloni- 
al Congress,  because  that  body  had  not  been  summoneil 
to  meet  by  it;  but  it  was  because  of  the  influence  of 
I.ondon  merchants,  whose  trade  was  seriously  affected 
by  the  non-importation  agreement.  Notwithstanding  the 
declaratory  act  that  accom|ianied  the  repeal  the  news  was 
hailed  with  a delirium  of  delight,  and  the  city  was  in  a 
blaze  of  illumination  in  honor  of  the  event.  On  the 
King's  birthday,  which  occurred  soon  afterward,  the  New- 
Yorkers  as.'.embled,  and  with  enthusiastic  manifestations 
of  loyalty  erected  a liberty-pole,  inscribed  to  the  King. 
Pitt,  and  Libert)'.  The  Assembly  met  in  June,  and  th.e 
C.ocernor  requested  its  compliance  with  the  demand-'  of 
the  ministr)'  in  relation  to  furnishing  supplies  for  the 
troeqis  stationed  in  New  N’ork  citv.  Some  controicr>\ 
ensUi'd  upon  the  •'ubjeef.  and.  on!\'  .1  part:,'!  ciunc-':  ■ 

could  be  obt, lined  ficin  the  .\'"-cmbl\. 

I'he  si.iund'  of  rejoicing  which  followed,  the  repc.d  iC 
the  Stamp  .\(  t hail  hardl)'  passeil  aw.t)'  before  the  ininis- 
tr\',  b\  its  unju't  actv,  ag.dn  a.wakened  the  murmur-;  of 
ouierU,  .iU.i  the  d.n  b.r  itoi-'.  .mt  bii-ait  t"  f.  ■-  . 
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dam]>on  all  the  ho[)es  of  the  colonists.  The  i)artial  pro- 
vision of  the  Assembly  for  supporting  the  troo[)s  was  | 
distasteful  to  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  who  well  knew  the 
soldiers  were  sent  to  enforce  the  abridgement  of  American 
liberties,  and  on  their  arrival  did  not  disguise  their  feelings. 
Animosities  arose  between  them,  and  the  soldiers,  believ- 
ing that  it  was  owing  to  the  Sons  of  I.iberty  that  the  As- 
sembly had  not  been  more  liberal  in  furnishing  them  with 
supitlies,  retaliated  by  cutting  down  the  citizens'  flagstalt. 
The  next  day,  while  the  citizens  were  replacing  it,  they 
were  assaulted  by  thetrooi^s,  and  several  of  them  wound- 
ed. The  officers  were  indifferent  to  this  conduct  of  their 
men.  and  other  outrages  were  committed.  The  Assem-  ' 
bly  met  again  in  Xovember,  when  the  governor  placed  I 
before  it  the  instructions  of  the  ministry,  rcnpiesting  that 
immediate  provision  for  the  troops  should  be  made;  but  i 
their  outrageous  conduct  had  so  disgusted  the  legislators 
that  they  refused  to  comjily,  and  were  severely  censured 
by  the  crown.  Farliament  declared  the  legislative  [lowers  I 
of  the  Assembly  annulled,  and  forbade  the  governor  and 
council  to  give  their  assent  to  any  act  passed  by  that  body  j 
until  umjualified  com[)liance  with  the  demands  of  the 
government  had  been  obtained. 

In  June,  1767,  a bill  was  passed  by  Parliament  im[)os- 
ing  a duty  on  tea,  glass,  lead,  pa[)er,  and  printers’  colors 
imported  into  the  colonies.  This  act  was  shortly  followed 
by  another  re-organizing  the  colonial  custom-house  system, 
and  establishing  a board  of  revenue  commissioners.  When  | 
intelligence  of  these  acts  reached  the  colonies  the  excite- 
ment was  renewed,  and  the  non-importation  agreement 
revived.  The  colonists  saw  that  Parliament  intended  to 
tax  them  in  some  way,  and  declared  that  taxes  on  trade 
for  a revenue  were  as  much  a violation  of  their  rights  as 
any  other  taxes.  In  1768  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts 
addressed  a circular  letter  to  the  other  colonies  referring 
to  the  acts  of  Parliament,  and  soliciting  their  co-opera- 
tion in  maintaining  the  common  liberties.  This  so  offend- 
ed the  ministry  that  a letter  was  sent  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  several  colonial  governors,  forbidding  their  \ 
assemblies  to  correspond  with  that  of  Mas^jachusetts. 
When  the  Assembly  of  New  York  was  convened  the  gov- 
ernor placed  the  document  before  it,  and  requested  their 
obedience  to  its  mandates.  The  Assembly  unhesitatingly 
refused  ; declared  its  right  to  corresjjond  with  any  other 
of  the  legislatures;  denounced  the  infringements  u[)on  its 
rights  by  Parliament ; and  was  dissolved  by  the  gover- 
nor. The  peoitle  sustained  their  representati\ es,  and 
when  a new  .Assembly  convened  in  Ajjril,  1769.it  was 
found  that  but  very  little  change  had  been  effected  by  the 
election. 

The  death  of  fsir  Henry  Moore  occurred  (ui  the  iith  of 
Se[)tember,  1769.  His  mild  and  prudent  course  in  a^■oid- 
ing  conlr(Jver^y  as  far  as  possible  had  endeared  him  to 
the  colony,  anil  his  death  was  much  lamented.  l!y  that 
event  the  governmeitt  again  ilewolved  upon  ( .’atlwallader 
Colden.  'The  English  merchants,  sulfering  from  the  non- 
importation agreement,  had  joined  their  petitions  with 
tho^e  of  the  colonists  for  the  repe.il  of  the  obnoxious 
ctistom  liouse  act,  and  a i iri  ul.ir  letter  assured  the  people 


of  the  colonies  that  at  the  next  session  of  Parliament  a 
proposition  would  be  made  to  abolish  the  duties  on  all 
articles  txeejjt  tea.  This  attempt  at  conciliation  was  far 
from  satisfactory  ; for  the  right  of  taxation  was  not  relin- 
([uished,  and  the  [>rinciple  was  the  same  whether  apitlied 
to  one  article  or  many.  A bill  was  introduccal  in  the 
New  York  Assembly  in  N’ovember  for  issuing  colonial 
bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  ^120,000,  to  loan  out  as 
a means  of  res  enue.  The  project  at  first  met  with  fa\  or 
from  the  poptdar  party,  but  when  it  was  followetl  by  an 
a]>[)ropriation  to  support  the  Pritish  troops  in  the  colony, 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  interest  arising  from  the  loan,  a 
revulsion  of  feeling  at  once  took  [dace.  Shortly  after 
handbills  were  circtdated  charging  the  .Assembly  with 
betraying  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  and  ad\ using  the 
peo[)le  to  meet  on  a certain  day  and  express  their  senti- 
ments upon  the  stibject.  .Accordingly,  a large  concourse 
of  people  gathered,  and  emphatically  denounced  the  ac- 
tion of  the  .Assembly.  That  body  passed  resolutions  de- 
claring the  handbills  libelous,  and  offering  a reward  for 
the  detection  of  their  authors.  John  Lamb,  who  had 
presided  over  the  popular  meeting,  was  arrested  and 
brought  before  the  House,  but  was  soon  after  discharged. 

.Animosities  continued  between  the  Sons  of  Liberty 
and  the  soldiers.  Now  that  their  sujqilies  were  granted 
the  latter  no  longer  held  themselves  in  check  from 
motives  of  policy,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of 
January,  1769,  renewed  their  attack  upon  the  flagpole  of 
the  citizens.  The  latter  hastily  gathered  for  its  defense, 
whereujion  they  desisted.  Their  failure  fn  this  attenqn, 
together  with  the  derisive  jeers  of  the  citizens,  so  enraged 
them  that  they  charged  upon  a groiq)  of  people  in  front 
of  a tavern  which  was  a favorite  resort  of  .the  Sons  of 
Liberty,  drove  them  in  and  destroyed  the  windows  and 
furniture.  On  the  evening  of  the  i6th  they  cut  down  the 
flagstaff,  sawed  it  in  pieces,  and  piled  the  fragments 
before  the  battered  hotel.  On  the  following  morning 
several  thousands  of  the  citizens  assembled  at  the  scene 
of  the  outrage,  and  [lasscd  resolutions  censuring  the 
riotous  [proceedings  of  the  soldiers,  and  recommending 
that  whenever  found  in  the  street  after  roll-call  thev 
should  be  dealt  with  as  enemies  to  the  [leace  of  the  citv. 
The  next  day  [placards  were  found  [posted  up,  ridiculing 
the  resolutions  and  daring  the  citizens  to  execute  them. 
During  the  day  the  Soum  of  Liberty  caught  two  or  three 
soldiers  in  the  act  of  [putting  u[p  these  bills,  and  arrested 
them.  While  conducting  them  to  the  mayor’s  office  tlie 
citizens  were  attacked  by  a [party  of  twenty  soldiers, 
armetl  with  cutlasses,  and  a >kirmish  ensued — the  citi- 
zens ilefending  themselves  with  clubs.  The  soldiers  were 
forced  back  to  ('.olden  Hill,  as  John  street,  between  Cliff 
street  and  Purling  Sli[p.  was  then  called.  Here  thev  were 
re-enforced,  and  made  a furiou.-.  chai'ge  on  the  citizer.s. 
nup>t  of  whom  were  entirely  unarmed.  The  bitter  stoutlv 
resisted  unli!  a part y of  officer^  w.ired  ou  ; .... 

I'rdered  the  truopsip.icb  to  their  b.irr.u  k>.  .cr.,1  ..ftb. 

citizens  were  severel)'  wouiuled,  some  of  whom  had  not 
[partici[pated  in  the  skirmish.  Scweral  affravs  ipccurreJ 
on  the  follow  iim  d.iy,  in  which  the  soldiers  were  gener.iiir 
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worsted.  The  mayor  issued  a [jroclaination  forbidding  [ 
them  to  leave  the  barracks  unless  accompanied  by  a non- 
commissioned officer,  and  order  was  restored. 

'I'hus  terminated  the  first  conflict  in  whicli  blood  was  ' 
shed  in  the  cause  of  American  independence.  It  is  usually 
asserted  that  at  Le.vington  was  the  first  battle  fought  ; but 
the  actual  beginning  of  the  combat,  so  doubtful  in  its 
progress,  and  so  glorious  in  its  results,  was  the  battle  of 
Ciolden  Hill,  on  the  i8th  of  January,  1770,  at  least  five 
years  earlier.  'I'he  Sons  of  I.iberty  purchased  grounds  ' 
and  erected  another  pole,  which  stood  until  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  city  by  the  British  forces  in  1776. 


CHAPTER  X. 


THE  liOSTON  TE.V  P.ARTV MEETING  OF  THE  CONTINENT.VL 

CONGRESS — THE  BATTLE  OF  LEXING 
INVADED. 


October  Lord  Dunmore  arrived  in  Xew 
York  and  superseded  Golden  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province.  ^Meanwhile  the  duties 
had  been  removed  from  all  articles  except 
tea,  and  the  non-imj)ortation  agreement  was 
i-  restricted  to  that  article.  The  new  governor 
^ .brought  the  news  of  the  royal  approval  of  the  act 
authorizing  the  emission  of  colonial  bills  of  credit.  This 
strengthened  the  spirit  of  loyalty,  and  affairs  went  on 
more  smoothly.  On  the  8th  of  July,  1771,  \Yilliam  Tryon 
was  commissioned  as  governor  in  place  of  Lord  Dunmore, 
who  was  transferred  to  the  government  of  Yirginia.  By 
a recent  order  of  the  crown  the  governor’s  salary  was  to 
be  paid  from  the  revenue,  thus  rendering  the  executive 
independent  of  the  people.  The  East  India  Company 
were  suffering  severely  from  the  non-importation  agree- 
ment in  regard  to  tea,  and  in  1773  urgently  petitioned 
the  British  government  to  abolish  the  dutv  levied  upon 
that  article  in  the  colonies,  offering  to  submit  to  double 
that  duty  as  an  exportation  tariff.  This  would  increase  the 
amount  of  revenue  two-fold,  but  the  ]iarty  in  power,  delud- 
ed by  false  views  of  national  honor,  would  not  in  the  least 
relimpiish  its  declared  right  to  tax  the  colonies.  It  jire- 
ferred  to  favor  the  East  India  Company  by  a special  act 
allowing  them  to  shi])  their  tea  to  the  colonies  free  of 
export  duty,  whic  h would  enable  them  to  sell  it  at  a 
lower  rate  than  in  England.  By  this  act  the  ministers 
imagined  they  had  outwitted  the  colonists  and  that  this 
appeal  to  their  pockets  would  end  their  resistance,  .''hips 
were  laden  with  tea  and  consignees  a]i]u)inted  in  the 
< olonies  to  rei  ei\e  it,  with  the  exiiectatiun  that  this  new 
act  would  sreure  its  ready  sale.  When  information 
oi  tiiis  arrangement  reached  the  colonies  their  indignation 
vas  deeply  arouseel.  The  Sons  of  I.ilu.rt)'  r.ilbed  and 
rcsoKed  that  the  obnoxious  article  should  not  be  l.mded 
muKr  ar.v  ju'etense.  The  tea  commi-.sioners  ai'p.bnud 


-b 


for  X'ew  York  resigned  in  view  of  such  decided  demon- 
strations of  resistance. 

Expe<  ting  a consignment  of  tea  would  soon  reach  tile 
city  the  citizens  held  a mass  meeting,  and  regardle-s  of 
the  efforts  of  (lovernor  Tryon  ti;  secure  its  recei>tion, 
emph.'’tically  resolved  that  it  should  not  l)e  landed.  The 
expected  vessel  was  delayed  and  did  not  make  its  ap- 
pearance until  April,  1774.  ^Vhcn  it  arrived  off  Sandy 
Hook  the  jiilot,  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  vigil- 
ance committee,  refused  to  bring  the  ship  any  nearer  the 
city.  Captain  Lockyer,  the  commander,  under  escort  of 
the  committee,  was  allowed  to  come  up  and  consult  with 
the  consignee,  but  the  latter  refused  to  receive  the  cargo, 
and  advised  the  captain  to  return  to  England  immedi- 
ately. Meanwhile  Captain  Chambers,  of  X'ew  York, 
professing  to  be  a jiatriot,  arrived  in  the  harbor.  His 
vessel  was  boarded  by  the  committee,  and  upon  being 
questioned  he  denied  having  any  contraband  goods  ; but 
on  being  informed  by  the  committee  that  with  the  evi- 
dence they  had  to  the  contrary  they  should  search  bis 
ship,  he  admitted  that  there  was  tea  on  board  which  he  had 
brought  out  on  a private  venture.  The  hatches  were 
forced  ofien  and  the  chests  brought  on  deck  and  given 
air  and  water.  The  next  morning  Captain  Lockver  was 
conducted  by  the  committee  to  his  shij),  together  with 
Chambers,  his  companion  in  the  tea  trade,  and  they  were 
sent  on  an  outward  voyage. 

The  Xew  Hampshire  grants  continued  a source  of  serious 
contention.  The  civil  officers  were  opposed  by  force  in 
their  efforts  to  enforce  the  judgments  obtained  in  the  eject- 
ment suits,  and  the  X'ew  York  Assembly  passed  an  act  de- 
claring resistance  to  be  felony.  A proclamation  was  issued 
by  Governor  d'ryon  offering  a reward  for  the  apprehension 
of  Ethan  Allen  and  other  conspicuous  offenders.  This 
was  followed  by  a burles<pie  proclamation  from  the  pro- 
scribed, affirming  their  determination  to  resist  and  offer- 
ing a reward  for  the  arrest  of  the  governor  of  X’ew  York. 
In  the  spring  of  1775,  at  the  time  apj'ointed  for  the  ses- 
sion of  court  in  the  disputed  territory,  the  settlers  took 
possession  of  the  court-house  and  prevented  the  X’ew 
York  officers  from  entering.  The  officers  thereupon  col- 
lected a force,  and  being  again  refused  admittance  fired 
into  the  house,  killing  one  of  the  occupants,  and  wound- 
ing several  others.  .Some  of  the  officers  were  arrested  bv 
the  enraged  inhabitants  and  lodged  in  jail,  and  matter.' 
appeared  to  be  ap|)roaching  a crisis  ; but  the  battle  of 
Lexington  occurring  at  this  juncture,  active  ho>tilities 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  began  and  causeil 
a cessation  of  these  difficulties. 

cargo  of  tea  had  arrived  in  Boston  harbor  con>i'’.er- 
ably  earlier  than  in  X'ew  York,  and  the  Bostonians  re- 
solved that  it  should  not  be  landed.  The  ve'sels  con- 
taining the  obnoxious  article  were  boarded  and  thec  he'!-' 
emptied  into  the  water.  The  ministry,  enraged  at  ti.;' 
s[)irited  resi't.imv,  determined  to  'ubjiy.,  ; the  i 
\'arious  me.t'Uies  were  determined  u[i'>n  w hu.  !i  . w . r ■ 
ruinous  to  the  liberties  of  the  .\meri(  .m  pec;ple'  anumg 
them  was  the  celebrated  “ Bo>ton  Tort  Bill,"  closing  tlie 
harbor  .ind  dc'troving  the  trade  of  the  ' itv  to  punish  t' 
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t iti/.L-ns  for  lia\in;^  dotroycd  ihc  ic.t.  I iu-  pi,o|iIc  r.  \\  r\- 
wli ere  were  awakened  to  a lively  sym[)ailiy  witli  I’.nOon. 
seeing  In  its  treatment  what  was  in  store  for  them.  \ 
brisk  eorresjxjnilence  was  carried  (jn  l)etween  lloston 
and  Xew  \’ork  through  tlie  agency  of  committees  a]>- 
{)ointed  for  that  purpose.  I^ublic  meetings  were  held  for 
the  consideration  of  iheir  common  grievani  es,  and  among 
the  measures  devised  and  recommended  w ere  the  restora- 
tion of  the  non-importation  agreement  aiul  the  convening 
of  a colonial  (ongress.  On  the  5th  of  Se|)tember,  1774, 
this  congress  met  at  Philadelphia  and  adopted  a de<  lara, 
tion  of  rights,  setting  forth  w herein  those  rights  had  been 
violated;  agreed  on  a petition  to  the  King  for  the  re- 
moval of  their  grievances  and  also  on  an  ai)peal  to  the 
peo])le  of  Great  P>ritain  and  Canada;  and  then  adjourned 
to  meet  again  in  May  of  the  follow  ing  year.  The  Assem- 
bly of  New  York  was  the  only  colonial  assemblv  that 
withheld  its  a|>proval  of  the  prot  eedings  of  this  congress 
It,  however,  addressed  a remonstrance  to  Parliament, 
which  was  treated  as  all  others  had  been,  with  disdain. 
The  Assembly  adjourned  on  the  3d  of  April,  1775, 
was  never  again  convened.  Its  refusal  to  a[>point  dele- 
gates to  the  Continental  Congress  gave  great  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  a provincial  convention  of  county  representa- 
tives was  called  by  the  people  to  perform  that  dutv. 

At  midnight  on  the  i8th  of  April,  1775,  General  Gage 
sent  a detachment  of  Pritish  regulars  from  IJoston  to  de- 
stroy the  military  stores  collected  by  the  .Americans  at 
Concord,  Massachusetts.  The  e\i)edition  was  conducted 
with  great  secrecy,  but  the  troo[is  were  discovered  and 
the  people  warned  of  their  coming.  On  reaching  Lexing- 
ton the  following  morning  they  found  the  militia  assem- 
bled on  the  green.  The  latter,  disregarding  a command 
to  dis[)erse,  were  fired  u[>on  and  several  of  them  were 
killed,  d'he  Pritish  troops  proceeded  to  Concord,  but 
the  inhabitants,  having  been  apprised  of  their  design,  had 
concealed  the  greater  part  of  their  stores,  and  the  Pritish 
troops  on  their  return  were  severely  harrassed  by  the 
militia  who  had  gathered  from  the  neighboring  towns. 

When  intelligence  of  this  event  reached  Xew  York  the 
excitement  was  intense.  'The  affair  was  in  fact  the  signal 
for  a general  rush  to  arms  throughout  the  colonies.  The 
Sons  of  I.iberty  took  jrosscssion  of  the  arms  at  the  arsenal 
in  New  A'ork  city  and  distributed  them  among  the  peo- 
ple. At  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  of  Observati(jn 
a provincial  government  for  the  city  was  formed,  consist- 
ing of  one  hundred  of  the  principal  citi/.ens,  who  were  to 
control  affairs  until  Congress  should  otherwise  order.  The 
Piritish  troops  at  New  York  having  been  ordered  to  Pos- 
ton, tlie  pr0vision.1l  gov  eminent  allowed  them  to  depart  >>n 
condition  th.it  they  should  take  nothing  but  their  own 
arms  with  them.  Regardless  of  this  stipulation  ihev  .it- 
tempted  to  ( .irry  off  some  milil.irv  stores  belonging  to  the 
city,  but  were  del  eat  ed  in  their  de-^igns  bv  Ci  ihuiel  .M  arinus 
W'llhat  with  a party  (jf  the  .Ann-,  ef  l.iiiertv,  wh.,  ( >n- 
Ironteil  them  and  .-.tu  i eedeil  in  ret.ikmg  tlw  [us  .pert  v .lui  I 
re[ilacing  it  in  the  fort. 

While  the  patriots  were  tlocking  toward  Poston  the 
< onnei  til  ut  .X'-^embly  w.i>  in  ■-e'.dim.  .md  >e\eril  uf  g. 


members  a.gf'  ed  tipon  .1  pi. in  to  tln_-  cannon  and 

milit.irv  stores  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  I’oiiit  for  the 
ti-'C  oi  the  I'.itnot  .irmy.  They  appointed  a committee  to 
repair  to  the  frontier  ,tnd  raise  an  expedition,  under 
Colonel  Ixthan  .Allan,  to  surprise  and  capture  the  posts 
n. lined.  .V  force  trf  two  hundred  and  sevent)’  men  was 
soon  collei  ted,  and  man  hed  by  night  under  Colonels 
-Mien  and  Penedii  t .\rnold  to  a point  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  o[>posite  Ticonderoga.  They  had  but  few  boats, 
and  w hen  day  began  to  dawn  only  the  officers  and  eighty- 
three  men  h.id  crossed.  Fearful  that  delay  would  be 
ha/ardotis,  .Mien  resolved  to  make  an-  attack  before  the 
rear  division  had  crossed,  and  marched  at  the  head  of 
his  men  ilirectly  to  the  sally  [jort.  The  sentinel  snajiped 
his  musket  at  him  and  retreated  to  the  parade  with  the 
[latriots  close  at  his  heels.  'The  garrison  were  aroused 
and  taken  prisoners.  Colonel  .Allen  went  directlv  to  the 
apartments  of  the  commander  and  demanded  and  obtained 
a surrender  of  the  fort  “in  the  name  of  the  Great  Jeho- 
vah, and  the  Continental  Congress.”  Crown.  Point  was 
taken  without  resistance  two  days  afterward,  and  the 
command  of  Lake  Champlain  was  thus  secured. 

'The  Continental  Congress  reassembled  and  organized 
on  the  loth  of  May,  the  same  day  that  Colonel  .Vilen 
ca[)tured  'Ticonderoga.  and  [iroceeded  at  once  to  raise  and 
eipiip  an  army  for  the  defense  of  the  colonies.  New 
York  was  ordered  to  raise  three  thousand  men  as  her  pro- 
portion. 'The  poinilation  of  the  province  during  thc]ire- 
ceding  year  had  increased  to  1.80,251.  George  W'a-.hing- 
lon  was  commissioned  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
.American  forces.  .V  [irov  incial  congress  of  New  York, 
convened  on  the  ood  of  May,  authorized  the  raising  of 
troojis,  encouraged  the  manufai  ture  of  gunpowder  and 
muskets  in  the  province,  and  projected  fortifications  at 
King’s  bridge  and  the  Hudson  [lasses  in  the  Highlands. 

Ca[)tain  Lamb  was  ordered  to  remove  the  cannon  from 
the  battery  at  the  foot  of  the  city  to  a jilace  of  greater 
security.  On  the  evening  of  .August  23d  he  proceeded  to 
the  execution  of  the  order.  'The  captain  of  the  British 
war-ship  .Asia,  being  informed  of  the  intended  movement, 
sent  a barge  filled  with  men  to  vv.itch  it.  .A  shot  was  fired 
from  the  barge  into  the  .American  force,  which  was  im- 
mediatelv  answered  by  a volley,  killing  one  of  tiie  crew 
and  wounding  several  others.  The  .Asia  then  opened  a 
cannonade  uixm  the  city,  doing  considerable  damage  to 
tl  e buildings  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battery,  but  the  patriots 
were  undismayed,  and  in  the  face  of  the  cannonade,  de- 
liberatelv  removed  every  gun.  t lov  ernor 'Tryon  returned 
from  Lngland  in  June  and  strenuously  exerted  himself  to 
promnle  the  royal  c.uise.  binding  that  his  position  was 
growing  more  and  mure  uns.uistai  tory,  ,ind  h.iving  fears 
fur  his  personal  s.ifetv.  he  aband.iuied  the  ( itv  ,ind  to..k 
refuge  im  bo.ird  .1  liritish  sloop  of  war. 

I'hc  t 'onlineiit.il  Gongress  direi  ted  Gei.er.il  .'si  huv  ler  to 
I oliei  1 . : .0  I ’•  oviicio-  !.  .01. ! ; • ’ • o. 

in  a st  oc  ; r.  [■  0 t.uw  an  . \o,  . ' _ ■ 

G.in.ida.  The  foia  es  under  ( ieiier.ils  .Schuv  ler  ,md  Abm:- 
gomerv  ,iji[ie,ired  betore  St.  John's  in  .September,  (leiieral 
SihiivKr  w.i>  1 ouipcTcd  bv  lil  he.ilth  'o  re!ini|msh  the 
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coinniancl  to  General  Montgomery  and  return  to  Ticon- 
deroga.  Tlie  fort  at  Chamhly,  tvvehe  miles  below,  was  I 
captured  on  the  19th  of  October  by  a detachment  of  the 
American  force,  aided  by  friendly  Canadians.  They 
passed  the  fort  at  St.  John’s  during  a dark  night  in  boats, 
with  their  artillery,  and  a[)peared  before  Chambly,  which 
was  feebly  garrisoned  and  soon  surrendered.  'I'he  spoils 
taken  at  Chambly  materially  aided  in  carrying  on  with  vig- 
or the  siege  of  St.  John’s,  which  after  several  unsuccessful 
assaults  and  numerous  misha[)s  was  on  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber compelled  to  surrender.  ^Vhile  this  siege  was  in  pro- 
gress, Colonel  I'Ahan  Allen,  acting  without  authority  from 
the  commander-in-chief,  in  a rash  attempt  to  take  Mon- 
treal with  a small  advance  force,  was  taken  prisoner  and 
sent  to  England.  General  Carlton,  when  informed  of  the 
ca])ture  of  Chambly,  made  an  attempt  to  reinforce  the 
garrison  at  St.  John’s,  but  being  defeated  by  Colonel 
Seth  Warner,  only  hastened  its  fall.  General  Montgomery 
moved  forward  to  Montreal,  which  was  taken  without 
resistance.  In  September  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold  was  | 
dispatched  by  Washington  with  a force  of  eleven  hundred 
men  against  Canada,  by  way  of  the  Kennebec  river,  to  aid 
Montgomery,  who- was  invading  that  province  by  way  of 
I.ake  Champlain.  After  surmounting  incredible  obstacles 
and  suffering  terrible  jmivations  and  hardships,  Arnold  at 
last  arrived  at  Point  Levi,  opposite  the  city  of  Quebec. 

He  was  for  several  days  prevented  from  crossing  the 
St.  Lawrence  by  tempestuous  winds.  On  the  night  of  the 
13th  of  November  he  crossed  the  river  and  scaled  the 
heights  to  the  Plains  of  Abraham.  Failing  to  draw  out  the 
garrison  h.e  demanded  a surrender,  which  was  contempt- 
uously refused.  Finding  all  his  attempts  useless  he  re- 
treated up  the  river  about  twenty  miles  and  awaited  the 
arri\  al  of  Montgomery,  who  joined  him  on  the  ist  ofDe-  | 
cember,  and  the  combined  forces  then  moved  toward 
Quebec. 

A bombardment  of  the  city  proved  unavailing  and  it  | 
was  resolved  to  storm  the  town,  although  the  whole  assail- 
ing force  was  considerably  less  than  the  garrison.  The 
lower  town  was  to  be  attacked  by  Montgomery  and 
Arnold,  and  at  the  same  time  feigned  attacks  were  to  be 
made  ui)on  the  upper  town.  Montgomery  descended 
from  the  Plains  of  .\braham  to  M'olfe’s  Cove,  and  mar<  hed 
through  the  drifting  snow  toward  the  lower  town,  while  ’ 
-\rnold  with  another  division  moved  around  to  the  north 
on  the  St.  Charles,  in  order  to  form  a junction  with  Mont-  * 
gomery  and  storm  Prescott  Gate.  Montgomery  in  his  ad- 
van<  e encountered  a Idock-house  defended  by  a battery.  ! 
Pushing  forward  in  a charge  at  the  head  of  his  men  he 
w.is  instantly  killed,  together  with,  his  aids,  b\'  a <lischarae 
of  grape-shot  from  the  battery.  Appalled  at  this  disa-,ter,  | 
his  division  tell  back  in  confusion  and  made  no  further 
.ittemiit  to  fone  a junction  with  .\rnold.  Meanwhile  the 
l.itter  had  pressed  on  through  the  snow-drifts,  and  like 
Montgomery  i barged  at  tiie  head  ol  ins  men  upon  a b.u- 
tery,  and  tea  eived  a uoumi  wliii  h compelled  him  to  leave 
the  held,  (.kipt.iin  Morgan  look  the  command,  carried 
the  lii'si  battery  ,ind  rushed  on  to  ,i  second,  whic  h was  al- 
so carried,  alter  a severe  ' (.iiitest  ot  three  hours’  dur.iiion. 


Carlton  sent  a detachment  from  the  garrison  to  attack 
them  in  the  rear,  and  while  Morgan  was  pressing  on  into 
the  town  he  heard  of  the  death  of  Montgomery,  and  tind- 
ing  himself  unsupported  and  surrounded,  was  compelled 
to  surrender.  The  rest  of  the  division  in  the  rear  retreat- 
ed. Colonel  .\rnold  took  command  of  the  remainder  of 
the  army,  consisting  of  about  eight  hundred  men,  and  in- 
trenched himself  a few  miles  from  the  city,  where  he  re- 
mained until  reinforced  by  General  ^Vooster,  in  Ajiril, 
who  took  command  and  renewed  the  siege.  Large  rein- 
forcements having  arrived  at  Quebec,  the  American  fore  c 
was  obliged  to  retreat,  and  by  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
enemy  was  soon  after  driven  out  of  Canada. 


CHAPTER  XL 


HOSTU.rriF.S  TR.VXSFERRF.D  to  new  VORK THE  ll.-VTTI.E 

OF  LONG  ISL.A.ND — EURGOVXe’s  CA.MP.UGN. 


N March,  "Washington,  having  compelled  Gen- 
eral  Howe  to  evacuate  Boston,  and  .ip[<re- 
hensive  that  New  York-  would  be  the  ne.xt 
point  of  attack,  made  immediate  preparations 
putting  that  city  in  a posture  of  defense. 

^ General  Lee,  with  twelve  hundred  men.  was  ordered 
° forward  from  Connecticut.  The  captain  of  the  Britisli 
man-of-war  Asia  had  threatened  to  cannonade  the  city  if 
“ rebel  troops  ” were  permitted  to  enter  it.  It  was  the 
stronghold  of  loyalty  to  the  crown  and  disaffection  to  the 
patriot  cause,  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  their  timid- 
ity protested  against  Lee’s  entrance,  but  threats  and  pro- 
tests were  unavailing.  Lee  came,  and  the  tories  either 
fled  or  ceased  to  oppose  the  cause  of  the  patriots.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  who  had  been  sent  over  on  a secret  ex- 
pedition, appeared  ott  Sandy  Hook  at  nearly  t’ne  same 
time  that  General  Lee  entered  the  city,  but  finding  it  in 
possession  of  the  American  troops,  proceeded  south  to 
attack  Charleston.  Washington  hastened  forward  from 
Boston,  and  on  the  14th  of  .'ipril  arrived  at  New  York 
and  established  his  headquarters  in  the  city.  Genera! 
Howe  went  to  Flalifax  on  leaving  Boston,  but  about  rite 
1st  of  July  apjieared  off  Sandy  Hook,  and  shortly  after 
landed  on  Staten  Uland.  He  was  soon  after  joined  by 
his  brother  Admiral  Howe,  with  a force  of  British  regular-, 
and  Hessian  hirelings,  and  also  by  Clinton  and  Parker 
on  their  return  from  an  unsuccessful  attack  on  (.'itarlg'- 
ton,  making  altogether  a combined  force  of  nearly  thirtv 
thousand  men.  Howe  was  here  visited  by  (loverr.'  r 
I’ryon,  who  had  contriveil  a jilot  to  caiUure  W.ishiimt-m, 
blow  lip  the  maga/ine,  and  secure  the  passes  to  the  i :;y. 
i he  mayor  also  wa-.  m the  cou'.pir.u  y,  and  wa>  rei  e.v  ”.. 
monev  Iroin  I rvoii  to  bribe  the  .Xnieric.m''.  Iw  : : 

f\'ashinglon’s  guards  yielded  to  the  tempi. itions  ot  ; ■ 
enemv,  but  the  third,  who  could  not  be  bribed,  exp'"ed 
the  ]ilot.  I’he  Provincial  Congress  ot  New  \ork,  'ce.r. 
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the  hostile  demonslratiuns  toward  tlie  city,  adjourned  to 
White  I'lains,  where  it  convened  on  the  o'h  ot  July,  and 
passed  resolutions  heartily  endorNin^^  tiie  .u  tion  of  the 
Continental  (’ouLtress  and  ap[>ro\ing  of  the  1 )edaration 
of  Indei)endence. 

The  plan  of  the  cainj)aign  on  the  part  of  the  llritl^h 
armv  near  New  \’o'rk  was  to  take  iiosses>!ion  of  the  city 
and  the  islands  in  its  vicinity,  and  to  asceml  the  Hudson, 
while  Carlton  shoidd  move  down  from  Canada,  and  thus 
separate  the  Kastern  from  the  other  States.  'Two  ships 
succeeded  in  itassimj;  the  batteries  and  ascended  the  Hud- 
son to  furnish  the  tories  of  ^Vestchester  with  artns,  but 
all  their  attempts  to  land  were  frustrated  and  they  re- 
turned. 

On  the  22d  of  August  a British  force  of  ten  thousand 
men,  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  landed  on  the  so’ath 
side  of  Tong  Island,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  I’trecht,  and 
advanced  in  three  divisions  upon  the  Americans  stationed 
in  and  about  Brooklyn,  d’he  Hessians,  under  He  Heister, 
formed  the  center.  'I'he  left,  along  New  York  Bay,  was 
commanded  by  General  Grant,  and  the  right,  which  led 
in  the  action,  was  commanded  by  Clinton  and  Cornwallis. 
While  Grant  and  De  Heister  were  diverting  the  Americans 
on  the  left  and  center,  the  division  on  the  right  was  to 
make  a circuitous  march  and  fall  ujion  their  rear.  This 
division  left  the  Flatlands  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and 
guided  by  a tory  gained  [lossession  of  the  Bedford  and 
Jamaica  passes  before  General  Sullivan,  who  commanded 
in  that  quarter,  was  aware  of  the  movement.  While  this 
advantage  was  being  gained  Grant  was  making  a move- 
ment "toward  Brooklyn,  and  early  in  the  morning  came 
into  collision  with  the  .Americans  under  Lord  Stirling  on 
the  site  of  Greenwood  Cemetery,  when  an  enga.",ement 
took  place  witliout  material  advantage  to  either  side. 
De  Heister  advanced  and  kept  up  a cannonade  on  the 
works  at  the  Flatbush  pass.  In  the  meantime,  Clinton 
had  gained  a jiosition  in  the  rear  of  the  Continental  army 
and  commenced  to  attack  them.  De  Heister  then  jiressed 
forward,  and  Sullivan,  perceiving  the  peril  of  his  army, 
attempted  to  retreat,  but  it  was  too  late.  They  were  met 
by  Clinton’s  forces  and  driven  back  upon  the  Hessians. 
Some  forced  their  way  through  the  ranks  and  reached 
the  fortifications,  but  after  a desperate  struggle  and  great 
loss  of  life  Sullivan  himself  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
left  wing  of  the  .\merican  army  were  taken  prisoners. 
Cornwallis  hastened  to  cut  off  the  division  under  Stirling, 
who  was  not  yet  aw.ire  of  the  situation.  part  of  his 
force  succeeded  in  crossing  Gowanus  creek  in  safetx.  but 
many  were  drowned  or  taken  [irisoners.  Stirling  himself 
was  captured  and  a decisive  \ictory  gained  b)'  the  Briti-h. 
About  foe  thousand  were  engaged  on  the  side  of  the 
Americans,  of  whom  live  hundred  were  killed  or  wounded 
and  eleven  hundred  taken  prisoners.  These  were  con- 
fined in  loathMune  prison-ships  on  the  Last  ri\cr,  uhere 
they  suffered  indescribable  |iri\ations  and  h.ird.'iiips. 
Foi tunately  for  the  .\meri<  .ins,  Howe  did  not  daav  to 
attempt  an  ;iss;iiilt  upon  their  fortifications  in  Brookbn, 
but  encamped  .about  a third  of  a mile  distant,  and  w;;lted 
for  the  support  of  the  licet. 


On  the  28th,  the  day  after  the  battle,  the  British  began 
to  cannonade  the  intrenchments.  At  night  a heavv  fog 
settled  o\  er  the  battle-field,  which  remained  all  the  follow- 
ing da_\.  When  night  had  added  its  darkness  to  the  mist 
nhich  had  obstructed  the  vision  of  the  hostile  parties 
throughout  the  day,  Washington,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  troops  on  Long  Island,  silently  crossed  the  Last  river 
in  satetv  to  Xew  York.  'The  British  forces  totik  posses- 
sion of  the  .\merican  works  and  jirepared  to  attack  Xew 
York.  Washington  knew  that  with  his  dispirited  and 
undisciplined  army  he  could  not  successfully  oppose 
them,  and  decided  to  evacuate  the  city.  On  the  15th  of 
Sei)tember  Hcjwe  landed  with  about  four  thousand  men 
under  cover  of  his  fleet  at  Kipt’s  Bay,  on  the  east  side  of 
Manhattan  Island,  near  what  is  now  the  foot  of  Thirtv- 
tourth  street,  d'wo  brigades  of  militia,  stationed  for 
defense  in  that  ((iiarter,  were  panic-stricken  and  retreated 
disgracefully  despite  all  the  efforts  of  their  officers  to 
rally  them.  Putnam,  who  had  charge  of  one  column  of 
the  army,  was  conqielled  to  lea\e  in  great  haste,  and 
narrowly  escajied  being  caiitured.  The  .Americans  re- 
treated to  Harlem,  and  the  British  took  po.ssession  of 
Xew  ATrk  and  held  it  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  ne.xt  day  an  advance  [tarty  of  the  British  were  at- 
tacked, and  after  a severe  skirmish  driven  back  widi  con- 
siderable loss.  Howe,  [lerceiving  that  the  .Americans 
were  strongly  intrenched  upon  Harlem  Heights,  determin- 
ed to  gain  their  rear,  cut  off  their  communication  with 
the  north  and  east,  and  hem  them  in.  He  sent  a [>art  of 
his  fleet  up  the  Hudson,  and  transferred  the  main  body 
of  his  army  in  boats  to  Westchester  county,  lamling  them 
at  Throck's  Neck.  When  Washington  saw  this  movement 
he  sent  a detachment  to  o[ipose  their  landing.  .All  the 
passes  were  well  guarded,  and  a detachment  was  intrench- 
ed at  White  Plains.  The  main  army  advanced  in  that 
direction  and  intrenched  upon  the  hills  from  Fordham 
to  White  Plains.  On  the  28th  of  October  the  enemv 
came  u[)  and  attacked  General  Mi  Dougal,  on  Chatterton’s 
Hill.  McDougal,  after  an  obstinate  resistance,  was  forced 
to  fall  back  to  intrenchments  abo\'e  White  Plains. 
While  Howe  was  prcqiaring  to  storm  their  encanqunent 
at  this  ])lace,  Washington  withdrew,  unobserved  bv  the 
enemv,  to  North  Castle,  where  strong  breastworks  had 
been  erected,  and  awaited  an  attack  ; but  Howe,  not 
deeming  it  |)rudenl  to  assail  him  in  so  strong  a [losition. 
retreated  toward  .X’ew  A'ork,  |)rei>aratory  to  the  contem- 
[ilated  reduction  of  Fort  A\’ashington,  whic  h was  soon 
environed  b_v  the  British  forces.  It  was  gallanth defend- 
ed by  Colonel  Magaw  until  he  was  o\  er['-owered  bv  a su- 
perior fun'e  and  conqielled  to  surrender.  Fort  Lee,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson,  was  .ibandoned  on 
the  .ip]iro,ich  of  the  enemv  , and  'Washington,  vv  ho  h.nl 
crossed  the  Hudson,  retreated  tlirough  New  lerscv  to 
the  op[)osite  side  M'  the  Delaw.ire  river,  closelv  [uirsued 
liy  the  enemy.  < >n  the  ibglu  ef  the  .'iih  of  I einbcr  he 
rei  lO'S^■^'.  tlu'  rivi-r  and  y.ihicd  .in  import..,'.-,  vi.;  rv  .n 
Trenton,  and  sh.orily  afterw.ird  anotiier  at  Pr'm  eton,  and 
then  went  into  winter  (piarters  at  Morristown. 

General  ( i.ites.  win ■ had  lieen  .ip[,oiiited  to  the  com- 
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niaml  of  the  Northern  forces,  apprehensive  that  Oeneral 
(,'arUon  would  follow  up  his  success  in  Canada  and  at- 
leinpt  to  capture  Crown  I’oint  and  Ticonderoga,  aban- 
doned the  former,  and  concentrated  his  forces  at  the 
latter.  A small  s<|uadron  was  formed  and  filaced  u;)on 
Lake  Cham[)lain.  under  the  command  of  Arnold,  in 
.\ugust.  Carlton  constructed  a t1eet  at  St.  Johns.  Ar- 
nold sailed  down  the  lake,  but.  being  ignorant  of  the 
strength  of  the  armament  pre[)aring  against  him,  fell  back 
to  Valcour's  Island.  On  the  iith  of  October,  the  I’ritish 
fleet  passed  around  the  east  side  of  the  island  and  took 
up  a position  south  of  the  .\merican  s<[uadron.  An 
action  began  about  noon  and  continued  until  night.  One 
of  the  schooners  in  .Vrnold’s  fleet  was  disabled,  and  burn- 
ed to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  liritish  force  was  greatly  superior,  and  as  another 
engagement  would  have  been  extremely  hazardous,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  return  to  Crown  Point.  The  night 
was  exceedingly  dark,  and  the  .\mericans  succeeded  in 
sailing  through  the  British  fleet  unobserved,  although  the 
latter  had  been  stationed  in  a line  across  the  lake  in  an- 
ticipation of  such  a movement.  On  reaching  Schuyler’s 
Island,  ten  miles  distant  from  the  British  fleet,  they  stopped 
to  make  some  repairs,  and.  on  being  discovered  at  day- 
light, were  pursued  by  the  enemy,  (bn  the  13th,  the 
British  ships,  three  in  number,  came  up  with  and  attacked 
the  “Washington,”  which,  after  a heroic  defense,  was  com- 
pelled to  surrender,  and  her  commander  and  all  his  men 
were  taken  i)ri.soners.  The  whole  force  was  now  concen- 
trated in  an  attack  upon  the  “Congress,”  which  maintained 
the  uneipial  contest  with  unflinching  resolution  for  four 
or  five  hours,  till  it  was  reduced  to  a com[)lete  wreck. 
Arnold  then  ran  the  craft  into  a creek  and  burned  it, 
together  with  the  rest  of  his  boats,  and  marching  to  Crown 
Point,  where  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  was  stationed, 
sailed  for  Ticonderoga.  General  Carlton  took  i>osses- 
sion  of  Crown  Point  and  threatened  Ticonderoga,  but, 
abandoning  his  design,  he  prudently  withdrew  to  Canada. 

The  Provincial  Congress,  which  had  assembled  at 
White  Plains  on  the  9th  of  July  and  approved  the  Dec- 
laration of  lnde[)endence,  ajipointcd  a committee  to  draw 
up  and  report  a constitution.  The  occu[)ation  of  New 
\'ork  city  and  part  of  Westc  hester  county  by  the  British 
greatly  disturbed  the  labors  of  the  con\  ention,  and  finally, 
in  February,  they  rei>aired  to  Kingston,  where  the  draft 
of  a constitution  was  prepared  by  John  Jay,  and  arlo])ted 
on  the  2 ist  of  .\i)ril,  1777.  George  Clinton  was  elected 
governor  umler  the  new  constitution,  and  took  the  oath 
of  office  on  the  31st  of  Julv  following. 

The  prim  ipal  object  of  the  British  in  th.e  camiiaign  of 
1777  was  to  carry  out  their  cheri>hed  design  of  separating 
the  Ka>tern  from  the  Southern  colonies,  b\-  contrf)Iling 
the  Hudson  river  and  Lake  Champlain.  'Fhe  most  ))romi- 
nent  feature  of  the  plan  was  the  .ulvance  of  an  armv  from 
Can  id. I.  umler  I acuten.int-( 'lener.!!  P.ur-o-.  ne,  u lio  Imd 
superseded  (iei'{er.il  (.arlton.  It  was  intended  that  l!ur- 
goyne  should  force  his  way  down  the  Hudson  as  f.ir  as 
.\lbau),  while  Sir  llemw  (’lintiin  was  to  |iroceed  up  the 
river  ,iml  join  him,  .uul  th  is  ,i  tree  < ommuuii  .ition  be- 


tween New  York  and  Canada  would  be  established,  am! 
the  colonies  sejiarated.  In  order  to  distract  the  attention 
of  the  Americans,  and  the  more  completely  subdue  the 
fVestern  border.  Colonel  St.  I.eger  was  to  ascend  the 
St.  Lawrence  with  a derate  hment  of  regulars,  accompanievi 
by  Sir  John  Johnston  with  a regiment  of  loyalists  anrl  a 
large  body  of  Inrlians.  From  ( >swego  the  exjredition  was 
to  penetrate  the  country  to  Fort  Schuyler,  on  the  site  of 
Rome,  and  after  its  capture  sweep  the  .Mohawk  vallcv 
and  join  Burgoyne  at  .Albany.  Burgoyne  arriveil  in 
Canada  early  in  March.  Lmavoidable  difficulties  hav  ing 
greatly  embarrassed  his  first  movements,  it  was  past  the 
middle  of  Jun2  before  his  army  was  assembled  at  Cum- 
berland Point,  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  main  armv  of 
more  than  seven  thousand  men  ajipeared  before  Crown 
Point,  and  occupied  that  [lost  on  the  30th  of  June.  Hav- 
ing issued  a proclamation,  intended  to  terrify  the  iniiabi- 
tants  into  submission,  Burgoyne  jirepared  to  invest 
Ticonderoga,  then  in  command  of  General  St.  Clair. 
On  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Champlain,  on  Mount  Inde- 
pendence, there  was  a star-fort,  so  connected  with  Ticon- 
deroga, on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  by  a floating  bridge, 
as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  vessels  up  the  lake.  For 
want  of  a sufficient  force  to  man  all  its  defenses  the  out- 
works toward  Lake  George  were  abandoned  on  the  ap- 
proach of  Burgoyne.  .V  detachment  of  the  enernv,  under 
General  F'raser,  took  Mount  Hope,  and  thercbv  cut-  off 
St.  Clair’s  communication  with  Lake  George;  and  at  the 
same  time  the  abandoned  works  of  the  .Americans,  more 
to  the  right,  were  occupied  by  General  Phillips.  ()n  the 
south  side  of  the  outlet  of  Lake  George,  and  opposite 
Mount  Independence,  is  a lofty  eminence,  then  known  as 
Sugar-loaf  Hill,  which  was  found  to  comjiletelv  command 
the  works  both  at  Ticonderoga  and  F'ort  Independence. 
.A  battery  was  planted  on  its  summit  by  the  British  during 
the  night,  and  St.  Clair,  on  {lerceiving  his  critical  situa- 
tion, at  once  called  a council  of  war,  by  which  it  was 
unanimously  decided  that  immediate  evacuation  of  Fort 
Ticonderoga  was  the  only  chance  of  saving  the  armv. 
During  the  ensuing  night  such  military  stores  and  pro- 
visions as  could  be  removed,  together  with  the  sick  and 
disabled  troops,  were  embarked  on  batteaux,  and  ,^ent  u] 
the  lake  to  Skenesborough,  as  ^Vhitehall  was  then  calleil. 
under  convoy  of  five  armed  galleys  and  a detachment  (■: 
six  hundred  men,  under  Colonel  Long,  while  the  main 
Ivody  of  the  army  was  to  cross  the  lake  and  proceed  t>> 
the  same  point  by  land.  'Fhe  garrison  passed  o\  er  ti'.e 
floating  bridge  to  Mount  Indejientlence  about  twolu'cr' 
before  daylight,  and  would  probablv  have  made  their  re- 
treat undiscovered  had  not  the  house  of  the  commamb-.' 
at  Fort  Independence  been  set  on  lire  just  at  this  t;nu- 
This  unfortunate  occurrence  threw  the  .Vmericaiis  in.:  ' 
ilisorder,  for  the  light  of  the  conflagration  reve.deil  th.  ir 
movements  to  the  Hritish,  wlio  made  immevliate  prep.ir..- 
tions  for  pursuit.  .St.  Clair’s  ore  e m.ule  a di'nrdei  iv  r. - 
treat  to  Hiibb.irdton.  ( )n  the  following  morning  (li  nr.  -. 
Fraser  came  up  w ith  his  brig.ule.  and  ( ommem-.v!  . 
attack.  The  con llict  w,is  for  some  time  lien  e and  bl'iu.iv. 
The  .\mcric.ins  had  .ilmost  surrounded  the  left  w:n_  e 
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the  Mritish  when  (kneral  Riedcscl  ranie  up  with  rein- 
forcements, and  St.  (dair  made  a [>recipitate  retreat.  The 
boats  which  conveyed  tlie  military  sKyes  and  the  der.u  h- 
menl  of  Colonel  Long  reacheil  Skenesborough  safely, 
l)iit  Hurgoyne  in  a few  hours  broke  through  the  boom 
and  bridge  at  Ticonderoga,  on  which  the  .\uu  ri(  aus  had 
placed  much  reliance,  and  witli  his  ileet  rapiilb.  pursued 
them;  and  while  they  were  landing  at  ,Skene>borough 
three  regiments  disembarked  at  South  bay  with  the  inten- 
tion of  gaining  the  road  to  Fort  Edwanl,  and  cutting  off 
their  retreat.  < )n  the  approach  of  the  British  gunboats. 
Colonel  Long’s  men  destroyed  three  of  their  galleys  and 
several  buildings,  and  escaped  capture  by  a rapid  ilight 
to  I'ort  .\nne.  Two  days  after  the  battle  at  Hidibardlon 
St.  Clair  retreated  to  Fort  Edward.  Burgoyne  was  joined 
at  Skenesborough  by  the  iletachments  of  Fraser  and 
Riedesel,  and  pre[)ared  to  ])ush  forw  ard  to  the  Hudson. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill  was  sent  forward  to  Fort  Anne 
to  intercept  such  as  might  retreat  to  that  post,  and  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  Americans.  This  post  was 
guarded  by  Colonel  Long,  witli  about  fi\e  hundred  men, 
mostly  convalescents.  Hill's  force  e.vceeded  this  number. 
Colonel  Long  did  not  wait  for  an  attack,  bur  marched 
out  to  give  battle,  and  gained  a decided  ailvantage;  but 
their  ammunition  giving  out,  they  were  obliged  to  gi\e 
way;  and  awaare  of  their  inalulity  to  hold  tlie  fort  against 
General  Phillips,  who  was  approaching  with  reinforce- 
ments, set  fire  to  it,  and  fell  back  on  Fort  Fidward. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


THE  B.VITLE  OF  BE.VNINGTON K.ULURE  OE  ST.  I.EC.r.R’s 

MOVEMENT BUROOVNE’s  DKKE.V  IS  .AM)  SURRENDER. 


I R(iO\  NE  remained  at  Skenesborough  near- 
r ly  three  weeks,  while  detachments  were 

building  bridges  and  repairing  the  road  to 
}‘ort  Anne.  This  delav  greatlv  diminished 
suiiplies,  and  on  arriving  at  Fort  Anne 
detachment  under  Colonel  Baum 
to  surprise  and  capture  a ipiantity  of  stores 
which  he  had  heard  was  collected  at  Bennington,  and 
with  the  e.\])e(  tation  of  recei\ ing  material  aid  from  the 
loyalists  in  that  ipiarter.  General  Schuyler  had  not  suffi- 
cient force  to  defend  Fort  Edward,  and  throw  ing  ail  tlie 
obstructions  possible  in  Burgo\ne's  wa\‘  from  there  to 
Fc.rt  .Anne  retreated  down  the  valley  of  the  Hudson. 
Colonel  Baum  on  his  march  to  Bennington  reached 
Cambriilge  on  the  13th  of  .August.  The  .\meric,in  ( '.en- 
eral  St  u'k  in  the  meantime  h. id  rcjMired  to  Benuineton, 
and  w , IS  collecting  the  mdiiia  to  join  his  b.ng.idi,'  in  op- 
posing any  im.ision  in  that  direi  turn.  Hearing  that  a 
party  of  Indi.ins  were  at  Cambridge,  he  detac died  Colonel 
Gregg  to  attai  k them  ; and  shorilv  after,  Ic.irmng  that  a 


large  body  of  the  enemy  was  in  their  rear  marching  on 
Bennington,  he  moved  immediately  to  the  support  of 
t»regg.  .Atter  going  about  live  miles  he  met  him  retreat- 
ing, and  Colonel  Baum  not  more  than  a mile  in  the  rear. 
Stark  at  once  disjiosed  his  army  for  battle,  and  Baum  per- 
cei\ing  its  strength  began  to  intrench,  and  sent  to  Btir- 
go\ ne  for  reinforcements.  I he  next  dav  some  skirmish- 
ing took  place,  and  on  the  following  day,  .August  ibth. 
Stark  arranged  his  army  for  an  att.ack.  JWo detachments 
were  sent  to  tlank  the  enemy  while  another  was  attract- 
ing  their  attention  in  front.  .As  soon  as  the  attack  on  the 
enemy  s flank  began  the  main  body  pressed  forward,  and 
after  two  hours  tierce  conllict  gained  a decisii'e  \ ictory, 
I he  remnant  of  Colonel  Ikuim's  torce  in  its  flight  was 
met  by  Colonel  Breyman  with  reinforcements,  who  press- 
ed forward  with  the  coniluned  force  to  reg.ain  the  aban- 
doned intreni  hnients.  Stark  was  also  reintorced,  and  the 
I conflict  was  renewed  with  vigor.  The  enemy  at  length 
giving  way,  were  pursued  until  darkness  came  to  their 
j rescue  and  enabled  them  with  their  thinned  and  broken 
ranks  to  escape  to  the  main  arinv.  Colonel  Baum  was 
mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  'J'he  total  loss  of 
the  enemy  was,  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  all  their  artillerv  and  mili- 
tary stores.  I'p  to  this  time  all  had  gomj  well  with  the 
-boastful  Fjriton,  and  his  jiath  had  been  illuminated  with 
victory  , but  with  the  failure  of  this  e.xjieditirjn  his  glory 
began  to  wane  and  his  sky  to  grow  d.irk  and  threatening, 
where  hitherto  it  had  been  bright  and  serene. 

While  these  events  had  been  taking  place  with  the  main 
division,  the  e.xpedition  under  Colonel  St.  I.eger  had  in- 
vested l ort  Schuyler  earlier  and  even  now  more  com- 
monly called  tort  .Stanwix  , on  the  site  of  Rome.  .\  move- 
ment of  the  A[(-)h,iw  k valley  militia  to  its  relief  wa>  arrest- 
ed by  the  bloody  battle  of  Oribkany,  but  while  most  of 
the  besiegers  were  engaged  in  this  conflict  their  camp  was 
sacked  by  the  garrison  ; and  learning  that  a more  formid- 
able provincial  force  was  on  its  way  to  raise  the  <iege  of 
I the  fort,  which  had  held  out  tenaciously,  St.  I.eger  ,a"ban- 
' doned  his  undertaking  and  returned  to  Canada. 

Schuyler,  with  his  army,  marched  down  the  Hudson  to 
Stillwater,  and  finally  to  the  mouth  of  tl'.e  Mohawk,  still 
keeping  his  headquarters  at  Stillwater  and  exerting  all  his 
energies  for  the  augmentation  of  his  force,  preparatorv  to 
a conllict  with  Burgoyne.  t)n  the  19th  of  .\iigust,  at  the 
in.stigation  of  his  enemies,  he  was  very  unjustlv  supersed- 
ed by  (.eneral  Gates.  ( )n  the-  Sth  of  Se|)tember  the 
.\merican  army  adv  anced  to  Bemis’  Heights.  abo\  o Still- 
water, w h i(  h h.ul  been  tort  1 1 leil  u luler  the  si; pen n temlence 
of  Kosciusko.  I he  British  detachment  sent  to  Beiinin  - 
ton.  instead  of  bringing  back  anv  plunder  had  lost  largeiv 
of  what  they  already  had.  as  well  as  most  of  tin-  force, 
and  Burgovne  had  hardly  recovered  from  this  uiiev  .a  tetl 
shock  when  the  news  was  brough.t  him  t.f  the  def  ■ ,-‘ 
St.  I.eger  at  lort  Sviiuvler.  riic'c  d'- ..s? 
liepressiiig  eltei  l upon  his  .irmy.  ,iml  the  In.li.  a,  .-.ml  ho- 
alists  began  to  desert,  w hile  the  .\mericans  w ere  gre.itlv 
iusiiirited.  In  view  of  these  ditiiculties  the  Bril ish  i om- 
mander  deemed  it  e\|icdient  to  lmlt  ,11  F.,rt  IMward 
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Stores  having  been  brought  forward  from  the  posts  on 
!,ake  Champlain,  he  |(roceeded  down  tlie  Hudson,  and  on 
the  iSth  of  Septeml)er  enram]jed  at  Wilbur’s  Basin,  two 
miles  from  tlie  American  position,  and  j)repared  for  bat- 
tle. and  the  next  day  ath  anced  to  the  attack  in  three  di- 
visions. (leneral  Riedesel  commanded  the  left  column, 
which  with  the  heavv  artillery  mos  ed  down  a road  ahmg 
the  margin  of  the  ri\er.  The  center  was  commanded  by 
Burgoyne  in  person,  and  the  left  by  Ceneral  l-'raser.  I'he  i 
front  and  flanks  of  both  the  center  and  right  were  cov- 
ered by  Indians,  tories  and  Canadians.  The  American 
right,  which  was  the  main  body  of  their  army,  was  com- 
manded by  Cates,  and  the  left  by  General  Arnold.  Col- 
onel Morgan  was  detached  from  Arnold’s  division  and 
encountering  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in  the  ad\ance 
drove  them  back  ; but  they  being  reinforced  the  contest 
resulted  in  both  parties  finally  falling  within  their  respec- 
tive lines.  The  action  soon  became  geneial,  and  the  com- 
bined force  of  Burgoyne  and  Fraser  was  engaged  with 
.Arnold’s  division.  Arnold  called  ipion  Gates  for  rein- 
forcements but  they  were  refused,  and  he,  resolving  to  do 
what  he  could  with  the  force  at  his  command,  continued 
the  contest  with  the  most  obstinate  and  determined  resolu- 
tion, both  armies  alternately  advancing  and  retreating 
without  a decisive  victory  for  either.  The  conflict  did 
not  cease  until  the  shades  of  night  fell  upon  the  coinbat- 
ants.  'I'he  Americans  then  retired  to  their  encamjmient 
unpursued  by  the  enemy.  'I'he  British  forces  bivouacked 
on  the  field  of  battle.  The  total  loss  of  the  former  was  ' 

three  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  that  of  the  latter  more 
than  five  hundred.  Few  actions  have  been  more  remark- 
able for  determined  braverv  on  both  sides  than  this.  'I'he 
number  of  the  British  in  the  engagement  was  about  three 
thousand,  and  that  of  the  Americans  five  hundred  less. 
Both  parties  claimed  the  victory.  The  object  of  the  Brit- 
ish was  to  advance  and  gain  ground,  which  they  failed  to 
do  ; while  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Americans  to 
advance,  but  to  maintain  their  position,  which  they  ac- 
complished, and  it  is  therefore  not  difficult  to  determine 
on  which  side  the  advantage  lay.  Though  the  British  re- 
mained in  [)ossession  of  the  battle-field  through  the  night, 
they  retired  to  their  cam|)  in  the  morning  without  advanc- 
ing to  renew  the  contlict.  Genera!  Gates,  in  his  report  of 
the  battle,  said  nothing  of  .\rnold  or  his  division,  to  whom 
all  the  honor  was  due.  He  was  jealous  of  the  reiuitation 
that  officer  had  earned,  and  of  his  growing  popularity 
with  the  armv,  and  carried  his  meanness  so  far  as  to  take 
from  him  the  command  of  his  division.  Both  ]>arties 
strengthened  their  positions  after  the  battle,  but  no  gen- 
eral engagement  toc.ik  place  for  upwards  of  three  w eeks. 

Burgovne  saw  with  jiainful  anxiety  that  the  .\merican 
tones  were  rapidlv  im  teasing,  w bile  his  own  were  daily 
diminishing  b\'  the  desertion  ot  his  Indian  allies.  His 
provisions  began  to  t.iil.  and  the  vieilame  of  the  .\meri- 
cans  not  oulv  i,)re\eiued  anv  -upplies  iv.u  hiue  him.  b'lt 
deprived  him  of  all  < omuumic.itior;  with  >ir  Henry  ( iin- 
ton  for  assistance.  \l  length  he  was  obliged  to  put  his 
troojis  on  short  allowance,  and  hearing  nothing  from 
t 'linion,  'V  !io  was  to  in, ike  .1  diversnui  in  his  l.ivor.  be- 


came seriously  alarmed,  .\inid  the  thi(  kening  ]>erils  he 
found  himself  retliiced  to  the  alternative  of  fighting  or 
retreating.  'I'he  latter  was  not  only  inglorious  but  diffi- 
cult, and  he  resolved  to  make  a reconnoissance  in  force, 
for  the  twofold  pur[)oseof  ascertaining  definitely  the  ijosi- 
tion  ot  the  enemy,  and  of  collecting  forage  to  supplv  his 
cam[),  of  which  it  was  in  jiressing  need.  On  the  7th  of 
October  he,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men  and  ac  - 
companied by  Generals  Riedesel,  Bhilli[)s  and  Fraser, 
advanced  toward  the  left  wing  of  the  .-\merican  position. 
'I'he  movement  was  seasonably  iierceived  by  the  .Ameri- 
cans, and  the  enemy  were  repulsed  and  driven  back  to 
their  lines  by  Morgan,  who,  at  his  own  suggestion,  was 
dispatched  by  a circuitous  route  to  gain  the  right  of  the 
British,  and  fall  upon  the  flanking  jiarty  of  Fraser  at  the 
same  time  an  attack  was  to  be  made  on  the  left  of  the 
British.  General  Poor  advanced  toward  an  eminence 
upon  which  were  stationed  the  British  grenadiers  and  the 
artillery  of  .\ckland  ami  M'illiams.  He  had  given  his  men 
orders  not  to  fire  until  after  the  first  discharge  of  the  Brit- 
ish guns,  and  they  moved  onward  toward  the  frowning 
batter)-  in  awful  silence  until  a sudden  volley  of  grajie- 
shot  and  musket  balls  made  havoc  among  the  branches  of 
the  trees,  scarcely  a shot  taking  effect  u[)on  the  advanc- 
ing column.  At  this  signal  Poor’s  men  sprang  forward 
and  delivered  their  fire,  and  opening  to  the  right  and  left 
pressed  furiously  upon  the  enemy’s  flanks  and  gained  the 
top  of  the  hill,  where  the  struggle  became  fierce  and  ob- 
stinate in  the  extreme.  One  cannon  was  taken  and  re- 
taken five  successive  times,  finally  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  .Americans,  when  (’olonel  Cilly  turned  it  upon  the 
retreating  enemy,  and  tired  it  with  their  own  ammunition. 
Williams  and  .Ackland  were  both,  taken  jirisoners,  the  lat- 
ter being  severely  wounded  ; and  the  grenadiers  fled  in 
confusion,  leaving  the  field  in  possession  of  the  .\meri- 
cans.  thickly  strewn  with  their  dead  and  wounded. 

.As  soon  as  the  action  was  begun  at  this  point  Mcergan's 
command  rushed  down  like  an  avalanche  from  the  ridge 
skirting  the  flanking  party  of  Fraser,  and  assailed  them 
with  such  a destructive  fire  that  they  were  hastilv’  driven 
back  to  their  lines.  'I'hen,  by  a rapid  movement,  he  fell 
u])on  the  right  flank  of  the  British  with  such  impetuositv 
as  to  throw  th.em  into  confusion,  and  .Major  Dearborn, 
coming  u])  at  this  critical  moment,  completed  their  dis- 
comfiture. 'Phe  right  and  left  of  the  British  lines  were 
thus  broken,  but  the  center  had  remained  firm.  Genera! 
.Arnold,  who  had  so  unjustly  been  deprived  ot  his  emn- 
mand,  had  been  watcliing  the  progress  ot  the  battle  in 
eVeat  excitement,  and  now  mounted  his  horse  and  't.irted. 
for  the  battle-field.  Gates  sent  Major  .Armstrong  to 
order  him  back,  but  .Arnold,  suspeettng  his  erratiil,  was 
opiicklv  bovond  his  reach,  and  exiuised  to  sm  h perils  tii.'.t 
the  messenger  was  not  anxious  to  follow  hitn.  I’l.u  iiie 
himself  at  the  h.ead  of  the  men  he  formerly  eoinmatideil. 
he  rushed  like  an  iitiehained  tiger  upon  the  Briti'ii  c • 
ter,  vvliich  soon  began  to  give  vv.iv  under  his  lur  ''i^  . 
sault.  General  1 rase r,  who  w.is  commamling  on  t:u- 
right,  seeing  the  center  in  such  a ( riti(  al  situ.Uioii. 
brought  up  reinlori  eiiieiits.  and  bv  his  ( oiirage  and  'k  II 
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restored  order.  He  stxoi  fell  niurtally  uoiiiuled;  dismay 
seized  the  I’ritish  s(>ldiers,  and  a iiani<  spread  all  along 
the  line,  which  wa^  ini  reased  the  .1  ppearani.e  of  t.en- 
eral  Ten  Hroeck  with  a reinforcement  of  New  \ ork 
militia.  Burgov  ne.  finding  himselt  unable  to  keej)  up  the 
sinking  courage  of  his  men.  abandoned  his  artillery  and 
ordered  a retreat,  and  the  \\  hole  force  fell  back  jirecipi- 
tatelv  to  their  intrenchments.  The  Americans  [uirsued 
them,  and  scarcely  were  they  within  their  fortifications 
when,  under  a terrific  shower  of  grape  and  musket  balls, 
•Arnold  assaulted  them  from  right  to  left,  forcing  the  out- 
works, and  driving  the  enemy  to  the  interior  of  their  canif). 
Here  he  was  overtaken  by  Major  .Vruistrong,  who  deliver- 
ed to  him  Ciates’  order  to  return  to  camp,  fearing  that  “he 
might  do  some  rash  thing."  He  returned,  but  not  until 
he  had  achieved  a glorious  victory,  and  put  his  life  in 
great  peril  without  a command, while  Gates  had  remained 
in  camp,  receiving  the  honors  that  justly  belonged  to 
others.  Night  came  on  and  the  conflict  ceased;  before 
dawn  Burgoyne  abandoned  his  encampment,  now  render- 
ed untenable,  and  the  Americans  early  in  the  morning 
took  possession  of  it. 

Burgoyne,  who  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  had 
boastfully  exclaimed,  in  general  orders.  " Britons  never 
retreat,"  now  found  that  there  was  no  alternati\  e for  him 
but  retreat,  and  when  night  came  on  again  he  began  his 
retrograde  movement  in  the  midst  of  a drenching  rain. 
This  hadbeen  anticipated,  and  General  Fellows,  pre\ious 
to  the  action  on  the  7th  inst.,  had  been  sent  with  a detach- 
ment to  take  a position  ojjposite  Saratoga  ford,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Hudson.  •Another  detachment  of  two 
thousand  men,  was  now  sent  to  occupy  the  heights  beyond 
Sarotoga,  to  prevent  Burgoyne's  retreat  upon  Fort  Ed- 
ward; and  still  another  was  stationed  at  the  ford  abo\e. 

On  the  evening  of  the  qth  Burgoyne  halted  for  the  niglM 
at  Fish  creek.  The  main  jiortion  of  his  army  forded  the  | 
creek  and  encamped  on  the  o[)[)Osite  bank,  while  he, 
with  a brigade  as  a guard,  passed  the  night  rather  merrily 
with  some  companions  in  a house  belonging  to  General 
Schuyler.  This  delay  lost  him  his  army.  Finding  the 
ford  across  the  Hudson  strongly  guarded  by  the  detach- 
ment under  Fellows,  he  concluded  to  continue  his  retreat 
up  the  river  to  Fort  Edward.  He  sent  forward  a party 
to  repair  the  bridges,  and  a detachment  to  take  possession 
of  the  fort,  but  finding  the  .Americans  stationed  in  force 
upon  the  heights,  they  fell  back  to  the  main  army.  In 
the  afternoon  of  the  loth  General  Gates  came  ujy  with  the 
bulk  of  the  -Amerii  an  army,  in  pursuit,  and  occujiied  the 
high  ground  on  the  south  side  of  Fish  creek,  oppo.-ite  the 
enemy's  encampment.  The  detachment  sent  forward  to 
Fort  Edward  led  General  ( l.iles  to  believ  e the  rumor  that 
the  main  army  of  Burgovne  had  retreated,  and  he  re- 
solved to  fall  upon  what  he  supi)o>ed  was  the  re.'.r  guard. 
Burgoyne  was  aware  of  Gate.s’  error,  and  hojiing  to  profit 
by  it  com  ealed  liis  troops  for  the  purpose  of  f.diing  ujion 
the  .American>  as  soon  a.s  a f.ivorable  opportunitv  >h.>uid 
be  afforded.  Early  the  next  morning,  and  in  a thick  fog, 
which  both  ]urties  considered  f.ivor.ilile  to  their  respective 
designs,  the  army  of  Gates  .idvamed.  .Morgan  w.is 


onlered  to  < ross  the  creek  and  begin  the  action,  and  at 
once  fell  in  with  the  British  pic  kets,  who  tired  upon  him 
and  killed  several  of  his  jiarty.  His  recejition  led  him  to 
believe  that  the  rumor  of  the  enemy's  retreat  was  false; 
that  the  main  body  of  Burgoyne's  force  was  still  near,  and 
that  the  position  of  his  own  corps  was  critical.  .Another 
brigade  had  already  crossed  and  captured  a picket-guard, 
and  another  was  about  to  follow  when  a deserter  trom 
the  enemy  came  in,  reporting  that  the  entire  British 
army  was  at  hand,  and  pre])ared  for  battle,  which  state- 
ment was  shortly  after  confirmed  by  the  capture  of  a re- 
connoitering  party.  .As  the  fog  i leared  away  and  exposed 
the  position  of  both  armies,  a retreat  was  deemed  advis- 
able by  the  detachments  tliat  had  crossed  the  creek.  .As 
soon  as  they  turned  about,  the  British,  who  were  watch- 
ing their  movements  and  awaiting  their  advance,  opened 
fire  upon  them,  but  they  made  their  retreat  with  the  loss 
of  only  a few  men. 

Burgoyne  was  now  completely  environed.  On  the  op- 
posite bank  of  the  Hudson,  Fellows  was  entrenched,  with 
heavy  batteries  to  open  on  him  if  he  should  attempt  to 
cross  the  river.  Fort  Edward  was  held  by  an  .American 
force  of  two  thousand  men.  On  the  south  and  west  the 
main  body  of  the  .Americans  was  posted,  while  small  de- 
tachments were  in  all  directions  watching  his  cverv  move- 
ment, and  continually  harrassing  his  outposts.  His  pro- 
visions were  almost  exhausted,  and  none  could  .be  ob- 
tained, and  it  was  extremely  hazardous  to  attempt  to  get 
water  from  the  river  or  creek.  'I'he-e  was  no  i-lace  of 
safety  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  the  women  and 
children,  as  well  as  soldiers  and  ofheers,  were  constantly 
exposed  to  the  cannon  balls  that  were  hying  about  the 
encampment.  On  the  12th  he  held  a consultation  with 
his  generals,  and  it  was  decided  to  retreat  that  nignt.  but 
the  returning  scouts  brought  such  discouraging  intelli- 
gence that  the  movement  was  postponed  till  morning. 
During  the  night  the  .Americans  crossed  the  river  on 
rafts,  and  erected  a battery  on  Burgoyne's  left  hank. 
Retreat  was  now  hopeless.  The  next  morning  a general 
council  was  called,  when  it  was  unanimously  decided  to 
open  negotiations  with  General  Gates  for  an  honorable 
surrender.  This  conclusion  wa^  hastened  by  the  ]).i>s- 
age  of  a cannon  ball  ai  ross  the  table  at  which  Burgoyne 
and  other  generals  were  .-seated.  'I'he  negotiations  were 
not  completed  until  the  16th,  when  the  term>  of  his  sur- 
rentler  were  agreed  ujion,  and  were  to  be  >ignei.l  bv  tlie 
commander  on  the  following  morning.  During  the  night 
a torv  succeedeil  in  reaching  the  Briti'-h  camp  from  vlown 
the  river,  who  reported  that  Glinton  had  taken  the  torts 
on  the  Hudson  and  asceiuled  the  riv  er  as  far  a>  E'O'pus. 
This  news  so  exciteil  Burgovne  s hopes  that  he  re.'olv  ed 
not  to  sign  the  articles  of  capitulation,  and  to  gain  time 
he  wrote  Gates  that  he  had  been  informed  tli.u  a part  of 
hi^  armv  had  been  >eiU  toward  .Albany,  wiiu  li.  if  true, 
iihould  be  lonsi'bred  a breach  of  faith,  ami  :'  -u  be  c':'  1 
not  give  hi>  -i^miiure  until  ti 'iiv  im  edi  tc  u ’ .e  'trc.'.ti. 
of  the  .Americans  h;id  no',  been  mi-reiiresenteii.  He  vv.-' 
informed  bv  Gates  that  hi-,  army  was  as  strong  as  it  had 
been  bcfi^re  these  negotiatioivi  loiik  jilace.  and  unless  tite 
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articles  were  signed  immediately  he  should  open  fire  j 
upon  him.  Burgoyne  thereiijmn  reluctantly  signed  the  ; 
articles  of  ca[)itulation.  i 

The  surrender  of  Burgoyne  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  the  Americans  in  their  struggle  for  independence. 
The  preponderance  of  success  up  to  this  time  had  been 
on  the  side  of  the  British.  The  reverses  on  Long  Island 
and  at  Xew  York  in  the  previous  year,  together  with  the 
recent  defeats  in  Pennsylvania,  had  darkened  the  military 
liuii/on  with  thick  c louds  of  doubt  and  dismay.  All  ; 
eyes  were  now.an.viouly  watching  the  army  of  the  north,  | 
which  had  also  been  forced  to  relimiuish  Ticonderoga 
and  Fort  F'dward  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign, 
and  shaded  the  pros|)ect  of  successful  resistance  in  that 
direction,  d'he  news  of  a complete  victory  filled  the  pa- 
triots with  joy  and  hope,  and  appalleo  the  tories,  who 
now  began  to  tremble. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


Clinton’s  hudso.n  river  c.\.mf.a.ign — fr.a.nce  recog- 
nizes THE  UNITED  ST.A.TES W.VRS  WITH  THE  INDI.CNS. 


)f*HEX  Burgoyne  first  perceived  the  difficulties 


pathering  around  him,  he  urged  Sir  Henry 


-^)  • Clinton  to  hasten  the  e.xpedition  up  the 
Hudson  to  join  him,  but  Clinton  was 
obliged  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments, and  it  was  the  4th  of  October  before  he  was 
ready  to  move.  The  first  object  to  be  accomp- 
lished was  the  reduction  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clin- 
ton in  the  Highlands.  These  had  been  constructed  to 
prevent  the  ships  of  the  enemy  from  ascending  the  river, 
and  each  was  indefensible  in  its  rear,  and  feebly  garrisoned. 
Clinton  . landed  first  at  Verplanck’s  Point,  and  under 
cover  of  a fog  dropped  down  with  a part  of  his  force  to 
Stony  Point,  where  he  landed,  and  marched  toward  the 
forts.  These  were  commanded  by  Governor  George 
Clinton  and  his  brother  James.  Governor  Clinton,  on 
learning  that  the  enemy  were  moving  up  the  river,  sent 
out  a scouting  party  to  watch  their  movements,  and  from 
them  he  first  learned  of  their  having  landed  at  Stony 
Point.  A small  force  was  then  sent  out  by  him,  which 
met  the  advance  guard  of  the  British  about  three 
miles  out.  Shots  were  e.xchanged,  and  the  Americans 
retreated  to  the  forts.  Governor  Clinton  then  sent  out  a 
stronger  detachment  to  oiipose  the  enemy's  advance,  and 
as  this  was  soon  engaged  in  a sharp  conllict,  another  was 
sent  to  its  assistant  e.  Thev  were  jiressed  bat  k by  a supe- 
rior force,  l)Ut  not  umil  the  enemy  had  met  with  t onsider- 
able  loss.  Lpon  nearing  the  forts  tl.e  British  were  diu- 
ded  into  two  columns,  and  made  a simultaneous  assa'.dt 
upon  them.  After  an  incessant  fire  for  several  hours  the 
British  itener.d  demanded  an  instant  and  unconditional 


surrender.  The  [iroi-osition  was  rejected,  and  the  confiict 
continued  until  evening,  when  [lart  of  the  besieged  fought 
their  way  out.  Governor  Clinton  made  his  esca[)e,  and 
likewise  his  brother,  though  wounded.  Fort  Constitution 
was  abandoned  on  the  aiiproach  of  the  British,  which 
gave  them  command  of  the  ri\er.  A detachment  untler 
\’’aughn  and  Wallace  landed  without  much  op[)Ositlon 
and  burned  Kingston.  On  hearing  of  the  disastrous 
termination  of  Burgoyne’s  campaign  the  expedition  re- 
turned to  Xew  York. 

It  was  obvious  that  France  had  no  symiiathy  w ith  Great 
Britain,  but  looked  ujion  the  revolt  of  her  colonies  with 
secret  satisfaction,  and  earnestly  desired  their  separation 
from  Fnigland.  By  the  war  which  closed  in  1763  she  had 
been  comiielled  to  relinquish  her  extensive  {lossessions  in 
Xorth  America,  and  she  rejoiced  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  assist  in  the  infliction  of  a like  dismemberment  of  ter- 
ritory upon  Great  Britain.  The  commissioners  at  the 
court  of  Versailles  from  the  revolted  colonies,  although 
not  always  openly  countenanced,  were  by  no  means  dis- 
couraged, and  aid  was  frequently  extended  to  the  Ameri- 
cans in  a clandestine  manner.  When  intelligence  of  the 
capture  of  Burgoyne  reached  France  her  vacillating 
policy  ended,  and,  casting  off  all  disguise,  she  entered 
into  a treaty  of  alliance  with,  and  on  the  6th  of  Februarv, 
1778,  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United 
States.  This  event  made  the  patriots  almost  certain  of 
ultimate  success. 

The  Indians  and  tories  who  had  been  dispersed  at 
Fort  Schuyler  were  meditating  mischief,  and  making  pre- 
parations through  the  winter  of  r 777-8  to  invade  the 
Mohawk  valley.  Brant,  the  Indian  chief  who  had  pre- 
pared the  ambuscade  at  Oriskany,  was  foremost  in  these 
threatening  movements.  Sir  John  Johnson  and  Colonel 
John  Butler  were  also  active  in  enlisting  tory  refugees. 
A council  was  called  by  the  Revolutionary  authorities,  to 
secure,  if  possible,  the  neutrality  of  the  Indians.  It  met 
at  Johnstown  in  March.  X^one  of  the  Senecas,  the  mo^t 
powerful  of  the  Six  Xations,  were  present,  and  but  few 
of  the  Mohawks.  General  La  Fayette,  who  was  to  com- 
mand a proposed  expedition  against  Canada,  attended  the 
council.  His  attention  was  called  to  the  exposed  condi- 
tion of  the  settlements,  and  he  directed  the  building  and 
strengthening  of  fortifications  for  their  protection.  The 
first  hostile  movement  of  Brant  was  the  destruction  of  the 
small  settlement  of  Siuingfield,  at  the  head  of  (Usego 
lake.  On  the  ad  of  July  an  engagement  occurred  on  tlie 
u))per  branch  of  the  Cobleskill  l>etween  an  Indian  fort  e 
of  four  hundred  and  iifty  and  fifty-two  Americans.  The 
latter  were  o\cr[ujwered.  'I'he  Indians  burned  the  dwel- 
lings, and  slaughteretl  the  cattle  and  horses  tliey  tould 
not  take  with  them,  d'he  settlers  generaly  weie  contin- 
ualy  harrassed  by  marauding  parties  of  Indians  timing 
the  summer,  but  on  the  aiiproach  of  winter  Brant  with- 
tlrew  witli  his  for<  c>  toward  Xi.igara.  am!  ’uv'tilitio  ap- 
p.irentl}'  ct:a>ed.  On  his  wctv  to  Xiagara  he  \vas  met  b> 
Waiter  Butier,  a fugiti\e  frtiin  justice.  He  liad  been  ar- 
rested as  a spy  and  condemned  to  deatli.  but  hatl  been 
repriexetl  tlrrtiugh,  the  intercession  of  triemis,  s-nt  to 
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Albany,  and  confined  in  prison,  from  which  In'  made  liis 
escape.  He  joined  his  fatlier.  Col.  jolin  lluller,  at  Niau- 
.ira,  .and  ohtaiited  <a)mm.ind  of  two  Imndied  toiae-'  to 
unite  with  I’.rant  in  .an  incursion  into  the  Moliawk  \alle\’. 
epon  meetiiiLt  lir.mt  he  pre\ailed  up(tn  him  to  return  and 
atta<  k the  -.eti lenient  of  Cherr\  \'alley.  Colonel  Aiden, 
who  was  in  command  of  the  fort  at  that  jilace,  recei\ed 
information  of  the  intended  attack,  hut  treated  it  with 
um  (Uicern.  He  refti'.ed  to  permit  the  settlers  to  move 
into  the  fort.  helie\  iii|^  it  to  he  a fal.^e  alarm.  He,  how- 
ever, .assured  them  that  he  would  keep  scouts  on  the 
look-out  to  ;4uard  aijainst  surprise,  and  he  did  send  them, 
hut  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  savages,  who  extorted 
from  them  all  necessary  information  respecting  the  situ- 
ation. On  the  morning  of  the  iith  of  Xovemher  the 
enemy  entered  the  settlement,  under  cover  of  a thick  anrl 
misty  atmosphere,  and  began  an  indiscriminate  slaughter 
of  men,  women,  and  children.  The  house  of  Mr.  Wells 
of  which  Colonel  Aiden  was  an  inmate,  was  surrounded, 
and  the  whole  of  the  family  brutally  massacred.  The 
colonel,  in  attempting  to  escape,  was  tomahawked  and 
scalped.  'I'hirty-two  of  the  inhabitants,  mostly  women 
and  children,  and  sixteen  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  were 
slain  in  the  most  horrible  manner.  The  whole  settlement 
was  plundered,  and  every  house  burned.  Nearly  forty  pris- 
oners were  taken,  and' condiu  ted  down  the  valley  to  en- 
camp for  the  night,  iiromiscuously  huddled  together,  some 
of  them  half  naked,  without  shelter,  and  no  resting-place 
but  the  cold  ground.  The  next  day,  finding  the  women 
and  (Jiildren  cumbersome,  the  ca[)tors  sent  most  of  them 
back.  The  infaimjus  Butler  was  not  only  the  author  of 
this  savage  expedition,  but  he  was  the  director  of  all  the 
cruelty  practiced.  With  the  destruction  of  this  settle- 
ment hostilities  ceased  along  the  frontier  until  the  follow- 
ing spring.  'I'hrough  the  winter  Brant  and  his  colleagues 
were  making  iireparations  for  a renewal  of  their  incur- 
sions, ami  necessity  seemed  to  demand  the  infliction  of 
severe  punishment  upon  the  savages  who  threatened  to 
desolate  the  border  settlements.  Accordingly  on  the  iSth 
of  .Vpril,  1779,  Colonel  Wan  Schaick  was  sent  out  with  a 
force  from  Fort  Schuyler  to  make  a descent  upon  the 
Onondagas.  'I’he  expedition  hml  approached  t(j  within  a 
few  miles  of  their  villages  and  castle  before  their  occu- 
pants were  aware  of  the  ex[jedition  against  them.  The 
Indians  lied  to  the  woods,  leasing  everything  behind 
them,  even  to  their  arms.  Their  villages,  three  in  number, 
consisting  ot  about  fifty  houses,  were  burned,  and  their 
pro\  isions  .md  cattle  destrov  ed.  The  i ouncil  house,  or 
( astle,  was  spared  trom  the  llames,  but  a swivel  found  iii 
it  was  rendered  useless.  rhirt\-three  (T  the  Indians 
were  taken  prisoners  and  twebe  killed.  The  expedition 
then  returned  to  Fort  Schuyler,  arri\ing  on  the  agth, 
luu'ing  accomplished  its  objec  t in  six  da_\  s,  without  the 
loss  ot  a man.  ^\  bile  this  short  < ampaign  was  m prcigress, 
the  ion’er  section  ot  the  .Moh.iuk  w.is  \ isited  at  difierent 
points  by  si  al[)ing  p.irties,  ,ind  the  set tleinents  meiuu  ed 
with  the  I.Ue  of  (Jierry  N’alley.  The  Onondagas.  fired 
with  indign.ulon  at  the  destruction  of  their  \ illages,  retali- 
ated by  .1  ilesceiit  uiK.m  the  settkmeiit  ,U  Cobleskili,  and 


more  than  tweiitv  of  th.e  militia  were  killed  in  tielending 
it.  The  settlement  at  Minisink  being  unprotei  led.  Brant 
resolved  to  rawtge  it.  t )n  the  night  ot  the  19th  ot  JuU'. 
at  the  head  of  a p.irty  of  Indians  and  lories  disguisetl  as 
savages,  he  silentiv  appro. idled  the  town,  and  had  set  tire 
to  several  houses  before  the  inhabitants  were  arousetl  to 
the  danger  of  their  situ.U'on.  .Ml  who  coultl  sought 
safety  in  llight,  leaving  everything  to  the  invaders,  who 
plundered  and  tleslroved  all  their  jirvipertv,  and  retired 
to  (irassv  Brook,  where  Brant  had  lett  the  main  bodv’  of 
his  warriors.  \\  hen  intelligence  of  this  outrage  reached 
Ciosiien,  Doctor  Tusien,  colonel  ot-  the  local  militia, 
ordered  them  to  meet  him  at  Minisink,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty-nine  responded  to  the  call.  A council  was 
held,  and  it  was  resolved  to  juirsue  the  invader-,.  Colo- 
nel Tusten  was  oiiposed  to  such  a hazardous  undertak- 
ing with  so  small  a force,  but  he  was  overruled,  and  the 
line  of  march  taken  u]).  The  next  morning  the  pursuers 
were  joined  Iiy  Colonel  Fl.ithorn,  with  a small  rcintorce- 
ment.  Oncoming  to  the  })lace  where  the  Indians  had 
encamped  the  previous  night,  it  was  obvious  from  the 
number  of  camp-fires  that  the  force  was  much  larger  than 
had  been  exjiected,  and  tlie  leading  officers  advised  re- 
turn rather  than  pursuit,  but  their  rash  associates  were 
determined  to  proceed.  Soon  after  Cajitain  Tyler,  who 
was  with  a scouting  party,  was  shot  by  a hidden  toe,  but 
this  circumstance,  although  it  gave  the  company  some 
alarm,  did  not  check  the  imrsult.  When  the  party  reach- 
ed the  hill  overlooking  the  Delaware,  they  saw  the  enemy 
marching  tow:ird  the  fording  place  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Lackawaxen.  Hathorn  determined  to  intercept 
them,  and  arranged  his  men  accordinglv'.  Hills  inter- 
vened iietween  the  opiiosing  forces,  and  they  soon  lost 
sight  of  each  other.  Brant  was  watching  the  movements 
of  the  whites,  and  anticipating  their  design  turned  as 
soon  as  they  were  lost  to  view,  and  throwing  his  whole 
force  in  their  rear,  formed  an  ambuscade.  Not  finding 
the  enemv  where  they  had  expected  Hathorn's  men  were 
greatly  perplexed,  and  retracing  their  steps  di.scovered 
the  Indians  in  an  unexpectetl  ipiarter  and  greatly  superi- 
or in  numbers.  The  latter  managed  to  cut  off  from  the 
main  bodv  ot  Hathorn's  troojis  about  one-third  of  his 
entire  force  in  the  commencement  of  the  skirmish.  From 
the  summit  of  a hill  the  militi.i  maintained  the  uncp.ial 
conilict  until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  ami  then 
attemiited  to  retre.it,  but  onlv  thirty  succeeded  in  making 
their  escape  from  their  merciless  enemies,  ^^'hcn  the  re- 
treat began  there  were  -seventeen  of  the  w<Minded  behind 
a ledge  of  rocks  under  the  care  of  Doctor  l'u>ten,  and  in 
this  hel[)less  emdition  they  vvere  ruthlessly  nutrvlered. 
together  with  the  doctor,  by  the  Imli.ins. 

But  .1  fe.irful  retribution  was  .it  h.imi,  and  soon  fell  on 
the  Indians  with  de.-'triictive  force.  In  the  sjiring  it  was 
determined  to  -,eiu!  .1  l.irge  e.x])cvlition  into  the  Indian 
.-oiintr,',  ami  --o  .cvervlv  ch.istme  the  g,  ' 
torv  ,illie>  a-,  to  di.-w  ■-.mr  ig  ti'.em  from  reiv. _ dwir  vle- 
pred.ilioim  upon  the  settlements,  tleiier.il  Sullivan  was 
idai  ed  in  the  i hief  comm.uul  of  this  expedition,  the  pl.in 
of  which  was  .1  combine'l  movement  in  two  divi>ion>;  one 
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from  Pennsylvania,  to  ascend  the  Sus(iuehanna,  under 
Sullivan  himself,  and  the  other  from  the  north,  under 
(ieneral  James  Clinton.  'I’he  two  divisions  were  to  unite 
at  Tioga.  On  the  i;th  of  June  C.eneral  Clinton  com- 
menced the  transportation  of  his  boats  across  the  coun- 
trv  from  (,’anajoharie  to  ( )tsego  lake,  and  proceeded  to 
its  outlet,  where  he  awaited  orders  from  Sullivan.  W hile  ! 
there  he  built  a dam  to  confine  the  water  within  the  ' 
lake,  hoping  by  its  sudden  removal  to  render  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  ri\er  more  certain  in  case  of  a long  drought. 
'I'his  not  only  facilitated  the  transportation  of  his  boats  | 
upon  the  river,  but  it  caused  an  overtlow  of  its  banks 
and  destroyed  the  com-fields  belonging  to  the  Indians, 
vho,  being  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  their  loss,  were  great- 
ly astonished  and  alarmed.  General  Clinton  formed  a 
junction  \\  ith  Sullivan  at  Tioga  on  the  aad  of  August, 
and  the  combined  force  moved  cautiously  up  the  Tioga 
and  Chemung.  On  the  29th  the  enemy  were  discovered 
occufiying  an  ad\antageous  position  near  the  present  ' 
city  of  Elmira.  The  light  infantry  in  the  advance 
formed  for  battle,  and  while  waiting  for  the  main  body  ! 
to  come  up  skirmishing  was  carried  on  with  small  parties  ; 
of  Indians  who  would  sallv  out  from  their  works,  fire, 
and  retreat,  and  make  the  woods  echo  with  their  hideous 
war-whoops.  The  Indians  occupied  a hill  on  the  right, 
and  Sullivan  ordered  Poor  with  his  brigade  to  flank 
them,  while  the  main  body  of  the  army  attacked  them  in 
front.  As  Poor  began  to  ascend  tlie  hill  he  was  fiercely 
opposed  by  the  savages  under  Brant  and  the  tories 
under  Sir  John  Johnson.  It  was  some  hours  before  the 
latter  began  slowly  to  give  way.  Having  gained  the 
summit  of  the  hill  Poor  moved  against  the  enemy's  left  ' 
flank,  which  he  soon  carried,  and  perceiving  that  they 
would  be  surrounded  they  al;andoned  their  works  and 
made  a i>recipitate  retreat.  Sullivan's  army  encamped  up- 
on the  battle-field  that  night,  and  the  ne.\t  day  the  wound-  ' 
ed  were  sent  back,  together  with  the  heavy  artillery,  and  | 
the  march  was  resumed  toward  Catharine's  Town,  where 
the  expedition  arrived  on  the  ad  of  September.  On  the 
following  day  the  jdace  was  destroyed,  together  with  the 
corn-fields  and  orchards.  The  Indians  fled  before  the  in- 
siders, who  continued  their  work  of  destruction,  pilla- 
ging the  villages  of  their  enemies  and  thus  defiriving  them 
of  all  means  of  subsi.-tence.  On  the  7th  Sullivan’s  army 
reached  Kanadaseagea,  the  capital  of  the  Senecas.  This 
they  destroyed,  as  well  as  all  the  smaller  \ illages  on  their 
way  to  the  Crenesee  ri\  er,  which  was  reached  and  crossed 
on  tlie  14th.  The  Genesee  castle  was  doomed  to  meet 
tlie  fate  of  the  rest,  and  the  whole  surrounding  country, 
together  with  the  town,  which  comprised  120  houses,  was 
sweiu  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction.  ( )n  the  16th  the 
expedition  recrossed  the  Genesee  ri\  er,  and  retracing  their 
stejis  arrived  at  'I'ioga,  the  starting  point,  on  the  3d  of 
( >1  lober.  The  1 ndians,  although  subjected  to  great  suf- 
icTing,  were  m.>t  vhullv  crushed  b\'  these  severe  losses_ 
I'heir  numerii  ai  loia.e  u.is  but  slightly  reduced,  and  they 
rei. dialed  upon  the  frontier  settlements  with  savage  ven- 
geance whenever  a favorable  o|>i)ortunity  offered. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
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-AREV  in  June  of  1779  Sir  Henry  Clinton  con- 
ducted  an  expedition  up  the  Hudson,  and 
attacked  two  small  forts,  one  at  Stonv  Point, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  the  other 
at  \'er[dank's  Point,  nearly  o^iposite.  The  for- 
mer  had  only  about  forty  men  to  defend  it,  and 
they  retreated  on  the  apjiroach  of  the  British  ; but 
the  latter,  with  its  garrison  of  seventy  men,  resisted,  and 
was  captured.  Washington  much  regretted  the  loss  of 
these  posts,  and  although  they  had  been  enlarged  and 
strengthened  after  the  British  took  possession  of  them  he 
resolved  to  make  an  effort  to  regain  them.  Stony  Point 
was  surprised  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  July  following, 
and  after  a short  and  fierce  conflict  the  garrison,  of  more 
than  five  hundred  men,  together  with  the  cannon  and  mil- 
itary stores,  were  capvtured,  and  the  works  demolished  andi 
abandoned. 

In  the  spring  of  1780  Brant  was  again  upon  the  war- 
path,  and  with  a band  of  Indians  and  tories  destroyed 
Harpersfield  in  April.  It  was  his  design  to  attack  the  up- 
per fort  of  Schoharie,  but  on  his  way  he  captured  Cai<tain 
Harper,  who  represented  to  him  that  the  fort  had  latelv 
been  reinforced,  and  he  returned  to  Niagara  with  his  pris- 
oners. Sir  John  Johnson,  with  a force  of  five  hundred 
tories  and  Indians,  very  unexpectedly  appeared  at  John- 
stown on  the  night  of  May  2tst,  and  the  next  day  swcjn 
the  country  between  that  neighborhood  and  the  Ivlohawk. 
Several  persons  were  murdered,  others  taken  prisoner.■^, 
and  all  buildings  not  belonging  to  the  tories  were  burned. 
On  the  following  afternoon  the  party  retreated  toward 
Canada.  On  the  21st  of  August  Canajoharie  and  the  ad- 
jacent settlements  were  attacked  by  Brant,  at  the  head  of 
a large  body  of  Indians  and  tories,  who  did  even  more 
damage  than  Johnson's  party. 

General  Benedict  Arnold,  wounded  at  the  last  battle 
with  Burgoyne,  and  unable  to  take  any  active  iiosition. 
was  appointed  military  governor  of  Philadeljihia  in  the 
si>ring  of  1778.  Feeling  the  im[)ortance  of  his  station, 
and  fond  of  making  a show,  he  began  liv  ing  in  such  an, 
extravagant  manner  as  to  become  ])ecuniarily  embarra>sexi : 
and  rather  than  retrench,  and  live  within  his  income,  he 
resorted  to  a svstem  of  fraud  which  brought  him  into 
unpleasant  relations  with  the  citizens  of  Philadelphi.i. 
Hv  order  of  Congress  he  was  tried  before  a court-martial, 
and  sentenced  to  the  mildest  form  of  jiunishment — simply 
a re]trimand  from  the  commander-in-t'hief.  He  apiieared 
to  acquiesce  in  the  .-entence,  but  his  pride  was  woiin.led, 
auvl  he  thirsted  fur  revenge.  While  in  Phil.idelpiiia  i.e 
h.id  married  the  daughter  of  a tury  residing  in  th.tt 
])lace.  She  was  aci  ustomed  to  receive  the  attentions  of 
Briti.sh  ofticers  during  their  oci  upancy  of  thecitv.am! 
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through  lior  intimacy  with  Major  Andre  a corres[)ondence 
had  been  initiated  between  him  and  Arnold,  by  which 
means  tlic  latter’s  treacherous  schemes  were  developed, 
and  culminated  in  a most  intamous  treason,  .''till  he  was 
loud  in  his  profes'ions  of  [)atriotism  anti  attachment  to 
his  country’s  cause,  and  itretended  to  be  anxious  to  again 
join  his  companions  in  the  field.  He  solicited  the  com- 
m.'ind  of  West  l*oint,  then  the  most  important  post  in  the 
possession  of  the  .Americans.  W'ashington  hatl  assigned 
him  to  the  commaml  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  but 
upon  his  repeated  and  earnest  re([uest  the  command  of 
West  I’oint  was  given  him  instead,  on  the  gd  of  .August, 
1780.  He  established  his  headquarters  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  ris  er,  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Beverly  Robin- 
son, whose  property  had  been  confiscated  on  account  of 
his  espousal  of  the  British  cause.  .Arnold  well  knew  that 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  would  richly  reward  him  for  being  in- 
strumental in  placing  West  Point  in  his  hands,  and  hinted 
as  much  to  Major  Andre,  between  whom  and  himself 
letters  jiassed  in  disguised  hand-writing  and  over  fictitious  | 
signatures.  In  order  to  settle  the  terms  of  this  infamous 
treachery  it  became  necessary  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 
send  Major  .Andre  for  a personal  interview  with  Arnold, 
not  only  to  agree  upon  the  conditions  of  his  contemplat- 
ed surrender  but  to  guard  against  a counteryilot.  Major 
.Andre  sailed  up  the  Hudson  on  board  of  the  Vulture,  and  I 
a meeting  was  finally  effected.  Near  the  village  of  Ha^■er- 
straw  resided  Joshua  H.  Smith,  who  was  duped  by  .\rnold 
to  assist  in  carrying  out  his  designs.  It  was  he  who 
brought  Major  .Andre  on  shore,  where  .Arnold  was  await-  | 
ing  him,  and  concealed  in  a thicket  they  plotted  the  ruin  ! 
of  the  patriot  cause  from  about  midnight  until  dav  began 
to  dawn,  and  then  repaired  to  Smith’s  house  to  comjrlete 
their  plans.  .Arnold  was  to  receive  ten  thousand  jiounds  ' 
and  the  office  of  Brigadier-General  in  the  British  armv, 
while  West  Point  w.as  to  be  given  up  on  the  api>roach  of  ' 
the  English  fleet.  Major  .Andre  was  supplied  with  papers 
e.xplaining  the  military  condition  of  the  fort,  which  were 
concealed  in  his  stockings;  while  a pass  was  given  him 
under  the  name  of  John  Anderson.  In  the  morning  a 
cannonade  was  opened  upon  the  A'ulture,  and  she  was 
obliged  to  fall  farther  down  tlie  river,  which  reminded 
.\ndre  of  the  fact  that  he  was  within  the  .American  lines. 
Smith’s  fears  were  so  much  aroused  that  he  refused  to 
convey  him  by  boat  to  the  Vulture,  but  offered  to  accom- 
pany him  a considerable  distance  by  a land  route.  'I’hev 
crossed  the  river  and  jiroceeded  toward  White  Plains.  | 
Near  Pines  Bridge  they  parted,  and  .Vntlre  continued  his 
journey  alone.  \Vhen  near  Tarrytown  he  was  stopped 
by  three  militiamen,  who  were  watching  for  stragglers 
from  the  British  lines.  From  wh;it  they  said  to  him  he 
was  led  to  believe  they  were  loyalists,  whereupon  he 
avowed  himself  a British  officer,  but  tqion  discov  ering  his 
mistake  he  presented  .Arnold's  pass,  and  cnde.uoreii  to 
explain  his  previous  statements;  they  insisteel  uijon 
searching  him,  and  lie  was  forceal  to  submit,  and  the  im- 
portant paiiers  were  found.  His  liberal  offers  of  money 
if  they  would  release  him  were  of  no  avail,  and  he  was  ' 
condtu  tevl  to  tiie  nearest  militarv  post. 


On  the  same  morning  that  Washington  arrived  at  .Ar- 
nold's head-ipiarter.'  from  Hartford,  where  he  had  been  to 
confer  with  some  French  officers,  .Arnold  received  intel- 
ligence of  .Aiulre’s  arrest,  and  hastening  to  his  barge  m.ule 
his  esca|)e  to  the  A'ulture.  He  was  a[)prisevl  that  Wash- 
ington would  soon  be  at  hi'  <[iiarters,  and  left  orders  to 
inform  him  that  he  had  gone  over  to  West  Point,  and 
would  soon  return.  Washington  arrived  shortly  after, 
and  crossing  over  to  West  Point  found,  to  his  surprise, 
that  -Arnold  had  not  been  there.  .After  spending  some 
time  in  examining  the  works  he  returned,  when  the  [lapers 
which  had  been  found  uixm  .Andre- were  placed  in  his 
hands  and  the  vvhole  consiiiracy  rev  ealed.  .An  immediate 
pursuit  to  overtake  the  traitor  was  made,  but  it  was  too 
late  to  [irevent  his  escape.  Gnfortunate  .Andre  was  tried 
by  a court  of  .fourteen  generals,  convicted  of  being  a spy, 
sentenced,  and  executed.  .Arnold  wreaked  his  malice  on 
the  .Americans  by  devastating  different  parts  of  the 
country  during  the  war.  .After  its  close  he  went  to 
Pbigland,  where  he  was  shunned  and  despised  by  all 
honorable  men. 

On  the  15th  of  Octolier,  1780,  a large  party  of  tcries 
and  Indians,  under  .Sir  John  Johnson  and  Brant,  invaded 
the  Mohawk  v alley  by  way  of  Schoharie  creek,  destroying 
the  settlements  on  the  way  to  Fort  Hunter,  and  thence 
up  the  .Mohawk  on  both  sides.  .As  soon  as  intelligence 
of  this  invasion  reached  .Albany  General  A'an  Rensselaer 
man.hed  against  them  with  a body  of  ntilitia.  Colonel 
Brown  was  stationed  at  Fort  Paris,  and  receiving  orders 
from  A'an  Rensselaer  to  attack  the  enemy  promi>tiv 
obeyed,  but  his  small  force  was  dispersed,  and  himself 
and  forty  of  his  men  slain.  A’an  Rensselaer,  after  great 
delay,  attacked  and  routed  the  invaders,  who  fled  and 
succeeded  in  making  their  escape  to  Canada.  The  .Mo- 
hawk valley  continued  to  be  devastated  by  the  savage  toe. 
On  the  9th  of  July,  17S1,  Currytown  was  attacked  by  a 
party  of  more  than  three  hundred  Indians,  commanded 
by  a tory  named  Do.xstader.  They  were  pursued  by 
Colonel  A\'illett,  and  in  a battle  forty  of  their  number 
were  slain  and  the  others  routed.  On  the  24th  of  Octo- 
ber Major  Ross  and  Walter  Butler,  at  the  head  of  nearlv 
a thousand  men,  consisting  of  British  regular',  Indians 
and  tories,  made  a sudden  descent  into  the  .Mohawk  val- 
ley and  began  a work  of  plunder  and  devastation.  Thev 
were  met  by  Colonels  Willett  and  Rowley  near  Johnst<;wn. 
ind  a sharp  engagement  ensuc'l,  lasting  till  dark,  when 
the  enemy  lied.  They  were  pursued,  and  at  Canad.icreek 
another  skirmish  took  place,  w herein  the  cruel  aru!  infa- 
mous Butler  was  slain.  l’i)on  Itis  fall  their  w hole  force 
lied  in  tlieutino't  confu'ion.  This  was  the  final  invasion 
of  the  Mohawk  valley,  .ind  their  tlight  the  clo'ing  'cene 
in  one  of  the  mo't  terrible  warf.ires  on  record. 

While  menai  ing  an  attai  k on  N’ew  A’ork,  W.i'hington 
carefullv  vvitlulrew  friun  the  Hud'on  to  attack  Cornwalh' 
in  his  (lev  .'.'l.'.ti'-'g  m.irch  through,  the  Smith.  .”'.1  w.-.>  f. ir- 
on hi'vv.iy  lo  N'ir^ini.i  before  .''ir  llen.v  t i-nt.  n w.-- 
aware  of  th.e  movement.  (..’ornwallis  was  iic'ieged  .'.t 
A'orktown,  and  compelled  to  'tirrender  his  wh<'>le  army 
i>n  the  19th  oi  Cht(.iber,  I7-8I.  I’his  virtu. illv  < Ri'ed  ti'.e 
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war.  Sir  (iuy  Carlton  was  sent  to  take  tlie  command  of 
the  Briti.sh  f<jrces  in  place  ot  Sir  Henr\  Clinton,  with 
directions  to  o|)en  neftotiations  f(jr  i>cace.  .V  provisional 
treaty  "as  signed  on  the  30th  of  November,  17S2,  and  a 
<Ielinitive  treaty,  recognizing  the  indeiiendence  ot  the 
Cnited  States,  was  concluded  at  Paris,  September  3d, 
17S3.  On  the  25th  <jf  November  the  British  troops  took 
their  final  departure  from  the  city  of  New  \'ork,  and  on 
the  same  day  Wa-.hington  entered  it  with  his  army,  amid 
vhe  joyous  acclamations  of  the  emancipated  people. 
Never,  perhaps,  was  pea(  e more  welcome,  for  the  long 
war  had  been  a terrible  ordeal  for  the  i^atriots,  and  we 
who  are  living  in  peace  and  plenty,  so  far  removed  by  the 
wheels  of  time  from  that  eventful  period,  are  not  likely 
to  properly  estimate  their  endurance  of  great  and  con- 
tinued sufferings,  nor  fully  appreciate  the  liberties  they 
obtained  at  so  great  a sacrifice,  and  be<[ueathed  to  suc- 
ceeding generations. 

The  United  States  having  been  recognized  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  it  was  early  [lerceived  that  the  jxjwers 
conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  .Articles  of  Confederation 
were  in  many  essential  respects  inadeipiate  to  the  objects 
of  an  effective  national  government.  The  States  had  been 
leagued  together  for  a jjarticular  pur[xjse,  but  retained 
their  individual  sovereignty,  and  Congress  had  no  power 
to  compel  them  to  obey  its  mandates.  'Phe  people  were 
losing  their  regard  for  the  authority  of  Congress  ; its  rec- 
ommendations for  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  incurred 
by  the  war  were  not  iironqjtly  comidied  uith,  and  finan- 
cial and  commercial  affairs  uere  falling  into  serious  de- 
rangement. Each  State  being  independent  of  the  others 
in  the  confederacy,  jealousies  would  naturally  arise,  and 
without  concerted  action  on  the  i»art  of  the  States  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  collect  revenue.  In  view  of  these 
increasing  e\ils  the  leading  miiuls  of  the  country  desired 
a closer  union  of  the  States  umler  a general  government. 
A convention  was  held  at  Annapolis,  in  September,  17S6, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  establishment  of  a general 
tariff  on  imports  and  a uniform  system  of  commercial 
regulations.  Commissioners  were  present,  however,  from 
only  five  States,  among  whii  h was  New  \'ork,  represented 
bv  Ale.xander  Hamilton.  They  rccommemled  the  calling 
of  a convention  of  delegates  from  the  several  States  in 
.May  following,  and  transmitted  a report  of  their  cmiclu- 
sions  to  Congress.  Their  recommendations  were  adopt- 
ed by  Congress,  and  that  body  deemed  it  e.xpedieiit  that 
the  delegates  should  be  instructed  to  revise  the  .Articles 
of  Confederation  ami  report  to  Congress  and  the  several 
State  Legislatures  such  amendments  and  provision  as 
should  seem  adequate  to  the  exigem  ies  of  the  government. 
.\11  the  States  except  Rhode  Eland  were  represented  in 
the  convention,  which  was  held  at  Philadelphia.  Believ- 
ing that  the  .\rticles  of  Confederation  were  so  defective 
,is  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  wants  ot  the  coiintrv 
the  deleg. lies  went  to  work  to  f.irm  ,1  new  constitution. 
Its  pbin  was  ■generally  apjiroved.  bui  there  ivere  ni.'.nv  in 
the  convention  who  looked  ujion  the  preservation  of  .State 
sovereignty  .is  pre-emineiiliv  essential,  and  regarded  the 
jirojioseil  change  in  this  p.irtK  ul.ir  .is  an  infringement  of 


, .State  riglits,  I'he  delegates  from  New  \'ork.  upon  tlieir 
j appointment,  had  been  restrii  led  to  the  rev  isitju  of  the 
existing  .\rticles  of  ■ Confederation ; and  when  the  conven- 
tion decided  to  provide  a new  constitution  they,  with  the 
! exception  of  .Alexander  hlamilton  withdrew.  'I'hatbodv 
' then  proceeded  to  form  a constitution,  which  was  ado]U- 
ed  and  submitted  to  the  several  Slates  for  aiqiroval.  the 
assent  of  nine  being  required  for  its  ratification.  .V  s[iir- 
! ited  contest  ensued  in  the  .State  of  .New  A'ork  between  its 
advocates  and  opponents,  the  latter  being  in  the  as(  cn- 
dancy  ; but  having  been  adojited  by  the  requisite  number 
of  States,  it  was  ratified  in  convention  by  the  State  of 
New  York  by  a close  vote  on  the  26th  of  July,  1788,  but 
with  the  recommendation  of  several  amendments  which 
howev  er,  were  not  adopted.  The  city  of  New  York  was 
chosen  for  the  seat  of  the  federal  government,  and  tleorge 
Washington  was  elei  ted  President. 

' The  difficulties  relative  to  the  New  Hampshire  grants 
still  continued.  .A  convention  of  the  people  in  that  dis- 
puted territory  in  1777  declared  it  an  independent  State, 
and  petitioned  Congress  for  admission  into  the  confeder- 
acy. New  A’ork  thereupon  sought  the  inter]>osition  of 
I Congress  in  her  behalf,  and  that  body  recognized  her 
I laims  ; but  the  people  interested  in  the  New  Hampshire 
I grants  were  determined  to  maintain  their  indeiwndence. 
j and  during  the  following  year  organized  a State  gov  ern- 
' ment.  d'his  revived  the  discord,  which  had  remained  in- 
active since  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  so  great  wa.- 
the  hatred  of  the  New  Hampshire  [leoplc  toward  the  State 
of  New  A’ork,  that  rather  than  be  subject  to  her  jurisdic- 
tion they  chose  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  Creat 
Britain,  and  were  secretly  negotiating  with  the  British  to 
become  a colony  under  the  crown  ; but  before  the  con- 
spiracy was  fully  matured  it  was  interrupted  bv  the  cap- 
ture of  Cornwallis.  Hostile  feelings  continued  after  the 
war,  but  in  1790  the  difficulties  were  amicably  adjusted. 
New  A'ork,  on  rei  eiving  a stipulated  sum  for  the  extinc- 
tion of  land  claims,  relinquished  her  jurisdiction,  and  in 
the  following  year  the  disputed  territory  was  admitted  in- 
to the  Union,  under  the  name  of  \'ermont. 

Large  tracts  of  wild  land  were  in  possession  ot  the  State 
of  New  A’ork  at  the  termination  of  the  war.  In  17S6  the 
State  granted  two  tracts  to  Afassai  luisetts,  to  satisfv  ( er- 
tain  antiquated  claims  of  that  State,  but  retained  her  sov- 
ereigntv  over  the  ceded  territory.  The  largest  of  thc'e 
tracts,  known  as  the  Cencsee  country,  embraced  the 
western  ]iart  of  the  State,  and  was  designated  by  ,i  I'r.e 
running  south  from  Sodus  Bav  on  l.ake  ()ntario  to  Peiin- 
svlvania.  'I'he  other  embraced  a iiortion  (;f  th.e  prc'cn’. 
counties  of  'I'ioga  and  Broome.  Land  commis-ioners  : 
the  State,  a few  years  later,  authorized  by  an  act  "f  i’'  ■ 
I .egislatiire,  disjiosed  of  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  n'lrt:'- 
ern  ]iari  of  the  Stale  for  very  small  consideration^.  'I  I-. 
l.irgest  and  most  important  of  the.^e  was  that  grantci 
Mex.iiidcr  Macomb,  i ont.iining  upward  of  tlirec  1 - 
h.iif  millions  of  ai  res.  cu  about  eighteen  pern  e pet  w. 

In  1791  the  i .egisl.iture  ordered  .in  ex|)lor.ition  .imU  r- 
vov  to  ascertain  the  most  eligible  method  ot  renuiv  r_' 
obstructions  from  the  Mohawk  .ind  lludson  pvers.  wi' 
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a view  to  improving  their  navigation  by  the  construction  ! 
of  canals.  The  following  year  two  comi)anies  were  in-  | 
corporated,  stylvil  the  Northern  and  W'estern  Inland  I.ock  ; 
Navigation  Companies,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  | 
navigation  by  connecting  by  canals  Lake  Ontario  with 
the  Mohawk  and  Lake  (.'hamplain  w ith  the  Hudson.  , 

Governor  Clinton  in  1795  having  de<  lined  to  be  a can- 
didate fur  re-elei  tion,  John  Jay  w as  chosen  as  his  suct.ess-  | 
or.  'I'he  State  was  now  . rapidly  gaining  in  iiopulation, 
and  in  1800  had  nearly  six  hundred  thousand  inhabitants.  | 
r>\  an  act  of  tlie  Legislature  a con\ention  was  called  to  a-  ■ 
mend  the  State  Constitution  in  regard  to  the  ajipointment 
of  members  of  tlie  Legislature.  'I'his  body  con\ened  in 
1801,  chose  Colonel  Aaron  Burr  to  jireside  o\er  it,  and 
fixed  the  number  of  Assemblymen  at  too.  In  1801  George 
Clinton  was  again  elected  to  the  governorship,  which  of- 
fice he  held  until  1S04,  wlren  he  was  chosen  \*ice-Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  Morgan  Lew  is  w as  elected 
his  successor.  At  this  time  Aaron  Burr  was  holding  the  ' 
office  of  Vice-President,  and  failing  to  receive  the  nomi- 
nation for  re-election  was  nominateil  by  his  friends  for  I 
the  office  of  governor  of  New  York.  Mortified  and 
chagrined  at  his  defeat,  he  sought  revenge  u[)on  those 
who  had  been  the  most  prominent  and  influential  in  caus- 
ing it.  He  regarded  the  influence  of  Alexander  Hamilton 
as  having  contributed  largely  to  his  failure,  and  in  des- 
peration at  his  blighted  political  prospects  determined  to 
wreak  his  vengeance  upon  him.  An  excuse  was  present- 
ed by  Hamilton’s  expressing  political  views  antagonistic 
to  his  ow'n,  which  having  been  reported  to  him  in  a dis- 
torted form  he  chose  to  consider  as  personal,  and  chal- 
lenged him.  'I'he  challenge  was  accepted  and  the  duel 
fought,  Hamilton  falling  mortally  wounded  at  the  first 
exchange  of  shots.  His  deplorable  death  produced  a 
gloomy  feeling  throughout  the  country,  as  his  brilliant  | 
talents  and  unexceptionable  character  had  won  for  him 
the  esteem  of  the  whole  community,  .\fter  this  occur- 
rence Burr  visited  the  Western  .States  and  engaged  in 
treasonable  schemes  for  detaching  them  from  their  pres- 
ent i)olitical  associations,  to  form,  in  conjunction  with 
Mexico,  a separate  government.  He  was  arrested  and 
tried  for  treason,  but  escaped  con\iction  for  want  of 
sufficient  proof.  All  confidence  in  his  integritv.  how- 
eser,  was  lost,  and  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed 
in  comparati\e  obscurity.  In  1807  Daniel  D.  'i'omjjkins 
was  elected  to  succeed  Morgan  Lewis  as  Governor  of 
New  York.  In  this  year  Robert  Fulton  completed  the 
Clermont,  the  first  boat  tl.at  ever  succeeded  in  steam 
navigation.  It  was  laum  heal  at  Jersey  City,  and  made 
its  trial  trip  up  the  Hudson  to  .Vlbanv. 

(jreat  Britain  and  I rani  e being  at  war.  the  former  bv 
a series  of  “Orders  in  Council''  prohibited  \essels  of 
neutral  nations  from  trading  with  France  or  her  allies, 
and  in  retaliation  Napoleon  proclaimed  the  notable  Ber- 
lin an  .Mil.an  dei  rees,  torbulding  all  Ir.ide  with  F.ngi.ind 
and  her  ci.ilonies.  1 he  etiects  (.it  tliese  ordinances  were 
very  injurious  to  American  commerce  ; and  in  conse- 
'luence  thereof  Congress,  on  the  23d  of  Sejitember.  1807, 
l.iid  an  emb.irgo  on  ad  vessels  in  the  harbors  ot  the 


United  .States,  whi(  h bore  heavily  on  the  mercantile 
interests  of  the  countrv,  and  excitetl  ( onsiderable  opjio- 
sition. 


CHABTER  XV. 


LALsKS  OK  IHK  I..\S1  WAR  WITH  OKKAT  llKKIAl.V K\- 

I’KOI  ITO.NS  .\i..\lNsl  C.\N  A1)\ laiKllKR  HoSlTU  lTKs. 


HE  countrv  w.is  now  rapidh'  drifting  into  an- 
' ( j other  conflict  with  Great  Britain.  I'he  ag- 
gressions  of  the  British  had  for  several  years 
been  a subject  of  great  anxietv  and  bitter 
animosity,  which  continually  increased.  Although 
the  United  States  maintained  a strict  nei.tralitv 
while  the  Napoleonic  wars  \ ere  raging  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  their  rights  as  a neutral  nation 
were  disregarded.  The  embargo  laid  by  Congress  upon 
the  shipping  in  .\merican  ports  was  found  so  injurious  to 
commercial  interests  that  it  was  reiiealed,  and  a non- 
intercourse act  passed  in  its  place.  In  .April,  1S09.  the 
English  ambassador  at  Washington  <apened  negotiations 
I for  the  adjustment  of  the  existing  rlifficitlties.  and  con- 
sented to  the  withdrawal  of  the  obnoxious  “ Orders  in 
I . Council  ” so  far  as  respected  the  United  .States,  on  con- 
dition that  they  should  repeal  the  act  ];rohibiting  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain.  Ujion  this  basis  an  agree- 
ment was  effected,  when  the  President  issued  a procla- 
mation declaring  that  as  it  had  been  officiallv  communi- 
cated to  the  United  States  that  the  “Orders  in  Council 
would  be  repealed  on  the  loth  of  June,  trade  might  be 
resumed  with  Great  Britain  after  that  date.  As  soon  as 
intelligence  of  this  agreement  on  the  part  of  their  am.- 
bassador  reached  the  English  government,  the  latter  re- 
fused to  ratify  it  on  the  ground  that  he  had  exceeded  his 
instructions,  and  immediately  rei  ailed  him.  The  procla- 
mation of  the  President  was  then  revoked,  and  the  two 
governments  resumed  their  former  relations.  In  addition 
to  other  injuries  and  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  a^  neutrals,  the  English  government 
claimed  the  right  to  scan  h .\inericaii  \ e^>els,  and  author- 
ized its  (jfficers  to  examine  their  crews,  >ei/e  all  whom 
thev  I hose  to  regard  as  British  subjea  ts.  and  force  them 
into  their  serv  iie.  .\1I  remon -trances  were  una\ ailing. 
The  English  officers  in  enfon  ing  this  right  of  sean.h 
committed  great  outrages,  and  the  practice  became  .-o 
obnoxious  a-  to  demand  some  dec  ided  measures  for  it- 
suppression.  Under  these  circumstances  th.ere  appeared 
to  be  no  alternatice  but  war,  and  Congress  Inning  au- 
thori/ed  it.  war  was  do  l.iri.-d  against  Great  Britain  on  •'"e 
19th  of  I line.  i8i-'.  i'he  me.is’ire.  lunvever.  wa-  r 
from  being  universally  sustained.  I'he  Federal  I’.trtv. 
then  in  the  minority,  op])Osed  it,  and  their  political  opin- 
ions being  apparenilv  --tronger  than  their  patriotism,  tltec 
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loudly  denounced  it.  It  was  also  but  feelily  sustained  I)_v 
a portion  of  the  Democratic  jiarty,  not  on  political 
grounds,  l>ut  from  the  belief  that  the  (unmtry  was  unpre- 
pared for  war.  New  York  and  New  England  were  mo>t 
prominent  in  their  opposition,  and  if  the)  did  not  direct- 
ly aid  the  enemy  their  conduct  was  discouraging  and  in- 
jurious to  those  who  were  perilling  their  lives  in  their 
country's  cause. 

The  Ameri(  ans,  deeming  it  expedient  to  invade 
Canada,  directed  their  attention  at  once  toward  that 
[)oint,  and  measures  were  taken  to  collect  forces  along 
the  northern  frontier  of  New  York,  and  westward  to 
Michigan.  They  were  distributed  in  three  divisions. 
The  eastern  rendezvoused  in  the  vi( unity  of  Plattsburg, 
on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Champlain.  The  central 
was  under  the  command  of  Ceneral  Stephen  \'an  Rens- 
selaer, who  made  his  headijuarters  at  Lewiston,  on  the 
Niagara  river  ; and  the  northwestern  division  assembled 
at  Detroit.  In  connection  with  these  armaments  a naval 
force  was  fitted  up  on  the  lakes,  the  command  of  which 
was  assigned  to  Commodore  Chaum  ey.  In  July  a small 
British  fleet  made  an  attack  upon  .Sackett’s  Harbor,  on 
Lake  Ontario,  which  was  defended  by  Lieutenant  W'ool- 
sey,  who,  from  a battery  arranged  on  the  shore,  so  dis- 
abled the  hostile  fleet  that  it  withdrew.  In  ( )(  tober  an 
attack  on  C)gdensburg  by  a British  fleet  was  repulsed  by 
General  Brown.  In  the  same  month  Lieutenant  Elliott, 
by  a bold  movement,  caittured  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Erie 
the  British  vessel  ‘‘Caledonia,”  laden  with  a valuable 
cargo  of  furs,  while  she  lay  in  fam  ied  security,  protected 
by  the  guns  of  a British  fort. 

After  the  inglorious  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull  at  Detroit, 
the  next  offensive  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans was  assigned  to  the  central  division,  which  was 
eager  to  offset  Hull’s  disgrace  by  a brilliant  achieve- 
ment. .-\n  attack  on  the  heights  of  (jueenston  was  rle- 
cided  on,  and  was  made  October  13th.  With  inade(|uate 
means  of  transportation  about  a thousand  men  were 
transferred  to  the  Canadian  bank  of  the  Niagara,  drove 
the  British  from  their  batteries,  and  took  the  heights. 
Gen.  Brock  rallied  the  enemy  and  attempted  to  rei  ap- 
ture  the  jjosition,  but  was  mortally  woumled  and  his 
force  repulsed.  The  .\mericans,  however,  were  unable 
to  hold  their  ground  against  the  British  reinforcements 
which  were  brought  up,  having  no  implements  for  forti- 
fication; and  the  militia  who  had  not  yet  crossed  the 
river  became  jianic-stricken  on  seeing  some  of  the 
wounded  brought  over,  anti  refused  to  go  to  the  aid  of 
their  outnumbered  comrades.  The  latter  were  there- 
fore overwhelmed  and  forced  to  surrender,  after  h.iv  ing 
about  sixty  killeil  and  a hundred  wounded. 

Nothing  save  a little  skirmishing  occurred  in  this 
(|uarter  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  disgrace- 
which  had  f,ilien  upon  the  .\meru  .in  arms  on  land  thi> 
war  was  alleviated  lo  .1  ( luisidcrable  extent,  however, 
bv  their  splendid  triumphs  on  the  waiter.  Siam  alter  the 
new  )’ear  had  been  ushered  in,  the  sanguinary  Conflic  t at 
|■'r^  IK  htow  n,  on  the  R.iisin  river,  took  ]>lace,  resultina  in 
the  surrender  of  the  .Xmerii.in  forces.  The  prisiineis 


t.iken  on  this  oc(  asion  were  left  to  be  torturctlbv  the  b.ir- 
barous  Indians  under  Proctor,  the  infamous  I!riti-h  < cun- 
mander,  in  direct  violation  of  his  pledge  for  their  'afetv. 
■Several  persons  in  St.  Lawrem  e ccmntv  were  arrested  bv 
the  British  authorities  and  c onfined  in  Canada  cm  c h.irec^ 
of  desertion.  On  the  7th  of  February  Captain  Fc)rsv  th. 
the  commander  of  the  post  at  ( )gdensburg,  crossed  to  the 
Canadian  shore  with  a small  force,  and  captured  about 
fifty  [irisoners  and  some  military  stores.  In  retali.iiion 
Colonell  Me  I )onnelI,  on  the  221!  of  the  same  month, 
crossed  the  river  with  a considerable  force  and  attacked 
( )gdensburg.  Only  a feeble  garrison  was  stationed  there 
for  its  protection;  but  this,  with  the  aid  of  the  citizens, 
defended  the  town  gallantly,  although  they  were  finally 
obliged  to  abandon  it  to  the  invaders.  A large  (piantity  of 
military  stores  came  into  the  eneinv  ’s  possession,  several 
vessels  were  destroyed,  and  considerable  damage  was 
done  to  the  property  of  the  citizens. 

General  Dearborn  had  been  entrusted  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  central  division,  and  on  the  25th  of  .\pril 
detached  a force  of  seventeen  hundred  men.  under 
General  Pike,  for  a descent  u]Kjn  Toronto,  then  known 
as  York.  They  embarked  at  Sackett’s  Harbor  on  board 
the  sipiadron  of  Commodore  Chaunecy,  and  landed  on  the 
27th  in  the  v icinity  of  York  in  the  face  of  a sjurited  fire 
from  the  enemv,  whom  they  soon  drove  bac  k.  The 
British  before  leaving  their  fortifications  had  laid  a train 
of  combustible  matter,  and  connecting  it  w ith  their  maga- 
zine thus  plotted  the  destruction  of  the  invader-.  The 
scdieme  was  in  part  successful,  for  the  Americ  ans  took 
the  redoubts  as  they  advanced,  and  when  within  about 
fiftv  rods  of  the  barracks  the  explosion  took  place. 
General  Pike  was  mortally  wounded,  and  about  two 
hundred  of  his  followers  either  killed  or  injured.  The 
troops  were  aiipallcd  at  this  disaster;  but  at  the  order  of 
their  dying  commander  they  sprang  forward  and  caj)- 
tured  a part  of  the  retreating  enemy,  and  drove  the  re- 
mainder from  the  field,  .\fter  the  caiiture  of  Toronto 
the  S'|uadron  returned,  and  preparations  were  made  for 
an  attai  k upon  Fort  George,  on  the  Niagara  river,  near 
Lake  ( Intario.  .V  desc:ent  was  made  upon  this  iKiint  on 
the  27th  of  May,  and  although  meeting  a stout  re-ist- 
anc  e was  in  the  end  sticces-fiil.  ( )n  the  landing  of  tire 
troojis  Colonel  Scott  advanced  to  attack  an  advantageous 
position  held  by  the  enemv,  and  after  a sharp  confli' t 
succeeded  in  dislodging  them.  General  A'im  ent,  the 
British  commander,  in  alarm,  ordered  the  evacuation  ot 
the  remaining  posts  on  the  .Niagara  frontier,  and  on  re- 
treating from  Fort  George  caused  the  magazine  '.o  be 
blown  up.  The  greater  part  of  the  garri  con  made  dieir 
escaiie.  but  nearlv  fejur  hundred  regulars  and  five  h.ir:- 
dred  militia  were  made  prisoners.  General  X’im  ent  re- 
treated with  the  v iew  of  taking  a position  on  Burlmg’.cn 
Heights,  and  was  followed  bv  .1  detac  hment  of  ih.c  \"c  '■ 
cans;  but  the  British  tuined  .mdi  ati.icked  their  : 
in  the  night,  and  suca  eeded  in  c .ipturiiig  their  ^cncr.ii'. 
and  further  pursuit  was  .diandoned.  Colonel  Bocrsih  r 
w.is  det.ichcd  with  a force  ol  .ibout  si\  hundred  men  lo 
cl islodue  a bod V c 1 1 tlie  cncinv  st,itii>nc.d  at  Ih.iver  D '. 
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about  seventeen  miles  from  Fort  (George.  Arriving  in  the 
viciniiy  of  that  [)lace  he  was  attacked  by  a body  of  In- 
dian^  in  ambush,  who  kept  u|'>  a conllu  t in  tlieir  skulking 
manner  until  the  arrival  of  a reinforcement  of  llriti.sh 
triwip'.  'i'hc  i’.ritish  officer  then  sent  a summons  to  the 
< i.li)!icl  lo  >uiTcnder,  at  the  '.atne  time  magnitMiig  the 
numl'tT  ol  hi>  troiip''.  ( olonel  iJoer-aler  belief  ntg  that 
lie  had  a superior  force  to  contend  with,  and  unable  to 
obtain  a reinfoi cement,  surrendered  his  detachment  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

[Hiring  these  offensive  ojierations  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans,  like  e.xpeditions  were  undertaken  liy  the  Brit- 
ish. 'I’he  force  at  Sackett’s  Harbor  liaving  been  reduced 
to  aiil  the  expedition  along  the  Niagara  river,  and  the 
tb  et  of  ('oinmodore  Chauncey  being  at  Fort  (leorge.  Sir 
(leorge  Rrevost  made  an  attempt  to  take  the  former  pO;^t. 
On  the  29th  of  May  he  ajiiieared  liefore  the  place  with  a 
force  of  about  one  thousand  men.  It  had  been  left  in 
commaml  of  Colonel  Backus,  who,  aided  by  Cieneral 
Brown,  so  successfully  resisted  the  onslaught  that  the 
enemy,  after  sustaining  considerable  loss,  withdrew.  This 
affair  was  followed  by  considerable  skirmishing  along  the 
American  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  on  the  nth  of  July 
Colonel  Bishop  made  an  attack  upon  the  village  of  Black 
Rock,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Niagara  river.  In  this  con- 
flict the  British  force  was  repulsed  w ith  considerable  loss, 
and  their  leader  mortally  wounded. 

Meanwhile  Commodore  Perry  was  preparing  to  dis- 
pute the  control  of  Lake  Erie  with  the  enemy.  The 
Am^icans  had  no  efficient  force  upon  that  lake,  and 
Perry,  by  unremitting  exertions,  built  and  equipped  a 
fleet  of  nine  vessels.  Of  these  the  Lawrence  and  the 
Ni  agara  eac  h carried  twenty  guns,  and  the  whole  fleet 
but  fifty-four.  The  British  fleet,  under  Commodore 
Barclay,  consisted  of  six  vessels,  carrying  sixty-three 
guns.  On  the  loth  of  September,  the  British  comman- 
der approat  hed  the  American  fleet  with  his  vessels  array- 
ed in  battle  order,  and  Perry  at  once  prepared  for  action. 
With  his  flag-ship,  the  Lawrence,  he  advanced  to  meet 
the  enemy,  and  maintained  an  unecjual  conflict  until  his 
ship  was  reduced  to  a complete  wreck,  and  nearly  all  of 
her  crew  either  killed  or  wounded.  At  this  juncture, 
and  when  the  enemy  had  a fair  prospect  of  obtaining  a 
briliant  v ictory.  Captain  Elliot,  commander  of  the  Niag 
ara,  who  had  perceived  the  crippled  and  unmanageable 
condition  of  the  Lawrence,  moved  forward  to  her  aid,  and 
Perry,  although  ex[)osed  ti.v  a continuous  fire  from  the 
enemy,  sprang  into  a boat  and  proceeded  to  the  Niagara, 
to  which  he  transferred  his  flag.  The  at  tion  wa>  then 
renewed  w ith  great  vigor  by  the  remainder  of  the  .\meri- 
c.m  Mpiadron.  'I'hey  passed  fearle^^Iv  among  the  ene- 
my's sliip^.  deMling  siifh  a destnu  tive  lireupon  rhemih.it 
the  whole  fleet  soon  .liter  surrendered. 

I'his  import. int  and  brilliant  victorv  was  followed  bv 
one  under  ('c^•ner.ll  1 l.irrison.  coium.iiuier  ol  tile  north- 
western division,  who  oil  the  5th  of  ( )i  lober  viele.ited 
t.'ieneral  Proctor  at  the  battle  of  the  'i'haiiies.  I!\  these 
victories  the  territorv  of  Michigan,  which  had  been  so 
inglr.nousle  surieiuhred  bv  ( leneiMl  Hull  at  the  foin- 


mencement  of  the  war,  was  regained.  Late  in  the 
autumn  of  this  year  an  unsuccessful  attemjit  was  made  to 
invade  Canada,  under  the  direction  of  (leneral  \\  ilkin- 
son,  who  had  succeeded  Dearborn  in  the  chief  command 
of  the  northern  army.  The  American  (lenerals  I/ard 
and  Hamilton  were  repulsed  near  the  border  in  Franklin 
county.  General  Wilkinson  descended  the  .St.  Law  rence, 
and  on  the  19th  of  November,  at  Chrystler's  Farm,  near 
Williamsburg,  an  indecisive  engagement  took  ])lace,  the 
Americans  retreating  to  their  boats,  and  abandoning  fur- 
ther operations. 

The  forces  on  the  Niagara  frontier  had  been  so  much 
reduced  that  they  were  inadequate  for  its  defense  after 
the  British  were  reinforced  by  General  Drummond. 
General  McClure,  finding  he  would  be  obliged  to  abandon 
Fort  George,  removed  his  military  stores,  and  unnecessa- 
rily inflicted  great  distress  upon  the  citizens  of  the  villa- 
ges of  Qiieenston  and  Newark,  reducing  the  latter  place 
to  ashes.  The  British  soon  after  retaliated  by  a series  of 
cruel  barbarities  along  the  Niagara  frontier.  On  the  19th 
of  December  a successful  attack  was  made  upon  Fort 
Niagara,  and  a large  share  of  the  garrison,  together  with 
the  hospital  patients,  were  put  to  death  without  mercy. 
General  Rial,  with  a detachment  of  Royal  .Scots  and  a 
large  body  of  Indians,  crossed  the  river,  plundered  and 
burned  Lewiston,  and  inflicted  barbarous  cruelties  upon 
the  defenseless  inhabitants.  Youngstown,  Manchester, 
Schlosser,  and  the  Indian  village  of  Tuscarora  were  de- 
vastated in  the  same  manner.  On  the  30th  of  this  month 
an  engagement  took  place  near  the  village  of  Black  Rock, 
between  General  Rial’s  force  and  the  militia,  resulting  in 
the  repulse  of  the  latter  under  General  Hall.  The  villages 
of  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo  were  abandoned  by  the 
Americans,  and  speedily  destroyed  by  the  invaders. 

In  February,  1814,  General  Wilkinson  dispatched  a 
part  of  his  army  to  .Sackett’s  Harbor,  and  removed  from 
French  Mills  to  Plattsburg.  The  British  had  collected 
a strong  force  at  La  Colle  Mills,  on  the  Sore',  and  Gener- 
al Wilkinson  resolved  to  dislodge  them.  On  the  30th  of 
March  he  crossed  the  frontier  and  commenced  the  at- 
tack, but  was  repulsed  and  withdrew  with  his  force  to 
Plattsburg.  In  consequence  of  this  failure  he  was  re- 
moved from  his  command.  General  Izard  succeeding 
him. 

The  military  stores  deposited  at  Oswego  Falls  attracted 
,he  attention  of  the  British,  and  with  a view  of  capturing 
them  a British  squadron  ajipeared  before  Oswego.  ,-\s 
soon  as  it  was  discovered  information  was  sent  to  Captain 
M'oolsey  of  the  navy,  and  the  militia  gathered  under 
Colonel  Miti  hell  and  gave  the  enemy  such  a spirited  re- 
( ejition  from  a battery  [irejiared  on  the  shore  that  boats 
a[ijiroa(  h ing  found  it  pnulent  lo  return  to  their  ships. 
The  fleet  advam  ed,  and  the  .\mei  ivan  force  of  onlv  about 
three  hundred  defended  their  positions  for  -ev  er.tl  hours. 
.\  i.Mu;;n_  vv ..  V . ^ o ,.1.  ^1.;  ’b;  ’ pi'  ui.. 

iiiai  mail  led  i.i  ir  gr  uind  .i--  long  .is  it  a .i- ; ■ - 'e 
.1  va.stlv  siqierior  force,  withvlrew  towards  the  I'alls  to 
defend  the  stores,  destroying  the  bridges  in  their  rear. 
Ihe  Briiish  dis.ibh-d  the  orflnance  of  the  fort,  and  on 
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learning  that  the  bridges  had  been  destroyed  returned  to 
Kingston.  It  was  deemed  jjrudent,  however,  to  remove  j 
the  stores  tlius  jireserved  to  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and  Cap- 
tain Woolsey,  aided  by  a body  of  riflemen  and  Indians,  : 
set  out  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  The  Brit-  I 
ish  admiral  was  a|)prised  of  the  movement,  and  learning 
their  destination  through  the  treachery  of  a boatman, 
dispatched  a force  to  intercept  them.  On  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  Captain  Woolsey 's  force  put  into  Sandy  ■ 

Creek,  and  Major  .Appling  was  landed  with  his  troo()s,  j 

which  he  concealed  in  ambush.  The  enemy  tollowed 
and  landed  a detachment  to  pursue  them.  'I'he  British 
having  ascended  the  bank  of  the  creek  to  the  place  of 
concealment  of  Major  .Appling’s  men,  the  latter  arose  and 
opened  such  a destructive  fire  upon  them  that  they  fell  , 
back  in  confusion  and  left  Captain  Woolsey’s  expedition 
to  i)roceed  to  its  destination  without  further  molestation. 

On  tile  3d  of  July,  1814,  Fort  Erie,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Niagara,  where  it  leaves  Lake  F.rie,  was  surrendered 
to  an  American  force  of  3,500  under  General  Brown,  who 
then  moved  on  to  Chippewa.  Here  they  met  and  de- 
feated the  enemy  in  a general  action,  the  latter  retreating  | 
to  Fort  George,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  Ameri- 
cans pursued  as  far  as  Queenston  Heights,  whence  they 
returned  to  Chippewa. 

On  the  25th  General  Scott’s  brigade,  while  reconnoiter- 
ing  in  force,  encountered  the  entire  British  army  advan- 
tageously posted,  and  the  battle  of  Lundy’s  Lane  occur- 
red. The  brigade  of  General  Ripley  came  to  the  relief 
of  Scptt’s  when  the  latter  had  maintained  the  engagement 
into  the  evening,  and  after  the  brilliant  capture  of  a 
British  battery  the  enemy  gave  up  the  field.  The  losses 
were  exceedingly  severe  on  both  sides. 

The  next  day  the  Americans  broke  up  their  camp  and 
retired  to  Fort  Erie  unmolested.  Here  they  immediately 
proceeded  to  strengthen  their  defenses.  On  the  .i-th  of 
-August  the  enemy,  having  been  reinforced,  appeared  and 
invested  the  fort,  then  commanded  by  General  Gaines. 

(^n  the  7 th  they  opened  fire  upon  the  .American  lines,  and 
before  dawn  on  the  15th  a combined  and  furious  assault 
was  commenced.  In  their  attack  on  the  left  of  the 
-American  lines  the  enemy  were  repulsed  four  times  with 
heavy  loss,  and  on  the  right  they  met  with  no  better  suc- 
cess. In  the  center  the  conflict  was  desperate  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  the  enemy  finally  succeeded  in  gaining  posses- 
sion of  the  bastion,  but  their  advance  was  suddenly  check- 
ed by  its  explosion,  and  the  combat  shortly  after  ended 
in  their  defeat  at  every  point.  They  retreated  to  their 
camp  with  broken  columns,  having  su.-tained  a loss  of 
nearly  a thousand  men.  The  .Americans  continued  to 
strengthen  their  defenses,  and  both  armies  were  rein- 
forced. General  lirown.  having  recovered  from  his 
wounds,  re-'Umed  the  command,  and  finding  the  onemv 
were  intent  on  pro-.ecutmg  the  siege,  determined  to  make 
,i  snrtie  to  (.ii'-lodge  tlmm  and  destros  their  works.  '1  he 
llrilisii  force  cousisteii  of  three  brigades,  each  ot  whic  li, 
in  its  turn,  w.is  stationed  .it  the  batteries,  n hile  tlieotiiers 
remained  at  their  encampment  about  two  miIe^  di'tant. 

The  obiei  t in  tn.ik.iiig  the  -orlie  le  i'  to  deteal  the  briu.ide 
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on  duty  before  it  could  be  reinforced.  On  the  17th  of 
September  the  sortie  was  made,  and  resulted  in  the  cap- 
ttire  of  the  British  batteries  and  the  destruction  of  tiicir 
fortifications.  .A  few  days  afterward  General  Drummond 
left  his  encampment  before  the  fort,  and  returned  to 
Ghippewa.  No  further  offensive  operations  were  carried 
on  in  this  quarter,  and  a few  weeks  later  the  fort  was  de- 
molished and  the  troojis  withdrawn  to  the  .American 
shore. 

While  this  siege  was  in  progress,  hostile  nrovements  of 
greater  magnitude  were  being  made  in  other  sections  of 
the  country.  The  British  army  had  been  strongly  rein- 
forced during  the  summer  ; the  city  of  Washington  had 
been  captured  and  the  public  buildings  destroyed,  and 
the  entire  coast  was  held  in  a state  of  blockade  bv  their 
fleet.  I'hey  contemplated  a dismemberment  of  the 
Lmion  by  obtaining  possession  of  Lake  Cham[)lain  and 
the  Hudson  from  the  north,  and  caiituring  the  citv  '.f 
New  York  ; believing  that  a division  of  the  Rejmbiii 
would  thus  be  accomplished  and  a separate  peace  con- 
cluded i\ith  the  Eastern  States,  whose  discontent  and 
opposition  to  the  war  were  manifest.  The  people  were 
now  fully  aroused,  and  measures  were  immediatelv 
taken  for  the  defense  of  New  A"ork.  Its  fortifications 
were  strengthened  and  strongly  garrisoned.  The  inva- 
sion of  New  York  by  the  way  of  Lake  Champlain  wa.^ 
entrusted  to  General  Prevost  with  about  fourteen  thou- 
sand veteran  troops  from  Wellington’s  army,  and  the  aid 
of  a strong  fleet  carrying  ninety  guns.  To  oppose  this 
formidable  armament  Cieneral  Macomb,  at  Plattslnir^. 
had  only  fifteen  hundred  regular  troops  and  about  three 
thousand  militia,  hastily  collected  and  undi>ci])lined. 
Commodore  McDonough,  by  almost  incredible  exertions, 
had  in  a short  time  constructed  a fleet  carrving  si.xtv-.--ix 
guns.  General  Izard  had  transferred  a large  portion  of 
the  troops  from  this  quarter  to  the  Niagara  frontier. 
Knowing  the  weakness  of  the  .American  force  at  Platts- 
burg.  General  Prevost  hastily  organized  and  put  his  armv 
in  motion  before  the  fleet  was  ready  for  co-operation,  and 
on  the  6th  of  September  his  advance  reached  Beekman^- 
town,  where  their  progress  was  disputed  bv  a bodv  cf 
militia  and  a few  regulars,  who,  however,  soon  retreat,.d 
toward  Plattsburg,  and  tearing  iqi  the  l>ridi:e  over  the 
Saranac  entered  their  entrenched  camp.  The  Briti'h  .:d- 
vanced.  and  having  taken  possession  of  some  buildin,' 
near  the  river  attempted  to  cross  ; but  thev  were  ir.-.-: 
with  a shower  of  hot  shot  which  pro\ed  so  annovir._ 
that  they  contented  themseb’es  with  preparing  for  an  a-- 
sault  upon  the  fortifications.  On  the  morning  of  t:  c 
iith  the  British  fleet  under  Commodore  D"wn;-w  - 

seen  ad\ancing  in  line  of  battle,  to  engage  t've  .A;  ■ 

can  shijiv  at  am  hor  in  the  bay  off  Platt'-bure.  .A  •'  : 
.ind  determined  contlict  followed,  and  in  le---  ’a  ■ : ' 

hours  tile  wl'.-ile  !!riri--!i  fleet,  exceptin-.;  a n.''’  •'  ' • . - 

lev-,  w i.n  ic,d  I . ,.;e  1!-  e-.  , , e.  -u ri  w 

t.ineoii-lv  tile  n.-\ ,d  er.^.;..emeiil  t:  . ! 

oiieiicd  hi--  batti  rie-  on  ilie  .American  lim  -. 
lemptcd.  to  force  ;i  passa-jc  of  the  .'-.ir.in.n  .;t  tic  'i  ■ , 
enl  pomt-.  u ..mcIi  pl.n  e h:-  troop-  " 1 
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wiilt  loss.  ( )n  she  surrcMider  of  the  fleet,  in  sight  of 

Ixnli  armies,  further  ctforts  to  cross  the  river  were  almn- 
d'.r'.ed  W hen  niglit  i ;ime  on,  ( General  I’revost,  in  great 
alarm,  made  a j>re(  ij^iiate  retreat  from  tlie  town,  leaving 
Ijehiml  liis  sick  and  wounded,  together  with  a !iirge(|uan- 
lity  of  military  stores.  This  expedition  was  the  last  nn- 
dert.iken  for  the  inva-ion  of  this  frontier,  and  its  signal 
defe.it  materially  aided  in  bringing  the  war  to  a close, 
t >n  the  2.4th  of  December  a treaty  of  jieace  was  concltt- 
ded  .It  Cihent,  l)ut  before  the  welcome  news  had  reached 
oar  sliores  the  Miitish  met  with  another  disastrous  de- 
feat at  .\'ew  Orleans. 
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f , V . A.-' 

i H K construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 

C,.-'-  .5'  canals,  which  had  been  projected  just  at  the 


breaking  out  of  the  war,  had  been  vimialh' 
a-bandoned  by  the  repeal  of  the  act  authori/,- 
ing  the  commissioners  to  Ijorrow  funds  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  w ork.  But  on  the  termina- 
tion ot  the  war  the  policy  was  revived,  and  the  at- 
tention ot  the  people  was  again  called  to  this  great  under- 
taking.' 1 he  ditiicultics  of  the  enterprise  however,  were 
formidable.  The  late  war  had  drawn  heavilv  upon  the 
State  treasury.  'I'he  preliminary  measures  for  the  con- 
struction ot  the  canals  had  already  been  attended  with 
considerable  ex[>ense,  and  the  people  were  loth  to  en- 
gage in  an  enterprise  whii  h they  plainly  foresaw  would 
be  so  insatiable  in  its  demands  upon  the  public  ireasurv. 

1 hey  were  therefore  slow  to  encourage  additional  le^is- 


l.ition  tor  its  prosecution,  but  through  the  untiring  energv 
and  perseverance  of  l)e  \\’itt  Clinton  an  a<  t prepared  b\' 
him  was  |)assed  in  .\pril,  1S17,  authorizing  the  (onstruc- 
lion  of  the  work,  (lovernor  'I’ompkins,  ha\ing  been 
elei  ted  X'ii  e- President  of  the  United  States,  resigned  his 
oftiie  as  governor  ; and  in  .\pril  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  ar 
dent  and  zealous  ad\ocate  of  the  system  of  internal  im- 
lirovemenls,  w.is  elei  ted  to  succeed  him.  ( )n  the  4th  of 
jub  . 1S17,  the  Erie  Canal  was  commenced  at  Rome,  and 
m (>(  toiler,  i S 1 7,  that  portion  of  it  between  Utii  a and 
Rome  was  opciieil  to  navigation. 

In  1.S21  an  a,  t was  passed  by  the  I egislature  authoriz- 
ing ,1  ((invention  to  be  (ailed  to  revise  the  State  ( oiistitu- 


I'on.  1 hi■^  1 onvention  met  at  .\lbany,  and  after  a 
Kngthv  >ession  adopted  a ( onslitution,  which  was  subse- 
■pieiuly  ratilied  b_\  the  jieople,  .ind  under  its  jirovision^ 
the  St.iie  u .1-.  gov  iTncd  tor  ai[u.irterof  a.  lentiirv.  !lv 
die  n.'w  ( (institution  the  time  ot  liolding  the  ,'st.ite  elei  ■ 
tioiis  vv.is  (hanged  Irom  .\pril  to  November,  and  the  ofti- 
( ers  cle(  ted  were  to  enter  upon  their  official  duties  on 
"t  januarv.  Joseph  \ . ^■,ltcs  u ,is  clc.  ted  g,,\-- 


ernor  in  1822,  and  was  succeeded  in  1824  by  1 >e  Witt 
Clinton.  The  Erie  Canal  having  been  comiilcted.  the 
first  flotilla  of  ( anal  boats  left  Buffalo  for  New  \'ork  on 
the  2bth  of  October,  182;.  Intelligent  e of  its  departure 
was  communit  ated  to  New  Vimk  in  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes  by  the  discharge  of  cannon  stationed  at  [loints 
within  hearing  distance  of  each  other  along  the  entire 
route.  The  occasion  was  t elebrated  with  great  rejoicing 
throughout  the  State. 

The  first  State  charter  for  the  construction  of  a railroad 
was  granted  in  1826.  'l  ue  points  to  be  tronnected  were 
Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  the  road- was  completed  in 
1831.  .-\lthough  the  naad  was  but  rudely  constructed, 
the  advantages  of  this  new  mode  of  transportation  were 
so  obvious  that  railroads  were  soon  after  projected  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  State. 

On  the  evening  of  February  tith,  1 828,  Gov  ernor  Clin- 
ton suddenly  expired.  This  unexpected  and  sad  event 
was  deeply  lamented  throughout  the  community.  Amid 
discouragements  of  every  kind,  and  of  a magnitude  that 
would  have  filled  ordinary  men  with  dismay,  he  hmJ  jier- 
severed  with  unflagging  energy,  and  acconijilished  mea- 
sures which  in  succeeding  years  iiroved  eminently  bene- 
ficial to  the  best  interests  of  the  State.  ( )n  the  death  of 
Clinton,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  then  lieutenant-governor,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  governorship  for  the  remainder  of  the  term, 
and  in  November  Martin  \'an  Buren  was  elected  to  suc- 
ceed him.  In  March  following  \'an  Buren  was  appoint- 
ed to  an  office  in  President  Jackson's  cabinet,  and  resign- 
ed the  governorship,  which  devolved  upon  Enos  T. 
Throo]j,  who  was  elected  to  the  office  at  the  succeeding 
election  in  1830. 

In  February,  1832,  the  St.ite  Agricultiual  Society  was 
formed  at  a convention  of  its  friends  in  Albany,  but  re- 
ceived no  support  from  the  State  until  it  was  reorganized 
in  1841,  and  measures  were  adopted  for  raising  funds  and 
holding  annual  fairs.  In  April,  1832,  an  act  was  passed 
chartering  a company  -to  constrm  t the  New  York  and 
Erie  Railway,  and  four  years  later  the  comptroller  was 
directed  to  issue  State  bonds  to  the  amount  of  ^^3, 000,000 
to  aid  the  enterprise.  In  November,  1832,  William  I.. 
.Marcy  was  elected  to  suc(  ed  Throop  as  governor  of  the 
State.  In  1833  a legislative  act  vvas  passed  authorizing 
the  construction  of  the  Chenango  Canal,  cc.'nnei  ting  the 
Erie  Canal  at  Uti(  a with  the  Susipieh.inna  river  at  Bing- 
hamton. In  April  the  I.egislature  passed  an  act 

bv  which  the  schools  in  the  .St.ite  were  to  lie  provided 
with  libr.iries.  Near  the  close  of  tiiis  ye.ir  a great  confla- 
gr.ition  occurred  in  New  \’ork  ( itv,  ( onsuininz  ]'ropertv 
to  the  amount  of  eighteen  millions  of  doll.irs. 

In  1838  Will.  H.  Seward  was  elei  led  governor  of  the 
.State,  and  in  1842  w .is  succeeded  by  William  C.  Bomk. 
.\fter  the  death  ot  the  p.itroon  .Stejilien  \’an  Renssel.ter, 
disturbances  arose  in  Rensselaer,  .\lbanv,  .iiui  ot'uer  coun- 
tivs  from  ll'.e  leii.ints  refusiu;,  t...  ful'iH  (;;c  , : ,;i  :,f 

their  le.ise-.  whi(  h.  in  18,.;  is-u.ued  -erio.,-  ,!>:  . I 1 
tenants  organized  and  arr.iyed  th.emselvv'  in  i pi'.isition 
to  the  enforvement  ot  leg.il  |)roceedings.  and  outrage-- 
were  (ifteii  coimnilte.l  11;  on  e\((  iilive  otm  ers  in  itie  'b--- 
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charge  of  their  duties..  Many  of  the  tenants  on  the  Van 
Rensselaer  manor  were  seriously  aggrieved  by  the  de- 
ntands  of  tlieir  landlords  under  the  provisions  of  ancient 
leases,  which  for  a lomg  time  had  been  suspended  and  tlie 
revival  and  enfccrcement  of  which  threatened  to  ruin  them. 
Silas  Wright  was  elta.ted  governor  in  November,  1S44, 
and  on  assuming  the  duties  of  chief  magistrate  in  Jamr- 
ary  following  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to 
these  anti-rent  outrages,  which  continued  to  increase. 
Stringent  laws  were  passed  for  the  ]mnishment  of  ottend- 
ers  ; but  the  excitement  still  prevailed,  and  lawless  acts 
were  committed  by  members  of  an  organization  of  anti- 
renters disguised  as  Indians.  These  occurred  so  fre- 
cpiently  that  it  became  necessary  to  order  out  the  military 
to  sup])ress  the  insurrection.  In  1846  the  Legislature 
passed  laws  to  abolish  “distress  for  rent,"  and  facilitate 
legal  remedies  by  extending  the  time  for  a “ re-entry  ” on 
lands  for  its  non-payment,  and  during  the  ensuing  year 
those  who  had  participated  in  these  outrages  were  par- 
doned by  a proclamation. 

Through  the  energv'  and  genius  of  Professor  Morse  the 
magnetic  telegraph  was  added  to  our  list  of  public  facili- 
ties for  intercommunication,  and  as  early  as  1S45  various 
lines  were  in  process  of  construction  through  the  coun- 
try. A constitutional  convention  having  been  called,  met 
at  Albany  on  the  ist  of  June,  1846,  and  continued  in  ses- 
sions upward  of  four  months.  The  amendments  to  the 
State  constitution  adopted  by  that  body  were  r..tified  bv 
the  people  in  November,  and  John  Young  was  elected 
governor  of  the  State. 

The  anrtexation  of  Texas  to  the  L'nion  led  to  hostilities 
between  .Mexico  and  the  Lnited  States,  and  on  the  nth 
of  May,  1846,  Congress  declared  that  by  the  acts  of  the 
Mexicans  war  existed  between  the  two  nations.  The 
Americans  were  victorious  in  all  important  engagements 
with  the  Mexican  army,  and  the  part  taken  by  the  troops 
from  the  State  of  New  \'ork  was  conspicuous  and  highly 
creditable  to  their  valor.  Peace  was  concluded  on  the 
2d  of  February,  1848.  In  November  of  the  same  year 
Hamilton  Fish  was  elected  governor. 

By  the  census  of  1S50  it  was  found  that  the  population 
of  the  State  amounted  to  ujiward  of  three  millions,  being 
an  increase  of  two  and  a half  millions  in  half  a century. 
In  November  of  this  t ear  V'ashington  Hunt  was  elected 
to  succeed  Hamilton  Fish  as  governor  of  the  State.  He 
was  a candidate  for  re-election  in  1852,  but  was  defeated 
by  Horatio  Seymour.  In  1854  an  amemiment  was  made 


to  the  State  constitution  recpiiring  the  appropriation  01 
an  annual  sum  during  a term  of  four  years  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  Frie  and  the  completion  of  other  canals 
in  the  State.  In  November  of  the  same  year  Myron  H 
Clark  was  elected  governor.  In  1855  the  State  contained 
about  three  thotisand  miles  of  railroad,  constructed  at  an 
aggregate  cost  of  .'$125,000,000.  In  1856  John  A.  Ring 
was  elected  governor,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
was  succeeded  in  t858  by  Edwin  I).  Morgan. 

The  recognition  of  slavery  in  the  'I’erritorics  belonging 
to  the  Ignited  States  having  been  earnestly  combatted  for 
several  years,  the  difficulty  finally  terminated  in  a gigantic 
civil  war.  On  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the 
Presidency  in  i860,  upon  princiiiles  of  avowed  hostilit\- 
to  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  the  failure  to  effe<  t a 
compromise  by  nhich  slavery  should  be  recognized  or 
tolerated  in  any  portion  of  the  Territories,  the  Southern 
States  resolved  to  secede  from  the  Union  and  organize  a 
separate  government.  The  capture  by  the  Confederates 
of  Fort  Sumter  was  the  first  overt  act  of  the  rebellion, 
and  upon  its  occurrence,  in  April,  r86i,  active  hostilities 
were  begun,  and  before  the  close  of  the  year  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  regiments  had  been  put  in  the  field  by  the 
State  of  New  York.  In  July,  1863.  during  the  execution 
of  the  draft  ordered  by  an  act  of  Congress  for  recruiting 
the  Union  army,  a terrible  riot  occurred  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  police  were  unable  to  check  its  progrc>s, 
and  for  several  days  the  city  was  convulsed  and  overwhelm- 
ed with  tumult,  rapine,  and  murder.  The  outbreak  was 
finally  quelled  by  the  interposition  of  the  military,  but 
not  until  a large  amount  of  property  had  been  destroved 
and  a considerable  number  of  lives  lost.  'I'he  war  was 
prolonged  until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  it  terminated 
with  the  complete  success  of  the  Union  cause,  and  peace 
has  since  prevailed. 

By  the  census  of  1875  the  State  was  found  to  contain 
4,705,000  inhabitants.  Within  a period  of  two  and  a hah' 
centuries  this  immense  population  had  accumulated,  and 
from  the  almost  pathless  wilderness,  in  the  beginning  trod- 
den only  by  wild  beasts  and  savages,  it  has  bv  industrx 
and  enterprise  removed  the  prime\al  forests,  reared  large 
and  numerous  cities,  and  constructed  vast  and  magnifii  eni 
public  works,  which  conspicuously  appear  in  all  parts  of 
what  is  ju.->tly  termed  the  “ Enquire  State.”  With  the  full 
enjoyment  of  jicace,  it  continues  to  advance  with  acceler- 
ated and  rajiid  strides,  in  accord  with  its  ]irou(.i  and  be- 
coming motto,  " Excelsior." 
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N'A.MK  AND  FIRS'I’  INHAlil  l AN  l'S  OK  \I AC.ARA  CorN  lA'. 


THE  HISTORY 

OF 


NIAGARA  COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  I. 


THE  WORD  NI.-\r.-\RA  — REITCS  AND  THEC^IES  OF  THE 
EARUEST  POPl’EATIOX. 


HE  name  Niagara  is  of  Mohawk  origin,  and 
is  interpreted  by  the  best  authorities  as 
meaning  the  “ neck.”  Like  most  of  the  In- 
. dian  appellations,  which  were  first  written  as 
they  sounded  to  different  authors,  it  has  been 
spelled  in  several  ways.  Indeed,  we  shall  best 
*)e?  illustrate  the  difference  of  orthography  in  the  case 
of  this  word  by  quoting  the  beginning  of  the  article 
“ Niagara  ” in  the  general  inde.\  of  the  Documents  Relat- 
ing to  the  Colonial  History  of  New  York,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

“Niagara,  lagara,  lagare,  Jagara,  Jagare,  Jagera,  Ni- 
agaro,  Niagra,  Niagro,  Oakinagaro,  Ochiagra,  Och jagara. 
Octjagara,  Ochinagero,  Oneagerah,  Oneigra,  Oneygra, 
Oniagara,  Ongagerae,  Oniagorah,  Oniagra,  Oniagro,  On- 
jagara,  Onjagera,  Onjagora,  Onjagore,  Onjagoro.  On- 
jagra,  Onnyagaro,  Onyagara,  Onyagare,  Onyagaro,  Ony- 
agoro,  Onyagars,  Onyagra,  Onyagro,  (Jneygra,  Oneago- 
ragh,  Vagero,  Vangree.)” 

This  extreme  variety  of  spelling,  embracing,  as  it  would 
seem,  nearly  all  the  ( ombinations  possible  without  en- 
tirely metamor[)hosing  the  word,  could  only  have  arisen 
from  a wide  variance  in  ])ronunciation  among  the  aborig- 
ines themselves.  I’robably  none  of  the  above  forms 
ever  obtained  general  prevalence  until,  at  an  early  day, 
the  present  orthograjihy  of  the  word  was  universallv 
adopted.  ” It  is,”  says  Mr.  ().  H.  .Marshall,  “the  oldest 
of  all  the  local  geogra()hiv:al  terms  which  hav  e ( ome  down 
to  us  from  the  aborigines.  * * Its  first  appearance  a- 
Niagara  is  on  Coronelli’s  map,  published  in  Pari^  in  i6Sg. 
From  that  time  to  the  j)resent  the  French  liavebeen  con- 
sistent with  their  orthography,  the  numerous  variations 
a'luiled  to  o<(urring  only  among  the  Engli>h  writers.” 
I'he  name  Ira' ing  been  a])plied  to  the  " m.-ck  ” of  land 
between  lakes  ('mtario  and  Frie,  its  transfer  to  the  river 
trav ersing  that  space,  to  the  military  post  at  its  mouth, 
•tnd  to  the  great  falls  which  have  given  world-wide  faivnli- 
aritv  to  the  woial,  w.is  ease  and  natural. 


Equally  natural  and  apjjropriate  was  the  choice  ol 
; Niagara  as  the  name  of  the  frontier  county  bounded  by 
the  great  lake,  the  famous  ri\  er,  its  chief  tributary  stream 
and  a meridian  line  from  the  last  named  to  the  Pr.-t.  ( >n 
this  fair  and  well  defined  arena  a series  of  ev  ents  has  been 
transpiring  for  more  than  two  centuries  and  a half  richly 
meriting  historic  record.  To  relate  these  events  in  their 
order,  with  only  such  reference  to  occurrences  beyond 
I the  county  limits  as  is  necessary  to  a proper  understand- 
ing of  those  taking  place  within  them,  is  the  purpose  of 
these  pages. 

j The  first  cpiestion  relates  to  the  original  inhabitants  of 
the  region.  It  is  beset  with  difficulties  and  admits  of  no 
! certain  solution.  The  disturbing  element  in  the  incpiiry 
! is  the  discoverv,  throughout  western  New  York,  of  relics 
generally  considered  indicative  of  a race  inhabiting  the 
country  before  the  historic  Indian  tribes,  and  now  long 
I extinct.  These  relics  include  the  specimens  of  pottery, 

1 stone  implements,  etc,,  now  ipiite  common  and  familiar  ; 

but  their  most  prominent  and  interesting  feature  is  the 
' traces  of  ancient  fortifications,  usually  circular  or  elliptical 
earthworks,  upon  whose  embankments,  when  discovered 
by  white  men,  trees  had  in  some  cases  been  growing  for 
hundred  of  years.  The  Iroquois  had  various  contradic- 
i tory  traditions  to  account  for  the  construction  of  these 
' works,  but  they  show  no  more  real  knowledge  of  the 
subject  than  we  possess.  Mr.  Schoolcraft  finds  in  the>e 
fort-builders  of  centuries  ago  “ the  ancient  .\liegh,an>,” 
who  fixed  their  name  up.on  the  .Mleghany  mountain  range. 

' No  author  c ould  give  a more  valuable  ojiinion  on  tl-.e 
I vexed  ijuestion  than  this  eminent  student  of  the  jire-hi?- 
' toric  period  in  .Vmerica  ; and  we  sluiil  quote  a few  line-' 

I from  his  Notes  on  the  Iroipiois  as  the  be>t  suggestion 

that  scholarship  has  to  offer  on  tliis  interesting  topic  : 

“ This  ancient  peojile,  who  oci  upy  the  foreground  ot 
our  remote  aboriginal  historv,  \ccre  a valiant,  noble  and 
po])ulous  race,  who  were  advanced  in  arts  ami  the  poi'-  \ 
of  government,  and  raised  fortifications  for  their  defer-e 
While  they  held  a high  reput. ition  as  hunters,  rliev  <•  ;!:;■ 
vated  mai/e  extcnsiwlv,  which  eiialded  them  to  live 
large  towns  ; and  erected  those  .mti(|ue  f>  c.  ■ . 

which  are  exteiulevl  over  the  entire  .M issis-'iopi  v.d.'.-v  . - 
high  as  latitude  43''’,  and  the  lake  country,  re.u  hirg  10  :11 
Lake  St.  Glair  tv)  the  sc'nth  side  of  tlie  Niagar.i  ri-Re  ti-..- 
okl  shore  o'  l ake  i tnt.irio.l  and  :':e«  oio,:r\  o:'  dvi'’,. 
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'.'  •i  .-2>  jn<l  ( >nfi<l.i>.  Towards  the  south  they  extended 
i-  :ar  a-,  the  liorders  ot  the  Clierokees  and  Miiscogees. 
* * * If  we  Tix  uiK)n  the  12th  centur\  as  the  era  of  the 
fall  of  the  Alleghan  rare,  we  shall  not,  probably,  o\er- 
r^nnu'e  the  event.  'They  had  ])robably  reached  the 
.M’',i,,ippi  vabey  a century  or  two  before,  having  felt  in 
th-:r  original  position,  west  and  south  of  that  >tream,  the 
.Te  it  T'-v  olulionary  movements  which  preceded  the  ov  er- 
throw t,(  the  Toltec  and  the  establishment  of  the  Aztec 
empire  in  .Mexic  an  America.” 

\\'hile  the  elaborate  character  of  the  relics  referred  to 
indicates  a race  of  greater  industry  and  rescjurces  than 
the  viv.iac^  whom  the  first  white  men  found  in  posses- 
sion ot  the  country,  the  existenc  e of  such  a race  is  not 
rcjr.c  eded  by  all  authors.  Those  who  reject  it  point  to 
the  jialisaiJes  of  timber  which  the  French  found  defend- 
ma'  the  -.trongholds  of  Canadian  and  New  York  tribes, 
as  requiring  more  skill  and  patience  in  their  construction 
than  the  simple  though  extensive,  earthworks  ascribed  by 
Mr.  Schoolcraft  to  the  extinct  Alleghans. 

It  would  be  useless  to  pursue  the  general  inquiry,  but 
nothing  could  be  more  pertinent  than  an  account  of  such 
of  these  prehistoric  remains  as  are  found  within  the 
region  of  which  we  are  writing.  One  of  them  is  the 
ancient  citadel  in  the  town  of  Lewiston,  called  Kienuka 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tuscarora  village,  near  which 
it  is  found.  ” There  is.”  said  the  author  of  the  History 
of  the  Holland  Purchase,  writing  in  1849.  ’ ^ burial 
ground  and  two  elliptic  mounds,  or  barrows,  that  have  a 
riiameter  of  twentv'  feet,  and  an  elevation  of  from  four 
to  five  feet.  A mass  of  detached  rocks,  with  spaces  in- 
tervening. seems  to  have  been  chosen  as  a rock  citadel; 
and  well  chosen,  for  the  mountain  fastnesses  of  Switzer- 
land are  but  little  better  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a 
lookout  and  defense.  The  sites  of  habitations  are  marked 
by  remain^  of  pottery,  pipes  and  other  evidences.”  Three 
year>  earlier  Mr.  Schoolcraft  had  reported  his  observa- 
tions on  the  spot  as  follows; — “The  term  Kienuka  is  said 
to  mean  ‘ the  stronghold  or  fort  from  which  there  is  a 
-.ubiime  view.’  It  is  situated  about  three  and  a half  miles 
|•.l>tward  of  the  outlet  of  the  Niagara  gorge  at  Lewiston, 
on  a natural  escar[>ment  of  the  ridge.  * * * F'rom 

the  a-.(  ent  of  the  great  ridge,  following  the  road  from 
i.ewiNion  to  Tuscarora  village,  a middle  road  leads  over 
thi^  broail  ex  arpment,  following,  apparently,  an  ancient 
Imlun  trail,  and  winding  about  with  sylvan  irregularitv. 
Mo>t  of  the  trees  appear  to  be  of  second  growth;  thev  do 
not,  at  any  rate,  bear  the  imiiress  of  antiquity  which 
iii.irk>  the  heavy  lorests  ot  the  country.  < Iccasionallv 
:iv  r<-  ire  'inal!  o]iening'<,  where  wigwam^  on>  e 'toud. 

I lu  -'C  tm  reuse  a->  we  i»ass  on.  till  they  assume  the  rhar- 
.1-  ter  of  < ontmuous  open  fields  at  the  site  of  the  old  burv- 
ing-groumi.  on  hard  and  play-ground  of  the  neighboring 
I Uni  .!ror.iN.  i iie  sod  in  tliese  ojienings  appear>  hard, 

‘ uiipa*  t .xnd  .vorn  out.  and  bears  >iiort  uras-..  The 
.1  ..il-uroiiml  i^  fiiied  almost  entirely  with  .-.um.u  h. 
a.-,  mg  it  a bii>hy  ap]>earance  which  >er\e,-N  to  hide  it> 
im  ein  gr.ives  ;ind  >mall  tumuli,  .\mong  these  are  two 
• • i.'.er.ible  Ii.irrow  >.  nr  -mall  ellipM-  mound',  ’he  one 


larger  than  the  other,  formed  of  earth  and  angular  stones. 
'I’he  large.st  is  not  jxrobably  higher  than  five  feet,  but  may 
have  a diameter  of  twenty  feet  in  the  longe.st  direction. 
Hirectiy  east  of  thi.s  antique  cemetery  commences  the 
old  orchard  and  area  for  ball  playing,  on  which,  at  the 
time  of  my  vi.-,it.  the  stakes  or  goals  were  standing,  and 
thus  denoted  that  the  ancient  games  are  kept  u])  on  these 
deserted  fields  by  the  youthful  i>oiJulation  of  the  adjacent 
'Tuscarora  village.  A small  ravine  succeeds,  with  a brook 
falling  into  a gulf  or  deep  break  in  the  escarpment,  where 
once  stood  a saw-mill,  and  where  may  still  be  traced 
some  vestiges  of  this  early  attempt  of  the  tirst  .settlers  to 
obtain  a water-power  from  a vernal  brook.  Immediately 
after  crossing  this  little  ravine,  and  rising  to  the  general 
level  of  the  plain,  we  enter  the  old  fields  and  rock  fortress 
of  Kienuka.  * * * Nothing,  we  think,  is  more  evi- 

dent to  the  observer,  in  tracing  out  the  Kienuka  plateau, 
than  the  evidences  which  e.xist  of  Lake  Ontario  having 
washed  its  northern  edge,  and  driven  its  waters  against  its 
crowning  wall  of  limestone.  'The  fury  of  the  waves, 
forced  into  the  line  of  junction  between  the  solid  lime- 
stone and  fissile  sandstone,  has  broken  up  and  removed 
the  latter,  till  the  overlying  rock,  pressed  by  its  own 
gravity,  has  been  split,  fissured  or  otherwise  disrupted, 
and  often  slid  in  vast  masses  down  the  ragged  precipice. 
Kienuka  offers  one  of  the  most  striking  instances  of  this 
action.  The  fissures  made  in  the  rock  by  the  partial 
withdrawal  of  its  support  assume  the  size  of  cavern  pas- 
sages; they  penetrate  in  some  instances  under  other  and 
unbroken  masses  of  the  superior  stratum,  and  are,  as  a 
whole,  curiously  intersected,  forming  a vast  reticulated 
area,  in  which  large  numbers  of  men  could  seek  shelter 
and  security.  * * * Most  of  these  fissures  which  ex 

tend  in  the  general  parallel  of  the  brink  appear  to  have 
been  narrow,  and  are  now  covered  with  the  sod,  or  filled 
with  earth  or  carbonaceous  matter,  which  gives  this  por- 
tion of  them  the  aspect  of  ancient  trenches.” 

On  the  east  of  the  orchard  which  now  occupies  the 
crest  of  the  hill  at  this  point,  there  is  said  to  ha\  c been 
in  Indian  times  a castle,  consisting  of  a stockade  of  logs, 
jierhaps  ten  or  twelve  feet  high,  fifteen  or  twenty  rods 
long  and  six  or  eight  wide,  with  a gate  at  either  end; 
surrounding  a collection  of  wigw  ams,  and  having  a more 
substantial  lodge  in  the  center  for  the  head  of  the  clan 
occupying  it.  This  inclosurc  is  reported  to  have  had  the 
rock  ledge  at  tlie  brow  of  the  hill  for  its  northern  barrier, 
and  a trench  outside  its  southern  wall.  Sonic  irregular 
masses  of  rock,  fallen  u])on  the  slope  below  the  ledge  that 
formed  the  Kienuka  citadel,  are  now  the  only  reimcsenta- 
tives  (jf  the  <'>ld  fortre-s. 

I >ew  iit  Clinton,  in  liis  celel.’rated  paper  on  the  Iroquois, 
also  assuming  the  former  dominion  of  Lake  Ontario  over 
the  northwestern  border  of  New  York,  makes  it  an  argu- 
meni  for  the  high  antiquity  of  the  pre-hi'ti^ric  earthwork': 
■■(  )n  the  'in.ti;  'ide  • f Tuv  gre.U  rir!.;e  i’:.e  ' k r . ], 
in  its  vicinity.  ,uid  :n  .ill  dire.  i .'U'  ti;r..v_li  t;..  .. 

the  remains  of  numerous  fimi'  are  to  be  seen  ; but  on  the 
north  side,  that  is.  on  tile  side  toward  the  lake,  not  a 'in- 
gle one  h.i-  bi  en  <iis<  o\  > n-.i.  .’itlioueii  the  whoie  : d 
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has  been  carefull)  L‘X])lf)red.  Considering  the  distan<  e to  j 
be,  say  seventy  miles  in  Sength  and  eight  in  I)readtli.  and  ' 
tliat  the  border  of  the  lake  is  the  very  place  that  would  be 
selected  for  habitation,  and  consequently  for  works  ot 
defense,  on  account  of  itie  facilities  it  would  attord  for 
subsistence,  for  safety,  ,aud  all  domestic  accommodations 
and  military  purposes,  and  that  on  the  south  shore  ot  Cake 
Erie  these  ancient  fortresses  exist  in  great  number,  there 

< an  be  no  doubt  that  these  works  were  erected  when  this 
ridge  was  the  southern  boundary  of  Lake  Cfntario,  and, 
c onse([uentlv,  that  their  origin  must  be  sought  in  a very 
remote  age." 

Rev  ievving  these  conclusions,  Mr.f  trsamus  T timer,  auth- 
or of  the  History  of  the  HollandKurchase,makesthe  follow- 
ing remark  : "I'pon  an  elevation,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  On- 
tario, near  the  Kighteen-snile  creek,  there  is  a mound  sim- 
ilar in  appearence  to  some  of  those  that  have  been  termed 
ancient  ; though  it  is  unquestionabiy  incident  to  the  early 
P'rench  and  Indian  wars  of  this  region  ; and  the  same 
conclusion  may  be  formed  in  reference  to  other  .similar 
ones  along  the  shore  of  the  lake." 

In  1823  F.liakim  Hammond  discovered,  while  hoeing  on 
his  farm  in  the  town  of  Cambria,  some  five  miles  west  of 
Lockport,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Ramson  Campbell,  the  bones 
of  a child,  on  the  surface  of  the  ground.  “ No  further 
thought,  " says  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  “was  bestowed  on  the 
subject  for  some  time,  for  the  plain  on  the  ridge  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  site  of  an  Indian  village,  and  this 
was  supposed  the  remains  of  some  child  who  had  been 
buried  there.  Eli  Bruce,  hearing  of  tjie  circumstance 
proposed  to  Mr.  H.  that  they  should  repair  to  the  spot^ 
with  suitable  implements,  and  endeavor  to  find  some  rel- 
ics. The  soil  was  a light  loam,  which  would  be  dry  and 
preserve  bones  for  centuries  without  decay  A search 
enabled  them  to  come  to  a pit,  but  a slight  distance  from 
the  surface.  The  top  of  the  pit  was  covered  with  small 
slabs  of  the  Medina  sandstone,  and  was  twenty-four  feet 
square,  by  four  and  a half  in  depth — the  planes  agreeing 
with  the  four  cardinal  points.  It  was  filled  with  human 
bones  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages.  They  dug  down  at  one 
e.xtremity,  and  found  the  same  layers  to  extend  to  the 
bottom,  which  was  the  same  dry  loam,  and  from  their 
calculations  they  deduced  that  at  least  four  thousand 
souls  had  perished  io  one  great  massacre.  In  one  skull 
two  tiint  arrowheads  were  found,  and  many  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  fractured  and  cleft  open  by  a 
sudden  blow,  'fhey  were  [hied  in  regular  layers,  but  with 
no  regard  to  si/e  or  sex.  I’ieces  of  pottery  WLre  [ricked 
u|)  in  the  [lit,  and  had  also  been  [houghed  up  in-  the  field 
atljacent.  Trai  es  of  a log  council  house  were  [hainly  dis- 

< ernable  ; for,  in  an  oblong  .-.quare,  the  soil  was  [xror,  as 
if  it  had  nev  er  been  cultivated  until  the  whites  hail  briAen 
it  U[',  and  where  the  logs  of  the  house  had  dei  aved,  w as 
a strip  of  rich  mould.  .\  ma[he  tree  over  the  [)it  being 
' lit  down,  tw.)  hundred  and  tiftv'  concentric  circle-,  were 
counted,  making  tile  luoum!  'o  be  .inteiiiu  to  .is  m.inv 
vea.rs.  It  h.id  been  siqqroseil  bv  the  villager-,  that  the 
bones  were  de|>osited  there  before  the  iliscoverv  of  .\nier- 
ica,  but  the  linding  of  -.nine  meal  tnoU  with  .1  I'rem  h 


stamp  [ilaces  the  date  w ithin  our  [teriod.  ( )ne  hundred 
and  fifty  [rersons  a d.iv  v isited  this  >|)ot  the  fir.-.t  M-.mmi. 
and  carried  off  the  bones.  'I’hey  are  now  nearly  .ill  .iie 
and  the  |dt  ploughed  over.  " The  remains  of  a wall  were 
traced  near  the  vault.  .Some  of  the  bones  found  in  the 
latter  were  of  unusual  si/.e.  One  of  these  was  a thigh 
bone  that  had  been  healed  of  an  obliipie  fracture.  ( )ne 
was  the  U|i[>er  half  of  a skull  so  large  that  that  of  a com- 
mon man  would  not  fill  it.  .Vs  lately  as  186*4,  Camp- 
bell and  Isaac  Ronnell  exhumed  here  an  entire  skeleton, 
which,  after  less  than  twenty-four  hours  exposure,  crum- 
bled to  pieces. 

Apropos  to  this  general  subject,  Mr.  Turner  has  the 
following  interesting  [)aragra[ih  : 

“ .-\t  the  head  of  a deep  gorge  [now  closed  u|i  by  the 
Central  railroad  embankment.  | a mile  west  of  Lock|)ort. 
similar  to  the  one  that  forms  the  natural  canal  basin, 
from  which  the  combined  locks  ascend,  in  the  early 
history  of  the  country  a circular  raised  work,  or  ring-fort, 
could  be  distinctly  traced.  Leading  from  the  enclosed 
area  there  had  been  a covered  way  to  a spring  of  [Hire 
cold  water  that  rises  from  a fissure  in  the  rock,  some 
fifty  or  sixty  feet  down  the  declivity.  Such  covered 
paths,  or  rather  the  remains  of  them,  lead  from  many  of 
these  ancient  fortifications.  Mr.  Schoolcraft  concludes 
that  they  were  intended  for  the  emergency  of  a [irolonged 
siege.  They  would  seem  now  to  have  been  but  a [loor 
defense  for  the  water-carriers  against  the  weapons  of 
* modern  warfare,  yet  probably  sufficient  to  protect  them 
from  arrows,  and  a foe  that  hod  no  sappers  or  miners  in 
their  ranks." 

The  following  is  from  the  same  source  : 

“About  one  and  a half  miles  west  of  Shelby  Centre, 
(,)rleans  county,  is  an  ancient  work.  broad  ditch  en- 
closes in  a form  nearly  circular  about  three  acres  of  land. 
The  ditch  is  at  this  day  well  defined,  several  feet  dee[i. 
.\djoining  the  spot  on  the  south  is  a swamp  about  one 
' mile  in  width  by  two  in  length.  This  swamp  was  once, 
doubtless,  if  not  a lake,  an  impassable  morass.  From 
the  interior  of  the  enclosure  made  by  the  ditch  there  is 
what  a[ipears  to  have  been  a [lassage  way  on  the  >ide 
next  to  the  swamp.  No  other  breach  occurs  in  the  entire 
circuit  of  the  embankment.  There  are  accumulated 
within  and  near  this  fort  large  [liles  of  small  stone-,  of  a 
size  convenient  to  be  thrown  by  the  hand  or  with  a sling. 
.\rrovv  heads  of  Hint  are  found  in  and  near  the  enclosure 
in  great  abundam  e,  stone  axes,  etc.  Trees  of  four-hund- 
red years  growth  stand  iqion  the  embankment,  and  under- 
neath them  hav  e been  found  earthenware,  [lieces  of  [ilate- 
or  dishes,  wrougiit  with  skill,  [iresenting  ornaments  in 
relief,  of  v.irions  [uuterns.  .Some  skeletons,  almost  entire, 
have  been  exhumed,  inanv  of  giant  .-i.'e,  not  less  than 
seven  to  eight  feet  in  length.  I'he  skulls  are  large,  anil 
well  dcvelo|)eil  in  the  anterior  lobe,  bro.id  between  the 
ears  .md  ll.iticned  in  the  coronal  region.  Ilalfami'e 
west  of  the  fort  is  a -and  hill.  Mere  a l.irge  ivimber 
huni.in  skeh'tons  have  been  exhumeil,  in  a perfei  t st.ite. 
Cl  real  numbers  .qipe.ired  to  have  been  buried  in  the  -.'.me 
grave.  .Mam  of  the  skull-  ap]ie.ir  lo  have  been  broken 
m witlv  clubs  or  -tones. 
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HE  realm  of  mere  conjcctiiro  and  tradition  we 
i > leave  with  these  remains  of  a remote  a''e 
and  the  theories  tliey  have  raised,  and  ghully 
listen  to  the  first  voice  of  hi.-tory  concern- 
ing the  territory  embraced  in  tliis  work 
Under  date  of  May  nj,  1641,  the  Jesuit  father 
L’Allemant  reported  from  St.  Mary's  mission,  an 
outiiost  of  the  church  near  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Hu- 
ron, the  tour  of  a pair  of  his  black-robed  brethren  in  the 
preceding  year,  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Niagara  river. 
His  narrative  is  interesting  chiehy  as  showing  appro.vi- 
rnately  the  date  at  which  Euroi>eans  first  visited  this 
region,  and  giving  an  account  of  the  people  whom  thev 
found  in  possession.  Its  importance  in  these  respects  is 
such  as  to  demand  its  reproduction  ; 

“ Jean  de  Breboeuf  and  Joseph  Marie  Chaumonot,  two 
fathers  of  our  company,  which  have  charge  of  the  mission 
to  the  Neutral  Nation,  set  out  from  St.  Marie  on  the  and 
day  of  November,  1640,  to  visit  this  people.  Lather 
Breboeuf  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  such  an  e.xpedition, 
God  having  in  an  eminent  degree  endowed  him  with  a 
cap.acity  for  learning  languages.  His  com]janion  was 
.also  a proper  person  for  the  enterprise. 

“ Although  many  of  our  French  in  that  (juarter  have 
visited  this  people  to  jirofit  by  their  furs  and  other  com- 
modities, we  have  no  knowledge  of  any  who  have 
been  there  to  preach  the  gospel,  except  Father  De  la 
Roche  Daillon,  a Recollet. who  jiassed  the  winter  there  in 


i6a6.  The  nation  is  very  populous,  there  being  estimaterl 
about  forty  villages.  .After  leaving  the  Iliirons,  it  is  four 
or  five  days’  journey,  or  about  forty  leagues  to  the  near- 
est of  their  villages,  the  course  being  nearly  due  south. 
If,  as  indicated  by  the  latest  and  most  exact  observation-, 
we  can  make,  our  new  station  St.  .Marie,  in  the  interior  of 
the  Huron  country,  is  in  north  latitude,  about  forty-four 
degrees,  twenty-five  minutes,  then  the  entrance  of  the 
Neutral  Nation  from  the  Huron  side  is  about  fortv-four 
degrees.  More  exact  surveys  and  observations  cannot 
now  be  made,  for  the  .-,ight  of  a single  instrument  would 
bring  to  extremes  those  who  cannot  resist  the  temptation 
of  an  ink-horn. 

“From  the  first  vilhge  of  tlie  Neutral  .Nation  that  v\  e 
.meet  with  in  traveling  from  this  ]>lace,  as  we  proceed 
south  or  southwest,  it  is  about  four  days’  travel  to  the 
place  where  the  celebrated  river  [.Niagara)  of  tlie  nation 
empties  in  Lake  Ontario,  or  St.  Louis.  On  the  west  side 
of  that  river,  and  not  on  the  east,  are  tiie  most  numerous 
of  the  villages  of  the  Neutral  nation.  There  are  three  or 
four  on  the  east  side,  extending  from  e.ist  to  we-'t  toward-, 
the  I-.riesi>r  Uat  nation.  1 li;,  nvrr  i-,  tii.u  i>,  win.  i;  ,,;,r 
great  lake  ot  tlie  ilur,uis,  cu  tr»..':,ii  -'C.i,  is  di-<.  harmed 


which  fir-,t  empties  into  the  Lake  of  Erie,  or  of  the  n.iti.,11 
of  the  Cat  ; from  them  e it  enters  the  territorv  of  the 
Neutral  nation,  and  takes  the  name  of  ( (rguin.ih.r.i 
[.Niagara,]  until  it  empties  into  Onta'-io  or  St.  l.mii-,  lake 
from  which  latter  flows  the  river  which  pa>-e^  bvfme 
Quebec,  (ailed  the  St.  Lawrem  e ; so  that  if  v.e  oin  e h.n) 
control  of  the  „idc  of  the  lake  nearest  the  re^idem  e oi 
the  Iro(]uois,  we  could  ascend  by  the  river  St.  L.iwreme 
without  danger,  even  to  the  Neutral  nation,  and  mm  h 
bev'ond,  with  great  saving  of  time  and  trouble. 

“ .Vccording  to  the  estimate  of  these  iliimtriom,  Litin-r-,. 
who  have  been  there,  the  Neuti-al  nation  comiirises  .iboui 
12,000  souls,  which  enables  them  to  furnish  .pccow.n- 
riors,  notwithstanding  war,  pestilence  and  f.imine  iiave 
prevailed  among  them  for  three  vear^  in  an  extraordin.irv 
manner.  .After  all,  I think  that  those  wlio  have  hereto- 
fore ascribed  sucii  an  extent  and  poinilation  to  thi--  nation 
have  understood  by  the  Neutral  nation  all  w l-.o  live  >outli 
and  southwest  of  our  Htirons,  and  who  are  trulv  in  urea: 
number,  and,  being  at  first  onlv  partiallv  known,  haw 
all  been  comprised  under  the  same  name.  The  more 
perfect  knowledge  of  their  language  and  couiurv  which 
has  since  been  obtained  has  resulted  in  a cle.''rer  distinc- 
tion lietween  the  tribes. 

“Our  French  who  first  discovered  this  iieople  named 
them  the  Neutral  nation  ; and  not  without  reason,  for 
their  country  being  the  ordinary  passage  bv  land  between 
some  of  the  Iroquois  nation;-  and  the  Huron.^,  who  .are 
sworn  enemies,  they  remained  at  peace  with  both  ; so 
that  in  times  past  the  Ilurons  and  Iroquois,  meeting  in 
the  same  wigwam  or  village  of  that  nation,  were  both  in 
safety  while  they  remained.  Recentlv',  their  enmitv 
against  each  other  is  so  great  that  there  is  no  safety  for 
either  jiarly  in  any  tdace,  particularly  for  the  Hurons.  for 
whom  the  Neutral  nation  entertain  the  least  good  will. 
There  is  every  reason  for  believing  that,  not  long  since, 
the  Huron.--,  Iroipiois,  and  Neutral  nation  formed  one 
people,  and  originally  came  from  the  same  family,  l.n-c 
have  in  the  lapse  of  time  become  separated  from  ea'-h 
other,  more  or  less,  in  di.-'tance,  interests  and  affection,  ■ 
that  some  .ire  now  enemies,  other,-;  neutral,  ami  othersstill 
live  in  intimate  friendship  and  inter-iourse. 

“ The  food  and  clothing  of  the  Neutral  nation  seem  little 
different  from  that  of  our  Hurons.  They  have  Imb.in 
corn,  beans  and  gourds  iti  equal  abundance  : also  |den;v 
of  fish,  some  kinds  of  which  abound  in  [lartii  ular  pl.us..-- 
only.  They  are  much  employed  in  hunting  tlwr.  buff.a!  ,. 
vvihl-c.its,  wolves,  wild-boars,  beaver  and  other  .inhimls. 
Meal  is  very  abundant  this  year  on  aicouni  nf  the  he.iw 
snow,  which  has  aided  the  hunti'rs.  It  is  rare  to  see  i.uuw 
in  this  countrv  more  than  half  a foot  deep,  but  this  ye.i’- 
is  more  than  three  feet.  Then*  is  also  ahundam  e ot  (\iid 
turkeys,  which  go  in  fiocks  in  tlieiieid-  ami  w.xa’s.  ih.eir 
fruits  are  the  same  as  with  the  Hurons.  except  ( !u>'.nu'.', 
which  are  more  abund.int,  and  crab-a j-ple>,  whit  h are 
somewhat  larger. 

“1  he  men,  like  all  sav.iges,  cov er  th.eir  naked  fle-ii 
with  >kins,  but  .ire  ies-i  j-articubir  th.in  t:'..-  iL 
concc.iiing  what  shouhl  not  apjiear.  I lie  - pu.iv.  - 


'rur:  xki'tkai.  na  i iox,  kah-khwas  axi)  kriks. 


ordinarily  < lijlhcd,  at  liM^t  troni  the  waist  to  the  kiites, 
blit  are  more  tree  and  shameless  in  tlieir  immodesty  than 
tl;e  Hiirons.  As  for  their  remaining  c ustoms  and  man- 
ners. they  are  almost  entirely  similar  to  the  other  sa\age 
tribes  of  the  country. 

riiere  arc  some  things  in  wiiich  they  clifier  from  our 
H'lrons.  'I'hev  are  larger,  stronger  and  better  formed. 
Thev  also  enteitain  a great  aflec  tion  for  the  dead,  and 
ha\e  a greater  number  of  focils,  or  jugglers. 

“ The  Sonontcanlieronons  [Senecas  |.c,ine  of  the  lroc[Uois 
nations,  the  nearest  ter  and  most  dreaded  by  the  Hurons, 
.ire  not  more  than  a day’s  journey  distant  from  the 
e.isternmost  village  of  the  Xeutra!  nation,  named  On- 
gui.i.dira.  of  the  same  name  as  the  river. 

Our  fathers  returned  from  the  mission  in  safety,  not 
having  found  in  all  theeighteen  villages  which  they  visited 
Init  one,  n.uned  Khe-o-e-to-a,  or  St.  Michael,  which  gave 
tiiem  tlie  reception  which  their  embassv  deserved.  In 
t'nis  vill.ige  a certain  foreign  nation,  which  lived  beyond 
tlie  I.ake  of  Hrie,  or  of  the  nation  of  the  Cat,  named 
.\-oucn-re-ro-non,  has  taken  refuge  for  many  years  for 
fear  of  their  enemies,  and  they  se-.'iu  lo  have  been  brought 
liere  by  a good  providence  to  hear  the  word  of  God." 

As  this  is  the  earliest,  so  it  is  the  completest  account  of 
the  first  recorded  inhabitants  of  the  northwestern  corner 
of  the  State.  We  are  told  of  their  situation  ; their  name 
and  the  singular  ground  on  which  it  was  bestow  ed  ; the 
vegetables  and  fruits  on  which  they  fed  ; the  fsh  and 
game  ’oirds  which  they  captured  ; the  edible  and  fur- 
bearing animals  which  they  hunted;  tlieir  style  of  clothing; 
their  moral  and  physical  characteristics  : their  relation 
'with  their  neighbors;  and  the  number  of  their  villages 
and  inhabitants,  with  a theory  to  account  for  the  appa- 
rent exaggeration  of  the  latter.  Important  as  this  nation 
appears  in  the  ‘‘relation"  of  Father  L'Allemant,  it  was 
overshadowed  by  the  fame,  and  f nally  destroyed  bv  the 
prowess  of  the  IrcK|uois,  so  that,  as  compared  with  the 
bitter,  little  is  known  of  it.  In  164a,  says  Charlevoix,  “ a 
peojile  larger,  stronger  and  better  formed  than  any  other 
savages,  ani]  who  liv  ed  south  of  the  Huron  country,  were 
visited  by  the  Jesuits,  who  preached  to  them  the  king- 
dom of  God.  d'hey  were  called  the  Xeutral  nation, 
because  they  took  no  part  in  the  wars  which  desolated 
the  country.  Tut  in  the  end  they  could  not,  themselves, 
escape  entire  destruction.  To  avoid  the  furv  of  the 
Iroquois,  they  fnallv  joined  them  against  the  Hurons, 
but  gained  nothing  by  the  union.  The  Iroquois,  that, 
like  lions  that  have  tasted  blood,  cannot  be  satiated,  de- 
siro'cd  indiscriminately  all  tliat  came  in  their  wav,  and 
at  this  day  there  remains  no  trace  of  ths;  Xeutral  nation." 
The  inability  of  the  neutrals  to  preserve  their  pacific  at- 
titude is  one  of  the  reasons  for  considering  the  fesuits’ 
o port  ot  their  numbers  greatly  exaggerated.  It  was  not 
to  expected  that  they  could  maintain  peace  with  such 
.neighbors  on  either  hand,  d'he  grain  might  as  well  iiope 
!'•  ttiuain  undisturbed  between  th.e  upper  .-tuI  nether 
It  was  about  the  year  1644.  u cording  to 
t .i.ir  evoix,  none-  too  good  authority),  th.u  this  aborieinal 
pvopl.  , dwelling  in  part,  between  the  .‘■^etiei  .is  and  ilie 


Xiagara,  i>erished;  Mr.  Marshall  says  lO^i.  Stiid''-^ 
ot  Indian  history  have  carefully  investigated  the  me.ie. . 
sources  of  information  relative  to  them,  and  have  su|  ;,!• 
mented  Father  I .’.Mleinant's  statetnent  with 'Otne  int’.-u  -:- 
ing  conclusions.  'I'hev  arc  generally  considered  to  ti;r.  ■ 
been  identical  with  tlie  Kah-Khw;is,  a name  applied  to  .. 
nation  at  an  early  flay  dwe-lling  along  tlie  Xiagara,  and  e\- 
tending  perhaps  half  way  down  the  end  of  l,.ike  Kt;  -. 
'I'heir  village.s  on  this  side  of  those  waters  were  ne,..'. 
though  not  upon  tl'.eir  b inks — as  that  would  liave  renih  re.; 
them  more  ea.sily  a[iproached  and  surprised  by  a ho-tb-.- 
war  party — and  one  is  said  to  h.ive  been  located  u:' 
Fiighteen-mile  creek,  near  its  mouth. 

Along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Krie,  lievond  tr  .- 
Kah-Khwas,  dwelt  the  powerful  " Frits  or  Cat  nation.  ' 
as  the  F'rem  h,  for  an  unknown  reason,  called  them.  Tne\ , 
sharing  the  fate  of  the  Kah-Khwas.  about  1654  or  n,;;- 
fell  victims  to  the  comiuering  Iroijuois. 

'Lradiiion  says  that  the  immetliate  occasion  of  tire  w .r 
in  which  the  Iroquois  exterminated  the  Fries  was  ti.e 
defeat  of  the  latter  by  the  former  in  a series  of  athletic 
games.  The  Fries  having  learned  with  al. inn  of  the  i on- 
federation  of  the  hive  Xations,  proposed,  as  a test  of  t'l-. 
power  of  the  new  alliam  e,  th.at  aluindred  of  the  .Sc!;cc.i 
braves  should  contest  witli  as  man;,  of  :heir  own.  for 
suitable  pri/.e,  in  the  native  game  of  ball.  '1  he  chalien.t.- 
was  twice  declined,  imt  on  its  third  ])resenration  the 
eagerness  of  the  young  warriors  overcame  the  < aution 
their  elders,  and  it  wa^  a<  < epted.  'I'he  (lower  of  the  l i\r 
Xations  presented  theniselve'^.  .\fter  a desperate  -trUj,- 
gle  the  match  was  won  by  the  picked  men  of  the  Iriepu.-', 
'Fhe  FIries,  burning  to  retrieve  their  reputation  ae  aiiilete-. 
thereiq.)On  challenged  their  adversario  to  a foot  r.i'  c.  ;. 
which  ten  of  each  party  should  com|icte.  l iic  v.ju.-,.: 
Iroquois  assented,  and  were  again  the  \ ii  tur.>.  i'hr 
guests  nowaccepted  arimvitation  to  \i^lt  the  Kah- K liw  .i-- 
at  their  village  on  Fighteen-rnile  t reek,  .md  a (Ideg;r.i..r 
of  the  Fries  accompanied  them.  Smarting  with  mor::.;- 
cation  from  their  double  deleat,  th.e  latter  in  doj'er.uiic; 
dared  the  champions  (.f  tl'.e  Five  Xatini>  tu  a l i<t 
more  serious  contest,  namely,  a wre>tling  in.iti  h,  ten  i n 
each  side,  in  which  the  vanquished  >hould  be  sl.iin  ’ \ 
the  victors.  The  first  of  the  Frie-.  was  thi-ouii  t.y  hi- 
Seneca  antagonist,  and  on  the  refusal  of  tin.-  I.itt-.r  ti.id'-- 
patch  his  fallen  advers.iry.  the  ivrie  chief  itlm>eif  b’-..ipi..i 
him.  Thrice  was  this  Inucherlv  scene  repeated,  whe: 
the  rage  of  the  defeated  nation  had  risen  to  mu  h a ; it'  . 
that  the  Iroquois,  to  avoid  a battle,  for  whicli  they  w., 
not  prepared,  withdrew  and  returned  to  their  honu', 

Tlie  result  conv  inced  the  F'.iics  ih.it  tlie  IroquoiA  tnl  - 
had  made  common  < ause,  and  their  only  ho]  e lav  in  c - 
stroving  the  Senecas,  by  a .sudden  blow,  before  thev 
could  'ue  supported  by  their  c tinfeder.u<->.  I'lieir  t ' 
pose  to  do  so  was  Inistr.ited  by  a Ser.ee. i >v..man.  .1  c • 
tive  among  the  F.ries,  who  cscaj.ed  to  lier  kin.lre  . 
time  tow..;:',  them  of  tlieb  dr-ger.  'I 'v  I ■ r 
and  iM.ircli'.'d  out  t<<  uuit  tlie  ciiv.uler.s.  i !.•  ■■  u'.i  ■ 
ed  ne.ir  tin.  too',  ol  1 i .jiie;.  oye  Like,  .itidatte:  1 lien  • 
lb<  t the  Fries  were  routed  and  almos'  r'>vni) 
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rciiin.int  \vIik  h csc.ipcil  kcil  tlic  Scnccus  yeiirs  afttr, 
in-.ir  Fuit.ilu.  Iiiii  were  defeated.  Such  is  the  attempt  of 
•r..ht!-’!i  m .!( ( (Hint  for  the  extinction  of  the  most  power- 
lul  n.iti\e  foe  tliat  ever  crossed  the  patli  ot  the  all-con- 
ijuerinc  froquois. 


CHARTER  III. 


III!  1 K AIHI  lO.N.M.  OKIOIN  OK  IlfK  sKNKCWS N ,\  M I S ,\  .\  I ) 

IOC  AIKhVs  ok  KHKIK  VIU.AOKs. 


T''’ 


■*4^  lll-i  destruction  of  the  FTies  brings  us  to  the 


histurv  of  the  nation  which  by  that  event 
extended  its  hunting  arounds  to  Lake  Erie. 

XU  '1  o 

e— r vj  This  was  the  westernmost  and  by  tar  the 
most  powerful  of  the  Iroipiois  tribes,  the 
Senecas,  the  immediate  predecessors  of  the  white 
inhabitants  of  this  region.  The  name  of  this 
people  is  thought  to  have  been  derived  from  the  Mo- 
hawks, the  first  of  the  Five  Xation>  witli  wliich  the  Dutch 
and  F.nglish  c ame  in  contact.  The  Senecas  themselves 
knew  nothing  of  it  e.xcept  as  apipliedto  them  by  outsiders. 
.\s  with  other  Indian  proper  names,  the  spelling  for  a 
long  time  varied,  the  nation  being  often  called  in  old 
documents  the  Sinnekes,  and  given  some  sixty  other 
names,  mostly  similar.  The  later,  ( lassical  form  of  the 
word  is  certainly  an  imjjrovement,  in  spite  of  its  coinci- 
dence with 'the  name  of  tlie  Latin  philosopher.  Though 
we  find  the  same  name  applied  to  this  division  of  “ the 
Romans  of  the  New  \V(jrld  ” that  was  great  among 
the  Romans  of  the  seven  hills,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to 
consider  it  a slight  modification  of  a native  word,  and  not 
an  instance  of  the  stupid  wholesale  a[)piication  of  classic 
titles  in  the  geography  of  central  New  York. 

The  French  somet'mes  called  the  -Senecas  'Tsonnon- 
louans  or  Sonnonthouans.  The  tribe  called  themselves 
Nundowaga,  the  People  of  the  Hill,  in  < onformity  with 
one  (jf  their  traditions,  which  represented  that  the  nation 
originated  and  first  dwelt  on  a hill  at  the  head  of  Can- 
-indaigua  l-ike.  \Yhile  seated  here,  as  the  legend  runs, 
the  existence  of  the  tribe  nas  jeopardi/ed  by  a snake, 
which  grew  up  in  their  midst  and  assumed  immense  pro- 
portiiin>  and  hostile  attitude.  This  serpent,  called  Kais- 
tocv.inc.i,  \v,is,  while  small,  (.aught  in  the  wood>  bv  a bo_\', 
who  kept  and  ( ared  for  it  a^  a [let.  It  grew  rajudlv,  de- 
m.mding  m.ire  and  more  food,  until  th-e  hunters  had  to 
j'lMcide  i(  with  deer  ; and  at  length  it  could  no  longer 
i.nd  r.imu  in  the  lodge  ot  its  ( ai>tor,  but  Inid  to  take  jidnI 
■'p,  ,1  neighboring  hill.  'I'here-ifter  it  took  care  of  itself, 
■'porting  ot  c.i'-ion.illy  in  th.e  lake,  and  still  growing,  until 
th.'-  tribe  be(  .line  al.i'aned  in  \ n.'w  of  it>  po,"'ible  at  lion.', 
• md  tleierminv'd  to  lice  for  '.,lety.  Kui  in  the  morning  tU' 
iheir  intended  cm  .ape,  tlu.-y  found  the  moimtrou>  nqitile 
(oihil  about  their  i .('tie,  with  jaws  gaping  before  the 
vale  l-.-i.ipe  was  im]'0"il)ie,  ,ind  though  sl,ir\ ,i! ion 


promised  the  tittempt,  the  w retched  prisoners  only  ru'he.l 
into  the  mouth  of  their  terrible  besieger.  .Most  were 
thus  devoured  ; but  a warrior,  having  dreamed  that  “ if 
he  would  fledge  his  arrows  with  the  hair  of  his  sister  the 
charm  would  prevail  over  the  enemy,”  shot  into  the 
serpent  an  arrow  so  prejiared.  Mortally  wounded,  the 
huge  reptile  rolled  down  the  hill  into  the  lake,  breaking 
off  the  trees  in  his  way.  After  wallowing  in  agony  in  the 
water,  and  vomiting  up  the  bodies  swallowed,  the  serpent 
expired  and  sunk  from  sight.  'I'he  remnant  of  the  tribe 
immediately  left  the  scene  of  their  suffering,  and  removed 
to  the  site  of  Ueneva.  .Mr.  Schoolcraft  considered  thi> 
story  of  the  Senecas  worthy  of  an  attemjjt  at  interpretation, 
and  suggested  the  following  ; “ Internal  feuds,  created 

by  somebody  brought  up  in  their  own  lodge,  originated 
hatred  and  hot  blood.  In  a long  and  bloody  war  the 
nation  was  nearly  exterminated  ; at  length  the  affection> 
of  a woman  prevailed.  Harmony  was  restored,  and  a 
new  era  of  prosperity  began,  by  removing  the  council  hre 
to  another  place.” 

This  tradition  of  the  origin  of  the  nation  contradicts 
the  legend  of  an  original  immigration  from  the  west,  and 
that  other  [irecious  invention  which  represents  the  Iro- 
([uois  as  springing  from  the  earth  near  the  falls  of  the  ( 
wego,  and  separating  to  their  various  stations  along  that 
river  and  its  tributaries.  These  remnants  of  the  mvthology 
of  the  Indians  are  worthless,  even  as  a test  of  their  abilitv 
at  legend-making  ; like  their  printed  speeches,  they  have 
been  through  the  hands  of  too  many  fanciful  white  men. 
'The  search  for  information  in  aboriginal  sources  is  vanitv 
,md  vexation  of  spirit. 

It  has  been  customary  with  recent  writers  on  the  In- 
dians to  ascribe  to  them  many  and  lofty  excellencies  and 
abilities,  and  to  begin  by  deprecating  the  alleged  disposi- 
tion to  do  them  injustice  and  ignore  their  claims  to 
respect  and  admiration.  If  such  a disjiosition  ever  ex- 
isted, the  tide  of  opinion  has  of  late  certainly  been  flow- 
ing the  other  way,  and  it  may  be  time  for  the  ebb. 
'I'here  seems  to  have  been  something  like  statesman- 
ship in  the  formation  of  “the  league  of  the  Ircxiuois.” 
albeit  the  exiredient  was  the  sim]dest  possible,  and  the 
object  success  in  savage  warfare;  also  in  the  means  bv 
which  the  league  was  strengthened,  including  the  comjdi- 
cated  system  of  family  and  tribal  relationship;  but  has 
not  the  glory  of  this  barbarian  union  been  exaggerated? 
For  --xample  we  are  speaking  ot  Red  Jacket"'  nationb 
must  we  believe  all  we  read  of  Indian  oratorv  ? Not  satis- 
lied  with  the  elo([uent  jieriods  asc  ribed  to  the  red  'pcech- 
makers,  their  eulogists  remind  us  that  we  have  onlv  white 
men’s  versions  of  what  the  orators  said,  .ind  a"ume  ih.it 
the  speeches  suffered  by  the  interpretiition.  T>ut  it  i*  p(>'- 
sible  that  they  gained.  The  interiireters.  it  is  said,  were 
often  illiterate  men.  Tut  thev  were  in  all  cases  le'S>oth,.n 
the  orators,  and  in  many  cases  they  mu't  be  admitted  to 
ii.ive  been  (juiie  adequate  to  the  task.  ( )ne  of  the  m-‘'’ 
f.tmotis  of  Indi.in  or-iliou'  is  the  .iddress  of  ( i.ir.meui.!. 

La  Cirand  (luele — !’>ig  Mouth,  as  Mr.  R.irkm.m  ir.m'- 
kites  it — to  De  i a Ilarre  in  the  confereiu  e .it  the  month 
of  S.iliiion  river,  m i >sw  ee;o  countv;  "but  this,''  s.n.s  ,\Ir 


THE  VlI.[.A(iES  OF  'I'HE 


Clinton,  in  his  celfbratefl  eulogy  of  the  Iroquois,  “ was 
inter[)reted  l)V  Monsieur  I.e  Moine.  a hremii  Jesuit,  and 
rec  orded  on  the  s| '( it  I 'V  llaion  Fa  Hontan,  men  of  enlight- 
ened and  ndtivated  minds."  'I'he  man  who  translated  it 
from  the  French  must  have  been  a scholar,  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  sjieech  suffered  in  his  hands.  Mr.  I’ark- 
man  makes  a very  suggestive  remark  on  l!ig  Mouth  ; 
“ Doubtless,  as  he  stood  in  ftdl  dress  beftire  the  go\ernor 
and  the  otiticers,  his  head  plumed,  his  face  painted,  his 
figure  draped  in  a colcjred  blanket  and  his  feet  decked 
with  embroidered  moccasins,  he  was  a picturesque  and 
striking  object;  he  was  less  so  as  he  s< putted  almost  naked 
by  his  lodge  tire,  with  a piece  of  board  laid  across  his  lap. 
chopping  rank  tobacco  with  a scaljiing  knife  to  fill  his 
pipe,  and  entertaining  the  grinning  circle  with  grotesque 
stories  and  obscene  jests.”  Fondness  for  speech-making 
does  not  necessarily  argue  eloipience,  and  it  is  not  easy 
to  believe  in  a jihenomenal  develoiunent  of  true  oratory 
in  a race  of  savages  who  were  primarily  warriors,  in  a 
skulking  and  brutal  fashion,  and  whose  home  life,  if 
we  may  use  the  expression,  was,  generation  after  g—>e- 
ration  alike,  contentedly  passed  in  idleness  and  scpialor. 
On  the  whole,  we  may  say  that,  cpiestionable  as  may 
have  been  some  of  the  white  man’s  dealings  with  the 
Senecas,  the  extinction  from  their  ancient  territory  of 
that  people,  with  their  doubtful  virtues  and  indubitable 
barbarity,  was  an  exceedingly  good  riddance. 

While  the  Senecas  shared  with  their  allies  the  author- 
ity gained  by  their  compiests  throughout  the  south  and 
in  the  Canadas,  the  territory  of  their  immediate  jurisdic- 
tion was  confined  within  comparatively  narrow  limits. 
One  of  the  first  allusions  to  the  tribe  by  Europeans  oc- 
curs in  a Jesuit  “relation,”  dated  1664-5,  fol- 

lows; “Toward  the  termination  of  the  great  lake  called 
Ontario  is  located  the  most  numerous  of  the  Fi\  e Nations, 
named  the  Senecas,  which  contains  full  twelve  hundred 
men,  in  two  or  three  villages  of  which  it  is  composed.  " 

In  1677  Wentworth  Greenhalgh  passed  through  the 
“ long  house  ’’  of  the  Iroqtiois  from  end  to  end,  and  made 
a detailed  report  of  his  journey  and  observations,  from 
which  we  extract  the  following  ; 

“The  Senecas  have  four  towns,  viz.,  Canagora,  'Fioto- 
hatton,  Canoenada  and  Keint-he.  Canagora  and  Tioto- 
hatton  lye  witnin  30  miles  of  ye  Fake  ffrontenacijue, 
[Ontario]  and  ye  other  two  ly  about  four  or  five  miles 
apiece  to  ye  Southward  of  those.  They  have  abundance 
of  Come.  None  of  their  towns  are  stockadoed. 

“ Canagorah  lyes  on  the  top  of  a great  hill  [ Houghton 
hill,  near  Victor,  Ontario  county  ],  and  in  that,  as  well 
as  in  the  bigneiise,  much  like  Onondago,  containing  150 
house.s.  northwestward  of  Caiougo  72  miles  Here  ve  In- 
dians were  very  de.sirous  to  see  us  ride  our  horses  [ firob- 
ably  the  first  they  ever  saw  |,  wch  wee  did  ; thev  made 
great  feasts  and  danc:ing.  * * * 

“ Tiotoliattan  lyes  on  the  brincke  or  edge  of  a hill; 
has  not  much  cleared  ground;  is  near  the  river  Tiote- 
hatton,  wch  signifies  bending.  It  lies  to  Westward  -of 
Canagorah  about  30  miles,  ( ontaining  about  120  houses, 
being  ye  largest  of  all  the  houses  wee  r.aw,  ve  ordmarv  be- 


ing 50  a 60  foot  long,  with  12  a 13  fires  in  one  house. 

1 hey  have  good  store  of  come,  growing  about  a mile  to 
the  Northward  of  the  town. 

“ Being  at  this  place  the  17th  of  June,  there  came  50 
prisoners  from  the  South  westward.  'I'hev'  were  of  two  na- 
tions some  whereof  have  few  guns  ; the  others  none  at  all. 
One  nation  is  about  to  days  journey  from  any  Christian 
and  trade  only  with  one  great  house,  not  far  from  the  sea, 
and  the  other  trarie  only,  as  they  say,  with  a black  pecjile, 
d his  day  of  them  was  burnt  two  women,  and  a man  ami 
a child  killed  with  a stone.  All  night  we  heard  a great 
noyse  as  if  ye  houses  had  all  fallen,  butt  itt  was  onely  ve 
Inhabitants  driving  away  ye  ghosts  of  ye  murthered. 

" The  1 8th  going  to  Canagorah,  we  overtook  ye  prison- 
ers; when  the'soudiers  saw  us  they  stojiped  each  !ii' 
prisoner,  and  made  him  sing,  and  cutt  off  their  fingers, 
and  slasht  their  bodies  wth  a knife,  and  when  they  hav! 
sung  each  man  confessed  how  manv’  men  in  his  time  he 
had  killed.  Thatt  day  att  Canagorah,  there  were  most 
cruelly  burnt  four  men,  four  women  and  one  bov.  The 
cruelty  lasted  aboutt  seven  hours.  When  they  were  almo.'t 
dead  letting  them  loose  to  the  mercy  of  ye  boys,  and 
taking  the  hearts  of  such  as  were  dead  to  feast  on. 

“Canoenada  lyes  about  four  miles  to  ye  Southward  of 
Canagorah;  conteynes  about  30  houses,  well  furnished, 
with  come. 

“ Keint-he  lyes  aboutt  four  or  five  miles  to  ve  South- 
ward of  'I’ietehatton;  contayns  about  ^4  house>  well 
furnished  with  come. 

“ The  Senectpies  are  counted  to  bee  in'  all  aboutt  iccc 
fighting  men.” 

In  16S4  F'ather  Lamberville,  dissuading  La  Barre  from 
attacking  the  Senecas,  gave  the  number  of  their  warrior- 
at  1500.  In  1698  there  was  made  an  official  census  of  thc 
Five  Nations, in  which  it  was  reported  that  the  "Sinnicke-" 
had  dwindled  to  600  from  1300,  their  number  in  i6Sr. 
In  1763  Sir  William  Johnson  estimated  the  men  of  the 
nation  as  numbering  1050,  and  mentioned  that  the  tribe 
had  “ several  villages  beginning  about  50  m,  from  Cav'.;- 
ga,  and  from  thence  to  Chenussio,  the  largest,  about  70 
m.  from  Niagara,  with  others  thence  to  the  Ohio."  In 
1770  he  reported  that  there  were  1000  of  the  Seneca 
warriors.  The  fighting  strength  of  this  tribe  was  gener- 
ally nearly  equal  to  that  of  all  the  other  Iroquois.  Th:- 
was  stated  by  Governor  Tryon  to  be  the  case  in  1774. 
when,  on  the  excellent  authority  of  Sir  William  Johnson, 
he  reported  the  total  number  of  Irocpuois  warrior-  .r, 
2000. 

When  the  Senecas  first  became  known  to  the  whit. - 
their  villages  were  scattered  from  Seneca  lake  half  w .\ 
to  the  Niagara.  In  1669.  when  La  Salle  made  hi-  fir- 
visit  to  their  country,  their  four  principal  villages  war. 
from  ten  to  twenty  miles  south  of  the  falls  of  the  Gvn  - 
see,  and  to  the  eastward  of  that  river.  Mention  i-  t'l  ■ 
of  cabins  of  the  Senecas  (;n  the  Ni.ig.ira  in  167S  ) ' 

General  .\mher-,t.  writing  in  i 7<)3.  mention-  .he  K.i" 
seegy  and  Canadaraggo  castlo,  the  former  of  wi'  G-. 
more  commonly  spelled  Kanadaseaga.  stood  on  tlie 
of  Geneva.  These  are  presum:iblv  the  vill.igi-  wlm  li  ^ r 
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\\  illiaiii  joiinson,  in  Ills  emumeration  of  the  IneUaii'.  in 
I 70^,  (.tils  Kan.idasero  anifl!  Kan.idara^ev,  and  mentions 
■is  I>eing  m tlie  Knglish  nnteresi,  v.hile  the  rest  of  the 
n.ition  was  hostile.  Tiieie  were,  in  -Sir  Willi. tin's  time, 
two  ( astles  of  the  tnhe  an  Chenitssio,  om  e their  western 
(latpost,  .ind  .1  \illage,  tailed  Chemtndoanah,  stood  on 
the  west  hank  of  the  (ienesee,  some  fifteen  miles  from  its 
mouth.. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


I \ sM.I.K's  V\\(;f.\Kl)  AEKIVKS  IN  IHF  MAtiARA IlIK 

N.\KKAri\K  or  KAIHKK  HKNM  I'IN. 


I'ROl’EAXS  first  learned  of  the  Niagara 

i’' 

iS 


river  and  falls,  as  of  many  other  of  the 


grand  natural  features  of  North  America^ 
through  the  e.vjtedition  of  the  Frenchman 
Jacques  Cartier  ujt  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  far 
Montreal,  in  1535.  .Savages  whom 
*■  he  met  told  him  of  a great  lake,  from  which  their 

river  tlowed,  and  that  heyond  it  another  lake,  of  similar 
si/e,  might  be  reached  through  a mer,  by  a portage 
round  a cataract.  Thus  was  the  lirst  intelligence  of 
northwestern  New  \'ork  gaineil  b\  the  people  vvhose 
explorers,  ]jriests  and  traders  were  to  be  its  pioneers, 
and  so  long  its  only  civilized  inhabitants.  Cartier,  how- 
ever, did  not  reach  the  Niagara,  and  it  was  nearlv  a 
century  after  his  sojourn  on  the  St.  Lawrence  before 
an\  of  his  t ountrvinen  penetr.ited  the  noble  countrv  of 
which  he  was  vaguely  infoimed. 

'Phe  “many  of  our  From  h in  that  ipiarter " who 
visited  the  barbarous  people  ilwelling  there,  "to  {trofit 
bv  their  furs  and  other  t ommodities."  before  the  mis- 
■'lon  of  the  Recollet  priest  Daillon  in  i6jG,  as  recounted 
L>\  I'.ither  L’.Mlem.mt,  must  have  been  the  first  white 
men  who  entered  the  region  of  whit  h w e w rite.  1 he 
ev.it  t date  of  their  atU  ent  i annot  be  .ist  ert, lined;  w e 
onl\  know  th.it  more  than  two  hundred  .md  fiftv  tears 
.(go.  .’Utl  jiroli.di!)  before  the  I’urit.ius  laiuled  .it  I’lv- 
nicut!).  .1  Fiem  hm.m  was  not  a \er\  r.ire  spett.icle  .u 
il.ispiiin;.  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  into  the  wilder- 
"(s^  irom  the  histone  be.u  h where  the  lulgniiis  stej'ped 
re. 


No  ! rent  h s,  i dcinenis  wi  re  now  made  on  the  Ni.ia- 

; .i!'!.oa_h  ir.nlers  pm’i.diU  \.|s;ietl  it  o<  1 ,isioTi.ii]\ 

toi  til  - iu  \t  t eiiturv.  .md  .11  le.i't  thrt,-e  explorers  s.(\\  the 
r \ ( r in  lOtio  It  w.is  .m  exeiit.  liu  ri  lore.  w hett.  on  tl’.e 
' di  o!  I if(  emiier.  i;n.s,  .t  ten-tor  (r.iii  s.uh-d  into  the 
'iioitii  ot  the  rr.er,  ia-.  rinu  .in  id'..i!'«e  pirtv  ■ ' 'Oe  .e 
! I '■  o ■ \ ttoiulerlul  I xploima  expeit.t'oi  - ;n;,i  the  ’.v.o| 

• 1 s,,!;;h  wlmh  jiushed  the  lio'iud  irv  ot  New  1 r.t m e to 
N(  w M I,  II,  .mil  g.n  e to  the  I ri  m hi  i iw  n the  oi..  e \ ,,s| 

' oi.ifi'.mte  ii  iTUof.  m the  south  n.nned  b\  ii>  do- 
i I oil  I si.in.i.  1 he  p.i  I t V I on  - I . d ot  • X 'i  I n ; .1  r. 


sons,  chief  among  tnem  the  Sieur  de  la  Motte,  comm.inder 
ot  the  little  craft,  and  the  Franciscan  Lather  Hennepin, 
historian  of  the  expedition.  'Phe  latter's  account  of  the 
\ oyage  over  Take  ( >ntario  enables  us  to  imagine  the  satis- 
faction with  whi(  h the  company  left  it  for  the  smoother 
waters  of  the  river. 

“On  the  i8th  of  November,"  says  Father  Hennepin, 
“ I took  leave  of  ourmenksat  Fort  Fontenac  [Kingston] 
and  after  mutual  embrai  es,  and  e.xjiressions  of  brotlierlv 
and  Christian  charity,  I embarked  in  a brigantine  of  about 
ten  tons.  The  winds  and  the  cold  of  autumn  were  then 
very  violent,  insomuch  that  our  crew  were  afraid  to  go  in 
so  little  a vessel.  I'his  obliged  us  and  the  Sieur  de  la 
-Motte,  our  commander,  to  keep  our  course  on  the  north 
side  of  the  lake,  to  shelter  ourselves  under  the  coast 
against  the  northwest  wind,  which  would  have  otherwise 
' forced  Us  ujion  the  southern  coast  of  the  lake.  This  vov- 
I age  proved  very  difficult  and  dangerous,  because  of  the 
unseasonable  time  of  the  year,  winter  being  near  at  hand. 
On  the  20th  we  were  in  great  danger,  about  two  large 
leagues  off  the  land,  where  we  were  obliged  to  lie  at  an- 
chor all  that  night,  at  sixty  fathoms  of  water  and  abo\  e ; 
but  at  length,  the  w ind  coming  at  the  northeast,  we  sailed 
on,  and  arrived  safely  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake  Onta- 
rio, called  by  the  Iroijuois  Skannandario. 

“ We  came  pretty  near  one  of  their  villages,  called 
'I'ajajagon.  lying  about  seventy  leagues  from  F'ort  Fron- 
tenac,  or  Catarokouy.  We  bartered  some  Indian  corn 
w ith  the  Iroipiois,  who  could  not  sufficientlv  admire  us, 
and  came  frequently  to  see  us  in  our  brigantine,  w hich  for 
our  greater  security  we  had  brought  to  an  anchor  into  a 
liver;  though  before  we  could  get  in  we  ran  aground 
three  times,  which  obliged  us  to  put  fourteen  men  into 
canoes,  and  cast  the  ballast  of  our  ship  overboard,  to  get 
her  off  again.  'Phat  river  falls  into  the  lake,  but  for  fear 
of  being  frozen  up  therein  we  were  forced  to  cut  the  ice. 
with  axes  and  other  instruments.  'Phe  wind  turning  then 
(ontrary,  we  were  obliged  to  tarry  there  till  the  5th  of 
December,  167(8,  when  we  sailed  from  the  northern  to  the 
southern  side,  where  the  river  Niagara  runs  into  the  lake, 
but  could  not  reach  it  that  day  , though  it  is  but  .fifteen  or 
si xteen  leagues  distant,  and  therefore  cast  anchor  within 
five  leagues  of  the  shore,  where  we  had  verv  bad  weadter 
.til  the  night  long.  On  the  6th.  being  .St.  Nicholas  dav. 
wt  got  into  the  tine  river  Niagara,  into  which  never  anv 
such  ship  as  ours  entered  before. 

“ We  sang  there  the  7'c  Damt,  and  other  jiravers.  to 
return  our  thanks  to  C'lod  .Mmightv  for  our  prosperous 
voy.igc.  'Phe  Inxpiois  'Psonnontouans  ] Sene' as  ].  in- 
h.ibiiing  the  little  village  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  riv- 
er. lo'ik  .(box  e ll'.ree  hundred  whitefish,  which  are  bigger 
than  c.ir|is.  and  the  best  relished  as  well  as  the  whole- 
'oinesi  lish  m the  world  ; which  thev  presented  all  to  us. 
imputing  their  good  Im  k to  our  arrival.  Thev  were  mm  h 
-iirpri'e.l  ,1;  our  -hip.  winch  they  i ailed  the  great  wooden 
I .im  le. 

' <:i  the  following  day  the  intrepid  voyagers  went  up  the 
ri\(  r to  where  llie  current  l.'erame  too  rapirl  for  a ( .iiioe 
to  -iitn  It  — “twii  leia'iies"  I'.ither  Hennepin  s,i\> — look- 
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ing  tor  a siiitahlt*  hiiilding  site.  Not  suiting  thfmsel\es 
!)elo\v  the  falls  ( which  ajtpalletl  Hcimci>in  by  their  tcaturcs 
of  sublimity  and  terror  , thev  landed  and  niar(  lied  above 
the  cataract  fintling  “no  land  fit  for  culture''  , to  a 
point  near  the  iiiouth  of  the  Chi[ipewa  river,  where  they 
encamped  for  the  night,  removing  a foot  of  snow  to  make 
.1  place  for  a fire.  “ La  Salle’s  [larty,"  says  Cajitain  James 
\'an  CIeve,“soon  after  entering  the  Niagara  prcyceeded  on 
their  way  up  the  river  to  the  head  of  the  eddy  at  Queens- 
ton,  where  lies  a large  rock  distinguished  to  this  day  as 
Hennejiin  Rock,  which  is  still  prominent  directly  under 
the  west  end  of  the  Lewiston  and  (^ueenston  suspension 
bridge.  Finding  their  [irogress  by  boat  stopfied  at  this 
point  by  the  heavy  current,  and  the  bank  of  the  river 
\ery  steep  and  some  350  feet  high,  they  crossed  the  river 
650  feet  wide  to  the  east  side,  and  then  the  party  walked 
to  the  falls,"  etc.  The  next  day  they  retraced  their  course, 
seeing  on  the  way  great  numbers  of  “ wild  goats  and  tur- 
key cocks,”  as  the  translation  one  hundred  and  eight) 
years  old  calls  the  deer  and  wild  turkeys.  On  the  xith 
Father  Mennepin  “.said  the  first  mass  that  was  ever  said 
in  that  country.” 

The  result  of  the  search  for  a proper  place  to  put  up 
buildings  was  the  determination  “ to  build  some  house'  ” 
at  the  point  where  the  swiftness  of  the  river  compelled 
the  explorers  to  take  to  the  shore  m their  trip  of  the  7th, 
that  is,  at  the  site  of  Lewiston.  For  several  days,  how- 
ever, the  direction  of  the  wind  prevented  sailing  to  the 
place,  and  on  the  15th  it  was  found  necessary  to  tow 
the  vessel  up  the  river.  “ I was  desired  to  sit  at  the 
helm  of  our  brigantine,”  writes  the  serviceable  priest, 
while  three  of  our  men  hauleci  the  same,  from  the  shore, 
with  a rope  : and  at  last  we  brought  her  up  and  moored 
her  to  the  shore  with  a hawser,  near  a rock  of  prodigiops 
hight,  lying  upon  the  rapid  currents  we  have  alreadv 
mentioned. 

“The  17th,  i8th  and  19th  we  were  busy  making  a 
cabin,  with  palisadoes,  to  serve  for  a magazine  ; but  the 
ground  was  so  frozen  that  we  were  forced  several  times 
to  throw  boiling  water  upon  it,  to  facilitate  the  beating  in 
and  driving  down  the  stakes."  The  next  four  davs  were 
spent  in  efforts  to  preserve  the  brigantine,  which  "was  in 
great  danger  to  be  dashed  to  pieces  by  the  vast  pieces  of 
ice  that  were  hurled  down  the  river.”  The  craft  was 
finally  got  ashore,  and  saved  “from  the  danger  of  being 
broke  to  pieces,  or  carried  away.  h\  the  ice  which  came 
down  with  an  extreme  violence  from  the  great  fall  of  Ni- 
agara ” 

The  Iroipiois  were  alwavs  extremelv  suspicious  of  the 
establishment  of  permanent  posts  in  their  . ountrv,  jiarticu- 
larly  fortifications,  and  it  was  now  high  time  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Senecas  would  tolerate  the  operations  of  the 
French  jiarty  on  their  soil.  The  intruders  fuliv  realized 
their  rlanger  in  this  resjiect,  .ilthoiigh  so  hosjiitablv  re- 
ceivi'd  on  etVu'fing  the  river:  "Whoever  i onsider^  our 
m.ip,’  the  Fr.inusi.in  rein.irk>,  "will  e.isilv  >ec  th.n  thi> 
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I new  enterprise  of  building  a fort  and  some  houses  on  the 
I river  Niagara,  besides  the  fort  of  Fontenac,  was  likelv  to 
give  jealousy  to  the  1 roipiois,  aiul  even  to  the  Kngiisii, 
who  live  in  this  neighborlnrod  |at  .\lbanv  J and  have  a 
great  commerce  with  them.”  .\s  soon,  therefore,  as  the 
brigantine  was  secured.  La  Motte,  Hennepin  and  seven 
others  of  the  compan)  set  out  on  what  proved  alive  davs' 
march  to  the  Seneca  village  Tegarondies.  the  C'anagorah 
! of  Wentworth  (Ireenhalgh,  on  Houghton  hill,  near  \'ictor, 
Ontario  countv , also  called  (lannagaro.  There  they  re 
I mained  more  than  a week.  Father  Hennepin  preaching 
I on  New  Year’s  day  in  the  Jesuits’  bark-built  chajiel, 
before  fathers  Raffeix  and  (larnier,  missionaries  stationed 
, among  these  Indians.  A council  was  held  with  the  Seneca 
sachems,  from  which  Father  (larnier  was  excluded,  as 
La  Motte  had  an  antipathy  to  him  ; and  Hennepin, 
choosing  to  associate  himself  with  his  aggrieved  fellow- 
priest,  and  “bear  part  of  the  afl'ront  put  upon  him,"  also 
remained  without.  'I’here  was  the  usual  propitiation  cjf 
the  savage  landlords  by  gift.s,  and  La  Motte  then  told 
them  that  the  French  proposed  to  construct  "a  great 
wooden  canoe  ” on  the  Niagara,  by  which  they  -would  be 
enabled  to  supjily  the  Indians  with  merchandise  cheaper 
than  they  could  buy  from  the  Lngli.sh.  They  would  aLo 
station  a blacksmith  and  gunsmith  at  the  mouth  of  the 
' Niagara  to  repair  the  arms  of  the  Irocjuois.  The  Senecas 
acquiesced,  and  the  embassy  returned  to  the  river,  which 
they  reached  on  the  14th  of  January,  1679,  worn  out  with 
the  toils  of  the  journey,  and  prepared  to  feast  with  an  ap- 
petite on  corn  and  whitefish,  with  the  broth  of  the  latter, 
which  were  the  only  provisions  in  the  camp.  La  Motte, 
“being  not  able  to  endure  the  fatigue  of  so  laborious  a 
life,  gave  over  his  design  and  returned  to  Canada.” 

'I'he  mention  of  Jesuit  priests  among  the  Senecas  at  this 
date  suggests  a summary  of  the  previous  labors  of  the 
order  with  this  nation  : In  the  sjiring  of  1666,  in  a council 
with  ten  Seneca  sachems  at  Quebec,  the  .Marquis  de 
Tracy,  acting  French  viceroy  in  America,  promised  to 
send  them  Jesuit  missionaries,  whom  they  agreed  to 
shelter  and  protect.  .Accordingly,  in  1668  Father  Fremin 
was  sent  to  labor  with  the  tribe.  He  was  joined  the 
next  year  bv  F'ather  Gamier,  who  vvas  assigneil  to  the 
village  of  Gandachiragou.  Fremin  remaining  in  ch.irge  at 
Gandagarae,  where  he  found  a remnant  of  the  Neutral 
nation,  absorbed  into  the  community  of  their  conquernr--. 
F'remin  was  recalled  in  1671,  and  Father  Ralfeix  took  hi-, 
place  in  the  following  year,  going  from  the  Cav  uga  mi'- 
sion,  which  he  described  as  being  in  the  mo>t  beautitul 
countrv  he  had  seen  in  .America,  while  the  Senecas’  do- 
main he  found  comparatively  rugged,  an.l  a poor  hunting 
ground.  .At  his  arriv  al  among  them  the  nation  numbered. 
ai  cording  to  Garnier's  extravagant  estimate,  trom  twelve 
to  thirteen  thousand  souls.  Father  I’ierron  w.is  sent  into 
this  field  in  :673.  but  had  been  rei  ailed  when  the  emb.i'-v 
of  [,,i  .Mcitte  visited  the  tribe. 
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the  20th  I heard,  Iruin  the  l)anks  above 
uliere  we  were,  the  voice  of  the  Sieur  de  l.i 
Salle,  who  had  arrived  from  Fort  Frontenac 
in  a lar^e  vessel.”  'I’hus  the  ecclesiastic  re- 
cords one  stage  in  the  wide  wandering.-^  of 
remarkable  man.  Robert  Cavalier  de  la 
Salle  was  a native  of  Rouen,  and  belonged  to  a fami- 
U in  good  social  standing.  He  was  educatetl  in  a Jesuit 
seminarv,  and  in  1667,  when  but  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
emigrated  to  Canada.  He  had  become  possessed  with 
tlie  belief  that  China  might  be  reached  by  voyaging  west- 
ward through  the  mighty  lake  and  river  system  of  North 
America,  which  the  French  pioneers  had  already  exten- 
sively exi)lored  ; and  was  so  enthusiastic  on  the  subject 
that  his  neighbors  mockingly  called  his  place  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  La  Chine  (China  , the  name  ever  since  borne 
by  the  ra|)ids  at  the  head  of  which  he  lived.  Courcelles, 
the  governor  of  New  France,  as  the  French  called  their 
American  possessions,  was  disj)osed  to  share  La  Salle's 
( onvictions,  and  encouraged  him  to  test  them  by  a west- 
ward expedition,  on  which  he  embarked  in  the  summer 
of  1669,  accompanied  by  two  Montreal  priests,  Dollier 
and  Gallinee.  The  explorers  expected  in  their  tour  to 
visit  “ divers  Indian  nations,  situated  along  a great  river 
tailed  by  the  Iroqucis  Ohio,  and  by  the  Ottawas  Missis- 
.0//’/.”  Traversing  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake  Ontario 
in  canoes,  they  visited  the  Senecas  in  the  Genesee  valley, 
rea(  hed  the  Niagara,  and  ga/ed  upon  the  great  cataract. 
Illness  obliged  La  Salle  to  return  to  Montreal  ; but  his 
clerical  comrades,  remaining,  explored  the  region  betw  een 
the  lakes,  and  took  possession  of  it  for  France  and  the 
church,  planting  the  royal  arms  in  token  thereof. 

La  Salle,  thwarted  in  his  original  project,  repaired  to 
the  French  court,  bearing  the  endorsement  of  Count  Fron- 
tenac, then  governor  of  New  France,  as  “the  most  cajia- 
ble  for  all  the  enterprises  of  discovery  and  obtained 
letters  i»atent  from  Louis  XI\b  authorizing  him  to  e.\|jlore 
the  western  iiortion  of  the  vast  territory  claimed  bv  the 
l-'rench  in  .\uierica.  “We  have  consented  to  this  pro- 
po^al  more  w illingly,”  say>  the  Grand  Monarch,  “ because 
there  is  nothing  that  we  have  more  at  heart  than  the  dis- 
co\fry  of  this  country,  through  which  it  is  probable  that 
,!  pi^'.ige  maybe  found  to  Mexico."  La  .'>alle  (;btained 
Mther  t.r.orx  from  the  King,  im  hiding  the  rank  of  nobili- 
iv.aud  returned  to  .\meri(  a to  prosecute  his  new  .ind 
gr.md  heme  of  explor.uion,  believing  he  < ould  find, 
:rtsiu-!i  ihe  .\lis>i>Mppi  .ind  the  t'.iiif  of  Mexiiai.  a belter 
I'leoe  ;i!' ( Diiimunit  .ition  w ith  F.urop>;  th.in  that  through 
the-  hikes  .md  the  St.  L.iwiem  e-  T\eo  hundred  wars 
l.ite  r tuuiid  a ( oinniiltee  ol  the  I nited  St, ites  Senate  pon- 
d-ring on  this  x.uue  i'lea,  balancing  the  nhitiw  adv.iu- 
' ..e-'  -It  ih-,'  l.ikes  ,ind  the-  M i"-isMpiii  ,i>  an  outlet  for  the 


products  of  the  northwest  ; as  a result,  hundreeLof  t'o,  . 
sands  of  dollars  were  apj-ropriated  for  the  iin)ir'.' cuu  n: 
of  the  latter,  showing  the  nation’s  faith  in  the  comm-  r i d 
capacity  of  the  mighty  stream  whose  lower  cour'c  w.i^ 
be  explored  by  the  adventurous  Frem  hman  now  arri\  ing 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara.  The  authority  on  La  Salle’s 
ad\ent  here  in  1679,  relied  on  by  all  historians  of  this 
series  of  events,  is  the  n.irrative  of  Father  Hennc]un,  from 
w hi(  h we  have  already  (jiioted.  W e cannot  do  better 
than  to  copy  his  account,  as  translated  from  the  best 
French  edition  by  .Mr.  ( ).  H.  Marshall,  of  Buffalo.  W'e 
continue  it  from  the  opening  sentence  of  this  chapter  ; 

“ He  brought  provisions  and  rigging  neces>ar\-  for  the 
vessel  he  intended  building  above  the  great  fall  of  Niag- 
ara, near  the  entrance  into  Lake  Erie.  But  by  a strange 
misfortune  that  vessel  was  lost,  through  fault  of  the  two 
pilots,  who  disagreed  as  to  the  course.  The  vessel  was 
wrecked  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  two 
leagues  from  Niagara.  The  sailors  have  named  the  place 
the  Mad  Cape.  The  anchors  and  cables  were  saved,  but 
the  goods  and  bark  canoes  w ere  lost.  Such  ad\  crsities 
would  have  caused  the  enterprise  to  be  abandoned  bv 
any  but  those  who  had  formed  the  noble  design  of  a new 
discovery. 

“ The  Sieur  de  la  Salle  informed  us  that  he  had  been 
among  the  Iroquois  .Senecas  before  the  loss  of  his  vessel; 
that  he  had  succeeded  so  well  in  conciliating  them  that 
they  mentioned  with  pleasure  our  embassy,  * * * 
even  consented  to  the  prosecution  of  our  undertaking.  'Lhis 
agreement  was  of  short  duration,  for  certain  jiersons  op- 
posed our  designs  in  every  possible  way.and  instilled  jeal- 
ousies into  the  minds  of  the  Iroquois.  The  fort,  neverthe- 
less, which  we  were  building  at  Niagara,  continued  to  ad- 
vance. But  finally  the  secret  intlucnces  against  us  were  so 
great  that  the  fort  became  an  object  of  suspicion  to  the 
savages,  and  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  its  construc- 
tion for  a time,  and  content  ourselves  w ith  buildinga  habi- 
tation. surrounded  with  palisades. 

“On  the  22d  we  went  two  leagues  above  the  great  falls 
of  Niagara,  and  built  some  stocks  [at  the  mouth  of  Cav- 
uga  creek]  on  w hich  to  erect  the  vessel  we  needed  for  our 
voyage.  M e could  not  have  built  it  in  a more  convenient 
place,  being  near  a river  which  em['ties  into  the  strait 
which  is  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  great  falls.  In  all 
my  travels  back  and  forth  I alwavs  carried  my  jiortable 
( hapel  upon  my  shoulders.  ( >n  the  26th,  the  keel  of  the 
vessel  and  other  pieces  beim;  ready,  the  Sieur  de  la  Salk- 
sent  the  master  carpenter,  named  .Movsc,  to  rei'uest  me 
to  drive  the  first  bolt.  But  the  modesty  a.ppropriate  to 
mv  religious  profession  induced  me  to  decline  the  honor, 
lie  then  promised  ten  louis  d’or  for  that  tir>:  bc.-lt,  t-> 
stimul.ite  the  master  c.irpenter  to  .uUance  the  work. 

■■  I Miring  tin-  whole  winter,  w hi-  h i->  n-'t  half  a>  severe 
in  this  countrv  as  in  C'anad.i.  we  einploved  in  baildi;  _ 
b.irk  hul one  ol  tile  t u o -.i\ ay; --  - -i  iliew  '"  e 
we  had  eng.iged  ii>r  hunii.pe  deer.  I ii..(l  . -.e 
i.ilk  lle^igned  for  obseisiue  pr.i\ei>  on  holid.U'.  .iin!  M;n- 
da\s.  M.iny  of  our  people  knew  the  Gregoii.in  < h.ini. 
and  the  le-'i  h.ul  -oiiie  i-.oi'  of  n by  rot'.  |t'irc,_"ri  — 
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music  \\as  i^iscn  liy  pnicticed  European  tenors,  with  tlie  1 
trenietulous  liass  of  NLaj^ara. — Hrihllitiui\.  I 

“ 'I'he  -Sieiir  <le  ia  Salle  left  in  command  of  our  ship 
yard  one  Tonti,  an  Italian  by  birth,  who  had  come  to  j 
France  after  the  revolution  in  Naples,  in  which  his  father 
was  engaged.  Pressing  business  comiielled  the  former  to 
return  to  Fort  Frontenac,  and  I conducted  him  to  the 
border  of  Lake  Ontario,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Niag- 
.ira.  While  there  he  pretended  to  mark  out  a house  for 
the  blacksmith  which  had  been  promised  for  the  conven- 
ience of  the  Iro(iuois.  I cannot  blame  the  lro(iuois  tor 
not  believing  all  that  had  been  promised  them  at  the  em- 
bassy of  the  Sieur  de  !a  Motte.  Finally  the  Sieur  de  la 
Salle  undertook  his  expedition  over  the  snow,  and  thus 
accomplished  more  than  eighty  leagues.  He  had  no  food 
cxcei)t  a small  bag  of  roasted  corn,  and  even  that  had 
failed  him  two  days’  journey  from  the  fort.  Neverthe- 
less he  arrived  safely,  with  two  men  and  a dog  which 
drew  his  baggage  on  the  ice. 

“ Returning  to  our  ship-yard,  we  learned  that  most  of 
the  Iro([uois  had  gone  to  war  beyond  Lake  Erie  while 
our  vessel  was  being  built.  Although  those  that  remained 
were  less  violent,  by  reason  of  their  diminished  number^, 
still  they  did  not  cease  from  coming  often  to  our  ship- 
yard, and  testifying  their  dissatisfaction  at  our  doings.  | 

•Some  time  after,  one  of  them,  pretending  to  be  drunk,  at-  ^ 
tempted  to  kill  our  blacksmith  ; but  the  resistance  which 
he  met  with  from  the  smith,  who  was  named  La  Forge, 
and  who  wielded  a red-hot  bar  of  iron,  repulsed  him,  and, 
together  with  a reprimand  which  I gave  the  villain,  com- 
pelled him  to  desist.  Some  days  after,  a scjuaw  advised 
us  that  the  Senecas  were  about  to  set  tire  to  our  vessel 
on  the  stocks,  and  they  would,  without  doubt,  have  ef- 
fected their  object  had  not  a very  strict  watch  been  kept.  ' 
These  freijiient  alarms,  the  fear  of  the  failure  of  pro- 
visions, on  ac(  ount  of  the  loss  of  the  large  vessel  from  ' 
Fort  Frontenac  and  the  refusal  of  the  Senecas  to  sell  us 
Indian  corn,  discouraged  our  carpenters.  They  were 
moreover  enticed  by  a worthless  fellow,  who  often  at-  ■ 
tempted  to  desert  to  New  York,  a place  which  is  inhabited  j 
by  the  Dutch,  who  have  succeeded  the  Swedes.  This  ' 
dishonest  fellow  would  have  undoubtedly  been  successful 
with  our  workmen  had  1 not  encouraged  them  by  exhor- 
tations on  holidavs  and  Sundays  after  divine  service.  1 ' 

told  them  that  our  enterprise  had  sole  reference  to  the 
|)romotion  of  the  glory  of  (lod  and  the  welfare  of  our 
(.'hristian  colonies.  Thus  I stimulated  them  to  work 
more  diligentlv  in  order  to  deliver  us  from  all  these  ap-  1 
prehensions. 

“ In  the  meantime,  the  two  savages  of  the  wolf  tribe 
whom  we  had  engaged  in  our  service  followed  the  chase, 
and  furnished  us  w itn  roe-bui  k and  other  kinds  of  deer 
tor  v)ur  subsi'.tenre  ; by  riui^on  of  which  our  w orkmen 
took  I'our.ige,  <ind  applied  th.cmselves  to  their  busine.''S 
with  more  ;;''^idulty.  (>ur  vo-el  was  c rmsequentlv  soon 
m a ( onilition  to  be  launched,  w hi(  h was  done  after  hav  - 
ing been  blcs'-e<I  according  to  our  ( hutch  of  Rome.  W'e 
were  in  h.isle  to  get  it  afloat,  although  not  fini-'licd.  that 
we  might  g,ii.ird  it  mote  -cc  'irdv  Iromthe  llire.itened  iiic. 


This  vessel  was  named  the  ‘(Iriffin,’  in  allusion  to  il.'- 
arms  of  the  Count  de  Frontenac,  which  have  two  gntfir.^ 
for  their  supports.  For  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  had  often 
said  of  this  vessel  that  he  would  make  the  griffin  tly  above 
the  crow.  W’e  fired  three  guns,  then  sang  the  7>  Dcti/n, 
which  was  followed  by  many  cries  of  joy. 

“d'he  Irocpiois  who  hapjcencd  to  be  present  partook  of 
our  joy  and  witnessed  our  rejoicing,  ^\'e  gave  them  some- 
brandy  to  drink,  as  well  as  to  all  our  men,  who  ->lung 
their  hammocks  under  the  deck  of  the  vessel  to  sleep  in 
greater  security.  W'e  then  left  our  bark  huts,  to  lodge 
where  we  were  protected  from  the  insults  of  the  ravages. 

“ The  IroijLiois  hav  ing  returned  from  their  beav  er  hunt, 
were  extremely  surprised  to  see  our  shi[>.  They  said  we 
were  the  Ot-kon,  which  means  in  their  language  penetrat- 
ing minds.  They  could  not  understand  how  we  had 
built  so  large  a vessel  in  so  short  a time,  although  it  was 
but  sixty  tons  burthen.  W'e  might  have  called  it  a moving 
fort,  for  it  caused  all  the  savages  to  tremble  who  liv  ed 
within  a space  of  more  than  five  hundred  leagues  along 
the  rivers  and  great  lakes.” 

Hennepin,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  Seneca  hunters, 
next  [laddled  up  the  river  to  Lake  Erie  in  a canoe,  taking- 
soundings  and  testing  the  strength  of  the  current;  and  re- 
turned reporting  the  jvassage  entirely  practicable  for  the 
new  vessel.  One  more  preparatory  journey  the  enter- 
jjrising  priest  had  to  make,  namely  to  Fort  Frontenac.  to 
engage  two  of  his  fellow  ecclesiastics  to  labor  with  him 
in  the  West.  The  tour  of  Lake  Ontario  was  made  in  a 
bark  in  which  a trader  named  La  Foret  had  come  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Niagara  with  a stock  of  Indian  goods.  On 
the  departure  of  the  vessel  fifteen  or  sixteen  squaws  from 
the  Genesee  villages  took  passage,  expecting  a much 
more  easy  and  agreeable  journey  home  than  the  toilsome 
tramp  through  the  forests;  but,  “as  they  were  un.accus- 
tomed  to  travel  in  this  manner,  the  motion  of  the  vessel 
catised  them  great  qualms  at  the  stomach,”  and  allharuL 
wished  they  had  gone  overland.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
Genesee,  Flennepin  relates,  “ Sieur  de  la  Foret  traded 
brandy  for  beaver  skins.  This  traffic  in  strong  drink  was 
not  agreeable  to  me,  btr  if  the  savages  drink  ever  so  little 
they  are  more  to  be  dreaded  than  madmen.”  Having 
reached  Fort  Frontenac,  and  associated  with  him  F'ather 
Gabriel  de  la  Ribotirde  and  Zenobe  Mambre,  Henne]un 
in  a,  few  days  embarked  for  the  return  in  a trading  cr.ut. 
which  stop[)ed  for  traffic  with  the  Indians  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Oswego  river;  tarrying  so  long  that  the  priests  built  .1 
little  chapel  of  liark  “half  a league  in  the  wood.-'.''  wlu-rr 
thev  avoided  disturbance  by  the  crowds  of  savages  who 
gathered  at  the  water-side  “ to  see  our  brigantine,  .u 
w hich  they  greatly  womlercd.  as  well  as  to  trade  for  pow- 
der. guns,  knives,  lead,  but  especially  brandy,  for  vvh:<  ii 
they  are  very  greedy." 

Thus  delaved,  the  pa  rev  did  not  re.tch  the  Ni.;_-- 
until  the  goth  oi  I'uly.  ' >n  the  gth  of  .\ugus;  IL  . iii  ; i- 
,md  .1  sergeant  named  La  Fleur  visited  the  i oN.  . ;,d: 
proceeded  to  the  ship-yard  above.  The  “(iriifin”  me. 111- 
while  luul  been  moved  up  the  rivir.  to  within  .1  Ic.igiie  oi 
1 ike  Fne.  ,md  I b iiik  pm  ,md  In  - • > unp.mion  ImII'  .a  i o 
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“a  hark  canoe,  half  rotten  and  without  i)addles,”  whic  h 
the\'  found  in  place  of  the  larger  craft,  and  dev  ised  means 
to  navi;^.!te.  “ Our  arrival  was  welcomed  with  jo\'.  ” sa\>. 
the  c lerical  annalist.  “We  found  tire  vessel  perfec  tl\ 
e juippccl  w ith  sails,  masts,  and  everythiiiLj  nec  essary  lor 
navigation,  ^\'e  found  <>n  board  live  small  cannon,  two 
of  w hic  h were  brass,  besides  two  or  three  arcpiebuses.  A 
spread  griffin  adorned  the  [>row,  surmounted  by  an  eat;le. 
There  were  also  all  the  ordinary  ornaments  which  usually 
adorn  ships  of  war.*  * * 

“<»n  the  ibth  and  17th  we  returned  to  the  banks  of 
I.ake  Ontario,  and  ascended  with  the  bark  we  had  brought 
from  Fort  Frontenac  as  far  as  the  great  rock  of  the  river 
Niagara.  W'e  there  cast  anchor  at  the  foot  of  the  three 
mountains  where  we  we.'e  obliged  to  make  the  portage 
caused  by  the  great  falls  of  Niagara,  which  interrupt  the 
navigation.  Father  Gabriel,  who  was  si.\ty-four  years  old? 
underwent  all  the  fatigues  of  this  voyage,  and  a.scended  | 

and  descended  three  times  tiie  three  mountains  [the  1 

terraces  of  the  mountain  ridge  at  Lewiston],  which  are  ' 
very  high  and  steep  at  the  place  where  the  portage  is 
made.  Our  people  made  many  trips  to  carry  the  pro-  ' 
visions,  munitions  of  war,  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
vessel,  d'he  voyage  was  painful  in  the  e.xtreme,  because 
there  were  two  long  leagues  of  road  each  way.  It  took 
four  men  to  carry  our  largest  anchor,  but  brandy  being 
given  to  cheer  them  the  work  was  soon  .accomplished, 
and  we  all  returned  together  to  the  mouth  of  Lake  | 
Erie.*  * * 

“We  endeavored  several  times  to  ascend  the  current 
of  the  strait  into  Lake  Erie,  but  the  wind  was  not  yet 
strong  enough.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to  wait  until 
it  should  be  more  favorable.  During  the  detention  the 
Sieur  de  la  Salle  [who,  leaving  Fort  Frontenac,  had 
coasted  along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  in  a 
canoe,  and  arrived  on  the  Niagara  after  another  tour  of 
the  Seneca  v illages]  ernployed  our  men  in  pre[)aring  some 
ground  on  the  western  side  of  the  strait  of  Niagara,  where 
we  jilanted  some  vegetables  for  the  use  of  those  who 
should  come  to  live  in  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing up  a communication  between  the  vessels  [/>.,  should 
have  charge  ot  the  portage],  and  maintaining  a corre- 
spondence from  lake  to  lake.  We  found  in  this  place 
some  wild  < hervil  and  garlic  which  grow  spontaneouslv. 

\\'e  left  Father  Melithon  [Watteau,  who  had  joined 
the  I'.irty]  at  the  habitation  we  had  made  above  the  great 
bills  of  Ni.igara,  with  some  overseers  and  workmen.  Our 
men  encamped  on  the  hank  of  the  river,  that  the  lighten- 
ed vessel  might  the  more  easily  ascend  into  the  lake. 

'A  e < elebrated  di\  ine  service  on  hoard  everv  day,  and  our 
people  who  rem. lined  on  kind  could  hear  the  sermon  on 
hohii.ivs  and  Sumlav  s.“ 

,\i  length  a wind  sprung  up  “strong  from  the  north- 
.ind  the  "toiliin."  bearing  a companv  of  thirtv- 
:o;ir  oiTsons,  all  Frem  hmen  but  I'onti,  essaved  the 
entr.im  e ot  Lake  Erie,  whii  h w.is  only  gained  bv  th.e  aid 
ol  tov,  lines  troin  the  shore.  ()nce  more  hear  I'ather 
I ! ennepin  : 

“ 'd  e set  s.iil  on  the  ;th  of  .\ugusi,  1670,  steering  west 


southwest.  .After  having  chanted  the  71'  Deum,  we  fired 
all  the  cannon  and  ar>piebuses  in  presence  of  many  Iro- 
ipiois  warriors,  who  had  brought  captives  from  Tintonhii. 
that  is  to  say,  from  the  ‘jieople  of  the  prairies,’  who  live 
more  than  four  hundred  leagues  from  their  cantons.  We 
heard  these  savages  exclaim,  ‘ Gannoron  I’  in  testimony 
of  their  wonder." 

If  we  were  among  these  astonished  savages,  and  could 
follow  with  ])roi)hetic  eye  the  course  of  this  first  sailing 
vessel  above  the  great  cataract,  as  it  sinks  from  sight  over 
the  blue  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  we  should  see  trouble  and 
disaster  lying  in  wait  for  the  pioneer  bark  and  its  san- 
guine crew.  The  outward  voyage  ended  at  Green  Lav. 
in  Lake  .Michigan,  or  Illinois,  as  it  was  then  called.  'I'he 
“ Griffin  ” was  there  freighted  with  furs,  and  with  a crew 
of  six  men  set  out  for  the  Niagara.  No  trace  of  crew, 
vessel  or  cargo  was  ever  obtained,  unless  some  cannon, 
with  a French  inscription,  and  wrought  iron,  including  an 
anchor,  which  are  said  to  have  been  found  early  in  this 
century  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  belonged  to 
the  ill-fated  craft.  No  other  wreck  is  known  to  have 
occurred  in  this  quarter  so  early  as  the  discoverv  of  these 
relics,  but  La  Salle  was  assured  by  those  whom  he  sent 
in  search  of  the  missing  craft  that  it  did  not  return  to  the 
straits  of  Mackinaw,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Michigan  : 
ana  the  Indians  between  lakes  Huron  and  Erie  never 
saw  it  repass  the  waters  of  St.  Clair,  although  the  unluckv 
bark  was  seen  at  anchor  near  the  north  end  of  Lake 
Michigan  after  its  departure  from  Green  Bay. 

.\fter  the  loss  of  the  " Griffin  " La  Salle  built  a trading 
post  at  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  another  on  the 
Illinois  river,  from  which  he  returned  on  foot  to  Fort 
Fontenac,  with  but  two  comjianions  and  what  [<rovisions 
his  ritle  brought  him.  Repairing  again  to  his  western 
jiosts  early  in  1682,  he  descended  the  Mississippi  to  its 
mouth.  He  next  returned  to  France,  whence  in  16S4 
he  sailed  for  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  direct,  with  a 
number  of  ships  and  several  hundred  men.  to  found  a 
colony.  The  fleet  missed  its  destination,  and  returned 
to  France,  after  the  storeship  had  been  wrecked  on  the 
coast  of  Texas  ; leaving  La  Salle  with  a little  conqianv  of 
malcontents,  embittered  by  their  misfortunes  and  hating 
him  as  the  cause.  With  sixteen  of  them  he  started  for 
(fanada,  after  a fruitless  search  for  gold  in  New  Mexico, 
but  was  assassinated  before  he  had  reached  the  present 
boundary  of  Texas.  .\s  to  the  locality  of  LaSalle’s  ship- 
vard  we  cannot  do  better  than  print  the  following  remarks, 
submitted  by  Captain  James  Yan  Cleve.  of  Lewiston  ; 

“.As  there  are  differences  of  ojiinion  among  historians 
and  others  as  to  the  locality  where  La  Salle  built  the  bark 
‘Griffin,’  the  following  brief  local  historical  facts  are 
given  to  show  conclusively  that  she  was  built  within  Ni- 
agara county. 

“ /'’//•'■/,  La  .^alle  savs  he  landed  at  the  ‘ three  rnoun- 
lains  I Lewi.ston|.’  've"i  on  fnot  to  thegreai  f.iiL  n.l  ■ 

1 eeded  on  to  a creek  two  leagues  1]  miles  aixave  iIk  tali^. 
where  he  erected  some  c abins  and  shops  and  built  tlte 
bark  ‘ Griffin.’ 

“ .A,  O’//,.'',  Denom  ille  w ho  w as  the  Freni'h.  go\  ern"r) 
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s;iys  in  his  proclamation  dated  July  31,  1687,  that  l.a 
Salle  spent  several  years  on  the  east  side  of  the  Niagara 
ri\'er,  tsvo  leagues  above  the  great  falls,  where  he  built  a 
bark  the  ‘Griffin  ' of  which  the  stocks  were  then  stand- 
ing. 

“ Third,  Joshua  Fairbanks,  late  of  Lewiston,  who  first 
settled  in  Queenston  in  1793  before  Lewiston,  as  such, 
was  known),  was  well  acquainted  with  an  old  French  offi- 
cer who  came  to  Canada  and  Fort  Niagara  as  a young 
lieutenant  with  French  troops,  and  freiiuently  told  Mr. 
Fairbanks  that  his  coming  to  Canada  was  only  fifty  years 
behind  the  building  of  the  bark  ‘ Griffin  ’ by  La  Salle, 
and  that  traces  of  the  old  ship-yard  at  Cayuga  creek  were 
visible  : that  old  spikes  and  other  articles  of  rusted  iron 
were  frequently  found,  and  that  the  jilace  was  notorious 
among  Indians  as  the  place  where  the  ‘big  canoe’  or 
‘ Griffin  ’ was  built. 

“(After  the  death  of  the  old  French  officer,  in  1794, 
his  effects  were  sold  at ‘vendue.’  Among  them  was  a 
very  beautiful  chess  and  backgammon  board,  inlaid  with 
Ebony  and  ivory,  which  Mr.  Fairbanks  bought  and  which 
is  now  in  the  jiossession  of  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  James 
Van  Cleve,  of  I.ewiston. 

“ Fourth,  Mrs.  Eli  Reynolds,  now  ( 1S78  residing  at 
Niagara  Falls,  aged  85  years,  says  her  father,  who  settled 
near  Cayuga  creek  in  1808,  was  well  acquainted  with  an 
old  shi{)-carpenter,  named  Smith,  who  had  some  years  be- 
fore located  his  ship-yard  upon  ground  where  evidences 
appeared  that  vessels  had  been  built  long  before,  such  as 
rusted  remains  of  iron  and  various  forms  of  chip  mould, 
visible  under  the  surface  of  the  ground  ; and  that  tra- 
dition among  the  old  Indians  was  that  the  ‘ big  canoe  ’ 
[‘ Griffin ’J  was  built  there.  The  location  of  the  old 
ship-yard  is  about  half  way  between  the  mouth  of  Cayuga 
creek  and  the  head  of  Cayuga  Island,  upon  land  now 
known  as  the  Angevine  farm. 

“ Many  other  facts  and  traditions  might  be  given  to 
show  that  Niagara  county  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing the  first  vessel  built  upon  her  soil  that  navigated  the 
lakes  above  Niagara  Falls,  but  they  are  deemed  unneces- 
sary.” The  other  operations  of  La  Salle’s  company,  as 
narrated  by  l ather  Hennepin,  were  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  ; and  if  in  all  their  going  to  and  coming  from 
the  ship-yard  they  had  had  to  cross  the  river  Hennepin 
would  certainly  hav  e mentioned  it. 

Thus  was  inaugurated  in  this  quarter  the  domination 
of  the  French,  which  marked  one  of  the  most  important 
eras  in  the  early  h.istory  of  .America.  .\  little  more  than 
three  (piarters  of  a century  later,  France  held  every  point 
of  advantage  commanding  tlie  communication  between 
the  lakes  and  the  great  rivers  of  the  West,  anti  possessed 
a controlling  inlluence  over  all  the  Western  tribes.  The 
toil  anti  tlaring  by  wliich  this  eminent  position  was  gained 
are  well  illustrated  in  this  chapter.  The  boldness  and 
versatility  ot  the  e.\plorers,  the  tlevotion  of  the  ecclesias- 
tics, and  the  Imrtlihootl  of  the  l.diorers  in  lower  ranks  are 
as  plain  t'>  the  re.ider  as  to  the  author  in  the  lucid  narra- 
tive of  Father  Hennepin,  and  need  h.irdly  a comment, 
i'he  deeds  ol  th.e  founders  of  .New  Fr.ince,  so  important 
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a portion  of  which  was  performed  within  the  western  bor- 
ders of  Niagara  county,  were  worthy  of  the  great  lakes, 
the  boundless  forests  and  prairies,  and  the  mighty  rivers 
that  formed  the  splendid  arena  on  which  they  were 
enacted. 


CHAPTER  VI 


N'1.-VG.-V.R.\  .\N1)  T.HH  INDl.AN  IK.Vtlt THK  KIVAIKV  nI' 

THE  EREXCH  .VNU  E.MiUSH. 


H E Fre’nch  were  now  established  on  the  upper 
lakes,  and  in  friendly  relations  with  several 
Indian  tribes,  including  the  Illinois,  Miainis, 


Hurons  and  Ottawas,  with  w horn  they  carried 
5‘‘<>^on  a trade  which  was  their  most  important  interest  in 
^7^’'America,  e.\.changing  firearms,  ammunition,  blankets 
^ and  brandy  for  furs,  chiefly  beaver,  to  great  advan- 
tage. The  establishment  of  their  posts  on  the  Niagara 
guarded  transportation  along  that  stream,  and  they  seemed 
prepared  to  achieve  a career  of  brilliant  prosperitv.  .'^uch 
might  have  been  their  good  fortune  but  for  a war  with 
the  Iroquois  in  which  they  now  became  involved,  and 
which  proved  e.xtremely  disastrous  to  both  belligerents. 

The  English  had  built  up  a similar  trade  among  the 
Five  Nations,  which  both  parties  found  it  for  their  inter- 
est to  promote  and  develop;  but  the  territory  of  New 
A’ork  afforded  limited  resources  for  the  trapper,  as  com- 
pared with  the  boundless  wilds  of  the  Northwest,  whence 
the  French  drew  their  harvest  of  furs.  The  great  Indian 
confederacy  was  now  at  the  height  of  its  power,  and  its 
warriors,  stimulated  by  a prospect  of  gain,  as  well  as  bv 
the  fondness  for  war  and  the  lust  of  conquest  which 
always  animated  them,  determined  to  overcome  the  dans 
of  the  prairies  and  the  greater  lakes,  and  possess  them- 
selves of  the  fountain  of  wealth  now  tapped  by  the  French, 
but  which  would  in  the  event  of  their  succe.'S  be  diverted 
to  the  English.  The  prosecution  of  this  scheme  must  in- 
evitably, soon  or  late,  have  driven  the  French  to  arm>: 
but  the  Irotiuois,  contemptuous  of  the  power  of  Onontio. 
as  they  called  the  governor  of  New  France,  whoever  he 
might  be,  needlessly  precipitated  the  conflict.  Earlv  in 
1684  a war  party  of  the  Senecas  and  Cayugas,  on  a cam- 
paign against  the  Illinois,  which  in  the  scale  of  di-'t-inces 
traversed  belittles  Sherman’s  famous  “march  to  the>ea." 
attacked  the  garrison  of  the  post  which  7. a Salle  had 
l>lanted  on  the  Illinois  river,  after  seizing  seven  canoc' 
loaded  with  valuable  goods  which  the  French  governor. 
De  la  Harre,  had  e.xpected  to  dispose  of  on  the  Mi->is- 
sippi.  7’here  was  now  no  alternative  left  but  war:  ba; 
the  power  of  La  Harre  was  inadequate  to  avenge  hi> 
juries,  ami  an  expeclitii.m  which  he  led  a.,.;in't  t;:e  !r  - 
quois  got  no  further  into  their  coiimrv  th.o'.  tlv 
of  (')swegc  county,  where  a parley  was  held  with  t'le'.r 
chiefs  and  a disgraceful  truce  effected,  the  Indians  talse'.v 
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promising  to  make  reparation  for  the  plunder  ot  the 
canoes,  hut  refusing  to  grant  peace  to  thefr  western  ene- 
iiiie-.,  tlie  allies  of  the  Krenth.  De  la  IJarre  was  recalle<l 
to  France,  and  the  Marciiiis  de  Denonville  appointed  to 
succeed  him. 

The  situation  and  the  demands  of  the  hour  were  about 
this  time  summed  up  as  follows,  in  an  official  communi- 
cation laid  before  the  French  King  : 

“The  Iroquois  Indians  have,  from  all  time,  waged  a 
. rue!  war  against  all  the  other  Indians  of  the  country 
called  Canada.  Since  the  Dutch  first,  and  the  F.nglish 
afterwards,  held  Manatte  [Manhattan — New  York]  and 
Orange  [.Vlbany],  which  adjoin  the  hamlets  and  villa- 
ges of  the  said  Iro(|uois,  these  liave  been  excessively 
urged  thereto  by  those  Dutch  and  English,  who  clearly 
foresaw  that  they  would  become  masters  of  the  whole  of 
the  hunting  of  the  countr\-  should  the  Iroijuois  destroy 
all  the  other  tribes,  and  thereby  gain  a great  trade  and 
ruin  that  of  Quebec.  'I'he  English  have  spared  nothing 
to  ai-complish  that  object.  They  have  supplied  those 
Iroquois  with  merchandise,  and  particularly  with  arms 
and  powder,  nearly  at  European  prices;  have  given  feasts 
and  presents  to  their  chiefs,  and  sometimes  to  the  entire 
nation;  and  have  finally  succeeded,  because,  the  colony  of 
(Quebec  and  New  France  being  formerly  governed  by 
companies,  these  gave  themselves  very  little  trouble  about 
the  good  or  evil  which  might  eventually  result  to  the 
colony. 

“ Now  that  things  are  changed  by  the  favor  of  God, 
and  the  King  takes  care  of  that  countrj , it  appears  very 
easy  to  return  the  compliment  to  those  English  if,  as 
there  is  reason  to  hope,  his  Majesty’s  arms  are  victorious 
over  the  Iro(iuois,  and  these  are  reduced;  particularly,  by 
erecting  a fort  at  Niagara,  with  a strong  garrison  for  the 
protection  of  the  settlers,  who  will  establish  themselves 
there  in  order  to  clear  the  land,  which  is  most  excellent, 
and  to  carry  on  the  trade  in  furs  with  the  said  Iroquois 
Indians,  who  do  all  their  hunting  on  the  lands  belonging 
to  the  King’s  domain.  The  English  will  thus  be  deprived 
of  a trade  in  peltries  amounting  to  four  hundred  thousand 
livres  yearly,  which  will  be  very  beneficial  to  the  French 
< olony.  All  the  inhabitants  of  said  Niagara  will  pay  to 
the  revenue  of  his  Majesty’s  domain  the  duty  of  one- 
fourth  of  the  beavers,  and  one-tenth  of  the  moose,  the 
^.^me  as  at  Quebec.  This  will  Increase  by  a large  sum 
the  King’s  revenue  in  said  country,  and  should  his 
M.'ijesty  think  fit  to  lease  it  to  a private  person  when  the 
■'.ud  Iroquois  are  ])acified,  inasmuch  as  the  establishment 
oi  thes.iid  Niagara  must  be  considered  a newly  discovered 
I ountry,  persons  will  be  found  who  will  give  a consider- 
.ible  sum  lor  the  privilege  of  receiving  the  duties  on  the 
be.iwr  .ind  moose  which  will  be  exported  from  said 
Ni.igara” 

Denotu  ille  further  urged  similar  considerations  upon 
the  Freiu  h go\ eminent,  w riting  as  follows  under  date  of 

quiebec  Sill  .Nlav  iCS6  ; " 

'■  I am  satisfied  the  Iroquois  heartily  desire  peace  now 
that  they  see  troops,  but  I do  not  at  all  believe  that  thev 
''•ll•■ent  lu  abandon  ,dl  future  hostilities  against  the  other 


tribes,  our  allies.  Therefore,  there  remains  not  a doubt 
of  the  necessity  of  placing  ourselves  in  a condition  to 
humble  them.  'I'he  establishment  of  a very  strong  post 
at  Niagara  would,  in  my  o[)inion,  be  the  most  elteclu.d 
means  to  accomplish  that  object. 

“'I'he  mode  observed  by  the  English  w ith  the  Iroquois, 
when  desirous  to  form  an  establishment  in  their  neighbor- 
hood, has  been  to  make  presents  for  tlie  purchase  of  the 
fee  and  projterty  of  the  land  they  would  occu])y.  What  1 
consider  most  certain  is,  that  whether  we  do  so  or  hav  e 
war  or  peace  w ith  them,  they  will  not  suffer,  except  most 
unwillingly,  the  construction  of  a fevrt  at  Niagara,  where- 
by we  would  secure  to  ourselves  the  communication  of 
the  two  lakes,  and  become  masters  of  the  [lassage  b\ 
which  the  Senecas  go  after  j)eltries,  ha\  ing  none  in  their 
own  country,  and  where  they  rendezvous  when  they  hunt 
for  game,  with  which,  as  well  as  with  all  sorts  of  fish,  this 
country  abounds. 

“That  post  would  be  of  great  advantage  as  a retreat  for 
the  other  nations  who  are  at  war  with  them,  and  who  dare 
not  come  into  their  neighborhood  in  consequence  of 
having  too  far  to  retreat.  This  post  would  keep  them  in 
check  and  in  fear,  especially  were  the  fort  made  sufficient- 
ly large  to  accommodate  a body  of  four  to  five  hundred 
men  to  wage  war  against  them.  It  would  necessitate 
some  e.xpense,as  it  should  be  inclosed  by  ordinarv  palisad- 
ing to  protect  it  from  insult.as  the  garrison  would  not  de- 
rive any  assistance  from  us.*  * * 

“I  am  assured  the  lands  in  that  neighborhood,  which 
is  in  about  the  44tb  degree  of  latitude,  are  vervjine,  high- 
ly productive,  and  easy  of  cultivation.  All  I learn  of  the 
place  confirms  me  in  my  opinion  that  in  three  years,  at 
the  farthest,  the  post  would  support  itself.  Fortifying  it. 
’tis  feared,  will  draw  down  war  on  us  if  you  wish  to  avoid 
it.  But  at  the  same  time  it  is  my  belief  that  the  Senecas, 
on  seeing  us  strongly  established,  would  be  much  more 
docile.’’ 

After  the  fashion  of  the  Roman  senator,  whose  constant 
peroration  was,  “Carthage  must  be  destroyed."  Denon- 
ville reiterates  in  closing:  “ The  whole  world  here  is  con- 
vinced that  the  progress  of  the  faith  among  the  Indian^ 
depends  absolutely  on  humiliating  the  Iroquois." 

A mass  of  documents  ‘besides  those  alreadv  quoted 
might  be  cited  to  show  the  importance  of  Niagara  as  a 
post  commanding  the  Indian  trade,  which  was  from  thi> 
time  a constant  object  of  competition  and  bone  of  con- 
tention between  Canada  and  New  \'ork  for  three  quarter,- 
of  a century.  It  was  officially  reported  to  the  French 
government  that  in  1683,  “ in  addition  to  the  bark,  there 
were  seven  or  eight  canoes  trading  at  the  falls  of  Niagara. 
* * * which  is  ihe  place  where  the  savages  pass  on  their 
return  from  hunting."  It  was  recommendetl  to  Colonel 
Schuyler  in  1720  by  Robert  Livingston  " that  a jirivate 
conference  be  held  with  a sachem  of  each  nation  to 
engage  a {>artyof  their  peo].'!e  to  go  to  ( 'njagnre  [N  ia_,  a 
and  demolisit  that  I'rc-m  h -eltlcment,  and  to  ]irt.ve:i:  ■ 

future  settlements  which  they  may  hereafter  attempt  t-< 
make  ;’’  also  that  there  be  “ encour.igement  giv  en  to  tho-e 
that  will  go  to  the  Sinnekes’  countrv  .and  Dnv  agoro  to 
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sell  what  Indian  goods  they  please  to  th,e  Five  Nations, 
or  the  farr  Indians,  and  moreover  that  some  person  ot 
respect,  tliat  has  inlliience  among  tlie  Indians,  may  he  sent 
with  a consideralile  company  to  die  .Sennekes  country  to 
remain  there  and  keep  the  Indians  steady  to  the  British 
interest  and  defeat  the  siilitle  artifices  of  the  French,” 

“Att  a Private  Conference  held  between  the  Hon  bll 
Coll  I’eter  Schuyler  Esqr  President  of  his  Majesties 
Council  of  New  York  and  two  Saciiims  of  each  of  the  tour 
nations  vizt  the  Ma<piase  oneydes  onnondages  and 
cayouges  in  Albany  ye  ist  of  Sept  1720,”  the  report  rep- 
resents the  Indians  as  saying  that  “ as  the  french  are 
making  a Settlement  at  onjagra  they  are  very  senceable 
it  is  prejudicial  to  them  [the  Indians]  as  iiell  as  to  us 
[the  Flnglish)  and  therefore  are  willing  if  Quider  [Col. 
Schuyler]  will  send  some  of  his  peojile  thither  they  of 
the  five  Nations  will  join  them  and  go  unaniarously  and 
pull  it  Down  but  wee  must  withall  tell  you  that  the  sell- 
ing of  Indian  goods  to  the  french  and  their  Indians  of 
Canada  is  Great  Inducement  for  the  french  to  make  that 
Settlement  and  therefore  we  desire  you  to  stop  that  trade 
and  then  the  french  will  not  have  goods  so  cheap  to  serve 
the  farr  Indians  withall  for  we  are  all  sencible  that  Goods 
can  be  aforded  Cheaper  here  than  at  Canada  and  that 
the  french  knows  very  well  which  makes  them  come 
hither  to  buy  to  supply  the  Indians  with  out  which  the 
far  Indians  would  be  Obliged  to  Come  hither  and  be 
Suplyed.” 

The  report  which  Lawrence  Clawsen  made  of  his  mis- 
sion to  Niagara  in  1720,  and  consultation  with  the  Sene- 
cas,  contains  the  following  paragraphs  : 

“Jean  Coeur  [Joncaire]  the  French  interpreter  in- 
terrupted me  when  I repeated  the  above  Speach  to  the 
Sachims  of  the  Sinnekies  and  young  Captains  and  sayed 
you  endeavour  to  have  the  House  at  Octjagera  [Niagara] 
demolished  only  because  you  are  afraid  that  you  will  not 
get  any  trade  of  this  Nation  and  the  farr  Indians  for 
when  wee  have  and  keep  a house  and  people  there  Wee 
can  stop  all  the  Sinnekies  farr  Indians  but  not  that 
you  are  afraid  that  wee  shall  keep  the  I,and  from  this 
Nation. 

“ Whereon  I made  answer  that  the  French  made  the 
settlement  at  Octjagera  to  encroach  on  the  five  Nations  i 
to  hinder  them  of  their  hunting  and  debarr  them  of  the  ' 
advantage  they  should  reap  by  a Free  jiassage  of  the 
Farr  Indians  through  their  castles  and  in  hopes  to  impose  ^ 
on  the  said  Nations  by  selling  them  Goods  at  an  extrava- 
gant Rate  as  for  a Blanket  of  Strouds  for  S Beavers  a 
White  blanket  6 and  other  Goods  proiiortionably  whereas  1 
they  may  ha\e  them  at  .\lbany  for  half  which  the  said 
Indians  affirmed  to  be  true.”  ^ 

Governor  Burnet,  in  a letter  to  the  English  Lords  of 
'I'rade,  November  20,  1720,  recommended  that  a fort  be 
built  “at  (fchiagara  and  a sufficient  number  of  brisk 
young  men  posted  there  with  I'n.qier  ( tffieers  and  an  in- 
telligent sent able  man  reside  tliere  to  defeat  the  intreague-- 
of  the  Lreneli  .ind  set  ure  and  preserve  the  Fi\e  nations 
to  the  British  interest  am!  likewise  to  keep  the  patli  open 
and  [latent  for  all  the  Far  Indians  to  come  hitIier[to 


Albany)  and  trade  whi(  h would  take  off  a \ast  ([uantity 
ol  goods.” 

'I'he  ho[)Cs  of  the  French  and  the  ajiprchensiou' 
of  the  lenglish  were  justified  ; in  iJ.pS  the  (. ommis- 
I sioners  of  Indian  Affairs  had  to  rejiort  that  the  French 
I fort  at  Niagara  “in  a great  measure  commands  the  In- 
I dian  Trade  from  the  westward,  and  overawes  the  Sin- 
. nekes.”  In  1741  the  governor  of  New  York  a.ssured  the 
Lortls  of  'I'rade  that  he  held  the  Five  Nations  onl\'  by 
presents,  and  it  would  be  “ absolutely  necessary  ” to  take 
' the  fort.  Sir  William  Johnson  wrote  in  1750  that  an 
I acijuaintance  had  “ read  a letter  from  the  Lord  intendani 
of  Quebec  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Niagara,  dated 
' sometime  this  last  summer,  wherein  he  desires  him  to 
* sup[ilyal!  Indians  (who  [lass  in  their  way  to  Oswego)  w ith 
Goods,  at  such  a Price  as  may  induce  them  to  trade  there 
! to  gain  which  jioint  at  the  time,  he  said  the  Lord  Intend- 
, ant  in  his  letter  says,  he  will  not  regard  the  loss  of  20  or 
30,000  Livres  a year  to  the  Crown.  He  also  allow  s said 
j officer  to  supply  said  Indians  with  what  ([uantity  of 
Brandy  or  Rum  they  may  want,  which  was  never  allow  ed 
before,  for  their  Priests  were  ahvays  against  selling  them 
I liquor,  but  finding  li([uor  to  be  one  of  the  principal 
articles,  they  trade  for,  they  are  determined  to  let  them 
have  it  as  they  would  otherwise  go  to  Oswego  for  it  I take 
it  their  view  in  this,  is  as  much  if  not  more,  for  jirevcnt- 
ing  communication  between  us  and  said  Indians,  as  for 
i engrossing  the  trade,  and  in  my  opinion  they  could  not 
ha\e  fallen  upon  a better  scheme  to  accomplish." 

' On  the  hostility  of  the  priests  to  the  sale  of  liquor  to 
the  Indians,  here  mentioned  by  Johnson,  Mr.  Orsamus 
I Turner,  in  his  History  of  Phelps  and  Gorham's  Purchase, 

j makes  the  following  important  statement  ; ” From  the 

first  advent  of  the  French  Franciscan  and  Jesuit  mission- 
aries in  this  region  they  were  the  determined  opposers  of 
the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  among  the  Indians. 

■ They  would  suppress  it  in  the  trading  houses  of  their  own 
countrymen,  and  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  knock  out  the 
heads  of  English  rum  casks.  They  became,  in  some  in- 
stances, martyrs  in  endeavoring  to  suppress  the  tralhc. 
The  first  temperance  essay  the  world  ever  saw,  other  than 
the  precepts  of  the  Bible,  was  written  in  this  region  by  a 
Jesuit  missionary,  and  published  in  Pans.”  Governor 
Golden  wrote  in  1751  that  the  improvement  which  the 
French  were  making  in  the  Niagara  post  would,  if  not 
prevented,  " be  of  great  consequence,  not  only  as  it  will 
keep  the  Six  Nations  at  all  times  in  awe.  but  intercept  all 
the  Indians  to  the  westward  of  it,  and  where  the  Ltreat 
beaver  hunting  is,  in  their  way  to  trade  with  the  Finglish.” 
Sir  William  Johnson  set  the  im[)oriance  of  Niagara  in 
a strong  light  in  a letter  which,  as  illustrating  the  com- 
mercial and  [lolitical  \alue  of  the  post,  was  as  true  of  tiie 
[leiiod  we  have  now  reached  as  it  was  in  1759,  \\iien 
Johnson  u rote.  He  said  ; “The  Reduction  of  Nia4,^ra. 
* * will  be  in  the  light  I view  it  a point  of  inestimable 
aihant.ige  to  the  security  and  welfare  of  t!ie>e  ILs  Ms;  ,- 
i\  ’s  Dominions,  and  it  the  conquest  is  rightiv  imy-'U  .-.1, 
will  throw  such  an  extensive  Indian  Tiade  and  interest, 
(for  they  are  inseparable  into  our  hands,  as  \\  ill  in  m\ 
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opinion  ovorsei  all  those  anibitions  and  Incrative 
M heines  w’nic  li  tlie  hreiu  h have  projecteil  and  in  pursuit 
1 ! wln’i  li  they  were  interrupted  l>y  tlie  present  war  in  thi. 
part  of  the  world.  W'hiRt  the  French  are  in  |)Ossession  of 
N'ia^ara  in  vain  will  our  repossession  of  Osuego,  and  cs- 
lahh-ihing  an  Indian  d’rade  there  enable  us  to  hold  the 
Halaiue  from  them  either  in  Indian  Interest  or  Trade. 
The  manv  nations  of  Westward  Indians  in  comparison 
with  whom  the  Si\  Nations  are  but  a handful!  must  [»ass 
bv  Niagara  in  order  to  come  to  Oswego,  where  the  Frenc  h 
>i()p  them  and  their  goods, secure  them  by  negotiations, and 
engross  tlieir  I’rade.  This  we  felt  for  some  years  before 
the  ^\’ar  began  when  very  few  of  tho^e  Indians  c ame  to 
trade  with  us  to  ('swego,  and  latterly  the  chief  Trade 
there  was  rather  carried  on  with  the  French  than  Indians^ 
Fv  which  means  our  enemies  procured  assortments  and 
sui.jilies  of  floods  from  us  to  support  this  Trade  at  and 
from  Niagara.” 

In  the  sharp  competition  for  the  Indian  trade  of  which 
the  .Niagara  post  was  the  depot,  the  attitude  of  the  Sene- 
cas toward  the  competing  powers  was  a mattei  of  the 
highest  importance.  We  have  already  seen  something  of 
the  intrigues  by  w hich  their  favor  was  sought.  The  fickle- 
ness of  the  race  was  never  more  conspicuous,  and  never 
m.ide  more  profitable  to  them.  For  a brief  and  treach- 
erous adherence  to  either  party  they  were  liberally  sub- 
Nidized.  At  one  time  we  find  their  representatives  prom- 
ising to  help  the  Fmglish  pull  down  the  French  trading 
house  ; and  anon  we  read  of  a F'rench  official  with  “or- 
ders from  the.court  to  join  the  Sieur  de  Joncair  at  Niaga- 
ra, and  go  with  him  and  the  Sieur  de  la  Chauvinerie  to 
the  village  of  the  Sunekec-s,  to  thank  them  by  presents  for 
the  good  will  they  had  shown  to  the  French.”  Then  we 
have  an  Iroquois  speech  maker  demanding  of  Governor 
Dongan  : “What  has  the  father  to  doe  to  e.xainine 

whether  they  [the  Irociuois]  are  FI  is  Majesty’s  subjects  or 
not,  wee  have  been  so  tune  out  of  ininde  and  always  uni- 
ted to  this  Govern^,  let  the  Gover'^  goe  forwards  and  re- 
move the  French  from  Onyagra,  Cataracque  and  Tysch- 
''.irondia  which  is  the  place  where  wee  goe  a beat  er  hunt- 
mge  for  if  thoes  forts  continew  in  the  French  hands  wee 
.ire  always  besieged."  .At  another  time  writes  Vaudreuil  : 
" .\bout  fifty  Senecas,  headed  by  one  of  the  principal 
' hiets  ot  the  Five  Nations,  on  whom  I can  rely,  arrived 
■It  Ni.igara.  When  the  council  assembled,  that  chief  pre- 
sented to  these  Senecas  one  of  my  belts,  and  speaking  to 
them  and  the  hive  Nations,  said; 

"■  Here’s  the  axe  ourfather  has  presented  to  us  that  we 
m.iv  avenge  the  continued  treacheries  of  the  Flnglish  ; I 
luxe  accepted  it,  with  all  those  who  have  been  at  .Mon- 
tteal.  1 present  it  to  you  and  invite  you  to  follow  mv  e\- 
•‘"M'le.  1 he  tribes  ot  the  bear  and  Be.u'er  accepted  it 

•uul  ottered  it  to  the  two  other  tribes,  who  received  it  with 
p.'.MMire,  .ind  all  with  one  accord  tinanimouslv  sax'  ; ‘ Wc 
.-''i'lg  to  try  .M.  de  X'audreuil,  our  FatherN,  axe  on  the 
Fngli-,li,  to  see  il  it  cut  well.’  ” 

Abniit  this  lime  occurred  “the  examination  of  .Mons'' 
l.tloirL-,  a !■  I'ench  ensign,  taken  before  the  Iloiv''  h,d- 

'■"d  .Vikyn.  Fxj^,  lli^  .igcnt  lor,  aiul  .''Superinten- 


dent of  Indian  Affairs,  in  the  .Southe.’'n  I )ei>artment.  In 
presem  e of  Col*  Washington  and  George  Croghan,  K-^qh 
1 )ep’  to  Sir  \\  ilii.im  Johnson.” 

bclestre  says:  “ I wa>  informed  that  the  French  at 
Niagara  was  \ery  .scarce  of  Provisions,  that  --ome  Mun^)e\ 
Indians  with  the  Ring  of  that  tribe  who  went  there  tin-, 
spring  had  differed  w ith  the  F rench  Commandant  and 
told  him  that  they  could  no  longer  be  amused  with  hir. 
false  speeches,  for  we  now  see  your  designs:  \'ou  look  on 
us  only  as  your  Hogs;  for  every  old  man  who  is  scarc  e 
able  to  walk,  or  a young  boy,  who  ( omes  among  ) ou,  \ (;u 
immediately  give  him  a hatchet  and  say,  here  child  lake 
this  and  go  and  kill  the  Flnglish,  while  you  stay  at  home 
yourselves  and  laugh  at  us,  but  I tell  you  we  will  be  F'ooU 
no  more.  You  put  the  Hatchet  into  our  hands,  and  1 
would  have  you  take  care  how  you  behave  or  perhaps  you 
may  feel  it  soon.”  It  would  seem  that  the  savages  were 
sometimes  about  as  dangerous  to  their  friends  as  to  their 
enemies,  and  a French  paper  tells  how  they  once  sacked 
F'ort  Niagara  while  at  peace  with  the  garrison; 

" Several  Senecas  going  there  in  the  month  of  May, 
after  having  traded  their  peltries  there,  demanded  some 
brandy  from  the  man  named  Champagne,  'x  ho  is  the -'tore- 
keeper  and  warden.  But  apprehending  some  disordcron 
the  part  of  the  said  Iroquois,  through  drunkenness,  he 
refused  them  any,  w hich  obliged  them  to  force  the  said 
fort,  to  make  themselves  masters  of  it.  and  even  to  p>il- 
lage  it.  * * * They  restored  all  the  merchandise, 

after  having  ^'A  cn  Champagne  and  the  handful  of  people 
there  a sound  drubbing,  and  cirank  as  much  branch’  as 
they  pleased.’ 

The  fact  seems  to  have  been  that  on  the  question  of 
their  alliance  the  Indians  spoke  as  the  spirit  moved 
them;  and  the  spirit  was  French  brandy  one  day  and 
FAiglish  rum  the  next.  When  dosed  with  the  former, 
they  were  the  dutiful  children  of  Onontio;  when  filled 
with  the  latter,  they  were  the  steadfast  brothers  of  Cor- 
lear,  as  they  dubbed  the  governor  of  New  York.  AVhich- 
ever  side  was  favored  (?)  with  their  adherem  e found 
it  hard  to  get  and  harder  to  keep. 

There  was  a standing  dispute  between  the  F'rench 
and  English  as  to  the  right  of  the  former  ever  to  ha\  e 
established  themselves  on  this  side  of  the  Niagara, 
where  the  latter  claimed  authority  under  their  general 
protectorate  of  the  Five  Nations;  and  e\en  as  to  the 
question  of  fact  whether  the  F rench  ever  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  Senecas.  The  Indians  themsehes  lied 
freel)  on  this  latter  point,  as  on  others,  when  cornered 
by  either  party,  but  there  is  abundant  evidence  that 
thev  iiermitted  the  original  settlement  of  the  F'rench. 
In  a council  at  Fort  Frontenac  in  ijao,  the  Indi.in 
.-,pokesrnan  said  that  " F'ather  Ononthio  who  i?>  .Mr. 
de  Vaudreuil  and  their  uncle  Sonomhie/  who  is  the 
Sieur  de  Joncaire)  were  the  masters  of  tlieirland,  .md 
that  the  Indians  (on>cnled.  not  only  to  the  bui’diiue  o! 
the  House  of  Niagara  but  also  eng.igcd  themselw'  tw 
maintain  it,  and  if  the  English  should  iindertake  to  de- 
molish it  they  must  first  take  up  the  h.itchet  against  the 
Cabane-  of  the  tw<i  xillages  of  :he  Sennekas.  ' Winn 
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r.awrcm  f ('lawsen  canin^elled  with  the  Senecas  in  the 
same  year  the  “Sachinis  Young  Captains  sa)’d  that 
tile  hrencii  liarl  built  the  House  at  Ocjagera  without 
asking  any  of  tliein  leave  and  desire  that  their  brother 
Corlaer  may  do  this  endeavour  to  have  s'  said  House  de- 
niolisht  that  they  may  preserve  their  Lands  and  Hunting 
or  to  write  to  the  Governor  of  Canada  that  he  may  order 
his  jieople  to  do  it.”  Lieutenant  Governors  Golden  and 
Clarke  admitted  that  the  French  estalilishmcnt  was  au- 
thorized bv  the  Iroipiois,  the  former  in  the  following 
words:  ” After  the  peace  of  Utrecht  the  French  changed 
their  measures.  I’hey  took  csery  method  in  their  [louer 
to  gain  the  Friendship  of  the  Five  N'ations  «A'  succeeded 
so  far  with  the  Senekas  who  are  by  far  the  most  nume- 
rous X'  at  the  greatest  distance  from  us,  that  they 
were  entirely  brought  over  to  the  French  interest.  'I’he 
French  Obtained  the  consent  of  the  Senekas  to  the 
building  of  the  F'ort  at  Xiagara  situated  in  their  Country." 

In  1733  the  sachems  of  the  Six  Xations  assured 
Governor  Cosby  that  they  had  “ Sinnekes  on  the  F'alls 
of  lagara  w ho  perswade  the  Far  Indians  to  trade  at  Os- 
wego." It  seems  strange  at  first  to  read  of  the  Indians 
traversing  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  State  for  a 
sliuht  advantage  in  trade,  and  we  wonder  that  anv  of 
them  passed  X'iagara  to  barter  at  Albany  or  Oswego;  but 
they  were  about  as  much  at  home  in  one  place  as  an- 
other, and  had  nothing  to  do  but  hunt,  which  they 
could  do  while  journeying,  so  tliat  their  indifference  to 
time  and  distance  is  not,  after  all,  so  remarkable. 
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HL'ILDI.VO  ok  the  KIKsT  fork  NIAGARA. 


" nuist  return  to  events  connected  with  the 

administration  of  Ifenonville  as  governor  of 
Xew  France. 

The  tribes  betrayed  by  La  Barre's  treaty 
evidently  could  no  longer  be  depended  on 
« tor  beavers  unless  something  were  done  to  jirotect 

felt'  them,  and  jirocure  their  respect,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Irocpiois.  Denonville  therefore  made  it  his  chief  con- 
cern to  chastise  the  Senecas,  who  were  foremost  in  hos- 
tility to  the  French.  For  that  purpose,  in  the  summer  of 
1687  he  assembled  nearly  3000  Freni  h and  Indians,  in- 
cluding Algomiuins  who  had  come  via  .Xiagara  from  a 
thousand  miles  u[)  the  lakes,  at  Irondequoit  Hav,  now  in 
Monroe  county.  Thence,  on  the  rath  of  Iul\,  the  army 
took  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  Seneca  \ ullage  of  Gan- 
n.igaro,  twenty -two  miles  inland,  making  bat  nine  or  ten 
miles  that  day.  On  nearir.g  the  town  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  13th.  the  natives,  to  the  number  of  800  as  repfirted  1 y 
the  h'rem  h,  but  probably  much  fewer  in  fai  t,  were  en- 
countered in  ambuscade,  and  .1  lively  eiig.agenient  took 


I place,  in  which  the  Senecas  were  finally  beaten  off,  and 
fon  ed  to  take  refuge  in  the  forest,  leaving  about  thirtv  of 
their  dead  ,ind  carrying  with  them  nearly  as  manv  more 
and  a larger  number  severely  woumled.  Denonville  had 
tenor  eleven  killed  and  twice  as  many  wminded.  His 
army  bivouacked  on  the  field,  and  the  next  morning  ad- 
vanced, and  took  possession  of  the  burned  and  deserted 
village,  which  .Vbbe  Belmont  speaks  of  as  " the  famous 
Babylon  of  the  .Senecas,  where  so  m.iny  crimes  hav  e been 
committed,  so  much  blood  spilled,  and  so  manv'  men 
burned.  It  was  a village  or  town  of  bark,  on  the  to[)  of 
j a hill.  They  had  burned  it  a week  before.  ^Ve  found 
nothing  In  it  but  the  grave-yard  and  the  graves,  full  of 
snakes  and  other  creatures  ; a great  mask,  with  teeth  and 
eyes  of  brass,  and  a bearskin  drawn  over  it,  w ith  wliich 
they  performed  their  conjurations."  The  invaders  com- 
l)leted  the  work  of  destruction  which  the  inhabitants  had: 
begun,  by  burning  a great  quantity  of  corn  which  thev 
found  in  bins  of  bark,  killing  a large  number  of  hogs,  and 
cutting  down  the  growing  crop  of  corn,  .-fn  abandoned 
castle,  a mile  and  a quarter  away,  was  also  burned,  and 
three  villages  in  the  same  region  met  a like  fate. 

They  were 'Fotiakto,  called  by  the  Jesuits  Conception, 
which  Brodhead  locates  “on  abend  of  the  Honevove 
creek,  near  what  is  now  West  Meridon,  in  Monroe  coun- 
^ ty;"Gannogarae,  some  three  miles  and  a half  from  Ganna- 
garo,  and  in  the  present  town  of  East  Bloomfield;  anil 
Gannondata,  situated,  according  to  Brodhead,  "near 
' East  Avon,  in  Livingston  county."  ,\t  the  last  named 
“were  found  the  English  arms,  which  Dongan  had  caused 
to  be  p’aced  there  in  1684,  ‘antedated,  as  of  the  vear 
! 16S3.’  This  greatly  disgusted  the  French,  who  though: 

it  ‘ beyond  question  that  they  first  discovered  and  took 
possession  of  that  country,  and  for  twenty  consecutive 
I years  have  had  fathers  Fremin,  Gamier,  etc.,  as  stationary 
missionaries  in  all  these  villages. ’ ” Accordingly,  thev  now 
formally  took  possession,  as  they  had  actually  before. 

I but  with  the  added  claim  of  coruiuest. 

! It  was  not  until  the  24th  that  Denonville  and  his  force 
I returned  to  Irondequoit  Bay,  where  they  embarked  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Xiagara.  Mr.  Barkman  has  the  fol- 
lovving  interesting  note  on  this  canqiaign: 

“The  Seneca  ambuscade  was  on  the  marsii  and  the 
hills  immediately  north  and  vvest  of  the  |>resent  village  m' 
Victor  ; and  their  chief  town,  called  Gannagaro  by  Deu- 
onville,  was  on  the  top  of  Boughton's  hill,  about  a mile 
and  a quarter  distant.  Immense  quantities  of  India'ii 
remains  were  formerly  found  here,  and  many  are  foum' 
to  this  day.  Charred  corn  has  been  turned  iqi  in  abund- 
ance bv  the  ])low,  showing  that  the  place  was  de.'troved 
by  fire.  The  remains  of  the  fort  burnetl  by  the  Fren. 
are  still  plainly  visible  on  a hill  a mile  and  a quarter  from 
the  ancient  town." 

The  French  had  now  the  opportunity  desired  In  thci.i 
of  fortifying  their  position  on  the  X’iagara.  1 )enom  ill.-, 
who  direi  ted  the  enterpri.ic,  sh.ill  tell  us  how  it  w.m  .c  - 
complished; 

" 2(itii  \ J itly\.  We  set  out  for  Xuigara,  rc'oL  ed  to 
occui>y  that  poi-t  .is  .1  retreat  for  all  our  Indian  ailie>.  .mil 
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ilui-.  iiltoril  them  the  means  of  continuing,  in  small 
tlirta<  hments,  tiie  war  against  ihe  enemy  wliom  they  have 
nul  been  aide  to  harass  hitherto,  being  too  distant  from 
them,  and  basing  no  place  t-<>  retire  to.  Although  it  is  ' 
otily  thirty  leagues  from  Ganniatarontagouat  [Ironde-  j 
.|iioilJ  to  Niagara,  we  were  unable  to  a< com[ilish  the 
ilistance  in  less  than  four  days  and  a half  by  reason  of 
.i.nir.irv  winds;  that  is  to  say,  we  arrived  there  on  the 
lll•^rmng  of  the  30th.  W'e  immediately  set  about  select- 
.1  -'ite,  and  < ollecting  stockades  for  the  construction 
III  the  fort  which  I had  resolved  to  build  on  the  Iroquois 
-ide  at  the  point  of  a tongue  of  land  between  the  Niagara  | 
riser  and  Lake  Ontario. 

■■  \ \it  of  July  iiUii  ist  of  .-hti^Uil.  We  continued  this 
work,  whi(  h was  the  more  difticult  as  there  was  no  wood 
on  the  ground  suitable  for  making  palisades,  and  tromits  . 
being  necessary  to  haul  them  up  the  hill.  We  performed 
this  labor  so  diligently  that  the  fort  was  in  a state  ot  ! 
defense  on  the  last  mentioned  day.*  * * 

" zd  of  Au^^uit.  The  militia  having  performed  their  | 
allotted  task,  and  the  fort  being  in  a condition  of  defense, 
in  case  of  attack,  they  set  out  at  noon  for  the  end  of  the  ; 
lake,  on  their  return  home. 

“ 3c,/.  The  next  day  I embarked  in  the  morning  for 
the  purpose  of  joining  the  militia,  leaving  the  regular 
troops  in  charge  of  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  to  finish  what  was 
the  most  essential,  and  to  render  the  fort  not  only  capa- 
ble of  defense,  but  also  of  being  occupied  by  a detach- 
ment of  a hundred  soldiers,  which  are  to  winter  there 
under  the  command  of  M de  Troyes,  a veteran  officer.” 
This  is  from  Denonville’s  journal  of  the  expedition. 

In  his  report  to  the  government  he  writes  ; 

" I selected  the  angle  of  the  lake,  on  the  Seneca  side 
of  the  river;  it  is  the  most  beautiful,  the  most  pleasing  ' 
■ind  the  most  advantageous  site  that  is  on  the  whole  of 
this  hike,*  * * The  post  being  in  a state  of  defense,  I 
left  a hundred  men  there  under  the  command  of  Sieur  de 
Troves,*  * * The  post  has  caused  much  joy  to  all  our 
l.»r!her  Indians,  who,  having  no  place  of  retreat,  scarcely 
d.ired  to  approach  the  enemy.  They  have  made  me  great 
I'romisc',  especially  our  Illinois,  to  harass  them  this  win- 
ter by  .1  mimber  of  small  parties.*  * * On  quitting 
Ni.igara  1 left  .\I.  ile  \'andreuil  there  for  a few  days  with  i 
the  tr.M.p^  to  (.ut  lirewood,  after  having  done  what  was 
I'c  c's.irv  tor  lodgings.  The  inconveniem  e of  this  jiost 
1'  that  timber  is  at  a distance  from  it." 

•\  little  Liter  the  .Marquis  wrote  to  the  minister,  Seign- 

ei.i  ; 

1 lie  post  I have  tortified  at  Niag.ira  is  not  a novelty, 

'C.',.  e .•'.eur  lie  1,1  S.ille  had  a house  there,  vvhii  h is  in 
: .11'  s n.  e .1  yt.ir,  when  .'^erjeant  l.a  Tleur,  whom  1 phn  ed 
at  I .it.ir.ii  ouy,  .ib.indoiied  it  thrmigli  the  intrigues  of  the 
I :ig..'h,  w ho  solii  iteil  tlie  .Senecas  to  expel  him  liv  titreais. 

' "td,  1:  you  do  not  wish  to  lo>e  the  entire  trade  of 
■■  ■ upper  lountry,  we  must  maint.im  tiiati.'.'t  ; al-o  that 
1 ’■'.iiiu.  .it  the  Gctioii,  .iiul  the  posse's. on  ol  all  the 

' • K »'  s, 

**n  the  31st  ot  jtilv  Genonville  promulgated  a windy 
' I ! .1 T .1 1 loll , 1 11 1 1 of  111  I "I  1 1 1*1  ne  n t s,  b V w.i  V ol  t orina  1 1 V 


taking  [lossession  of  Niagara.  " This  acte  ” was  ‘‘  execu- 
ted ” in  his  presence  and  that  of  his  principal  subordi- 
nates. The  new  stockade  thus  hastily  constructed  was 
christened  with  the  name  of  its  builder,  but  was  always 
called  Fort  Niagara.  It  was  armed  with  some  small  can- 
non, and  the  Jesuit  Lamberville  was  stationed  at  the  post 
as  chaplain. 

The  western  Indians,  who  had  come  the  length  of  the 
lakes  to  assist  in  the  de.itruction,  as  they  expected,  of  the 
Senet  as,  ami  who  after  the  battle  of  July  13th  urged  a 
vigorous  pursuit  of  the  hying  enemy  instead  of  the  inac- 
tion which  allowed  them  to  escape,  regarded  Denonville's 
expedition  as  a failure  ; and  only  the  building  of  the  fort 
on  the  Niagara,  which  might  serve  their  needs  in  future 
inroads,  prevented  them  from  giving  over  the  war  entire- 
ly. On  leaving  for  their  distant  homes,  however,  they 
told  the  French  governor  “ that  they  depended  upon  his 
promise  to  continue  the  war  till  the  Five  Nations  were 
either  destroyed  or  dispossessed  of  their  country  ; that 
they  earnestly  desired  that  part  of  the  army  should  take 
the  field  out  of  hand,  and  continue  in  it  both  winter  and 
summer,  for  they  would  certainly  do  the  same  on  their 
part  ; and,  in  fine,  that  forasmuch  as  their  alliance  with 
F' ranee  was  chiefly  granted  upon  the  promises  the  French 
made  of  listening  to  no  proposals  of  peace  till  the  Fiv  e 
Nations  should  be  quite  extirpated,  they  therefore  hoped 
they  vvould  be  as  good  as  their  word.” 

Perhaps  a feeling  on  the  part  of  the  French  that  thev 
had  treated  their  western  allies  rather  shabbily  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  Denonville’s  sending  a French  escort 
with  them  on  their  return  voyage,  to  help  them  defend 
themselves  against  the  warriors  whom  they  vvould  have 
had  exterminated.  They  were  remarkably  fortunate  in 
escaping  from  Irocjuois  ground,  even  with  this  escort,  for 
a large  force  of  the  vengeful  Senecas — a thousand,  says 
Baron  La  Hontan,  who  commanded  the  French — had  ral- 
lied to  intercept  the  invaders  on  their  way  up  the  Niaga- 
ra, and  the  latter  had  barely  embarked  at  the  upper  land- 
ing when  their  foes  reached  the  bank  of  the  river.  Had 
the  pursuing  party  met  the  retiring  one  while  climbing 
the  heights  above  Lewiston,  where,  as  La  Hontan  says, 
" one  hundred  Iroquese  might  have  knocked  them  on  the 
head  with  stones,”  few  either  of  Algonquins  or  French- 
men vvould  ever  have  taken  the  war  path  again. 

Some  high  authorities  consider  it  established  that  La 
Salle's  company  built  a fortification  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Niagara,  and  Denonville’s  report  seems  to  countenance 
this  belief.  Vet  it  does  not  appear  from  Father  Henne- 
pin’s narrative, Which  might  be  expected  to  show  it. 
What  we  learn  from  Hennepin  is  that  the  I'arty  with  which 
he  came  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1678,  halted  there  that  night  ; left  their  brigantine 
tl'.ere  and  made  a tour  of  exploration  above  the  falls  the 
next  day,  beginning  their  portage  at  the  point  where"  the 
I arrrnt  w.is  loo  r.ipid  for  us  to  master,”  iindoiibteillv  at 
the  site  of  l.eui'lon  ; returned  on  the  8lh  to  the  mouth 
of  the  stream,  ami  made  it  their  next  business  to  get  the 
brigantine  " iqi  the  river  as  far  as  the  rapiil  current  above 
mentioned  [the  site  of  Lewiston  again),  where  we  had  re- 
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solved  to  luiild  some  liouses.  ^\’hosoe\er  considers  our 
mail,"  Heniie|)in  continues,  “will  easily  see  that  tltis  new 
enter|irise  of  buihlin^  a fort  and  some  houses,”  ( jilainly 
at  the  place  last  named  j etc.  ( )n  the  15  th  the  party  sui - 
ceeded  in  getting  the  brigantine  up  the  river,  “ and  moor- 
ed her  to  the  shore  with  a hawser,  near  a rock  of  prodi- 
gious height  lying  upon  the  rapid  currents  we  have  already 
mentioned.  I'lie  17th,  iSth  and  19th  we  were  busy  mak- 
ing a cabin,  with  palisadoes,  to  serve  for  a magazine." 
The  natural  presumption  is  that  this  palisaded  cabin  was 
where  the  brigantine  was  moored,  at  the  foot  of  " the 
rapid  currents,"  and  therefore  at  or  near  the  site  of  Lew- 
iston. The  next  mention  of  building  operations  is  in 
connection  with  the  notice  of  the  arrival,  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1679.  of  La  Salle  himself,  who  had  come  by  w ay 
of  the  Seneca  villages,  whose  inhabitants  in  council  with 
him  had  “consented  to  the  prosecution  of  our  undertak- 
ing. This  agreement  was  of  short  duration,  for  certain 
persons  [agents  of  the  governor  of  New  York]  opposed 
our  design  in  every  possible  way,  and  instilled  jealousies 
into  the  minds  of  the  Irocpiois.  The  fort,  nevertheless, 
which  we  were  building  at  Niagara,  continued  to  advance. 
But  finally  the  secret  influences  against  us  were  so  great 
that  the  fort  became  an  object  of  suspicion  to  the  savages, 
and  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  its  construction  for  a 
time,  and  content  ourselves  with  building  a habitation, 
surrounded  by  palisades.”  Is  it  not  natural  to  conclude 
that  this  structure  was  the  same  mentioned  in  the  previ- 
ous cjuotations  ? There  has  been  no  mention  of  a remov- 
al of  operations  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  first  re- 
cord of  anything  of  the  kind  at  that  point  is  that  LaSalle, 
while  there  on  his  way  to  Fort  F'rontenac,  to  make  final 
preparations  for  his  voyage  up  the  lakes  in  the  “ Griffin," 
preteiuied  to  mark  out  a house  for  the  blacksmith  which 
had  been  promised  for  the  convenience  of  the  Iro(.[uois." 

All  this  goes  to  show  that  the  palisaded  post  established 
by  La  Salle  was  about  where  Lewiston  stands,  and  not 
on  the  site  of  Fort  Niagara  ; in  conformity  w ith  the 
opinion  of  Bancroft,  who  speaks  of  “a  group  of  cabins 
at  l.ewiston,  on  the  site  where  La  Salle  had  driven  a rude 
palisade."  The  “ house  ” or  “ houses  ” which  Denon- 
ville  speaks  of  as  has  ing  stood  on  the  spot  w here  he  now 
built,  need  not  have  been  the  fortified  post  of  I. a Salle  ; 
and  on  tiie  whole  we  incline  to  agree  with  Mr.  Marshall, 
that  “ no  regular  defensive  work  was  constructed  in  the 
vicinity  until  Denonville”  built  his;  and  with  the  histo- 
rian of  Lrie  county,  that  this  fortification  was  " the 
origin  of  I'Mrt  Niagara.” 

The  bright  hopes  whieh  had  inspired  the  French  in 
building  and  garrisoning  the  new  fort  were  destined  to 
bitter  disappointment.  Its  construction  was  jiart  of  a 
canijiaign  against  the  .Senecas,  and  they  of  course  regard- 
eil  the  post  w ith  the  bitterest  hostility.  '1  hey  verv  soon 
plai  ed  it  in  a state  of  siege.  Without  ccxjiosing  themselves 
to  its  guns,  they  tliorougldy  beleaguered  the  feeble  fron- 
tier fortress,  lurking  m the  neigliboring  forests  and  slav- 
ing all  who  ventured  beyond  the  palisades.  Foul  and 
sickening  provisions  were  [loisoning  the  garrison,  and  no 
one  dared  venture  out  to  hunt  or  fish  for  food  more 


agreeable  and  wholesome,  nor  < oiild  they  have  proi  uied 
firew  ood  to  ctrok  any  game  thev  might  ( .ijaure.  .Sav  > 
I’arkman  : "The  fort  was  first  a prison,  then  a hosjiital, 

then  a charnel-house,  till  before  sirring  [ 168.S],  the  garri- 
son of  a hundred  men  was  reduced  to  ten  or  twelve.  In 
this  condition  they  were  found  towards  the  end  of  .Vjiril, 
by  a large  war  partv'  of  friendlv  Miamis,  who  entered  the 
place  and  h.eld  it  till  a French  detachment  at  length  ar- 
rived for  its  relief."  Immediately  upon  the  construction 
of  the  fort.  Governor  Dongan,  of  New  \'ork,  had  de- 
manded its  demolition,  as  being  built  on  Knglish  territorv 
and  contrary  to  existing  treaties.  The  answer  was  ; 
“This  cannot  be  granted  ; first,  because  it  is  built  there 
by  the  command  of  the  most  Christian  King,  and  therefore 
it  must  be  demolished  Ity  his  command  ; secondly,  lie- 
cause  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  demolish  it  betore 
there  be  a general  peace,  since  in  the  meantime  vve  have 
need  of  the  fort  to  protect  ourselves  from  the  Indians 
until  there  be  something  concluded  concerning  the  limits. 
This  only  I can  declare  and  grant,  that  the  aforesaid  fort 
does  not  give  us  any  other  right  to  those  Indians  than 
what  vve  pretend  to  have  long  since.” 

Seeing,  however,  that  disease  and  the  Senecas  would 
compel  the  abandonment  of  the  post,  Denonville  con- 
cluded to  make  a virtue  of  necessity,  and  wrote  from 
.Montreal  August  20th,  i688,  to  Governor  Dongan,  as 
follows  : “ Regarding  the  fort  at  Niagara,  of  which  vou 
write  me,  I beg  to  assure  you  that  so  soon  as  I see  some 
certainty  as  to  affairs,  I shall,  in  order  to  contribute  to  a 
permanent  peace,  withdraw  the  garrison  that  is  there." 
'Lwo  months  later  he  informed  the  New  York  governor 
that  he  had  withdrawn  the  garrison.  The  palisades  had 
been  removed  in  the  middle  of  September. 

The  following  minute  and  curious  account,  bv  the 
FTench  commander,  of  the  condition  in  which  the  place 
was  left  in  other  respects,  vve  judge  sufficiently  interest- 
ing to  demand  insertion  : 

“ On  the  fifteenth  day  of  September,  of  the  year  one 
thousand,  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  in  the  forenoon. 
Sieur  Desbergeres,  captain  of  one  of  the  companies  of  the 
detachment  of  the  marine  and  commandant  of  Fort  Niag- 
ara, having  assembled  all  the  officers,  the  Reverend 
Father  Millet,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  missionary,  and 
others,  to  communicate  to  them  the  orders  he  has  re- 
ceived from  tiie  Marepiis  de  Denonville,  governor  and 
lieu-enant-gent^ral  for  the  King  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  New  France  and  country  of  Canada,  dated  the 
6th  of  July,  of  the  [iresent  year,  whereby  he  is  commanded 
to  demolish  the  fortification  of  said  fort,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  cabins  and  quarters,  which  will  i>e  foum'. 
standing 

“We,  Chevalier  de  la  Mothe,  lieutenant  of  a detached 
company  of  the  marine,  and  major  of  said  fort,  h.ivi 
made  a/zvccs  irr/ht/,  by  order  of  said  commandant,  c.m 
taining  a memorandum  of  the  condition  in  which  v\  <. 
leave  s.iid  (pi.irters,  which  will  remain  entire,  for  ;!,>•  r 
pose  of  maintaiv.ing  the  I'ossession  his  M.ijoiv 
French  have  for  a long  time  had  in  lhl.■^  Niagar.i  di',; 

" Firstly  ; — We  leave  m the  center  of  the  >quare  .i  l,’.r..,e. 
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•r.iiiH-il,  vvootlui  I ross,  eighteen  feet  in  height,  on  the 
.inns  of  whirl!  are  inscribed  in  large  letters  these  worth  : 

pruAf-  ir'F-C/i'RS- 

vincit,  imperat  Chriilus — Christ  rules,  t;on(|uers 
.'overns.  I which  was  erected  on  last  Good  Friday  by  all 
the  officers,  and  solemnly  blessed  by  the  Reverend  Father 
.\Iilletl. 

"Item  : A cabin  in  which  the  commandant  lodged  ; 

lontained  a gotxl chimney,  a door  and  two  windows, 
tarm>lieil  with  their  hinges,  fastenings  and  locks,  which 
( abin  is  co\  ered  with  forty-four  deal  boards,  and  about 
si\ty  other  boards  arrangetl  inside  into  a sort  of  bed- 
^teail. 

••  Item  : In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  said  cabin  is 

another  cabin  with  two  rooms,  having  each  its  chimney, 
ceiled  with  boards,  and  in  each  a little  window  and  three 
bedsteads,  the  door  furnished  with  its  hinges  and  fasten- 
ings ; the  said  cabin  is  covered  with  fifty  deal  boards, 
and  there  are  sixty  like  boards  on  each  side. 

" Item  ; Right  in  front  is  the  Re\  erend  F'ather  Mil- 
let’s cabin,  furnished  with  its  chimney,  windows  and 
>a'.hes,  shelves,  a bedstead  and  four  boards  arranged  in- 
side, with  a door,  furnished  with  its  fastenings  and  hinges 
the  which  is  of  twenty-four  boards. 

" Item  : Another  cabin,  opposite  the  cross,  in  which 

there  is  a chimney,  a board  ceiling  and  three  bedsteads, 
covered  with  forty-two  boards,  with  three  like  boards, 
on  one  side  of  said  cabin  ; there  is  a window,  with  its 
sash,  and  a door,,  furnished  with  its  hinges  and  fastenings. 

" Item  ; Another  cabin,  with  a chimney,  a small 
window,  with  its  sash,  and  a door  ; covered  with  thirty 
deal  boards  ; there  arc  three  bedsteads  inside. 

" bake  house,  furnished  with  its  oven  and  chimney, 
partly  covered  with  boards  and  the  remainder  with 
hurdles  and  clay  ; also  an  apartment  at  the  end  of  said 
hakerv,  containing  two  chimneys  ; there  are  in  said  bak- 
ery a window  and  door,  furnished  with  hinges  and  fast- 
enings. 

" Item  : Another  large  and  extensive  framed  building 

I probably  the  chapelj  having  a double  door,  furnished 
with  nails,  hinges,  and  fastenings,  with  three  small 
windows  ; the  said  apartment  is  without  a chimney  ; 'tis 
ilourcd  with  twelve  plank,  and  about  twelve  boards  are 
•irr.inged  inside,  and  without  'tis  clapboarded  with  fifty- 
tv,  o plank, 

" Item  ; .\  large  storehouse,  covered  with  one  hundred 

■ind  thirty  boards,  surrounded  with  pillars,  eight  feet 
high,  in  which  there  arc  many  pieces  of  wood  serving  as 
■null  joists,  and  partly  Hoored  with  several  une(|ual 
phuvk.  There  is  a window  and  a sliding  sash. 

■hem  : .\  well,  with  its  cover,  above  the  scar-p  of  the 

dui  h. 

Itviu  : ,\ll  which  a|).irtmcnts  aie  in  tlie  -ame  con- 

dition as  thev  were  last  winter,  and  couso picmly  inh.ibit- 
■di!e.  W hii  h all  the  witnesses,  * * * certify  to  h.ive 
'vvn  .md  V i^itcvl  all  the  said  apartments,  and  liav  e acci.ird- 
b sigiud  tile  iiiinmes  and  origimd  of  these  ]ire-ent.,.‘' 
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X one  of  their  forays  into  Canada  toward  the 
iji', close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  Senecas 
captured  a young  Frenchman  named  Chabert 
Joncaire.  'I'hey  put  to  death  in  their  fiendish 
fashion  some  other  jirisoners,  taken  with  him, 
and  intended  to  make  the  same  disposition  ot 
» him.  By  way  of  giving  him  a fortasteot  the  torture 
in  store  for  him,  a chief  ajiplied  the  burning  contents  ot 
his  pipe  to  the  end  of  one  of  the  Frenchman’s  fingers, 
loncaire  promptl)'  knocked  him  down.  Tins  spirited 
action  so  pleased  his  captors  that  they  let  him  live  and 
adopted  him  as  a member  of  the  tribe.  With  all  the 
usual  readiness  of  the  Canadian  F'rcnch  to  affiliate  with 
the  savages,  he  made  himself  at  home,  learned  the  Sene- 
ca dialect,  married  a young  squaw,  and  became  a favorite 
with  the  tribe.  In  a few  years,  being  given  entire  liee- 
dom,  he  returned  to  Canada,  and  in  1700  entered  the 
French  service,  in  which  he  was  employed  during  the  re- 
maining forty  years  of  his  life.  He  was  especially  useful 
as  an  agent  among  the  Senecas,  who  had  made  him  a 
sachem  of  their  nation  and  over  whom  he  had  gained  a 
great  influence,  which  vas  inherited  by  his  two  sons 
Chabert  and  Claiuonne,  who  devoted  it  to  the  service  of 
the  government  in  a capacity  similar  to  that  of  the  father. 

One  of  Joncaire’s  first  undertakings  in  behalf  of  Xew 
F'rance  was  his  mission  to  procure  the  release  of  the 
French  held  captive  among  the  Iroquois.  His  most  im- 
portant achievement,  however,  was  the  obtaining  permis- 
sion from  the  Senecas  for  the  establishment  of  a FTench 
trading  house  in  1720,  at  the  foot  of  the  Xiagara  portage, 
where  Lewiston  now  stands.  Many  papers  of  that  early 
date,  some  of  them  called  forth  by  this  enterprise,  are 
now  extant,  and  are  very  pertinent  and  interesting  in  this 
connection.  From  them  is  to  be  constructed  the  history 
of  this  commercial  venture  on  the  soil  of  Xiagara  county 
more  than  a century  and  a half  ago.  In  a “memorial  of 
what  passed  concerning  the  establishment  of  a jiost  which 
the  French  have  built  at  X'iagara  for  the  trade  of  peltry,’’ 
we  read  : 

“ In  the  year  i7i(S  came  orders  from  the  court  of  France 
to  establish  a trade  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ring  in  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  Lake  Ontario,  ami  there  to  build  magazines, 
as  vvell  upon  the  north  as  the  south  side  thereof. 

“In  the  vear  1710,  in  the  beginning  of  the  harvest,  the 
Sieur  loncaire, lieutenant  of  a detachment  of  marine  troojis 
and  interpreter,  was  sent,  in  obedience  to  the  said  orders, 
bv  monsieur  the  .Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  by  .Monsieur 
nc-mi.  to  trv  the  minds  of  the  SinnekeC'  and  to  see  if 
thev  cvmhl  eivgage  tiwui  to  coimeni  to  the  buiUlin;^  of  .1 
house  upon  their  land,  and  to  maintain  that  settlement 
i'V  I ase  the  Flnghsh  would  oppose  it.  This  message  wliiv  h 
thev  sent  there  was  .iceompamed  with  some  belts  o!  wain- 
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f)iim,  and  other  presents,  consisting  of  powder,  lead, 
brandy,  and  other  small  merchandise.” 

It  need  hardly  he  said  that  the  recjitest  borne  by  the 
palefaced  sachem,  and  so  persnasively  “ accomi>anied,” 
was  favorably  received  by  the  “Sinnekees.”  The  desired 
permission  was  obtained,  and  Joncaire  returned  to  Canada 
to  avail  himself  of  it.  We  ne.xt  read  : 

“The  Sieiir  Joncaire  remained  only  at  the  Fort  of  Cat- 
arcoiiy  for  ten  or  twelve  days  [in  May,  1720],  and  then 
returned  to  Niagara  with  the  Sieur  de  la  Come,  son  ot 
Monsieur  de  la  Come,  captain  and  mayor  of  the  town  of 
Montreal.  'I’hey  had  with  them  eight  soldiers,  who  con- 
ducted a canoe  of  merchandise,  consisting  of  some  pieces 
of  blue  cloth,  three  dozen  or  thereabout  of  white  blankets 
for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  half  a barrel  of  brandy,  etc. 
At  their  arri\al  at  Niagara  the  Sieurs  de  Joncaire  and  La 
Come  caused  to  be  built  in  haste  a kind  of  cabin  of  bark, 
where  they  displayed  the  King’s  colors  and  honored  it  with 
the  name  of  the  ‘ Magazine  Royal.’  The  Sieur  de  la 
Come  had  a commission  of  M.  Begon  to  winter  in  the 
said  post,  and  there  to  trade.  The  Sieur  de  Joncaire  left 
him  there  with  two  soldiers,  and  afterward  returned  to 
Cataracouy.” 

“Abstract  of  Messrs,  de  Vaudreuil  and  Begon's  report 
on  Niagara,”  dated 

“Canada  26  S’ber  1720:” 

“Messrs,  de  Vaudreuil  and  Begon  transmit  a report  on 
the  post  established  this  year  at  Niagara,  which  is  ropiired 
both  to  prevent  the  English  introducing  themselves  into 
the  upper  country  and  to  increase  the  trade  at  Fort  Fron- 
tenac.  This  report  sets  forth  that  the  above  post  is  situ- 
ated about  four  leagues  from  the  entrance  into  Lake  Erie. 
It  is  the  only  pass  of  the  Indians  who  come  by  the  lake 
from  all  the  upper  countries  ; the  portage  necessary  to  be 
made  by  land  is  four  leagues,  for  which  distance  they  are 
obliged  to  carry,  on  their  backs,  their  goods  and  canoes. 

“The  English  had  proposed  to  an  Iroquois  chief,  set- 
tled at  Niagara,  to  send  horses  thither  from  Orange, 
which  is  130  leagues  distant  from  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  goods,  and  to  make  a permanent  settlement 
there,  and  offered  to  share  with  him  whatever  profits 
might  accrue  from  the  speculation.  The  English  would, 
by  such  means,  have  been  able  to  secure  the  greatest  part 
of  the  peltries  coming  down  the  lakes  from  the  up[»or 
countries  ; give  employment  not  only  to  the  Indians  who 
go  up  there  and  return  thence,  but  also  to  the  French. 
They  have  a store  there  well  supplied  with  goods  for  the 
trade  ; and  have,  by  means  of  the  Indians,  carried  on 
there,  up  to  the  present  time  and  since  several  years  ago, 
a considerable  trade  in  fur',  in  barter  for  merchandise  and 
whiskey.  This  establi:>hment  would  have  been  enabled 
to  purchase  the  greater  part  of  the  peltries  both  of  the 
Frencli  and  Indians  belonging  to  the  u[>per  country. 

“ Sieur  Joncaire,  aware  of  the  imi'ortance  of  this  [inst 
by  the  qu.'.ntity  of  good',  which  couUl  be  disposed  of  a ere 
there  a permanent  establishment  at  that  jilace,  caused 
the  Indians  to  constrm  t last  spring,  by  order  of  Messrs, 
de  Vau.lrenil  and  Begon,  a picketed  house,  which  they 
were  prevailed  on  to  do  the  more  readily  through  the  in- 


b., 


' ll lienee  he  has  over  them,  being  an  adopted  son  of  the 

' Iroquois.  [It  would  seem  that  the  fragile  ‘ .Magazine 

Royal  ’ was  soon  strengthened  and  im[>roved.] 

! “ The  English,  being  advised  of  this,  used  all  their 

j efforts  to  have  this  house  demolished,  and  with  that  view 

i sent  the  commandant  at  Orange  to  the  Seneca  village  to 
persuade  these  Indians  to  oppose  it.  He  even  sent  an 
Englishman  with  an  Indian  to  tell  Sieur  de  la  Come, 
whom  .M.  Begon  apjiointedto  trade  at  that  place,  to  with- 
draw, and  that  they  were  going  to  pull  down  that  house. 
La  Come  answered  them  that  he  should  not  permit  them 
to  do  so  without  an  order  from  Sieur  de  Joncaire,  who, 
on  being  advised  thereof  by  an  Indian,  went  to  the  Sene- 
cas to  prevent  them  consenting  to  that  demolition.  He 
experienced  great  difficulty  there,  because  they  had  been 
gained  over  by  the  presents  of  the  English.  Nevertheless, 

! he  prevailed  on  them  to  change  their  minds,  and  to  main- 
tain that  establishment,  bv  making  them  understand  the 
advantage  they  would  derive  from  it. 

“Therefore,  though  the  Pmglish  should  renew  these  at- 
tempts, Sieur  Joncaire  is  confident  that  the  Indians  will 
maintain  this  post. 

“That  determined  Messrs,  de  \'andreuil  and  Begon  to 
send  Sieur  Joncaire  thither  with  some  articles  of  trade. 
He  left  at  the  close  of  September,  and  is  to  remain  there 
until  the  m.onth  of  June  next.  No  one  is  better  ijualified 
than  he  to  begin  this  establishment,  which  will  render  the 
! trade  of  Fort  Frontenac  much  more  considerable  and 
! valuable  than  it  has  ever  been.  He  is  a very  excellent 
officer,  the  interpreter  of  the  Five  Iroquois  Nations,  and 
has  served  thirty-five  years  in  the  country.” 

It  is  interesting  to  read  the  English  messenger’s  own 
account  of  his  mission  to  demand  the  demolition  of  the 
new  post.  Parts  of  it  are  as  follows: 

! “On  the  24th  of  the  said  month  [May,  1720]  I sef  out 
with  three  Sachims  of  the  Sinnekies  in  order  to  go  to 
Octjagera  where  we  arrived  on  the  3c  Do  iC  on  the  31st 
j I on  behalf  of  the  Sachims  told  a French  Merchant  who 
was  there  in  a house  of  Forty  Foot  long  and  thirty  wide 
with  two  other  French,  that  I was  sent  to  accompany  the 
said  Sachims  and  to  tell  you  that  the  five  nations  have 
heard  that  you  are  building  a house  at  Octjagera  and  the 
1 said  Sachims  having  considered  how  prejudicial  that  a 
French  Settlement  on  their  Land  must  consequently 
[move  lO  them  and  their  Posterity  if  not  timely  prevented) 
wherefore  they  have  sent  me  and  them  to  accpiaint  you 
with  their  resolution  that  it  is  much  against  their  inclina- 
tion that  any  buildings  should  be  made  here  and  that  thev 
desire  vou  to  desist  further  building  and  to  leave  and 
demolish  what  you  have  made.  The  Frem:h  Merchant 
answered  that  he  had  leave  from  the  young  fighting 
men  of  the  Sinnekis  to  erect  a House  at  Octjagera  amt 
would  not  demolish  it  before  he  did  write  to  the  Govern- 
or of  Canada  his  .Master  who  had  posted  him  there  to 
trade  for  him  and  not  betore  he  received  his  order>  l.tr  --o 
doing. 

“ The  saul  three  Sachims  said  tli.it  they  never  iie.ir,; 

I th.it  anv  of  their  young  men  had  given  such  le.ive  tor 
j m.ikiiig  anv  building  .it  < •<  tiagera. 
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“ On  the  7th  of  this  Inst  [I  returned]  to  Tjerondequatt 
whert;  I mett  a French  Smith  sent  by  the  (jovernor  ot 
Canada  to  work  for  the  Sinnikies  gratis  he  lia\  ing  c(jm- 
passion  on  them  as  a father  on  his  children  knowing  they 
wanted  a smith  since  they  have  lay’d  out  a New  Castle 
and  that  three  French  Canoes  loaded  with  goods  went  up 
to  the  trading  house  at  Octjagera." 

November  20th,  1720,  (lovernor  Burnet,  of  New  York, 
wrote  to  the  English  Lords  of  Trade  as  follows  ; “ I will 
do  my  endeavors  in  the  Spring  without  committing  any 
hostility  to  get  our  Indians  to  demolish  a trading  Hou^e 
or  llloi  k House  that  is  maile  Mu>kett  Proof  with  Port 
lii/les  for  firing  uith  small  arm^,  which  the  h'rench  ha\  e 
sett  up  near  the  fill  of  Niagara  in  theSennekees  countrv. 
This  is  in  open  defiance  of  the  Kings  right  theSennekees 
h'u  ing  granted  that  Land  to  the  rrown  of  (Ireat  Priiain 
liefore  the  French  had  ever  been  there,  this  place  i>  of 
great  consequence  for  two  reasons.  First,  because  it 
keeps  the  communication  between  Canada  N Mississippi 
by  the  River  Ohio  open  which  else  our  Indians  would 
be  able  to  intercept  at  pleasure,  and  Secondly,  if  it  should 
be  made  a Fort  with  souldiers  enough  in  it  it  will  keep  our 
Indians  from  going  over  the  narrow  part  of  the  Lake 
Ontario  by  this  only  Pass  of  the  Indians  without  leave  of 
the  French,  so  that  if  it  were  demolished  the  Farr 
Indians  would  depend  on  us,by  means  of  the  goods  which 
they  want  of  us  and  which  the  French  cannot  afford  to 
supply  them  with  unless  they  get  them  from  this 
Province.” 

Failing  in  his  purpose.  Governor  Burnet,  in  July  of  the 
next  year,  wrote  to  Yaudrcuil,  then  governor  of  Canada; 
“You  will  perceive,  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  all 
the  Indians  are  to  be  at  liberty  to  go  to  trade  w ith  one 
party  and  the  other  ; and  if  advantage  be  taken  of  the 
post  at  Niagara  to  shut  up  the  road  to  Albany  on  the  Far 
Indians,  it  is  a violation  of  the  Preaty  which  ought  justly 
to  alarm  us,  especially  as  that  post  is  on  territorv  belong- 
ing to  our  Indians,  where  we  were  better  entitled  to  build 
than  the  French,  should  we  deem  it  worth  the  trouble.” 

” I have  the  honor  to  obser\  e to  you  hereiqion,”  re- 
sponds Yaudreuil,  “that  you  are  the  first  P'.nglish  go\er- 
nor-general  who  has  questioned  the  right  of  the  French, 
from  time  immemorial,  to  the  post  of  Niagara,  to  which 
the  English  have,  up  to  the  present  time,  laid  no  claim  ; 
that  it  is  upwards  of  fifty  years  since  that  post  has  been 
occupied  by  the  late  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  who  had  an  estab- 
lishment there  and  had  vessels  built  there  to  navigate 
Lake  Erie;  that  his  Majesty  had  a fort  there  tiiirty- 
tour  ye.irs  ago  with  a garrison  of  one  hundred  men.  who 
returned  thence  in  cousequem  e (tf  the  sickness  th.u  [ire- 
\ai!ed  there,  whithout  this  [lOst.  however,  h,i\inu  been 
aliandoned  by  the  Frem  h,  whoh.i\ee\er  since  alw.ns 
( arried  on  tr.ule  there  until  now.  and  without  the  Eng- 
lish being  permitud  in  remain  there  ; aUo,  th.u  there 
lus  never  been  .iny  di-.pute  between  the  Frem'h  and  the 
Fi\e  Naiions  respecting  the  r-reciion  of  that  post,  and 
that  the  hitter  always  i ;ime  there  to  trade  with  tiie 
s line  fteedcin  tliat  t!ie\'  reji.iir  to  the  otivr  Frem  li 
iL  mini  V,  ,1s  well  .IS  to  ih.u  winch  is  reputed  iMigli.sii, 


1 “ Respecting  the  report  you  received  that  the  establish- 

ment of  this  post  closes  the  path  to  our  far  Indians,  who 
could  no  longer  go  to  trade  with  the  F-nglish.  I have 
the  honor  to  observe  to  you  that  they  will  always  enjov  the 
i same  privilege  of  going  to  the  English  that  they  have 
hitherto  had,  and  that  no  Indian  in  my  government  has 
I been  compelled  to  trade  with  the  French  rather  than  with 
■ the  English.  The  proof  of  this  is  evident,  for  a great 

I number  of  their  canoes  went  again  this  year  to  ,\lbanv. 

and  those  domiciled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Montreal 
and  Three  Rivers  trade  there  almost  altogether." 

The  block-house  which,  was  the  bone  of  so  much  con- 
tention became  dila[)id,ited  in  five  or  six  years,  but  in  r!'e 
meantime  it  had  become  surrounded  with  a little  -'sene>  .. 
village  and.  like  ,mv  place  where  Joticaire  w.is,  server!  a- 
a.  powerful  I entre  of  french  influence.  The  rcailv  but 
extr.iv  ,igani  writer  Charlevoix  visited  the  place  in  1721. 

! and  from  it  sent  a letter  to  Madame  de  Mainteno;'.. 
which  contains  so  much  of  local  interest  that  we  wid 
make  a long  extract  from  it.  at  the  risk  of  a little  repe- 
tition : 

“ I have  already  had  the  honor  toac([uaint  vou  that  we 
have  a scheme  for  a settlement  in  this  place  : but  in  order 
to  know  the  reason  of  this  project  it  will  bepro]ier  to  ob- 
serve that  as  the  English  pretend,  by  virtue  of  the  Treat v 
of  Ltretcht,  to  have  sovereignty  of  all  the  Irorpiois 
country,  and  by  conse(|uence  to  be  bounded  on  that  side 
by  Lake  Ontario  only  : now  it  is  evident  that,  in  case  wc 
allow  of  their  pretensions,  they  would  then  have  it  abso- 
lutely in  their  power  to  establish  themselves  firmlv  ir. 
the  heart  of  the  French  colonies,  or  at  le.ast  entirelv  t'> 
ruin  their  commerce.  In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent 
this  evil,  it  has  been  judged  proper,  without,  however, 
violating  the  treaty,  to  make  a settlement  m some  jdace 
which  might  secure  to  us  the  free  communication  b'etwern 
the  lakes,  and  where  the  English  should  not  have  it  in 
their  power  to  oppose  us.” 

“ A commission  has  therefore  been  made  to  M.  dc 
Joncaire,  who  hav  ing  in  his  youth  been  prisoner  amon_ 
the  Tsonnonthouans,  so  insinuated  himself  into  thr 
good  graces  of  those  Indians  that  they  ado]itcd  him. 
that  even  in  the  hottest  of  their  wars  vvith  us.  and  nor- 
withstanding  his  remarkable  services  to  his  countrv.  he 
ha:>  always  enjoyed  the  imivilegc-'  of  his  adoption.  < >n 
receiving  the  orders  I have  been  mentioning  to  vou  i'-- 
repaired  to  them,  assembled  their  chiefs,  and  after  havin_ 
assured  them  that  his  greatest  jileasure  in  this  world  vvoudC. 
be  to  live  amongst  his  brethren,  he  added  that  he  woul 
nuK  h oftener  visit  them  h.ad  he  a cabin  amongst  them.  • 
which  he  might  retire  when  he  had  a mind  to  b-e  pnvr:  . 
I'hey  told  liim  ihev  luid  rdwavs  looked  upon  him  ,t'  > ■ 
of  their  own  i hildren,  that  he  h.id  onlv  to  in. ike  clu  , _ 
of  .1  1)1. tee  to  his  liking  in  any  pan  of  the  countrv.  ti 
.iskcd  no  more,  out  went  immediatelv  .md  m.'de  : h.'  ■ i 
.1  spot  on  ; In  banks  cf  : r; . m'  v\  Inch  te  ' ' ■ - f 

of  rsonnonth.m.m.  wiiere  lie  built  his  i.ib;n. 

■■  l lienew  .sof  this  soon  re. u bed  New  N'ork.  w iu : 
e-X(  ilcil  s,j  mm  h more  the  je.ilousv  oi  the  Enab'h.  .is  ■ 
n 1 1 loll  had  m.  V ( '.■  i II  I n 1 1 'll  to  . ibi  ,11 II  i he  I . . ■ ! ’ : ■ ■ 
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Sicur  cle  Joncairc  in  any  Irociuois  canton.  They  made 
loud  remonstrances,  whi(  h l>einL;  seconded  with  presents 
the  other  four  cantons  at  om c esj)oused  their  interest. 
'I'hey  were,  howe\er,  never  tlie  ne.irer  tiieir  point,  as  the 
cantons  are  not  only  independent  of  each  other,  but  also 
very  jealous  of  this  independence.  It  was  therefore  nec- 
essary to  gain  that  of  'I'sonnonthouan,  and  the  English 
omitted  nothing  to  accom[)lish  it  ; but  they  were  soon  [ 
sensible  that  they  should  ne\  er  be  able  to  get  Joncaire 
dismissed  from  Niagara.  At  last  they  contented  them- 
selves with  demanding  that  at  least  they  might  be  per- 
mitted to  have  a cabin  in  the  same  place,  but  this  was 
likewise  refused  them,  ‘ (.)ur  country  is  in  peace,’  said 
the  Tsonnonthouans  ; ‘ the  French  and  \ ou  will  ne\  er 
be  able  to  live  together  without  raising  disturbances. 
Moreover,’  added  they,  ‘it  is  of  no  consecpience  that 
Joncaire  should  remain  here  ; he  is  a child  of  the  nation  ; 
he  enjoys  his  right,  which  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  take 
from  him.’ 

“Now,  Madame,  we  must  acknowledge  that  nothing 
but  zeal  for  the  public  good  could  possibly  induce  an 
officer  to  remain  in  such  a country  as  this,  than  which  a 
wilder  and  more  frightful  is  not  to  be  seen.  On  the  one 
side  you  may  tee,  just  under  your  feet  and  as  it  were  at 
the  bottom  of  an  abyss,  and  which  in  this  jdace  is  like  a 
torrent  by  its  rapidity,  a whirlpool  formed  by  a thouand 
rocks,  through  which  it  with  difficulty  finds  a passage,  ; 

and  by  the  foam  of  which  it  was  always  covered.  (Jn  : 

the  other  the  river  is  confined  by  three  mountains,  placed 
one  oyer  the  other,  and  whereof  the  last  hides  itself  in  | 
the  clouds.  This  would  have  been  a very  proper  place 
for  the  poets  to  make  the  Titans  attempt  to  scale  the 
heavens.  In  a word,  on  whatever  side  you  turn  your 
eyes,  you  discover  nothing  which  does  not  inspire  a secret 
horror. 

“You  have,  however,  but  a \ ery  short  way  to  go  to  be- 
hold a very  different  prospect.  Behind  those  uncultivat- 
ed and  uninhabited  mountains,  you  enjoy  the  sight  of  a 
rich  country,  magnificent  forests,  beautiful  and  fruitful 
hills  ; you  breathe  the  inirest  air,  under  the  mildest  and 
m.ost  temperate  climate  imaginable,  situated  between  two 
lakes,  the  least  of  which  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues 
in  circuit.  It  is  my  opinion  that  had  we  the  precaution 
to  make  sure  of  a jilace  of  this  consequence  by  a good 
fortress  and  by  a tolerable  colony,  all  the  forces  of  the 
Iroipiois  and  the  English  conjoined  would  not  have  been 
able  at  this  time  to  drive  us  out  of  it  ; and  that  we  ourselves 
would  have  been  in  a condition  to  gi\e  law  to  the  former, 
and  to  hinder  most  part  of  the  Indians  from  carrving  their 
turs  to  the  second,  as  they  daily  do  with  iinp'unit\'. 

“The  company  I found  here  with  M.  de  loncairc  was 
com[)Osed  of  the  Baron  de  Eongueil,  the  Martpiis  de  L’a- 
vagnal,  capt.iin,  son  of  the  Marquis  de  Vaiidreuil,  the 
present  go\ernor  of  New  Fran<  e ; .\1.  de  .'^enne\  ille,  caii- 
t.iin  ; ami  the  Sieur  de  la  t'haiu  igm  rie,  ensign  .tnd  in- 
terpreter of  the  lro(|uois  language.  Tlieso  gentlemen  are 
about  negotiating  an  agreement  of  dillerences  with  the 
canton  of  Onontague  | ( tnondaga  |,  and  were  ordered  to 
visit  the  settlement  ol  the  Sieur  de  lom  aire,  wiih  \vlii<li 


they  were  e.vtremely  well  satisfied.  The  Tsonnonthouans 
renewed  to  them  the  promise  they  had  formerly  made  t<> 
maintain  it.  This  was  done  in  a council,  in  which  ]on- 
caire,  as  they  told  me,  s[<oke  with  all  the  good  sense  of 
a Frenchman,  whereof  he  enjoys  a large  share,  and  with 
the  sublimest  eloijiience  of  an  Iroipiois." 

On  the  death  of  Joncaire  his  son  Chabert  succeeded 
him  in  the  Seneca  agency,  but  soon  gave  place  to  his 
younger  brother  Clauzonne.  Both  were  in  their  day  v ery 
prominent  and  influential  along  the  Niagara  frontier.  Thev 
are  referred  to  as  follows  in  the  Maryland  Gazrtte  of  Aug- 
ust 30th,  1759:  “There  are  ten  other  officers,  one  of 

which  is  the  famous  Monsieur  Joncaire,  a very  noted  man 
among  the  Seneca  Indians,  and  whose  father  was  the  first 
that  hoisted  French  colors  in  that  country.  His  brother, 
also  a jirisoner,  is  now  here,  and  has  been  very  humane 
to  many  Englishmen,  having  purchased  several  of  them 
from  the  Senecas.” 


CHAPTER  IX. 


I'HE  REBUILDI.VC,  (^F  FORT  M.Vtt.VR.V IT  IS  BESIEGED  BV 

THE  ENGLISH  .AND  IROQCOIS. 


HE  English  not  only  failed  for  the  time  to  oust 
the  French  from  their  foot-hold  at  Lewiston, 
but  the  latter  in  1725  rebuilt  the  fortification 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  a scale  of 
strength  and  permanance  making  it  far  su- 
r to  Denonville’s  hasty  structure.  . The  carli- 
■ est  reference  we  can  obtain  to  the  rebuilding  of 

Fort  Niagara  comes  from  the  French  government  ar- 
chives, and  reads  in  part  as  follows  ; 

“The  Maripiis  de  Vaiidreuil  reported  in  1725  an  estab- 
lishment projected  by  the  English  at  the  mouth  of  the 
River  Choueguen  [OswegoJ,  on  the  borders  of  Lake  On- 
tario, in  the  upper  country,  which  is  a part  of  New  France 
and  adjacent  to  the  French  |>ost  at  Niagara,  among  the 
Iroipiois.  It  was  of  importance  to  prevent  that  otablish- 
ment,  more  especially  as  the  French  have  always  exclu- 
sively carried  on  the  trade  with  the  Indians  of  the  upper 
countries  ; as  the  English  thought  of  going  to  trade  there 
only  since  the  peace  of  LTrecht.  and  as  they  are  now  trv- 
ing  to  drive  us  thence  by  force  of  presents  to  the  Indian,', 
whom  thev  furnish  with  goods  at  a low  rate,  and  sup|.lv 
with  Rum,  which  is  their  favorite  beverage.  M.  de  \'aii- 
dreuil  ordered  M.  dc  I.ongueil,  governor  of  Montreal,  to 
jiroceed  to  the  Iroquois,  and  to  summon  the  English  o- 
t.iblishcd  there  to  withdraw.  * * * afterward' 

rcqi.ilred  to  < )noiuagce  | < 'nund.ig,i  ].  .in  Iroquois  village, 
and  obtained  the  consent  of  their  chiefs  to  the  erei  ifi.n  iC 
.1  sti're  house  at  Niagara,  in  the  jilace  of  the  one  wliii  h 
fell  in  ruins  ; aisi').  to  the  construction  of  two  barks  for 
the  transport.ition  of  die  materials,  Messrs,  dc  Loneueil 
,111(1  Begun  111, ide  ,1  re|)ort  on  the  'iibjei  l,  and  o|i-ctved 
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t'l.it  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  urge  on  this  work, 
tlirv  proposed  unfiertakiug  the  following  spring. 

I hev  tr.in'iuitteil  a plan  of  it,  and  the  estimate,  amraint- 
■Mg  to  .’9,ay5  li\  res,  and  they  had  the  two  harks  construc- 
:•  il  .It  a I o^t  of  ijj.oyo  li\res.  (in  the  .iccount  having 
’.e<  n tr.iU'iniued  to  the  Ring,  hi^  .Maje^tv  ordered  these 
■ .mR  Im  Iu;  remitted,  and  thev  have  been  sent.” 

I l.e  .'>ene<  as  made  no  serious  opposition  to  this  mme- 
nient,  hut  it  probably  re<|uired  [oneaire’s  influeni  e to 
obtain  their  acajuiescence.  'I'here  is  some  probability  in 
the  tradition  that  strategy  was  found  necessary  to  accom- 
jili'h.  the  purpose  of  the  K rem  it.  Mr.  Samuel  De  \’eau\, 
writing  forty  years  since,  put  the  story  of  the  origin  rtf 
the  Mes-.-house  in  the  following  form  : 

“ It  is  a trarlitionary  story  that  the  Mess-house,  w hi<  h 
is  a verv  strong  building  and  the  largest  in  the  fort,  was 
creeteil  by  strategem.  ,\  considerable  though  not  power- 
ful body  of  I'  rench  troo[is  had  arrived  at  the  point.  I'heir 
force  was  inferior  to  the  surrounding  Indians,  of  whom 
they  were  under  some  apprehensions.  They  obtained 
I'onsent  of  the  Indians  to  build  a' wigwam,  and  induced 
them,  with  some  of  their  officers,  to  engage  in  an  e.xten- 
'i\e  hunt.  The  materials  were  made  ready,  and  while 
the  Indians  were  absent  the  French  built.  \Vhen  the 
hunting  party  returned,  they  found  the  French  had  so  far. 
.idv.anced  with  their  work  as  to  cover  their  faces  and  to 
defend  themselves  from  the  savages  in  case  of  an  attack. 
In  progress  of  time  it  became  a place  of  considerable 
strength.  It  had  its  ravines,  its  ditches  and  pickets;  its 
curtains  and  counterscarp;  its  covered  way,  drawbridge 
■ind  raking  batteries;  its  stone  towers,  laboratory  and 
magazine;  its  mess-house,  barracks  and  bakery,  and  Idack- 
'inith  shop;  and  for  worship,  a chapel, with  a large  ancient 
dial  over  the  door  to  mark  the  course  of  the  sun.  It  was, 
indeed,  a little  city  of  itself,  and  for  a long  period  the 
greatest  place  south  of  Montreal  and  west  of  Albany. 
The  fortification  originally  covered  a space  of  about  eight 
a<  res." 

\\  hether  openly  or  by  ruse,  the  French  Iniilt,  more  than 
a hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  the  first  story  of  the  old 
Mess-house,  as  it  now  stands.  Here  was  one  more  resort 
of  the  French  soldiers,  traders  and  bush  rangers  and  the 
red  hunters  and  warriors  who  formed  the  small  and  shift- 
ing population  ol  the  frontier;  another  bulwark  of  the 
I remh  traile.  and  another  link  in  the  i h.iin  that  was  to 
' onnei  t I .ake  ( >ntario  with  the  Ohio  and  the  .^o’uthwest 
and  mark  the  boundary  of  Xew  Fr.ince. 

( liiv  ol  ihe  traditions  of  old  Fort  Xi;igar;i  was  th.it  in 
tile  I enter  ol  the  .Mess-house  there  was  a well,  .melon  tlie 
' '.rb  miglit  sometimes  be  ,>een  sitting  a headles^  Frcm  h 
"itii  er,  who  h.id  |)resumabl_v  been  murdered  and  thrown 
'■!"  ihi  well,  .\nollier  was  that  there  were  ile|)0'>its  of 
g"ld  and  ■>ilver  buried  In  the  fort,  and  It  Is  said  th.il  jier- 
have  .It  dlllercnt  times  v.ilnlv  ap|>lled  to  the  offu  ers 

|■ermls'-lon  to  dig  for  them. 

Ihe  1 rem  h fort  vvas  Improved  ,ind  strengthened  from 
ti’iw  to  Mine.  “XIagar.i  Is  .iKo  vsa-11  fortified.”  said  ,ui 
"iih  '.il  report  m September,  i 7 g('  “ It  had  only  sis  gun-.. 

" ' hoiii  .mil  |('swego|  ill,  I'liro.lKd  tw  eni  \ -luiif  ,)t 


the  largest  calibre,  whii  h are  now  mounted.  Peojile  are 
busy  su])plvlng  Forts  Diupiesne,  on  the  Reautiful  river 
[Ohio],  Xiagara,  and  Frontenac  with  provisions,  in  order 
to  be  no  longer  obliged  to  employ  the  best  men  at  siu  h 
work  when  they  may  be  reipiiretl  elsewhere." 

Vet  one  thing  was  lacking.  Thirty  big  guns  and  five 
times  thirty  miles  ad.ditlonal  travel  could  not  prevent  the 
Indians  from  trading  w here  thev  could  get  plenty  of  li(|uor; 
and  at  Xiagara  the  supi'ly  of  firewater  was  at  this  time 
meager,  d'his  state  of  things  and  the  results  are  rev  ealed 
in  a rejiort  to  the  crown,  of  ( fetober  1 2th,  1 736.  AVe  quote; 

As  for  the  commerce  now  carried  on  at  Fort  Fron- 
tenac and  Xdagara,  it  becomes  every  year  more  incon- 
siderable in  comparison  to  the  e.xpenses  the  King  incurs 
there.  'Fhese  tvvo'posts,  whit  h produced  some  vears  ago 
as  much  as  52,000  lbs.  of  peltries,  have  these  four  year> 
past  returned  only  25,000  to  35,000  lbs.  This  falling  off 
has  occurred  merely  since  the  discontinuance  of  the  di-- 
tribution  of  brandy  to  the  Indians,  whereof  it  is  the 
King's  pleasure  that  Messrs,  de  Beauharnois  and  Hoc- 
i[Liart  be  very  s[iaring.  * * * \Ve  admit  that  it  is 

difficult,  and  perhaps  impossible,  to  sell  brandv  to  the 
major  portion  of  the  Indians  without  their  getting  drunk. 
Hut  it  is  equally  certain  that  nothing  deters  them  from 
trading  v\  ith  the  French  on  these  posts,  and  anywhere 
else  in  the  upper  countries,  more  than  the  refusal  to  sell 
them  any  of  this  liquor,  for  which  they  entertain  an  inex- 
pressible passion.  They  finr!  plenty  of  it  at  Choueguen. 
where  they  repair  from  all  the  posts  of  the  upper  countric'. 
without  any  means  of  stojjping  them  at  X’iagara.  Sie.:r> 
de  Beauharnois  and  Hoci[uart  perceive,  unfortunatelv . 
no  means  of  destroying  or  interrupting  the  commercial 
relation  this  drink  keeps  up  between  the  Indians  and  the 
Fmglish.” 

The  rebuilding  of  Fort  X'iagara  vvas  but  one  step  in 
the  formation  of  a chain  of  posts  along  this  frontier.  Lake 
Erie,  and  the  .Alleghany,  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  bv 
which  the  French  resolved  to  assert  and  maintain  that 
line  as  the  boundary  of  their  domain  in  .America.  The 
time  was  coming  when,  if  the  English  were  ev  er  to  hold 
more  than  the  .Atlantic  slope  of  the  continent,  thev  mu-t 
arouse  to  the  employment  of  more  vigorous  measures 
than  intrigues  with  the  Indians  and  remonstrances  to  the 
Canadian  governor.  In  1756  war  between  England  and 
h' ranee  vvas  declared,  .\ctive  hostilities  had  aireadv  been 
in  progress  for  two  years  between  the  forces  of  the  two 
powers  in  .krnenca,  taking  the  form  of  a contest  for 
the  possession  of  the  posts  between  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Ohio.  In  1755  Fort  Xiagara  w is  threatened  bv'  an  ex- 
pedition from  the  east  via  Oswego.  The  expedition  got 
no  further  than  that  |)oint,  but  the  Frem  h were  led  to 
h;ive  the  menaced  fortress  reconstructed  by  the  competent 
engineer  I’ouchot,  and  before  it  could  be  assailed  it  vva^ 
in  .1  formidable  condition.  .Montcalm  wrote  in  17:0: 
"M.  de  A'audri  uil  emplovc'l  M.  I'oui  hot,  capt.nn 
regiment  ol  ile.irn,  who  iuis  erci  led  a good  (■■rt;  ■ .u 
.It  Xl.igara.  it  consists  of  a horn-woik  with  its  halt- 
moon.  covert-way,  lunettes  .it  the //(/cc.f  iftirmrs  rc-enter- 
mg  li'oiii  the  (ovcrt-w.i\,  I'he  front  of  this  wuik  1.  i.-_ 
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toises.  It  is  fortified  according  to  M.  de  Vauban's  j 
method.” 

It  had  need  to  l>e  ; for  an  army  would  one  day  mai<  h 
against  it  which  would  not  stop  at  Oswego.  It  was  not  j 
until  the  ist  of  July,  1759,  however,  that  a force  of  2,200 
regular  trooi)s  and  militia,  which  had  rendezvoused  at 
Oswego  under  Hrig.adier-(ieneral  John  I’rideaux,  em- 
barked for  the  siege  of  Fort  Niagara,  act  ompanied  by  943 
Irotpiois  warriors,  who  had  been  rallied  for  the  under- 
taking by  the  best  efforts  of  the  best  Indian  manager 
.America  ever  knew — Sir  William  Johnson. 

This  remarkable  man,  now  and  long  before  and  after 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  English  go\ern-  | 
nient,  came  from  Ireland  in  his  early  youth,  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  1738  as  a farmer  and  trader  near  the 
site  of  Amsterdam,  Montgomery  county,  X.  A’.,  wliere, 
and  subsetpiently  on  the  border  of  the  now  fine  old  village 
of  Johnstown,  Fulton  county,  which  was  founded  by  and 
named  after  him,  he  had  his  home  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  By  his  genial  and  honest  character  and  his 
intimate  affiliation  with  the  Indians,  he  gained  an  unpar- 
alleled influence  over  them,  which  he  strenuously  exerted 
in  the  interest  of  the  British  crown.  The  campaign  u[h  n 
which  he  now  entered  associates  his  name  inseparably 
with  the  history  of  the  Niagara  frontier.  ‘ 


1.  (»allcrif>  to  communicate  \ritli  the  e.siterjnr  \vork>, 

2.  I.akc  Ontario  P.a>tion, 

Harrack>,  .■Ktore<.  and  scvti^c.'.  of  the  old  fnrt, 

4.  Nia;:ara  (i.iic. 

at  the  (»ate  of  the  FInc  Nation-. 

<>.  Harhei  H.utory  of  5 gun-s. 

7.  Relief  tiatc. 

X.  Another  Harhct  Battery  of  5 guns. 

«).  Ituliati  huts. 

In  what  condition  was  the  French  fortress  to  resist  the 
armament  coming  over  the  lake  to  its  .itr.u  k .'  C'aptam 
I'ouchot,  its  rcluiilder  and  < onim.indcr.  shall  tell  us  ; 

“fori  Nuigar.'i  is  situ.ito  on  tlic  c.ist  point  nf  the  n\c; 
o!  that  name,  which  terminates  in  a triangle,  whose  liase 
is  the  hc.ul  ot  a horn-work,  one  lumdrcd  and  fourteen 
toises  on  its  exterior  side,  .ill  ot  c.irth,  sodded  mti  riorU 
and  e.xterioriy  ; with  a ditch  clc\cn  toiscs  wide  bv  miic 
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feet  deep,  one-half  moon  and  two  small  lunettes  or  in- 
trenched places  of  arms,  with  a covert-w.iy  and  glacis 
projiortioned  to  the  works.  The  ditches  have  no  revet- 
ment. The  fort  placi:  and  one-half  mocm  are  ])alisadetl 
on  the  berm.  The  other  two  sides  are  a simple  intrem  h- 
ment,  also  in  earth,  sodded  within  and  without,  sc\  en  feet 
high  inside  and  six  feet  thick  on  the  summit  of  the  par- 
apet, with  a fraise  on  the  berm.  These  two  sides  of  the 
intrenchment  are  on  broken  ground  forty  feet  in  height. 
The  river  side  would  be  accessible,  although  with  diffi- 
culty. That  of  the  lake  is  more  perpendicular. 

“We  must  here  enter  into  some  details  as  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  fort  at  the  time  it  was  besieged  ; .M.  Bouchot 
had  just  completed  the  raising  of  the  ramparts.  The 
bastion  batteries,  which  were  in  barbet,  were  not  yet  fin- 
ished ; they  were  constructed  of  barrels  filled  with  earth. 
On  his  arrival,  he  set  men  to  work  at  oak  blindages,  four- 
teen inches  scpiare  and  fifteen  feet  long,  with  which  he 
lined  the  rear  of  the  large  house  on  the  lake  side,  the 
ipiarter  most  sheltered,  in  order  to  build  an  hospital  there. 
Along  the  faces  of  the  powder  magazine,  he  constructed, 
for  the  protection  of  the  walls  and  to  serve  as  casemates, 
a vast  storehouse  in  pieces  joined  by  a pinnacle  at  their 
summit,  and  in  this  house  Tie  placed  the  arms  and  armor- 
ers. ’Twill  he  remarked  that  such  a work  is  excellent 
for  field  forts  in  wooded  countries,  and  can  easily  ser\  e 
for  barracks  and  magazines.  The  shell  falling  on  an  ob- 
huiue  plain  does  it  little  injury,  because  such  construction 
is  very  solid. 

“ The  garrison  was  composed  of  149  men  detached 
from  the  regiments  of  LaSarre,  Royal  Rousillon,  Guienne 
and  Bearn,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Pouchot.  of  the 
Bearn  Regiment,  Commandant;  Captain  de  A'illars  of  La 
Sarre;  Captain  de  Cervies  of  Royal  Rousillon:  Lieutenant 
de  Marambert  of  Guienne;  Lieutenant  Salvignac  of  Bearn: 
Lieutenant  la  Miltiere  of  Languedoc;  of  1S3  Colonials, 
under  the  orders  of  Captain  de  la  Roche,  of  that  service. 
Lieutenants  Cornoyer  and  Larminac;  of  133  militia  and 
21  gunners,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Bonnafoux  of  the 
Royal  Corps.  M.  Pouchot  increased  this  number  to  100 
drafted  from  the  troojis  and  the  most  adroit  of  the 
militiamen:  in  all  486,  and  39  employes,  five  of  whmn 
were  women  or  children,  who  with  two  P>ouville  ladic-' 
attended  the  hospital,  served  uj)  gun  cartridges,  and  matle 
earth  bags.” 

'I’he  English  force  debarked  at  a point  spoken  of  a-v 
the  Little  Swam[),  a cove  some  distance  ea.st  of  Fort  Ni- 
agara, where  they  drew  up  their  batteaux  and  secured 
their  position  by  an  intrenchment.  ["'Pile  Little  Su amp 
is  forty  rods  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  Four-Mile  creek. 
.Some  of  the  remains  of  the  battery  are  still  there."  Ot- 
s-.v)u/.\  Tiin:n\  1841).]  In  the  evening  of  the  fith  of  juiv. 
a soldier  of  the  Niagara  garrison,  who  Rtd  been  liuntiiig 
in  the  neighboring  forest,  rushed  into  the  fort  and  told 
t'lipt.iin  Pouchot  rhaf  in  the  border  of  the  woods  vl’u  h 
swi-pi  .iroiind  1;  from  lake  to  riwr,  bcoond  .1  . io.ir  s|.,|.  <. 
that  g.ue  irvc  r.inge  to  the  I rem  h guns  and  leii  ni'  i.'O.  1 
for  an  enenu,  he  liad  discovoreei  .in  Indi.in  v.ir  p,iii\. 
u1k>  h.ul  fired  on  some  other  luinlers  from  the  lort.  ITic 
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n jinrt  sKiiii  < Diil'irimd  by  a ri’Cf)nnoitcriiiLC  force, 

wliiOi  cncoiint'Tcd  a vollicv  that  drove  it  back  to  the 
di<'  u(»rks.  A few  cannon  siiot  wt-re  lired  at  the  enemy's 
position,  and  Fonchot,  apiJireliensive  of  a surprise,  station- 
fd  Captain  Selviert  witli  a hundrtul  men  in  the  outworks 
of  the  fort,  wliile  " tlie  nst  of  the  garrison  was  under 
arms  on  the  rain|i:irts  till  midniglit.” 

( )n  llie  7tii  Captain  Foushot,  w liile  communitation  w ith 
the  oui->ide  worUl  was  still  possible,  dispute  hed  runners 
lor  the  I reiich  ])osts  to  the  south  and  west,  summoning 
to  I’.is  aid  their  garrisons,  with  all  the  western  Indians 
tiiev  could  rally.  I'hat  this  had  not  been  done  before 
shows  that  the  Fnglish  expedition  came  u|n)n  him  une\- 
pe<  ted,  for  otherwise  he  must  certainh'  ha\  c strengthened 
himself  already  by  all  avaslable  reinforcements. 

I'he  first  [,'oint  w here  Fotichot's  carriers  left  their  w arn- 
ing of  the  arriial  of  the  enemy  was  Fort  Little  Niagara, 
otherwise  called  Fort  dii  Fortage,  the  Little  Fort  and 
Fisher  s battery  Marshall,  a feeble  establishment  built 
above  the  falls  by  the  Frem  h in  1750,  on  the  point  now- 
occupied  by  the  Stedman  house,  to  protect  the  portage 
at  its  upper  end.  'I’he  Joncaire  brothers  were  now- 
stationed  here,  Chabert  being  in  charge.  On  learning  of 
the  tlanger  w hich  threatened  the  post  he  transferred  all 
the  moveable  [iroperty  connected  w ith  it  to  the  w est  bank 
of  the  river,  burned  the  buildings,  to  prevent  their  being 
of  service  to  the  enemy,  and  retired  to  Fort  Niagara. 


CHAPTER  X. 


joi:kn\i.  ok  Johnson’s  sieof,  ok  fort  ni.ao.vra — rout 

OK  V RK.I.IK.K  FORCE THE  SURRENDER. 


‘•in  the  morning  of  the  7th  that  the  gar-  ! 
of  the  fort  got  their  first  certain  ^ 
intimation  “that  it  was  the  English  come  to 
besiege  ” them,  by  seeing  “seven  barges  on  j 
N.l'  “ league  and  a 1-ialf  distance  from  the 

fort.’  1 he  armefl  scho'iner  “ Irocpiois,’’ Captain  | 
La  Force,  King  before  the  fortress,  jnit  out  with  | 
orders  to  destroy  the  ICngiish  barges,  in  which  it  would 
•'cem  to  have  tailed,  “ .\ll  that  day  several  savages  show  ed 
iheiinelves  on  the  edge  of  the  desert.  .Monsieur  La 
l orce  lired  several  ca-nnon  shot  at  them;  and  percei\ed 
>hc\  were  w-orking  .it  an  intrenchment  at  the  Little 
^"amp.  .<0  ^;p\  s the  I'  rench  journal  of  the  affair.  In 
du^  dm  ument  we  c.in  best  trace  the  progress  of  the 
K.-ge; 

S.''/'  f ulv.  The  si'hooner  coniinuc<l  to  cruise 
•nui  lire  on  t!u  English  < .imp,  .\bout  nine  in  tlu-  morn- 
mg  .m  I'.nglish  otllcer  brought  a letter  from  brigadier 
lude.UiX  to  Mons.  Foiu  hot,  to  summons  hmi,  jiroposnii; 

'•nil  .ill  aiKantagcs  and  good  tre  iiment,  .di  of  w hii  h he 
‘ ]oliicly  rctu.scd,  and  c\en  seemed  to  be  unwilling 


to  receive  the  Flnglish  general’s  letter.  The  remainder 
of  this  day  the  English  made  no  motions.” 

“ \olh.  .\t  two  o’clock  all  our  men  were 

on  the  ramparts,  and  at  daybreak  we  perceived  that  they 
had  opened  their  trenc  hes  at  the  entrance  of  the  wil- 
derr-iess,  at  about  three  hundred  toises  from  the  fort;  we 
m.ide  a \er\-  hot  fire  upon  them  all  day.  .M.  Chabert 
[ loncaire]  arrived  with  the  garrison  of  the  I.ittle  Fort, 
and  se\  en  or  eight  sa\  age  Irocpiois  and  Missagoes.  Mon- 
sieur Pouchot  went  to  jialisade  the  ditcdies.  'I'he  service, 
as  usual,  only  the  addition  of  two  officers  to  be  in  the 
covered  way.  .-Vbout  eleven  o’clock  at  night  orders  were 
given  to  make  all  the  pic.kets  fire  from  the  covered  way, 
to  hinder  the  workmen  of  the  enemv-.  M.  La  Force  sent 
liisboat  on  shore  for  Monsieur  Pouehot’s  orders. 

“ W’t'dui'sday,  wth  [nly.  The  works  continued  on  both 
sides.  .-\t  noon  a party  of  about  fifteen  men,  soldiers 
and  militia,  went  very  nigh  the  trenches  of  the  enemy 
and  perceived  them  sallv  out,  between  four  and  five 
hundred,  who  came  towards  them  at  a cpiick  pace,  but 
they  were  stopped  by  our  cannon.  They  began  on  the 
other  side  of  the  swamp,  which  is  the  left  of  their 
trench,  another,  about  twenty  yards.”  In  the  evening  of 
this  day,  an  Irociuois  chief  who  was  with  the  garrison 
found  means  to  introduce  into  the  fort  several  of  [ohn- 
son's  Indians,  who  held  a a fruitless  parley  with  Pouchot. 
These  fickle  savages  were  even  now  wavering,  and  the 
Rritish  leaders  dared  not  refuse  them  permission  to  visit 
the  French,  though  suspicious  of  their  purpose.  Pouchot 
“sent  them  back  each  with  a loaf,  liecause  he  knew  that 
the  Elnglish  army  were  eating  only  flour  baked  into  cakes 
in  the  ashes."  Johnson  found  it  necessary  to  jiromise  them 
the  plunder  of  the  fort  to  keep  them  to  their  work.  At 
ten  in  the  evening  of  the  iith  the  English  had  eight  mor- 
tars in  operation. 

'''' Night  tlu  wth  and  \zth.  The  enemv  ran 

their  parallel  from  their  first  trench  to  the  lake  side,  w-here 
it  seemed  they  intended  to  establish  a batterv.  * * * 

The  enemy  wrought  the  rest  of  that  day  [the  lath],  and 
perfected  their  night’s  work.  Monsieur  La  F'orce  had 
orders  to  proceed  to  Frontenac  and  to  return  immediate- 
ly. In  the  night  between  the  12th  and  13th  thev  firetl 
many  bombs.  I went  w-ith  thirty  men  to  observe  where 
the  enemy  wrought. 

“ Friday,  13///  July.  * * * 'pin;  enemv  threw  a 

great  many  bombs  all  this  day.  and  continued  to  work  to 
jierfect  their  trenches  ; we  fired  a great  manv  cannon 
shot.  * * * 

" Satnrday,  \z,tli  Jniy.  .\t  d.ay-break  we  found  the\- 
had  jirolonged  their  trenc  hes  to  the  lake  shore,  in  sjute 
of  the  great  fire  from  our  ctinnon  am.l  nmsketrv.  during 
the  night,  and  iierfected  it  during  the  dav  time  : thev 
have  pl.iced  four  mortars  and  thrc.wn  manv  bombs.  All 
luir  garrison  lay  in  the  c civcred  wa\-  and  on  the  r.impa.rts. 

V.vv./i/i  , 1 /'  - y In  the  nuirnit'g  w c.  - c-''.  ed 
they  had  finisiu:d  their  works  begun  the  ni^',:  i.  ■'.  re. 

1 luring  the  night  they  threw  thre-,-  l-iunclred  bomb- ; the 
rest  c)l  the  day  and  niglvt  tliey  threw  a great  m.mv.  but 
did  not  iru  (unmcide  us  in  an\-  sliainj. 


LAST  DAYS  OF  I'HF  SIF(iK  OF  F(JRT  NIAGARA. 
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“ Mi'iiility.  \(>th  July.  .\t  dawn  of  day  we  spied,  about 
balf  a lenjiue  off.  twobuges.  at  which  we  discharged  some 
cannon,  on  winch  they  retired.  In  the  course  of  the  day 
they  continued  to  throw  .some  boml>s.  'I'hey  have  already 
disabled  u.s  some  twent}  men.  .\ll  our  men  lie  on  beaver, 
or  in  their  clothes  and  armed.  W'c  do  what  we  can  to 
incommode  them  with  our  cannon. 

“ Tuesilaw  \-,th  July.  Until  six  this  morning  we  had  a 
thick  fog.  .so  that  we  could  not  discern  the  works  of  the 
cnemv  ; but  it  clearing  a little  up,  we  saw  they  had  raised 
a battery  of  three  pieces  of  cannon  and  four  mortars  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  They  began  to  fire  about 
seven  .\.  M..  and  Monsieur  Fouchot  placed  all  the  guns 
he  could  against  them.  The  fire  %vas  brisk  on  both  sides 
all  day  ; they  seemed  most  inclined  to  batter  the  house 
where  the  commandant  lodge.s.  The  service  as  usual  for 
the  night. 

“ Wednesday,  \%th  July.  There  was  a great  firing,  as 
on  the  preceding  day  ; we  had  one  soldier  di.-'membered 
and  four  wounded  by  their  bomb.s. 

“ Thursday,  \cyth  July.  At  dawn  of  day  we  found  the 
enemy  had  begun  a parallel  eighty  yard.s  long  in  front  of 
the  fort.  The  fire  was  ver\'  great  on  both  sides.  At  two 
P.  M.  arrived  the  schooner  ‘ Iro<iuoi.s.’ from  Frontenac. 
and  lay  abreast  of  the  fort,  waiting  for  a calm,  not  being 
able  to  get  in.  the  enemy  having  a battery  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river.”  ■*■■*■*  In  the  evening  of  thi.s  day 
General  Prideaux  was  instantly  killed  by  the  premature 
explosion  of  a shell,  which  burst  immediately  on  leaving 
a gun  near  which  he  was  standing,  a piece  striking  him 
on  the  head.  The  command  of  the  besiegers  now  de- 
volved upon  Sir  William  Johnson,  who  pressed  the  siege 
w ith  vigor. 

Triday,  2cl/i  July.  The  English  have  made  a third 
parallel,  towards  the  lake  ; they  are  to-day  about  one 
hundred  and  si.xty  yards  from  the  fort.  They  cannot 
have  worked  quietly  at  the  sap.  having  had  a great  fire  of 
musketry  all  night  long  which  they  were  obliged  to  bear. 
During  the  day  they  made  a great  firing  with  their  mor- 
tars. and  they  perfected  their  work-?  begun  the  night  of 
the  19th  to  the  rath.  We  had  one  man  kdled  and  four 
wounded.  The  fire  of  the  musketry  was  very  hot  on  both 
sides  till  eleven  at  night,  when  the  enemy  left  off  and  we 
luntinued  ours  all  night.  * * * 

" Saturday,  zist.  During  the  night  the  er.emv  made  a 
fourth  parallel,  which  is  about  one  hundred  vards  from 
the  fort,  in  which  :t  appears  they  w hi  erect  a barter.'  for 
a breach  in  the  flag  bastion.  I hey  have  hardly  fired  anv 
< jnnon  or  bombs  in  the  d.ay.  which  un  es  one  room  to 
think  they  are  transporting  rheir  cannon  and  artiilerv 
from  their  old  batter)'  to  their  new  one.  The  >crvi.  e as 
U'ual.  Their  batteiy  on  the  other  side  fired  but  iictle  in 
the  day.  * * * 

" S >:day . 22  r \il  the  r;_h:  wa.-»  a -tron  .' cor'^  • ■ on 
'ides.  We  had  r.c  n:  k bed  ' \ ' leo'  ; ' ' . j.- 

■wn  i.innon.  We  fired  .i.i  - r n 

ridgcs.  They  worked  in  t.ic  ni_ht  perte;  t ad  t;  -- r 
*<>rks  begun  the  ruglu  before.  I’he  enemy  Iw.  r to  fire 
rid  ’■  -t  I ' in  t;.e  n'c:  '.  * * » \y  Jav  r •r';-  - 


ued  to  work  to  establish  their  batteries.  They  fired,  as 
usual,  bombs  and  cannon.  The  service  as  usual  for  thc- 
night  of  the  aand  .and  23d.  They  w'orked  hard  to  perfect 
their  batteries,  being  ardently  sustained  by  their  mus- 
ketry." The  fort  was  by  this  time  seriously  feeling  the 
effects  of  the  siege.  The  batteries  on  the  bastions  had 
on  the  arrival  of  the  English  been  hastily  protected  by 
barrels,  and  afterward  bags,  of  earth  ; but  the  barrels 
were  soon  splintered  by  the  enemy’s  guns,  and  the  i>ags 
were  now  burnt  or  torn,  or  w'orn  out  by  shifting  them 
from  point  to  point  of  the  line  where  the  fire  of  the  be- 
siegers for  the  time  bore  most  severely.  Wadding  for  the 
cannon  also  gave  out,  and  the  hay  which  w'as,  resorted  to 
as  a substitute  did  not  last  long.  The  straw'  and  even  the 
linen  of  the  beds  next  went  the  same  way. 

Monday,  2T,d.  We  added  two  pieces  of  cannon  to  the 
bastion  of  the  lake,  to  oppose  those  of  the  enemy's  side. 
-A.t  eight  A.  M.,  four  savages  brought  a letter  from  Mon- 
sieur -\ubrey  to  Monsieur  Pouchot,  by  which  we  learn 
that  he  has  arrived  at  the  Great  [Navy]  Island,  before 
the  Little  Fort,  at  the  head  of  tw'enty-five  hundred,  half 
French  and  half  .savages.  Monsieur  Pouchot  immedi- 
ately sent  back  four  savages  with  the  answer  to  .Monsieur 
.Aubrey's  letter,  informing  him  of  the  enemy’s  situation. 
Those  savages,  before  they  came  in,  spoke  to  the  Five 
Nation.s,  and  gave  them  five  belts  to  engage  them  to  retire 
from  the  enemy.  They  saw'  part  of  the  enemy’s  camp, 
and  told  us  the  fi.’'st  or  second  in  command  wa.->  killed  by 
one  of  our  bullets,  and  two  of  their  guns  broken  and  one 
mortar.  We  have  room  to  hope  that  'vvith  such  success 
we  may  oblige  the  enemy  to  raise  the  siege,  with  the  loss 
of  men  ; and  as  they  take  up  much  ground,  they  m'ast  be 
beat,  no:  being  able  to  rally  quick  enough.  .At  two  P.  M. 
they  unma.sked  another  barter.'  of  * * * cannon,  three 
of  w'hich  were  eighteen  pounders,  the  others  twelve  and 
si.x.  They  began  w'ith  a brisk  fire,  which  contir.'aed  two 
hours,  then  slackened.  * * * We  worked  hard  to  place 
two  pieces,  tweh  c pounder?,,  on  the  middle  of  the  ■.  .rtain-;. 
to  bear  upon  their  battery. 

Tuesday,  zyth  July.  The  enemy  began  their  fire 
about  four  o’clock  this  morning,  and  continued  to  fire 
with  the  same  vivacity  the  rest  of  the  day.  .\tc:ght  .\.  .M 
we  perceived  our  army  was  approaching,  ha'.'ing  made 
Several  disc’narges  of  rnuske'r.'  at  Belle  Famille.  .\t  nine 
ti’.e  fire  began  on  both  sides,  and  lasted  half  an  h-.-.r. 
We  w'ait  to  ’anow'  who  has  the  advantage  of  these  tv.o. 
.At  tw'o  P.  M.  wc  heard  hy  a savage  that  our  army  w.;? 
routed,  and  almost  all  m,ade  prisoners,  by  the  mear’nery 
•n  our  savages  ; when  immediately  the  English  army  i 
tile  pleasure  to  inform  us  of  ;t.  by  summon  nu  us  to  r- 
rcndcr.” 

The  journal  from  which  these  evracts  are  made  •■•.a' 
prmted  in  ?*Ir.  f.irsamu'  T'-rnerA  History  of  the  t\- 
I‘u'<-ha?e.  with  a paragraph  appended  -^ayinu  *hut  t -a 
■ r,i  '.  -'''h  r I '.i[  er-.  in  '’nc  f'-m,  rwo  _ 

'nom  i. 'e  't'*  men:  -ned.  and 

i.^ied. 

Wc  h.ivc  heard  wh.Tt  a f g’fivc  'i'..;uc.  ill  e • 
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ciTnrt  to  raise  the  siege.  What  had  really  hajj^ened  was  ^ 
this: 

In  response  to  ruuchot’s  appeal  for  helj)  from  the 
southern  and  western  fort-,  some  1,400  French  and  Indi-  i 
— two-thirds  of  tiiein  the  former — rende/voused  at 
l’re'>pie  Ne,  now  Krie,  '-i.Pience,  in  batteau.x  and  ( anoes, 
they  paddled  for  the  Niagara.  Halting  a day  or  two  at  ' 
N.iw  Island,  they  rrosseJ  to  the  east  bank  of  the  river, 
h-ft  their  boats  with  a guard  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
nu  n.  .ind  marched  to  the  relief  of  the  beleagured  fortress. 

The  woods  were  full  of  Johnson’s  Iroipiois,  who  duly 
informed  him  of  the  approach  of  the  French  and  the  j 
western  Indians.  'I’he  superior  numbers  of  the  besiegers 
en.ibled  their  ( ommander  to  station  an  adequate  force  to 
meet  the  relieving  army,  without  so  far  emptying  the 
trenHies  that  they  need  fear  a sortie  from  the  fort.  His 
dispositions  and  the  results  of  the  encounter  seem  to  l>e  ' 
fairly  reported  in  a letter  written  at  Oswego  on  the  28th, 
as  the  result  of  an  interview  with  Lieutenant  Moncrieff, 
General  I’rideauv’s  aid-<ie-cami>,  who  had  just  arrived 
there.  ?Tom  it  we  e.xtract  the  following;  ^ 

“ Having  intelligence  from  his  Indians  of  a large  party 
lieing  on  their  march  from  the  falls  to  relieve  the  fort, 

Sir  William  made  a disposition  to  prevent  them.  The 
2gd,  in  the  evening,  he  ordered  the  Light  Infantry  and 
pickets  of  the  lines  to  lie  near  the  road  on  our  left,  leading 
from  the  falls  to  the  fon.  These  he  reinforced  in  the  I 
morning  of  the  24th  with  the  Grenadiers  and  part  of  the 
46th  Regiment,  all  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Massey.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Faniuar,  with  the 
44th  battalion;  was  ordered  to  the  tail  of  the  trenches  to 
sup])ort  the  guard  of  the  trenches,  commanded  by  .Major  | 
lleckwith.  About  eight  in  the  morning  our  Indians  ad- 
vanced to  speak  to  the  French  Indians,  which  the  enemy 
declined.  'I'he  action  began  soon  after  with  screams,  , 
as  usual,  front  the  enemy  ; but  our  troops  were  so  well 
disposed  to  receive  them  in  front,  and  our  Indians  on  j 
their  hanks,  that  in  less  than  an  hour’s  time  their  whole  i 
army  was  ruined.  The  number  of  the  slain  was  not  as- 
( ertained,  as  the  pursuit  was  continued  three  miles_  ' 
Seventeen  officers  were  made  prisoners,  among  whom  are 
Monsieur  H’.Vubrey.  ( hief  in  command,  wounded  ; Mon- 
"ieur  De  l.ignerv,  second  in  command,  wounded  also  ; ■ 

Monsieur  .Marini,  leader  of  the  Indians  ; .Monsieur  De 
Villie,  Repentini,  Martini  and  lla.sonc,  all  captains,  and 
'everal  others,  .\fter  this  defeat,  wh.ich  was  in  .sight  of 
tile  garrison  I'Ti'.e  battle  ground  is  a mile  and.  a half  below 
the  Five  Mile  Meadows,  at  a ]ilace  called  I'iloody  Run. 
Skulls  and  other  human  bones,  bill-axes,  piet.'es  of  mu.^- 
kets,  eti  .,  were  strewn  over  the  ground  there  long  aftei' 
die  si-lllement  of  the  country  commenced.’— Z’//c;/(V.  |. 

Sir  \\  illiam  sent  Major  Il.irvey  into  the  fort  with  a list  of 
"lluers  taken,  recommending  it  • to  the  commanding 
'•niier  to  -.nrremler  befoi'i.-  more  b'ood  w.is  shed,  and 
while  he  h.'d  it  in  hi'  pow  er  to  ri.str.iin  the  Indian'.  I'he 
'omm.mding  ollicer,  to  be  cert. tin  of  such  a ileleat.  sent 
■m  otticer  of  his  to  si.-e  the  prisoners.  They  were  shown 
t"  Imn  and.  in  'hurt,  the  c.qiitul.ition  w.is  finished  about 
I'  a at  night  of  the  24th,  b_v  whi<  h the  g.irrison  surreinier- 


ed,  with  the  honors  of  war,  which  Lieutenant  Moncrielf 
saw  embarked  the  morning  he  came  away,  to  the  number 
of  607  jirivate  men,  exclusive  of  the  officers  and  their 
ladies  and  those  taken  in  the  action.  We  expect  them 
here  to-morrow  on  their  way  to  New  York." 

A letter  of  which  the  follow  ing  is  a jiart  was  written  at 
Fort  Niagara  on  the  day  after  the  battle  : except  in  the 
points  corrected  it  is  corroborated  by  the  accounts  of 
|)ersons  who  were  in  a position  to  know  the  facts  : 

“ Yesterday  morning  a party  of  F'rench  and  Indians, 
consisting  of  1500,  of  which  400  were  Indians,  about 
eight  o’clock  came  iqion  our  right  [left],  where  a breast- 
work was  thrown  uj),  as  we  liad  intelligence  of  their  com- 
ing ; and  as  ten  of  our  peo[>le  were  crossing  the  lake  [river] 
above  they  began  to  fire  upon  them,  which  gave  our  peo- 
ple time  to  get  all  their  pickets,  the  46th  regiment,  part  of 
the  44th  [600  men  of  both],  too  New  Yorkers,  600  Indians, 
ready  to  oppose  them.  M’e  waited  and  received  their  fire 
five  or  six  times  before  our  people  returned  it,  which  they 
did  at  about  thirty  yards  distance,  then  jumped  over  their 
breastwork  and  closed  in  with  them,  upon  which  thev  im- 
mediately gave  way  and  broke  ; their  Indians  left  them, 
and  for  a while  we  made  a vast  slaughter.  * * * 'jq.)g 

ordnance  stores  found  in  the  fort  at  Niagara  when  Gren- 
eral  Johnson  took  possession  of  it  were  two  fourteen- 
pounders,  nineteen  twelve-pounders,  one  eleven-pounder, 
seven  eight-pounders,  seven  six-pounders,  two  four-pound- 
ers, five  two-pounders  — all  iron;  1500  round  twelve 
pound  shot,  40,000  pounds  musket  balls,  200  weight  of 
match,  500  hand  grenades,  two  cohorns  and  two  mortars, 
mounted  ; 300  bill-axes,  500  hand  hatchets,  too  axes.  300 
shovels,  400  pick-axes,  250  mattocks,  54  spades,  twelve 
vvhi])-saws  and  a considerable  number  of  small  arms, 
swords,  tomahawks,  scalping-knives,  cartouch-boxes,  etc.” 

An  exjiress  who  bore  from  Albany  to  New  ^'ork  the 
tidings  of  the  caiiture  reported  that  “the  number  of  our 
[Fnglish]  killed  and  wounded  in  the  defeat  of  the  rein- 
forcement from  Venango  [1  )’.\ubrey’s  force]  we  cannot 
as  yet  justly  ascertain,  but  there  were  five  of  the  New 
Yorkers  among  the  slain  in  that  affair.  It  is  said  we  had 
not  lost  forty  men  in  the  whole  since  the  landing  of  the 
troops  at  Niagara.  'I'he  Indians  were  allowed  all  the 
plunder  in  the  fort,  and  found  a vast  quantitv  of  it — some 
say  to  the  value  of  ,;^'30o  to  a man.  The  fort,  it  is  said, 
is  large  enough  to  contain  1,000  fighting  men  without  in- 
convenient e.  .Ml  the  buildings  in  and  about  it  arestantl- 
ing  and  in  good  order,  and  it  is  thought  had  our  forces 
stormed  the  place,  which  was  intended,  they  would  have 
met  with  a warm  recejition  ; and  beating  the  Venangt) 
party  will  undtnditedly  t row  11  with  laurels  the  ever  de- 
serving jtthnson.” 

It  is  related  th.it  oim  of  the  Iroquois  besiegers  found 
among  the  captured  garrison  an  mtim.ite  frieml  n.uned 
.Moncourt.  to  whom  he  was  greatl v att.u  hetl.  Not  doubt- 
ing. Iioiii  ihs  ide.is  ot  .1  cajilives  l.ite.  that  the  ju'isoners 
would  be  put  to  death  wiih  torment',  he  approai  bed  his 
triend,  and  s.iving,  " llrother.  1 .im  in  despair  at  seeing 
you  dead,  but  take  he.’.rt.  I'll  prevent  their  torturing  vou,” 
struck  the  Frenchman  dead  with  his  tomah.iwk. 
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FINAL  EXPULSION  OF  Till',  I RENOU— 1(  )K'l'  SCRILOSSER. 


CHAPTER  XL 


SIK  W'lU.IAM  |oH\-u\’>  JOL'KN'AI. K)RT  SC  H l-Oi^SK  R liL  Il.T 

TRADKRS  i’ROHIlUrKD  FROM  SFl  I'LlNc;  T H FR K A ROU TS. 


D’Aubrev’s  attempt  to  raise  the  siege  of  Fort  | 

Niagara  at  least  a hundred  and  fd'ty  ot  his  | 

men  had  been  killed,  and  probably  many  j 

_ more  ; and  more  than  a hundred  ( aptured.  | 

^ The  remainder  fled  with  all  possible  speed  ^ 

back  to  the  jioint  where  they  left  their  boats,  and 
r embarked  for  Detroit,  leaving  the  intermediate  posts 
to  the  fate  which  the  fall  of  Niagara  had  rendered  inevit- 
able. 'I'he  only  force  which  had  any  cham  e of  saving 
the  fort,  and  therefore  the  last  body  of  men  charged  with 
the  maintenance  of  the  French  tlag  on  the  Niagara,  tied 
from  the  task,  satisfied  and  glad  to  have  escaj>ed  with  j 
their  lives.  We  have  gleaned  the  incidents  of  the  siege  of 
the  fated  French  fortress  largely  from  the  journal  of  its 
defender  ; for  the  events  immediately  following  the  sur- 
render we  will  quote  the  diary  of  its  cajitor,  Sir  ^Villiam 
Johnson,  as  printed  in  Stone’s  life  of  the  Baronet  : 

“The  garrison  of  Niagara  surrendered  July  25th  at  i 
seven  in  the  morning.  The  number  of  which  consisted 
of  si.x  hundred  and  seven  men  and  eleven  officers,  besides 
a number  of  women,  children,  etc.  The  former  to  be  ■ ! 
sent  to  England  by  way  of  New  York,  and  escorted  to  i 
Oswego  by  a detachment  of  the  46th,  consisting  of  three 
hundred  ; the  latter  to  the  first  French  post,  with  one  I 
priest.  * * * , 

‘‘'July  2^th.  'They  embarked,  after  grounding  their 
arms,  and  proceeded  to  Oswego.  * * * j 

"’21th.  I divided  among  the  several  nations  the  jiris- 
oners  and  scalps  [taken  in  the  battle  of  the  24thJ,  amount-  | 

ing  to  two  hundred  and  forty-si.x,  of  w hich  ninety-si.\  were  ; 

prisoners.  'Fhe  officers  I with  difficulty  released  from 
them,  by  ransom,  good  words,  etc. 

“ 28//0  The  greatest  part  of  all  the  nations  set  off  in 
boats,  with  a deal  of  plunder,  for  their  several  countries. 
Buried  Brigadier-General  I’rideaux  in  the  cnapel,  and  i 
Colonel  Johnson,  with  a great  deal  of  form.  I was  chief  ' 
mourner.  * * * Colonel  Haldimand  arrived  here 

with  Captain  Williamette  from  Oswego,  to  claim  the  com- 
mand, which  1 refused  giving  up,  as  my  commission  gave  ; 
me  rank  of  him.  He  gave  up  the  point  until  General 
.Vmherst’s  pleasure  was  know  n,  whii  h may  be  soon,  as 
Colonel  Haldimand,  on  recei|)t  of  my  letter,  wrote  him 
iqjon  it.  In  onler  to  secure  this  important  ]>ost  to  his 
.Majesty,  it  is  necessary  to  lea\e  for  the  present  a garriscin 
of  700  nu  n,  w ho  are  to  reqiairthe  works,  w hich  have  been 
hurt  by  our  cannon,  and  put  the  fort  in  the  best  |)osture 
of  defense  tliey  c:an,  with  the  assistant  e of  an  engineer, 
who  Is  to  be  left  here  for  that  jiurpose.  'I'o  ha\e  the  two 
vessels  fitted  tuil,  armed  .oul  manneil  to  (.-siort  the  bat  ■ 
teaux,  with  the  remaiiuler  of  the  arin\',  to  ()swego  ; also 
endeavor  to  take  the  French  scluioner.  .krtiller)  and 
ammunition  to  leave  here,  and  ha\  e Captain  .'stiefi  he\  's 


opinion  in  w riting  thereiiptm  ; also  sonic  arti!ler\ men  ami 
gunners.  The  French  officers  and  oilier  jtrisoners  to  t.d^e 
with  me  to  Oswego,  and  send  them  to  |New  | \'ork  in  or- 
der to  be  sent  to  Fingland.  To  write  (.'lovernor  I )e  l.an- 
cey  to  send  all  the  French  prisoners  to  Fingland  as  soon 
as  possible.  * * * 

“ 29///.  I gave  the  F rench  officers  shoes,  stockings  and 
blankets.  I wrote  by  De  Normandy  to  Oswego  for  all 
the  ship  carpenters  to  come  here,  to  build  two  vessels  of 
eighteen  guns  each.  * * * [ wrote  a letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  with  a short  account  of  the  siege  of  Niagara  : 
also  sent  him  a plan  of  the  fort,  and  a return  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  in  the  siege,  and  action  of  the  24th,  being 
60  killed  and  180  wounded,  besides  three  Indians  killed 
and  five  wounded — 63  killed,  183  wounded. 

'^August  lit.  I went  to  see  Niagara  falls,  with  Colonel 
Haldimand,  Mr.  Ogilvie  and  several  officers,  escorted  bv 
three  companies  of  the  eighth  infantry.  Arrived  there 
about  eleven  o’clock.  In  my  w'ay,  at  the  thither  end 
of  the  carrying  place,  I met  a flag  of  truce  from  Presipie 
Isle,  desiring  to  know  the  number  of  officers  I had  in  mv 
hands  from  the  action  of  the  24th.  and  begging  I would 
advance  them  anything  they  might  want,  they  being  men 
of  fortune  and  credit.  * * * 1 ordered  them  to  stay  in 

the  woods,  and  left  Mr.  Rogers,  with  a guard  with  him. 
until  I sent  a message  to  them  and  provisions.  The  ar- 
tillery was  this  day  partly  shipped  on  board  the  batteaux. 
the  readier  to  be  shipped  to-morrow,  with  ammunition,  etc. 

“ Sati/n/ay,  Augitst  4//0  I was  to  embark  at  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning  with  the  troops,  etc.,  for  Oswego,  but  the 
two  F'rench  schooners  appearing  off  harbor  prevented 
our  embarkation  until  five  in  the  evening,  when  I left 
Colonel  Farquhar  everything  in  charge  ; also  some  In- 
dian goods  to  give'  occasionally  to  such  Indians  as  might 
come  upon  business  toddm.  Then  set  off,  with  all  the 
Yorkers  except  one  company  ; all  the  light  infantrv 
and  grenadiers,  and  the  general's  company  of  the  44th 
regiment,  and  arrived  at  Oswego  Tuesday  about  three 
o’clock  P.  M.,  with  everything  safe.” 

Very  soon  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Niagara  the  Flnglish 
took  possession  of  the  iiortage,  and  at  its  head,  some  fortv 
rods  from  where  Fort  Idttle  Niagara  had  stood,  biiiit  ,i 
fortification,  which  w as  named  F'ort  Schlosser  in  honor  i u' 
its  first  commandant.  Captain  Joseph  Schlosser,  a German 
by  birth,  but  serving  in  the  British  army  which  took  Fort 
Niagara.  A flattering  estimate  has  been  placed  iqion  his 
character  by  different  writers,  among  thetii  the  Moravian 
missionary  Heckwelder,  who  in  his  “Indian  Narr.itive” 
wrote  of  him  as  an  officer  deservedly  esteemed  bv  all 
good  men  for  his  humanity  and  manly  conduct.  He  wa^ 
subseiiuently  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  ilicd, 
in  the  Uwt.  It  is  said  that  an  oak  head-board  bearing  hi' 
name  was  to  be  seen  at  his  grave  above  the  fort  in  i.So'. 
but  this  statement  is  receivevl  by  those  acquainted  v\:ih 
the  kualitv  with  consider.ible  allowance. 

1 he  lorl  h.is  been  di.scribeal  as  having  tlie  oiidiio  , • , 
toler.ibly  ihstiiu  t fortifu  .uion,  with  rude  bastions  ..loi 
connecting  curt.iins,  surrotinded  bv  a somew  h.il  formi-l- 
able  tlitt  h.  The  interior  [ilateau  was  a little  elev  ated  am ! 
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rn»  Diupiissecl  by  an  furtli  embankment,  [nlcd  aeainst  tlic 
inner  sideof  tlie  palisades,  over  which  its  det'ender.->  < ould 
lire  « itit  :4re.it  el't'ect. 

In  die  summer  of  1761  Sir  William  Johnson  made  a 
joiirnev  to  1 )etroil,  being,  as  he  recorded,  “directed  by  j 
Ccner.il  Amherst  to  settle  and  establish  a firm  and  lasting 

" with  the  western  Indians;  “also  to  regulate  the  i 
trade  at  the  several  posts  in  the  Indian  country."  He 
real  hetl  Fort  Niagara  on  the  second  anniversary  of  his 
dei  isive  \i<  torv  o\  er  D’ Aubrey.  He  kept  a diary  of  his 
t.i'ar.  from  wliii  h,  as  printed  for  the  first  time  by  Mr. 
.'s'.niie.  his  biographer,  we  make  some  extracts  of  local 
interest ; 

" Friday,  2\th  \Jn/y\  * * * six  in  sight  of 

Niagara  Fort;  stood  in  and  made  the  harbor  about  seven 
in  the  morning.  * Preston,  formerly  of  the 

44th  regiment,  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  the  Chenus- 
sios  [a  branch  of  the  Senecas  already  referred  to],  with 
whom  he  lived  all  the  winter,  were  not  well  affected  to 
the  Fmglish,  neither  did  they  like  our  going  beyond  Niaga- 
ra to  garrison  posts,  or  even  to  trade;  that  it  was  their  , 
country,  and  they  looked  upon  it  that  we  were  going  to  : 
surround  or  hem  them  in;  that  they  were  very  scarce  of 
powder,  and  believes  that  if  they  had  a sufficiency  they 
would  be  ready  enough  to  fall  upon  some  parties  of  our 
people  going  to  Detroit;  that  they  have  an  English  lad 
prisoner,  and  a great  number  of  horses  which  they  stole 
from  us;  and  that  they  daily  take  more  from  Pittsburgh, 
etc.”  : 

“ Sunday,  26///.  At  seven  in  the  morning  I set  off  with 
Colonel  Eyre,  Lieutenant  Johnson,  my  son,  and  De  Cou- 
agne,  for  the  island  whereon  the  vessel  is  building  for  ex-  | 
ploring  the  lakes  Huron  and  Michigan,  which  island  is  I 
about  two  miles  from  Little  Niagara  on  the  place  where 
Shabear  Jean  Coeur  [Johnson’s  English  for  Chabert  Jon-  | 
caire]  lived.  There  is  a house  built  within  a cpiarter  of 
a mile  of  said  place  by  one  Stirling,  for  the  use  of  the  | 
company,  viz;  Rutherford,  Duncan,  Nc.,  who  intend  to 
monopolize  the  whole  carrying  place  by  virtue  ot  a per- 
mit from  General  Amherst.  The  schooner  building  upon 
the  island  was  in  such  forwardness  as  to  be  ready  to 
launch  in  about  ten  days,  but  was  put  a stop  to  in  order 
to  build  a boat,  junnace  fashion,  for  Major  Gladwin’s 
service.  Dined  with  John  Dies,  after  which  Colonel 
Lyre  went  in  a boat  to  explore  the  Chippeway  river,  the  i 
entrance  to  which  is  about  two  miles  above  the  great 
tails.  In  another  branch  of  said  river  our  people  found 
a great  (]uantity  of  pine  planks  of  several  dimensions,  ' 
sawed  by  hand,  which  they  used  in  making  the  vessels. 
•\bout  six  P.  M.  we  set  off  from  the  post  where  lean 
Coeur  lived,  and  arrived  at  the  fort  of  Niagara  at  nine  at 
night.  1 

“ Monday,  * * * About  twelve  o’clock  we  i 

t'Mik  a walk  into  the  'I'rader’s  'I'own.’’  ' 

" Saiura'ay,  . iaynsUk'  \st.  * ’>■  * In  the  afternoon 

touk  a walk  to  my  old  encampment  in  1759." 

" Tuoiday,  * * * 'Phis  afternoon  I made  out 

regul.uitjns  for  Indian  trade,  whi(  h is  to  be  j)ut  uj)  at 
oil  h pO'-t  where  trade  is  carried  on  with  the  Indians. 


“ I I'odnosday,  5//'.  * * In  the  afternoon  went 

gunning  with  Cajjtain  Slossen  [Schlos^er].  Four  men 
whipped  for  rubbing  a Seneca  Indian  of  a keg  of  rum,  in 
the  irpresence.” 

“ Saturday,  'Mh.  * * * Captain  Slasscr  [Schlosser] 
took  me  (;ut  to  walk,  when  he  let  me  know  his  desire  of 
settling  on  a farm  and  (putting  the  army,  and  sending  for 
his  wife  and  family.  He  left  it  for  me  to  choose  a jjrop- 
er  place  for  him,  which  1 shall  look  out  for  on  m\' 
return." 

“ JAv/(/<n,  17//C  * * * Loaded  all  the  wagons  and 
set  off,  myself  and  company,  for  the  other  end  of  the  car- 
rying place,  or  Little  Niagara,  w here  Shabear  Jean  Coeur 
lived.  * * * 

“ Tuesday,  x'ith.  • Showery.  I went  to  see  the  falls 
with  I.ieutenant  Johnson,  Johnny  and  Ensign  Holmes. 
* * * Captain  Slosser,  Dembler,  Dies,  Robertson, 

(.Vc.,  dined  with  me,  and  got  pretty  happy  before  they  left 
me. 

“ Wednesday,  * * * At  four  o’clock  em- 

barked.” 

From  reaching  the  Niagara  river  on  his  return  tri[>,  Sir 
William  made  the  following  entries  ; 

Sunday,  yt/i  {Oetol>er\  " * M'e  went  on  board 

the  schooner  which  lay  about  a mile  from  the  entrance  of 
the  lake,  in  the  river,  where  the  current  runs  six  knots  an 
hour.  * * * Captain  Robinson  told  us  that  the  gar- 

rison of  Niagara,  himself  and  crew,  were  lately  within  a 
day  or  two  of  abandoning  the  fort,  vessel,  etc.,  when  pro- 
visions arriv  ed  from  Oswego.  Dined  on  board  and  left 
the  vessel  about  five  o’clock,  and  encamped  about  ten 
miles  down  the  river.  * * * 

'"Monday,  ^th.  * * * Arrived  at  Little  Niagara 

about  ten  o’clock,  and  got  over  on  horseback  myself,  and 
got  wagons  to  carry  over  as  many  of  my  boats,  baggage, 
etc.,  as  I could.  Then  set  off  in  an  old  boat  for  Niagara, 
where  I was  met  at  eight  o’clock  at  night  by  the  water- 
side by  Major  Walters  attd  all  the  officers.  Supped  with 
the  major,  and  took  up  my  old  lodgings. 

"Tuesday,  6t/i.  * * * 'Phe  major,  De  Couagne, 

etc.,  complain  of  Stirling  monopolizing  the  trade  by 
keeping  a great  store  of  goods  at  Little  Niagara,  which 
will  pre\ent  any  Indians  coming  to  the  fort  or  under  the 
eye  of  the  garrison,  so  that  they  [Stirling  and  others]  may 
cheat  the  Indians  as  much  as  they  please,  in  spite  of  all 
regulations." 

■Phe  reader  may  have  judged  from  the  Baronet’s  re- 
marks in  his  journal  that  the  establishment  by  this  Stir 
ling,  for  himself  and  others,  of  the  trading-hou -le  at 
Schlosser,  was  a serious  matter.  Further  citations  on  this 
jioint  w ill  be  found  [lertinent.  Sir  William,  on  his  wa\  to 
Detroit,  having  ascertainetl  the  state  of  things,  imniedi- 
atelv  wr(Ae  General  .Amherst  a letter,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a jiart  : 

" I see  plainl}  that  there  appiears  to  be  an  unusual 
jealousy  amongst  every  [Indian]  nati(jn,  on  a(;(a>uni  of 
tire  hasty  steps  they  look  upon  we  are  taking  towards 
getting  possession  of  theii  v;ounlry,  w hich  uneasiness,  1 
.'.m  certain,  will  newer  subside  whiF-i  we  encroai  h within 
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the  limits  which,  you  may  recollect,  have  heen  put  umier 
the  protection  of  the  King  in  the  year  1726,  ami  con- 
firmed to  them  by  him  and  his  successors  ever  since,  and 
by  orders  sent  to  the  governors  not  to  allow  any  of  his 
subjects  settling  thereon;  with  which  they  were  arquaint- 
ed  by  his  late  .Majesty  in  your  speei  h of  the  2’d  of  .\pril, 
delivered  by  Hrigadier-Ceneral  Moncton.  'S’ou 
then  promised  to  jirevcnt  any  person  whatsoever  from 
settling  or  even  hunting  therein,  but  that  it  should  remain 
their  absolute  property.  I thought  it  necessary  to  re- 
mind your  excellency  thereof,  as  the  other  day,  on  mv 
riding  to  the  place  where  the  vessels  are  building,  I 
found  some  car[)enters  at  work  finishing  a large  house  for 
one  Mr.  Stirling,  near  the  falls,  and  have  since  heard 
others  are  shortly  to  be  built  thereabouts.  As  this  must 
greatly  add  to  the  Indians’  discontent,  being  on  the  car- 
rying place,  and  within  the  very  limits  which,  by  their 
own  agreement,  they  are  not  so  much  as  allowed  to  dis- 
pose of,  I should  be  glad  to  know  whether  I can  ac 
quaint  them  that  those  people  will  be  ordered  to  remove 
or  not  ; and  I hope  from  your  excellency’s  answer  to  be 
able  to  satisfy  them  on  that  head.” 

Under  date  of  January  28,  1762,  twenty-seven  mer- 
chants of  Albany  wrote  to  the  English  Lords  of  Trade, 
making  a similar  complaint  on  the  same  grounds,  though 
it  is  hardly  likely  they  were  as  disinterested  as  Sir  Wil- 
liam. The  burden  of  this  communication  was  that  General 
Amherst  had‘‘licensed  and  authorized  Captain  Rutherford. 
Lieutenant  Duncan  and  others  to  settle  at  the  Niagara 
carrying'place  and  given  them  ten  thousand  acres  of  land 
there.  ” d'he  sentiment  of  the  King  coinciding  with  that 
of  the  Albany  merchants,  and  being  communicated  to 
General  Amherst,  he  wrote  that  he  had  only  granted  " a 
permit  until  the  King’s  pleasure  was  known,  but  without 
the  least  clause  that  could  entitle  them  to  an  exclusive 
right  of  trade;  ” and  “ I have  now,  ” said  the  general,  “in 
obedience  to  his  .Majesty’s  commands,  sent  orders  to  the 
commandant  at  Niagara  to  put  a stop  to  any  settlement  on 
the  carrying  place.” 

Such  were,  at  least  for  traders,  the  attractions  of  the 
Niagara  frontier  under  the  settled  rule  of  the  English,  and 
such  the  tenure  of  the  land,  that  it  was  then  necessary 
for  the  government  to  discourage  rather  than  promote 
settlements  along  the  river.  In  the  quotations  we  have 
made  from  original  documents  the  reader  will  have  caught 
glimpses  of  the  state  of  things,  and  it  needs  but  little 
imagination  to  develop  the  ])i(  ture  of  the  rude  and  vigor- 
ous life  of  the  transient  populaticm,  w hose  chief  element 
was  the  suca  ession  of  red  hunters  and  trappers  and  in- 
dianized  Euroi)ean  bush-rangers  arriving  at  Fort  Niagara 
or  Schlosser  from  a voyage  or  a tramj)  of  hundreds  of 
miles  ; trading  at  the  latter,  or  trooping  down  th.e  portage 
trail  with  their  packs  of  furs  ; lounging  about  the  forts 
brave  in  new  blankets  aiul  jewelrv,  or  stirring  the  gar- 
rison’s immolonous  life  with  their  wild  carousals  and 
savage  brawls  over  the  liquor  purchased  with  a part  of 
their  beavers  ; ghuldening  the  eves  of  the  [jrosperous 
trader  and  saddening  the  heart  of  the  missionarv  priest 
who  mu^t  c.ist  the  good  seed  into  sm  h ungrateful  soil. 


The  savage  element  predominated,  ami  even  vet.  by 
thorough  co-o[)eration,  might  sweep  the  foreigners  troiu 
the  lake  region.  So  thought  Pontiac,  King  of  the  ( >tta 
was,  and  organized  his  famous  pdot  for  the  redem[>tion  of 
the  land  from  the  pale-faced  Intruders. 
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the  spring  of  1763  nine  of  the  twelve  P.ritish 
posts  in  what  was  then  the  west  were  cut  off 
^ Pontiac’s  league  of  the  north - 

western  Indians.  Detroit,  Pittsburgh  and 
Niagara  held  out,  though  more  or  less  vigor- 
V ously  besieged.  The  Senecas,  whose  antipathy 
^ to  the  English  had  been  remarked  by  Sir  William 
Johnson  two  years  before,  and  who  now  co-operated  with 
Pontiac,  beset  tlie  land  communications  of  the  Niagara 
posts,  and  wreaked  their  hatred  u[)on  the  new  lords  of 
the  river  in  the  frightful  massacre  of  the  Devil’s  Hole. 
The  scene  and  the  story  of  this  terrible  tragedy  are 
[)robably  quite  familiar  to  our  readers,  but  we  cannot 
omit  the  sad  recital. 

The  hostility  of  the  Senecas  made  it  necessary  to  station 
a guard  at  the  foot  as  well  as  at  the  head  of  the  Niagara 
portage,  and  to  protect  the  teams  and  teamsters  on  their 
trips  by  a conv  oy  of  soldiers.  On  the  14th  of  September. 
1763,  a wagon  train  which  had  come  up  from  Lewiston, 
loaded  with  supplies  for  Detroit,  set  out  from  Schlosscr 
on  the  return,  with  an  escort  of  twenty-hve  men.  accom- 
panied by  John  Stedman,  who  had  charge  of  the  portage. 
Five  hundred  Senecas,  chiefly  Chenussios,  lay  in  wait  for 
them  in  the  thickets  crowning  the  stern  precipice  that 
bounds  the  Devil’s  Hole.  As  the  doomed  company  care- 
lessly dcfded  along  the  brink  ot  the  chasm,  a murderous 
volley  was  fired  by  the  hidden  savages,  who  then  sivrang 
forth,  thirty  or  forty  to  one  of  the  survivors,  and  butclier- 
ed  the  n with  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  Grazed  bv 
the  din  of  fire  arms  and  the  yells  of  the  savages,  jiart  of 
the  teams  went  oft'  the  rocky  wall  ; and  even  the  men  in 
some  cases,  rather  than  be  hacked  to  jiieces  cm  the  s|)Ot 
or  roasted  at  an  inland  castle,  tfung  themselves  from  the 
cliff,  .\mong  the  latter  was  a drummer  bov,  named 
Mathews,  who  fell  into  a tree  top.  from  which  he  descend- 
ed without  mortal  injuries,  .\bove,  Jolin  .'^tedman.  spur- 
ring a good  horse  through  the  assailants'  line  and  through 
a sho\^er  of  bullets,  regained  Fort  .'schlosser.  It  is  s.iid 
that  a wounded  teamster,  draguiug  himself  into  the 
slicltei  of  the  dense  ev  ergreens,  es^  aped  liie  knife  : d. 
the  hatciiet.  Geriainly  no  more  than  th.ese  three  s-ir\  n.  : 
the  savage  onset. 

The  firing  had  been  heard  bv  the  guard  posted  .it  the 
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So 


1()«lt  ami  ^llSjJc<  liniij;  die  state  of  the  case  tlie\ 

hasteneil  up  the  porta;^e  ruiiul.  The  savajjes  had  time  to  i 
tuiMplele  the  destruction  of  the  train  and  its  escort  and 
cns<  once  tliemselves  again  iim  the  bushes.with  rifles  reloarl- 
cd  ami  tomahawks  handy,  ibefore  the  reinforcement  reach-  { 
td  the  spot,  when  the  massacre  was  renewed.  A blast  ot 
bullets  from  the  thicket  tore  through  the  close  lines  of 
die  dctai  hment,  felling  ma>ce  than  half  the  troops;  again  | 
the  L'henussios,  sallying  from  their  cover,  swarmed  round 
their  prey,  and  the  scalping  knives,  hardly  dry  from  llieir 
latest  use,  were  bathed  anew  with  blood.  Eight  men 
esi  aping  with  their  lives  bore  the  horrible  tidings  to  Fort 
Niagara.  I'he  garrison  immediately  marched  to  the 
scene  of  slaughter,  but  tfee  triumphant  Senecas,  not,  it 
would  seem,  e.xpecting  this  detachment,  which,  so  far  as  ' 
we  can  see,  they  might  Jis  well  have  destroyed  as  the 
other,  had  retired  carrying  eighty  scalps  ; and  only  the 
naked  and  mangled  bodies  from  which  they  had  been 
torn  awaited  the  party  from  the  fort — these  and  the  ' 
crushed  remains  of  men.  teams  and  wagons,  strewn  at  the 
bottom  of  the  dismal  gulf  or  hanging  in  the  treetops  about 
the  base  of  the  cliff.  i 

The  little  rivulet  falling  into  the  glen,  and  called 
Hloody  Run,  first  became  such  on  that  dreadful  day  when 
it  was  crimsoned  by  the  butchery  upon  its  banks.  The 
passer  by  now  looks  from  his  carriage  down  the  gloomy  i 
pit,  which  yawns  close  beside  the  roadway,  into  the  brist-  . 
ling  treetops  that  hide  its  lowest  depths,  and  shudders  to  | 
think  of  the  situation  of  men  who  judged  it  best  to  cast  ! 
themselves  into  this  deep  and  rugged  chasm.  Yet  one  j 
who  made  this  choice  long  outlived  every  other  actor  in 
the  awful  tragedy — the  drummer  Mathews,  who  died  at 
(^ueenston,  aged  ninety.  ' 

The  savages  still  haunted  the  neighborhood  of  the  j 
Niagara  posts,  and  on  the  5th  of  November  killed  two  of 
the  garrison  at  the  lower  landing,  who  were,  with  a few 
others,  cutting  wood  within  sight  of  their  quarters.  i 

In  a communication  to  the  English  government  dated 
.March  i,  1777,  Colonel  Claus,  a son-in-law  of  Sir  ^Yilliam 
Johnson  and  himself  officially  familiar  with  Indian  affairs, 
gave  the  following  summary  of  the  events  we  have  just 
narrated; 

“In  the  fall  of  1762  a Dutch  Indian  trader  was  killed 
by  a v agrant  Indian  from  the  Ohio,  in  their  [the  Senecas' j 
country,  and  tied  for  it;  for  which  murder  the  comm.in- 
der-in-vhief  demanded  satisfaction  from  them,  and  thev 
not  I'upable  to  give  it  as  required,  hostile  measures  were 
put  or.  foot  'against  them.  In  this  situation  they  saw 
themselves  ne>essitated  to  call  the  western  Indians  to 
their  a'sistance;  who  being  then  unfriendly. to  us,  through 
the  instigation  of  the  French  traders  about  the  upj)er 
I'osis  and  some  principal  people  at  Montreal,  readib 
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it  could  be  settled  again.  Indians  not  easily  forgetting 
injuries,  the  Tsinusio's  still  harbored  ill  will  against  those 
they  ascribed  their  misfortunes  and  losses  to,  in  refiecting 
upon  their  once  hap])y  days  at  Niagara,  and  could  not  be 
prevailed  tqron  to  attach  themselves  cordiallv  to  the 
British  interest  till  alter  the  unwearied  pains  and  endeav  - 
ors ot  the  late  .Sir  William  Johnson.” 

No  summary  punishment  was  inflicted  upon  the  Sene- 
cas for  their  outrages  of  this  year,  d'hey  realized  that 
they  deserved  it,  and  on  the  collapse  of  Pontiac’s  bold 
schenfe  were  so  fearful  of  receiving  it  that  they  were  anx- 
ious to  make  terms  with  the  F.nglish.  Accordingly  in 
.April,  1764,  four  hundred  of  them  waited  on  Sir  William 
Johnson  at  Johnsijn  Hall  and  begged  for  peace.  .Now 
was  the  time  to  pay  off  the  Devil's  Hole  score,  and  Sir 
William  was  the  man  to  do  it.  The  article  of  the  conces- 
sions exacted  by  him  with  which  we  have  most  to  do 
reads  as  follows: 

" That  they  [the  Senecas]  cede  to  His  Majesty  and 
his  successors  for  ever,  in  full  right,  the  lands  from  the 
fort  of  Niagara,  extending  easterly  along  Lake  Ontario 
about  four  miles,  comprehending  the  Petit  Mavais,  or 
landing  place,  and  running  from  thence  southerly,  about 
fourteen  miles,  to  the  creek  above  the  Fort  Schlosser  or 
Little  Niagara,  and  down  the  same  to  the  river  or  strait 
and  across  the  same,  at  the  great  cataract,  thence  norther- 
ly to  the  banks  of  Lake  Ontario,  at  a creek  or  small  lake 
about  two  miles  west  of  the  fort;  thence  easterly  along 
the  banks  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  and  across  the  river  or 
strait  to  Niagara;  comprehending  the  whole  carrv'ingplace, 
with  the  lands  on  both  sides  the  strait,  and  containing  a 
tract  of  about  fourteen  miles  in  length  and  four  in  breadth. 
.And  the  Senecas  do  engage  never  to  obstruct  the  passage 
of  the  carrying  place,  or  the  free  use  of  any  part  of  the 
said  tract,  and  will  likewise  give  free  liberty  of  cutting 
timber  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty,  or  that  of  the  garri- 
sons. in  any  other  part  of  their  country,  not  comprehend- 
ed therein.” 

To  this  the  Senecas  assented,  “provided  the  tract  be 
always  aiipropriated  to  His  Majesty’s  sole  use,”  and  that 
at  the  definite  treaty,  which  was  to  be  had  within  three 
months,  “the  lines  be  run  in  presence  of  Sir  'V\'illiam 
Johnson  and  some  of  the  Senecas,  to  prevent  disjiutes  ” 
thereafter.  They  further  agreed  “never  more  to  make 
war  upon  the  English;”  to  deliver  up  "all  the  English 
prisoners,  deserters,  Frenchmen  and  negroes  amongst 
them  " and  never  to  harbor  any  more  of  the  last  three 
classes;  to  always  allow  the  English  free  passage  through 
their  country  and  the  use  of  all  the  harbors  in  it;  to  treat 
the  Indian  enemies  of  the  English  as  their  enemies;  to 
give  uj)  any  ot  their  mimber  who  murdered  or  robbed  .i 
Britl;>h  'subject  to  bo  tried  by  English  laws,  and  not  to 
redress  their  own  injuries  but  report  them  to  the  su]>er- 
irteivdent  of  Indi.m  affairs.  F.ight  chiefs  signed  the  arti- 
> ICS,  -’.nd  the  deput.ition  went  home  and  consiiiered  with, 
the  rest  of  iheir  tribe  whether  fluty  had  better  carrv  them 
out. 

The  occasion  on  which  they  were  expected  to  ratifv 
M-.e^e  preliminary  a'-ti,  les,  and  enter  into  a iiermaneni 
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(’iRAM)  INDIAN  COUNCII-  AT  FORT  Nl AC.ARA  — RKV<  )M"l  lnNARV  TIMKS. 


treaty,  was  a general  iweting  of  the  Indian  tribes  at  i 
Niagara,  to  whic  ii  the  snpermtendent  invited  them  in  j 
order  to  readjust  their  telation>.  to  the  English  govern- 
ment in  view  of  the  eveuCs  of  the  war  with  I’ontiae’s  con- 
federacv.  'I'he  tribes  desiring  peace  were  to  treat  tor 
terms  at  Niagara,  wliile  two  military  expedition-)  set  out 
to  subdue  those  still  refrac  tory.  One  of  these  exi)editions. 
consisting  of  1200  men  under Oeneral  Bradstpeet,  rende/- 
\ (juseil  at  ( )s\\  ego  in  June,  1764,  and  was  there  joined  by 
Sir  W illiam  Johnson  with  550  Irocpiois  warriors.  The 
armv  set  out  for  Fort  Niagara  July  ^<1  and  rca(  hed  it  on. 
the  Sih. 

Meanwhile  the  distant  Indian  tribes  wliich  had  received 
Sir  W illiam's  summons  had  been  tlockmg  to  the  appointed 
place  by  hundreds,  and  Fort  Niagara  on  the  Baronet's 
arrival  was  such  a center  of  life  and  activity  as  it  had 
not  been  for  many  a long  day.  "The  sight  which  greet- 
ed him."  says  Stone,  “as  he  stepped  from  his  boat  upon  i 
the  sandy  beach,  must  have  been  peculiarly  gratifying  to  ' 
his  self-love.  In  res]X)nse  to  his  invitations  he  beheld, 
far  stretched  across  the  fields,  the  wigwams  of  over  a 
thousand  Indians,  whose  number  but  a few  days  after  was 
increased  to  two  thousand  and  sixty,  of  whom  se\enteen  ' 
hundred  were  warriors.  Deputations  from  all  the  nations 
dwelling  in  that  vast  region  lying  between  the  pine  forests 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  head  springs  of  the  Mississippi 
were  here  assembled.  Ottawas  and  Hurons,  Chippewas 
and  Caughnawagas,  Sacs  and  Foxes,  picturesquely 
attired,  strolled  in  groups  about  the  fort;  while  here  and 
there  rnight  be  seen  an  Indian  from  tribes  that  trapped 
the  beaver  on  the  margin  of  Hudson's  Bay,  and  hunted 
the  moose  on  the  northern  shores  of  Lake  Superior." 

it  required  all  of  Johnson’s  skill  and  influence  to  keep 
the  peace  and  preserve  order  among  two  thousand  sava- 
ges, who  had  been  often  hostile  to  each  other  and  but 
lately  fighting — and  needing  but  slight  inducement  again 
to  fight — the  English  themselves.  Some  of  them  had  a 
fresh  grievance  ; In  coming  down  the  portage  past  one  of 
the  block-houses  guarding  it,  they  had  saluted  and  sere- 
naded the  garrison  by  firing  a volley  and  singing  a war- 
song.  The  garrison,  considering  the  demonstration  a 
hostile  one,  answered  with  a discharge  of  grape  shot, 
which  wounded  three  of  the  Indians.  They  were  with 
difficulty  pacified. 

The  Senecas  were  tardy,  and  trouble  was  had  in  pro- 
curing their  attendance.  When  they  finally  arrived,  thev 
brought  with  them  fourteen  English  prisoners  and  a de- 
serter, and  promjjtly  ratified  the  preliminar\-  articles 
drawn  up  at  Johnson  Hall.  In  addition  they  extended 
the  four-mile  cession  of  land  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Ni- 
agara from  Fort  Schiosser  to  the  head  of  the  river,  and 
gave  all  the  i>lands  in  the  river  to  Johnson,  wlio  shortlv 
after  turned  them  over  to  the  crown.  From  that  time 
forward  the  .Senecas  were  in  alliance  with  the  English  for 
nearly  fifty  years. 

Johnson  also  made  .1  treaty  with  the  Hurons,  and  the 
other  tribes  renewed  their  engagements.  I'he  Baronet 
tlien  left  for  the  east,  while  Bradstreet  set  out  for  Detroit, 
i-ml'/arking  at  Schiosser. .\ugust  Stli.  His  expedition  jirovaal 


hardly  less  abortive  than  one  whit  h attenqited  the  s.mu- 
v(<yage  in  the  i)recetling  year.  In  that  instant  e six  hiiu- 
drecl  reguhir  soldiers  goingto  lielp  I fetroit  against  I’ontiac 
were  tiri\  en  ashore  b\'  a g.ile  on  Lake  Erie,  se\ enty-thive 
men  drowned,  the  artillery  lost  and  the  surviving  troc.;.„ 
obliged  to  march  back  to  Niagara.  Bradstreet  aiium- 
plished  nothing  as  affecting  the  Indians,  and  on  his  return 
lost  b)  a storm  on  the  lake  six  brass  cannon,  his  ammu- 
nition and  baggage,  and  so  many  of  his  boats  that  .1  bun- 
dred  .mil  fifty  of  liis  men  hail  to  attempt  to  traverse  on 
foot  four  humlred  miles  of  vv  ilderness,  from  w hich  many 
of  them  never  cmergeil.  Barts  of  his  force  straggled  into 
Fort  Niagara  all  through  November  and  December. 
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Revolution  the  Niagara  posts, 
'la'  Irom  the  populated  parts  of  the 

country,  were  not  the  scene  of  anv  engage- 
ment,  but  were  throughout  the  war  in  the 
undisputed  possession  of  the  British.  F'ort  Ni- 
agara  was  the  base  of  extensive  predatorv  oi>er- 
ations,  the  point  from  which  the  Butlers  ami 
Brant  led  forth  their  savage  bands  for  the  devastation  of 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  marking  their  course  with 
blood  and  ashes,  and  to  which  they  brought  back  their 
booty  and  their  wretched  captives.  The  vicinity  of  the 
fort  was  during  the  war  the  most  permanent  station  of  the 
Mohawk  Indians,  most  of  whom,  like  all  the  Irotpiois. 
except  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras,  sided  with  the 
British,  and  whom  their  great  chieftain  Brant  led  west- 
ward with  the  superintendent,  Guy  Johnson,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Revolution,  abandoning  forever  their 
ancient  seat  in  the  lower  Mohawk  valley. 

Here  was  held  in  September,  1776,  a great  council,  not 
onlv  with  the  Iroquois  nations  favorable  to  the  English, 
but  with  nine  or  ten  other  tribes  also.  The  British 
government  wa--  represented  by  Colonel  Butler.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Caldwell,  commandant  of  the  post.  Lieu- 
tenants Matthews,  Burnet  and  Kinnesley.  and  Ensign 
Butler.  The  chiefs  all  signed  a manifesto  declaring  in 
favor  of  the  i rown  and  appealing  to  the  (.fncid.is  ami 
Tuscaroras  to  take  the  same  stand;  p'ortions  of  the- • 
tribes  complied. 

The  infamous  tory  Colonel  John  Butler,  and  his  mure 
infamous  son,  M.ijor  Walter  Butler,  here  cor.sorteil  with 
the  savages  and  planned  such  inhuman  enterprises  .is  tin- 
mass.u  res  of  W yoming  ami  Cherry  \'a!lev . From 
latter  the  marauders  returnetl  tt>  Niagara,  bv  wa\  lU 
Susipiehanna  and  Tioga  rivers — a common  route  wio. 
sm  h expeditions — driving  .is  prisoners  the  family  ot 
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li.ii.K  r patriot  named  Mo"/re,  having  left  the  wife  ami 
< iMidrea  of  one  (■am|)bell  at  Kanadeseaga.  Mr>>.  Camp- 
(tril  N\as  aiiu  taken  to  Niagara  in  June,  1779,  i>>'  tlm 
;igem  \' of  Cohmel  Butler,  who  wished  to  exc  hange  her  for 
Ids  wife,  then  held  by  tJie  patriots.  At  Niagara  Mrs. 

( ,iinj)be!l  found  two  notorious  Indian  women:  Molly 

Brant.  si?.terof  tlie  famous  chief,  wlio  li\  ed  with  Sir  \Vil- 
li.im  [olinson  during  tlie  Salter  years  of  his  life  ; and 
that  >ingiilar  t liaracter  Catharine  Montour,  a Iialf-breeel, 
-.ud  to  h.ue  licen  a daughter  of  one  of  the  French  | 
governors  of  Canada,  but  who  always  lived  with  the 
Senecas  and  was  essentially  a savage,  though  conver- 
sant witli  the  manners  oi  society.  Her  home,  at  the 
he.id  of  Seneca  lake,  was  called  Catharinestown.  ( )ne  of 
her  sons  participated  in  the  Cherry  Valley  butchery,  and 
twi>  of  them  in  that  of  Wyoming,  where  she  herself  is 
s.iul  to  have  been  present  as  an  animating  siurit.  It 
was  a year  before  Mrs.  Campbell  was  able  to  leave  Ni- 
agara ; during  that  time  three  of  her  children,  who  had 
been  scattered  among  the  *S;necas,  were  taken  to  the  for 
ami  ilelivered  to  her,  and  the  fourth  was  recovered  at 
Montreal,  w here  mother  and  children  were  exchanged  for  j 
Colonel  Butler’s  family. 

'The  cajiture  of  Fort  Niagara — hive  of  scalping  ]jarties 
and  im  endiary  expeditions — was  one  of  the  objects  of 
-Sullivan’s  campaign  in  1779.  This  part  of  the  pro-  i 
gramme  was,  however,  for  some  reason  hard  to  fathom, 
abandoned  ; and  nothing  was  accomplished  but  the  de- 
struction of  the  villages  and  crops  of  the  Senecas  and 
Cayugas.  These  Indians  were  comiielled  to  resort  to  the 
fort  for  support  during  the  w inter  follow  ing,  and  suffered 
greatly  by  the  extraordinary  severity  of  the  season.  j 

(')n  the  7th  of  April,  1780,  in  one  of  Brant’s  forays  up- 
on the  Mohawk  border,  he  seized  Captain  Harper  and 
ten  militiamen,  and  would  have  proceeded  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  settlements  on  Schoharie  creek  had  not  Har- 
per led  him  to  believe  that  they  were  well  defended.  | 
Abandoning  his  design,  the  raider  returned  with  his  pris- 
oners to  Niagara,  with  difficulty  saving  their  lives,  which 
his  followers  were  eager  to  take.  One  who  now  glides 
comfortably  from  the  Schoharie  to  the  Niagara  in  a few  i 
hours  cannot  conceive  the  captive’s  experience  of  suffer- 
ing and  dread,  who  made  the  distance  by  weeks  of  pain- 
ful inarching,  shivering  with  cold,  faint  with  hunger,  and 
at  the  mercy  of  a barbarous  foe.  Reluctantly  sparing  the 
lives  ot  Harper  and  his  men,  the  savages  would  have  at 
lea>t  compelled  them  to  run  the  gauntlet  at  one  if  not 
both  ot  two  Indian  camps  before  I'ort  Niagara  had  not 
the  ciiieflain  interiiosed  in  their  behalf.  Brant  knew  that 
' .'plain  Harper,  with  whom  he  was  well  acquainted,  was 
die  uncle  ot  a lady  in  the  fort,  who  vvas  Miss  Jane  Moore 
when  brought  as  a prisoner  from  Cherry  \’alley,  but  now 
Mrs,  I’oweli,  having  married  an  offi'er  of  the  garrison. 

M i'liing  to  be  on  good  terms  with  I’owell,  he  informed 
h:m  by  a licet  courier  whom  he  had  < aptured,  .'.ml  sug- 
.,e-tcd  tli.u  the  Indi.’.ns  .u  the  tort  be  got  out  of  the  w.iv 
betore  the  arrival  of  the  |)arty.  Tins  was  ac.umplished 
I'V  getting  up  a pic-nic  several  miles  distant,  so  th.it  the 
Imh.in  c amps  vv<.*re  empty  when  the  c.iptives  werecon- 
'i'li  ted  through  'tiein. 


In  May,  1780,  a marauding  party  of  Indians  captured 
near  the  Hudson  river  a Captain  Snyder  and  his  son  and 
took  them  to  Niagara,  where  they  were  forced  to  run  the 
gauntlet  but  protected  by  their  captors  from  serious  in- 
jury. The  fort  was  then,  according  to  Captain  Snyder, 
“ a structure  of  considerable  magnitude  and  great  strength, 
enclosing  ana  rea  of  from  six  to  eight  acres."  W ithin  the 
enclosure  vvas  a handsome  dwelling-house  for  the  resi- 
dence of  the  superintendent  of  the  Indians.  It  vvas  then 
occupied  by  Colonel  Cuy  Johnson.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bolton  was  about  this  time  the  commandant  of  the  post. 

An  Oneida  Indian  who  left  Niagara  about  the  ist  of 
Hecember,  1780,  reported  to  the  colonial  authorities  that 
Brant,  Colonel  Butler  and  Cuy  Johnson  were  then  there, 
with  60  regular  troo[)s,  400  lories  and  1200  Indians,  who 
were  well  supplied  with  everything  needful. 

The  Mohawks  were  located  during  most  of  the  war  on 
and  east  of  the  site  of  Lewiston,  where  they  had  a little 
log  church  at  which  the  chaplain  of  Fort  Niagara  occa- 
sionally conducted  the  Episcopal  service.  A bell  hung 
upon  a neighboring  tree  summoned  the  dusky  worship- 
ers to  the  i)lace  of  prayer.  Soon  after  the  war  closed 
the  Mohawks  removed  to  a large  tract  north  of  Lake  Erie, 
granted  them  by  the  British  crown.  W'hile  at  Lewiston 
their  notorious  leader  Brant  lived,  says  Turner,  in  “a 
block-house,  standing  near  what  is  called  ’ Brant's  Spring,’ 
on  the  farm  of  Isaac  Cook.”  The  improvements  made  by 
the  Mohawks  told  on  the  price  the  pioneer  whites  had  to 
pay  for  the  lands  which  they  had  occupied. 

At  the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle  t’ne  English 
government  ignored  the  treaty  of  peace  by  refusing  to 
surrender  the  lake  [losts  within  the  L’^nited  States,  plead- 
ing that  the  government  of  this  country  if  it  can  be 
said  that  there  vvas  here  a government  or  a country,  under 
the  contemptible  notions  of  State  rights  then  prevalent 
also  violated  the  treaty  in  some  points.  The  controv  ersy 
is  thus  summed  up  by  Tossing  : 

‘‘.Against  Great  Britain  it  was  charged  that  slaves 
had  been  carried  away  by  her  military  and  naval  com- 
manders subsequent  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  and  on 
their  departure  from  the  country.  It  was  also  conqilain- 
ed  that  the  western  military  jvosts  had  not  been  surren- 
dered to  the  United  States  according  to  .Article  VII,  ot 
the  treaty.  .Against  the  United  States  it  was  charget! 
that  legal  impediments  had  been  interposed  to  prevent 
the  collection  of  debts  due  British  merchants  by  Ameri- 
cans, and  that  the  stipulations  concerning  the  property  of 
loyalists,  found  in  .Articles  A',  and  \T.  of  the  treaty,  I'.ail 
not  been  complietl  with.  These  criminations  and  recrim- 
inations were  fair,  for  it  has  been  justly  remarked,  ‘ .Amer- 
ica could  not,  and  Great  Britain  would  not,  because  .Amer- 
ica did  not,  execute  the  treaty.’  ’’ 

Thus  it  hapiveiual  th.'.t  Fort  .Niagara  was  held  bv  the 
British  for  vears  after  tile  <'onc!usicm  of  peace,  and  onlv 
given  '.qi  on  ll.e  le-urih  of  Jal\.  17';".  in  p'.ir'uani  e lU'  .1 
second  treaty,  .idoptcl  in  tiie  .c;;nmer  of  1794.  " The 

treaty,”  says  Lossing,"  I'rovided  for  tlie  est.iblishment  of 
commissions  to  detetmine  the  e.'stern  boundarv  of  the 
United  States,  liien  in  dispute  ; the  amount  of  losses  in- 
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. iirud  l>\  ts  Ijy  im[)cdiments  being  throw  n 

in  liic  w.i\’  ol  coilei  ting  ifel)ts  in  the  United  States  in- 
. lined  bctore  ilic  Re\ i iluati' »n  ; and  to  ascertain  and  oti- 
nule  the  lo.->Mes  of  tile  Anaericans  by  irregular  and  illey-d 
lapture  by  British  cruisers,  such  losses  to  be  paid  by  the 
British  government.  It  w-as  provided  that  the  western 
military  posts  should  be  given  up  on  the  ist  ot  June. 
1796,  in  consideration  of  the  adjustment  of  the  ante-re\- 
olutionary  debts.  'I’hc  Imdian  trade  was  left  open  to  both 
nations,”  etc. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  1793,  General  Lincoln,  Col- 
onel Pinckney  and  W.  Randolph,  Lbiited  States  commis- 
sioners, arrived  at  Fort  Niagara  on  their  way  to  a great 
council  with  the  western  Indians,  to  be  held  at  the  Miami 
river,  on  which  occasion,  being  the  King’s  birth-day 
(June  4th  , the  Canadian  governor  Simcoe  gave  a ball 
and  hospitably  entertained  the  commissioners. 

'I'he  Duke  de  Liancoitrt,  a French  nobleman,  visited 
the  Niagara  river  from  the  falls  down  to  Lake  Ontario 
in  June,  1795,  and  was  entertained  by  Governor  Simcoe. 
who  invited  him  to  dine  with  the  English  officers  stationed 
at  Fort  Niagara. 

On  one  occasion  Simcoe  remarked  to  the  Duke  that  it 
was  with  great  aversion  he  crossed  the  river  to  \isit  the 
fort,  as  he  was  well  convinced  it  would  finally  have  to  be 
delivered  up  to  the  Americans. 

In  the  spring  of  1781  the  Tuscaroras  who  had  sided 
with  Great  Britain  located  themselves  on  a square  mile 
of  land  on  the  mountain  ridge,  now  in  the  town  of  Lewis- 
ton, which  the  Senecas  had  assigned  them.  They  and 
their  descendants  have  remained  in  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  this'  property,  which  has  been  increased  by  a 
grant  of  two  stjuare  miles  and  a purchase  in  1S04)  of 
4,329  acres  from  the  Holland  Land  Com[)any.  For  the 
latter  tract  they  gave  §13,722,  being  part  of  the  indemnity 
paid  them  for  the  extinction  of  their  interest  in  North 
Carolina.  The  Tuscaroras  were  thus  the  first  established 
settlers  ol  Niagara  County  who  still  retain  their  place 
among  its  people — the  first  inhabitants  except  the  traders 
and  other  adventurers  operating  in  the  shadow  of  the 
storehouses  and  forts  along  the  river.  The  first  white 
emigrants  to  the  county  found  in  them  friends  and  good 
neighbors.  This  remnant  of  the  tribe  took  kindly  to 
ci\  ili/ation,  and  has  long  constituted  a prosperous  farm- 
ing community.  In  1846  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  the  eminent 
authority  on  matters  of  Indian  history,  made  a re[>ort  to 
the  State  government  on  the  numbers  and  condition  of  the 
Iroquois  then  living  in  the  State,  in  which  he  said  of  the 
Tuscaroras  that  they  numbered  283,  cultivated  the  pre- 
ceding year  2,080  acres  of  land,  and  owned  1,300  head 
of  \ arious  kinds  of  livestock.  The  enumeration  gave 
"an  average  of  six  neat  cattle,  three  horses  (nearly  , two 
milch  cows  (nearly  , ten  hogs,  and  92  bushels  of  wheat, 
of  corn  to  each  family,”  and  Mr.  Schoolcraft  remarks: 
“Tiieir  lapa.cit)'  to  sustain  ihemsebes  ami  their  atlsance 
as  agri(  ultuvisls  will  be  perceiwd.  Fifty-nine  plows  were 
■iiund  amongst  fifty-three  families.  They  cut  193  acres 
ot  meadow  to  sustain  their  ( attle.  d'hey  have  over 
1,300  Irult  trees,  ,md  dwell  m exi  elleiit  frame  or  sipi.ire 


8 


timber  houses,  well  finished  and  for  the  most  part  well 
furnished,  ( )f  the  entire  poimlation  03  are 

church  members. and  231  members  of  temperance  societii.'s, 
which  is  a far  higher  iiroportion  than  is  found  In  an\ 
>)ther  of  the  cantons.”  The  present  number  of  the  tribe 
is  412. 


CMAPl'ER  XV. 


INDIAN  IKAIt.S  IN  NIAOARA  L IH' N 1 V IHK  FORIAOi;, 

-MII.ITARV,  RIDOK  AND  L.VKK  ROADS. 


IN  their  long  journeys  between  the  most  fre- 
quented ])oints  in  their  domain,  the  Indians 
naturally  found  in  course  of  time  the  most 
direct  and  easv  lines  of  travel  and  adhered 
fy'T**'  to  them,  forming  permanent  trails,  which  the 

c white  settlers  in  some  cases  located  iqion  and 
^ adopted  as  their  first  roads.  The  principal  trail  of 
the  Iroipiois  ran  through  their  “long  house”  from  the 
Hudson  to  the  Niagara.  Coming  from  the  east  via  Can- 
andaigua and  Batavia,  it  emerged  from  the  Tonawanda 
swamp,  says  Turner,  "‘nearly  southeast  of  Rovalton 
Center,  coming  out  upon  the  Lockport  and  Bata\  ia  road 
in  the  valley  of  Millard’s  brook,  and  from  thence  it  con- 
tinued upon  the  Chestnut  ridge  to  the  Cold  ?j.irings. 
Pursuing  the  route  of  the  Lewiston  road,  with  occasional 
deviations,  it  struck  the  Ridge  road  at  Warren's.  It  fol- 
lowed the  Ridge  road  until  it  passed  Hopkins’  marsh, 
when  it  gradually  ascended  the  mountain ' ridge,  passed 
through  the  Tuscarora  village  and  then  down  again  to  the 
Ridge  road,  which  it  continued  on  to  the  river.  This 
was  the  principal  route  into  Canada,  crossing  from  I.ewU- 
ton  to  Queenston,  a branch  trail,  however,  going  down 
the  river  to  Fort  Niagara.”  Over  this  road,  during  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  an 
equal  period  in  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth,  herds  of 
cattle  were  constantly  driven  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
country,  to  feed  the  garrison  on  the  Niagara  and  the  set 
tiers  on  the  Canadian  border.  About  the  close  of  the 
las';  century  the  Inciians  allowed  such  improvement  of 
this  trail  as  enabled  sleighs  to  traverse  it  in  winter,  and 
weeklv  mail  was  carried  over  it  between  Fort  Niagara 
and  Canandaigua.  This  road,  as  thus  improved  b\  the 
so-called  Holland  Company,  was  the  first  laid  out  north 
of  the  main  road  from  Canandaigua  to  Buffalo. 

“The  Ontario  trail,”  Mr.  Turner  tells  us,  coming  from 
( )>wego  via  Irondequoit  Bay,  pursued  the  Ridge  ro.id 
“west  to  near  the  west  line  of  Hartland,  Niagara  couiu\, 
where  it  diverged  to  the  southwest,  crossing  the  c.i-t 
branch  of  the  F.ightcen-mile  ( reek,  and  formln.,  .i  • 
with  the  f.'anatla  or  Niagara  tunl  at  the  Co'd  rir,- 
Interesting  as  arc  these  long-tra\ eled  p,ith',  on  w in.  a 
barbariMii  w ent  forth  to  war  and  the  ch.ise  and  civlli/;ui. .n 
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nun  lieil  in  to  supplant  it,  no  other  of  the  old  highways  j 
of  the  t oiinty  has  the  historic  interest  of  the  Portage  road.  i 
We  h.i\e  seen  l.a  Salle’s  party  toiling  up  the  hills  at  Lew- 
iston w ith  their  ship-luiilding  materials  and  other  burdens,  | 
and  rejieatediy  making  the  portage  back  and  forth,  pos-  I 
siblv  guided  bv  a trail  over  which  the  Indians  long  carried 
li.eir  I .inoes  past  the  unnavigable  section  of  the  Niagara. 

I’he  old  documents  relating  to  French  and  Knglish  occu- 
pant y contain  fretpient  interesting  references  to  the  port- 
•lee.  In  (piotations  from  them  already  made  the  reader's 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  importance  of  this  ptjsi-  , 
tion  in  connection  with  the  fur  trade,  and  the  efforts  ot 
the  I'.madian  and  New  York  governments  to  control  it.  j 
One  of  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  portage  occurs  in  a I 
"memoir  on  the  Indians  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Mis-  \ 
sissippi,"  written  in  1718,  and  reads  as  follows: 

" The  Niagara  portage  is  two  leagues  and  a half  to 
three  leagues  long,  but  the  road,  o\er  which  carts  roll  two 
or  three  times  a year,  is  very  fine,  with  very  beautiful  and 
open  woods  through  which  a person  is  visible  for  a dis- 
tance of  six  hundred  paces.  The  trees  are  all  oaks,  and  | 
very  large.  The  soil  along  the  entire  of  that  road  is  not  j 
very  good.  From  the  landing,  which  is  three  leagues  up 
the  river,  four  hills  are  to  be  ascended.  Above  the  first 
hill  there  is  a Seneca  village  of  about  ten  cabins,  where  , 
Indian  corn,  beans,  peas,  and  water-melons  and  pumpkins  ' 
are  raised,  all  which  are  very  fine.  These  Senecas  are 
entployed  by  the  French,  from  whom  they  earn  money  by 
carrying  the  goods  of  those  who  are  going  to  the  u[)per 
country  ; some  for  leggings,  others  for  shirts,  some  for 
]iowder  and  ball,  whilst  some  others  pilfer  ; and  on  the 
return  of  the  French,  they  carry  their  packs  of  furs  for 
some  peltry.  This  portage  is  made  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  cataract  of  Niagara,  the  grandest  sheet  of 
water  in  the  world,  having  a perpendicular  fall  of  two  to 
three  hundred  feet.  This  fall  is  the  outlet  of  Lakes  Erie,  ! 
Huron,  Michigan,  Superior,  and  consequently  of  the 
numberless  rivers  discharging  into  these  lakes,  as  well  as 
of  other  lakes  towards  the  Sioux,  with  the  names  of  which  ; 
I am  not  accpiainted.”  | 

In  what  sense  the  Portage  road  of  1718  could  have  been 
• ailed  " very  fine,”  it  is  hard  to  guess.  It  is  hardly  sup- 
posable  that  any  roadway  which  would  now  be  considered  ^ 
tolerable  was  maintained  for  the  passage  of  rude  carts 
*•  two  or  three  times  a year.”  The  Senecas  probably  had  ' 
a-<  yet  very  little  competition  from  vehicles  as  carriers,  j 
and  that  they  had  the  carrying  business  in  their  hands 
almo'.t  to  the  close  ot  the  French  regime  appears  from  the 
'olonial  documents.  They  were,  it  is  said,  “ mm  h 
« .lre^^ed  and  indulged  by  the  Frem  h,  and  had  the  libertv 
;•>  i-njoy  the  emoluments  of  that  carrying  place,  which 
Were  so  lucrative  and  considerable  to  that  natiem  that  in 
a 'hwrt  time  they  enriched  themselves  therebv,  and  had 
bc'iiles  some  other  advantages  in  trade  and  other  nece>- 
nics  ni  iite."  \'et  even  before  the  f rench  gave  wav  to 
the  l-.ngh^li  on  the  iNiagara  the  portage  bu'-iness  began  to 
^lip  trom  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  Montcalm,  in  .\pril, 

' 7 5 7.  reported  to.  his  government  an  interview  with  an 
>:nbl^-,\•  oi  tb.e  six  N.uions,  in  which  "the  Iroquois 


orator  spoke  of  the  establishment  of  carts  at  the  carrying 
place  of  Niagara  as  being  prejmlicial  to  them,  inasmuch 
as  formerly  they  did  the  transjiortation  over  that  ( arrying 
place  themselves.”  Captain  Pouchot,  the  last  defender 
of  French  power  on  this  border,  has  a remark  on  the  por- 
tage in  a letter  to  Marshall  de  Belle  Isle  written  at  Mon- 
treal in  April,  1758,  in  which  he  contradicts  the  extrava- 
gant misrepresentations  of  Hennepin  and  Charlevoix. 
He  says  : 

" That  country,  my  Lord,  would  be  well  worth  being 
seen  by  experienced  eyes,  which  has  not  as  yet  been  the 
case  : the  well  known  carrying  place  of  Niagara  is  an 
evident  proof.  The  most  recent  accounts  thereof  de- 
scribe it  as  the  most  rugged  of  alps,  whilst  ’tis  only  a rise 
of  ground  a little  more  elevated  than  that  of  Bellevue  ; 
below  and  above  are  very  fine  plains,  as  can  be  seen  on 
my  map.” 

On  the  transfer  of  power  to  the  English  the  Senecas 
lost  the  carrying  business  entirely,  and  this  was  part  of 
the  account  they  paid  with  bullet  and  tomahawk  at  the 
Devil’s  Hole.  “The  Tsinusio  Indians  [Senecas  of  Che- 
nussio], ’’wrote  Colonel  Claus,  "had  their  privilege  of  the 
Niagara  portage  and  other  adv  antages  taken  from  them, 
and  having  for  many  years  entirely  depended  upon  that 
for  their  support,  they  soon  were  reduced  to  a naked  and 
starving  condition,  not  having  been  accustomed  to  hunt- 
ing from  that  time,  besides  their  country  being  scarce  of 
game.” 

Sir  William  Jolinson,  in  reporting  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
his  treaty  of  1764,  w rote  as  follows  : "The  cession  made 
by  the  Senecas  is  very  considerable,  and  will,  I hope, 
put  a stop  to  all  future  disputes  about  the  carrying  place  : 
in  fact,  they  have  been  great  losers  by  us  concerning  it, 
as  they  were  the  only  carriers  made  use  of  by  the  French 
traders  ; but  since  our  possessing  Niagara,  carriages  were 
made  use  of  at  a much  higher  rate,  and  even  a mcmopulv 
attempted  there,  but  for  my  remonstrance  against  it." 
Writing  to  the  F,arl  of  Halifa.x  in  regard  to  the  cession  bv 
the  Senecas  the  Baronet  said;  "The  carrying  place  of  Ni- 
agara is  comprehended  therein,  and  there  are  at  present 
several  little  posts  erected  for  its  better  security  ;■*■**■ 
it  may  turn  to  very  great  use  to  all  the  posts  on  the  com- 
munication, which  is  the  most  important  of  any  I am 
acquainted  with.” 

.\  few  months  later  Colonel  Bradstreet  recommended 
that  the  government  assume  the  portage.  “The  post  of 
Niagara,”  he  says, “is  of  great  importance,  and  will  alwavs 
be  an  expense  to  the  government.  The  principal  part  of 
the  trade,  if  the  transportation  is  carried  on  in  vessels, 
will  pass  that  way.  ami  from  its  [uoximity  to  the  Jeneseo 
Indians,  a.  part  of  the  Six  Nations  and  the  greatest  savage 
enemies  we  have,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impractible. 
for  some  time  to  come,  for  private  persons  to  keep  ui> 
boats  and  carriages  so  well  but  that  the  tr.uie  will  meet 
with  del.iv>  ; it  would  tneietoie  be  more  .-'.u’e  and  perm..- 
nent  in  the  hand'  <1!  gc.'vernmenl.  w !io  only  car.  m.ike 
tran'portation  certain,  and  by  the  trader'  paving  a rea- 
sonable [irice  lor  the  carriage  of  their  good.',  etc.,  thcer 
will  be  no  'top,  and  the  public  service  carried  on  there 
without  expeii'C. 
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•'^5 


After  Fort  Niagara  had  been  taken  and  Fort  Schlos'-er 
built  by  the  British,  Sir  William  Johnson,  in  the  name  ot 
the  government,  <;<mtr:jictcd  with  John  Stedman  to  re- 
construct the  road  ovnr  the  [jortage  and  to  transport 
military  supplies.  'I'he  Siine  of  the  road  as  impro\  ed  by 
Stedman  in  1763  [>robably  varied  but  little  from  that 
which  had  been  followed  all  through  the  period  of  French 
occu[)ancy,  at  least  movi  of  the  way  below  the  falls.  It 
commenced,  says  .Marshall,  “at  the  Lewiston  landing,  and 
followed  the  river  until  it  reached  the  small  dcjmes.sion  ■ 
just  north  of  the  present  Susi)ension  Bridge.  Diverging 
from  this  it  intersected  the  river  a short  distance  above 
the  Stedman  house,  and  followed  its  bank  for  alrout  forty  j 
rods  to  the  fort  above.  Midway  between  the  hou-.e  and 
fort  were  a dock,  a warehouse  and  a group  of  spuare- 
timbered,  whitewashed  log  cabins,  used  by  the  teamsters,  i 
boatmen  and  engagees  connected  with  the  portage. 
.\bout  half  a mile  below  the  Stedman  house,  the  head  of 
the  present  hydraulic  canal,  was  the  old  French  landing,  ' 
where  goods  were  transhipped  when  only  canoes  were 
used,  and  where  the  Portage  road  terminated  before  F'ort 
Schlosser  was  built.  All  along  the  road  between  the  fort  ; 
and  Lewiston  block-houses  were  erected  about  a mile 
apart,  to  protect  the  teams  from  disasters  such  as  had 
occurred  at  the  Devil’s  Hole.  The  remains  of  some  of  ! 
these  were  cpiite  recently  in  e.xistence.” 

In  his  interesting  little  work  on  Niagara,  published  in-  1 
1872,  Mr,  George  W.  Holley  speaks  of  Lewiston  as  fol- 
lows : i 

“ TKis  was  the  coimnencement  of  the  portage  to  the  ' 
river  above  the  falls,  which  passed  over  nearly  the  same  ! 
route  as  the  present  road  to  Lewiston,  and  what  is  still  ; 

called  the  Portage  road.  Here,  too,  the  first  railway  in  j 

the  F'^nited  States  was  constructed.  True,  it  was  built  of  1 

w)od,  and  was  called  a traniwa}'  ; ljut  a car  was  run  upon  | 
it  to  transport  goods  u[>  and  down  the  mountain.  The  | 
motion  of  the  car  was  regulated  with  a windlass,  and  it  ' 

was  supported  on  runners  instead  of  wheels.  This  was  a i 

very  good  arrangement  for  getting  freight  down  the  hill,  i 

but  not  so  good  for  getting  if  up.  But  the  wages  of  labor 

were  low  in  every  .sense  ; since  manv  of  the  Indians,  de-  1 
moralized  by  the  use  of  those  two  most  ])estilent  drugs  ■ 

rum  and  tobacco,  would  do  a day's  work  for  a pint  of  the  ; 

former  and  a plug  of  the  huier."  Captain  I inicN  Van 
Cleve  informs  us  that  “ the  line  of  sttme  j)iers  upon  which  i 
the  old  tramway  up  tne ‘three  mountains  at  Lcwistc'n 
was  built,  and  by  many  thought  to  have  been  originated 
by  La  Salle,  and  afterward  improved  upon  not  only  by 
the  F'rench  but  by  the  English  during  the  following  one 
hundred  years  from  16S0  to  i7.So,were  neaiiv  all  un- 
disturbed uj)  to  the  year  1825.” 

In  connection  with  their  total  withdrawal  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  New  \'ork  in  1796,  the  British  authorities  trans- 
ferred their  portage  to  the  Canadi.in  side  : and  Stedman, 
who  had  been  for  thirtv-hve  v^•ar^  ( onne!  ted  with  it,  mov- 
ed over  the  river.  .\u  Engii,-.h  gentleman  named  M.iude, 
who  visited  tins  region  in  1800,  sjteaks  thus  of  the  new 
' an  yiug  place  : “The  Ni.igara  is  not  nav  igable  liigher 

th.ni  (Jueetiston  ; coiiseiptetillv  there  is  a port.ige  from 


that  jihice  to  Chippewa,  which  employs  numerou>  teaiiiN, 
chiefly  oxen,  each  cart  being  drawn  by  two  yoke  of  oxen 
or  two  horses.  I passed  great  numbers  on  the  road,  tak- 
ing up  bales  and  boxes  and  bringing  down  packs  of  pel- 
try. * * * (^ueenston  contains  from  twenty  to  thirty 

houses,  w hose  fronts  are  east  and  west — the  worst  possi- 
ble aspect,  but  which  has  been  regulated  by  the  cour'c-  of 
the  river.’’ 

Before  roads  from  the  east  vvere  opened  through  to 
l ake  Erie,  transportation  and  emigrant  travel  from  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State  and  New  Fmgland  largely  follow- 
ed a water  route,  consisting  of  the  Mohawk  river.  Wood 
creek,  Oneida  lake  and  river,  Oswego  river.  Lake  Ontario 
and.  Niagara  river.  The  first  through  turnpike  drew  off 
traffic  from  this  roundabout  water  route,  which  in  any 
case  must  have  been  entirely  sujierseded  by  the  canals. 

In  1801  the  F'nited  States  government  directed  General 
Moses  Porter,  then  in  command  at  Fort  Niagara,  to  em- 
ploy his  troops  in  opening  a road  to  connect  that  fort 
with  one  which  it  was  then  intended  to  build  on  the  high 
bluff  at  Black  Rock.  This  road  was  opened  in  1802  from 
tlie  top  of  the  mountain,  at  I.ewiston,  through  the  town 
of  Niagara,  by  a nearly  direct  course  to  Tonavvanda,  and 
thence  onward  two  or  three  miles  on  a straight  line,  so 
far  as  to  cut  and  burn  the  timber  on  a strip  six  rods  in 
width  ; but  few  bridges  were  built,  two  of  them  over  Ca- 
yuga and  Tonavvanda  creeks,  and  little  other  work  was 
done  to  render  it  passable  for  teams.  this  juncture  an 
unfortunate  misunderstanding  arose  between  the  govern- 
ment authorities  and  those  of  the  State,  which  resulted 
in  a discontinuance  of  the  work.  This  left  the  road  in 
an  unfinished  condition  for  a number  of  years,  to  the  seri- 
ous disadvantage  of  both  parties  to  the  contract,  as  was 
afterward  admitted.  In  1809  the  .State  appropriated 
$1,500  toward  the  completion  of  the  work,  to  be  paid  bv 
persons  who  had  bought  lands  in  tlie  “ mile  strip  " along 
the  Niagara  and  vvere  in  arrears  for  the  same.  \\'ith  this 
sum  the  road  was  made  passable  from  Black  Rock  to  the 
falls.  The  State  originally  gave  the  land,  while  the  gen- 
eral government  undertook  to  construct  the  road  : and 
the  name  by  which  it  is  known  to  the  present  time — 
“ Military  road  ” — is  said  to  have  been  given  it  because 
it  was  originally  opened  by  the  soldiers.  In  time  it  be- 
came overgrown  by  bushes  and  saplings  excejn  in  place- 
w here  it  was  kej^t  (dear  by  the  eariv  settlers  for  local  travel, 
't  was  also  very  wet  and  boggy,  and  there  was  an  almo-t 
imj>assable  swamp  extending  for  a mile  along  the  road, 
beginning  a little  south  of  the  farm  of  Jonas  \'oung  in 
Niagara,  vvhi(di  was  regarded  as  the  worst  on  the  entire 
route.  -Vbout  the  year  1820  the  county  autlioricies  began 
the  work  of  rendering  this  roail  available  to  the  traveling 
public  ; but  it  was  not  in  good  condition  until  1832  <'V 

The  Ridge  road  is  of  course  one  of  the  most  inter-, -i- 
ing  in  the  1 (uiutv.  historic  ally  considered,  a-  well  .i-  wnh 
rekrenee  to  the  si''.gul,(r  n.irural  tormation  fro..'  u!..>h  ’ 
takes  it^  n.iiiie.  .kugi.stiis  Pvvrter  is  ,.r.cd  lo  Ii.c  e !.  .o-.  d 
of  the  ridge  trom  the  Indian-,  and  h.id  the  line  -it  a.  o-.m 
tr.ued  ahvng  it  in  17(1.8.  Mr.  ()rs.uniis  Turner,  in  h;- 
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ot  iIk'  !iullani!  I'liri  base,  s.n  s that  " thi-  Ri(I;,;e 
To. 1(1,  through  all  the  eastern  portion  of  Niagara,  was  cli.s- 
eoverer!  in  1S05.  ,Sonie  of  tlie  new  settlers  m ,Siaton’s 
settlement  in  1S05  were  hunting  cattle,  and  ohser\ed  that 
there  u.is  ( ontinuous  elevated  ground  and  changed  their 
l('c.ition,  settling  u]»on  it  east  of  Hartland  C(jrners.  It 
was  not,  however,  known  in  its  full  extent  throughout 
that  region  until  some  years  after.” 

• .Mrs.  Warren,  a pioneer  settler  in  Cambria,  contributed 
to  the  above-named  work  a statement  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a part: 

” In  iSoS  the  Ridge  road  was  laid  out  by  (leneral  Rhea. 
Hlias  Ransom  and  Charles  Harford.  I remember  well 
the  arrival  of  the  surv  eyors;  their  delight  at  finding  a bed 
m sleep  in,  and  something  to  eat  that  was  cooked  by  a 
t(.’m.ile.  I’revious  to  this  there  had  been  nothing  but  an 
Indian  i>ath  through  the  low  grounds  west  of  Wright's 
Corners.” 

Settlements  began  on  the  ridge  west  of  Warren’s  before 
the  Holland  Company  cut  out  the  old  trail  from  Batavia 
into  a passable  road;  and  the  ridge  was  used  for  transport- 
ation with  teams  between  ^Val•ren’s  and  Lewiston  sooner 
than  in  any  other  part.  East  of  this  section  there  was  noth- 
ing that  could  be  called  a road  before  1S03.  John  Dunn, 
who  located  on  the  ridge  at  the  east  line  of  the  county  in 
that  year,  had  to  cut  his  way  through  the  woods  from  the 
Cenesee  river.  As  late  as  1809  the  way  to  his  place  was 
encumbered  with  logs  and  brush. 

.After  other  parts  of  the  ridge  had  been  made  passable 
the  swamp  which  extended  some  two  miles  between  M’ar- 
ren’s  and  Wright's  Corners  was  an  obstacle.  In  the 
spring  of  1S13  General  Dearborn,  representing  the  United 
.States,  contracted  vvith  Isaac  B.  Taylor  to  build  for 
§2,900  a log  causeway  through  the  low  ground.  The 
work  was  done  that  season,  but  was  early  and  often 
undone.  The  logs  were  frecpiently  afloat  in  the  spring 
and  autumn,  and  annual  repairs  were  made  by  town  ap- 
propriations and  subscriptions  by  stage  proprietors  until 
1S23,  when  the  franchise  for  a turnpike  was  granted  to 
Dav  id  Maxwell,  who  subsequently  sold  it  to  the  town  of 
New  fane. 

The  o[>eration  of  laying  out  the  Ridge  road  in  1S08, 
spoken  of  by  Mrs.  Warren,  seems  to  have  been  merely  a 
survey,  and  not  to  have  affected  the  condition  of  the  road 
for  travel.  The  State  commissioners  named  bv  her  r.m 
their  lines  without  regard  to  those  bounding  the  Holland 
Purchase  lots,  and  the  latter  were  made  to  conform  to  the 
course  of  the  road,  for  which  the  Holland  Conifianv  gav  e 
the  land.  In  iSi.^  a State  .ippro]iriation  of  ^x,.oco  was 
exj>ended  on  jiart-.  of  the  road  we^t  of  Ro(.he>ter,  gre.itlv 
to  it-,  imjirov  ement.  It  w.’.-.  regularly  laid  out  under  Suite 
authoritv  m 1S15  by  Philetus  Swift  and  ('.ileb  llopkin.'. 
,ind  vv.!".  resurveyed  west  of  Roi  he.->ter  in  1852.  In  i.Si^ 
lu.iil  w,l^  e.irnefl  on  hor>e!i.u  k tvvii  .■  a week  between 
C.iu.iiid.iigu.i  .ind  l.ewTton.  following  th>’  Ridge  to.ul 
through  Ni.ig.tra  county;  the  next  ve.ir  thre-e  titne>  .1  week 
in  two-horse  wagiin^. 

.\l  the  time  ot  hiving  oiii  the  Ridge  road  thi  re  w.i-.  tio 
other  entiling  the  ( on  iit  v 1 10111  the  e.i  - t e \i  e pi  the  loriuer 


Indian  trail  from  Batavia;  by  tire  Ridge  road  mo^i  oi  e 
pioneers  entered  the  county,  and  along  or  near  it  tuev 
first  settled,  except  those  who  located  at  an  e<|ually  e.triv 
■ day  u[)on  the  .Niagara  border. 

Perhaps  no  natural  feature  of  northwestern  New  York 
is  better  known  or  better  worthy  of  note  than  tire  sing:;- 
lar  formation  onwhii  h the  Ridge  road  runs.  De  W itt 
I Clinton  spoke  of  it  as  follows: 

“From  the  Crtnesee  near  Rochester  to  Lewiston  on  the 
' Niagara  there  is  a remarkable  ridge  or  elevation  of  land 
j running  almost  the  whole  distance,  which  is  seventv-eight 
miles,  and  in  a direction  from  east  to  west.  Its  general 
altitude  above  the  neighboring  land  is  thirty  feet,  and  its 
width  varies  considerably;  in  some  places  it  is  not  more 
than  forty  yards.  Its  elevation  above  the  level  of  Lake 
()ntario  is  perhaps  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  to  which 
it  descends  with  a gradual  sloj>e;  and  its  distance  from 
that  water  is  between  six  and  ten  miles.  This  remarkable 
stri[)  of  land  would  appear  as  if  intended  by  nature  for 
the  purpose  of  an  easy  communication.  It  is,  in  fact,  a 
stupendous  natural  turnpike,  descending  gentlv  on  each 
side  and  covered  with  gravel,  and  but  little  labor  is  requis- 
ite to  make  it  the  best  road  in  the  United  .States.  * * * 

'Lhe  gravel  with  which  it  is  covered  was  deposited  titcrc 
by  the  waters,  and  the  stones  everywhere  indicate  bv 
their  shape  the  abrasion  and  agitation  produced  by  that 
element.” 

Geologists  have  genc'rally  concluded  that  this  wonder- 
ful ridge  was  a mammoth  bar  on  the  bed  of  Lake  Onta- 
rio when  the  lake  rolled  over  the  country  south  to  the 
brow  of  the  so-called  mountain  ridge. 

Travel  between  I.ewiston  and  Fort  Niagara  of  course 
began  in  the  earliest  days  of  French  occupation,  and  the 
road  between  those  ])oints  must  be  considered  one  of  the 
I oldest  in  the  country.  It  has  been  the  route  of  manv 
military  movements,  which  are  recorded  in  their  ajipro- 
priate  places  in  this  work. 

In  the  autumn  of  iSii.  as  the  pioneer  Reuben  M'il.-on 
informed  Mr.  Orsamus  Turner,  “ there  was  a road  opened 
from  Fort  Niagara  to  Somerset;  it  was  generallv  along 
the  lake  shore,  though  deviating  at  tiie  stream^:  at  it' 

' termination  a foot  path  continuetl  on  to  Johnson’s  Creek, 
on  the  Ridge  road.” 
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five  years  before,  whm  they  r<Hii[ilained  with  indignant 
siirf)rise  that  the  Dnlah,  wlio  professed  to  l>e  tlieir  brotli- 
ers,  woidd  only  furn.idi  them  with  ammunition  so  long 
as  they  had  beavers  to  sell.  They  now  expec  ted  to 
obtain  support,  but  ciii'd  not  realize  that  they  had  parted 
with  any  of  their  imdependence,  being  ignorant  ot  the 
effect  of  a protec  toraae.  The  colonial  officials,  how  ever, 
took  advantage  of  tiiie  o[)portunity  to  assert  a claim  to 
Knglish  so\ ereignty  wer  the  Irocpiois  territory,  having 
the  arms  of  the  Duke  of  York  jilanted  even  in  the  re- 
motest villages  of  the  Senecas.  I'he  French,  as  we  have 
s.’en,  always  ignored  this  claim;  and,  as  already  related, 
took  formal  possession  of  western  Xew  \’ork  in  1687.  . 

The  Kngli.sh,  hoiiecer,  obtained  new  admissions  on 
the  part  of  the  Iroquois,  as  is  shown  by  a deed  reciting 
that  “whereas  the  s.iichems  of  the  Five  Nations  did  on 
the  19th  day  of  July,  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 
one,  in  a conference  held  at  Albany  between  John  Nan- 
fan,  Esq.,  late  lieutenant-governor  of  the  province  of  New 
York,  give  and  render  up  all  their  land  where  the  beaver 
hunting  is,  which  they  won  with  the  sword  then  eighty 
years  ago,  to  Coorachkoo,  our  great  King,  praying  that  he 
might  be  their  protector  and  defender,”  the  signers  rati- 
fied that  agreement;  “ and  we  do  also,  of  our  own  accord, 
free  and  voluntary  will,  gi\  e,  render,  submit  and  grant 
* * * unto  our  s,iid  sovereign  lord  King  George,  his 

heirs  and  successors  for  ever  ” the  land  for  sixty  miles 
inland  from  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  (Antario,  and  from 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie  as  far  as  Cleveland,  “for  j 
our  u,se,  our  heirs  and  successors."  This  document  is 
dated  September  14,  ryafi,  and  signed  by  seven  Seneca, 
Cayuga  and  Onondaga  sachems,  whc'>,  it  w ill  be  noticed, 
thought  they  were  acting  solely  for  their  own  benefit.  It 
was  on  this  deed  that  the  Albany  merchants  afterward 
based  their  protest  against  permitting  settlements  to  be 
made  along  the  Niagara. 

The  next  negotiation  in  regard  to  the  ownership  of  the 
soil  of  this  part  of  the  State  was  Sir  William  Johnson's 
treaty  with  the  Senecas  in  1764,  by  which  they  gave  iq>  all 
right  to  the  islands  in  the  Niagara  and  tlie  land  adjoin- 
ing the  river  for  four  miles  inland,  all  of  which  went 
directly  or  indirectly  to  the  crown. 

The  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  territory  of 
the  Iroquois  gave  the  latter  great  uneasiness,  to  allay 
which  a very  numerously  attended  council  was  held  with 
them  at  Fort  Stanwix  Rome"  in  1768,  to  agree  on  a line 
iieyond  which  settlements  should  not  be  permitted.  The 
line  decided  upon  in  the  State  of  New  York  “ran  along 
theeastern  border  of  Rroome  and  Chenango  counties,  and 
theme  northwestward  to  a point  seven  miles  west  of 
Rome.” 

The  ( lose  of  the  Revolution  left  the  hostile  Ircupiois 
mqirovided  tor  by  their  Hritish  einplovers  and  at  the 
uieri  y ot  tlie  I’nited  States.  Compieres  after  waging  a 
b'lig.  blomly  and  dcsirm  t i ve  w .irlaiv  again-t  the  jcuritAa 
'’t  New  York,  tlies  iiad  forfeited  their  temtorc  and  would 
l‘a\e  h.id  little  cause  of  conqTiint  had  thev  be(.  n di>])o^- 
' ssed.  The  government,  how  ever,  thought  ir  w ise  to 
‘K.d  not  onl)  justly,  but  gem  rousl)-  with  iiu.ni  : and  in  ,i 


council  held  on  the  site  of  Rome  in  1784,  recognized  their 
continued  ownershij)  of  the  land  between  the  line  agreed 
on  at  the  same  jilace  sixteen  years  befezre,  and  one  ftegin- 
ning  at  Lake  ( >nt,irio  four  miles  east  of  the  Niagara  riv  er, 
running  southward  parallel  with  the  river  to  buffalo 
creek,  thence  still  southward  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  and 
following  that  to  the  Ohio  river.  .Ml  of  New  A'ork  west 
of  this  second  line  seems  also  to  have  been  subse(|uently 
conceded  to  the  Indians  except  a mile  strip  along  the 
Niagara. 

Every  reader  of  English  colonial  history  knows  how 
ignorantly  or  carelessly  grants  of  .American  territorv  were 
made  by  the  crown  to  individuals  and  companies,  the  same 
! tracts  being  in  some  instances  given  at  different  times  to 
different  parties,  laying  the  foundation  of  conflicting 
claims.  Thus  the  province  of  New  York,  when  granted 
to  the  Duke  of  York  in  1664,  covered  part  of  Massachu- 
setts as  defined  by  the  charter  given  to  the  Plymouth 
Company  in  1620.  The  territory  of  both  provinces  under 
their  charters  also  extended  indefinitely  westward  ; but 
New  'York  in  1781  and  Massachusetts  four  years  later 
relincpiished  to  the  L'nited  States  their  claims  beyond  the 
present  western  boundary  of  this  State,  and  Massachusetts 
contented  herself  with  claiming  that  jiortion  of  New 
York  west  of  the  meridian  which  now  forms  the  eastern 
line  of  Ontario  and  Steuben  counties — some  19,000 
square  miles.  New  York  of  course  also  asserted  jurisdic- 
tion and  ownership  of  this  vast  tract. 

The  dis|)ute  was  compromised  by  a convention  of  com- 
missioners from  the  two  States,  held  at  Hartford  in  De- 
cember, 1786.  It  was  agreed  that  the  sovereignty  of  the 
disputed  region  should  remain  with  New  York,  and  the 
ownership  with  Massachusetts,  subject  to  the  Indian 
proprietorship,  which  had  been  recognized  by  the  general 
government.  “That  is  to  say,  the  Indians  could  hold 
the  land  as  long  as  they  pleased,  but  were  only  allowed 
to  sell  to  the  State  of  Mas-achusetts  or  her  assigns.” 
The  meridian  bounding  the  Massachusetts  claim  on  the  ea^t 
was  called  the  “ pre-emption  line,”  because  it  was  decidetl 
to  allow  that  State  the  right  of  pre-emption,  or  first  pur- 
chase, of  the  land  west  of  it.  There  was  one  exception  : 
New  York  retained  the  ownership  as  well  as  the  sove- 
I reignty  of  a strip  a mile  wide  along  the  Niagara  river. 

In  17SS  the  State  of  Mass.achusetts  sold  to  (Aliver 
Phelps  and  Nathaniel  Gorham,  two  of  its  citizens,  and  to 
others  for  whom  they  acted,  its  pre-emption  right  to 
western  New  York  for  §i,ooo,oco,  to  be  [slid  in  three 
annual  installments,  in  certain  securities  of  the  State 
which  were  then  worth  about  one-fifth  of  their  face.  I'he 
next  thing  with  these  gentlemen  was  to  complete  the  title 
by  buving  the  Indian  interest.  For  this  purpose  Phel|i' 
held  a council  with  th.e  Iro»|uois  at  Buffalo  early  in  Jab'. 
1788,  and  bought,  for  ;s5,ooo  down  and  a ]verpet'.ial  .m- 
nuitv  of  S500.  about  2.600.000  acres,  bounded  mi  tlm 
east  bv  tile  pre-emption  line.  Part  of  the  western  b.^ut.'- 
arv  w as  a meridian  from  Penn-ylv  ani'.i  tu  ’i:.-  'u—  : a 

Ganaseraga  ( reek  with  the  Genesee  river.  1 ' 't'  ' • 

ward  tile  lim‘  followed  the  course  of  the  ( leiiesee  " t"  ■- 
miles  north  of  ( 'annawagiis  village;  them,  e 
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riinnin)4  <liic*  west  twcKc  miles;  thence  running  nortli- 
w.irdly  so  as  to  be  twelve  miles  distant  from  the  western 
bniind-.  of  said  ri\er,  to  the  shore>  of  l.ake  Ontario.’ 

I'iie  irai  t thus  defini-d  ( ()i,T>tituted  the  famous  ‘‘  I‘he!j)S 
and  ( iorllam'^  I’un  hase." 

I'he  Indians  were  reluctant  to  sell  any  land  west  ol  the 
Oenesee,  and  it  is  said  that  to  induce  them  to  do  so 
I'lielps  had  recourse  to  a fraudulent  device;  He  told  them 
that  he  neetled  a site  on  the  west  bank  at  the  falls  for  a | 
mill.  whi(  h would  be  \ ery  useful  to  them;  and  when  the\' 

■ issented,  and  asked  how  much  he  would  need,  he  named 
the  twelve-mile  stri|)  alxtve  indicated — some  20c, ooc 

In  "C(  urin;4  their  \ ast  estate  I’helps.  Gorham  and  com- 
|i;iin  encountered  the  ojjjMjsition  of  another  set  ot  land 
sharks  who  also  had  a covetous  eve  ujion  this  magnificent 
domain.  These  were  the  capitalists  forming  the  Xew 
York  and  Genesee  Land  Company,  engineered  by  one 
Jolin  Livingston;  and  its  branch  the  Niagara-Genesee 
Company,  headed  by  Colonel  John  llutler.  and  consisting  | 
almost  entirely  of  Canadians.  As  we  have  seen,  the  In- 
dians were  ])arred  from  selling  their  lands  e.xcept  to 
\\  assacluisetts  or  her  assigns.  Butler.  Livingston  and 
their  associates  pro))osed  to  get  possession  of  them  by  a 
long  lease;  hence  they  are  spoken  of  as  the  " lessee  com- 
panies.” Chiefly  through  the  influence  of  Butler  they  ; 
obtained  from  jiart  of  the  Iroquois  chiefs  and  sachems  a i 
nine-hundred-and-ninety-nine-years'  lease  of  most  of  their 
territory  for  $20,000  and  an  annual  rent  of  $2,000.  Their 
scheme  fell  through,  the  Legislatures  of  Xew  York  and 
Massachusetts  declaring  a lease  of  that  length  equivalent 
to  a ourchase.  and  as  such  null  and  void.  Butler,  how- 
c\er,  profited  by  the  purchase  of  Phelps  and  Gorham.  He  i 
was  one  of  three  to  whom  the  Indians  referred  the  ques- 
tion of  the  price  they  should  charge  those  gentlemen,  and 
i>  >aid  to  have  had  20,000  acres  placed  at  his  disposal  by 
the  purchasers  in  consideration  of  the  advice  he  ga\e  the 
confuling  red  men.  The  ” lessees  " continued  their  in- 
trigues until  they  succeeded,  in  1793.  in  getting  from  the  ' 
Legislature  a grant  of  one  hundred  stpiare  miles  eU't  of 
the  i>re-emption  line,  instead  of  obtaining  twenty  thou-  • 
s.ind  miles  and  founding  a new  State,  as  there  is  reason 
to  suppose  the  Xiagara-CIenesee  Comi'any.  at  least,  in-  ' 
tended,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  .'^enecas.  whom 
Butler  ;\nd  Other  Canadian  officials  were  always  embitter- 
n ^ aaainst  the  people  of  Xew  York. 

Iklore  Phelps  and  Gorham  had  half  ])aicl  for  the  entire 
pn  euqition  right  they  had  bought  of  .Nlassachusctts.  the 
•i  :ri;:c' ot  that  .state,  in  consequent  e of  tlie  adoption 
« ' '.ue  i eder.il  Consiitmion,  had  risen  nearl\-  to  j>ar  ; and 

'hug  th:U  'liey  should  be  un.ible  to  fulfil!  their  contr;t<  t 
'•  • ' iiuluttii  tliC  .'state  to  resume  its  right  to  the  ))ortit)n 
o'.  Its  origin.'-!  Xew  N ork  < laim  whic  h they  had  not  \et 
’ .hi  ol  :!ie  Indians,  and  relea.se  tlicm  from  their  t rm- 
■'  'I  I'  tt«  ih.it  par.,  leaving  on  their  hands  the  trot 

■ •.>  t I .died  Pht.  Ips  and  Gorh.un's  Purch.ise  .mtl  bounded 
• I • .li'i^vc  lies,  ribed.  Tills  agreement  was  rc.iclud  on  the 
I di  ot  M It  b,  1791. 

1 'Vo  il,o, . l.iitr  Kobert  .Morris,  the  illustrious  fm.tm  icr 


whose  services  were  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  nation 
during  the  kevolution,  contrai  ted  with  Massachusetts  for 
the  pre-emption  right  to  all  of  X'ew  \'ork  west  of  Phel])s 
and  Gorham's  Purchase.  About  this  time  he  also  bought 
1,264,000  acres  of  Phelps  and  Gorham  paying  ^'30.000 
in  X’ew  York  currency),  which  he  scon  sold  to  three 
English  gentlemen.  Sir  William  Pultney.  John  Hornby 
and  Patrick  Colipihoun,  for  ^35.000  sterling.  It  w.is 
only  after  much  difficulty  and  delay  that  .Mr.  .Morris  com- 
pleted his  title  to  the  tract  of  which  he  had  purchased 
the  pre-emption  right  from  Massachu.setts.  It  vvas  neces- 
sary to  buy  out  the  interest  of  the  Indians,  and  this  w.is 
accomplished  by  a council  at  Geneseo  in  September. 
1797,  when  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  ill  of  the  .'state- 
west  of  Phelps  and  Gorham's  Purchase,  e.xcept  that  the 
Indians  retained  eleven  reservations,  amounting  to  about 
three  hundred  and  thirtv-eight  scpiare  miles,  including 
the  Tuscarora  reservation  three  miles  east  of  Lewiston, 
then  one  mile  square  ; and  the  Tonawanda  reservation, 
part  of  which  formed  the  extreme  southeast  corner  of 
Xiagara  county. 

It  was  by  his  speeches  in  the  councils  affecting  the 
title  to  the  lands  of  western  Xew  York  that  the  .'-^cneca 
chief  Red  Jacket  came  into  prominence.  He  figures  in 
history  as  a crafty  demagogue,  vain,  ambitious  and  dis- 
honest ; a coward  in  war  and  a sot  in  peace  : chieflv 
noted  for  his  harangues  against  parting  with  the  lands 
of  the  Seneca  nation,  and  the  bitterness  he  usually  mani- 
fested against  the  power  by  whose  grace  alone  the  nation 
had  any  lands  after  the  Revolution. 

The  conveyance  from  Massachusetts  to  Mr.  .Morris 
was  made  May  iith,  1791.  by  five  deeds.  The  first  cover- 
ed the  land  between  Phelps  and  Gorham's  Purchase  and 
a line  beginning  twelve  miles  west  of  theirs  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania border  and  running  due  north  to  Lake  Ontario. 
The  next  three  embraced  as  many  sixteen-mile  strips 
crossing  the  State  north  and  south,  and  the  fifth  what  re- 
mained to  the  westward  of  these. 

The  tract  covered  by  the  first  mentioned  deed  was 
what  has  been  ca'led  ” Morris’s  Reserve,  ' from  the  fact 
that  he  retained  the  disposition  of  this  section  in  hi> 
own  hands  when  he  subsequentiy  sold  all  west  of  it.  He 
sold  the  reserve  in  large  tracts,  though  small  as  comparetl 
with  his  purchases.  To  Leroy,  Bayard  and  Mi  Evers  he 
sold  the  triangle  bounded  by  Lake  Ontario,  the  line  of 
Phelps's  "mill  seat,”  and  aline  from  the  southwestern 
end  of  the  latter  due  north  to  the  lake — about  87,000 
ai  res.  He  next  sold  to  ’vN'atson.  Gragie  and  Greenleaf 
I CO. 000  acres  in  a block  six  miles  wide  and  nearly  twenty- 
nine  long,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  vvest  line  of  ti'e 
.ibme-mentioned  triangle  and  the  same  line  continued 
southwartl.  This  property  vvas  afterward  purchased  by 
the  .'-^taie  of  Gonnecticut  and  .''ir  W illiam  Pultney.  and 
-isiudlv  sj'oken  of  as  the  Gonnei  ticut  tract.  When  'I'l-i 
bv  Mr.  Morris  11  w.i^  sMpp.--eii  t'>  lie  wliollv  wo'-h' 
Morris  Reserve;  but  on  n-nn,  ig  ‘rom  th;  s,.;;:,  ; 
"east  transit  line."  a mcridi.m  wlmh  bounded  tiie 
reserve  on  the  vvest,  the  Gonne<  tn  ut  trait  was  found  to 
extend  over  the  line  one  hundreil  ami  st.xty-six  char  > 
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TIf]':  TRANSIT  LINES— JOSEPH  ELLICO  TT— TI I !•:  HOLLAND  PURCHASE.  s.j 


and  thirty  links.  .\s  *he  east  transit  was  meant  to  be  the 
dividing  line  between  the  Conneetii  ut  tract  and  the  Hol* 
laml  Purchase  sold  by  Mr.  Morris  at  a later 

date  and  had  therefore  an  inferior  claim  for  remaining  un- 
changed , the  transit  line  was  on  reaching  the  Con- 
necticut tract  shifted  westward  to  the  distance  above 
named,  and  .so  carried  forward  to  the  lake.  It  runs 
between  the  eastern  ami  middle  tiers  and  middle  of 
MvMi^in  ( )r!eans  county. 

Phis  transit  line  was  so  called  because  it  was  run  with 
a transit  instrument  ns  connection  with  astronomical  ob- 
servations. the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  dis([ualify- 
ing  the  surveyor's  compass  for  running  a meridian  line. 
It  is  called  the  “east”  transit  to  distinguish  it  from  a 
>imilarly  surveved  meridian  passing  through  l.ockport, 
wliii  li  is  called  the  “ west  " transit.  The  laying  down  of 
tliisline  was  a slow  .and  laborious  operation.  It  involved 
nothing  less  than  felling  a strip  of  timber  three  or  four 
rods  wide  most  of  the  way  across  the  State  to  give  unob- 
structed range  to  the  miniature  telescope  of  the  transit. 
Phis  reiiuired.  be.side  three  surveyors,  a considerable 
force  of  axemen.  On  most  of  the  line  all  hands  camped 
where  night  overtook  them  in  the  unbroken  wilderness. 
.\11  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1798  was  consumed  in 
running  the  first  eighty  miles  of  the  transit  meridian,  there 
being  about  thirteen  miles  remaining  undone  on  the  22nd 
of  November. 

The  surveyor  in  charge  of  this  work  was  Joseph  Ellicott. 
He  was  born  in  Bucks  county.  P’ennsylvania.  in  1756.  In 
1770  the  family  removed  to  Maryland  and  founded  Elli- 
cott’s  Mills  on  the  Patapsco  river.  Joseph  was  taught 
surveving  by  his  brother  Andrew,  who  was  afterward 
surveyor-general  of  the  United  States  and  professor  of 
mathematics  at  West  Point.  He  assisted  the  latter  in 
laying  out  the  city  of  Washington,  and  in  1791  surveyed 
the  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
Creek  Indian  lands.  The  remaining  years  of  his  business 
career  were  chiefly  spent  in  the  service  of  the  Holland 
Land  Comi'any,  so  called.  His  intimate  connection,  in 
this  capacity,  with  the  history  of  AVestern  New  York  is 
thus  summed  up  by  the  historian  of  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase: 

“ No  man  has  ever,  perhaps,  been  so  closely  identified 
witli  the  history  of  any  region  as  he  is  with  the  historv  of 
tlie  Holland  Purchase.  He  was  not  only  the  land  agent. 
•'Upcrintending  from  the  start  surveys  and  settlement, 
'.•'.crcibing  locally  a one-man  power  and  influence;  but  for 
a lung  period  he  was  far  more  than  this.  In  all  the  early 
yc.irs  of  settlement,  especially  in  all  things  having  refer- 
ence to  the  organization  of  towns,  counties,  erection  of 
public  buildings,  the  laying  out  of  road.s,  the  establish- 
luenl  of  post-oftices — in  .ill  that  related  to  the  convenience 
uu!  prosperity  of  the  region  over  wliich  his  agency  e.v- 
: nded — he  occupied  a prominent  position,  a ( lo.se  iden- 
<ii\,  ili.u  few  it  any  patrons  of  new  settlements  have  ever 
alt. lined.” 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


THE  HOI.I.ANl)  PURCH.ASF.  .VND  VU  RC  H .V  SEKS SrUVIV- 

S.ALES  .\Nn  FIRST  SETTLE.MF.NTS. 


E C E M B E R 24th,  1792,  Robert  Morris  deeded 
*)  Herman  Leroy  and  John  Linklaen  one 
and  a half  million  acres  of  liis  lands  west  of 
the  east  transit  line.  On  the  27th  of  the  fol- 
lowing  Eebruary  he  gave  a deed  for  a million  of 
acres  to  these  gentlemen  and  fierrit  Boon.  lulv 
2cth.  1793.  he  conveyed  to  the  same  three  par- 
ties eight  hundred  thousand  acres  ; and  on  the  same  dav 
to  Herman  Leroy,  ^Villiam  Bayard  and  Matthew  Clarkson 
three  hundred  thousand  acres.  These  gentlemen  purchas- 
ed this  vast  tract  as  trustees  for  a number  of  rich  mer- 
chants of  Amsterdam,  Plolland,  who  have  been  common- 
ly spoken  of  as  the  Holland  Company  and  the  Holland 
Land  Company,  though  there  was  no  corporation  with 
either  of  those  titles.  The  immense  estate  acquired  bv 
them,  being  all  of  New  York  west  of  the  east  transit  line, 
except  the  Indian  reservations  and  the  State  mile  strip 
along  the  Niagara,  constituted  the  Holland  Purchase. 

The  purchasers  bought  through  the  above-n.amcd  citi- 
zens of  New  A^ork  because  they  themselves,  as  foreigners, 
could  not  at  the  time  legally  hold  real  propertv  in  the 
State.  The  Legislature  of  1798,  however,  changed  this 
regulation,  and  the  trustees  thereupon  turned  over  the 
property  to  the  actual  owners  ; all  but  three  hundred 
thousand  acres  being  transferred  to  Wilhem  Willink,  Nich- 
olas Van  Staphorst,  Pieter  Van  Eeghen,  Hendrick  ^'al- 
lenhoven  and  Rutger  Jan  Schimmelpcnninck.  The  re- 
mainder went  to  Wilhem  Willink,  Jan  Willink,  Wiihem 
Willink,  jr.,  and  Jan  Vv’illink,  jr.  Two  years  after  Ian 
Gabriel  Van  Staphorst,  Roelif  Van  Staphorst.  jr.,  Cor- 
nelius Vallenhoven  and  Hendrick  Seye  also  acquired  an 
interest  in  the  tract. 

When  the  Indian  title  to  the  Holland  Purchase  had 
been  extinguished  by  Mr.  Morris,  in  1797.  measures  vvere 
immediately  taken  for  the  survey  of  the  tract,  so  that  it 
might  be  put  in  market,  sold  and  settled.  Operation> 
were  directed  from  Philadelphia  by  Theophilus  Ca.zenove. 
who  was  the  first  general  agent  of  the  Hollanders.  He 
appointed  Joseph  Ellicott  chief  surveyor,  and  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1797  he  and  Augustus  Porter,  Mr.  Morris's  sur- 
veyor, as  a step  toward  ascertaining  the  actual  area  of  die 
purchase,  made  a tour  of  its  lake  and  river  front.  Tlie 
running  of  the  east  transit  line  in  the  next  vear  by  .Mr. 
Ellicott.  as  already  related,  was  another  step  in  the  >ur- 
vey  of  the  Holland  Purchase  ; and  at  the  same  time 
"eleven  other  surveyors,  each  with  his  corps  o!  axemen, 
chainmen,  etc.,  went  to  work  .at  different  points,  ra.ir  ' a 
ih.e  lines  of  ranges,  'ownsliips  and  reserv.-ui.  ?'-  ,\ a 

through  tlv  Purchase  tlie  deer  were  startled  !.-■  in 
hiding-places,  the  wolves  were  driven  growlinu  fi  -m  t ieir 
lairs  by  bands  of  men  with  comp.tsses  and  thecd  -..!i-. 
chains  and  flags,  while  the  red  occupants  lo.ik  uih'  ’■ 
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on  at  the  rajiid  parceling  out  of  their  broad  and  fair  do- 
main.” 

'The  di'.isicjn  of  the  land  began  on  the  plan  which  had 
been  followed  in  l’help.'>  and  Oorhain’s  pun  base,  namely, 
the  laying  off  r>f  six-mile  strijis  reaching  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Lake  Ontario,  called  ranges,  and  numbered  from  1 

..  I 

east  to  west;  and  dividing  them  by  east  and  west  lines  | 
into  regular  townships,  numbered  from  south  to  north.  | 
Each  township  was  to  be  sub-divided  into  sixteen  mile-  | 
and-a-half  sipiares,  called  sections,  and  each  of  these  into 
twelve  lot-),  three-fourths  of  a mile  by  one-fourth,  con-  j 
taining  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  apiece.  After  ! 

twenty-four  townships  had  been  surveyed  on  this  plan  j 

the  sub-division  was  judged  unnecessarily  minute,  and  was  j 
.so  much  .so  as  to  be  often  ill  adajited  to  the  surface  of  . 
the  ground  ; thereafter  the  mile-and-a-half  S([uares  com-  j 
posing  a to\vnshi[i  were  each  divirled  into  four  three-  j 
(|Liarter-mile  sipiares,  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  j 
apiece,  which  were  sold  off  in  ipiantities  to  suit  purchasers,  | 
ipiite  coininonly  going  off  in  one-luindred-and-twenty- 
acre  lots,  as  originally  [ilanned. 

'The  mile  stri[>  along  the  Xiagara  river  belonging  to  the 
State  of  New  \'ork  was  survtp'ed  in  the  autumn  of  1798  by  | 
Seth  Pease,  at  the  e.xpense  of  the  Hollanders.  j 

The  theoretically  regular  division  of  the  Holland 
Purchase  into  square  townships  was  of  course  in  some 
cases  broken  in  upon  by  bodies  and  streams  of  water, 
and  was  also  interfered  with  by  the  Indian  reservations.  | 
Town  boundaries  in  the  region  we  are  considering  have  1 

O .-5  I 

not  generall)'  been  made  to  conform  to  range  and  town- 
shi])  lines,  but  the  towns  are  rectangular  except  where  de- 
fined by  natural  boundaries,  and  most  of  the  roads  in 
Niagara  and  Orleans  counties,  running  to  the  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass,  also  show  traces  of  the  surveving 
system  of  the  Holland  proiirietors. 

'The  price  at  first  charged  by  them  for  their  lands  was 
5(2.75  P^*''  't'-'te,  one-tenth  to  be  paid  rlown.  The  proprie-  I 
tors  found  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  this  ten  per  cent, 
advance  payment.  It  was  extremely  desirable  to  secure 
settlers  for  the  tract,  for  every  jiioneer  who  located  made 
the  chiuntrv  more  attractive  to  others  who  might  be  con- 
templating a similar  minenient.  I. anils  could  be  had 

very  i heap  in  parts  of  the  State  nearer  the  centers  of  pop- 
ulation, and  also  in  Ohio;  while  farms  in  Canada  were 
offered  by  the  Pritish  government  at  sixpence  per  acre. 
The  competition  among  owners  of  large  tracts  was  thus  j 

so  strong  th.it  the  iiro[>rietors  of  tlie  Holland  Ihircluse  I 

often  waived  .ill  .idvance  rKivment  bv  actu.il  settlers  1 

i 

Even  so  their  lands  at  hrst  went  oil  but  slowlv.  The  rate  , 

of  -..des,  howe-ver,  consiantlv  im  reused.  In  iSoi  there  1 

were  40;  in  iSc2,  5();  in  1 Nog,  250;  in  1804,  500;  in  iNo^,  I 

415;  in  1 806.  5^4;  in  1 807,  607 ; in  1 808,  612;  in  1 809,  1 1 Go.  j 

It  is  not  our  purjfose  to  give  here  .1  detailed  aci.ount  of  ! 

the  >ei tleinent  of  this  I orr.er  of  the  St.ite.  'The  ’.iom.'er  . 

...  * i 

ex'.erier.i  es  oi  tile  settlers  ol  ditlereiit  towns  I dong  to 
the  annals  of  those  towns;  but  .1  few  rein. irks  vv  ill  give  j 

s.K  h .1  glimiise  of  the  progress  of  settlement  as  ni.iy  j 

properly  be  t.iken  at  this  point  tourist  who  visited  ' 

we-teni  New  \’oik  in  1792  eives  Us  the  following;  ' 

^ 1 


“Many  times  did  1 break  out  in  ,'.n  enthusi.istic  fren/v, 
anticipating  the  [irob.ible  siunition  of  this  wiklerness 
twenty  years  hence.  .\ll  that  reason  c.in  .isk  may  be 
obtained  by  the  industrious  hand;  the  only  danger  to  be 
feared  is  that  luxuries  will  flow  too  cheai>.  After  I had 
reached  the  Genesee  river  curiosity  led  me  on  to  Niagara, 
ninety  miles — not  one  house  or  white  man  the  whole  way. 
'The  only  direction  1 had  was  an  Indian  path,  vvhii  h 
sometimes  was  doubtful.  The  first  day  I rode  fifty  miles, 
through  swarms  of  mosipiitos,  gnats,  etc.,  bev'ond  all 
description.  .\t  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  I reached 
an  Indian  town  calletl  Tonnoraunto;  it  contains  many 
hundreds  of  the  savages,  who  live  in  very  tolerable  house.>, 
which  they  make  of  timber  and  cover  with  bark.  I!y 
signs  I made  them  understand  me,  and  fora  little  money 
they  cut  me  limbs  and  bushes  sutficient  to  erect  a booth, 
under  which  I slept  very  ((uietly  on  the  grass.  The  next 
day  I pursued  my  journey,  nine  miles  of  which  lay  through 
a very  deep  swamj);  with  some  difficulty  I got  through, 
and  about  sundown  arrived  at  the  fort  of  Niagara.  ’ 

One  of  the  pioneers  of  Lewiston  furnished  .Mr.  Orsa- 
miis  Turner  some  reminiscences  of  his  entrance  into  this 
region  in  1793.  He  says: 

“We  coasted  iqi  Lake  Ontarivi,  going  on  shore  and 
camping  nights.  ^Ve  were  seventeen  days  making  the 
journey  from  Geneva  to  (fueenston.  The  only  person 
we  saw  on  the  route  from  Oswego  to  Niagara  [the  jiariy 
went  from  Geneva  to  Lake  Ontario  by  the  Seneca  and 
Oswego  rivers]  was  William  Tlencher,  at  the  mouth  of 
Genesee  river.  \\T  made  a short  halt  at  Fort  Niagara, 
rc[)orting  ourselves  to  the  commanding  officer.  He  gave 
us  a specimen  of  Pritish  civility  during  the  hold-over 
jieriod  after  the  Revolution.  It  was  after  a protracted 
dinner  sitting,  I should  think.  He  asked  me  where  I was 
going.  I rtqilied,  ‘ 'To  Chijipewa.’  ‘Go  along  and  be 
d — d to  you,’  was  his  laconic  verbal  passport.  'There  was 
then  outside  of  the  garri.->on,  under  its  walls,  upon  tlic 
flats,  two  houses;  no  tenement  at  Youngstown.” 

In  1799  a gentleman  familiar  with  western  New  York 
des(  ribeil  the  country  in  a series  of  letters.  From  one 
(if  them  we  take  the  foliovving; 

“ Should  curivisity  induce  you  to  visit  ihe  falls  of 
Niagara,  you  will  proceed  from  Geneva,  by  the  State 
road,  tir  the  Genesee  river,  which,  you  will  cross  at  New 
Hartford,  west  of  which  you  will  find  the  country  settled 
for  about  tw  elve  miles,  but  after  that,  for  sixty-fiv  e miles, 
to  Niagara  river,  the  coiintrv’  still  remains  a wilderness. 
'This  road  was  used  so  much  last  year  by  people  on 
business,  or  bv'  those  whom  curiosity  had  levl  to  vi.-it 
the  f.ills  of  Niagara,  that  a station  w.is  fixed,  .at  tile 
Pig  Pl.iins  to  shelter  travelers.  .\t  this  iilace  th.ere  are- 
two  roads  that  lead  to  Niagara  river;  the  south  roavi 
goes  bv  Puff.ilo  creek,  the  other  by  'Tonawand.i  vil- 
l.ige  to  (^>ueeuston  landing  [the  Patavia  and.  1 ew  i-ton 
tr.iil.  heretofore  meir.iomdj.  The  Co.-.i  ' . !' 

I re’ck  IS  mo>t  use'd,  boiii  bec.iu-'e  it  i.>  .... 

c;iuse  it  comm. mils  a view  of  E.ike  Eiic;  .ind  tlie  road 
from  this  to  ihe  falls  is  along  the  leinks  of  Niagar.i 
river.  verv  intere"'ting  ride.” 
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Spt.'akiiiii  i)t'  llic^i.p^ara  or  1 .owistori  trail,  Mr. '1  iiriuT 
'‘.Xdd  to  this  tlic  two  or  tlirec  log  and  one  trained 
!iut  at  HulValo,  and  liwo  or  thre'c  tenements  at  1 ,e'.\  istoJi, 
.ind  tire  reader  wil'J  have  a pretty  good  idea  of  all  in  the 
w ,1V  of  iinprovemeiot  that  had  transpired  upon  the  Hol- 
l.nid  I’un  haso  befoTe  the  close  of  1799;  and  at  the  close 
ol  the  century  there  w as  but  little  more  than  the  addition 
ot  a few  families  along  the  Buffalo  road,  and  the  prosecu- 
tion of  sur\eys.” 

Snr\  eying  was  therefore  all  that  had  thus  far  been  done 
towaril  < i\  ili/ing  Orleans  county.  It  was  an  unbroken 
w ilderness,  e.vcept  tfor  the  impression  that  the  sur\eyors’ 
,i\emen  had  made  upon  it,  and  a multitude  of  wild 
beasts  were  its  (mly  inhaliitants.  In  1S03,  however,  Mr. 
KIlieott,  vainly  hojiing  that  the  mouth  of  Oak  Orchard 
creek  would  prove  a practicable  harbor,  and  the  port  of 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  Purchase,  had  a village  laid 
out  there,  which  was  to  be  called  Manilla.  In  the  spring 
of  that  year  James  Walsworth  settled  at  the  place.  He 
was  the  ])ioneer  setr'er  of  Orleans  county,  and  the  first  on 
the  lake  shore  between  Braddock’s  Bay  and  Fort  Niagara. 
His  nearest  neighi»or  to  the  westward  lived  at  the  Cold 
Springs,  just  east  of  I.ockport,  and  in  1805  he  himself  re- 
moved inland,  settling  on  the  Lockporc  and  Batavia  road^ 
where  he  cleared  a farm  on  the  border  of  the  Tonawan- 
ila  swain[),  and  kept  a well  known  tavern.  Says  Mr_ 
Turner  ; 

Walsworth,  and  the  few  others  that  located  at  Oak 
Orchard,  were  all  the  settlers  in  Orleans  before  1S09  ex- 
cept  Whitfield  Rathbun,  who  was  the  [lioneer  ui>on  all 
that  part  of  the  Ridge  road  in  Orleans  county  embraced 
in  the  Holland  Purchase.  It  will  be  noticed,  by  tabular 
list  of  settlers,  that  settlement  had  just  begun  at  the 
mouth  of  Eighteen-mile  creek,  in  Niagara,  and  at  John- 
son's creek,  in  Orleans,  in  1806.  Burgoyne  Kemp  settled 
at  the  Fdghtcen-mile  creek  in  180S.  There  was  then  set- 
tled there  ^\'lHiam  Chambers  and Colton,  and 

there  was  one  family  at  Johnson’s  creek,  im  the  lake.  At 
that  period  there  was  no  settler  between  lake  and  ridge 
in  Niagara  or  (frleans.” 

.\n  interesting  exhibit  of  the  state  of  business  at  this 
jicriod  in  w estern  New  York  is  afforded  in  “ a description 
ol  the  Oenesee  country,”  by  Robert  Munroe.  From  it 
we  extract  the  following  : 

"Trade  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  has  much  increased 
within  a few  years.  Crain  is  sent  in  considerable  tpian- 
tities  from  .Seneca  lake  and  the  Conhocton,  Canisteo, 
Canawiscpie  and  Tioga  rivers  to  markets  on  Susip’.ehanna 
river,  .md  llour,  ])olash  and  other  produce  to  .Mbany  ; 

■ md  .1  ( onsiderable  ipi.intity  of  gr.iin  has  for  some  years 
p.i't  been  exported  by  ^Iciglis  in  winter  to  the  west  of 
.\lleinv.  W hisky  is  distilled  in  consitlerable  quantities, 
and  inostlv  consumed  in  thecountrv,  and  is  also  e.xiiorted 

t an.ida  and  to  Susi piehann.i.  The  iiro-duce  (•!  the 
'oiiiitix  is  leceivedl  b\  storekeepers  in  payment  for  goods, 
and.  With  horses  .iml  cattle,  is  ]iaid  for  bind.  Several 
thous.md  bushels  of  gr.tiii  h.i\  e been  purr  haseal  iii  the 
wmier  beginning  this  ye.tr,  1S04,  for  monrw  .at  Newtown, 
am!  .It  tin.'  mills  m ar  ('.t\'ug.t  l.ike.  Ilemp  is  raiseil  on 


Ceneseo  ri\er  and  carried  to  Albttny.  l)r<Ae'  of  i 
and  horses  are  sent  to  different  markets  and  ;i  i i)nsa!,-i 
able  number  of  cattle  .tnd  other  pro\'isions  tire  used 
the  markets  u[  ('anadaniua  [Canandaigua]  and  (iene\,i, 
at  Niagara,  and  by  settlers  emigrating  into  the  lountrv. 
Cattle  commonly  sell  for  money  at  a good  prii  e,  ami  a-, 
this  country  is  very  favorable  for  raising  them  the\  will 
probably  become  the  princi]tal  article  for  market  ; man\ 
being  of  opinion  that  the  raising  of  stock  is  more  profit- 
able as  well  as  easier  than  any  mode  of  farming.  The 
following  is  a list  of  p, rices  of  articles  and  the  rate  of 
wages  since  January  1801  ; 

“Wheat,  from  62  cents  to  ,^i  a bushel  ; corn,  from  37 
to  50  cents  a bushel  ; rye,  from  50  cents  to  62  cents  a 
bushel  ; hay,  from  ^6  to  ,'^12  a ton  ; butter  and  chee.se, 
from  10  to  16  cents  a [lound  ; a yoke  of  oxen.  $50  to  $80; 
milk  cows,  from  §16  to  .$25  ; cattle  for  driving,  jjtg  to  .•34 
a hundred  [tounds  ; a pair  of  good  working  horses,  ,■>100 
to  $125;  sheep,  from  8:2  to  ,s:4  ; [tork,  fresh  killed  in 
winter,  ,>^4  to  §6  a hundred,  and  salted  in  sjiring.  ^8  to.'sio; 
whisky<  from  50  to  75  cents  a gallon  ; salt.  8:1  a bushel 
weighing  56  pounds  ; field  ashes,  4 to  9 cents  a bushel  ; 
— 600  bushels  may  be  manufactured  into  a ton  of  pot  or 
pearl  ash,  which  has  been  sold  at  market  at  ^125  to  $1^0. 
and  some  persons,  by  saving  their  ashes  or  by  manufac- 
turing them,  have  nearly  cleared  the  cost  of  ini[>roving 
land  ; the  wages  of  a laborer,  §10  to  8515  a month  and 
board  ; a suit  of  clothes  made  at  ;§4  to  35  ; a pair  of  shoes, 
31.75  to  $2.50.  -Store  goods  are  sold  at  very  moderate 
prices,  the  expense  of  carriage  from  Albany  to  Ne'.v  York 
being  about  3-  ^ hundred  weight.” 

The  progress  of  settlement  in  Niagara  county  during 
the  first  decade  of  this  century  is  thus  summed  u[jby  Mr. 
T urner: 

“The  territory  now  comprising  the  county  of  Niagara, 
it  w'ill  be  seen  by  some  sketches  already  given 
was  mostly  a wilderness  in  the  beginning  of  1807;  tiie 
few  settlers  in  it  were  principally  upon  the  Rid.ge  rrtatl.on 
the  Lewiston  road,  in  Slaton's  settlement  and  on  and 
near  the  Niagara  river.  Luring  the  five  years  precetling 
the  war  of  1812,  settlers  broke  into  the  woods  all  ahuig 
upon  the  fine  grade  of  land  under  the  mountain  ridge, 
along  on  the  lake  shore,  ui'on  the  Eighteen-mil'e  creek 
and  in  a few  other  localities.”  He  also  inform',  us  tluit 
“the  earliest  prominent  settlers  west  of  Oak  thchard  on 
the  ridge  in  Orleans  were  E/.ra  I >.  I’arnes,  Lrael  Lougla 
(the  latter  was  the  first  magistrate  north  of  B.ita\  ia I,  .''e\ - 
mour  B.  Murdock  and  sons  and  Eli  Moore.  Themiliin, 
of  the  first  settlers  was  obtainerl  at  Niagara  FalE  and  the 
Genesee  n\  er.  ” 

I'p  to  1821  only  about  half  of  the  Holland  RurOrt'C 
hail  been  soUl.  In  th;it  \e:>.r  the  proprii't. >rs  oU'eiVil  ih  • 
ri-mainder  “for  a considera.tion  which  wuuld  cover  r . 
origin.ii  .imouni  of  purchase  monev  an<!  ir'Cere-’  . ' ‘ 
pv-r  t ent.”  The  next  \e.;r  they  oTeii-d  ■ ’ ' 

shillings  jier  .tore.  " The  llnal  result."  s.iv  s T;,;:  .;. 
"was  prob.tbly  better  th.ui  would  be  inferredi  loun  t!,--  - 
i'ffers. 

.\  frequent  eilect  of  thehavg  iiedit  gi\." 
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AM-;  to  m.tki;  them  I' eel  nggrieveil  when  [lay  (lay  came  ; 
and  the  longer  tin  y had  been  in  arrears  wiili  their  interest 
the  more  thoronghU'  were  tliey  persuaded  tliat  it  was  an 
outrage  to  ask  them  lo  sipiare  u])  their  accounts.  They 
vainlv  called  the  company’s  title  in  (jiiestion,  and  asked 
the  interference  of  the  Legislature  in  their  behalf.  'I'he 
financial  dejiression  of  iSj;  rendered  payments  harder  to 
make,  and  the  harder  it  was  to  make  them  the  less  the  | 

debtors  owed  them,  according  to  the  idea  that  seems  to  j 

have  prevailed  among  them.  If  they  could  not  shake 
the  title  of  the  Hollanders,  they  could  terrorize  the  land  ' 
agents  and  hold  agrarian  meetings  to  denounce  their 
debt-paying  neighbors  as  “Judases;”  and  they  could  ^ 
and  in  some  cases  did  stave  off  payment  for  their  lands 
until  they  gained  a title  to  them  by  continuance  of  “ad-  [ 
verse  possession.”  In  most  cases,  however,  this  brilliant  ' 
e.xpedient  was  not  successfully  resorted  to,  and  the  Hoi-  , 
land  Company’s  customers  for  the  most  part  finally  paid 
for  their  farms.  i 

In  iSto  the  Hutch  proprietors  sold  the  pre-emption  ^ 

right  to  the  Indian  reservations  to  David  A.  Ogden  and  I 

others  constituting  the  Ogden  Company,  for  fifty  cents 
per  acre,  the  area  being  estimated  at  196,000  acres. 
These  gentlemen  found  the  Senecas  reluctant  to  disyiose 
of  the  remnant  of  their  lands  ; but  by  several  councils 
the  company  at  length  e.vtinguished  the  Indian  title  to 
nearly  all  of  the  reservations.  The  negotiations  did  not 
affect  the  territory  of  Niagara  county  to  any  extent.  | 

In  a council  at  Buffalo,  September  12th.  1815,  the  Sene-  j 
cas  ceded  to  the  State  of  New  York,  for  §1,000  and  a | 
perpetual  annuity  of  $500,  all  the  islands  in  the  Niagara 
river  not  within  the  British  line. 
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EDIOCSL  Y and  lumberingly,  through  wooiis.  1 

' iicross  rivers,  along  roads  that  have  been  cor-  | 

' ■ '■^1  \ '■'^‘icls  that  sadly  need  to  lie  cor-  i 

duroyed,  over  dry  places  and  through  i 

swair.jis,  over  high  hills  and  through  tortuous  ' 

■■■.'2.*  mountain  iiasse.-),  a heav\’  wagon  has  !>oen  rollin''  ^ 
and  >.li[(ping  and  sliding — sometimes  tloating.  where 
the  fording  places  were  not  gootl — for  m.inv  davs.  Did 
you  ever  set;  one  of  those  heav\  old  Dutt  h wagons,  with 
wheels  that  have  s])ukes  like  sni.ill  sa|>lings  .ind  felloes 
like  those  in  the  wheels  of  a modern  stone  truck  ; that 
base  poles 'oeiit  at  ross,  bow  fc.Nhiou,  frtuii  sitie  to  side  of 
the  attnit  btix,  and  cta  creil  o\er  w ith  a lanopv  of  ram  ass 
to  keep  t)ut  lilt;  wiml,  the  storm  and  the  sweltering  sun- 
shim;  ? Such  is  the  w.igtm  of  whi'  li  we  w rite — a wagon 
tirawn  by  a sp.in  tif  soirds  j.ulttl  l.orscs  that  h.ive  seen 
nothing  lesemblmg  tile  iimide  of  a comfort, ible  .-,t.ible  for  I 


weeks,  and  in  whit  h ritle  a woman  and  two  or  three 
small  children,  the  luisli.iml  ami  father.  [n;n  ham  e.  trmlg- 
ing  by  the  side  of  the  \ el'.it  le.  sinking.it  time'  knee  tleep 
into  the  mud  or  staggering  over  a fallen  log  or  large  stone, 
in  his  desire  to  guide  the  team  and  at  the  same  time  light- 
en their  burden  by  walking. 

He  is  a strong,  well-built  six-footer,  with  a heart  to 
brace  every  danger,  the  kind  of  man  for  a pioneer,  lea\  - 
ing  behind  him  the  comforts  and  pleasures  of  civilized 
life,  and  going  to  endure  hardships,  reverses,  struggles, 
trials,  and  yierhajis  to  die  in  a wild  country,  leaving  w ife 
and  children  to  wrest  their  sustenance  from  land  urn  ulti- 
vated  and  unjiaid-for,  or  to  make  their  wa\-  back  to  civili- 
zation as  best  they  may.  But  he  hesitates  not.  For  him- 
self he  cares  nothing  ; but  his  wife  and  children  ? Is  he 
doing  right  in  isolating  her  from  home  and  kindred  ami 
all  of  the  associations  of  her  childhood  and  her  girlhood  ? 
Is  he  doing  right  in  taking  their  children  to  the  far  awav 
new  country,  to  rear  them  on  the  outskirts  of  civilization, 
where  education  had  not  yet  one  rude  temple  and  Chris- 
tianity no  voice  to  proclaim  its  truth  ? 

These  cyuestions  he  has  discussed  with  his  wife  over  and 
over  again.  They  have  been  settled  before  leaving  their 
former  home  ; but  somehow  they  will  not  stav  settled. 
'I'hey  have  forced  themselves  upon  his  attention  manv 
times  during  the  slow  and  tedious  journey  ; but  it  is  too 
late,  now,  to  reason  about  them  ; and  resolutely  he  sets 
his  face  toward  the  west — for  it  has,  from  the  earliest 
days,  been  west  that  the  sturdy  luoneer  has  bent  his  steps — 
ever  west,  and  further  west  I I'here  is  no’complaint  from 
the  patient  w oman  in  the  wagon. 

It  is  nightfall — the  sun  sunk  below  the  tree-tops  an 
hour  ago,  and  the  dim  shadows  of  approaching  darkness 
are  creeping  over  the  forest,  while  afar  off  can  be  heard 
the  cries  of  the  owl  and  the  whippowil,  and  over  in  the 
swamp  at  the  left  bull-frogs  are  croaking  dismally  and 
“peepers”  are  singing  merrily.  It  is  nightfall,  and  one 
of  the  children  is  asleeyi  on  a yule  of  stuff  in  the  wagon 
and  the  baby  is  asleey)  in  the  mother's  arms.  Her  eight 
year  old  boy  sits  beside  her  gazing  out  over  ' the  hor-e-’ 
heads,  at  the  shadow  s dronyiing  dOw'n,  rme  ^y  one.  over 
the  wood.  He  looks  tired,  but  hoy>etu.i,  sh.'e  thinks,  a' 
she  watches  him  a moment.  .Site  knows  what  kind  of 
a life  is  before  her — she  can  half  realize  some  of  it< 
'rials  and  hardships  and  disayvpoimments.  but  not  .t’d 
of  them.  She  knows  that  she  and  her  hu>b.and  Vvii; 
never  live  to  have  many  years'  enjoyment  of  the  fruit' 
of  their  sacrifice  and  toil,  but  their  children  will — it  i- 
for  ih.ese  that  she  has  consented  to  risk  the  yieriL  o- 
yiioneer  Hie. 

.\  few  days  more,  and  they  ha\e  reached  their  de'd- 
nation.  .Again  it  is  evening.  Dimly  they  can  see  th.  ' 
thev  are  in  the  midst  of  a little  oyiening  in  the  tim’  v:. 
watered  bv  a small  stream  that  tlows  thrnu.h  H.  Mi' 
thev  will  eiei  ' their  cabin  on  tiie  imuTov.-  ; ; ■ 

mul't  more — thev  will  >lecji  m liie  w.i-iiu.  1 v 
horses  are  watered  at  the  babbling  stream  and  teiheiv. 
where  they  c.in  get  tlieir  fill  of  tiic  gra>s  that  grou' 

1\  in  the  oyiening.  Then  ,i  f.ie  i'  made  on  tb.e  er. 


i. 


•>•;•.  I.»  -■,(  -|»* 


■si' 

('  s.;  ■ , ,.  , • , - 

' ' ’ • *■  ■ ‘"'HI.'  -jil) 

* i a'.  ^ »»..  .,s  ,,  I 

■,  / ,:An-.u, 

ft- '•.-.ri  >,fl 

' ■ /'  ' " ' , ..'o  irt 


■'■■  !•'  ?.f  t'l 

■•  . J),  i.j:  1, 

J h ifL 

‘•'V  : 

■'*.*  ! •7'^T  . ( 

■ - -n-  -■ 

t •'•  1 

’J'  ' -**  '•«{  !»■■  f * 


■*hri 


V<|  a,i 


-i  f 


I 


• :>  *.  • ' 


" " ''  '•  '-•:‘f>llU 


THE  PION'EER'S  CAMP— P.UH, DIXd  HIS  I.OH  HOUSE. 


93 


hasty  meal  is  prepared,  a few  minutes  are  passed  in  con- 
versation and  many  more  in  silent  thought  ; after  that, 
weariness  and  drowsiness  overcome  them  and  they  know 
no  mpre  till  they  are  awakened  at  dead  of  night  by  the 
snapping  and  snarling  of  wolves  prowling  about  the  out- 
skirts of  the  opening.  The  fire  has  died  down  and  its 
smouldering  embers  can  be  scarcely  seen.  It  is  the  fire 
that  has  kept  the  wolves  off  till  now.  The  man  raises 
himself  on  his  elbow  and,  lifting  the  corner  of  the  canvas 
cover  of  the  wagon,  looks  out.  Presently  one  of  the  ani- 
mals, more  bold  than  his  fellows,  emerges  from  the  tim- 
ber and  comes  stealthily  toward  the  half  startled  horses. 

He  is  followed  in  a minute  by  another  and  another  I The 
foremost  is  now  alarmingly  near  one  of  the  horses.  The 
man  reaches  for  his  rifle.  In  a moment  it  is  at  his  shoul- 
der. His  quick  glance  runs  along  the  barrel ; there  is  a 
lurid  flash,  a sharp  report,  a howl  of  agony — and  the  wolf 
is  stretched  dead  on  the  ground,  while  his  blood-thirsty 
followers  are  hurrying  away  in  the  gloom.  This  is  not 
the  first  time  wolves  have  molested  them  since  they  came 
into  the  wilderness — it  is  a matter  for  determined  action 
but  .^carcclv  one  to  keeji  them  long  awake.  The  fire  is  ' 
rekindled  and  they  sleep  again,  and  are  only  awakened  bv 
the  singing  of  the  birils  in  the  trees  over  head,  afier  the 
'tin  is  up  in  the  morning. 

The  preji-irations  for  the  erection  of  a log  house  are 
begun  without  del.iy.  Eir^t  several  trees  are  felled,  trim- 
med. cut  up  into  lengths  and  lairl  on  the  ground  in  piles 
on  tlie  foil!'  'iiU>  of  the  place  w here  tiie  cabin  is  to  stand.  ; 

I ben  the  work  of  pbiclng  them  in  their  proper  p(.sition 
begins.  It  is  no  easy  task,  for  the  logs  are  heavy;  luit  the  | 
m.in  and  the  boy  both  warrk  with  a will.  They  have  slept  j 

- Ill  the  wagon  so  long  that  the  thought  of  lying  down  that  | 


night  in  their  own  house,  even  if  it  is  unfurnished,  affords 
an  incentive  to  e.xtra  exertion.  The  work  goes  briskly  on 
through  the  day.  So  many  logs  have  been  rolled  up  and 
notched  together  at  the  corners  that,  by  nightfall,  the 
walls  of  the  house  are  done.  An  opening  has  been  left 
at  one  side  for  a door,  and  a smaller  one  opposite  for  a 
window.  It  is  too  late  and  the  builders  are  too  weary  to 
do  more  than  this  to-night;  so  a couple  of  blankets  are 
stretched  across  one  end  of  the  structure  to  serve  as  a 
temporary  roof,  another  is  hung  over  the  doorway,  and 
the  house  is  ready  for  its  first  night's  occupancy. 

In  the  morning  the  work  is  resumed.  Poles  arc  laid 
across  the  top  of  the  walls  to  support  the  chamber  floor, 
a ridge  pole  and  rafters  are  put  up  and  then  the  roof  is 
laid  on  them — a roof  of  broad  bark  strips.  heU  m place 
by  withes  fastened  at  the  ends  with  slender  strips  of 
green  bark.  An  opening  is  left  in  the  chamber  floor,  a 
rude  ladder  is  constructed  and  set  up,  affording  com- 
munication with  the  loft  ; and.  with  the  exception  of  the 
window  and  the  door,  the  carpenter  work  on  the  house 
is  done,  and  the  family  stand  and  look  at  it  with  a feel- 
' ing  of  such  relief  as  they  have  not  felt  during  all  tiieir 
long  journey.  It  is  but  a cabin  of  logs,  a rude  hut  only 
twelve  by  fifteen  feet  square,  with  a hole  in  the  roof  to 
let  out  the  smoke, — not  such  a residence  as  is  built  in 
these  days  of  elegance  and  luxury,  but  it  is  a home  ! < >! 

course  no  sash  and  glass  are  at  hand,  but  the  nece-sity 
which  is  said  to  be  the  mother  of  all  invention  gives  b.rt’- 
; to  an  idea  at  '.lie  right  moment,  and  the  pi"-'eer  i'  ;•  : 
lett  w'.ilioiu  re-ource.  The  wundow  hole  isn,.';\er\  l '._v 
! and  he  goes  to  the  wagon  and  gets  an  old  newsp.'.pcr.  one 
j that  was  printed  far  away  in  Xew  England  or  I'enn-vl- 
I vania  ; and  with  some  hesitation  lie  tears  it  in  two — 'or  i; 
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■will  be  a long  time,  perhaps,  before  another  newspaper 
comes  to  him — saturates  it  wirh  grease  and  stretches  it 
across  the  opening  and  the  window  is  comi)lete  ; one  that 
will  not  permit  the  inmates  of  the  house  to  look  out,  but 
will  let  the  light  in.  The  canvas  which  has  afforded 
them  shelter  during  the  journey  is  taken  from  the  wagon, 
folded  to  the  proper  si/.e  and  suspended  over  the  a}>er- 
ture  left  for  ingress  and  egress,  and  this  is  the  door  that 
must  serve  till  a more  substantial  one  can  be  made  of 
planks  split  out  of  logs — a bit  of  extra  work  that  may  be 
done  in  any  leisure  hours  before  cold  weather  comes. 
The  openings  between  tlie  logs  are  to  be  “chinked,”  or 
filled  with  i>ieces  of  wood  s]ilit  out  of  the  proper  size  and 
secured  in  ]ilace  by  the  use  of  a thick  mortar  of  mud,  and 
a fire-place  is  to  be  constructed  ; but  these  can  be  dis- 
pensed with  until  after  the  house  is  furnished  and  some 
sort  of  a shelter  has  been  provided  for  the  horses.  In 
our  engra\ings  our  readers  will  recognize  the  edifice 
thus  completed,  and  note  the  improvement  which  the 
rolling  seasons  witness  in  the  pioneer's  circumstances  and 
surroundings. 

There  is  no  trip  to  a furniture  store,  attended  with  the 
tn<uble  of  sele<  tion  and  the  u.iual  banter  about  the  ]>rice. 
( ciinmon  to  these  Liter  days.  The  house  is  soon  furnished 
“ witiiout  money  and  without  [irice,"  .ind  as  well  as  any 
other  house  within  a circuit  of  tweritv  mile>  or  more. 
.\tul  tills  is  how  it  is  done:  For  chairs,  three  or  four 
blocks  of  the  iirojier  height  .ire  ■■awed  I’rciin  the  end  of  ,i 
log;  for  iudsteiuls,  hole>  are  bored  in  one  of  the  logs  at 
the  side  of  the  building,  ,i  foot  ami  ,i  h.ilf  from  the  ground, 
|»oles  .ibout  fruir  fi'cl  long  :ire  hewn  off  at  one  end  and 
driven  into  them,  tlie  other  e\lreiiiit_\  being  supported  on 


blocks  similar  to  those  used  for  chairs,  and  on  these 
laid  some  small  boughs,  then  some  blankets  and 
quilts;  the  table  is  constructed  at  one  side  of  the  e 
the  same  manner  as  the  frame  for  the  beds,  its  top  'oe 
a wide,  flat  piece  split  from  a large  log  and  henr. 
smooth  as  possible;  the  fire-pl.ace,  which  is  tlie  :r. 
primitive  of  all,  is  simply  a spot  on  the  ground  unde' 
aperture  in  the  roof.  The  cooking  utensils  were  br  ■ 
in  the  wagon.  They  are  a long-handled  frving-'j  .t. 
cast-iron  bake-kettle  and  one  or  two  tin  pans,  c,r.c 
which  serves  the  purpose  of  a tea-kettle,  in  the  r.b'c: 
of  the  black  earthen  “steeper”  which  was  broken  > :i  : 
way.  Some  knives,  some  tinned-iron  sjioons,  some  f r 
and  some  cups  and  saucers  and  a few  plates,  all  'if 
“ blue  edged”  variety,  now  nearly  out  of  e.xistence,  c 
prise  the  table  furniture. 

And  thus  they  begin  housekeeping  in  their  new  / 
miles  distant  from  any  other  human  habitation,  a- 
yond  the  reach  of  mails  and  other  convenience'  ■■■  ' 
densely  populated  districts.  Here,  with  faith,  in 
God  and  faith  in  th.emselves,  they  begin  to  li\e  die  ■ 
life — a life  of  progress  from  the  most  jirimitive  • 
of  civilization  ihrougii  all  the  years  that  shall  '.  ■.  _ 
them  to  the  prosperity  of  the  future — a life  g:\-.n 
servedly  for  the  benelit  of  those  who  shall  li\  e a '■ 
are  gone — a career  of  hartlship  and  of  unrein:.:;  '.- 
freely  devoted  to  the  coming  gener.ition. 

Here,  amid  such 'urrouiulinc'  :imH>i'h  ■ 
tive  .'.iipli.im  e.'  am!  the  mc>si  nu.ie'e  f.e  ihtii  •' 
begins  to  exact  from  Xature  the  Iruits  of  iione>t  :• 

I chops,  he  logs,  he  plants  and  sows  and  gather' 
e;ich  siu'cceding  \e.ir;  and  a^  the  work  giws  i>e.  i’ 
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clearing  gradually  extends  its  limits,  encroaching  on  the 
surrounding  forest  till  the  patch  has  grown  to  be  a small 
farm,  with  substantial  rail  fences  and  impro\  ed  buildings, 
a door  having  superseded  the  canvas  curtain,  a chimney 
having  been  built  of  sticks  plastered  with  mortar,  and  a 
comfortable  stable  having  been  erected  for  the  horses. 
Inside  the  house  the  blocks  of  wood  ha\  e gi\  en  place  to 
threedegged  stools,  the  beds  are  a tritle  easier  to  lie  upon, 
and  a floor  of  hewn  planks  has  replaced  the  hard,  bare 
earth  which  was  the  first  floor. 

By  and  by  other  settlers  begin  to  come  into  the  vicinitv. 
One  1 >y  one  log  cabins  are  erected  until,  within  a radius 
of  a dozen  miles,  there  are  as  many  habitations,  and  it  is 
beginning  to  be  common  for  the  settlers  to  talk  of  their 
neighbors,  but  perhaps  not  as  some  people  talk  of  their 
neighbors  at  the  present  time.  To  the  lonely  [iioneers, 
the  sight  ot  a human  face  is  so  grateful  that  they  ne\er 
pause  to  tpiestion  whether  it  belongs  to  a rich  man  or  a 
|ioor  one.  lit  such  a communitv  all  are  friend>,  all  are 
ready  to  helj)  eai  h other  along,  to  do  neighborlv  kiittiness, 
to  contributi'  to  the  general  pnc-^perity  and  the  general 
h.ippiness.  tbie's  neighbors,  like  many  other  good  things, 
are  valued  in  projiortion  to  the  smallness  of  their  nvimber, 
and  an  aop.iaintauce  who  liw'  ti.'n  or  twenlv  mi!e>  away, 
and  whom  oite  tloes  not  often  see,  is  held  in  higher  esti- 
mation than  one  whom  it  is  no  luxury  to  see  and  whose 
IreoueiU  Visits  .ire  looked  I'l/iw.ird  to  as  inlli' tious  ; and 
it  one  has  Imt  fe'w  neighbors,  and  if  they  all  elwell  ineon- 
viently  disaant,  one  is  like!)’  to  I’outemplate  tlie  not  vcr\’ 
freipieitt  social  meetings  whicli  bring  them  all  together 
"ilh  pleasurable  anticipations. 


Parties  were  few  in  those  days,  though  as  settlement 
advanced  an  occasional  dance  was  participated  in  by  the 
rustic  belles  and  beaux.  Not  more  than  two  or  three 
dozen,  at  most,  would  be  present,  and  often  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  get  together  a sufficient  number  of  girls  to  make 
the  affair  a success.  On  one  occasion  two  young  men 
walked  more  than  twenty  miles  through  the  woods  to  an- 
other settlement,  invited  a couple  of  girls  to  accompan)’ 
them  to  one  of  these  frolics,  and  came  back  with  them  on 
foot,  carrying  them  on  their  shoulders  across  a stream 
they  were  obliged  to  wade.  At  another  time  two  young 
men  arrived  at  the  residence  of  a sylvan  belle  at  the  same 
time  and  with  the  same  errand,  that  of  securing  her  enm- 
pany  to  an  approaching  party.  The  lady  had  no  dc<  ided, 
choice,  and  as  no  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  difiicuhy 
could  be  arrived  at  it  was  finally  agreed  that  she  should 
go  with  both  of  her  admirers,  which  she  is  said  to  haw 
done,  conducting  herself  with  so  much  circumspection  a> 
to  keep  them  both  good-humorctl  throughout  the  whole 
time  till  they  returned  her  safe  home.  Those  who  lived 
on  roads  leading  direi  tly  to  the  aiijiuinted  jilace  came  m 
j w.igons.  Others,  who  lived  in  the  woods,  where  some  ot 
i the  ]irettiest  girU  were  found,  often  mOun'ed  a hor-c  be- 
j hind  a \’oung  man.  with  a blanket  to  sit  ui>on.  ilre-"cd  ;n 
i their  e\ erv  day  apparel,  with  woolen  stocking-' ami  .-trong 
j shoes  on.  They  would  dash  through  the  wood,  on  s"iue 
I trail,  through  streams  and  owr  ewrv  obstm.de  in  tlie:: 

' wav,  c.iri’ving  a bundle  < oiuainiiig  tliei.r  ball  dri’s,  i:  f-  ’• 
! hands.  Upoirtheir  airiv.il  a few  minutes  at  tin  t'ulit  ; 
i them  in  condition  for  the  dance. 

The  pioneer  luhllcr  was  always  a well  know  n ind’v  uliii! 
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will  1)0  a long  time,  perhaps,  before  another  newspaper 
comes  to  him — saturates  it  with  grease  and  stretches  it 
across  the  opening  and  the  window  is  complete  ; one  that 
will  not  permit  the  inmates  of  the  house  to  look  out,  but 
will  let  the  light  in.  The  canvas  which  has  afforded 
them  shelter  during  the  journey  is  taken  from  the  wagon, 
folded  to  the  proper  size  and  suspended  over  the  aper- 
ture left  for  ingress  and  egress,  and  this  is  the  door  that 
must  serve  till  a more  substantial  one  can  be  made  of 
planks  split  out  of  logs — a l)it  of  e.vtra  work  that  may  be 
done  in  any  leisure  hours  before  cold  weather  comes. 
'I'he  openings  between  the  logs  are  to  be  “chinked,”  or 
fdled  with  j>ieces  of  wood  s[)lit  out  of  the  proper  size  and 
sec  ured  in  ])lace  by  the  use  of  a thick  mortarof  mud,  and 
a fire-place  is  to  be  constructed  ; but  these  can  be  dis- 
pensed with  until  after  the  house  is  furnished  and  some 
sort  of  a shelter  has  been  pro\ided  for  the  horses.  In 
our  engravings  our  readers  wdl  recognize  the  edifice 
thus  completed,  and  note  the  improvement  which  the 
rolling  seasons  witness  in  the  pioneer’s  circumstances  and 
surroundings. 

There  is  no  trip  to  a furniture  store,  attended  with  the 
trouble  ot  selection  and  the  usual  banter  about  the  price, 
t oininon  to  these  later  days.  'I'lie  hou^e  is  soon  furni>hed 
" w iihoiit  inonc)'  and  without  price,”  and  as  well  as  an_\' 
other  house  within  a circuit  of  twenty  miles  or  more. 
And  this  is  how  it  is  done:  For  i hairs,  three  or  four 
bloiks  of  tile  proper  height  are  sawed  from  the  end  of  a 
log:  lor  bedsteads,  l.oles  are  bored  in  one  of  the  logs  at 
;1k-  side  ol  the  building,  a foot  and  a h.ilf  from  the  ground, 
poles  about  four  feet  long  are  hew  n olf  at  one  eiu!  and 
drive  n into  them,  the  other  e\tn  mity  being  su|iponed  on 


blocks  similar  to  those  used  for  chairs,  and  on  these  are 
laid  some  small  boughs,  then  some  blankets  and  some 
n^uilts;  the  table  is  constructed  at  one  side  of  the  place  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  frame  for  the  beds,  its  toj)  being 
a wide,  flat  piece  split  from  a large  log  and  hewn  as 
smooth  .as  jiossible;  the  fire-place,  which  is  the  most 
primitive  of  all,  is  simply  a spot  on  the  ground  under  the 
aperture  in  the  roof.  The  cooking  utensils  were  brought 
in  the  wagon.  They  are  a long-handled  frying-]ian.  a 
cast-iron  bake-kettle  and  one  or  two  tin  pans,  one  of 
which  serves  the  pmrpose  of  a tea-kettle,  in  the  absence 
of  the  black  earthen  “ steeper  ” which  was  broken  on  the 
way.  Some  knives,  some  tinned-iron  sjioons,  some  forks, 
and  some  cups  and  saucers  and  a few  jilates,  all  of  the 
“blue  edgeil”  variety,  now  nearly  out  of  existence,  com- 
prise the  table  furniture. 

And  thus  they  begin  housekeeping  in  their  new  home, 
miles  distant  from  any  other  human  habitation,  and  be- 
yond the  re.ach  of  mails  and  other  conveniences  ot  the 
densely  populated  districts.  Here,  with  faith  in  their 
God  and  faith  in  themselves,  tiiey  begin  to  live  their  new- 
life — a life  of  j)rogress  from  the  most  jirimitive  elemeiit> 
of  civilization  through  all  the  years  that  shall  be  given 
them  to  the  prosperity  of  the  future — a life  given  unre- 
servedly for  the  benefit  of  those  vvho  shall  live  when  iluv 
are  gone — a career  of  hard.->hip  and  of  unremitting  toil 
freely  devoted  to  the  coming  generation. 

1 b-re,  amid  such  surrounding>  and  w iih  the  mosf  ]irimi- 
tive  apiiliances  ami  the  mo-t  meagre  facilities,  the  pii  m.<  r 
begins  to  exact  from  .Nature  the  fruits  of  honest  toil.  He 
chops,  he  logs,  he  plants  and  sows  and  gather-,  in  w ith 
e.ich  suet  ceding  year;  and  as  the  work  goes  on  the  little 
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and  often  an  original  character.  Sometimes  he  was  a 
“ jack  at  all  trades.”  His  music  was  never  of  a high  or- 
der, but  it  was  of  the  kind  to  suit  the  times — loud  if  not 
grand,  and  energetic  if  not  artistic.  His  favorite  tunes 
were  “ Walk  Jaw  Bones,”  “Fisher’s  Hornpipe,”  “The 
Devil’s  Dream,”  “ The  Bummer’s  Reel,”  and  a few  others 
of  the  same  kind.  When  the  interest  in  the  dance  be- 
gan to  manifest  itself  by  grotesque  and  original  steps  on 
the  part  of  the  dancers,  he  would  often  accompany  his 
violin  with  a rollicking  song,  bringing  in  all  of  the  “ calls  ” 
in  rhyme,  frecpiently  ending  the  “set”  by  singing  out 
“ Four  gents  forward  and  ” — after  a long  pause,  giving  the 
swains  time  to  balance  in  the  center  of  the  room — “ ladies 
take  your  seats.”  This  was  a favorite  trick  of  his,  which 
invariably  created  a laugh  at  the  expense  of  the  young 
fellows  thus  unceremoniously  deserted  by  their  partners. 
The  amusements  of  old  and  young  were  enjoyed  with  a 
keen  relish.  'I'here  were  ([uilting,  husking,  apple-paring, 
raising,  c’noi)ping,  logging  and  other  “ bees,”  and  every 
gathering  of  the  kind  was  a joyous  occasion,  giving  a 
double  eiyjoymcnt  from  the  consciousness  of  [>rofitable 
e'.upliivment  and  social  imeia  ourse.  They  were  the  means 
by  which,  the  pioneers  iielped  each  other  along,  ami  to  the 
friendly  spirit  which  prompted  them  the  citi.tens  of  the 
lountv  are  largely  indcbteil  for  the  ['rosperity  of  to-day. 


CHAPTER  XVni. 


PIONEER  FARMING— FIRST  SCHOOLS  AND  TEACHERS, 
.MEETINGS  AND  PREACHERS— THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


HE  agricultural  implements  in  use  in  the  early 


i A davs  were  of  the  most  primitive  order.  Much 
Vli  of  the  first  farming  was  done  without  the 


IS!;' 

almost  indispensable  aid  ot  a trlow,  and  the 
1-  ^ 

earliest  piows  w 


ere  of  home  manufacture,  having 
often  been  made  from  the  crotch  of  a tree  which 
^ nature  had  fashioned  something  after  the  recpiired 
pattern,  and  which  the  settler  had  only  to  sharpen  and 
finish  in  the  most  unpretentious  way  imaginable.  .Vttcr- 
ward  clumsy  wrought-iron  plows  were  introduced,  which 
were  effective  only  to  stir  iqi  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
having  wooden  mould-boards  in  some  cases,  the  point 
only  being  imported.  To  construct  a drag  was  an  ease 
matter.  The  settler  had  only  to  cut  two  round  stick-  ol 
unequal  length,  joining  them  in  such  a manner  that  tlie 
end  of  the  longer  one  projected  -tifhciently  to  attaclt 
the  chain,  and  boring  four  holes  for  teeth  in  tiie  longer 
and  three  in  the  shorter  iiiece,  the  two  being  held 
ajtart  at  the  rear  by  a wooilcn  brace.  Flails  were  t"'  • 
only  threshers  and  hand-fans  the  only  scp.  r.'!' u-.  1| 

and  rakes  were  very  iieavy  and  eery  .strong,  tor  there 
were  few  forges  in  the  country  and  it  was  no  easy  matter 
to  get  a broken  tool  repaired.  Crr.un  was  cut  with  a 
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sickle  and  hay  with  an  old  fashioned  scythe,  as  heavy  as 
it  was  unhandy. 

With  such  tools  sted  was  put  in  the  ground,  the  work 
of  cultivation  went  fflm  and  crops  were  harvested.  Some-  | 

times  they  were  alnsKJst  an  entire  failure  and  sometimes 
there  was  an  over  abundance,  but  the  average  yield  was 
good.  But  there  were  no  markets  est.iblished  ; wliile  , 

grain  was  abundant,  it  could  not  be  converted  into  tunds  | 

with  which  to  pay  for  land,  but  there  was  usually  no  ! 

scarcity  of  food.  A favorite  mode  of  money-making  in  i 

the  early  days  was  that  of  locating  and  improving  a claim  i 

and  “selling  the  Lietterment,’’  as  disposing  of  the  im-  j 

pro\ement  at  an  advance  was  called.  Some  settlers  re-  | 

[leated  this  o[)eratiom  Several  times,  gaining  a little  with  j 

each  transaction,  and  finally  buying  and  paying  for  a de-  j 

sirable  farm.  1 

.Among  the  few  business  advantages  offered  to  the  ; 

pioneers  was  that  afforded  by  a market  for  “ black  salts  ” 
which  was  created  at  an  early  day.  “ .All  who  could 
raise  a kettle,’’  wrote  one  informed  as  to  the  make-shifts 
of  that  time,  “entered  upon  the  manufacture  of  this 
new  article  of  commerce.  It  brought  money  into  the 
country,  enabled  settlers  to  pay  taxes  and  buy  nec- 
essaries, and  promoted  the  clearing  of  land.”  The 
manufacture  and  sale  of  potash  was  another  enterprise 
which  proved  a God-send  to  the  pioneers.  “ The  trade 
in  the  product  of  their  ashes,”  says  the  writer  cjuoted 
above,  “for  which  merchants  paid  half  in  cash  and  the  ; 
rest  in  goods,  seemed  almost  providential.  New  settlers  1 
put  up  rough  leaches  and  generally  made  black  salts.  i 
AVhen  kettles  were  available,  potash  was  manufactured.  i 
The  lands  timbered  with  elm,  beech  and  maple  supplied  j 
a value  in  ashes  to  almost  pay  for  clearing.  It  was  an  j 
expedient  of  the  new  settler  to  go  into  the  forest,  cut  j 
down  trees,  roll  them  in  heaps,  and  burn  them,  having  in 
mind  no  thought  of  clearing,  but  to  supply  a want  of 
store  trade  or  money.  The  proceeds  of  the  burnt  log- 
heaps  in  the  clearings  supplied  many  families  with  the 
necessaries  of  life  where  otherwise  there  would  have  been 
destitution.  One  must  be  willfully  blind  not  to  see  in  this 
relief  thus  afforded  a providential  aid.”  The  timber, 
which  was  looked  u[)on  as  a hindrance  to  agricultural 
j)rogress,  was  thus  removed,  becoming  a source  of  profit 
and  making  way  for  the  work  of  underbrushing,  grubbing 
and  cultivation,  which  could  not  have  been  prosecuted 
until  its  removal.  Another  and  a later  element  of  prog- 
ress was  the  sale  of  timber  and  staves. 

Saw-mills  were  first  built  at  a comparatively  early  day 
in  the  history  of  the  county.  They  were  small  and  easy 
of  construction,  and  they  were  located  on  -ome  stream 
whose  waters  provided  their  motive  power,and  con\  enient- 
ly  to  the  timber  the  manufacture  of  which  into  lumber 
I'roved  a source  of  i)rofit.  'I'liere  was  usuall\'  but  one 
■'  iw  , and  from  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  it  was  humr 
the  mills  were  known  a>  ” Knglisii  mills,''  by  ulmh  title, 
though  the}  have  long  since  gone  out  of  u.se,  they  are  re- 
ferred to  at  the  [iresent  time.  With  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  these  mills  ,ind  the  gradual  growth  of  the  lum- 
ber tr.ide  the  fortunes  of  the  settler^  inproved.  I'hey 


were  enabled  to  disjiose  of  their  timber  profitably,  and  at 
the  rsame  time  clear  their  lands  and  buy  lumber  witli  whii  h 
to  erei  t buildings  to  replace  their  early  log  houses  :inti 
out-buildings. 

Before  grist-mills  were  introduced,  the  settlers  laliored 
tinder  a great  disavantage,  sometimes  being  obdiged  to 
carry  their  grain  by  the  single  bag-full  across  the  barks 
of  horses  to  a distant  mill,  consuming  several  days  in  the 
trip  and  having  to  go  often  on  account  of  the  iin[)ossibil- 
ity  of  taking  mucli  at  a time.  Many  families  ke])t  one  or 
two  mortars  or  “hominy  blocks”  in  which  to  pound  corn. 
They  were  generally  made  in  the  stump  of  a tree  near  the 
house,  the  top  of  it  being  cut  off  sejuare  and  burneil  or 
gouged  out  hollow,  the  cavity  being  large  enough  to  re- 
ceive the  corn;  and  to  relieve  the  laborer  the  pounder 
1 was  frecjuently  suspended  by  means  of  a sipring-iiole. 

; The  first  grist-mills  were  small,  usually  having  onlv  one 

run  of  stones  and  often  lying  idle  much  of  the  time  for 
want  of  water. 

The  early  schools,  thotigh  not  so  good  as  the\-  might 
have  been,  were  certainly  conducive  in  no  small  degree  to 
that  intellectual  growth  which  must  precede  all  svste- 
matic  and  permanent  improvement  in  any  communitv. 
The  teachers  were  often  strangers  who  were  travelling 
through  the  country,  and  who  paused  to  replenish  their 
purses  or  gain  a few  months  of  recreation  in  school  teach- 
ing. Sometimes  they  were  foreigners,  often  they  were 
intemperate,  and  they  were  all  addicted  to  the  use  of  the 
j rod.  Sometimes,  so  uncertain  and  unreli.ab!e  were  tl'.ev. 
i three  or  four  changes  would  occur  in  a single  year,  the 
I first  going  away  and  giving  place  to  another  and  he.  in 

j turn,  making  a place  for  a new  comer.  The  schcol- 

I houses  were  generally  built  by  “bees,”  or  gatherings  of 

I such  settlers  as  had  children  to  be  educated.  Thev  were 

j log  structures,  a little  better,  because  built  at  a later  day, 

! than  the  first  residence  described  in  the  preceding  chap- 
! ter.  The  seats  were  benches  made  of  slabs  split  from 

j logs,  with  legs  inserted  in  auger  holes  at  the  corners.  The 

I desks,  when  there  were  any,  were  constructed  after  the 
same  plan;  there  was  no  blackboard,  and  the  entire  stoi  k 
of  apparatus  consisted  of  a half-do^en  v.-ell-seasoncci 
switches  and  a substantial  ruler,  and  no  opportunit\'  wa- 
neglected  to  make  use  of  these  api)liances  for  the  genera, 
advancement  of  the  causes  of  education  and  good  m,.n- 
ners. 

In  those  days  the  question  was  not,  “ Has  the  tcachc ' 
a good  education  ?”  but  “Is  he  stout?  Has  he  g'-  i 
government  It  was  a fre([uent  practice  in  some  d;-- 
tricts  to  smoke  out  the  entire  school  or  to  “ bar  ou:  ''  :■  ■ 
j teacher.  Frequentl}’  there  was  a conspiracy  among  ■ 
large  boys  to  whip  the  teacher  and  breakup  the  ^c!^  . : 
'I'heir  attempts  in  this  direction  were  successful  t ' 
i several  successic  e years,  and  then,  when  the  di>tr;t  t I' 
won  a bad  name  and  come  to  be  shunned  bv  tiie  ge:.'.  r- 
alitv  (;f  pedagogues,  a stranger  with  well-deoe'-; 
gu\erning  pov.  ers  would  hai>pen  along,  ojien  a sc'.-.  ■ . 
si'cedilv  reduce  the  belligerent  “ big  i)oyN"  to  ,i  . ond:t  " 
I of  subjea  tion  and  prompt  if  not  eheerful  obediem  e, 

I settitig  the  bail  of  eilut  ation  rolling  on. 
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The  text-books  were  few  ami  scarcely  up  to  the  jiresent 
stanclartJ.  At  first  any  book,  be  it  Hil>le  or  almanac,  w.is 
admissible  as  a reader,  and  there  was  little  iinibmniity  in 
the  otlier  books.  Among  those  used  most  may  l)c  men- 
tioned Noali  \\’el)ster's  .Spelling  Hook,  nal>oll's  .Arith- 
metic, Morse’s  (leograjiby,  Murray’s  Grammar  and  the 
English  Reader.  In  some  schools  the  United  States 
.Speller  was  used,  the  first  reading  lesson  in  which  is  as 
tollows: 

“ My  son,  do  no  ill. 

Go  not  in  the  way  of  bad  men. 

For  bad  men  go  to  the  pit. 

O,  my  son,  run  not  in  the  way  of  sin.” 

The  youthfid  readers  were  required  to  memorize  such 
lessons,  and  they  no  doubt  impressed  truths  that  had  a 
lasting  inlluence  on  their  lives  and  characters.  .Attempts 
were  made  to  inculcate  gentlemanly  deportment  and 
respect  for  tlie  aged,  and  many  pupils  on  their  way  to 
and  from  school  would  politely  raise  their  hats  on  meet- 
ing strangers.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  A’oung  .America 
to-day  appears  to  be  less  susceptible  of  such  instruction, 
or  that  it  is  not  so  prominent  a feature  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  present  time. 

The  pioneer  teachers  were  many  of  them  very  ingenious 
in  the  contrivance  of  original  modes  of  punishment,  whicli 
from  their  novelty  and  their  untried  terrors  were  a by  no 
means  inoperative  agency  in  maintaining  the  authority 
which  was  regarded  as  so  essential  to  the  well-being  of 
the  school.  Some  of  these  inventive  characters  nourished 
in  a certain  district  at  a day  after  the  introduction  of  the 
box  stove.  He  conceived  the  brilliant  idea  of  placing  a 
brick  on  top  of  the  stove  over  a brisk  fire,  and  making  de- 
lincpients  walk  around  the  stove,  one  behind  the  other, 
and  turn  over  the  rapidly  heating  brick  once  during  each 
circuit;  this  was  kept  up  until  their  blistered  fingers 
goaded  them  into  subjection. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  in  the  open  air, 
beneath  the  wide-spreading  branches  of  the  forest  trees 
and  amid  all  the  varied  surroundings  of  wood  and  plain, 
hill  and  valley — not  in  a house  reared  with  human  hands 
and  dedicated  for  the  worship  of  a certain  few  in  a cer- 
tain prescribed  way,  but  in  God’s  own  tem[)le,  made  in 
infinite  splemlor  for  all  mankind.  How  the  [)rayers  of 
the  migratory  Methodist  preachers  rang  through  the  arches 
of  the  forest,  as  with  plain  words  from  honest  hearts  they 
knelt  on  the  ground  to  intercede  for  their  fellow  men; 
how  the  great  scheme  of  salvation  was  unfolded  in  homely 
yet  terrific  sentences,  which  fell  from  their  lips  with  all 
the  awful  force  of  prophetic  utterance;  how  their  sinqde 
auditors  trembled  at  the  terribly  vivid  picture  of  the  re- 
ward of  ^in  which  was  presented  to  their  view;  and  how 
they  rejoiced  at  the  declaration  th.at  sah  ation  was  “ full 
and  free”  to  all  who  sought  it  with  broken  spirits  and  j 
contrite  hearts  I Hy  scores  they  owned  the  saving  power  | 
of  the  Son  of  .M.m,  and  crowded  the  open  sjiace  around  | 
the  preacher,  asking  fijr  prayers  or  pra\  ing  for  llicmscKes,  ! 
'riius  were  the  seeds  of  Christianity  jilanteil  in  the  wilder- 
ness They  took  root,  they  were  nurtured  with  anxious 
(are,  they  grew  and  llourished  under  the  watc  hful  and 


prayertul  attention  of  the  yuoneers  and  their  sons  and 
daughters — the  parents  and  grand|)arents  of  this  genera- 
tion— and  thev  ha\e  brought  forth  good  fruit.  It  is  vis- 
ible in  all  the  evidences  of  the  y)rogress  of  the  ])ast  and 
the  enlightenment  of  the  |)resent. 

Thus  were  a few  h.ere  and  there  brought  into  the  fold 
of  the  Good  Shepherd.  I hen  the\'  organized  and  began 
to  do  His  work.  First  one  “class,”  as  the  religious  soci- 
eties were  called,  was  formed,  then  another  and  another, 
till  in  every  settlement  there  were  at  least  “ two  or  three  ” 
who  regularly  “gathered  together  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.”  .Soon  meetings  were  held  with  some  attcm|'t  at 
regularity  in  the  school-houses.  Circuit  j)reachers  would 
hold  ser\  ices  in  the  \ arious  neighborhoods  once  in  tw  o, 
three,  four  or  six  weeks,  as  the  case  ntight  be.  Hv  and 
by  several  districts  were  united  in  one  charge  and  ynit 
under  the  ycastorate  of  a minister  who  went  from  one  to 
another,  managing  somehow  to  make  tlie  circuit  once  a 
week,  though  often  obliged  to  preach  once  everv  week 
day  and  two  or  three  times  Sundays.  .After  a time  Sun- 
day-schools were  started,  and  they  aided  greatly  to  build 
up  and  strengthen  the  church. 

One  by  one  churches  were  built  in  the  county.  Some 
of  them  are  standing  yet.  They  are  not  like  the  costlv 
edifices  of  the  present  generation.  They  were  nearlv  all 
fashioned  after  the  same  general  plan,  being  wooden  l>uild- 
ings  about  thirty  by  forty  feet  square,  with  an  unpreten- 
tious spire  at  the  higliest  ipart  of  the  roof  near  the  front, 
the  doors  being  invariably  at  the  end  fronting  tlie  street. 
Some  of  them  were  provided  with  basements  which  were 
occupied  as  Sunday-school  rooms,  and  sometimes,  at  a 
later  d.ay,  by  day-schools.  Thepidyut  and  the  pew  s were 
of  the  plainest  and  most  rigidly  simple  style  imaginable  ; 
and  the  family  who  had  a cushion  on  their  seat  were  re- 
garded, if  not  as  wickedly  proud,  at  least  as  being  in  mucli 
danger  of  relapsing  into  the  “ cold  and  beggarlv  elements 
of  the  world.” 

The  minister  often  preached  for  a simple  living,  which 
was  paid  to  him  in  the  shape  of  flour  and  meat  from  the 
w'ell-to-do  farmers  of  his  congregation,  wood  and  potatoes 
from  those  who  were  just  getting  a start  on  new  larms, 
and  general  store  trade  from  the  early  merchants  and  in 
payment  of  orders  for  the  same  from  such  as  had  nothing 
to  give  him  but  could  buy  something.  His  wife  w as  the 
object  of  much  attention  and  the  subject  of  no  little  dis- 
cussion among  the  ladies  of  the  society,  and  was  gener- 
ally a worthy  help-meet  to  a worthy  husband.  .She  set  a 
good  e\am[)le  to  her  sisters  by  eschewing  jewelrv  and  gay 
riblnsns  and  dressing  in  a style  of  severe  simi)licity — 
which  was  useful  in  inculcating  lessons  of  economy  if  not 
of  religion.  There  never  was  a class  of  men  who.  taken 
all  in  all,  were  more  zealous,  more  steadfast,  more  self- 
sacrificing.  and  who  labored  harder  for  a simple  subsist- 
ence and  the  consciousness  of  doing  good  than  these 
j'ioneer  iire.n.hers.  Their  works  b\e  .after  them  and 
s|)cak  e!('quent!\  in  iestim.on\  of  their  unselfish  d.\')tion 
of  their  b\es  and  their  best  energies  to  Ghristi.iiiit\-  ami 
humanity;  and  every  one  ot  tlie  m.ui\  church  sjiires  of 
to-(-l.iy  is  a monument  to  their  memory. 
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As  tlie  laml  was  cleared,  drained  and  put  under  cultiva- 
lion  tlie  )nil)lic  health  improved.  The  seasons  following 
the  fii St  settlement  were  very  sickly  in  proportion  to  the 
population.  In  the  summer  of  some  years  little  or  no 
r.iin  fell,  the  streams  became  nearly  or  entirely  dry,  and 
it  has  been  said  that  “every  little  inlet  became  a seal  ot 
putrefaction  ; the  heavens  seemed  on  fire,  the  earth 
scorched  and  the  air  saturated  with  pestilence.”  In  some 
places  hogs  were  found  dead  in  the  wooils.  Fever  pre- 
vailed to  an  alarming  extent,  the  cases  being  more  nu- 
merous than  in  the  cities  but  not  as  fatal,  and  there  were 
many  cases  of  dysentery.  This  condition  of  things  was 
])revalenl  throughout  all  this  section  of  the  countrv.  .\n 
early  pliysician,  writing  of  diseases  in  the  pioneer  days 
and  at  a later  period,  said  ; “The  stimmer  of  iSoi  was 
w.irm,  with  fre»|uent  showers  ; the  davs  hot  and  the 
nights  very  chilly.  Intermittent  fevers  prevailed.  Pe- 
ruvian bark  was  generally  a remedy,  but  was  of  rare  use. 
When  Ie4t  to  nature  the  symptoms  became  typhoid,  and 
endangered  recovery;  iSoa  was  similar  to  the  year  pre- 
vious. In  1803  intermittents  declined  and  continued 
fev  ers  prevailed.  The  summer  of  1804  was  moderately 
warm,  while  the  winter  was  intensely  cold.  Much  snow- 
fell,  and  lay  longer  than  ever  before  known.  The  new 
settlements  were  healthy;  the  winter  diseases  were  inflam- 
matory. These  diseases  continued  during  1S05  and  1806, 
and  the  abusive  use  of  mercury  sacrificed  numbers.  The 
character  of  the  inflammatory  fever  varied  w-ith  localities 
in  1S07.  Near  streams  whose  course  was  obstructed 
by  dams  strong  symptoms  marked  its  attack,  whereas  on 
high  ground  the  appro.ach  was  insidious  and  more  diffi- 
cult of  control.  Ophthalmia  prevailed  in  July  and  Aug- 
ust. Influenza  was  epidemic  in  September.  The  season 
of  iS’oS  resembled  the  one  previous.  A typhoid  appeared 
in  January  and  continued  till  May,  The  treatment  was 
careful  depletion  followed  by  judiciously-given  stimu- 
lants. In  1811  bilious  fevers  prevailed.  In  the  springof 
1S12  a few  sporadic  cases  of  pn<:ii>nonia  typhoides,  a jire- 
viously  unknown  disease,  first  came  to  notice.  It  was  the 
most  tormidable  epidemic  ever  prevalent  in  this  country. 

I he  disease  became  general  in  1813,  and  caused  great 
mortality,  P>y  spring,  1814,  it  entirely  disappeared.  The 
prmcipal  disease  up  to  1822  was  dysentery;  it  was  most 
1 ital  to  children.  The  change  since  1828  is  such  that 
death  from  fevers  became  a rare  occurrence  and  con- 
'■mipition  took  }irecedence."  'I'he  section  is  now  notably 
he.ilthy,  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  the  sickness  and 
mortality  of  pioneer  times.  This  hajipy  improvement  is 
'bu- greatly  to  the  removal  of  many  of  the  early  causes 
' ! (iKease  by  the  drainage  of  low  lands  and  the  general 
miprovcinent  of  the  whole  country,  and  in  no  small 
m-MMire  to  the  advance  in  medical  skill  and  the 
•>igh  grade  ot  the  j-liv  sicians  of  the  jiresent  day. 

1 lie  pioneer  medical  practitioners  were  no  less  hardy 
’ti  the  iiioiieer  farmers  and  no  less  self-sacrificing  than 
pioneer  preaciiers.  'I'hey  were  men  of  quick  decision 
■ml  j>roiii|,-t  and  energetic  action.  The  developments  of 
" u-m  e had  not  supplied  many  of  the  remedies  and  modes 
're.itiiient  to  vvliii  li  the  phvsicians  of  a later  da\  (swe 


much  of  their  success,  and  mm  h h.is  been  said  in  sarc.ism 
of  the  lancet  and  the  bli'ter-^  .md  the  calomel  of  tho--o 
times;  but  in  lieu  of  sometliing  better  these  were  employ- 
ed with  no  small  degree  of  success,  and  many  a pioneer 
who  has  died  within  the  memory  of  some  of  the  vinmgest 
who  read  this,  owed  his  jirescrv  ation  for  a long  and  use- 
ful career  to  the  prompt  administr.ilion  of  those  h.irsh 
j but  effective  remedies  by  one  or  another  of  the  unflinch- 
ing frontier  doctors. 

j Their  rides  extended  for  miles  and  miles  in  all  direc- 
tions, embrticing  much  of  the  territory  now  comprisi.-d 
within  the  limits  of  sev  eral  neighboring  counties.  They 
I rode  by  day  and  by  night,  in  answer  to  any  call,  with  their 
saddle  bags  well  filled  with  such  remedies  as  were  acces- 
sible, often  traveling  for  hours  guided  only  by  “ blazed  ” 
trees  and  thankful  even  for  a cow  path  running  in  the 
right  course.  A record  of  their  early  struggles,  sacrifices 
and  adventures  would  make  an  ir.teresting  volume. 

One  point  ot  dee[)  interest  to  the  resident  and  tire 
stranger  still  claims  our  notice.  It  is  the  cemeterv.  If 
the  regularly  changing  style  of  the  architecture  of  the 
houses  of  the  living  indicate  unerringly  the  period  at 
j which  they  were  erected,  so  the  memorial  stones  raised 
above  the  resting  places  of  the  dead  bear  evidences  of 
their  newness  or  their  antiquity. 

The  first  gravestones  were  merely  flat  pieces  of  stone 
placed,  a large  one  at  the  head  and  a smaller  one  at  the 
feet  of  the  departed, to  mark  the  place  of  his  narrow  home. 
In  walking  through  the  cemetery  the  stranger  is  led  to 
the  first  grave.  Perhaps  it  is  at  some  obscure  corner  of 
the  burying  ground,  perhaps  it  is  grass-grown,  sunken  and 
almost  obliterated  by  the  gradual  changes  of  many  year>; 
perhaps  there  is  not  even  a bit  of  stone  at  the  head  of  it 
or  at  the  foot  of  it;  perhaps  those  who  walk  above  it  have 
forgotten  the  name  and  the  history  of  its  occupant.  He 
may  have  been  an  old  man,  wearied  out  w ith  the  struggle 
and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  or  he  may  have  been  an 
infant  who  was  removed  before  he  could  realize  them;  it 
is  all  the  same — the  first  grave  is  ever  an  object  of  more 
than  passing  interest  to  the  beholder.  It  was  made  in 
j the  long  ago,  when  the  flourishing  village  was  a little  fron- 

j tier  settlement:  and  a memorable  day  it  must  Icmg  haw 

been  to  the  early  settlers  when  first  the  earth  was  oi'cned 
to  receive  one  of  their  number,  and  when  first  in  the  ex- 
periences of  their  lives  in  the  new  country  the  solemn 
words,  “ dust  to  dust — ash.es  to  ashes,"  fell  on  their  ea;'. 
.\11  w ho  were  connected  with  that  burial  became  endo'\i.  i 
with  a peculiar  interest,  and  all  were  ])ointed  out  f. u 
years  afterwards — the  first  mourners,  the  preacher  w i." 
preached  the  fir-,t  funeral  sermon,  the  man  who  m.ule  v 
first  coffin,  and  the  man.  who  dug  the  first  grave.  1 
grave  only  remains  to  suggest  their  memory;  bm  thev  ; 
in  other  graves  around  it. 

The  most  important  of  the  initial  events  that  i)recoii  ; 
the  period  of  advancement  which  has  brouglit  fortii  ‘1 
j present  flatterin_  cimdition  of  .’gricul'ure  ,ind  ■ 

I lure,  and 'idv  aneed  the  >'.uises  of  eiluc.uum  1 : 

I I'.ave  been  adverted  to  in  tile  [irei  evling  paue-.  1 
I change-'  which  they  her.diled  are  but  footprints  leii  • a 
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the  sands  of  memory  by  the  triumphant  march  of  civiliza- 
tion. Flattering  as  has  been  the  progress,  of  the  jtast,  it 
is  not  too  miicli  to  say  that  it  is  but  an  earnest  of  the 
more  perfect  attainments  of  the  future,  seed  j)lanted  in 
the  soil  of  time  to  yield  virtue,  haj)[iiness  and  abundant 
success  in  the  years  to  come. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


.MIU  r.\kV  Ol'KkA  TIONS  OK  lSl2 Allll'L’UE  OK  IHK  IkO- 

guois KkEI’AKATJONS  KOk  INVADINO  CANADA. 


H E causes  and  preliminary  events  of  the  last 
Jp'^  war  with  Great  Britain  have  already  been 
A a recorded.  It  remains  to  tell  what  occurred 
^ ' during  the  war  witliin  and  upon  the  bounds 
of  Niagara  countv.  It  will  be  found  that 


this  county  witnessed  more  of  the  incidents  and 
’ experienced  more  of  the  immediate  effects  of  the 
struggle  than  any  other  in  the  United  States. 

The  President  announced  the  declaration  of  war  on  the 
19th  of  June,  1812.  As  soon  as  the  British  authorities 
in  Canada  were  informed  of  it  they  took  measures  to 
secure  the  alliance  of  the  Six  Nations  and  the  western 
Indian  tribes.  The  United  States  government  was  equally 
prompt  in  efforts  to  neutralize  the  intrigues  of  the  British. 
A council  with  the  Senecas  was  opened  at  Buffalo  on  the 
6th  of  July.  The  United  States  were  represented  by  Mr. 
Erastus  Granger,  then  Indian  agent.  He  urged  the  sav- 
ages to  preserve  neutrality,  but  offered  to  take  a small 
force  of  their  young  warriors  into  the  army  if  they  insist- 
ed on  fighting.  Red  Jacket  was  the  Seneca  spokesman, 
and  for  once  cast  his  influence  in  fa\  or  of  the  United 
States.  His  nation  promised  not  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
unless  in  alliance  with  the  States,  and  sent  messengers  to 
persuade  the  Mohawks  to  neutrality.  Their  embassy  was 
fruitless ; the  latter  tribe  promptly  sided  with  Great 
Britain,  and  were  active  throughout  the  war,  under  the 
leadership  of  their  young  chieftain  John  Brant,  son  of 
the  guerilla  captain  of  Revolutionary  notoriety. 

It  was  found  impossible  for  the  young  Seneca  braves 
to  allow  a war  to  go  on  in  their  neighborhood  without 
taking  a hand;  and  their  elders  did  not  try  to  restrain 
them  after  the  British,  at  an  early  stage  of  hostilities,  took 
l<ossession  of  Grand  Island,  which  the  Iroquois  tribe  then 
claimed  as  part  of  their  territory.  declaration  of  war 
uas  made  by  the  nation  in  writing — the  first  instance  of 
the  kind  in  Indian  history.  The  United  States  govern- 
ment was  reluctant  to  enqiloy  >avage  allies,  addii  ted  to 
b.irbarities  not  (ountenanced  in  civilized  warfare;  and  it 
was  not  until  thes[)ringof  1813  that  .Major-General  I.ewis, 
commanding  Idjrt  Niagara,  invited  the  Seneca  warriors  to 
the  fort,  to'a^ail  himself  (>{  their  co-operation.  E\en  then 
it  was  hoped  tlie  emplovinent  of  the  savages  in  actual 


hostilities  would  hardly  be  necessary;  and  that  on  the 
appearance  of  the  Senecas  in  the  field  the  Mohawks  would 
withdraw  from  the  war,  rather  than  be  involved  in  a 
bloody  struggle  with  tlmir  kindred  nation.  The  Senecas 
had  no  such  notion.  They  repaired  to  Fort  Niagara  in 
full  panojfly  of  war,  to  the  number  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred; and  on  learning  that  they  were  expected  to  exert  a 
moral  influence,  rather  than  to  swing  tomahawks,  thev 
went  away  disgusted.  They  were  recpiired  to  abstain  from 
killing  or  torturing  any  of  the  enemy  who  might  fall  into 
their  hands,  and  from  mutilating  their  corpses.  ^Vith  this 
understanding  they  rendered  some  rather  unimportant 
aid  during  the  war,  while  their  friendly  attitude  was  of 
great  value  to  the  United  States. 

This  nation  entered  upon  the  war  of  1812  with  the  de- 
sign of  making  a comiuest  of  Canada.  The  force  assem- 
bled along  the  river  in  Niagara  county  for  this  purpose 
at  the  end  of  the  summer  consisted  of  a small  detachment 
at  Niagara  Falls  then  called  Manchester  , under  General 
Amos  Hall,  commander  of  the  militia  of  western  New 
York,  and  others  at  several  points  along  the  line,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  less  than  seven  hundred  insubordinate  men, 
poorly  clothed  and  supplied.  They  had  no  heavy  artillerv, 
and  no  com.petent  gunners  for  the  field  pieces,  and  there 
were  less  than  ten  rounds  of  ammunition  apiece  for  the 
infantry. 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Albany,  a civilian  of  no 
military  genius,  had  been  made  Major-General,  and  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Tompkins  commander-in-chief  of 
the  detached  militia  of  New  York  in  order  to  secure  for 
the  State  the  benefit  of  the  influence  which  his  promi- 
nence in  the  Federalist  party,  as  well  as  his  great  wealth 
and  high  social  standing,  gave  him.  He  was  accom- 
panied to  the  Niagara  frontier,  where  he  was  to  have 
chief  command,  by  Colonel  Solomon  ^'an  Rensselaer,  an 
officer  of  some  experience,  who  was  to  do  the  fighting  for 
the  general.  Van  Rensselaer  reached  Fort  Niagara  on 
the  13th  of  August,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Lewis- 
ton, where  he  established  his  headquarters. 

Sir  Isaac  Brock  was  the  British  commander-in-chief  in 
Canada,  and  after  the  capture  of  Detroit  with  its  garrison 
he  marched  to  the  Niagara  frontier,  reaching  Fort  George, 
opposite  Youngstown,  about  the  ist  of  September,  with 
his  disciplined,  well-officered  and  victorious  little  army. 

It  was  evidently  impossible  for  \'an  Rensselaer  to  ac- 
complish anything  in  the  way  of  invasion  with  the  force 
at  his  command,  and  he  was  even  powerless  to  resist  an 
invasion  which  seemed  to  be  intended  by  the  enemy.  He 
appealed  for  reinforcements  to  the  governor  and  to  Gen- 
eral Dearborn,  commander-in-chief  of  the  United  State' 
forces.  The  latter  gave  him  no  assurance  of  su[<port.  but 
wrote  insisting  that  Upi)er  Canada  must  be  con  ,uere  '. 
before  winter  set  in.  Reinforcements  were  sent  to  the 
Niagara,  however,  both  regulars  and  militia.  The  latter 
rendezvoU'.-d  at  I.ew.st.,>n.  .Vl  tii.-l  ijuint  I e‘.  -re  t'..e  1; 
die  of  ()ctolier  there  uere  as'.-mbli  d,  under  the  mi.i. 
ate  command  of  Brigadier-General  U'adsworth.  sometlrir, 
over  2,500  men.  with  all  the  ignoran<'e  of  militia  and  no 
superlluous  cuur.iue  to  oif'et  it;  aiui  with  militiamen’s  in- 


■ 1 ' 

inv 

V.  ,i 

'■  r*  •' 

.1 


t it  ■'T'l 


Nitl.CliT  lt>)  ^|Vl>  »tl 
‘‘if  r’^iffi  iv>i:fifi  ^ 


• ' ' 'Ti  >1  nil.  It 

' ‘I  > '■ 

■ r •-!  ■ . '■ 


.'.■Kvi, 

-(■ 


' f -i  f 
I '{;•'  • : 


r 

f 

i f • 


•:*e 

t* 


■ wf  :■ 


/ ' - ; -V**  V 

r^>ri>HS7i 

*'-  •'  U itJ*  xu»  ri'n«m  uo4  )ua 

- ;;  .i>  )•*  , ait,ijc,h»f| 

;<j.i/i  .ji-.iiv  ^yhf^^ojrjijii  }o  fio*  ^f[j 
>/}/y  o:  Mf/jf  t^fll  fri  M:)7bu4 


*i5# 


'.'’If,  4- 5 
. ..>1s  ■>: : 


i 


•"‘I  t.,Z 

’-'•'s.j.i 


I 


'"'i  I rj<'! 

' . ' .‘tl.  > II  • 


‘•ji  .'M.  'nirij  .j 

' ,'  '.*  ..:  i;f  ;i  .rj..-; 

' ..  ■.  ''  ,.('i‘»  s 

' .!■  . !«■  ij. 


'■  ::l 


■■  '‘-’Mi  ,'!•"' 


1 '1 , ‘‘. 

I'  Ilf.  ' •• 


'■•  ' I 


'-31; 


.!■• '•,.-}.>  'JI*;,/  . ji 

.V,,.  ,j| 


’.'r  .h  .• 

I ".  f.»!;;.ni 

w.  .l.l.■l;.l  1 


1 . 


, I, 


f: 


:i 


< 1 • 

- _,  , , ; 

:,‘g  if  s 

. ^v.  ii: 

'V-  If  l ■'.'  'fi>,:l  C5 

W ~m’ 

•'.■ 

' ' -.  I’"f4,(l  V ,,_l 

i' 

-■  rt 

' 1 ’ 1 ii 

■^B-  IT’ 

■ » 

^ /"  ' ' * ‘ '■  ’ ’ ' ' 'J 

- 1 fii'i  VtVji  / Ii, 1 '»('l , 1 ' • 

'■1 V > #', '. 

m 

iX  ^ 

' ■'•  ’•  *'*  fJ  • /i)  .1*  , .ti  J-i  A . 

■ ■ ’.  . • u,it 


"4.t  Jitf»/*r.« 


',.  -‘rijij.  ‘jjs 

: ,’4  , V:»»  .'^ , •^7? 


i'll-.-.*  --..ii  If-rkiti  ■'* 


lOI 


PREPARATION'S  FOR  ( ' A I’  l r RI NT.  QrEKXS'rON  HKir.H'rS, 


Miborclinate  eagerness  to  preci[)itate  a fight-  and  willing-  ] 
ness  to  get  out  of  it  as  cjaic  kly  and  safely  as  possible.  At  ^ 

Fort  Niagara  there  vvfce  some  joo  light  artillery  and  : 

about  r,ooo  regular  infaintry.  * 

The  little  army  gathered  at  Lewiston  reflected  the  anx-  | 
iety  that  was  felt  all  oxer  the  country  for  a successful  ag- 
gressive movement,  tlait  should  wijie  out  the  disgrace  of 
Hull’s  surrenderat  Delioit.  The  militia  so  hungered  and 
thirsted  for  battle  that  they  were  willing  to  mutiny,  or 
even  desert  unanimousCy,  if  they  could  not  be  led  against 
the  enemy.  Something  must  be  done. 

It  was  determined  to  begin  the  invasion  of  Canada  by 
occupying  the  enemy's  [)osition  on  (^ueenston  Heights. 
Two  companies  of  the  49th  Rritish  infantry, under  Captains 
Dennis  and  Williams  defended  the  [lost.  assisted  by  a con- 
siderable number  of  nmlitia.  Within  supporting  distance,  j 
at  Fort  George,  were  about  a thousand  infantry.  At  se\  - ! 

eral  ])oints  along  the  river  were  batteries,  manned  by  small 
detachments.  One  of  these,  consisting  of  a single  twenty- 
four-pounder,  planted  on  Vrooman’s  Point,  a mile  below  | 
Queenston,  commanded  that  village  and  Lewiston,  and 
the  river  between  them.  General  P»rock  was  at  Fort 
George,  as  was  also  General  Roger  Sheaffe,  the  latter  in 
immediate  command  of  the  garrison. 

I 

On  the  loth  of  October  General  Van  Rensselaer  made  ! 
arrangements  for  attacking  t^^'^^^ston  Heights  the  next 
morning  before  daylight.  Thirteen  boats  were  brought  ^ 
down  on  wagons  from  Gill  creek,  anti  launched  at  Lewis- 
ton. Lieutenant-Colonel  Fenwick  was  ordered  to  bring  | 
up  the  flying  artillery  from  Fort  Niagara,  and  General  ' 
Smyth  to  send  down  part  of  his  brigade  of  regulars,  sta- 
tioned at  Buffalo.  During  the  night  of  the  loth  I.ieuten-  j 
ant-Colonel  Chrystie  arrived  by  the  lake  at  the  mouth  of  1 
Four-mile  creek,  with  350  troops  of  the  13th  infantry,  in 
thirty  boats.  He  proceeded  as  fast  as  possible  to  Lewis- 
ton, and  finding  an  expedition  on  foot  asked  permission 
to  join  it  ; but  all  the  arrangements  were  completed,  and 
it  w.as  thought  impracticable  to  change  them  in  his  favor. 

.\t  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  nth  the  troops 
turned  out,  in  a cold  rain  storm,  and  assembled  at  the 
landing.  One  Lieutenant  Sims,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  conduct  the  crossing,  embarked  in  advance,  and  rowed 
off  into  the  darkness,  carrying  with  him  the  oars  of  the 
other  boats,  as  was  found  when  the  party  would  fain  have  ’ 

followed  him.  It  was  at  first  thought  that  this  leading  1 

navigator  had  made  a mistake,  and  it  was  nearly  davlight  | 

before  the  force  destined  for  the  attack  gave  up  waiting 
for  his  return,  and  retired  drenched  and  disgusted,  con- 
< biding  that  they  had  been  made  the  victims  of  treach- 
ery. 

The  storm  continued  for  twenty-four  hours.  When  it 
was  over  ])re[)arations  for  the  attack  on  (hueetiston  were 
cautiously  renewed.  The  time  decided  upon  was  the  j 

morning  of  the  t 3th.  .\s  before,  the  command  of  the  en-  | 

t(  rprise  was  gi\en  to  Colonel  .Solomon  \'an  Rensselaer. 
Lieutenant-( 'olonel  Chrystie  protested  against  tiiis  ar- 
r.ingement,  claiming  for  himself  the  hrmor  of  command  ; 
but  finally  consented  to  take  orders  from  Colonel  \’an  ! 
Rensselaer,  and  in  tlie  ewning  of  the  12th  led  300  men 


from  I'ort  Niagara  to  Lewiston.  Among  his  subordinates 
were  (fajitains  Wool  afterw.ml  \Lijor-General),  .Malcolm. 
Lawrence  and  .\rmstrong. 

On  the  I 2th  three  regiments  of  regulars  which  had  ar- 
rived at  Niagara  Falls  were  also  summoned  to  T.cwiston. 
.Another  regiment,  comnianded  by  Lieutenant-C'ulonel 
afterward  Major-General  Winfield  Scott,  lay  at  .Sehbjsser. 
Scott  heard  of  the  intended  movement  in  the  evening  of 
the  1 2th,  and  galloping  down  to  headquarters  obtained 
permission  to  post  his  regiment  and  cannon  on  the  moun- 
tain above  Lewiston,  and  take  part  in  the  action  if  needed; 
by  four  in  the  morning  he  had  taken  the  position  indi- 
cated. One  of  General  Van  Rensselaer’s  subordinates, 
named  I.ovett,  had  charge  of  an  eighteen-pounder  ]>lanted 
in  the  same  commanding  situation,  with  which  to  protect 
the  troo[)s  in  crossing  and  landing. 

At  three  o’clock,  as  on  the  previous  occasion,  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  the  landing  place,  and,  as  then,  with  a 
cold  rain  pouring  upon  them,  which,  however,  shortly 
ceased.  Two  boilies,  of  300  each,  were  to  cross  first, 
commanded  respectively  by  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Chrystie.  Detachments  under  I.ieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Fenwick  and  Major  Mullaney  were  to  fol- 
low as  called  for.  The  first  movement  on  reaching  the 
Canada  shore  was  to  be  made  against  the  Heights,  while 
the  supporting  forces  arriving  later  were  to  occupv  the 
village  of  Queenston. 

Not  more  than  half  the  force  considered  necessarv  for 
the  first  operation  could  be  transported  at  once  in  the 
thirteen  boats  which  had  been  provided.  The  first  to 
embark  were  Captains  Wool,  Malcom  and  .Armstrong’s 
companies  of  regulars;  forty  artillerymen  from  Fort  Ni- 
agara. commanded  by  Lieutenants  Rathbone  and  Ganse- 
voort;  and  sixty  militiamen.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chrvs- 
tie  commanded  one  of  the  boats.  Colonel  A'an  Rensse- 
laer took  his  place  with  the  artillerymen,  and  the  flotilla 
put  off. 


CHAPTER  XX. 
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OVF.RTOVVK.KK.D,  UNSft’PORTF.I)  AND  TAKFN  I'RI-ONKRS. 


jir-k  FIE  boats  commanded  bv  Chrvstie  and  C.i|U.;in 
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l.awrence  were  carried  down  stream  so  far 


as  to  be  obliged  to  return  to  the  New  Vork 


it  j 

shore,  Chrystie  having  been  slightly  wcuind- 

~ ed  by  a grai'e  shot  from  \'rooman's  Point. 

.A  third  was  still  more  unfortunate,  striking  tiie 
Canadian  bank  just  below  (ilucenston  and  beiiiT 
captured  b.y  the  enemv.  'Fhe  other  ten  made  tluir  in- 
tended landing  in  a few  minutes  ne.ir  !Ln.ne,.!u  R.  ’ 
The  boats  immediately  returnetl  for  amalier  io..  1. 

The  landing  was  attended  with  slight  opposition  .ind 
loss.  The  enemv  had  gathered  at  the  w ater’--  edee.  ,ind  .o 
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the  bn.its  tlrcw  near  fired;  a volley,  by  which  Lieutenant 
Katliixtne  was  nujrtally  wounded.  'I’he  fire  was  returned  ! 
by  the  eighteen-jiounder  on  the  liei^hts  aliove  Lewi-^ton  ; j 
and  the  regulars,  under  (Cajitain  Wool,  on  landing  c iuirged  j 
and  dros  e the  Hritisli  up)  the  hill  to\vard  (,)ueen>lon.  ( >n  1 
nearing  the  village  WoiJ!  halted.  .Vt  tlieir  ba>e  he  ^^as  | 

recei\  ed  witit  a sev  ere  fire  t'roni  twf>  c ompanies  ol  the  j 
enemy  posted  above,  while  the  [>arty  whic  1\  lie  had  lieen  ! 
pursuing  fell  upon  his  right.  Turning  upon  the  Litter  he  j 
forced  them  back  upom  (.^t’vtenston,  supported  bv  Rens- 
selaer, who  had  come  :iiip  with  the  militia  first  landed, 
and  e.xjiosed  to  a dead.h  cross  fire  from  the  heights.  The 
encounter  was  severe,  seven  of  the  ten  otficers  of  the  i ath 

I 

being  killed  or  wounded!,  and  a nunilier  of  the  attacking  ! 
party  made  jirisoners.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  dis-  | 
allied  by  several  severe  wounds. 

'I'he  invading  force  at  this  stage  of  the  fight  retired  to 
the  river  side,  under  the  shelter  of  the  bluff,  where  thev 
re-formed  and  received  reinforcciiieiits.  Colonel  Van 
Rensselaer  before  being  carried  back  to  his  camp  ordered 
Captain  W'ool,  who  was  the  senior  of  the  effective  officers 
on  the  ground  and  himself  painfully  wounded,  to  storm 
the  heights.  The  order  was  boldly  and  v igorously  exe- 
cuted. Wool’s  command,  returning  to  the  attack,  climbed 
the  heights — in'some  places  only  by  the  aid  of  the  bushes 
growing  on  them — captured  a three-gun  battery  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  summit. 

In  the  meantime  Cleneral  Hrock,  warned  by  the  roar  of 
artillery,  had  ridden  up  from  Fort  George,  accoin[ianied 
by  Colonel  McDonnell  and  Major  Glegg.  He  reached 
the  battery  on  the  heights  just  as  its  defenders  were  com- 


to  Queenston  he  sent  orders  to  General  Sheaffe  to  ojien  j 
a bombardment  of  Fort  Niagara  and  come  up  with  rein-  i 
forcements.  He  himself  then  rallied  the  entire  British  j 

force  at  command,  and  set  himself  to  recapture  the  heights  | 

by  an  attack  on  the  left  of  Wool’s  line.  The  United  i 
States  trooiis  were  at  first  driven  toward  the  river,  but 
when  torced  to  the  very  verge  of  the  [ireciiiice  they  re- 
IHilsed  the  assault  by  a desjierate  rallv,  and  turning  on  ' 
the  enemy  drove  them  once  more  from  the  heights. 

Brock  rallied  his  retreating  troous,  and,  strengthened 
by  reinforcements  which  began  to  arrive  freun  down  the  ! 

river,  formed  for  a renewal  of  the  attack.  V hen  just  be-  ! 

ginning  the  ascent  he  was  struck  from  his  horse  by  a btil-  ; 
let  in  the  breast,  and  died  in  a few  mlmites.  tlis  follow-  j 
ers  made  .a  brave  tittack  on  the  Heights,  but  were  met  bv  ; 

an  eipially  brave  ilefeiise,  and  at  length  repulse).!  with  the  j 

lo>s  ot  (foloncl  McDonnell  and  Ca[itains  Dennis  and  Wil-  i 
li.ims  wounded,  the  first  mortallv.  '1  he  defeat  of  the 
British  was  at  this  tune — early  in  the  lorenoon — complete.  , 

I hey  abandoned  (Jueenston  .and  retirevi  to  X'rooin.m’s 
i’oint,  leaving  Wool  and  his  ego  heroes  m.mtvrs  of  the  sit- 
uation. I le  sent  out  Stouts  ;md  strov  e to  bring  the  cap- 
tured I annon  to  bear  on  the  tlistaiu  foe. 

Kcinlorcements  were  on  the  w .gv  for  both  belligerents. 

.\M  the  morning  troi<ps  had  been  slowly  arrlvina  from  the  i 
New  York  shore  under  the  fire  of  the  \’room.m’s  I'oint  ] 
battery,  and  part  of  them  took  posiiion  on  the  heights. 


Generals  Van  Rensselaer  and  Wadsworth,  I.ieuten.uu- 
Colonel  Scott  and  other  officers  arrived  during  the  fore- 
noon. S(  ott,  as  the  senior  regular  officer,  was  allowed  to 
assume  the  command.  His  force  amounted  to  aliout 
6oo,  rather  more  than  one  half  regulars. 

The  first  British  reinforcements  to  arrive  were  500 
Mohawks  tinder  John  Brant,  who  early  in  the  afternoon 
emerged  from  the  forest  and  rushed  upon  the  .Vmerii  .ms 
with  apalling  yells,  so  frightening  them  that  it  reiiuircd 
Scott’s  best  efforts  to  make  them  stand  their  ground. 
The  savages  were  beaten  off,  and  driven  into  the  woorLs 
and  finally  off  the  heights. 

General  Sheafl'e  with  at  least  800  regulars,  militia  and 
Indians,  next  hove  In  sight  on  the  river  bank  below 
Queenston,  and  gathering  in  his  march  all  classes  of  the 
defeated  British  force,  approached  the  heights  from  the 
west  by  a long  detour  through  St.  Davids,  and  confronteil 
Scott’s  weary  little  army  with  a thousand  mostly  fresh 
men. 

The  slowness  of  Sheaffe’s  approach  gave  amjile  time 
for  bringing  over  the  remainder  of  the  New  York  militia 
and  securing  the  victory  so  bravely  earned.  Van  Rens- 
selaer crossed  the  river  and  ordered  them  forward.  I'o 
his  unspeakable  disgust,  they  refused  to  cross.  The  sight 
of  the  wounded,  and  what  other  evidence  they  could  get 
of  the  severity  of  the  conflict,  had  scared  the  manhood 
out  of  them,  and  inspired  the  brilliant  discovery  that  they 
were  not  legally  bound  to  serve  out  of  the  State  “Nei 
ther  entreaty  nor  threats,”  wrote  General  Armstrong, 
“ neither  arguments  nor  ridicule,  availed  anything.  They 
had  seen  enough  of  war  to  satisfy  them  that  it  was  not 
part  of  their  special  calling;  and  at  last,  not  disdaining 
to  employ  the  mask  invented  by  faction  to  cover  cow- 
ardice or  treason,  fifteen  hundred  able-bodied  men,  well 
armed  and  ecpiipped,  who  a week  before  boasted  largelv 
of  patriotism  and  prowess,  were  now  found  ojienly  plead- 
ing constitutional  scruples  in  justification  of  disobediem  e 
to  the  lawful  authority  of  their  chief.”  “They  jileaded 
their  exeinjition  as  militia,”  says  Lossing,”  under  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  from  being  taken  out  of  their  own 
State  1 and  under  that  miserable  sliield  they  hoped  to  find 
shelter  from  the  storm  of  indignation  which  their  towaul- 
ice  was  sure  to  evoke.  I.ike  poltroons  as  thev  were,  thev 
stood  on  the  shore  at  Lewiston  while  their  brave  com- 
panions in  arms  on  Queenston  Heights  were  mcnaceii 
with  inevitble  destruction  or  captivitv.  All  that  Rens- 
selaer could  do  was  to  senil  over  some  munitions  of  war. 
with  a letter  to  Genera!  Wadsworth  ordering  him  lo  retreat 
if  in  his  judgment  the  salvation  of  the  troojis  dei'cnded 
upon  such  movement,  and  iiromismg  him  a supnlv  t'f 
boats  for  the  purpose.  But  this  jiromise  he  could  not 
fullill.  The  boatmen  on  the  shore  '-vere  as  cowardiv  U' 
live  militia  on  the  plain  above.  Many  of  them  had  I’ed 
panic-strii  ken  and  tl'.e  boats  were  (bApersed.” 

.\bout  four  o'cloi  k the  Briiisii  made  the  final  ati.’.i  k in 
overwhelming  luimliers,  and  the  in\ aiiers,  at  ter  a br.i'e 
though  brief  stan<i,  lied  toward  the  landing  or  up  the 
riv  er.  Those  who  took  the  latter  course  were  -oon  ( .;ii- 
lured  by  the  Imli.uis.  except  a iiumber  who  weie  driven 
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over  the  precipice,  a very  few  of  whom  managed  to  let 
themselves  down  by  hushes.  .\I1  who  escaj)ed  from  the 
struggle  on  the  heights  were  soon  gathered  on  the  river's 
brink.  There  no  boats  awaited  them,  and  there  was  no 
alternative  but  surrender.  Even  this  was  difficult,  for 
the  Indians  repeatedly  shot  down  the  bearers  of  Hags  of  i 
truce.  Scott  himself  at  length,  narrowly  esca|)ing  slaugh-  j 
ter  by  young  Hrant  and  another  .Mohawk,  managed  to 
reach  the  British  headquarters  and  surrendered  all  of  the 
invaders  on  the  Canadian  shore  as  prisoners  of  war.  He 
was  astonished  at  their  numl)er.  They  were  found  to  in- 
clude two  hundred  militia  who  early  in  the  day  had  been  | 
driven  on  shore  below  by  the  current  and  captured;  and 
the  total  number  of  the  prisoners  was  swelled  to  between 
eight  and  nine  hundred  by  a crowd  of  militia  who  had  | 
either  never  left  the  margin  of  the  river  after  landing  or  j 
had  returned  to  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  remained  all 
day  hidden  along  the  foot  of  the  i>recipice. 

The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  British  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed is  believed  to  have  been  130;  on  the  other  90  killed 
and  100  w'ounded.  Although  the  capitulation  had  been 
arranged  by  Scott,  the  formal  surrender  was  made  by 
Cieneral  Wadsworth  in  the  evening  at  Xewark,  whither 
the  prisoners  were  marched  immediately  after  the  battle. 
Young  Brant  and  the  ottier  savage  who  had  tried  to  mur- 
der Scott  while  bearing  a flag  of  truce  renewed  the  at- 
tempt at  Xewark,  and  would  probably  have  succeeded 
but  for  the  opportune  interposition  of  a British  officer. 

The  bodies  of  Brock  and  Colonel  McDonnell  were 
buried  on  the  i6th  in  a bastion  of  Fort  George.  Minute 
guns  were  fired  during  the  funeral  service  not  only  there 
but  also  at  Fort  Xiagara  and  Lewiston;  the  latter  rather 
sentimental  performance  is  said  to  have  been  directed  by 
General  Van  Rensselaer,  at  Scott’s  suggestion.  The 
House  of  Commons  ordered  a monument  to  Brock  erected 
in  St.  Paul’s  cathedral,  London;  and  voted  his  four  broth- 
ers twelve  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Upi>er  Canada  and 
pensions  of  $1,000  each.  The  Canadian  government  had 
a medal  struck  in  his  honor  in  iSt6,  and  an  imposing 
monument  built  on  (hueenston  Heights,  which  was  finished 
and  the  boilies  of  Brock  and  McDonnell  deposited  in  it 
October  13th,  1824.  'I'his  was  ruined  by  an  e\i)losion  of 
powder  maliciously  fired  in  it  in  the  spring  of  1840.  The 
corner  stone  of  the  present  structure  was  laid  near  the  j 
former  one  Octoboc  13th,  1853,  and  the  remains  removed 
to  it. 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  lay  at  the  point  of  death  at 
Lewiston  for  two  cm  three  days.  Five  days  after  the  bat- 
tle he  was  carried  on  a litter  to  Fort  Schlosser,  and  thence 
)>roceedcd  by  way  of  Bulfahj  to  his  home  at  .Albany. 

We  have  mentioned  that  a bombardment  of  Fort  Xiag- 
ara was  directed  in  the  orders  whi<  h General  Brock  sent 
down  to  Fort  George  just  beb.ire  his  fall  at  (.jueenston. 
i'he  order  was  energetii  ally  executed,  and  Captain 
Leonard,  the  commander  of  I'ort  Xiagara,  responded  bv 
< annonading  Xewark  with  l\ot  shot  uhi(  h burned  several 
buildings.  The  British  had  so  much  the  best  of  the  fir- 
ing that  Leonard,  a.'‘ter  bursting  one  of  his  largest  guns, 
decided  to  abandon  the  f(m.  After  the  garrison  had 


withdrawn  it  returned  on  seeing  the  enemy  embarking  to 
take  |)()ssession  of  the  deserted  fortress;  and  tlie  latter 
gave  up  the  movement  upon  the  fort  being  re-occupied 
by  the  garrison. 

The  militia  ca[)tured  at  (^ueenslon  Heights  were  im- 
mediately discharged  on  parole  and  the  regulars  held  bm 
exchange.  This  was  soon  effected;  and  Scott  arrrived  at 
Fort  Xiagara  early  In  1813,  prepared  for  fresh  acheive- 
ments. 


CHAPTER  XXL 


C.APTURF.  AND  R F.C A PT U RF.  OF  FORT  GF.ORGF FAU.  (JF 

FORT  NIAGARA RAVAGFS  OF  FIRF  AND  SWORD. 


FiX'  days  after  the  battle  of  Queenston  Heights 
1^/ Gdil  f ‘ General  A'an  Rensselaer  resigned  in  favor  of 

:•//  i Hi  ^ a 


General  Smyth.  The  latter  issued  a couple 
of  ludicrous  proclamations  summoning  the 
militia  of  western  X'ew  York  to  a new  attemjn  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada,  which  was  to  be  conduct- 
ed on  correct  principles  and  sure  to  succeed.  He 
assembled  4,500  men  at  Black  Rock,  but  he  never  led 
them  across  the  river,  and  the  most  warlike  adventure  in 
which  he  took  part  was  a bloodless  duel  with  General 
Porter,  who  had  taunted  him  with  his  cowardice.  Smvth’s 
incompetence,  at  least,  was  plain,  and  he  was  soon  de- 
posed. 

After  the  capture  of  York,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1813. 
the  lleet  of  Commodore  Chauncey,  which  had  co-operated 
in  that  enterprise,  sailed  across  the  lake  laden  with  troo]>s 
and  arms  destined  for  an  attack  on  Fort  George.  General 
Dearborn,  who  had  taken  command  on  the  frontier,  ac- 
companied Commodore  Chauncey  and  other  ofificers  in  a 
schooner  which  sailed  in  advance  of  the  fleet.  The 
troops  were  landed  and  encamped  near  the  mouth  of 
Four-mile  creek,  and  the  fleet  returned  to  Sackett’s  Har- 
bor and  brought  over  another  installment  of  troops  and 
war  material.  Dearborn  had  4.000  or  more  effective  men 
bv  the  27th  of  May,  the  date  selected  for  the  attack  on 
F'ort  George. 

A large  number  of  boats  had  been  built  at  the  Five- 
mile  meadows.  When  they  were  launched  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  26th,  preparatory  to  taking  them  round  to 
the  cami>,  they  were  fired  upon  by  a small  battery  .u  ro'< 
the  river.  A battery  at  Youngstown  thereupon  opened  .t 
destructive  fire  upon  Fort  George,  and  a general  t annon- 
ade  followevl.  Dttring  the  night  the  boats  were  taken  to 
the  cam)).  The  heavy  guns  and  part  of  the  troojis  were 
embarked  on  the  vessels  of  the  lleet,  .ind  th.e  rem.iiniler 
of  the  force  look  to  the  boats.  The  armada  --et  ofr’-’'  t:- 
1\  after  four  in  the  morning,  the  tlarknes^  of  thi-  n _ 
being  increased  bv  a fog.  Part  of  the  tinned  vc'^eN;  ■ 
position  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  command  a b.ttterv 
near  the  lighthouse,  and  otliers  before  a similar  b.ttterv 
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half  a mile  further  west,  near  which  it  was  intended  to 
land  the  troops.  At  daylii^l’.t  a cannonade  was  begun 
between  the  hostile  fortifications. 

'I'he  fire  from  the  shijiping  in  a few  minutes  drove  out 
tile  little  Ion  e nranning  the  enemy's  western  b.ittery,  and 
the  l.imling  was  effe<  ted  without  >enou>  opposition.  f)n 
,is<  ending  from  the  beat  h,  howev  er,  the  british  were  en- 
> ounien.'d  more  than  one  tluiusand  strong,  and  the  ad- 
v.imeof  the  invaders  was  momentarily  checked,  .\tter 
a sharp  contlict  of  a few  minutes  tiuration,  iluring,  which 
a very  effective  fire  was  kept  uii  from  the  men-ot-war, 
the  enetnv  were  routed  by  their  assailants,  who  pursued 
them  through  Newark  and  entered  Fort  Oeorge,  which 
had  been  deserted  by  its  garrison  after  being  very  much 
damaged  by  the  cannonade.  The  three  maga/ines  ot  the 
fort  had  been  fired,  and  one  of  them,  exploding  as  the 
vi<  tors  approached,  hurled  a stick  of  timber  which  struck 
Colonel  Scott  from  his  horse,  not,  however,  disabling  him 
The  trains  laid  to  the  others  were  extinguished. 

.Scott  renewed  the  pursuit  ; but  after  following  the 
routed  enemy  for  five  miles,  when  just  on  the  point  of  j 
overtaking  them — as  though  it  were  too  much  that  on 
this  border  a victory'  should  be  achieved  unmarred  by  a ! 
display  of  official  idiocy — he  was  recalled  by  superior  | 
authority.  By  noon  all  the  British  positions  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Niagara  had  been  taken,  with  a loss  to  the  victors 
of  40  killed  and  100  wounded  ; and  to  the  vamiuished  of 
51  regulars  killed,  305  wounded,  captured  and  missing, 
and  507  militia  taken  prisoners. 

The  English  General  AAncent.  who  was  in  command  on 
this  frontier,  ordered  the  abandonment  of  all  the  British 
posts  on  the  river,  and  some  of  them  were  destroyed. 
Commodore  Chauncey’s  fleet  returned  to  Sackett’s  Har-  ; 
bor. 

A very  successful  affair  on  a small  scale  was  the  raid  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Clark  upon  Schlosser  on  the  night  of  ' 
the  4th  of  July.  Crossing  from  Chijipewa  with  a party  of  ' 
Canadians  and  Indians  he  captured  the  guard,  a quantity 
of  provisions,  arms  and  ammunition  and  a brass  held  ^ 
picc:e,  and  retired  unmolested.  i 

General  Wilkinson  succeeded  Dearborn  as  commander- 
in-chief  in  the  summer  of  1S13,  and  in  the  autumn  of  that  i 

year  operated  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  leaving  General  Me-  1 

Clure,  of  the  New  York  militia,  to  hold  Fort  George. 

Early  in  November  that  post,  garrisonevl  by  only  about  ■ 

sixty  men,  was  threatened  by  the  apjmoach  of  a consider-  ' 
able  British  force  from  the  west.  McClure  concluded  it 
must  be  abandoned,  and  left  it  for  Fort  Niagara  on  the 
loth  of  December,  the  enemy  being  then  close  at  hand. 
The  last  minutes  he  thought  he  couKl  allow  himself  on 
the  Canad.i  shore  he  spent  in  burning  the  village  of  New- 
ark, whose  population  of  non-combatants  was  turned  out 
into  a deei)  snow,  in  intensely  cold  weather.  While  Mc- 
Clure claimed  in  this  act  to  have  aimeil  only  at  destrov- 
ing  wli.it  might  prove  a shelter  for  the  eneinv,  he  lelt  tlie 
fort  intact  for  tlieir  reception,  ,tnd  tents  enough  to  shelter 
fifteen  hundred  men. 

The  British  authorities  resolved  to  retaliate  severelv 
for  the  w.inton  destruction  of  .Newark  when  thev  had  the 


opportunity,  and  they  very  soon  made  the  opportu- 
nity. In  the  night  of  December  i8th  a thousand 
British  and  Indians  crossed  the  river  three  miles  above 
Fort  Niagara.  Colonel  Murray,  with  550  regulars,  turned 
towaid  the  fort,  prepared  to  storm  it.  The  pickets  were 
captured  without  giving  an  alarm,  and  the  enemv 
reaching  the  fort  about  three  o'clock  in  the  mornir._ 
actually  found  the  main  gate  standing  open  and  undefend- 
ed, and  the  fortress  at  their  mercy.  For  a few  minutes 
the  “ southeastern  block-house”  and  the  “ red  barracks  " 
withstood  the  entrance  of  the  foe  so  stoutly  that  several 
were  killed  or  wounded,  among  the  latter  Colonel  .Mur- 
ray. Most  of  the  450  occupants  of  the  fort  only  aw.ik- 
to  find  themselves  jirisoners.  The  slight  resistance  w,.- 
made  the  pretext  for  an  onslaught  in  which  80  of  ihe 
helpless  garrison,  including  many  hospital  patients,  were 
butchered  after  surrendering.  Fourteen  were  wounded. 
344  taken  and  20  escaped;  27  cannon,  3,000  stand  of  .sinal; 
arms,  and  great  quantities  of  ammunition,  provisions  and 
camp  equipage  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  Thev 
held  the  fort  until  the  treaty  of  peace  restored  it. 

To  the  usual  criminal  blundering  of  officials  on  tins 
border,  treachery  seems  in  this  case  to  have  been  added, 
to  assure  the  enemy’s  success.  McClure,  though  antici- 
pating an  attack,  had  gone  to  Buffalo,  and  satisfied  him- 
self with  a proclamation  announcing  the  danger  of  For: 
Niagara  and  summoning  the  people  to  its  defense.  Be- 
fore this  was  twenty-four  hours  old  the  fort  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Leonard,  who  had  been 
left  in  command,  spent  the  night  of  the  assault  with  his 
family,  two  or  three  miles  distant,  leaving  without  inform- 
ing any  one. 

The  portion  of  the  British  force  which  did  not  accom- 
pany Murray  to  the  fort,  including  the  Indians,  pillaged 
and  destroyed  the  six  or  eight  houses  then  constitutir., 
Youngstown.  They  then  marched  upon  I.ewiston,  where 
they  plundered,  burned  and  butchered  to  their  hearts' 
content.  Mr.  Tossing  understood  that  500  Indians  under 
General  Riall  crossed  from  Queenston  to  Lewiston  on 
hearing  a cannon  fired  at  Fort  Niagara  announcing  its 
capture.  He  (luotes  the  following  " extract  of  a letter 
from  ‘an  officer  of  high  rank,’  [whom  he  conjectures  to 
have  been  General  Drummond]  at  (lueenston,"  written 
while  the  devastation  was  going  on  : 

“ A war-whoop  from  five  hundred  of  the  most  savage 
Indians  which  they  gave  just  at  daylight,  on  hearing  ■ : 
the  success  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Niagara  made  the  er.e- 
my  [at  Lewiston]  take  to  their  heels,  and  our  troops  ate 
in  pursuit.  We  shall  not  stop  until  we  have  cleared  tlie 
whole  frontier.  The  Indians  are  retaliating  the  conrla_ra- 
tion  of  Newark.  Not  a house  within  my  sight  but  is  n: 
flames.  This  is  a melancholv' but  just  retaliation.” 

The  flying  inhabitants  of  Lewiston  were  ]iursued  sev- 
eral miles  eastward  on  the  Ridge  road,  and  the  'l'uscar<T  i 
vill.tge  was  ilestroyed.  The  savages  then  pusiicd  <•". 
the  river,  stoutly  withstood  by  M,ijor  Mallory  and  :■  r' ■ 
volunteers  from  Scldosser.  .'.long  the  whole  lcn.,th  ot  ti'.- 
river  the  destrui  tiun  and  desolation  were  complete,  li'e 
inhabitants  thinking  themselv  es  hajipy  if  thev  i ould  ; ' 
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c.i[>c  inlainl,  forsakin^^  all  they  possessed.  Newark  was 
l)itterly  avenged.  On  the  24th  and  25th  a party  of  sixty 
or  eighty  regulars  traversed  the  lake  shore  from  tort  Ni- 
agara to  Van  Horn’s  mill,  near  the  mouth  of  Eighteen- 
mile  creek,  and  back,  burning  the  mill  and  nearly  all  the 
buildings  between  it  and  the  fort  and  taking  some  pris- 
oners. 

“It  is  impossible  now,’’  says  Turner,  “to  give  the 
reader  such  an  account  of  the  condition  of  things  in  wes- 
tern New  York  during  that  ill-fated  winter  as  will  enable 
him  to  realize  the  alarm,  the  panic,  the  aggregate  calami- 
ties that  prevailed.  On  the  immediate  frontier  all  wa^ 
desolate  ; the  enemy  holding  possession  of  Fort  Niagara^ 
detached  marauding  parties  of  British  and  Indians  came 
out  from  it,  traversed  the  frontier  where  there  was  noth- 
ing left  to  destroy,  and  made  incursions  in  some  instan- 
ces in  the  interior,  enlarging  the  theatre  of  devastation 
and  spreading  alarm  among  those  who  had  been  bold 
enough  to  remain  in  the  flight.  West  of  a north  and  south 
line  that  would  pass  through  the  village  of  Le  Roy,  more 
than  one-half  of  the  entire  population  had  been  driven 
from  their  homes  by  the  enemy,  or  had  left  them  in  feaj- 
of  extended  invasion.  Entire  backwoods  neighborhoods 
were  deserted,  hundreds  of  log  cabins  were  desolate,  and 
the  signs  and  sounds  of  life  were  mostly  the  deserted  cat- 
tle and  sheep,  lowing  and  bleating,  famishing  for  the 
lack  of  fodder  there  were  none  left  to  deal  out  to  them.’’ 

A committee  of  safety  and  relief  appointed  at  Canan- 
daigua to  minister  to  the  homeless  sufferers  issued  on  the 
Stfr" of. January,  1814,  an  appeal  in  their  behalf  of  which 
the  following  is  a part  ; 

“ Niagara  county  and  that  part  of  Genesee  which  lies 
west  of  Batavia  are  completely  depopulated.  All  the  set- 
tlements in  a section  of  country  forty  miles  square,  and 
which  contained  more  than  12,000  souls,  are  effectuailv 
broken  up.  These  facts  you  are  undoubtedly  acquainted 
with  ; but  the  distresses  they  have  produced  none  but  an 
eye  witness  can  thoroughly  appreciate.  Our  roads  are 
filled  '.vith  people,  many  of  whom  have  been  reduced 
from  a state  of  competency  and  good  prospects  to  the 
last  degree  of  want  and  sorrow.  So  sudden  was  the 
blow  by  which  they  had  been  crushed  that  no  provisions 
could  be  made  either  to  elude  or  to  meet  it.  The  fugi- 
tives from  Niagara  county,  especially,  were  dis])ersed 
under  circumstances  of  so  much  terror  that  in  some  cases 
mothers  find  themselves  wandering  with  strange  children, 
.ind  children  are  seen  accomp.anied  by  such  as  have  no 
other  sympathies  with  them  than  those  of  common  suf- 


three  this  morning.  I met  between  Cayuga  and  this 
place  upward  of  one  hundred  families  in  wagons,  sleils 
and  sleighs,  many  of  them  with  nothing  but  what  tiiey 
had  on  their  backs  ; nor  could  they  find  places  to  stay 
at.’’  Mr.  Lossing,  who  ([uotes  this  letter,  remarks  : 
“Fearful  was  the  retaliation  for  the  destruction  of  hall- 
inhabited  Newark,  where  not  a life  was  sacrificed  1 .Six 
villages,  many  isolated  country  houses  and  four  vessels 
were  consumed,  and  the  butchery  of  innocent  persons  at 
Fort  Niagara,  Lewiston,  Schlosser,  Tuscarora  A'illage. 
Black  Rock  and  Buffalo,  and  in  farm  houses,  attested  the 
fierceness  of  the  enemy’s  revenge.” 

In  the  camftaign  of  1814  the  United  States  forces  were 
commanded  by  officers  of  some  sense  and  ability,  and  di.->- 
tinguished  themselves  by  their  courage  in  several  engage- 
ments on  the  Canadian  border,  of  no  great  {lerinanent 
results,  and  which  have  no  direct  connection  with  the 
history  of  Niagara  county. 

This  region,  so  afflicted  by  the  hardships  of  war,  was 
visited  with  unauspicious  circumstances  after  the  close  of 
hostilities,  which  prevented  its  immediate  recoverv  and 
restoration.  The  harvest  of  1814,  though  it  saved  from 
starvation  the  pioneer  families  who  had  ventured  back  to 
their  homes  and  clearings,  was  of  course  small  ; and  in 
1816  a series  of  frosts  continuing  far  into  the  summer  so 
nearly  ruined  the  crops  as  to  seriously  threaten  the  coun- 
try with  famine.  Before  the  belated  harvest  of  autumn, 
wheat  had  risen  to  two  or  three  dollars  a bushel,  and  even 
corn  brought  the  former  figure.  Some  families  were  com- 
pelled, while  the  small  grains  were  still  green,  to  gather 
the  milky  kernels  and  eat  them,  boiled,  as  a staple  article 
of  food.  Roots  and  herbs  never  commonly  eaten  came 
into  consumption  for  the  time  being. 

In  the  fruitful  seasons  that  followed  the  great  ob- 
stacle to  the  prosperity  of  the  county,  which  neutral- 
ized the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  frustrated  the  farmer's 
labor,  was  the  want  of  means  of  access  to  markets  where 
surplus  produce  might  be  sold.  This  paralyzing  inrluence 
was  destined  ere  many  years  to  be  overcome  by  the  noble 
water  way  whose  construction  forms  the  subject  of  a fol- 
lowing chapter. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


SUCCFSSIVK  r.OVNDARIKS  OF  M.AG.\R.\  COL'NTV  AND  ITS 


feting.” 

But  two  days  before  this  address  was  issued  a gentle- 
m.m  wrote  from  Le  Ro\’  as  follows  : 

" Numerous  witnesses  testify  to  the  following  facts  : 
The  Indians  mangled  and  burncHl  Mrs.  Lovejov  in  Buf- 
l.do,  massacred  two  l.irge  families  at  Black  Rock,  namelv 
Mr.  I.uffer'sand  Mr.  Lecort’s  ; murdered  .Mr.  Gardner; 
I'Ut  all  the  sick  to  death  at  Wrung^town  and  killed,  scalp- 
ed ami  mangled  sixty  at  fort  Niagara  after  it  was  given 
up.  .Many  dead  b(.Hii(.'s  are  yet  lying  unburied  at  Buffalo, 
in.mgled  and  scalped.  Colonel  Mar\in  counted  tldrtv- 


Sl  l'.DIVISIONS (U  FICF.RS  AND  RF. I’RESF.NT A T1 V F.5. 


L'l'\\  LEN  17S2  and  178.;  all  but  the  eastern 

•jv-,  irortion  of  New  York  was  called  Tryon  coun- 

ty,  having  previously  been  a part  of  .Mb.'.nv^ 

J In  the  latter  vear  the  s.une  ferruorv  to-,.k  t o 
O'  -To  ' ' , 1 , 

muue  of  Montgomeiy.  In  1789  allot  the  St.ue 

west  of  Phelps  and  Gorham's  itre-emptirrn  line 

was  set  off  under  the  title  c>f  Ontario  county.  .\ 

single  town,  called  North.impton.  swallowed  up  th.e  entire 
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Holland  Purchase.  In  1802  Genesee  county  was  formed  1 
from  tlie  i)ortion  of  N'ew  York  west  of  the  Genesee  river.  | 
The  town  of  Northjmptun  was  divided  into  four,  of  wliich 
Batavia  comprised  all  of  the  State  west  of  the  east  tran- 
sit line. 

On  the  iith  of  March,  i8o8,  a hill  was  passed  creating 
Niagara  county.  Its  east  line  was  as  at  present,  but  it  ex- 
tended southward  t«>  Cattaraugus  creek.  The  part  of  the 
new  county  north  of  Tonawanda  creek  was  constituted 
one  town  and  nanned  Cambria. 

April  ad,  iSai,!lhe  county  was  divided  into  Niagara 
and  Erie  counties,  as  at  present  bounded.  It  need  hardly 
be  said  tliat  tliis  work  is  a historv  of  the  Niagara  county 
of  the  present.  The  history  of  Erie  county  has  recently 
been  related  with  much  vivacity  and  interest  by  Mr.  Chris- 
fteid  Johnson,  and  we  have  no  occasion  to  repeat  it. 

(')n  the  I St  of  June,  1S12,  the  town  of  Cambria  was  di- 
vided into  four,  the  [)ortion  east  of  the  west  transit  line 
constituting  Hartland  ; township  13  in  ranges  7,  8 and  9 
forming  Niagara  ; townshij)  14  in  those  ranges  retaining 
the  title  of  Cambria  and  the  remainder  of  the  original 
Cambria  taking  the  name  of  Porter.  April  5th,  1S17, 
Royalton  was  formed  from  the  portion  of  Hartland  south 
of  township  15.  February  27th,  1818,  Lewiston  was  taken 
from  the  west  end  of  Cambria,  Iraving  its  jwesent  lines  ; 
and  on  the  loth  of  April  following  Porter  was  restricted 
by  its  present  east  line  and  Wilson  created.  On  the  8th 
of  February,  1823.  .Somerset  was  formed  from  Hartland, 
having  its  present  width  but  running  west  to  the  transit  ! 
line.  February  2d  of  the  next  year  Lockport  was  formed 
from  Cambria  and  Royalton,  with  its  present  boundaries, 
and  on  the  20th  of  the  next  month  the  western  ends  of 
Hartland  and  Somerset  were  joined  with  a slice  of  Wilson  i 
to  make  Newfane.  Pendleton  was  laid  off  from  Niagara 
April  1 6th,  1827,  and  Wheattield  May  12th,  1836. 

'I'he  county  seat  of  the  original  Niagara  was  at  P)Uffalo, 
and  on  the  division  in  1821  the  part  which  became  Erie 
retained  the  existing  organization.  The  act  creating  the 
present  county  of  Niagara  ap[)ointed  the  following  offi- 
cers : Sheriff,  I.othrop  Cook  ; clerk,  Oliver  Grace  ; 
judges — Silas  Hopkins  first  judge  , James  Van  Horn 
and  Robert  Fleming. 

The  location  of  the  county  seat  was  one  of  the  first 
questions  to  be  settled,  and  of  course  different  jdaces 
were  rivals  for  the  honor.  F.rasmus  Root,  Jesse  Hawley 
and  William  Britton  were  apjiointed  commissioners  to  de-  ; 
termine  the  location  of  the  county  buildintts.  Before 
they  had  taken  action  Mr.  Britton  died.  .Mr.  Root  fa\or- 
ed  I.ewiston,  or  Molvneux’s.  in  Cambria — a suc^estion 
which  gives  a vivid  idea  of  the  insignifu  ance  of  other 
villages  in  the  ( ounty  at  the  time.  .Mr.  H.iwlev  jireferred 
I .ockport,  and  as  they  could  not  agree  nothing  w.is  ac- 
comiilished  b\  the  conuui>sion.  .\notlier  w.is  aj>pointcd 
by  the  i .egi.'l.ilure  ol  1 82 2,  con^i-i in;,'’ of  [.inics  M'Kown, 
.MuMliam  Rcy-er  and  I ulius  11,  li.it<h.  Tln.-.e  gentlcuu-n 
ill  July  selei  teal  Lockport  as  the  < ounty  se.it.  .\  two- 
acreMot  was  |)urclia'.ed  of  William  .M.  bond  for  the  site  j 
ot  the  county  biuUlings.  I'h.e  new  l iuirt-house  w.is  m.l 
re.uly  tm  occupaiu  y until  J.inu.iiy,  1.^25,  v,  hen  the  lir;; 


court  was  held  in  it.  The  bench  at  this  time  included 
Judge  Samuel  De  Veaux,  beside  the  judges  above  men- 
tioned. Courts  had  been  held  at  I.ewiston  until  July, 
1823,  when  the  first  session  in  Lockport  was  held  on  the 
upper  floor  of  the  old  .Mansion  House,  now  Miller  and 
Sons'  Exchange  Hotel,  which  was  then  the  most  com- 
modious room  in  the  settlement.  Judge  Rochester  pre- 
sided. The  county  clerk's  office  was  built  in  1856,  at  an 
expense  of  13,000. 

The  first  election  in  the  county  was  held  in  November, 
1822,  and  resulted  in  the  choice  of  .Vlmon  H.  Millard  as 
sheriff,  .Vsahel  Johnson  clerk,  and  Benjamin  Barlow  mem- 
ber of  .Vssembly . The  vote  cast  was  1,324. 

We  have  decided  in  this  cliapter  to  depart  from  the 
chronological  order  hitherto  followed,  in  order  to  give  a 
connected  view  of  the  civil  history  of  the  county.  Below 
is  a list  of  the  names,  with  dates  of  appointment  or  elec- 
tion (November  of  the  year  given,  unless  otherwise  spei  - 
ified,)  of  Niagara's  citizens  who  have  been  the  more  ini 
portant 

COUNTV  OFFICERS. 

Sheriffs:  .-Vlmond  H.  Millard,  1822  ; Eli  Bruce,  1S25: 
John  Phillips,  1827  ; Hiram  Mc.Niel,  1830  ; George  Rv- 
nall,  1833  ; Tarnierlane  T.  Roberts,  1S36  ; Theodore 
Stone,  1839  ; James  .\.  Cooper.  1842  ; Franklin  Spauld- 
ing, 1845  ; Elisha  Clapp,  appointed  January  27th  1S51; 
Chester  F.  Shelley,  1854  ; Benjamin  Farley,  1S57  ; George 
Swain,  1S60  ; James  D.  .-Vines,  1863  ; .Vlfred  Ransom. 
1S66  ; Oscar  E.  Mann.  1S69;  Norman  O.  .Allen,  1872  ; 
Joseph  Batten.  1875. 

County  clerks  : .Asahel  Johnson.  1S22  ; James  F.  Mason. 
1825  ; Henry  Catlin,  1828  ; .Vbijah  H.  .Moss,  1S34  : 
Hiram  .V.  Cook,  1837  ; David  S.  Crandall.  1S40  ; James 

C.  Lewis,  1843  ; Edwin  Shepard,  184.5  1 John  V'an  Horn. 
1845  ; George  W.  Gage,  1848;  T.ewis  S.  Payne,  1851  : 
Wilson  Robinson,  1S51;  Natlian  Dayton.  1857  ; Charlc' 
H.  Van  Duzen,  (appointed  May  7j  1859:  Charles  H. 
Syinonds,  1859;  ^VilliaIn  S.  A\'right,  1862  ; Lewis  S. 
Pavne,  1S65  ; George  B.  VA’ilson,  1868;  Peter  D.  Walter, 
1871;  George  L.  Moot,  1874:  .Vinos  W.  R.  Hennii\_. 
1877. 

County  Treasurers  : Thomas  T.  Flagler,  1848:  .Vlfreil 
Van  Wagoner,  1851  ; A\’illiam  f.  Dunlo]',  1854  ; Joim 
Van  Horn.  1857  ; Morrison  W.  E\ans,  i86o  : Jacob  M. 
Chrysler,  1863;  Josiah  L.  Breyfogle,  1 866  ; Hiram  Bene- 
dict, 1869  ; S.  Curtis  i.ewis,  1872  and  1S75. 

District  Attonrvs. — Cnder  the  Second  Constitution, 
whii  h was  adopted  in  1822  and  in  force  until  the  end, 
1841),  they  were  .ippoinieil  in'  the  Court  of  Gener.,!  “s. -• 
sions;  for  the  hist  thirti’  \ e,'.rs  they  Inn  e been  I'h.osen  h\ 
liopul.ir  N’ote  .It  the  Nosiunber  elections.  The  list  !< 
N'  1 ...T,;  < o:;;;",  - - -,.l’  evs:  /I  n;  1 1.  ('.  - m,  .'.nr:  ■ 

I '-2  i ; F;  . - ' ,'  •m.  o’.  ! ’ ■ : A : : : ' • -.  . 

b'scjfn  C'.  .\lor>c,  J,inu..iy.  ix.pc  Ro^.e.t  11.  -. 

M.i\',  18  76;  Jon.ithan  I . \\  oods.  183(1;  .\liied  lloluii  . 
'843;  Sherburne  11.  bijicr.  1 '^45.  and  June,  1847:  tie  1 
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'.  c,  1X56;  Mortimer  M.  Southworth,  1859,  who  held  the 
• e hy  re-election  until  succeeded  by  Frank  Hrundage, 
.Hill  'wis  elected  in  1874.  I5en  J.  Hunting  was  the  suc- 
. i>n!ii1  candidate  in  1877. 

First  Jiuh^es  of  thf  Court  0/  Counnon  Pleas  appointed 
by  the  governor'':  Silas  Hojikins,  February  8,  1823; 
Robert  Fleming,  April  22,  1828;  Nathan  Dayton,  March 
I 1833;  Washington  Hunt,  January  30,  1836;  Elias 
Ransom,  January  19,  1841;  Jonathan  L.  Woods,  April 

29.  1846. 

County  Juil^es  : Hiram  Gardner,  June,  1837  ; Levi  F. 
llowen,  1854;  resigned  and  Elias  Ransom  appointed 
I)ccember  ti,  1852:  Alfred  Holmes,  1857;  George  D. 
I.amont,  1865  ; resigned  and  Hiram  Gardner  appointed 
November  19,  i868  ; Levi  F.  Bowen,  1873. 

Surn\i;ates  appointed  by  the  governor  under  the  Sec- 
ond Constitution  ; since  elected  : Rufus  Spaulding, 

April  2,  1S21  ; Willard  Smith,  February  25,  1822;  Hiram 
Gardner,  March  31,  1831  ; Joseph  C.  Morse,  January 

30,  1836  ; Henry  A.  Carter,  February  28,  1840  ; Josiah  j 

K.  Skinner,  February  28,  1844  ; Thomas  M.  Webster,  j 

1851  ; Mortimer  M.  Southworth,  1S55  ; George  W.  Bowen,  | 
1859  ; Henry  D.  Scripture,  1863  ; JohnT.  Murray,  1867  ; ! 

Joshua  Gaskill,  1871  ; George  P.  Ostrander,  1877. 

INCUMBENTS  OF  STATE  OFFICES. 

Niagara  county  has  been  represented  in  the  chief  I 
executive  office  of  the  State  by  Washington  Hunt,  a gen-  | 
tieman  so  eminent  in  various  honorable  walks  of  life  that  \ 
a sketch  of  his  career  is  called  for.  He  was  born  in 
Windham,  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  August  5th,  1811,  and 
descended  from  a Revolutionary  ancestry.  His  father.  ' 
Sanford  Hunt,  subsecpiently  removed  to  Livingston 
county  and  gave  the  name  of  Hunt’s  Hollow  to  the  set- 
tlement where  he  established  himself.  In  1S28  Washing- 
ton Hunt  went  to  Lockport,  It  that  town,  of  which  he 
was  to  become  the  most  illustrious  citizen,  he  began  life 
lor  himself  by  serving  two  years  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
I urker  N Bissell,  evincing  in  this  connection  the  excel- 
lent business  and  social  traits  which  afterward  had  so  I 
much  to  do  in  giving  him  wealth,  reputation  and  intlu-  j 
cnce.  In  1830  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Lot  1 

I l.irk.  He  found,  however,  more  profitable  and  con-  j 

genial  employment  for  his  talents  than  the  practice  of  his  j 
pr-iiession,  in  real  estate  transactions,  which  through  life 
' onstiiuied  his  |)rincipal  business  ouerations.  In  1833  the 
Urm  ot  Hunt  N Walbridge  was  f(jrm2d  for  the  purchase 
■ 3-. 000  a<  res  of  land  in  Niagara  county  from  the  .Alb.inv 
1 Old  ('(imiiany.  The  investment  m.ide  .Mr.  Hunt  a rich 
ui.iu.  In  the  following  year  he  married  Marv,  daughter 

Mr.  W .ilhridge.  W hen  but  twenty-four  \ears  old  he 
•’  S'  apjininted  by  Governor  .M.irc\-  ” first  judge  " of  the 
‘ au'.l  is  ^aid  to  h i\i  tilled  the  ottu  e tor  liw  ve.irs 

•■■‘ih  .1  liignit)  aiul  ability  which  loiiUi  not  ha\e  been  ex- 
1 ' > ted  ot  .1  youth. 

Mioiit  the  tunc-  of  recei\ing  this  appointment  he  made 
' iiuMiia  esstul  run  for  Congress  on  the  1 'eintu  ratic 
'set.  In  1S40  he  left  ih  u [i.irly  on  a lin.im  i.d  i.s.sue. 


and  two  years  later  was  elected  to  Congress  by  the  Whigs, 
who  re-elected  him  for  the  next  two  terms.  His  ability 
and  industry  in  the  House  made  him  prominent  before  the 
country  and  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party.  On  leaving 
Congress  he  was  appointed  comptroller  of  New  York.  In 
No\ ember,  1850,  he  was  elected  governor,  beating 
Horatio  .Seymour  by  262  votes  in  a total  poll  of  428,966. 
He  was  renominated,  and  defeated  by  Mr.  Seymour  by  a 
small  majority’ in  the  next  gubernatorial  camitaign.  He 
was  also  defeated  as  the  Congressional  candidate  of  a 
coalition  in  1856,  and  of  the  Democrats  for  the  same  of- 
fice in  1862. 

Probably  no  man  has  been  more  prominently  identified 
with  the  business  history  of  Lockport  than  Governor 
Hunt.  He  held  official  positions  at  different  times  in  at 
least  five  banks,  and  was  prominent  in  the  application  of 
the  splendid  water  power  created  by  the  canal,  whicii  he 
and  Governor  Marcy  leased  from  the  State  in  1836.  Gov- 
ernor Hunt  had  much  to  do  in  the  establishment  and 
formation  of  the  numerous  industrial  concerns  which 
have  been  developed  by  the  water  power,  as  well  as  in 
other  enterprises,  and  was  a very  extensive  holder  of  real 
estate  in  the  city,  and  interested  and  influential  in  rail- 
road circles. 

His  house  was  that  now  occupied  by  the  heirs  of  the 
late  W’illiam  P.  Daniels.  He  was  a pillar  in  the  Episcopal 
church  of  Lock[)ort,  which  he  frequently  represented  in 
diocesan  and  general  conventions  For  several  years  be- 
fore his  death  he  spent  a portion  of  his  time  in  New  York, 
and  died  there  from  a cancer,  February  2d,  1867. 

Bates  Cook,  of  Lewiston,  was  appointed  comptroller 
February  4th,  1839. 

General  Peter  B.  Porter,  of  Niagara  Falls,  was  appoint- 
ed secretary  of  State  February  i6th,  1815,  and  a Regent 
of  the  University  nine  years  later. 

George  H.  Boughton  was  appointed  canal  appraiser 
October  7th,  1839.  and  November  i6th,  1852  ; and  canal 
commissioner  February  22d,  1840.  Hiram  Gardner  w.i> 
appointed  to  the  latter  office  November  21st,  1858,  am! 
James  Jackson  November  4th,  1S73.  George  C.  Greene 
was  appointed  appraiser  January  27th,  1870.  All  these 
gentlemen  were  citizens  of  Lockport. 

Gaylord  G.  Clark,  of  Lockport,  was  elected  one  of  the 
inspectors  of  State  jirisons  November  4th,  1862. 

George  D.  Lamont,  of  Lockport,  was  electetl  a Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  eightli  district  in  1868,  and 
again  in  1871.  Nathan  Davton,  also  of  Lo(.k[)ort,  \v.is 
a])pointed  a circuit  judge  F'ebruary  23d,  1838. 

Hiram  Gardner  and  John  W.  McNitt  were  member- 
from  Niagara  nf  the  constitutional  conwntionof 
and  I'homas  T.  Flagler  and  Levi  F.  Bowen  of  that  ot 
1 8(17. 

'!'he  following  citizens  of  Niagara  county  liave  served 
as  Presideiiti.il  electors;  Hiram  Gardner.  iS;6;  D.'v  - 
Hurd  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  i8go  : Solomon  I’armele. 
William  Vandervoort  and  Sherburne  B.  Piper  eiei  tor- 
at-large  w ith  Charles  < I’Crinnor  , 1852;  W illi. tm  Keep. 
1850  ; .Moses  k'.  Kiehardson.  1872. 
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LEGISLATITE  REPRESENTATIVES. 

State  Senators. — The  Second  Constitution  divided  tlie 
State  into  eight  senate  districts,  entitled  to  four  senators 
apiece  : Niagara  county  was  part  of  the  eighth.  The 
present  constitution  created  thirty-two  districts,  each  to 
choose  one  senator.  Of  these,  Niagara,  Orleans  and 
Genesee  counties  constituted  the  twentyeighth  until 
dianged  to  the  twenty-ninth  by  the  act  of  1S57.  The 
senators  from  Niagara  county,  with  their  residences  and 
the  years  they  were  in  die  Senate,  have  been  as  follows  : 
George  H.  Houghton,  Lockport,  1829,  1S30;  Samuel 
Works,  Lockport,  1837-1844  ; Horatio  J.  Stow,  Lewiston, 
1858,  1859  ; died  during  the  session  and  George  D.  La- 
mont,  of  Lockport,  filled  out  his  term  ; Peter  P.  Murphy, 
Royalton,  i860,  1861  ; Richard  Crowley,  Lockport,  1S66- 
1S69  ; Lewis  S.  Payne,  North  Tonawanda,  1878,  1879. 

Assemblymen. — Niagara  constituted  one  ,\ssembly  dis- 
trict until  May  3d.  1S36,  when  it  was  divided.  It  has 
ever  since  been  entitled  to  two  members.  At  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  constitution  the  first  Assembly  district 
consisted  of  the  towns  of  Lockport,  Niagara,  Pendleton, 
Royalton  and  Wheatiield.  In  1857  Niagara  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  second  district,  and  Cambria  in  1866  from 
the  second  to  the  first.  The  members  from  the  creation 
of  the  county  have  been  as  follows  : 

In  the  session  of  1823,  Benjamin  Barlow,  jr.;  1824  and 
1825,  Daniel  Washburn  ; 1826,  William  King  ; 1827-1829, 
JohnGarnsey  ; 1830,  Samuel  De  Veaux  ; 1831-1833,  Hen- 
ry Norton  ;.i834,  Robert  Fleming,  jr.  ; 1S35,  Henry  Mc- 
Neil ; 1836,  Hiram  Gardner  ; 1837,  Reuben  H.  Bough- 
ton  (who  died  during  the  session',  Davis  Hurd  who  coni- 
pleted  Boughton’s  term  and  Hiram  McNeil  ; 1S38  and 
1839,  Davis  Hurd,  Peter  B.  Porter,  jr.;  1840  and  1841. Peter 
B.  Porter,  jr.,  FrancisO.  Pratt;  1842,  Thomas  T.  Flagler, 
Francis  O.  Pratt  ; 1843,  Thomas  T.  Flagler,  John  Sweeney; 
1844,  John  Sweeney,  Luther  Wilson  ; 1845,  Levi  F.  Bow- 
en, John  Sweeney  ; 1846,  Lot  Clark,  Morgan  Johnson  ; 
1847,  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Christopher  H.  Skeels;  1848, 
Elias  Ransom,  Solomon  Moss.  Morgan  Johnson  who  un- 
seated Moss  on  a contest  during  the  session  ; 1849,  FIol- 
lis  White,  Morgan  Johnson  ; 1850,  George  W.  Jermain, 
James  Van  Horn,  jr.;  1851  and  i852,Abijah  H.  Moss.Jeph- 
tha  W.  Babcock  ; 1853,  George  W.  Holley,  Reuben  F. 
Wilson  ; 1854,  Robert  DunLtp,  Reuben  F.  Wilson  ; 1S55, 
Linus  Jones  Peck,  Ira  Tompkins  ; 1S56,  William  S.  Penn, 
John  Gould  ; 1S57,  Elisha  Clapp,  John  Gould  : 1858,  Burt 
Van  Horn,  John  W.  Labar  ; 1859,  James  Sweeney,  Burt 
Van  Horn  ; 1S60,  Thomas  T.  Flager,  Burt  \'an  Horn  ; 
1S61,  Henry  P.  Smith,  Oliver  P.  Scovcll  ; 1S62,  Benjamin 
H.  Fletcher,  Peter  A.  Porter  ; 1S63.  Benjamin  H.  Fletch- 
er, William  Morgan  ; 1864,  James  J.ackson,  jr.,  William 
Morgan  ; 1865,  .Albert  H.  Pickard,  Guy  C.  Humphrey; 
1866,  Solon  S.  Pomeroy,  Guv  C.  Humphrey  ; 1807.  Kli>!'..i 
.Moody,  \\  illiam  I’ool  ; 1868  and  I^69,  Raiiaom  M.  Skeels, 
Benjamin  Farley  ; 1870,  I.ewisS.  Pa\  ne,  Lee  R.  Sanborn  ; 
1871,  Johu  E.  Pound,  Lee  R.  Sanborn  ; 1872  and  1873. 
Luc  H.  Babcock,  George  M.  Su.iin  : 1874  and  1875,  .\r- 
■Artemus  W.  Coinstirck,  Orville  C.  Bordwell;  1870.  .Amos 


A.  Bissell,  Jonah  W.  Brown  ; 1877.  .Amos  A.  Bissell,  Sher- 
burne B.  Piper;  1878,  Joseph  1).  Loveland,  Sherburne  B. 
Piper. 

^\fembers  of  Congress. — .An  act  of  March  8th,  1808, 
made  the  fifteenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York 
consist  of  Allegany,  Cattaraugas,  Chautauciua,  Genesee, 
Niagara  and  Ontario  counties.  Peter  B.  Porter,  of  Niag- 
I ara  F'alls,  represented  the  district  in  the  Xlth  Congress 
I (1809-181 1 , the  Xllth  i8i  1-1813  , and  the  XIVth  ^^*5- 
I 1817).  .An  act  of  .Ajiril  17th,  1822,  formed  the  thirtieth 
j district  from  Niagara,  Erie  and  Chautaui[ua  counties. 

: In  1832  Niagara  and  Orleans  became  the  thirty-third  dis- 

trict, in  1842  the  thirty-fourth,  and  in  1851  the  thirty- 
first.  In  1862  Niagara,  Genesee  and  Wyoming  were 
made  to  constitute  the  twenty-ninth  district,  and  in  1873 
the  thirty-first.  The  district  has  been  represented  by 
Niagara  county  men  as  follows  : 

Sessions  of  1831-1833  XXIId  Congress  , Bates  Cook, 
of  Lewiston;  1837-1841  (XXA'th  and  XXVIth  Congresses), 
Charles  F.  Mitchell,  of  Lockport;  1843-1849  XXVUIth, 
XXIXth  and  XXXth  Congresses),  Washington  Hunt,  of 
Lockport;  1853-1857,  (XXXIIId  and  XXXIVth  Con- 
gresses), Thomas  T.  Flagler,  of  Lockport;  1861-1863, 
1865-1867  1867-1869,  (XXXVIIth,  XXXIXth  and  XLth 
Congresses),  Burt  Van  Horn,  of  Newfane. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


THE  PROJECTION  OF  THE  ERIE  CAN.AL ITS  ADVOCATES 

AND  ITS  CONSTRUCTION — LAFAVETTe’s  TOUR. 


DA’OC.ATES  of  the  extension  of  inland  naviga- 
tion in  New  A'ork  did  not  at  first  contemplate 
anything  beyond  the  improvement  of  the 
natural  channels  from  the  Hudson  to  Lake 
, Ontario — the  Mohawk  river.AVood  creek, Onei- 

da  lake  and  river  and  the  Oswego  river.  Gov- 
ernor  Colden  in  1724  even  expressed  the  ho]ie 
that  the  western  part  of  the  State  might  be  jienetrated  bv 
boats,  independent  of  Lake  Ontario.  In  his  memoir  ot 
that  year  on  the  fur  trade,  occurs  the  following  passage, 
which  has  been  remarked  as  the  first  recorded  speculation 
on  the  possibility  of  inland  water  communication  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Mohaw  k river; 

“There  is  a river  which  comes  from  the  country  of  the 
Sinnekes  and  falls  into  the  Onnondage  river,  by  which  we 
have  an  easy  carriage  into  that  country  without  going  near 
the  Catarac<iui  [Ontario]  lake.  I'he  head  of  this  River 
goes  near  to  Lake  Erie  and  probably  may  give  a very 
near  passage  into  that  lake,  much  more  ailv  antageous 
than  the  way  the  French  are  obliged  to  take  by  the  w.;y 
of  the  great  fall  of  iagara."  Colden  seenu  not  to  have 
known  of  th-j  Genesee,  crossing  what  he  supposed  to  be 
the  course  of  the  " Sinnekes'  " river.  No  n.Uur.'l  .stream, 
indeed,  could  have  tollowed  the  Ime  lie  conjei  turcd;  bii! 
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PROJECTORS  ANT)  ADVOCATES  OF  THE  ERIE  CANAL. 


a hundred  years  later  saw  an  artificial  river  pursuing  such  i 
a line,  and  doing  far  more  for  interior  navigation  than  I 
he  had  mistakenly  thought  might  be  accomplished  by  the  | 
natural  one.  | 

The  improvement  of  river  channels  being  found  inad-  , 
equate,  the  construction  of  a canal  from  Lake  Er.e  to  the 
Hudson  suggested  itself,  to  commercial  and  scientific  1 
minds.  The  first  proposal,  if  not  the  original  conception  | 
of  such  an  enterjmse  is  claimed  for  Gouverneur  Morris. 

In  conversation  with  Simeon  De  ^\'itt.  surveyor-general  j 
of  the  State,  in  1S03  at  .Schenectady.  Mr.  Morris  suggest-  j 
ed  the  project  of  conveying  the  water  of  Lake  Erie  direct  ■ 
to  the  Hudson  by  cutting  through  intervening  highlands 
and  forming  an  artificial  river  with  a uniform  fall  of  si.x  ' 

inches  per  mile  from  west  to  east.  The  surveyor-general,  i 

in  common  with  most  to  whom  the  scheme  was  mentioned,  ' 

regarded  it  as  visionary  and  impracticable,  and  so  repre-  | 

sented  it  to  James  Gedde.s.  a surveyor  of  Onondaga  coun-  ! 

ty,  in  a conversation  with  him.  Geddes,  however,  on  i 

reflection  viewed  it  differently,  and  concluded  that  with  j 

some  modifications  the  plan  might  be  carried  out,  and  that  i 

the  work  would  be  one  of  great  utility.  People  generally,  j 

however,  appalled  by  the  magnitude  of  the  suggested  en-  i 

terprise,  hardly  dared  to  consider  the  subject  gravely,  j 

and  for  several  years  after  the  conception  of  the  idea  j 

nothing  was  done  toward  realizing  it.  ' 

The  man  who  first  publicly  championed  the  idea  of  a 
canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson  was  Jesse  Hawley. 

He  was  bom  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  in  1773.  In 
1805  and  for  some  years  after  he  was  engaged  in  buy-  i 
ing  wheat  in  the  Genesee  valley,  which  he  had  ground 
at  Mynderse’s  mill  at  Little  Falls  and  sent  the  flour  to  | 
.Albany.  His  occupation  suggested  thoughts  on  the  im- 
provement of  transportation  facilities.  “ I first.”  said  he,  | 
“ concei%-ed  the  idea  of  the  overland  route  of  the  canal 
from  Buffalo  to  Utica  in  Colonel  Wilhelmus  Mynderse’s 
office,  at  Seneca  Falls,  in  1805.”  Mr.  Hav.-ley  e.xpatiated 
on  the  subject  in  his  private  correspondence  and  con- 
versation ; and,  spending  the  winter  of  1806-7  tti  Pitts- 
burgh, he  p^ublished  an  ai'ticle  in  the  Conmon-wealth  news- 
paper of  t’nat  city  setting  forth  his  views.  This  was  re- 
printed on  the  27th  of  October,  1807,  in  the  Ginesec  J/'s- 
and  was  followed  by  thirteen  other  essays  publish- 
ed in  the  same  paper,  the  las:  March  and.  iScS.  In  these 
papers,  which  Mr.  Hawley  signed  “ Hercules."  he  ex- 
jilaincd  and  advocated  the  canal  idea  with  great  origin- 
.il'.ty  and  fore>ight.  creating  a powerful  sentiment  in  its 
favor.  He  recommended  a route  very  nearly  correspond- 
ing with  that  followed  i.n  the  construction  of  the  canal 
through  weste.m  New  York,  and  prophesied  the  results  to 
be  attained  with  singular  correctness.  Having  had  the 
pic.isu'-e  of  seeing  his  views  carried  out.  with  the  antici- 
pated fruits,  he  exerted  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  cn- 
1 ir_  nient  of  the  canal  as  earnc'tiy  as  he  had  in  behalf  of 
> on^truciion  : Lu:  he  .h.ad  reii'On  to  complain  that  his 
'•-•r\’(  es  never  received  adequa'c  recognition.  He  spent 
hi-,  last  years  in  I.ockj  ort.  wi'.ere  he  died  in  January, 

1 '4-  He  was  buried  in  tiie  be.autiful  Cold  .Spring  rural 
• c::v,  ter\.  and  the  neighbo-ir.g  c ty.  a creature  o:  the  Erie 


Canal,  is  in  some  sense  his  monument. 

Mr.  Geddes  corresponded  with  surveyors  and  engineers 
on  the  subject  cf  a canal,  and  agitated  the  topic  in  his 
county  until  it  became  a leading  political  issue,  and 
Joshua  Forman  was  elected  to  the  As.sembly  on  a “canal 
ticket.”  He  was  the  first  to  propose  legislation  looking 
toward  the  construction  of  a canal,  which  he  did  Febru- 
ary 4th.  1808.  Pursuant  of  a resolution  offered  by  him  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  report  on  the  propriety  of  an 
exploration  and  survey,  to  the  end  that  Congress  might 
be  induced  to  appropriate  the  necessary  fund.s.  The 
committee  reported  favorably;  a survey  was  ordered 
.April  6th,  1808,  and  $6oo  appropriated  for  the  expenses. 

The  service  was  p»erformed  by  James  Geddes.  He 
was  directed-to  examine  the  route  for  a canal  from  r7neida 
lake  to  Lake  Ontario,  as  well  as  that  from  Lake  Erie  east- 
ward. He  reported  in  favor  of  the  latter,  which  he  pro- 
nounced feasible.  He  suggested  that  there  might  “be 
found  some  pdace  in  the  ridge  that  bounds  the  Tonawan- 
da  valley  on  the  north  as  low  as  the  level  of  Lake  Erie, 
where  a canal  may  be  led  across  and  conducted  onward 
without  increasing  the  lockage  by  rising  to  the  Tonawan- 
da  swamp.” 

The  latter  difficulty  was  involved  in  the  route  contem- 
plated by  Mr.  Joseph  Ellicott.  He  supposed  the  summit 
on  that  line  would  not  be  more  than  twenty  feet  above 
Lake  Erie,  and  that  upon  it  a su.fficient  supply  of  water 
might  be  obtained  from  Oak  Orchard  creek  and  other 
streams.  In  this  he  was  mistaken;  the  summit  was  found 
to  be  seventy-five  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  and  to  be  sun- 
plied  with  no  adequate  feeder.  It  is  probably  not  too 
much  to  say  that  the  canal  could  never  have  been  suc- 
cessfully constructed  through  western  New  A'ork.  but  for 
the  discover.-  of  such  a route  as  Mr.  Geddes  suggested, 
permitting  a continuous  flow  eastward  from  Lake  Erie 
and  making  the  lake  the  feeder. 

During  the  legislative  session  of  i8ic,  pursuant  of  a 
resolution  offered  by  Senator  Platt,  and  concurred  in  bv 
the  .Assembly  March  12th,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Gouverneur 
Morris,  Stephen  A*an  Pvcnsselaer,  DeM’itt  Clinton.  Simeon 
DeY'itt.  William  North  and  Thomas  Eddy  were  anpoir.t- 
ed  commissioners  to  make  a complete  exploration  of 
the  proposed  routes  of  water  communication  between 
the  Hudson  and  the  lakes.  Three  thousand  dollars  -.vere 
voted  them  for  expenses.  Messrs.  Morris  and  Van  Pv.cr.s- 
selaer  traversed  the  proposed  line  of  the  Erie  Canal  in 
advance  of  the  other  commissioners,  and  awaited  t.nem 
at  Lewiston.  7 he  rest  of  the  board,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Geddes,  after  explor'ng  the  Oswego  river.  j/ad<lled  up 
the  Seneca  river,  and  held  a consultation  at  Genev.-i  ,r. 
the  24th  of  July.  Thence  they  continued  tu  tiie 
the  Genesee,  and  from,  there  by  the  Rid~e  road  to  Lev. 
ton.  A meeting  of  the  board  was  held  at  Cb  ; ;c-'i 
.August  3d.  when  Mr.  Geddes  was  directed  to  make  ? me 
furthe!- survey.:  <Jn  the  :bt;.  t’:e  mrt\  • 

The  commissi'/ners  made  -..e-rrei  rt  M..-  h 2 
It  embodied  a recommendation  of  a canal  -.n  the  r- 
.elected  by  Mr.  Geddes.  a.nd  a warrinu  aair.  t ai.ov.  -j 
it  to  be  buil;  pri . .ate  parties,  w hii.h  dsfe,  t . . 
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trans])ortation  by  [»ermitting  a monopoly.  The  cost  of 
tl>e  work  was  estimated  at  §5,000,000.  'The  Legislature, 

<m  the  strength  of  this  report,  continued  the  commission  | 
and  voted  §15,000  for  furtlier  ojierations.  | 

A year  later,  it  having  been  found  imjiossible  to  obtain  j 
an  appropriation  fronv  Congress,  the  Legislature  author-  i 
ized  the  commissioners  to  borrow  §5,000,000  on  the  credit 
of  the  State  for  the  construction  of  the  canal. 

'The  prosecution  of  the  work  was  prevented  by  the  war 
of  i8ia,  which  so  engrossed  public  attention  that  the 
canal  project  was  abandoned  and  the  act  authorizing  a 
loan  in  its  behalf  was  refiealed. 

'Toward  tlie  close  of  1815  the  enterprise  was  revived. 

.An  intluential  meeting  in  its  favor  was  held  at  New  York 
in  December  of  that  year,  at  which  resolutions  were 
ado[)ted  urging  the  construction  of  the  canal.  Similar 
meetings  were  held  at  Albany,  Utica,  Geneva,  Canandai- 
gua and  lJuffalo,  and  a sentiment  created  which  expressed 
itself  in  petitions  with  more  than  a hundred  thousand 
signers  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

'The  Legislature  of  1S16  reconstructed  the  canal  com-  ' 
mission,  making  it  consist  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  Stephen  | 
Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  Ellicott,  Myron  Holley  and  | 
Samuel  A'oung.  A year  later  was  passed  an  act  prepared  | 
by  Mr.  Clinton  authorizing  the  commencement  of  actual  i 
construction.  'The  canal,  however,  was  still  regarded  by 
many  as  a ruinous  experiment,  and  lamentations  were  fre-  i 
(pienlly  heard  on  the  miseries  of  an  overtaxed  people  and 
their  i)osterity.  j 

'The  work  was  divided  into  western,  middle  and  eastern  ; 
sections,  the  dividing  points  being  Rome  and  the  Seneca  | 
river.  Of  the  western  section  James  Geddes  was  ap-  i 
])ointed  chief  engineer.  In  1815  he  surveyed  the  route.  i 
Up  to  1820  nothing  was  done  upon  this  section  excejit  to  | 
ado[»t  the  line  laid  down  by  Mr.  Geddes.  In  1820  he  was  i 
succeeded  by  David  'Thomas,  who  in  that  year  examined  | 

the  1 ine  ado[>ted  from  Rochester  to  Pendleton  and  modi-  | 

fied  it  somewhat  east  of  Oak  Orchard  creek.  A more  im-  j 

portant  change  was  made  as  to  the  point  of  passing  the  i 

mountain  ridge  in  Niagara  county — one  that  determined  ! 

the  site  of  the  city  of  Lock[)ort.  Mr.  Geddes’s  line  | 

crossed  the  ridge  in  the  gorge  a mile  west  of  Lockport.  ! 

'The  whole  western  part  of  the  canal  was  put  under  con-  1 

tract  in  1821. 

'Then  followed  long,  tedious  years  of  labor,  that  must 
sometimes  have  tried  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  most  san- 
guine. First,  a belt  of  the  forest  had  in  most  places  to  ! 

be  removed.  'Then  little  armies  of  men  and  teams,  toilim;  j 

in  the  lane  thus  made  in  the  woods,  slowly  gave  the  ground  i 

the  sh  ipe  ot  a great  dit(  h with  its  bounding  embankments; 
or  still  more  slowly,  with  drill  and  powder,  wrought  their 
uay  through  ledges  ot  solid  rock.  Extempore  hamlets  of 
shanties  sprung  up  along  the  line,  moving  like  miners’ 
ramps  with  the  progress  of  the  contractors'  eangs  ; and  ! 
shre\vd  spe<  ulati.rs  weri-  laisied  in  possessing  theinseh  es 
ot  lots  where  more  ])ermaneiit  \illages  seemed  destined  to  j 
stand. 

During  the  autumn  of  1 82 5 the  comiileted  and  mn  i'c,  i 
Me  portion  of  the  i an.d  w i^  extended  westw.iixl  to  Brock-  i 


port  and  Holley,  and  during  the  next  season  to  the  foot 
of  the  ridge  at  Lockport.  In  1824,  also,  the  adajitation 
of  the  Niagara  river  and 'Tonawanda  creek  to  the  purjioses 
of  the  canal  was  completed,  and  the  line  excavated 
from  the  creek  toward  Lockport.  It  need  hardly  be  said 
that  the  stupendous  rock  cutting  extending  through  and 
west  of  that  city  was  the  last  spot  tinishedl  between  Buf- 
falo and  Albany.  Mr.  Or'ianuis  Turner  has  drawn  an  in- 
teresting picture  of  the  state  of  things  in  this  vicinity  in 
1822.  He  says  ; 

“Culver  & Maynard  were  clearing  the  timber  from  the 
slopes  of  the  mountain  around  the  ravine  and  excavating 
the  first  rock  section  ; Childs  N Hamlin  were  excavating 
the  second  section,  Darius  Comstock  the  third,  John  Gil- 
bert the  fourth  ; Norton,  Bates,  House  Houghton  the 
fifth  and  last  rock  section.  The  dense  forest  between 
Locki)ort  and  'Tonawanda  creek  looked  as  if  a hurricane- 
had  passed  through  it,  leaving  a narrow  belt  of  fallen  um- 
ber, excavated  stone  and  earth  ; and,  to  com])lete  the  rag- 
ged scene,  log  boarding  houses  had  been  strung  along  the 
whole  distance.  'The  blasting  of  rocks  was  going  on  brisk- 
ly. * * As  the  rock  excavation  deepened  it  baflled 

the  ingenuity  of  commissioners  and  contractors,  and  be- 
came expensive  beyond  all  estimate  ; no  greater  facilities 
existed  for  raising  the  rock  than  wheelbarrows  and  long 
runs.  In  this  exigency  Orange  Dibble,  * * * with  a 
brother-in-law  of  his,  named  Olmsted,  invented  and  in- 
troduced a simple  crane,  that  revolutionized  the  work, 
vastly  cheapened  it,  and  in  the  end  was  the  means  of  com- 
pleting the  canal  one  year  before  it  could  ha\  e been  done 
in  the  absence  of  it.  In  the  original  construction  of  the 
locks  the  contractors,  at  great  expense,  oitened  a road 
through  the  woods  to  Williamsville  to  procure  their  water 
lime.  At  the  same  time,  in  excavating  the  lock  pits  and  a 
portion  of  their  rock  section,  they  were  removing  immense 
(piantities  of  stone  capable  of  making  an  hydraulic  cement 
ecjual  in  quality  to  the  best  that  has  been  discovered  in 
the  United  States.  It  was  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
new  locks,  and  has  become  an  article  of  commerce  upon 
the  canal  and  lakes,  for  use  in  public  structures  or  wher- 
ever such  a material  is  required.  'The  credit  of  demon- 
strating its  superor  (piabty  and  introducing  it  into  exten- 
sive use  belongs  to  Mr.  Seth  Pierce,  of  Lockport.” 

Mr.  'Turner  elsewhere  states  that  among  the  trees  cut 
to  make  place  for  the  locks  was  a black  walnut  " a saw- 
log  from  which,  fourteen  feet  in  length,  made  1.643  feet 
of  inch  boards  and  that  “ an  Plnglishman  who  had  a 
nursery  of  forest  trees  in  England  in  an  earlv  dav  procured 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Lock[)ort  a black  walnut,  an  f.-k 
and  a whitewood  ])lank,  all  eighty  feet  in  length,  and  nte.t- 
suring  at  their  butts  over  five  feet  in  breadth,  clear  of  tb. , 
wane.  He  took  them  to  London  for  exhibition." 

'The  commissioner  who  superintended  the  construe:;-  ; 
of  the  western  portion  of  the  canal  was  Y'illiam  U.  Bom  k. 
afterw.ird  _ii\er;K)r  of  the  '<m:c.  ( 'n  the  s 

her,  1825,  he  \\rv>te  irotn  Lockport  to  Stc  ' \ 

selaer,  i)resi(.ient  of  the  canal  commission,  the  ♦o!!,,-a  — _ 
letter  : 

“ Sir  : 'The  unfinished  parts  (if  the  Erie  can.d  wd!  ' 
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. (imi'lctcd  ami  in  ^condition  to  atlmit  the  passage  of 
1, >n  W'etlnesday,  the  ’6th  day  of  October  next.  It 
have  been  gotifying  to  have  accomplished  this  re- 
^i-lt  as  early  as  tlie  first  of  September, 'but  embarrassments 
.kIiu  h I could  not  cxontrol  delayed  it. 

On  this  grand  event,  so  ausi)icious  to  the  character  and 
wealtli  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  permit  me  to  con- 
^r.itulate  you.” 

|!v  extra  exertion  the  work  of  excavation  was  completed 
.uid  the  lining  of  the  last  section  begun  on  the  24th  of 
« )( lober.  In  twenty-four  hours  the  filling  was  accom- 
plished, and  all  things  were  ready  fora  grand  celebration 
(in  the  morrow,  for  which  due  jireparations  had  been 
iit.ide. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  26th  a flotilla  of  fi\e  boats  left 
Ihiffalo  for  the  first  through  passage  from  lake  to  seaport, 
bearing  the  highest  executive  officers  of  the  State  and 
many  other  dignitaries.  Their  departure  was  the  signal 
fur  firing  the  first  of  a large  number  of  cannon  (some  of 
them  thirty-two  [lounders  from  Perry's  fleet),  stationed 
w ithin  hearing  distance  of  each  other  along  the  whole  line 
of  the  canal  and  the  Hudson  river  and  at  Sandy  Hook. 
l!v  discharging  one  of  these  the  instant  its  next  neighbor 
— five  or  six  miles  away — was  heard  from,  the  momentous 
news  of  the  opening  of  through  travel  at  Buffalo  was  con- 
vevedto  tlie  ocean  in  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes.  A 
>mall  fleet  of  boats  which  had  started  at  the  foot  of  the 
lucks  at  Lockport  about  the  time  that  the  flotilla  left 
beffalo  met  the  latter  in  Tonawanda  creek  and  convoyed 
It  to  Lock[)ort,  where,  and  at  Albion,  Holley,  Brockport 
and  everywhere  along  the  line,  it  was  hailed  with  a jubi- 
lant enthusiasm  which  it  is  now  difficult  alike  to  imagine 
•md  to  describe. 

'i'he  length  of  the  canal  was  363  miles,  and  its  original 
« (jst  i$7, 143,780.86.  It  was  planned  to  be  forty  feet  wide 
at  the  surface  and  twenty-eight  at  the  bottom,  with  four 
teet  of  water.  The  locks  were  ninety  feet  long,  and 
twelve  feet  wide  in  the  clear.  The  capacity  indicated  by 
these  figures  was  soon  found  to  be  inadeijuate,  and  the 
necessity  of  enlarging  the  canal  was  made  apparent.  By 
.m  act  [lassed  in  May,  1835,  the  canal  commissioners 
were  authorized  to  have  the  work  performed,  including 
the  construction  of  double  locks,  as  fast  as  they  should 
luilge  adv  isable.  Under  this  act  the  enlargement  was 
begun,  and  continued  with  more  or  less  ai  livity  for  more 
ih.m  a quarter  of  a century  before  it  was  complete 
tliruughout.  The  reconstructed  canal  was  reduced  to 
tto  1-2  miles  in  length,  and  im  reased  in  breadth  to  seventy 
tcci  at  the  surface  and  fifty-two  and  a half  at  the  bottom, 
•vl'.ile  the  depth  of  water  was  im  reased  to  seven  feet. 

I he  I list  of  the  enlargement  was  over  $30,000,000. 

It  ( .m  hardly  be  necessary  to  point  out  the  effects  of 
the  I .mal  in  facilitating  communic.uion  and  oiiening 
mirket'-.  breathing  the  breath  of  a new  life  into  the  agri- 
' fliur.il  inl(.re.>t  of  western  New  \'ork.  ,iml  stimulating 
I ic  growth  ot  jiopulalion  along  its  line.  We  might  as 
•veil  (.ill  .iitention  to  the  Uses  of  the  sunshine  and  the 
nr  ,>s  refer  at  length  “to  the  great  cities  that  have  been 
•'.■iiibh.d  in  popul.ition,  to  the  new  ones  it  h.rs  ( re.uc(i.  to 


the  large  and  prosperous  villages  that  are  dotted  .thing 
its  banks,  to  the  new  empire  it  has  helped  to  create  around 
the  borders  of  our  western  lakes,  and  the  fleets  of  steam 
and  sail  vessels  it  has  put  afloat  u|ion  their  waters." 

The  canal  at  the  outset,  far  from  being  exclusively  an 
artery  of  commerce,  as  at  present,  was  the  fashionable 
avenue  of  western  travel.  The  packets  were  eleg.intly 
furnished,  set  excellent  tables,  and  outstripiped  the  freight 
boats  in  s[)eed  by  their  comivarative  lightness,  and  their 
three-horse  teams.  They  ran  from  the  east  as  far  as 
Lockport  before  the  conijiletion  of  the  upper  level 
of  the  canal.  Mr.  'Purner  informs  us  that  "Seymour 
Scovell  built  the  first  packet  west  of  Montezuma,  the 
‘Myron  Holley,’  and  Oliver  Culver  the  next  one,  the 
‘ Wm.  C.'Bouck.’  ” 

The  most  famous  of  early  travelers  by  the  canal  was 
the  illustrious  Manjuis  de  Lafayette,  .-kfter  a tour  in 
the  west  he  reached  Buffalo  in  the  first  week  of  June, 
1825,  and  journeyed  down  the  Niagara  to  its  mouth, 
where  he  was  received  with  a salute  from  the  guns  of  the 
fort.  At  Lewiston  he  spent  a night  at  the  hotel  kept 
bv  Thomas  Kelsey.  Thence  he  was  conveyed  to  Lock- 
port,  an  escort  from  that  place  meeting  him  at  Howell's 
on  the  Ridge  road.  At  Lockport  he  embarked  for  the  east 
on  a packet  at  the  foot  of  the  locks.  At  all  poin^  h.. 
was  received  with  such  honors  as  might  beexp.cted  from 
a people  who  appreciated  his  services  to  their  country 
during  the  Revolutionary  war. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


THE  C.^SE  OF  WILEIA.M  MORGAN' — RISE  ,\ND  CAREER  DE 
THE  ANTI-MASOXIC  PARTY. 


XCKPTIXC.,  perhaps,  the  events  of  the  war 
of  iS  [ 2, no  occurrence  in  the  history  of  north- 
^ western  New  York  ever  so  generallv  attracted 

the  attention  of  the  country  as  the  disajipear- 
ance  of  the  free  mason  Morgan  in  the  autumn 
CgJ  of  1826,  with  the  uprising  against  the  masoni. 

fraternity  which  his  mysterious  fate  provluced. 
No  other  event,  therefore,  more  fairly  demands  a chapter 
in  the  history  of  the  region  where  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  affair  occurred.  These  circumstances 
are  even  now  a subject  of  controversy,  from  whic  h we 
carefully  refrain,  while  giving  the  facts  as  nearly  as  they 
can  lie  ascertained.  Our  narrative  is  based  largely  u'pon 
an  account  conq'iled  from  the  official  reports  ot  the  tri.ii' 
for  the  abduction  of  .Morgan,  by  a gentleman  who  thought 
it  must  be  a.dmitled  that  those  who  believe  the  tintiMtnn- 
ate  man  was  muidered  “ base  their  conclusion  upon  | 
sumptive  e\idem  e of  a nature  which  is  by  no  me, ms  < -jn- 
ciusive.” 

Willi.im  Morgan  w.tsTiving  at  B.itavia  during  the  sum- 
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liKT  and  part  of  the  autmin  of  1826.  Ke  was  a native  of 
\'irginia,  and  is  represmted  to  have  been  a man  of  in- 
difterent  < harai:ter  and  very  poor.  'I'he  latter  fact  is 
suggested  as  [lerhaps  the  chief  consideration  which  led 
him  to  determine  uinm  the  publication  of  the  secrets  of  I 
the  masonic  fraternity,  of  which  he  was  a member  1 
in  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  The  design  becoming  i 
known  in  the  summer  of  1826  strenuous  efforts  were  1 
made  by  the  free  masO'TjS  with  whom  he  had  affiliated  to 
prevent  the  intended  publication.  A stranger  obtained  | 
an  introduction  to  .Morgan,  and  on  pretense  of  wishing  to  i 
buy  an  interest  in  his  proposed  book  tried  to  get  posses-  j 
sion  of  the  manuscript  he  had  written.  I 

The  revelation  was  to  be  gotten  out  by  a Batavia  print-  j 
er  named  Miller.  Tiiis  was  understood,  and  Miller’s  | 
office  took  fire  under  circumstances  indicating  an  incen- 
diary attempt.  On  the  12th  of  September  Miller  himself 
was  arrested  at  Batavia  by  a constable  named  Jesse 
French,  on  a justice’s  warrant  issued  by  one  Bartow, of  Le 
Roy.  Roswell  Wilcox  and  James  Hurlbut  accompanied 
the  constable  and  his  prisoner  to  Le  Roy,  and  their  car- 
riage was  followed  by  a crowd  who  seem  to  have  under- 
stood the  signifigance  of  the  arrest.  At  Stafford  Miller 
was  taken  into  the  masonic  lodgeroom,  where,  it  is  said,  ^ 
an  c*rmed  assemblage  tried  to  frighten  him  into  agreeing 
to  deliver  up  tli-'  obnoxious  manuscript.  A company  of  I 
his  friends  outside,  however,  made  demonstrations  which 
led  to  his  being  brought  out  and  carried  on  to  Le  Roy, 
whither  the  crowd  followed.  There  was  no  case  against 
the  prisoner,  and  he  was  immediately  disch.arged,  and 
escorted  back  to  Batavia  by  his  partisans.  In  turn, French, 
Wilco.x  and  Hurlbut  were  tried  for  false  imprisonment, 
riot,  and  assault  and  battery,  and  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment for  twelve,  six  and  three  months  respectively.  | 

On  Sunday,  September  loth,  Ebenezer  C.  Kingsley 
obtained  from  Justice  Jeffrey  Chipman,  of  Canandaigua, 
a warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Morgan  on  a charge  of  having 
stolen  a shirt  and  cravat,  which  Kingsley  had  in  fact  lent  ' 
him.  On  this  warrant  .Morgan  was  arrested  the  next  day 
at  Batavia,  and  taken  in  a public  coach  to  Canandaigua. 
The  charge  against  him  was  not  sustained  and  he  was 
promj)tly  discharged.  He  was  immediately  re-arrested,  j 
however,  on  a civil  suit  for  §2,  the  amount  of  a tavern  bill  ' 
against  him,  held  l)v  one  Ackley,  which  the  latter  had  as- 
signed  to  Nicholas  G.  Cheesebro,  the  master  of  a masonic 
lodge  at  Canandaigua.  A judgment  was  given  against 
Morgan,  to  satisfy  which  he  offered  his  coat.  The  offer 
was  refused  and  the  unfortunate  man  was  lodged  in  the  i 
( Inlario  county  jail.  j 

This  was  in  the  evening  of  the  iith.  Twenty-four  ' 
liours  later  members  of  the  masonic  fraternity  called  at  l 
the  jail,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  jailor  advised  his  wife 
to  release  Morgan,  telliiig  her  the  judgment  against  him 
iiad  been  paid  by  one  laston  Lawson.  'I'he  prisoner  was 
accordingly  liberated,  but  on  reaching  the  street  he  w.’s 
suddenly  seized,  thrust  into  a ( lose  carriage  in  waiting, 
gagged  and  bound  and  driven  rapidly  out  of  the  village  to 
the  westward.  His  fellow  jrassengers  were  three  free  ' 

m.iMms,  one  of  wIkmu  was  Lawson.  This  man  subse-  j 


(luently  testified  that  it  iiad  been  decided  upon  by  ihie 
fraternity  that  Morgan  must  be  seiiarated  from  .Miller and 
his  other  friends  at  Batavia;  th.it  on  being  put  into  the 
carriage  he  at  first  struggled  and  called  out,  and  once 
afterward  shouted  “Murder!”  but  otherwise  was  <|uiei 
and  admitted  his  error,  and  that  it  was  best  he  should 
leave  .Miller  and  not  publish  his  intended- revelations.  In 
this  frame  of  mind  he  was  taken  through  Rochester  and 
west  on  the  Ridge  road.  It  is  stated  that  none  but  masons 
were  allowed  to  communicate  with  the  occupants  of  the 
carriage.  No  noise  was  heard  from  it  except  at  one 
point.  The  Ridge  road  was  followed  to  Lewiston,  and 
thence  the  carriage  passed  down  the  Niagara  river  to 
Fort  Niagara.  On  reaching  the  fort  the  driver  was  told 
to  stop  near  the  graveyard.  Here  the  passengers  got  out 
and  entered  the  enclosure,  and  the  coachman  was  dis- 
missed. This  was  near  midnight  of  the  13th. 

For  some  days  before,  according  to  testimony  in  court, 
preparations  had  been  making  for  the  reception  of  the 
kidnapped  man,  and  he  was  now  taken  into  the  fort, 
blindfolded  and  pinioned,  and  thrown  into  the  magazine, 
where  he  was  confined  until  the  19th.  He  was  quite 
“noisy”  at  first,  and  prominent  masons  tried  to  “quiet  ” 
him.  Captain  James  A'an  Cleve  makes  the  following 
statement  bearing  upon  this  stage  of  the  affair; 

“ In  September,  1826,  many  free  masons  came  up  the 
lake  on  board  the  steamer  ‘ Ontario  ’ [on  which  Van 
Cleve  was  clerk]  from  Rochester,  to  jiarticipate  in  the  in- 
stallation of  Colonel  William  King  as  knight  templar 
at  Lewiston.  On  the  steamer’s  return  she  landed  by  re- 
quest; at  the  government  wharf  at  Fort  Niagara,  and 
many  masons  went  into  the  fort  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
William  Morgan,  who  was  then  confined  there  by  the 
masons.  Colonel  Samuel  Denison,  the  managing  owner 
of  the  ‘Ontario,’  who  was  a mason,  told  me  at  tlie  time 
that  he  was  requested  to  go  into  the  fort  and  see  Morgan, 
but  he  declined,  believing  such  high-handed  measures  in 
violation  of  the  law  would  in  the  end  lead  to  much  trou- 
ble, which  proved  true.” 

Morgan  was  constantly  visited,  as  witnesses  represent- 
ed, and  threatened,  to  make  him  tell  where  and  how  his 
manuscript  could  be  obtained.  He  begged  to  see  his 
wife  and  children.  He  is  reported  to  have  said  several 
times  that  he  would  rather  stay  in  the  magazine  than  be 
bled  to  death  by  the  doctor  ; this  was  thought  to  indicate 
that  his  reason  was  giving  way  ; it  is  not  known  that  any 
doctor  had  anything  to  do  wit’n  him. 

Consultations  were  heki  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
man,  as  he  proved  obdurate  on  the  subject  of  his  revela- 
tions. 'I'hree  pro])Ositions  were  discussed,  if  our  au- 
thorit)-  may  be  trusted,  namely,  to  settle  him  on  a tarm 
in  Canada,  to  hand  him  over  to  the  masonic  commander 
of  a British  man-of-war  at  Montreal  or  Quebec,  and  to 
drown  him  in  the  ri\er.  M.isons  who  admitted  ha\inc 
l).uticip,iled  in  these  discussions  declared  that  th.ey  stren- 
uously opposed  the  last  suggestion,  even  to  the  point  ' t 
high  words  and  a (luarrel. 

On  the  19th  of  .^eiitember  Morgan  disappeared.  No 
one'  who  '^■.^s  sMorn  at  the  trials  few  his  abduetam  was  at 
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the  magazine  when  the  wretched  man  left  it,  nor,  as  they 
claimed,  could  they  ascertain  his  fate. 

When  the  foregoing  facts  came  out  the  conclusion  that 
Morgan  was  drowned  in  the  Niagara  naturally  |)re\ailed, 
and  the  river  was  dragged  for  his  body,  but  to  no  ellect. 

A little  more  than  a year  after  his  disappearance  a corpse 
was  found  op  the  lake  shore  in  Carlton,  Orleans  county. 

A coroner’s  jury  pronounced  it  that  of  an  “ unknown 
person  ; but  the  anti-masons,  suspecting  that  it  was  the 
body  of  Morgan,  had  it  exhumed  and  procured  another 
inquest  and  a verdict  in  accordance  with  their  belief,  on 
the  strength  of  which  the  remains  were  conveyed  to  Ba- 
tavia and  buried.  Thurlow  Weed,  who  was  one  of  the 
anti-masonic  leaders,  was  among  those  examined  at  this 
incjuest.  It  is  charged  that  certain  persons,  politically 
interested  in  promoting  the  belief  that  Morgan  was 
drowned,  manipulated  the  body  so  as  to  increase  its  re- 
semblance to  him,  one  of  them  making  the  remark,  which 
became  part  of  the  political  slang  of  the  day,  that  it  was  i 
“a  good  enough  Morgan  till  after  election.”  Additional 
information  having  been  obtained  respecting  the  body  in 
question,  one  more  inquest  was  held,  by  which  the  corpse 
was  proved  to  be  that  of  Timothy  Monroe,  a man  acci- 
dentally drowned  near  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara. 

A tremendous  excitement  of  course  followed  the  dis- 
appearance of  Morgan,  and  investigating  committees  were 
everywhere  appointed.  Eli  Bruce,  the  sheriff  of  Niagara 
county;  the  commandant  of  Fort  Niagara,  and  several 
oiher  prominent  masons  were  tried  at  Lockport  and  Can- 
andaigua for  abduction  or  kidnapping,  and  one  or  two 
were  convicted.  Others  escaped  by  the  refusal  of  wit- 
nesses to  testify.  Prominent  and  previously  respectable 
citizens  were  seen  in  the  attitude  of  refusing  to  give  evi- 
dence lest  it  should  criminate  themselves.  Eli  Bruce  was 
fined  and  imprisoned  for  contumacy,  and  deposed  from 
his  office  by  the  governor.  The  trials,  some  of  which  j 
were  conducted  by  Judges  Nelson,  Marcy  and  Throop,  i 
and  the  ablest  counsel  that  could  be  obtained,  occurred  i 
during  four  or  five  years  after  the  event  that  origin- 
ated them,  and  perpetuated  and  intensified  the  interest 
which  the  disappear.ance  of  Morgan  and  the  alleged  cir- 
cumstances of  course  created. 

The  hostility  of  feeling  between  masons  and  anti- 
masons was  of  the  bitterest  descrijition.  The  dividing 
line  ran  through  families  and  churches,  and  no  relation  | 

was  too  intimate  or  sacred  to  be  disturbed  by  the  agita-  | 

tion.  Even  the  boys  in  the  streets  took  sides,  and  while  j 
their  elders  bandied  hot  words  they  satisfied  themselves  i 
only  by  throwing  stones.  The  masonic  fraternity  through- 
out a large  section  of  the  country  was  threatened  with 
destruction,  many  lodges  being  su  weakened  by  with- 
ilrawals  and  lack  of  ap[)lirations  for  membership  as  to 
be  disbanded  for  years,  if  not  |iermanently.  ! 

The  most  notable  effect  of  the  agitation  was  the  rise 
.Tiui  1 art.-er  of  the  .\nti- M asonic  p,irtv,  which  inunedi-  | 
ately  controlled  local  elet  turns  and  ulliiu.Uel}  made  itself 
lelt  on  a far  wider  scale.  This  plmse  of  the  subject  the  , 

writer  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  the  sub-  ' 

stance  of  this  clnrpter  sums  up  by  saying  that  " at  this  ! 

t 

I 
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time  [1S26],  when  the  politics  of  the  nation  were  in  bitter 
and  vehement  controversy  between  the  adherents  of 
General  J-ackson  on  one  side  and  the  Republicans  (desig- 
nated in  New  York  as  Clintonians  and  Bucktails  , the  new 
jiarty  of  anti-masonry  subdivided  and  distracted  all  other 
parties,  and  drew  thousands  of  adherents  from  them  all; 
that  in  the  election  of  1829  its  candidate  for  State  sena- 
tor in  the  Vlllth  district  of  New  York  was  elected  bv 
the  unprecedented  majority  of  8,000;  that  in  the  general 
election  of  1830,  in  a [toll  of  250,000  votes,  it  failed  to 
elevate  its  candidate  to  the  executive  chair  by  barelv 
8,000,  and  in  the  election  of  1832  in  the  same  State,  in 
a poll  of  320,000,  it  was  defeated  by  less  than  io,oco 
majority;  that  it  diffused  itself  like  wildfire  throughout 
the  neighboring  States,  carrying  its  candidate  into  the 
gubernatorial  chair  in  Pennsylvania  in  1835,  and  develop- 
ing an  astonishing  degree  of  strength  in  previous  vear^ 
in  Ohio,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Vermont,  in 
which  latter  State  it  was  triumphant  for  three  years; 
and  finally  that  this  unprecedented  outbreak  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  found  voice  in  a national  convention  in 
1831,  putting  forth  the  most  stringent  resolutions  against 
the  institution  of  free  masonry  as  a platform,  and 
nominating  candidates  upon  it  who  in  the  States  named 
received  a large  support,  and  who  in  the  electoral  col- 
lege had  the  seven  electoral  votes  of  Yermont.” 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


OLD-TI.ME  STAGE  LINES  ON  THE  RIDGE  ROAD  — RAILR-.'AD 
HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY. 


HE  dependence  for  public  conveyance  previous 
to  the  completion  of  the  canal  was  the  staircs 
121  1\  running  west  from  Canandaigua,  either  to 
' Buffalo  direct  or  by  way  of  the  Ridge  road. 

Lewiston  and  Niagara  Falls.  The  latter 
route  was  established  in  1S16.  It  was  controlled 
^ itP’  atone  time  by  brothers  named  Coe.living  at  Burta- 
lo  and  Canandaigua, and  at  another  by  parties  of  the  t-.ame 
of  Hildreth.  These  stages  ran  one  each  way  e'cry  day 
and  did  a roaring  business,  which  was  somewhat  impair-,  d 
bv  the  completion  of  the  canal  and  the  establisl'uuent  ^'t 
the  packet  lines.  In  their  palmy  days  they  were  a'0'..;-> 
full,  inside  and  out,  of  emigrants,  business  men,  and  tour- 
ists on  the  way  to  Niagara  Falls,  who  would  go  we't  ::  ... 
Canandaigua  by  the  Ridge  road  and  return  :‘rom  1' 
direct,  via  Batavia,  or  t'/iC  :crs<i.  The  Coe  coaches  " 
met  at  \Vright’s  Corners  bv  a wagon  from  Lockport.  'r.cg 
ing  mail  and  passengers  for  the  stage  line.  'I  iu  \ 
kept  running  u[i  to  about  1S50.  Passengers  j d : r-' 
sec  ond  cl.iss  Lire,  the  former  onlv  being  a^sun.  : 


seats,  of  which  there  were  enough  for  twelv  e pe; 
winter  a rectangular  box  on  bobs  took  the  ] !.u  • t ’ 

wheeled  coaches.  These  stages  ran  every  day  in  tiie  v\c-.  s 
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In  iS.’S  .1  numlri-r  oi  ufjStliy  j^cntlemen,  principally  of 
Kui  hcslcr,  rc;^ri.liln^  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath  involv- 
eil  in  coa<  hine  t)n  Smnla),  established  an  opj)osit:on  Ime 
to  nin  on  week  days  only,  whic  h they  t ailed  the  Pioneer 
line.  '1  heir  route  left  the  Ridge  roatl  at  \\  right’s  Cor- 
ners for  I,o(  k|)ort,  where  “Oid  ” Hersey’s  coffee  house, 
which  is  still  stamling  in  West  Main  street,  was  the  stop- 
|iing  i)lace;  thence  it  continued  west  to  Niagara  Falls, 
and  so  to  Buffalo.  The  st.ages  of  this  line  aimetl  to  leave 
\\  right’s  for  the  east  at  a different  hour  from  the  Coes', 
bdtli  to  secure  a larger  share  of  passengers  and  to  avoid 
running  in  companx  with  their  rixals.  When  they  did 
fall  in  with  each  other  the  drivers  had  a warof  words,  anti 
siunetimes  raced  their  four-horse  teams  at  the  top  of  their 
speed,  which  the  imperfect  finish  of  the  road  made  a 
dangerous  proceeding.  The  Coe  line  lowered  its  rates, 
and  the  other  failing  to  get  the  mail  contract,  succumbed 
to  the  competition  and  went  down  after  running  about 
two  years. 

At  times,  especially  in  the  season  of  visiting  Niagara 
Falls,  neither  line  could  accommodate  the  tide  of  travel 
with  its  regular  coaches  alone;  both  turned  out  e.xtra 
teams  and  wagons,  and  eight  or  ten  stages  of  various  sorts, 
heavily  loaded,  sometimes  went  west  in  a day. 

Gaines,  Cfrleans  county,  was  a place  for  changing  teams 
and  getting  refreshments.  The  stopping  place  was  the 
old  Mansion  House,  which  was  succeeded  by  the  Gaines 
House.  Gaines  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
Albany  by  stage,  and  the  trip  reiyuired  about  forty-three 
hours,  including  stoi>s. 

With  the  advent  of  railroads  the  glory  of  the  stage 
and  packet  lines  departed.  Several  roads  were  construct- 
ed about  the  same  time,  making  the  three  or  four  vears 
beginning  with  1835  an  era  of  pioneer  railroad  building 
in  America.  lit  1835  the  Lockport  afd  Niagara  Falls 
company  began  the  construction  of  its  line.  The  road 
started  at  the  corner  of  Chapel  and  East  Market  streets, 
in  L.ockport,  and  running  southwesterly  a short  distance 
turned  across  the  canal  at  Cady's  boat-yard,  and  by  a grade 
which  is  still  traceable  reached  the  end  of  Glenwood  street. 
Along  that  street,  which  was  originally  grailed  for  the  rail- 
road, it  wound  its  way  u[>  the  mountain  side,  and  after 
turning  to  the  south  to  pass  the  head  of  the  gorge  a mile 
west  of  I.ockiiorl  it  bore  away  to  the  northwest  thremgh 
Pekin  and  nearlv  to  Lewiston,  and  then  turned  up  to  what 
is  now  Suspension  Bridge,  whence  it  ran  to  the  Falls  along 
the  cliff  that  overlooks  the  Niagara  river.  The  track  con- 
noted of  o.ak  “mudoills,”  two  and  a h.alf  inches  bv  twelve, 
l.iid  lengthwise  of  the  ro.ad,  with  the  ties  restitig  across 
them,  .111(1  upon  the  ties  four  by  six  inch  oak  timbers,  on 
w!ii(h  were  spiked  bands  or  strajis  of  iron.  These  irons 
h.id  a tendency  to  work  loose  at  the  ends  atul  turn  u[), 
lori'.img  " snakeheads,”  as  they  were  called,  which  were 
re.idy  to  catch  in  the  bottotn  of  a t ar.  spearing  the  pas- 
sengers atid  tlirowitig  it  off  the  track.  The  ( aro  ivere 
-null  .tlfairs  with  four  wheels,  holditig  either  .sixteen  or 
iweni\  -loiir  [lerson.s,  those  of  the  former  cl  tss  being  di\  i- 

ded  into  two  atid  the  others  itito  th  ree  (omp.iriments,  with 

se.ils  rimmng  a(  ross,  st.ige  co.tch  i.ishion,  The\  were 


drawn  for  about  two  years  by  horses,  when  light  locomo- 
tives came  into  use.  They  often  had  diftu  ulty  in  siir- 
moitnting  the  stiff  grade  which  they  encountered  in  leav- 
ing Lockport. 

Meetings  were  held  at  Lockport  in  1S35  in  favor  of  the 
construction  of  railroads  to  Batavia  and  Buffalo,  but 
I nothing  was  done.  The  next  enterprise  of  the  kind  in 
this  region  was  the  building  of  a horse-car  line  from  .Me- 
j dina,  Orleans  county,  to  Akron,  Erie  county,  in  1836  by 
i the  Medina  and  Darien  Railroad  Company.  It  was  op- 
erated but  a short  time,  as  it  did  not  pay,  and  the  track 
. was  taken  up.  In  the  same  year  enterprising  Medina 
' took  measures  for  the  building  of  a railroad  to  the  mouth 
of  f)ak  Orchard  creek.  The  Medina  and  Ontario  Rail- 
road Company  was  incorporated  for  that  [lurpose,  but  tlie 
line  was  never  built.  The  history  of  the  Batavia,  Albion 
and  Oak  Orchard  Railroad  scheme  of  1875  is  e([ually 
brief. 

In  July,  1836,  the  Falls  Journal  announced 

that  the  road  from  Lockport  to  that  place  was  rapidly 
approaching  completion,  and  that  the  Buffalo  and  Niagara 
Falls  Railroad  was  in  a similar  forward  slate,  cars  being 
then  running  on  some  part  of  it.  It  was  expected  that 
the  track  from  the  Falls  to  Schlosser  and  from  Black  Rock 
to  Buffalo  would  be  in  use  by  the  first  of  August,  with  a 
steamboat  completing  the  connection  by  several  trips 
i daily;  and  that  both  roads  would  be  ready  for  the  track 
! throughout  in  September.  The  Buffalo  road  had  been  sur- 
veyed in  1834,  and  the  gra.ding  [>artially  done  in  1S33. 
The  track,  which  was  laid  in  1836,  was  similar  to  that  of 
the  Lockport  and  Niagara  Falls  road,  consisting  of  two- 
inch  plank  laid  lengthwnse  as  sleepers,  ties  resting  on 
them  three  feet  aj>art,  and  across  these  and  sunk  into 
them  for  security;  four  by  six  inch  oak  scantling,  tliirtv, 
thirty-three,  thirty-six  or  thirty-nine  feet  in  length,  on 
which  flat  rails  of  iron,  half  an  inch  thick  and  two  and  a 
half  wide,  were  fastened  by  spikes  driven  about  .hfteen 
inches  apart.  The  frost  heaved  up  this  track  so  badly 
as  to  make  it  unsafe  for  engines  in  winter,  and  horses 
were  then  used  to  draw  the  cars.  About  1844  the  road 
' was  reconstructed,  the  route  being  also  slightly  changed, 
i Heavier  rails  were  laid,  on  white  oak  ties.  The  cars 
! were  like  those  above  described,  the  conductor  collecting 
; fares  by  passing  along  outside  on  a narrow  platform. 

I Tiie  first  conductor  was  Samuel  Hamlin,  and  the  first  bag- 
! gage  master  George  Hamlin. 

i In  the  latter  part  of  August  the  Buffalo  Courirr  an- 
nounced that  the  first  locomotive  had  just  been  put  on 
the  track  between  Tonawand.i  and  Black  Rock,  and  a 
! speed  of  about  fifteen  miles  'per  Iiour  attained.  Tlie 
i part  from  Tonawanda  to  the  Falls  was  not  then  finished, 
but  must  have  been  soon  alter.  The  first  engine  was  the 
“ Little  Buffalo,”  and  the  next  the  “ Niagara.”  The  lir>t 
was  run  by  one  Ford,  and  the  other  by  an  engineer  n.nned 
B.irney. 

( )ii  the  loth  o!  Dei  ember,  1S30.  the  Rc'chcsit  r.  I ■ 
port  and  Niagara  FalL  Railroad  L'cmiicmy  wa^- org.mi.'ed. 

1 It  bought  out  the  Lockport  and  Niag.ira  Falls  < onijianc 
in  1851,  and  tlie  latter's  tra.  k was  ab.indoncd  and  t.'.k>  n 
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up.  Local  subscriptions  were  made  along  the  ])ro[)Osed 
line  amounting  to  §’25,000.  The  first  board  of  directors 
.(insisted  of  Joseph  H.  Varnum  and  F^dward  W'hiteliouse. 

Ne'v  ^’ork;  Watts  Sherman,  of  Albany;  Freeman 
l larke,  Silas  O.  Smith  and  .\.  Hoody,  of  Ror  hester;  Alex- 
is Ward  and  Roswell  W.  Burrows,  ot  .\lbion;  and  FJias 
|{,  Holmes,  of  Brockport.  Mr.  Varnum  was  elected  pres- 
ident, Mr.  Ward  vice-president,  and  Mr.  Clarke  treas- 
urer. The  directors  and  a tew  others  passed  over  the 
road  June  25th,  1852,  and  regular  trains  began  running 
on  the  30th.  The  first  one  between  Ro<  hester  and  Lock- 
port  was  cirawn  by  the  engine  “ N iagara,”  and  made  lifty 
miles  per  hour  part  of  the  way.  The  new  road  and  the 
other  lines  running  through  central  and  western  New 
York  were  consolidated.  May  7th,  1853,  to  form  the  New 
York  ('entral.  d'he  branch  from  I.ockport  junction  to 
I'onawanda  was  built  by  the  Rochester,  I.ockport  and 
Niagara  Falls  Company  in  1852,  and  opened  in  Janu- 
•iry,  1853. 

At  the  same  time  with  the  Central  there  was  organized 
a company  which  built  the  Canandaigua  and  Niagara  F alls 
Railroad.  The  line  was  opened  to  the  F’alls  July  ist, 
1S53,  and  to  Suspension  Bridge  October  ist,  1854. 
.March  22nd,  1857,  it  was  bought  by  James  M.  Brown 
and  other  parties  in  Europe,  to  whom  it  was  heavily 
mortgaged,  who  changed  the  name  to  Niagara  Bridge  and 
Canandaigua  Railroad,  and  immediately  leased  it  for 
ninety-nine  years  to  the  Central  company,  which  changed 
Us  original  broad  gauge  to  the  standard  gauge  of  four  feet, 
i-ight  and  a half  inches.  The  first  president  of  the  road 
was  a Mr.  Bond,  of  Honeyoye  Falls;  and  the  first  super- 
intendent, Mr.  Lapham,  of  Canandaigua. 

The  Suspension  Bridge  and  FIrie  June  tion  branch  of 
the  F'.rie  railway,  from  Buifalo  to  Suspension  Bridge,  was 
built  in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1870  and  1871.  F'reight 
trains  were  run  over  the  road  in  the  winter  of  1870-1. 
rile  road  was  not  formally  opened  for  the  transaction  of 
.ill  business  until  May  15th  1871.  Passenger  trains  com- 
menced running  on  that  day.  'Phe  first  train  for  Sus- 
iieiision  Bridge  left  Buffalo  at  5.55  A.  M.,  drawn  by- 
engine  189,  with  .\.  Hale,  engineer — Kirse  fireman, 
— 1 )avis  baggageman;  — Collins  brakeman  and  I.  Wald- 
ron conductor,  and  arrived  at  Suspension  Bridge  at  7.15  A. 
.M.  'The  first  for  Buffalo  left  Sus]iension  Bridge  at  5.50 
A.  M.,  drawn  by  engine  413,  James  Cates  engineer,  .V 
I . (lire  fireman  ; — Whitman  was  baggageman,  — Decker 
br.ikeman,  and  J.  C.  Davenport  conductor.  The  train 
irrived  at  Buffalo  at  7.24  A.  M.  The  first  sujierintend- 
ciit  of  the  division  was  H.  C.  F'i>k,  of  Buffalo.  'I'he 
lufsent  superintendent  is  R.  C.  Ta_\  lor,  of  Buffalo.  Tlie 
iir-a  st.uion  agent  at  North  Tunawanda  after  the  road 
" is  oiiened  was  W.  H.  Upson,  who  is  the  present  agent. 

< hi  the  9th  of  September,  1852,  the  Niagara  Falls  ami 
I >ke  (tntario  Railro.ul  Company  was  incorporated  to 
b'uld  a line  t roll!  .Niagir  i halls  to  \ ouiiesiown.  Benjamin 
i'tiiigle  w.is  iiresidetit,  John  Porter  vice-president.  Br.ullev 
'•  i'.uis  secretary  and  William  .S.  Mallory,  tre.isiirer. 
1 his  road,  so  remarkable  for  the  anioiuu  of  rock  cutting 
n paired  in  its  construction,  ,iml  for  its  positibn  in  ji.irt  on 


I 
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a narrow  shelf  in  the  cliff  that  towers  above  the  rajml 
waters  of  the  Niagara  between  tlie  Devil's  Hole  ami  l.ew- 
iston,  was  graded  and  opened  down  to  that  village  in 
1854.  On  the  2 1st  of  ( )(  tober,  1855,  a train  was  run  over 
the  line  to  Youngstown,  and  soon  afterward  work  on  this 
part  of  the  road  was  suspended  and  the  track  taken  up. 
11. id  the  project  been  carried  forw.ird  and  the  line  put  in 
o[)eration,  \’oungstown  would  probably  have  been  the 
port  for  the  Lake  (Ontario  steamers,  and  would  have- 
taken  much  of  the  business  which  now  centers  at  Lewis- 
ton and  Niagara  Falls.  Phe  portion  of  the  road  that  was 
built  was  subseiiuently  leased  and  is  now  operated  by  the 
(Jentral  company. 

In  May,  1874,  the  “ Niagara  River  and  Air  Line  Rail- 
road Company  ” elected  directors  from  Lockport,  .Medina, 
.\lbion,  Holley,  Brockport  and  .S])encerport,  and  as  presi- 
dent J.  Helmer,  of  Lockport.  year  later  the  com- 
ji.iny  voted  to  disband. 

In  the  spring  of  1870  the  Lake  Ontario  Shore  Railroad 
Company  was  organized  at  Oswego.  The  road  which  the 
company  was  formed  to  build  was  intended  to  be  part  of 
a future  trunk  line  from  Boston  to  the  west.  The  town 
of  Rendall,  Orleans  county,  gave  its  bonds  for  ,§6o,cco 
worth  of  the  stock  ; Yates,  §100,000  ; .Somerset,  Niagara 
county,  §90,000  ; Newfane,  §88, 000  ; W ilson,  §117,000  : 
Lewiston,  §152,000.  The  work  of  construction  proceed- 
ed slowly.  Litigation  over  the  town  bonds  checked 
their  sale,  and  crippled  the  company  so  that  it  could  not 
comiiiete  the  road.  In  May,  1S74,  the  Rome,  Water- 
town  and  Ogdensburg  comiiany  assumed  the  undertaking 
The  road  was  then  principally  graded,  but  it  was  more 
than  a year  later  before  the  bridges  on  the  western  part 
of  the  line  were  finished.  The  road  through  Orleans  and 
Niagara  counties  was  graded  by  Hunter  cN  Co.  of  Ster- 
ling Valley,  Cayuga  county.  In  the  latter  part  of  July, 
1875,  the  track  was  laid  twenty  miles  west  of  the  Oene- 
see  river,  and  was  carried  through  Orleans  county  during 
the  autumn  and  to  Lewiston  in  the  following  spr.ng. 
The  first  passenger  train  ran  over  the  western  portion 
June  1 2th,  1876.  The  road  was  built  at  an  average 
cost  of  §20,000  jier  mile.  The  wrought  iron  bridge  ov  er 
Eighteen-mile  creek  rests  on  twelve  piers,  and  is  390  teet 
in  length  and  78  feet  above  the  water. 

In  1876  the  Lockport  and  Buffalo  Railroad  Company 
was  organized,  with  T.  T.  Flagler  presidem,  B.  11 
Fletcher  vice-president,  and  Elisha  .Moody,  Lewis  S. 
Bayne  and  Benjamin  Carpenter  in  the  directorshi]).  .\. 
R.  Trew  was  the  chief  engineer,  and  M.  Rally  contrai  tor. 
Lockport  gave  bonds  for  .§100,000  worth  of  the  >to<  k 
Early  in  t877  the  grading  and  bridge  building  were  >ub- 
stamiallv  finished  from  Lock[)ort  to  Tonawamla,  ami  tie- 
distributed  along  the  line.  In  that  state  the  enterpri'V 
remains,  llie  (..'entral  company  resisted  the  cro.-'sing  o' 
its  trai  k by  the  iiroposed  road,  but  was  beaten  m tl'.e 
courts.  .Vt  a meeting  of  the  stockholder^  on  the  <)th  • : 
lulv,  1877,  the  following  board  of  directors  w.i'Ui  '-.  ' 
1'.  i'.  l l.igler,  B.  11.  1 let(  her,  |.  .\.  Ward.  John  lii  .:_e. 
James  Jackson,  jr;  Benjamin  Car-penter,  Lewis  ,s.  B.ivm. 
L L.  Brevfogle,  Josi.ih  H Helmer.  Elisha  Moodv.  I ( 
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Jackson,  L.  F.  Bowen  aitd  I.  H,  Babcock. 

The  first  two  were  re-elected  president  and  vice-presi-  | 
dent,  Mr.  Ward  secretary-,  and  .Mr.  Hod;;e  treasurer.  A 
road  from  Lockport  to  Olcott  was  eonteinplaced  in  con-  , 
nection  with  the  Lockfmort  and  Battalo,  but  nothing  was 
done  toward  its  construction. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


l.\'CU)F..N  rs  OF  THE  PATRIOT  WAR THE  OLD  MILITIA  SYS- 

TEM IN  NIAGARA  COLNTV. 


-yr  is  time  we  noticed  the  so-called  “ patriot 
war  ” of  1837-8. 

In  1837  a feeble  insurrection  against  the 
government  broke  out  among  the 
Roman  Catholic  French  of  lower  Canada, 
^ and  soon  spread  to  upper  Canada.  There  were 
^ then,  as  there  always  have  been  since,  persons  on 
the  borders  of  New  York  who  imagined  the  Canadians 
to  be  an  oppressed  people,  an.xious  to  revolutionize  their 
government  and  join  the  United  States.  The  excitement 
in  this  case  infected  the  frontier  population  of  this  State, 
until  it  was  estimated  that  one-fourth  of  the  able-bodied 
men  were  “ professed  friends  and  abettors  ” of  the  in- 
surgents. Emissaries  were  sent  out  in  New  York  who 
formed  a secret  organization  by  which  the  “patriots,”  as 
they  styled  themselves,  could  be  rallied  and  handled  when 
their  services  should  be  required.  The  New  York  sym- 
pathizers with  the  insurrection  were  discountenancedb  y 
the  better  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  the  Presi- 
dent issued  a proclamation  ordering  the  preservation  of 
neutrality,  which  made  no  impression  on  the  patriots. 

By  the  middle  of  December,  1S37,  a few  hundred  of 
them,  crossing  from  Schlosser,  armed  with  weapons  fur- 
nished by  private  contribution  or  stolen  from  a State  de- 
pository— among  the  latter  a number  of  cannon — had  as- 
sembled on  Navy  Island,  preparatory  to  an  invasion  of 
the  Canadian  mainland.  They  were  led  by  one  Rensselaer 
Van  Rensselaer,  who  is  generally  said  to  have  been  a son 
of  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  though  it  is  denied 
by  Mr.  Edward  Mansfield,  author  of  ” The  Life  of  Gen- 
eral Winfield  Scott.” 

(Dn  the  apth  of  December  the  little  steam-boat  “ Caro- 
line,” belonging  to  Mr.  William  Wells,  of  Buffalo,  made 
two  or  three  trips  between  Schlosser  and  the  island,  trans- 
[lorting  men  and  munition.s  of  war  to  Van  Rensselaer’s 
camp,  and  finally  lay  up  at  the  Schlosser  landing.  'I'hat 
night  a British  party  rrosseil  the  river,  and  after  a fight 
in  whicii  one  New  York  man  was  killed  ami  .several  wouiul- 
ed,  set  lire  tt)  the  Caroline  and  cut  the  craft  loo.ie,  so  I'nai 
she  tlritted  over  the  falls,  below  w hich  the  cltarred  fra<’’- 
ments  were  afterward  found.  Some  twenty-five  men  be- 
sitle  the  crew  were  on  the  boat  at  the  time  <.«t  the  att.n  k 


and  as  part  of  them  were  missed  after  the  affair  it  was  be- 
lieved that  they  perished  in  the  burning  vessel  or  on  the 
rocks  beneath  the  fall. 

The  destruction  of  the  “ Caroline  ” was  an  authorized 
proceeding  and  a palpable  invasion  of  United  States  ter- 
ritory. As  such  it  created  the  greatest  indignation 
throughout  the  country.  A spirited  diplomatic  corres- 
pondence with  the  English  governniem  grew  out  of  it,  by 
which  the  aggrieved  party  obtained  no  redress.  Captain 
James  Van  Cleve,  of  Lewiston,  gives  us  the  following  his- 
tory of  the  “Caroline  :” 

“This  celebrated  little  steamer  was  built  in  the  citv 
of  New  York  between  the  years  1820  and  1825  by  Com- 
modore C.  Vanderbilt.  Her  engine  was  a square  low- 
pressure,  built  in  New  York.  She  was  run  for  a time  on 
Albemarle  Sound.  About  1834  she  w-as  brought  from 
Albany  through  the  Erie  Canal  to  Lake  Ontario  at  Os- 
w-ego,  and  for  a time  run  as  a ferry  boat  betw-een  Og- 
densburgh  and  Prescott,  after  w-hich  she  passed  through 
the  Welland  Canal  into  Lake  Erie.  During  the  Canadian 
rebellion  in  1837  she  w-as  running  betw-een  Buffalo  and 
Schlosser  landing.  While  on  this  route  she  w-as  taken 
in  the  night  of  the  29th  of  December  by  the  English  at 
the  dock,  set  on  fire  and  sent  over  the  falls.  During  the 
attack  on  the  boat  Mr.  Durfee,  of  Buffalo,  w-as  killed  and 
several  w-ounded.  Captain  G.  Appleby,  of  Buffalo,  w-as 
in  command  of  the  ‘ Caroline  ’ at  the  time.  Her  bow- 
sprit was  picked  up  in  the  river  at  Fort  Niagara  by 
Colonel  E.  Jew-ett,  and  presented  by  him  to  Mr.  Moly 
neux,  and  is  now-  a hitching  post  in  front  of  Molyneux’s 
tavern,  tw-elve  miles  east  of  Lew-iston  on  the  Ridge  road. 
Colonel  Jewett  died  at  Santa  Barbara,  in  California,  •a 
the  i8th  of  May,  1877,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age.” 

The  “ Caroline  ” outrage  recruited  the  ranks  of  the 
patriots  from  a better  class  of  citizens  than  had  before 
joined  them,  and  more  energetic  measures  on  the  part  of 
the  government  w'ere  necessary  to  keep  the  peace.  Gen- 
eral Scott  w-as  sent  to  the  Niagara  frontier,  whither  he 
was  accompanied  by  Governor  Marcy.  A considerable 
force  of  troops,  including  Randall’s  brigade  of  artillery, 
w-as  collected  at  Buffalo.  In  anticipation  of  another  attack 
at  Schlosser  the  army  was  marched  to  that  point  in 
January,  1838,  but  had  nothing  to  do,  and  returned  to 
Buffalo. 

.\  few  days  later  the  troops  took  position  at  Black 
Rock.  After  the  destruction  of  the  “Caroline”  the 
patriots  had  the  steamboat  “ Barcelona  ” brought  dow-n 
from  Buffalo  to  serve  as  their  ferry  boat.  General  Scott 
circumvented  them  by  hiring  the  craft  for  the  United 
States,  and  she  w-as  ordered  to  return  up  the  river  on  the 
1 6th.  The  British  authorities  w-cre  w-atching  her.  and  had 
stationed  three  armed  schooners  just  above  Grand  Island 
w-ith  a view  to  attacking  the  steamboat  as  she  passed  up. 
.\  British  land  force  was  under  arms  on  the  Canadian 
'I'ore.  Scott  had  on  the  preceding  day  w arned  the  Engli'n 
commander  that  he  was  jnepared  to  restrain  the  tillihas- 
ters  from  hostilities,  and  w-ould  consider  a fire  upon  the 
“ Barcelona  ” a breach  of  neutrality.  Tiie  warning  was  re- 
peated on  the  morning  of  the  i6th,  and  the  gener.il  had 
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now  drawn  uj)  hi^  men  and  planted  his  cannon  on  the  New 
York  bank.  'Lire  giiiners  had  their  matches  lig.hted  to 
ai'i'lyif  the  liriti-ih  fued  on  the  ascending  vessel.  Tliey 
did  not,  and  an  inteniational  war  was  as  narrowly  avoided 
as  ever  in  the  history  .o>t  the  world. 

On  the  previous  day  Van  Rensselaer,  seeing  that  he 
should  lose  the  “ Bareelona,"  gave  up  trying  to  maintain 
himself  on  the  island,  under  a cannonade  from  the  Cana- 
dian mainland,  and  3tis  party  retired  to  the  New  York 
shore  and  disj)ersed.  They  gave  up  their  cannon  to  the 
State  authorities,  but  five  of  the  guns  were  returned  to  a 
delegation  of  another  party  of  patriots  on  their  presenting 
a forged  order  purjiorting  to  be  signed  by  General  Scott 
to  Colonel  Harry  B.  Ransom,  who  had  the  artillery  in  his 
charge  at  Tonawanda,  where  he  was  stationed  with  a body 
of  militia.  The  fillibusters  were  soon  scattered,  however, 
by  a United  States  marshal,  and  the  cannon  once  more 
restored  to  their  rightful  owner.  The  insurrection  in 
Canada  was  soon  crushed.  William  Lyon  Mackenzie, 
the  leader,  escaped  to  New  York,  and  a requisition  for 
his  surrender  was  disregarded  by  Governor  Marcy. 

One  of  the  ever  to  be  remembered  institutions  in  the 
earlier  history  of  this  section  was  the  militia.  There  are 
few  incidents  of  any  nature  that  are  recounted  with  more 
pleasure  by. the  old  men  or  listened  to  more  attentively 
by  the  rising  generation  than  those  of  the  memorable 
drills  and  musters.  The  militia  consisted  of  all  the  able- 
bodied  white  male  citizens  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five.  State  officers,  clergymen,  school  teachers 
and  some  others  when  actively  employed,  %vere  e.xempt 
from  military  duty.  Students  in  colleges  or  academies, 
employees  on  coasting  vessels  and  in  certain  factories, 
and  members  of  fire  companies  w'ere  also  exempt,  except 
in  cases  of  insurrection  or  invasion.  Persons  whose  only 
bar  to  military  service  was  religious  scruples  could  pur- 
chase exemption  for  a stated  sum  annually.  The  major- 
general,  brigade-inspector  and  chief  of  the  staff  depart- 
ment, except  the  adjutant  and  commissary  generals,  were 
appointed  by  the  State.  Colonels  were  chosen  by  the 
captains  and  subalterns  of  their  regiments,  and  these 
latter  by  the  written  ballots  of  their  respective  regiments 
and  separate  battalions.  The  commanding  officers  of 
regiments  or  battalions  appointed  their  staff  officers. 
EAery  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  was  obliged 
to  equip  and  uniform  himself,  and  perform  military  duty 
fifteen  years  from  his  enrollment,  after  which  he  was  ex- 
empt, except  in  cases  of  insurrection  or  invasion.  A non- 
commissioned officer,  however,  could  get  excused  from 
duty  in  seven  years,  by  furnishing  himself  with  certain 
specified  ecpiipments,  other  than  those  required  by  law. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  commanding  officer  of  each  com- 
pany to  enroll  all  military  subjects  within  the  limits  of 
his  jurisdiction,  and  they  must  eijuip  themselves  within 
si.x  months  after  being  notified. 

Gii  the  first  Moml.iy  in  .September  of  each  \ear,  every 
company  of  the  militia  was  obliged  to  assemble  within  its 
geographical  limits  for  training.  One  day  in  each  year, 
between  the  ist  of  Sei)tember  and  the  151I1  of  October, 
•it  a [ilace  tlesigmUed  by  the  commaiulcr  of  thi.'  ijrig.uie. 


the  regiment  was  directed  to  assemble  for  a general  train- 
ing. All  the  officers  of  each  regiment  or  battalion  were 
required  to  rendezvous  two  days  in  succession  in  June, 
July  or  .Vugust,  for  drill  under  the  brigade-ins[)ector. 
A colonel  also  appointed  a day  for  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers and  musicians  of  his  regiment  to  meet  for  drill,  the 
day  after  tlie  last  mentioned  gathering  being  generally 
selected.  Each  militiaman  was  personally  notified  of  an 
approaching  muster,  by  a non-commissioned  officer  bear- 
ing a warrant  from  the  commandant  of  his  company;  or 
he  might  be  summoned  without  a warrant  by  a commis- 
sioned officer,  either  by  visit  or  letter.  A failure  to  ap- 
pear, or  to  bring  the  necessary  equipments,  resulted  in  a 
court  martial  and  a fine,  unless  a good  excuse  could  be 
given;  delin([uents  who  could  not  pay  were  imprisoned 
in  the  county  jail.  When  a draft  was  ordered  for  public 
service  it  was  made  by  lot  in  each  company,  which  was 
ordered  out  on  parade  for  that  purpose. 

“ General  training  ” was  usually  regarded  as  a pleasant 
occasion  by  the  men,  as  it  gave  them  a chance  to  meet 
many  acquaintances;  and  was  the  holiday  of  the  year  for 
the  boys.  Provided  with  a few  pennies  to  buy  the  inev- 
itable ginger  bread  from  the  inevitable  peddler,  they  were 
happier  than  the  lads  of  to-day  would  be  with  shillings  to 
spend  among  the  greatest  variety  of  knicknacks.  The 
place  of  meeting  and  the  extent  of  the  parade  ground 
were  designated  by  the  commanding  officer.  The  sale  of 
spirituous  liquors  on  the  ground  could  only  be  carried  on 
by  permission  of  the  same  official.  Total  abstinence  was 
not  the  rule,  however,  on  such  occasions;  and  an  officer 
who  had  the  right  to  throw  away  the  contents  of  a i>ri- 
vate  bottle  did  not  always  practice  such  extravagant 
wastefulness,  particularly  if  fond  of  the  “critter,”  being 
persuaded  that  if  spared  some  of  the  beverage  would  ul- 
timately find  Its  way  down  his  own  throat. 

Of  general  trainings,  a veteran  of  those  days  writes  as 
follows  ; “.Ylthough  the  companies  exhibited  the  elite  of 
our  regimental  splendors,  glittering  with  tinsel  and  fiaunt- 
ing  with  feathers,  a more  heterogeneous  and  unsoidierh 
parade  could  scarcely  be  imagined.  There  were  the 
elect  from  the  mountains,  who  sometimes  inarched  to  the 
rendezvous  barefoot,  carrying  their  boots  and  soldier 
clothes  in  a bundle — the  ambitious  cobblers,  tailor.--,  and 
plough-boys  from  cross-road  hamlets  and  remote  rural 
districts,  short,  tall,  fat,  skinny,  bow-legged,  sheevi- 
shanked,  cock-eyed,  hump-shouldered,  and  sway-b.icked — 
eiiuipjied  by  art  as  economically,  awkwardly,  and  variooiy 
as  they  were  endowed  by  nature,  uniformed  in  contem]  t 
of  all  uniformity,  armed  with  old  flint-lock  muskets, 
horsemen's  carbines,  long  squirrel  rifles,  double-barrelled 
shot-guns,  bell-muzzled  blunderbusses,  with  side-arms  of 
as  many  different  ))atterns,  from  the  old  dragoon  s.d're 
that  had  belonged  to  Harry  Lee's  Legion,  to  the  slmi 
basket-hilted  rapier  which  had  [)robablv  grai'eii  the  th.,,h 
of  some  of  our  French  allies  in  the  Rt.-\-olution.  l . e 
officer--  of  the  volunteer  com]i.mie.s.  oti  :'-e  ' r 

were  gener.div  selected  for  their  handsome  ,ippe.i:.ou  ■ 
and  m.irtial  bearing,  and  shone  with  a (.ertain,  e!eg.m<  e n! 
equipment,  i ,u  h in  the  uniform  pert.uning  to  his  lomp.inv. 
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IirSTORV  OF  NIACrARA  COUN'TV,  NFAV  YORK. 


I (S 


riu-re  was  also  a sprinkling  of  ■e.v-vetcrans  of  1812.  rc(  og- 
ni.'.sMo  liy  a ( (.Tlain  martinet  i>recision  in  their  ikport- 
im  nt,  ami  a shadow  of  contempt  for  their  enide  ( omrade-', 
hill  ipiH  k to  resent  any  extraneous  comment  derogatory  | 
to  the  sersice.  A city  dandy  who  undertook  to  ridicule  i 
the  old  fashioned  way  in  which  some  officers  carried  their  ' 
swords,  was  silenced  by  the  snappish  reply;  “ \’oung  man, 

I’ve  seen  the  best  troops  of  Oreat  Britain  beaten  by  men  j 
who  carried  their  swords  that  way.’  'I'his  harlequinade  ol 
equipment,  costume,  and  character  was  duly'  paraded 
twice  a day,  marched  through  the  streets,  and  put  through 
its  mano?u\  res  on  the  green  commons  adjoining  the  vil- 
lage, much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  emancijiated  school- 
boys, ragamuffins,  idlers,  tavern-keepers,  and  cake  and 
beer  vendors,  and  somewhat,  perhaps,  to  the  weariness  ; 
of  industrious  mechanics  who  had  ajiprentices  to  man- 
,age,  and  busy  housewives  who  depended  on  small  boys 
for  help.” 

The  militia  history  of  Niagara  county  is  much  the 
same  as  that  of  other  localities,  and  its  beginning  dates 
back  to  an  early  day.  From  1830  to  i860  the  militia  was 
an  institution  in  this  section.  As  early  as  1835  it  is  said 
there  were  three  regiments  in  the  county,  though  it  is  i 
not  probable  that  there  were  more  than  a few  hundred  i 
men  in  each.  -Among  other  early  organizations  of  this  ! 
kind  may  be  mentioned  a company  under  command  of 
Captain  Woodward,  and  Cajitain  Mapes’s  independent 
company  of  Lockport. 

'I'he  older  residents  of  the  county  remember  the  sixty- 
sixth  regifnent,  made  up  of  soldiers  from  all  parts  of  the 
county,  many  of  whom  had  been  members  of  the  earlier  1 
regiments,  which  had  been  disbanded  in  consequence  of  ' 
changes  in  the  militia  laws.  The  date  of  the  organization 
and  the  names  of  the  first  officers  of  this  regiment  are  not 
accessible.  One  of  the  early  commanding  officers  was 
Colonel  formerly  Captain  ' Isaac  Mapes,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Colonel  Brown,  with  Solomon  B.  Moore  as 
lieutenant-colonel  and  Peter  Ciriner  as  major.  The  next  ' 
who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  regiment  was  Col-  , 
onel  E.  D.  Shuler,  who  had  been  an  adjutant  under  Col-  | 
onel  Brown,  with  Dudley  Donnelly  as  lieutenant-colonel. 
'I'he  organization  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows  ; An  ar-  ; 
tillery  company  of  Wilson,  Captain  Luther  Wilson  ; an  1 
artillery  company  of  Newfane,  Cajuain  Ira  Tompkins  ; an  1 
infantry  company  of  Wilson,  Captain  Loren  D.  Wilson  : 
an  infantry  company  of  Niagara  ; an  infantry  company  of  1 
Lockport,  Captain  James  ().  McClure;  the  Lockport 
light  dragoons.  Captain  B.  H.  Fletcher;  the  " Iri^h  j 
Creens”  of  Lockport,  Captain  Thomas  Kennedy,  and  an  : 
infantry  company  of  Meilina,  (.trleans  county,  under  Cap- 
tain Bowen.  : 

The  brigade  districts  were  changed  frequently,  and  at 
different  times  this  regiment  was  in  the  brigades  of  Cen-  ' 
er.d  ('iu->tavus  .\dol|)hus  Scroggs,  of  Buffalo,  (lenera! 
I'-'irroic^hs,  of  .Medina,  ( 'rle.ms  county,  and.  Ci-neral  Wi!- 
liam^,  of  Roihester.  During  the  summer  and  autumn 
months  street  parades  were  held  as  often  as  once  in  eight  1 
or  twcKe  weeks,  .V  four  days’  encanqunent,  umK.‘r  the 
n.unc  of  "Camp  Steuben,”  w.is  held  at  Biilfa.lo  one  ye.ir.  1 


with  General  .Scroggs  in  command.  In  July,  i85;s,  the 
Lockport  light  dragoons  went  into  camp  for  three  days  at 
( )lcott,  and  in  ( fetober  of  that  year  the  sixty-sixth  regi- 
ment encamped  at  Lockport  for  four  da\s. 

'I'he  Lockport  light  dragoons  were  organized  in  the 
fall  of  1856.  'The  company  consisted  of  forty-two  en- 
rolled and  uniformed  members,  eipiippcd  for  both  ca\.dry 
and  infantry  ser\  ice.  'I'he  first  officers  were  B.  H. 
Fletcher,  captain  ; H.  D.  Oakley,  first  lieutenant;  J.  L. 
Breyfogle,  second  lieutenant,  and  George  R.  Keep,  or- 
derly sergeant.  'I'he  company,  like  other  militia  organi- 
zations, disbanded  at  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  in 
which  a number  of  its  members  held  commissions  and 
distinguished  themsehes  for  faithfulness  and  bravery. 
.Vmong  them  were  the  following,  whose  names  are  well 
known  throughout  the  county  : Captain  W.  Bush, 
the  tirst  man  to  enlist  in  his  Congressional  district;  Adju- 
tant Charles  B.  Siirout,  Lieutenant  Samuel  Sully,  Captain 
James  Maginnis  and  Captain  William  Hawkins.  The 
career  of  these  men  in  the  Rebellion  was  of  an  eventful 
character,  exhibiting  all  of  the  cruelest  and  most  forbid- 
ding experiences  of  the  battle-field  and  the  prison-pen. 
Captain  Bush  was  wounded  at  Cedar  Mountain  and  taken 
prisoner,  and  kept  in  irons  at  Staunton,  Virginia.  Adju- 
tant Sprout  was  killed  in  the  same  engagement.  Lieu- 
tenant Sully  received  wounds  at  Cold  Harbor,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  died  after  his  return  to  Niagara 
county.  Captain  Maginnis  was  killed  at  Ream’s  Station. 
Captain  Hawkins  was  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a 
magazine  on  Maryland  Heights.  Recovering,  he  again 
went  to  the  front  only  to  receive  injuries  in  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor  from  which  he  subsequently  died  at  George- 
town, D.  C. 


CHAPTER  XXVH. 


NI.\G.\K.\  SHIP  C.\N'.\n  PROJECTS THE  SHIPPINC,  .\ND  THE. 

COMMERCE  OF  M.Xli.VR.X  COUNTY. 


H E project  of  constructing  a canal  from  the 


k/c: 


navigable  waters  of  the  Niagara  river  above 
i the  falls  to  the  navigable  waters  below  is  one 
that  has,  from  time  to  time,  engaged  the  at- 
tention  of  ci\il  engineers  and  capitalists  in  all 
parts  of  the  I'nion  for  more  than  a century. 

The  first  conqiany  having  the  consummation  of 
this  scheme  for  its  object  was  incorporated  in  the  year 
1798.  and  it  is  stated  that  a survey  was  made  soon  after- 
ward. As  early  as  i8o8,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of 
the  Senate.  'Iv-  .''eerei.ir\  of  the  I'reasury  submitteii  to 
that  body  an  able  .iiid  elabor.ite  report  on  the  subject  ol 
ro.uls  and  i anais,  in  which,  among  others  of  public  inter- 
est that  might  require  the  aid  of  the  government,  wa^ 
suggested  a r.in.il  aroutul  the  falls  of  Ni.igara. 
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SHIP  CANAf.  SCKEMKS — KARIA'  I.AKl'  ('RAF 


I If) 


A pa|)er  prepared  by  the  late  Amos  S.  Tryon,  ot  !,e\v- 
iston,  and  read  before  a national  commercial  convention 
iiild  in  Detroit  in  December,  1871,  to  consider  the  <pies-  1 
*!,,n  of  increased  fat  ilities  for  transi>ortation  from  tlie 
Ai  -'t  to  tlie  seaboard,  contained  a sketch  ot  the  history  of 
Mine  of  the  attempts  to  carry  this  enterprise  to  a suc- 
, es>ful  end,  from  which  the  following  is  condensed  : 

In  tlie  year  1823,  while  the  Erie  Canal  was  being  con- 
-triH  ted,  a general  desire  existed  to  see  a ship  canal  built 
around  the  falls  of  Niagara.  This  desire  took  exjiression 
intheform  of  an  organized  company,  which  was  chartered  I 
ill  April,  1823.  It  was  eni[)Owered  to  hold  all  necessary 
property  and  to  “open  navigation  from  the  Niagara  river 
above  the  falls  thereof  to  the  heights  near  the  village  of 
I.ewiston.”  The  company  was  composed  ot  influential 
persons  of  I.ewiston  and  vicinity,  and  it  sought  to  carry 
out  the  wishes  of  the  people,  with  whom  its  members 
were  daily  conversant.  Under  the  auspices  of  Nathan 
Roberts,  an  engineer  of  the  FIrie  Canal  from  its  beginning, 
a survey  was  made  for  the  contemplated  ship  canal  pur- 
suant to  charter.  Beginning  at  tne  mouth  of  Gill  creek, 
two  miles  above  the  falls,  a line  was  run  about  due  north 
to  the  brow  of  the  mountain  just  above  the  village  of 
I.ewiston.  Roberts  made  full  and  careful  reports,  show- 
ing that  the  canal  could  be  constructed  on  that  route, 
with  single  locks,  for  a trifle  less  than  $1,000,000.  The 
project  failed,  notwithstanding  this  favorable  report,  for 
want  of  means  to  carry  it  on. 

'I'he  scheme  had  grown  into  national  prominence  in 
another  decade,  and  in  1836  Captain  W.  G.  Williams, 
Topographical  Engineer  of  the  United  States  Army,  was 
sent  by  President  Jackson  to  make  surveys  “ preparatory 
to  the  construction  of  a ship  canal  around  the  falls  of 
Niagara.”  Accordingly  surveys  were  made,  one  of  which 
followed  that  of  Mr.  Roberts,  on  a due  north  course 
from  Gill  creek  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The  cost 
of  construction,  including  the  locks,  was  estimated  at 
$3,000,000,  labor  and  material  being  more  expensive  at 
that  time  than  in  1823.  The  failure  of  this  project  may 
be  attributed  in  part,  at  least,  to  the  financial  crisis  of 

From  that  time  onward  till  about  the  year  1863,  the 
matter  of  a Niagara  ship  canal  lay  dormant.  In  that 
year  it  came  before  the  President  and  Congress,  and  a 
new  survey  was  ordered  in  1868  ; in  pursuance  of  this 
order  several  different  lines  were  run  and  reports  were 
prepared  and  the  matter  laid  before  Congress  forits  sanc- 
tion. It  was  [lut  to  vote  and  lost  by  a small  majoritv. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  history  of  the  more  im|'ortant  of 
the  jirojects  to  construct  a Niagara  sliip  canal.  The  mat- 
ter lias  been  discussed  in  the  leading  newspapers  of  the 
1 niied  States  and  Europe  ; it  has  lieen  introduced  in 
' "iiventions  of  business  men  and  before  boards  of  trade 
m ihe  east  and  west,  liefore  the  legislatures  of  different 
'■  ite>.  .ind  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
■md  it  is  jirobable  that  no  other  similar  enterprise 
lus  bei  ome  more  widel\-  known,  or  its  advantages  more 
generally  appreciated.  In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  con- 

li'iiilv  believed  by  many  that  a Niag.ira  ship  i an.d  will 


v et  be  a reality,  supplying  to  the  I'nited  Slates  a great 
competing  line  between  the  producers  ot  the  west  and  the 
markets  of  the  ea^t  with  the  M'elland  ship  t anal  of  ( '.uiad.!. 

The  account  of  the  commercial  interests  (jt  Ni.igara 
county  arui  reminisi  ences  ot  the  vessels  connci  ted  with 
them  which  compose  the  remainder  of  this  chapter  were 
furnished  us  bv  C.iptain  James  ^'an  Cleve.  of  l.ewisron. 

In  1780,  during  the  .American  Revolution,  his 
Majesty’s  ship  "(tntaiio,”  of  22  guns.  Captain  Andrews 
left  the  Niagara  river  with  troops,  for  ( tsvvego,  and  foun-’ 
dered  on  the  passage  ; 172  persons  perished. 

The  first  vessel  built  on  the  New  A'ork  side  of  1 ake 
Ontario  after  the  Revolution  was  built  by  Fili  Granger 
at  Hanford’s  Landing,  on  the  Genesee  river,  in  1797. 
and  named  “Jemima”;  she  was  a craft  of  30  tons.  In 
1798  Augustus  and  Peter  B.  Porter  bought  this  vessel: 
the  original  bill  of  sale  is  in  possession  of  .Albert  FI.  Por- 
ter, of  Niagara  Falls. 

In  1803  the  sloop  “ Niagara  ” was  built  at  Cayuga 
creek. 

The  Niagara  portage  company  owned  or  controlled 
many  vessels  plying  between  Oswego  and  Lewiston,  trans- 
porting salt,  merchandise,  etc.,  to  jiass  over  the  portage. 
Among  the  vessels  were  the  schooners  "Niagara,’ 
“Ontario,”  and  “Charles  and  Ann.”  The  last  wa^ 
named  for  two  children  of  Jacob  Townsend.  Many  other 
vessels,  not  directly  owned  by  the  portage  company,  ran 
in  connection  with  it  between  Oswego  and  Lewiston. 
The  following  named  individuals  and  firms  were  directly 
or  indirectly  connected  with  the  portage,  between  I.ewis- 
ton  and  Lake  Flrie  : Archibald  Fairchild  owned  two  ves- 
sels in  Oswego  ; Matthew  McNair  (N  Co.,  of  l.)swego, 
owned  a number  ; also  Townsend,  Bronson  N:  Co.  Sharp 
N A'aughn,  of  Oswego,  owned  a vessel  named  " Jane,”  of 
Genesee  ; Bronson  & Co.,  of  Oswego,  owned  many  ves- 
sels. and  Henry  Eagle  two  or  three  : John  T.  Trowbridge 
and  Captain  Joseph  Whitney  were  owners  of  the  schooner 
“ Mary  Ann.”  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  named 
parties,  many  individuals  owning  vessels  at  various  port- 
on  the  lake  employed  them  in  transporting  salt.  etc., 
to  Lewiston,  to  be  carted  over  the  portage. 

The  first  steamboat  that  arrived  in  Niagara  countv. 
and  at  Lewiston,  was  the  “ Ontario  ” of  about  240 
tons.  She  was  the  first  steamboat  built  u[)on  the  ureat 
North  American  lakes.  Captain  A'an  Cleve  was  clerk 
on  board  of  her  from  1826  to  1830.  'I’he  "Ontario 
was  built  at  Sackett’s  Harbor  in  i8r6  ; the  shiji  car- 
penter was  ,-Asahel  Roberts.  'I'he  boat  was  iio  tec: 
long,  with  twentv-four  feet  beam  and  eight  and  a halt  i-vt 
depth  of  hold.  She  was  littevl  with  a low  prc--  :rc 
engine  of  thirty-four  inch  cylinder,  four  leet  stroke 
two  single  flue  boilers  without  return  flues  : anil  her  r _ 
was  two  mast;;  with  three  fore  and  aft  sails.  She  warn  we. 
built.  Her  first  commander  was  Cajitain  F ratu  i-  M.:. 
bv  U.  S.  N.  She  made  her  lir-t  trip  in  .April,  i.''i7.  H 
owners  were  .Major-t'.eneral  I.icmIi  brown.  I . ' 

moiieue  M.  1.  ^\  oolsev.  La  S.  N..  Jacob  U-.ninu.  11'  s 
iN  Crane,  and  E!i-ha  Camp,  ot  Sackett’-  H.irb"!' : 1 : 
Lusher,  of  ( 'gden-burg  ; Charles  Smytii.  oi  0^ue- 
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Abram  Van  Sanford,  David  Boyd  and  John  I.  De 
Graff,  of  New  York.  The  “Ontario  ” was  not  only  the 
first  steamboat  on  the  lakes,  but  was  the  first  on 
waters  subject  to  swell  or  waves,  and  determined  the  in- 
teresting problem  whether  steamboats  were  adapted  to 
the  navigation  of  open  water  as  well  as  rivers.  On  her 
first  appearance  at  the  different  ports  about  the  lake 
and  river  St.  Lawrence  she  was  greeted  with  great 
joy. 

In  1817  President  Monroe  visited  Niagara  county. 
He  landed  at  Fort  Niagara  from  the  U.  S.  brig  “Jeffer 
son,"  from  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and  continued  his  journey  to 
Lewiston,  Niagara  Falls  and  Buffalo. 

The  first  English  steamer  built  on  Lake  Ontario  was 
the  “ Frontenac,"  of  700  tons,  which  appeared  in  the 
Niagara  river  in  1818;  she  was  commanded  by  Captain 
James  McKenzie. 

The  steamer  “ Canada,”  built  at  Toronto  in  1826  by 
Captain  Hugh  Richardson,  ran  as  a packet  between  the 
Niagara  river  and  Little  York  now  Toronto). 

The  steamer  “ Queenston”  was  built  in  1824  at  Queens- 
ton  by  John  Hamilton;  she  came  out  in  1825  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Joseph  Whitney. 

The  steamer  “Transit,”  owned  by  Captain  Hugh 
Richardson,  ran  as  a packet  between  Lewiston  and  To- 
ronto from  1835  to  1842. 

The  steamer  “Chief  Justice  Robinson,”  owned  and 
commanded  by  Captain  Hugh  Richardson,  ran  as  a favor- 
ite packet  between  Lewiston  and  Toronto  from  1842  to 
1852. 

The  small  steamers  “ Queen”  and  “ Gore  " ran  between 
Lewiston  and  Toronto  from  1837  to  1840.  They  were 
irregular  in  their  movements. 

The  steamer  “Great  Britain,”  500  tons,  came  out  in 
1831  under  command  of  Captain  Joseph  Whitney,  late  of 
Lewiston.  She  was  owned  by  Hon.  John  Flamilton,  and 
ran  as  a regular  passenger  packet  between  Lewiston  and 
Prescott  for  ten  years. 

The  iron  steamer  “ Peerless,”  Captain  Thomas  Dick, 
ran  as  a packet  between  Lewiston  and  Toronto  for  a 
short  time,  about  1855  to  1857.  She  was  sold  to  the 
United  States  during  the  Rebellion,  and  lost  off  Cape 
Hatteras  in  the  Port  Royal  e.xpedition. 

The  steamer  “ Zimmerman,”  Captain  Milloy,  from 
1856  to  1861  ran  as  a packet  between  Lewiston  and 
'Poronto.  She  was  burnt  in  the  night  when  lying  at  the 
dock  at  Niagara,  in  1861. 

The  steamer  “City  of  Toronto”  is  now  running  u{)on 
the  route  between  Lewiston  and  Toronto. 

The  steamer  “Southern  Belle”  has  for  the  ]>ast  three 
or  four  years  been  running  between  Youngstown,  Niagara 
and  Toronto.  She  is  an  iron  boat,  built  for  blockade 
running  during  the  Rebellion. 

Soon  after  the  war  jf  1S12,  the  timber  trade  of  Niagara 
(ounty  bec.-mie  a business  of  large  proportions.  The 
timber  and  st.ives  were  drawn  out  of  the  forest  to  Lewis- 
ton, \’oungstown  and  various  pUu  es  along  the  lake  sluire 
within  the  c.ounty.  Those  collei  terl  alofig  the  lake  shore 
were  rafted  off  to  vessels  lying  at  anchor  ney^r  the  shore 


i in  fair  weather.  The  timber  and  staves  shiiijred  at  the 
various  jdaces  mentioned  were  discharged  at  Ca]>e  Vin- 
! cent,  Carlton  Island.  Clayton  and  other  j'oints  in  the 
St.  Lawrence  river,  formed  into  large  rafts  and  floated 
down  to  Montreal  and  (,)uebec.  Jesse  Smith  and  PL  G. 
Merick  were  prominent  parties  in  this  trade,  also  O.  P. 
Starky,  and  Ainsworth  & Lee  of  Ca]ie  Vincent. 

On  the  trade  in  the  products  of  the  forest  Mr.  Turner 
I gave,  in  the  Hi-.tory  of  the  Holland  Purchase,  the  follow- 
; ing  paragraph,  his  informant  being  Mr.  James  Mather, 
j an  Orleans  county  pioneer,  who  understood  that  the  busi- 
I ness  began  in  that  county  ; 

“In  1817  and  1818  it  was  e.xtended  along  the  lake  to 
the  Niagara  river;  the  mouths  of  Oak  Orchard,  the  Eight- 
j een  [mile],  the  Twelve  [mile  creeks],  Youngstown  and 
I Lewiston  were  the  piincipal  depots.  The  trade  was  at 
I first  in  butt  staves;  ship  timber  followed  and  continued 
■ until  the  fine  groves  of  oak  between  ridge  and  lake  have 
pretty  much  disappeared.  As  soon  as  the  canal  was  com- 
pleted as  far  west  as  Lockport  the  commerce  in  staves 
i and  ship  timber  commenced  upon  it.  Daniel  Washburn 
I and  Otis  Hathaway  first  engaged  in  the  business  at  Lock- 
I port,  under  a large  contract  with  the  eminent  ship-builder 
j in  New  York,  Henry  Eckford.  The  fine  oak  that  grew- 
I in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Lockport  was  used  to  fill 
j their  contract.  Since  that  the  business  of  shipping  staves 
I and  timber  from  Lockport  and  other  points  on  the  canal 
; and  Tonawanda  creek  has  continued,  employing  in  the 
! earliest  years  of  canal  navigation  a large  amount  of  capi- 
i tal  and  labor.” 

The  next  American  steamer  that  visited  Niagara  countv 
after  the  “ Ontario,”  was  the  “ Martha  Ogden,”  built  at 
Sackett’s  Harbor  in  1824.  In  1827  she  ran  as  a packet 
between  Youngstown  and  Toronto  (then  Little  YorkV 
Captain  Andrew  Estis  was  in  command. 

The  next  New  York  steamer  of  importance  that  ap- 
peared in  Niagara  county  was  the  fine  vessel  “ United 
States,”  of  about  500  tons,  under  the  command  of  F-lias 
Trowbridge,  in  July,  1S32;  she  ran  as  a passenger  boat 
j for  ten  years  between  St.  Lawrence  and  Niagara  counties. 
She  was  built  in  Ogdensburg.  Captain  Trowbridge  was 
succeeded  by  Captain  R.  J.  Van  Dewater  in  1833.  Cap- 
> tain  Van  Dewater  was  succeeded  in  1835  by  Captain 
I James  Van  Cleve,  who  m November,  183S,  was  drawn 
with  the  steamer  into  trouble  during  the  Canadian  rebel- 
lion in  the  attack  on  Prescott.  A cannon  shot  passed 
^ through  the  steering  room  and  took  off  the  head  of  his 
steersman.  Soon  after  this  serious  part  of  the  farce  the 
I steamer  was  seized  by  the  F'nited  States  marshal. 

; The  late  Captain  Joseph  Whitney  of  Lewiston  was  in 
; command  of  the  “ F’’nited  States  ” in  1839,  1840  and  1S41. 

Captain  William  W illiams,  of  Oswego,  commanded  her 
I in  1S42.  at  the  end  of  which  season  she  was  broker  up. 

The  next  steamer  visiting  Niagara  county  was  the  " Os- 
wego.” under  command  of  Captain  Macy,  in  1S34.  She 
was  driver,  on  shore  above  C>swego  in  a snow  >!urm.  about 
I the  middle  of  May  in  that  year.  She  was  built  in  Oswego, 

I and  was  a craft  of  about  400  tons. 

' Tile  steaiiier  “ St.  I awrem  e,  ” ot  about  500  tons,  built 
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;n  (Kwfgo,  next  appeared  in  Niagara  county,  under  com- 
nund  of  Captain  John  F-vans,  in  1S39.  Her  engines  were 
(h'>>e  formerh’  in  the  “Oswego.”  Captain  James  \ an 
(■.c\e,  of  Lewiston,  became  part  owner  of  her.  and  com- 
l■'..mded  her  for  seven  years  until  she  was  broken  up. 

The  steamer  “ Oneida,”  built  at  Fultneyville  in  1835, 
r’.n  for  a short  time  between  Oswego  and  Niagara  coun- 
ties. She  was  a vessel  of  300  tons. 

In  1843  the  steamer  “ Lady  of  the  Lake,”  Captain  J. 
j,  Taylor,  commenced  her  regular  trips  between  Niagara 
tountv  and  (Jgdensburg.  She  was  of  425  tons.  She 
was  finally  sold  to  parties  in  Canada  and  burnt  in  the 
harbor  of  Toronto. 

The  steamer  “ Rochester  ” was  the  next  to  visit  Niagara 
county,  which  she  did  under  command  of  Captain  George 

Weeks  in  1844.  She  ran  between  Lewiston  and  Og- 
densburg,  and  was  for  some  years  under  command  of 
Captain  H.  N.  Throop. 

In  November,  1841,  the  “ Vandalia,”  the  pioneer  pro- 
peller on  the  North  American  lakes,  when  on  her  experi- 
mental trip  from  Oswego  to  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario, 
under  command  of  Captain  Rufus  Hawkins,  visited 
Youngstown.  She  w'as  built  in  Oswego  and  excited  much 
attention. 

The  steamer  “Niagara,”  473  tons,  made  her  appear- 
ance at  Lewiston  in  1845,  under  command  of  Captain  R. 
F.  Child.  She  was  built  at  Clayton,  in  Jefferson  county, 
and  run  on  the  route  between  Lewiston  and  Ogdens- 
burg. 

The  steamer  “ Cataract,”  577  tons,  was  built  at  Clayton 
in  1846,  and  made  her  first  trip  in  June,  1847,  under 
command  of  Captain  James  Van  Cleve,  from  Ogdensburg 
to  Lewiston. 

The  steamer  “Ontario,”  S32  tons,  was  built  at  Clavton 
in  1847,  and  came  out  in  184S  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain H.  N.  Throop.  She  ran  upon  the  route  between 
Lewiston  and  Ogdensburg. 

The  steamer  “Bay  State,”  1,098  tons,  was  built  at 
Clayton  in  1848,  and  came  out  in  1S49  under  command 
"t  Captain  Van  Cleve.  She  was  run  between  Lewiston 
and  Ogdensburg. 

'I  he  steamer  “Northerner,”  905  tons,  was  built  in  Os- 
wego, came  out  in  1850  under -command  of  Captain  R. 
I'.  Child,  and  ran  between  Lewiston  and  Ogdcnsbur‘c 
>tie  was  taken  down  the  St.  Lawrence  and  out  to  sea 
■faring  the  Rebellion,  and  sold  to  the  government. 

the  steamer  “New  York,”  1.200  tons,  was  built  at 
t l.u’on  in  1851  and  the  ne.xr  seasim  was  under  comni.ind 
'•!  Captain  R.  15.  Chapman,  who  commanded  her  for  fine 
Captain  ^■an  Cle\e  c(>mmanded  her  in  18,9  and 
' '00.  after  which  she  was  run  down  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
" u to  >ea  and  chartered  to  the  gmernment  during  the 
!''ebe!l;on.  She  is  now  1878  running  on  the  coa>t  of 
'‘1  luie.  She  was  the  la^t  large  ^ide-wheel  [ .i-scnger 
• '..MTier  built  on  the  Nc\\'  \ork  >ide  of  L.ike  thii.irio. 

I’.iriug  the  existence  of  the  .New  Vork  passenger 
''te.-mier-,  on  Lake  Ontario  the  amount  of  wood  alone  < un- 
' niical  by  them  from  the  forests  of  Niagara  countv  was 
• iMrnious,  nnd  its  use  w.is  of  great  advantage  to  ill  inter- 
' ' 111  tile  count! . 


On  the  coni[)letion  of  the  railroads  on  both  sides  of 
Lake  ( fntario,  the  interest  invested  in  steamers  on  the 
New  York  side  of  the  lake  became  of  no  value  as  an  in- 
\estment.  d'he  cajiital  of  the  company  owning  the  nine 
or  ten  steamers  was  §500,000;  the  whole  proiierty  was  sold 
for  §84,000. 

The  steamer”  .Maid  of  the  ^Ii^t  ” second  of  the  name- 
commenced  running  as  a ferry  boat  immediately  below  the 
Falls  of  Niagara  in  1854;  Captain  Baily  was  in  charge. 
Not  proving  a profitable  investment  she  was,  in  1861,  run 
down  the  grand  rapids  from  the  Falls  to  Lewiston  to 
avoid  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff.  As  the  trip 
was  made  at  great  hazard  of  lives  and  boat,  this  extraor- 
dinary pioneer  passage  caused  great  excitement  in  the 
community.  When  making  her  first  great  plunge  in  the 
rapid  just  below  the  lower  suspension  bridge,  her  smoke 
pipe  was  carried  away;  otherwise  the  boat  received  no 
serious  injury  from  her  perilous  and  exciting  trip  down 
the  great  gorge  of  the  Niagara  river.  She  was  navigated 
by  Joel  Robinson,  a ferryman  at  Niagara  F'alls. 

The  following  schooners  were  built  at  Youngstown  in 
the  years  mentioned:  “ R.  H.  Boughton,”  1829  (she 

was  the  first  vessel  passed  through  the  Welland  Canal  at 
its  opening^;  “Lewis  Shicklona,”  1836;  “John  Porter,” 
1S38;  “Star,”  184S;  “P'rank  Pierce,”  1853;  “Cheney 
Ames,”  1873;  “ Challenge,”  1852.  A schooner  caPed 
the  “ Massachusetts  ” was  owned  in  Youngstown  in  1S39. 
after  having  been  on  shore  all  winter  near  Wilson  harbor. 

In  November,  1871,  the  schooner  “ W.  I.  Preston,” 
Captain  James  Tifft,  of  Oswego,  went  on  shore  near  Six- 
mile  creek,  east  of  Fort  Niagara,  loaded  with  wheat,  and 
was  got  off  and  taken  into  Youngstown,  where  she  sunk 
and  remained  all  winter,  when  she  was  raised  with  much 
trouble  and  taken  to  Oswego. 

The  following  vessels  have  been  built  at  ^Vilson: 
schooners — “ R.  F'.  Wilson,”  1S46;  “Niagara,”  1S47  ; 
“ Emblem,”  1848;  “ Forest,”  1849;  “ .\lmira,”iS49;  “ En- 
terprise,” 1S50;  “Geraldine,”  1850;  “Josephine,”  1853: 
“ Belle  Adkins,”  1854;  “ .-Active,”  1S62;  “ Meteor,"  1S63; 
“Eureka,”  1863;  “ F'leet  Wing.”  1863;  “Pilot,”  1S66: 
“Plow  Boy,”  1S75;  “Trader,”  1875;  “Union,”  1S76; 
scow,  “Live  Oak,”  1867. 

In  1831  the  schooner  “ Henry  Clay,”  of  Oswego.  Cap- 
tain Campbell,  capsized  off  Fort  Niagara.  Two  of  the 
crew  were  saved;  the  captain  and  a young  son  of  Captain 
Eiias  Trowbridge,  of  Oswego,  were  lost.  The  ves-el  was 
new  and  on  her  first  trip.  She  was  owned  by  Henry 
Fitzhugh,  of  Oswego. 

The  following  schooners  have  been  built  at  (Pcott: 
the  " Monterev,”  built  in  1847 ; “Gem."  1849;  "Coni'iuest." 
1853;  " Governor  Hunt,"  1853;  "Ruby,"  1854;  "Joseph 
Grant,"  18^5;  “Corsican,”  1862.  In  1819  there  were  tw  o 
small  v essels  owned  at  OU  olt;  one  was  called  the  "Ciazy 
Line,"  Captain  Mark  Burch;  the  other,  the  " Eliza  Jane:" 
>i;e  vvas  re-built  in  1840  and  commanded  by  Captain  S.  R. 
bwarthout. 

number  of  disasters  to  shijiping  have  occurretl  on  the 
l.ike  shore  of  Niagara  county.  About  1^17  the  schooner 
“ Marv,"  of  Oswego,  was  driven  on  shore  in  the  town  ol 
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HISTORY  OF  NIAOARA  ('orN'I'Y,  XFAV  YORK. 


Somerset,  ami  went  to  j)iei:t‘s.  Slie  was  loaded  with  met-  j 
< handise  from  ( )>ws;go.  The  ^0(jds  were  principally  tor 
men  hants  in  Nia^^ira  county.  In  1S54  the  schooner  ’ 
“ Isabell,”  of  Cleveland,  went  ashore  in  a snow  storm, 
near  Olcott.  In  the  same  year  the  schooner  “ Minerva 
went  ashore  below  Pine  Grove,  east  of  ( )lcott  harbor,  in 
a snow  storm;  also  the  schooner  “ I.  FC  Rigs.”  In  1S66 
the  schooner  " Montana,"  of  Clayton,  went  ashore  in 
April  in  a snow  stonni  near  Olcott  harbor.  In  i86j  the  | 
schooner  “ Helen  Mar,”  of  Port  Hope,  met  a similar  late,  ' 
and  in  1861  the  schooner  “Sunrise,”  from  Canada.  In 
1S61  the  schooner  “ M'anderer,”  of  Sodus,  went  ashore 
while  loading  at  a small  [her  east  of  the  creek,  at  ()l<  ott. 

I'he  customs  district  of  Niagara  was  created  by  act  of 
Congress  in  1799,  and  included  all  the  shores  and  waters 
of  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie  and  the  river  connected 
therewith,  lying  cviihin  the  State  of  New  York  west  ot  the 
Genesee  river,  with  the  port  of  entry  at  Fort  Niagara. 
The  district  of  Buft'alo  creek  on  the  west  and  the  district 
of  Genesee  on  the  east  were  set  off  from  the  district  of 
Niagara  in  1805. 

The  port  of  entra-  was  removed  from  F’ort  Niagara  to 
Lewiston  in  18 ii.  and  from  Lewiston  to  Sus|jension 
Bridge  in  1863.  The  district  extends  from  the  east  bank 
of  the  Oak  Orchard  creek  to  the  channel  of  the  Tona- 
wanda  creek.  It  is  in  charge  of  the  following  officers  : ' 

Benjamin  Flagler,  collector  of  customs;  E'i  S.  Nichols, 
special  deputy  collector;  deputy  collectors:  F'.  J.  Fellows,  j 
at  Tonawanda;  Phineas  Moon,  at  Port  Day;  J.  E.  Whit-  j 
more,  at  Lewiston;  H.  C.  Root,  at  Youngstown;  Ralph  | 
Stockwell,  at  M’ilson;  Henry  Kenny,  at  Olcott;  A.  T. 
Coleman,  at  Yates:  William  Fleming,  inspector  at  Lewis- 
ton. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


INSUR.VN'CE,  MEDIC.XI.,  RELIGIOUS,  PIONEER  .A.ND  .XORICUI  - 
TUR.U.  .ASSOCIATIONS THE  COUN  I V FARM SI'A  1 ISTICS. 


February.  1877,  Mr.  George  L.  Pratt,  of 
^xidgeway,  Orleans  county,  began  publishing 
S' Jn  the  leading  jiapers  of  that  county  and  Ni- 
agara  a series  of  articles  on  the  subject  of 
^ mutual  insurance.  This  agitation  of  the  topic 
^ resulted  in  a call  for  a meeting  at  Middloport  on 
the  2’iid  of  the  following  .March.  < 'nl\-  a few  of 
the  thirty-one  signers  of  the  call  aitendcd  the  meeting, 
and  nothing  was  accomplished  exceju  an  adjournment  for 
two  weeks.  The  second  meeting  consistetl  of  three  per- 
sons, among  them  Mr  Pratt,  and  was  unanimou.>l\-  \oted 
a fi/./le. 

The  next  ant"  e was  to  call  a meeting  for  M.iv  r^th  at 
the  Orleans  House,  .Mbion.  .Six  persons  besides  .\ir.  I’r.irt 
atteniied.  Overtures  for  a union  were  made  to  the  l ar- 
imrs’  Mutual  Insurance  .Nssoi  iation  of  Orleans  Countv, 
v.l.uli  was  in  M.’ssion  at  the  same  time,  but  no  response 


was  made  by  the  latter.  The  meeting  adjourned  to  as. 
semble  .it  the  .\merican  Hotel,  Lockport,  .May  26th 
W hen  the  hour  arri\ed  there  were  just  enough  |)ersons 
present  to  till  the  othies  of  chairman  and  secret.irw  tu 
which  they  mutually  elected  each  other.  The  effort  so 
far  had  been  to  organixe  under  the  statute  law  of  the 
State  then  in  force,  but  hope  in  that  direction  was  extin- 
guished by  the  reiteal  of  that  law  as  affecting  such  cases 
during  the  Legislature’s  session  of  1877. 

-About  four  months  later  Mr.  Pratt  opened  a correspond- 
ence with  the  president  of  the  Orleans  association  abo\e 
mentioned,  and  was  invited  to  attend  a meeting  of  that 
body  at  the  court-house  at  .Albion  in  the  latter  part  of 
Seiitember.  Only  five  persons  were  present,  however, 
and  only  three  at  a meeting  November  roth,  and  nothing 
was  accomplished. 

Mr.  Pratt  once  more  renewed  his  efforts,  and  brought 
about  a meeting  at  Ridgeway  December  i8th,  at  which 
seventeen  of  the  twenty-two  towns  in  Niagara  and  Orlean-- 
counties  were  represented  by  some  of  their  most  substan- 
tial farmers.  The  Farmers’ Mutual  Insurance  .Association 
of  N'ingara  and  Orleans  Counties  was  organized,  a consti- 
tution and  by-laws  adopted,  and  the  organization  began 
to  solicit  patronage. 

.At  a meeting  of  the  directors  at  Ridgewav,  Februarv 
19th,  1878,  it  was  found  that  the  association  had  applica- 
tions for  insurance  for  §329.500.  It  was  voted  that  the 
first  policies  issued  all  bear  the  date  F’ebruarv  20th,  187' 
The  association  on  the  iSth  of  Julv  had  policies  in  force 
to  the  amount  of  §1,1  So, 000,  and  written,  but  not  in 
force,  amounting  to  over  §150,000  There  are  si.xtv-onc 
mutual  companies  in  Pennsthania  and  eleven  in  Michigan 
each  of  which  is  carrying  less  at  risk  than  this  association. 

The  officers  are  : George  Bradley,  of  Somerset,  pre'i- 
dent  : .A.  P.  Scott,  of  Ridgeway,  A’ice-president  ; George 
L.  Pratt,  of  Ridgeway,  secretary  ; John  P.  Sawver.  of 
Royalton,  treasurer.  The  board  of  directors  consists  of 
one  member  from  each  town  in  the  two  counties,  holding 
for  two  years,  or  until  their  successors  are  elected.  The 
business  of  the  a'^sociation  is  confined  to  the  insurance 
against  fire  and  lightning  of  farm  property  and  other  prop'- 
erty  no  more  hazardous,  within  Niagara  and  OrRar.' 
counties.  The  association  is  organized  on  the  co-opcr.i- 
tive  or  honor  plan,  there  being  now  no  State  law  for  th.e 
organization  of  mutual  insurance  companies. 

'I'he  office  of  the  association  is  at  Ridgewav,  witere  a 
stated  annual  meeting  is  held  on  the  second  M'ednc'd.iv 
of  Januar),  to  hear  reports,  elect  officers,  etc.  'I'he  te' : 
of  the  officers  is  one  year,  and  they  are.  c v ojfiiio.  directi'r- 
The  treasurer  receives  all  moneys  collected  by  assessnu"  ' 
for  tlie  payment  of  losses,  and  pars  out  the  same,  bv 
der  of  the  secretar\-  counter>igned  b_\-  the  ju'cGidcnt.  t''c 
fee  for  his  servii  es  being  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  for  re- 
ceiring  and  paying  out  the  funds.  'Lite  admi>sion  fee  i' 
,si.;o  plu->  one-tenth  of  one  ]'er  cent,  on  the  amount  li-.  • 
sired  to  be  in.^ured.  and  the  a[iplication  must  be  aj  ; r 
bv  the  director  for  the  town  in  w hich  the  oroperir  is  s ; 
ated,  and  by  a majority  of  the  e.xecutir  e committee,  w im  !. 
cmtsisis  of  the  i>residenl,  vice-president  and  secrct.irr 
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INSURANCE  ASSOCIATION— MEDICAL  SOC! ETY— NT AC.ARA  PRESBYTERY. 


1 i.iisiiu'ss  is  under  the  supervision  of  an  audilin;^  eoiu- 
i.ottee  of  three,  appointed  annuallv  By  the  directors.  A 
;<)>s  is  adjusted  by  the  >ei  retary,  and  tlie  director  ot  the 
rcwii  in  which  it  occurre«i  ; and  contro\ ersies  are  referred 
loan  arbitrator  chosen  hy  the  association,  one  cliosen  by 
she  property-owner,  and  a third  selected  by  tltese  tv.  o. 
When  a loss  has  been  adjusted  tlie  members  are  aMsessed 
0)r  the  payment  at  the  rate  of  five  or  some  imiltiide  of 
fise  cents  per  hundred  dollars  of  their  respective  policies  ; 
.md  members  forfeit  their  policies  so  long  as  they  refuse 
^ pa\  any  assessment  after  notification  by  mail,  and  i>er- 
la.mently  lose  their  membership  by  refusal  to  ]>ay  on  per- 
sonal solicitation  by  the  directors.  Any  surplus  in  the 
’.reasury  is  used  for  the  payment  of  small  losses.  Claims 
Mr  loss  must  be  jjresented  within  ten  days  of  the  occur- 
r.-m  e of  the  loss,  and  within  forty-eight  hours  in  the  case 
of  death  of  live  stock  by  lightning.  I'he  association  may 
insure  personal  property  for  its  entire  cash  value,  and 
buildings  for  two-thirds.  On  live  stock  the  limit  is  .Sioo 
|ier  head  for  horses,  $30  for  cattle,  $10  for  hogs,  and  $3 
tor  sheep. 

THE  X1,\G.VR.\  COUNTY  .MEDICAL  SOCTE'IV. 

The  statute  under  which  all  of  the  county  medical 
'•K'ieties  of  the  §tate  of  New  York  were  incorjiorated  was 
|i,Tssed  by  the  Legislature  during  the  session  of  1806,  and 
'.he  medical  society  of  the  State  was  duly  organized  on  the 
lir.'.t  Tuesday  in  Eebruary,  1807. 

The  Niagara  County  Medical  Society  was  organized  in 
1 8 ’3,  and  has  had  a continuous  existence  to  the  present 
time.  The  first  delegate  to  the  con\ention  of  the  State 
>ociety  was  Dr.  Henry  Maxwell,  in  1830.  The  officers  of 
the  society  were  at  that  time  as  follows:  Dr.  J.  K.  Skin- 
ner, president;  Dr.  Lloyd  Smith,  vice-president;  Dr.  L. 
S.  Robbins,  secretary;  Dr.  J.  \V.  Smith,  treasurer;  Dr. 
\V.  Ritter,  corresponding  secretary;  censors,  Drs.  Henry 
Maxwell,  I.  Southworth,  L.  Smith,  Jacob  Chatterton  and 
Darius  Shaw.  The  names  of  the  members  of  the  society 
at  that  time  are  as  follows:  Drs.  Edward  Arnold,  Frank- 
l.n  Butterfield,  Alexander  Butterfield,  Asa  Crane,  Robert 
il.  Henderson,  John  Hyde,  Henry  Maxwell,  Myron 
< >rton,  Darius  Shaw,  Fsa.ac  Southworth  Willard  Smith, 
losiah  K.  Skinner,  Abner  Barnard,  Isaac  \\’.  Smith,  B. 
ilenderson,  Lloyd  Smith,  Ambrose  Thomas,  John  War- 
ner, Washington  Ritter,  .\sa  B.  Brown.  Jonathan 
t'hase,  .-Mexander  S.  Chase,  Jacob  C'hatterton,  Eli 
Hurd,  Roswell  Kimbell,  Benjamin  Sayre,  B.  Peter- 
'"11.  Z,  Ross,  (leorge  W.  Cira\'es,  l.uther  P.  Robbins, 
benpimin  Harrly,  Edwin  Cook  ami  .Vrchibald  B.iker.  In 
i I the  names  of  Drs.  John  S.  Shuler.  l.uther  (.'ross  and 
\i'r,di:un  Hogeboom  w ere  added. 

1 he  oiticers  of  the  societv  at  the  iiresent  time  arc  : 
Pn '■ident,  M.  ,S.  Kittinger:  \ iee-)>rosieicnt,  John  .M.  Dulf; 
■' et'etary,  Walter  l'r\on;  treasurer,  Peter  E.iling.  The 
■ ’ '--.itc.  to  the  St;Ue  .Medical  Socien'  in  1877  were  Dr>. 
Revte.rd  D:uid-,on  and  Peter  Ealiii;;. 

1 lie  names  <>{  the  present  nicml.iers  of  the  soe act)-  aie 

• tollo'.es;  Drs.  I, a hayette  Balcom,  l.(Hkport;  .8inu'on 
1 • lark,  i.ockport:  Nathan  t.'ook,  R.insomville;  Elcctus 


Ci'le,  Middle[iort;  John  W.  Cormon,  Beech  Rtdge:  Rex- 
tord  Davidson,  I.ockport;  John  M.  Duff,  Roy.dton;  Peter 
Ealing,  Gasport;  D.  S.  Easset,  I.oekport;  John  I'oote, 
I.ockjiort;  C.  W.  Goultl,  Middleport;  A’illiam  B.  Gould. 
I M . GrosN  cnor,  D.  W.  Harrington,  J.  B.  Hartwell,  J.  H. 
Helmer,  I.ockport:  \V.  (J  Huggins,  Sanborn;  M.  S.  Kit- 
tinger. I,ock[iort;  .M.  L.  Langs,  Suspension  Bridge;  .A..  .M. 
Leonard  William  McCollum,  I.ockport;  J.  I.  .MeEadden, 
(.tlcott;  C.  P.  Alurphy,  D.  H.  Murphy,  Royalton;  C.  N. 
Palmer,  E.  F.  Ryle,  M . J.  Ransom,  I.ockport:  William  C. 
Raymond,  Cambria;  Charles  H.  Reed,  Wilson:  G.  H 
Saddleson,  Newfane;  C.  Sage,  Pekin;  G.  Skinner,- 
Youngstown;  E.  Smith,  Lewiston;  N.  B.  Tabor,  Wilson; 

Walter  Tryon,  I.ockport;  C.  H.  Turner,  Hartland;  H. 
.A.  Wilmot,  Luke  M'oocbvorth,  Johnson's  Creek. 

.An  annual  meeting  is  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June: 
semi-annual,  first  Tuesday  in  January;  rpiarterly.  first 
Tuesdays  in  March  and  September. 

THE  PRESBYTERY  OF  NIAGARA. 

The  Presb}  tery  of  Niagara  was  set  off  from  that  of 
■ Geneva  in  February,  1817.  It  originally  embraced  its 
present  territorv,  together  with  that  of  the  presbyteries 
of  Bulfalo,  Rochester  and  Genesee.  The  last  two  of 
these  were  separated  from  it  in  1819,  and  the  first  in 
1S23. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  presbytery,  as  now  constituted, 
was  held  at  Gasi'ort,  January  27th,  1S24.  The  ministers 
present  were  R.evs.  David  M.  Smith,  of  Lewiston,  and 
I George  Colton,  of  Gasport,  and  the  elders,  Titus  Fenn, 
1 Gasport  ; .Abel  Tracy,  Gaines  ; Daniel  Holmes,  AVilson  ; 
Luther  Crocker,  Cambria  ; .Asahel  Munger,  Lockport  ; 
and  Lovel  Lewis,  Lewiston.  Rev.  I).  M.  Smith  xvas 
chosen  moderator,  and  preached  the  inaugural  sermon. 

It  was  reported  that  the  presbytery  had  within  its 
bounds  ele\  en  churches  besides  the  Tuscarora  mission, 
and  four  ordained  ministers,  two  of  whom  had  charges. 
“ Owing  to  the  newness  of  the  country  and  the  multiiili- 
citv  of  religious  sects,”  not  one  of  the  churches  was  self- 
supporting.  In  1S46  a total  membership  of  2.514  was 
reported,  the  number  having  been  raised  by  a series  of 
powerful  revivals  to  about  that  of  the  ['resent  members. 
Up  to  1874  about  144  ministers  had  been  enrolled  by  the 
presbvierv.  .-At  that  date  the  church  edifices  were  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  ;;;2oo,ooo  and  the  parsonages  ^133, coo. 
with  but  slight  indebtedness  on  the  property. 

In  1833  thirty-four  Sabbath-schools  were  re[)orted  in 
Niagara  countv,  with  214  teachers.  1.818  scholars  ami 
I. tty  libraiA  books;  and  in  Orleans  count}’  twenty-three 
.'chools.  with  2S2  teachers.  1,567  scholars  and  1.580 
books:  in  the  presbytery,  fifty-se\  en  schools.  49O  teachers, 
and  2,9 1 9 books. 

In  a historical  sketch  of  the  presbytery,  presented  1". 
Rev.  E.  B.  Marvin  in  the  latter  [lart  of  .A[)ril.  1875. 
which  the  foreg"i!'_  f.icts  have  been  taken,  he  st.tteil  tint 
the  presio  t.rv  tiieii  numbered  tw  ent\ -ti'.ree  m ■u^rer- . ■ ■ 1 
ei.,!iteen  clu’.rches,  with  a membershiji  of  2, (>47  in  tlie 
I’hurehes  and  2.841  in  the  Sabbath-schools.  Theci.urches 
;tre  tho-e  of  .Albion,  Barre  (.’enter.  ».':!rlton.  Ib.'lley. 
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Knowlcsville,  Lewistc®,  Loclcport,  Lyndonville,  Medina, 
Millville,  Niagara  Fallr.  Porter,  Pendleton  and  Wheatlield. 
Somerset,  Tuscarora,  'Wilson  and  Wright’s  Corners. 

THIS  ii.vi’Usi  H..1  \ t ION. 

This  body  was  organized  at  a meeting  of  ministers  and 
delegates  chosen  for  tlliat  purpose  by  severalchurches  then 
belonging  to  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Genesee 
association,  convened  at  Hartland,  June  23d,  1823.  It 
included  the  churchts  of  Lewiston,  Porter,  Cambria, 
Somerset,  Royalton,  Hartland,  Yates,  Gaines,  Barre  and 
Shelby,  nine  in  all.  .^t  this  meeting,  after  completing  the 
otitanization,  it  was  aitreed  to  meet  annualK  on  the  third 
Wednesday  ip  June,  at  10  o’clock.  A.  M.  At  a subse- 
quent meeting  of  the  association  the  time  of  meeting  was 
changed  to  the  second  Wednesday  in  June. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  with  the  church 
in  Hartland,  June  z6th,  1824;  all  the  churches  of  the 
association  were  represented  by  delegates  and  letters. 
The  opening  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Irons,  from  Romans  XII,  1,2.  Rev.  William  Harrington 
was  moderator,  and  Elisha  Bowen  clerk.  The  association 
had  at  this  time  seven  ordained  ministers,  viz;  Samuel 
Alvord,  Jehiel  Wisner,  William  Harrington,  Jeremiah 
Irons,  James  Carpenter,  Simeon  Dutcher  and  Asa  Spen- 
cer, with  one  licenteale,  Arab  Irons.  At  the  time  of  the 
first  meeting  the  churches  composing  the  association  had 
a membership  of  339.  Besides  the  nine  churches  which 
first  united  to  form  thv  association  others  joined  from 
time  to  time.  Some  of  these  had  but  an  ephemeral  exis- 
tence, while  others  were  dismissed  to  join  other  associa- 
tions. This  number  continued  to  multiply  until  June,  1843, 
when  twenty-four  churches  were  connected  with  the  asso- 
ciation, namely,  those  of  Albion,  Alabama,  .\kron, Carlton. 
Cambria,  Gaines  and  Murray,  Hartland,  Knowlesville, 
Lockport,  Lewiston,  Lewiston  and  Niagara,  Medina, 
Porter,  Royalton,  Somerset.  Shelby,  Tuscarora  Indian 
church',  Tonawanda  Indian  church),  M'heatland  and 
Pendleton,  Wilson,  Yates,  Pendleton  and  Middleport, 
Niagara  Falls  and  Newfane.  These  churches  had  an  ag- 
gregate membershi])  of  2,668. 

.\t  a semi-annual  meeting  of  the  association  held  w ith 
the  church  at  Hartland  in  February.  1844,  the  churches 
of  the  following  localities  at  their  reciuest  were  ilismissed 
for  the  pur[)ose  of  forming  the  ('Irleans  Baptist  .Yssoci- 
ation;  Albion,  .\labama,  Carlton,  Gaines  and  Murrav, 
Knowlesville,  .Medina,  Shelby  and  Yates. 

The  Niagara  association  now  C(.)miirises  fourteen 
churches,  nine  ordained  ministers,  three  licentiates  and 

I, 646  members.  Its  regular  annual  meetings  commeiice 
on  the  second  \\’ednesday  in  June,  d'he  officers  of  the  as- 
sociation are:  Moderator, Burt  \'an  Horn,  l.ockport ; clerk. 

J.  C.  Hopkins.  Ransoimille;  corresponding  secretary. 
H.  I'.  Hunt,  East  Clarence,  Erie  county:  treasurer,  R. 

. Noble,  \\  est  Somerset. 

PIONKKR  OKU  .\\1Z.\  I ION. 

Gn  the  14th  of  September,  1S77,  a gootll}'  number  of 
the  old  ( iti/ens  ot  Niagar.i  count)-  met  on  the  grounds  of 


William  Tenbrook,  at  Olcott,  to  form  an  assix  iation 
under  whose  auspices  the  record  ot  the  settlement  ot  the 
cfiunty  might  be  compiled  and  preser\  ed,  and  meeiin_^ 
held  at  which  the  pioneers  might  pleasantly  recall  remi- 
niscences of  the  e\entful  experience  of  old  times.  1 Ue 
following  [lersons  were  present,  the  figures  attached  to 
whose  names  indicate  their  age  at  the  time  and  the  date 
of  their  advent  in  the  county  ; 

From  Cambria,  Har\ey  Beach,  77,  1801  ; Thomas 
Barnes,  boin  in  the  county  in  18 ii. 

Hartland,  Daniel  Van  Horn,  83.  1811  ; William  Mor- 
gan, 62,  1830. 

New  fane,  Benjamin  Stout,  73,  1S15  ; Stephen  M ilson. 

Porter,  Peter  Tower,  86,  1815  ; Henry  Palmer,  69, 
1832. 

Pendleton,  Orrin  F'isk,  71,  1810. 

Lewiston,  John  Cornell,  68,  1828. 

Lockport,  Fdisha  Cla[)p  ; B.  M.  Edwards.  81;  Ira 
Farnsworth,  54,  1837  ; Peter  .\iken,  born  in  1816  ; W' 
W.  Bush,  born  in  1828. 

Royalton,  .Andrew  J.  Secor,  born  in  1817  ; P.  P.  Mur- 
phy. 

Somerset,  David  Barker,  83.  1S15  ; .Adam  Pease.  68, 
1817  ; Leman  Hoag.  81,  1825  ; Loran  Fitts,.  77,  1810. 

Wilson,  j.  M.  Newman,  65,  1818  ; J.  S.  Cuddeback, 
69,  1816  ; Rev.  .A.  Holsey,  84.  1830  ; Richard  Holmes. 

Niagara,  .Asahel  Colt. 

Wheatfield,  Lewis  S.  Payne. 

The  Niagara  County  Pioneer  .Association  was  organized, 
and  the  following  board  of  officers  chosen  : 

President,  John  Van  Horn  ; secretary,  F.  N.  Albright  ; 
executive  committee,  J.  S.  Hopkins,  Cornelius  Tompkins 
and  W'illard  .A.  Cobb. 

NI.VG.VR.X  COUNTV  .A.GRICULTUR.VL  SOCIK.TV. 

A county  agricultural  society  was  informally  organized 
at  the  court-house  in  Lockport  in  1841.  The  persons 
most  efficient  in  effecting  the  organization  were  M.  C. 
Crapsey,  Dr.  W.  .A.  Townsend,  Daniel  Pomroy.  Jabez 
Pomroy,  General  Parkhurst  'Whitney  and  ex-tlovernor 
Washington  Hunt.  The  first  president  of  the  societ\- 
was  William  Parsons.  The  first  fair  was  held  at  Lock- 
port,  and  subsequent  ones  were  held  in  most  of  the  t'.sw'n-' 
in  the  countv  e.xcept  the  eastern  tier.  The  premiums 
were  guaranteed  by  subscription.  The  oldest  certificato 
of  premiums  which  have  fallen  under  our  notice  were 
issued  in  1841. 

Of  the  fair  held  in  1842  Flenry  Coleman,  the  distin- 
guished agriculturist,  and  author  of  " European  .Agricul- 
ture." who  ivas  present,  writes  as  follows  ; “ We  had  the 
jileasure  uf  meeting  the  farmers  of  this  ferti'e  countv  on 
the  first  da'.-.  The  day  began  with  rain  and  so  continued 
until  aftern-.)on.  * * As  to  shaking  off  the  du.'t  >a' 

vour  feet,  though  cure  may  ha\c  felt  e\er  so  uncomtori- 
uble  tuw-ard.-  ;ue  g'-od  people  ol  Lockport.  ' ■a.'-'  ■ a"  - ' 
the  question  ; one  could  h.a:dl\-  sii.ike  the  mud  i,i!i  u;  " 
the  feet  went  with  it.  'The  farmer.-  of  Nia-g.ira  countx 
how  O'er,  turned  out  in  great  force.  I'he)  are  not 
house  [ lant.c  d he  show  of  c.attle  w.i-quue  numer- 
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Sonif  exc  ellent  .inimals  ot  the  iir.iiroved  breecl*;  and 
xome  I'lrxt  rate  speeimens  of  tite  I 'i^hlev,  (.'otswold  and 
I ciec'ter  sheep,  as  well  as  of  the  fine  wooled  varieties, 

A re  exhibited.  Some  excellent  horses  and  colts  were  ! 

„,-'.vi-.e  on  the  ground.  From  appearances  we  think  i 

v»e  hace  reason  to  infer  that  in  no  county  in  the  State, 

,M  I irenmstances  considered,  is  the  spirit  of  agricultural 
::ii.rovement  more  rife  than  in  this  rich  and  Ijeautiful 
. i.unty.” 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  in 

• he  basement  of  the  Baptist  church  in  the  village  of 
! iickf)ort,  on  the  iith  of  October,  1843  ; after  the  exhibi- 
tion, which  excelled  that  of  the  previous  year,  a very 
.ible  address  was  delivered  by  the  president,  Dr.  William 

\.  Townsend. 

The  officers  of  the  society  for  1844  were  ; William 
!‘.irM)ns,  president  ; Parkhnrst  Whitney  and  William  , 
Freeman,  vice-presidents  ; Chauncey  Leonard,  secretary;  | 
William  O.  Brown,  treasurer.  j 

The  society  held  its  fourth  annual  cattle  show  and  fair  j 
at  Lockport  on  the  9th  and  loth  of  October,  1S44.  One  j 
who  was  present  says:  “The  show  of  stock  was  un  1 

U'ually  large  and  of  very  superior  quality.  The  state-  | 
ments  of  several  cultivators  of  crops  showing  the  manner  } 
.md  expense  of  cultivation  and  product  of  wheat,  corn,  j 
b.irley,  oats,  carrots,  potatoes,  onions,  etc.,  were  such  as  I 
to  show  the  great  advantage  of  liberal  manuring  and  thor- 
ough culture.  There  was  exhibited  to  the  viewing  com- 
imtteeon  grain  crops  satisfactory  evidence  that  58  bushels 
of  w heat,  106  of  corn,  too  of  oats,  52  of  barley,  etc.,  were 
produced  on  one  acre  of  land  each,  during  that  season,  in 
this  county.”  The  annual  address  was  delivered  by 
t'.eorge  W.  Holley  of  Niagara  Falls,  on  the  architecture 
ol  farm  buildings,  the  happy  influences  of  a rural  life,  and 
the  beauties  and  charms  of  nature  which  always  surround 
the  husbandman. 

The  officers  for  1845  were:  James  D.  Shuler,  presi- 
dent ; Jonathan  Ingalls  and  John  Gould,  jr.,  vice-presi- 

• h-nts  ; Sullivan  Caverno,  secretary  ; and  Silas  H.  Marks,  ! 
treasurer.  The  society  from  that  period  has  held  a fair 
m the  autumn  of  each  year,  down  to  the  present  time,  and 
lor  the  past  few  years  a spring  meeting  has  been  held 
•■'.■giilarly  for  the  exhibition  of  fine  blooded  stock  and 
t irin  machinery. 

i he  present  agricultural  society  was  formed  by  the 

• -"rgani/ation  of  the  one  above  adverted  to  December 
-■■!.  1.S5S.  under  the  act  of  l.egislature  of  April  13th.  iS;:;, 

■■tiik-d  " .\n  act  to  facditate  the  formation  of  agricultural 
i d horticultural  societies."  The  first  election  of  officers 
’•a  |/lace  January  5th,  1859,  at  which  Willard  Wild  was 
' ■■■'  led  president  for  the  en>uing  year,  S.  S.  Bomrov  sec- 
'•■l.iry,  and  Roland  Sears  treasurer.  The  constitution  of 
SIX  it-tv  provitles  that  the  offii'ers  shall  consist  of  a 
t-  'idem,  twelve  vice-]>residents,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
en.ited  as  first  vice-president,  a secretarv,  a treasurer 
lul  six  directors.  All  of  the  officers  ex<  ept  the  directors 
eler:ted  annually  by  balh/i,  the  ele<  tion  being  heh'l  c.n 
<•  lir-.t  1 uesday  in  Januar\,  and  the  board  of  manager.'. 
■1's‘stA  lit  all  ol'  the  offii  ers  named,  im  hiding  the  direc- 


tors, a majority  of  the  managing  board  constituting  a ([uo- 
rum.  All  residents  of  the  county  are  eligible  to  member- 
ship for  one  year  upon  the  pa\ment  of  one  dollar  into 
the  treasurv  of  the  societv,  and  to  life  membership  upon 
the  pavment  of  ten  dollars. 

The  fair  grounds  owned  and  occupied  by  the  society 
are  situated  on  the  corner  of  Washburn  and  Willow  streets 
in  the  city  of  Lockport.  They  originally  comprised  about 
twenty  acres,  but  additions  have  since  been  made  which 
render  the  area  considerably  greater.  The  grounds  are 
well  fenced  and  pro\  ided  with  suitable  buildings  for  the 
exhibition  of  articles  of  industry,  d'he  trotting  course  is 
one  of  the  best,  and  the  judge’s  stand,  sheds  and  seats  for 
the  accommodation  of  visitors  are  substantial  and  con- 
venient. 

The  officers  of  the  society  at  the  present  time  are  as 
follows  : W.  E.  Gantt,  president  ; Solomon  Ernest,  vice- 

president  ; L.  H.  Hill,  secretary.  The  directors  and  vice- 
presidents  are  chosen  from  the  different  towns  in  the 
county. 

F.ARMERS’  CLUB  .A.XD  KRUIT-GROWERS’  SOCIETV. 

This  society  was  organized  in  1S73.  Its  objects  were 
the  mutual  benefit  of  its  members  and  the  collection  and 
dissemination  of  information  that  would  benefit  the 
farmers  and  fruit-growers  of  the  county,  by  holding 
weekly  meetings  during  the  winter  season,  and  discussing 
the  various  topics  connected  with  agriculture  and  horti- 
culture ; also  the  establishment  of  a first-class  agricultu- 
ral library  ; in  which  should  be  found  all  the  best  agricul- 
tural and  horticultural  works  that  have  been  or  may  be 
published  in  the  English  language.  To  this  library  every 
farmer,  fruit-grower  or  any  other  person  in  the  county  h.is 
free  access  by  the  payment  of  one  dollar  per  year  ; and 
all  the  money  thus  received  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
new  agricultural  works.  The  library  that  has  been  estab- 
lished by  the  club  contains  most  of  the  best  agricultural 
works  that  have  been  published  in  this  country  during 
the  past  twenty  years.  The  club  meets  weekly  during 
the  winter  months.  The  officers  for  the  first  four  vears 
were  : Claudius  L.  Hoag,  president  ; Dr.  Ephraim  W. 
Gantt,secretary ; Edward  Simmons,  treasurer  and  librarian. 
'I’hey  were  succeeded  by  Hon.  Isaac  H.  Babcock,  presi- 
dent, and  the  previous  secretary  and  treasurer  ; and  this 
board  in  tSjS  by  the  present  officers,  viz.:  John  Crowe. 
])resident;  Jabez  B.  Woodward,  secretary;  and  Edward 
Simmons,  treasurer  and  lilirarian. 

C(')UNTV  BOOR  HOUSE  .AND  F\R.M. 

Previous  to  1829  cacli  town  took  care  of  its  own  jiau- 
pers,  letting  the  contract  for  their'  support  to  the  lowv't 
bidilcr.  In  that  year,  by  legislative  enactment,  th.e  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  became  a countv  matter.  The  s.ime 
year  this  county  purchased  a f.trm  of  ninetv-one  ai  re'  in 
the  Western  p.’ri  of  tin-  town  of  I.oi  kp.crt.  ind  er.s  :■  '. 
commodious  frame  l.milding,  to  whit  li.  ’n  t!:e  : . . 
l'au['ers  of  the  ctniiUy,  then  numbering  abt.mt  tiiirty,  were 
transferred.  Hiram  McNeil,  Henrv  Norton  .imi  ( !•.•>  rec 
Reyn  lie  were  a;  j.i'inted  superintendents  of  the  p - r. 
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John  Oould  keci'cr.  In  1833  the  main  ])art  of  the  pres- 
ent l)uilding  was  erected.  It  is  built  of  >tone,  100  tcet  by 
60  in  size  and  three  stories  high,  with  a si)acious  base- 
ment. The  following  winter  a school  was  opened  in  the 
building,  for  the  benefit  of  its  younger  inmates,  taught  by 
David  Murray,  a highEy  educateil  Irishman,  which  many 
of  the  young  people  of  the  neigh.borh(jod  attended.  In 
1845  two  three-story  stone  wings  were  built,  each  torty  by 
sixty  feet;  the  east  wing  was  intended  tor  the  use  ot  the 
insane,  exclusively.  Rear  wings  ha\e  since  been  added 
for  hospital  and  other  purposes.  In  185S  an  area  one 
hundred  feet  or  iru»re  sipiare  was  inclosed  by  a solid 
stone  wall  nine  feet  high.  Thi>  yard  communicates  with 
the  east  wing  and  is  known  as  the  “ crazy  yard.”  Its  name 
issuggestiveofitsu.se.  In  1S54  an  addition  of  twenty- 
nine  acres  was  made  to  the  farm,  making  now  in  all  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Formerly  pau[)ers  of  all  classes  and  all  ages  were  re- 
ceived and  kept  here,  and  a school  for  the  benefit  of  the 
young  inmates  was  maintained.  In  1875  the  county  made 
arrangements  with  the  Home  for  the  Friendless  in  the 
citv  of  Lockjiort,  whereby  children  between  the  ages  of 
three  and  thirteen  are  cared  for  ami  schooled  at  that  in- 
stitution, at  a cost  to  the  county  of  two  dollars  each  per 
week.  The  insane  who  were  formerly  kept  here  are  now 
sent  to  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Ltica,  where  the  in- 
curable cases  are  retained,  and  the  others  transferred  to 
the  Willard  Asylum  in  Seneca  county,  for  medical  treat- 
ment. Niagara  county  pays  these  two  asylums  an  average 
of  §1,200  annually  for  the  support  of  the  insane. 

'I'he  county  house  and  farm  were  under  the  control  oj 
a board  of  three  superintendents  until  1856.  when  the 
number  was  reduced  to  one.  A keeper  was  always  em- 
ployed to  take  charge  of  the  institution  until  1875,  \\hen 
it  was  voted  that  the  superintendent  should  reside  in  the 
house  and  oversee  its  rn.magement  in  person.  They  are 
elected  once  in  three  years.  A.  H.  I.eu  is,  the  present  su- 
perintendent, took  control  of  the  institution  January  ist, 
187 8.  Some  much  needed  improvement^  which  Mr. 
Lewis  ha,i  already  m.ule  h.ave  mlded  at  least  §2.500  to 
the  \alue  ot  the  [iroperty. 

There  is  on  this  farm  an  inexhaustible  tpiarry  of  soft 
limestone.  T»)  utilize  this  MU.irry  and  at  the  same  lime 
furnish  employment  tnr  tr.imps,  .Mr.  I .ewis  caused  a build- 
ing to  be  erected  150  by  24  teet  in  size  ami  16  feet  high, 
into  which  the  limestone  is  drawn  and  there  broken  u[i, 
when  it  finds  ready  sale  at  fi''ty  1 cuts  .1  lo.id  for  m.icadam- 
izing  roads. 

I'he  [)resent  number  ot  inm.ites  i>  .ibout  180.  one  third 
of  whom  are  females.  riles  were  m. mu  lined  during  the 
vear  1S77  at  an  aver.igc  cost  .ijuei  e per  week  ot  .si.5t). 
The  aserage  annual  jirodm  ts  ot  the  t.rrm  .imouut  to 
about  S >.000.  Iw  o o\ iUmwi''  .ire  etupl'oeil  on  tile  t.irm. 
Tile  still  k 1 ous'sl.s  of  se\  eu  Imi  si  see  enleeii  eow  s .iml  a 
hue  dro\e  of  hogs  ol  .i  supeiioi  bleed. 


STATISTICS. 

The  following  compilation  from  the  last  State  census 
furnishes  an  interesting  exhibit  of  the  poimlation  and  reli- 
gious and  agricultural  status  of  the  county  in  1875; 

I’Opui-.vriON'. 

Population  in  1875,  51,399.  From  1870  to  1875  ^he 
rate  of  increase  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  population  of 
Niagara  county  was  1.91;  white  population  increase,  2.02. 
Decrease  of  colored  population  10.27.  Increase  of  native 
population,  2.61.  Decrease  of  foreign  population,  0.08. 
The  males  of  voting  age  in  Niagara  county  June  ist, 
1875,  numbered  13,686.  The  total  number  of  males  was 
25,616;  females, "25,783. 

CHl'RCHKS. 

'Lhere  were  95  church  organizations:  Baptist  7,  mem- 
bership 938;  Congregationalist  3,  membership  961;  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  22,  membership  1,792;  Presbyterian  9. 
niembershij)  1,335;  Protestant  Episcopal  7.  membership 
989;  Roman  Catholic  12,  membership  5,385;  A.  M.  E.  2. 
membersltip  46;  Campbellite  i,  membership  80;  Christian 
Connection  i,  membership  20;  Evangelical  .-Vssociation  3, 
membership  365 ; Evangelical  Lutheran  10,  membership 
1,115;  kTee  Will  Baptist  i,  membership  75;  Friends  2, 
membership  70;  Methodist  Protestant  i,  membership  48; 
Union  2,  membershiii  105;  L'nited  Evangelical  Church  i. 
membership  125;  LAiited  Methodist  Free  Church  5,  mem- 
bership 165;  Universalist  3,  membership  185;  Wesleyan 
I Methodist  3,  membership  55. 

I AGRICULTURE. 

! Niagara  county  is  one  of  the  five  counties  cultivating 
' the  largest  area  in  barley.  I'he  wheat  crop  of  this 
State  in  1874  was  10,188,067  bushels,  of  which  Niagara 
! raised  657,822  bushels. 

, The  number  of  apple  trees  in  the  State  June  ist.  1875. 
was  18,278,636,  of  which  Niagara  had  the  greatest  num- 
ber, being  1,128,274.  The  four  counties  next  in  order 
were  Monroe,  NN'ayne,  Erie  and  Orleans. 

Farms,  total  number,  4,296;  containing  20  to  50  acrc^. 
907;  50  to  TOO  acres,  1,406;  100  to  500  acres.  1,125. 
Since  1870  the  number  of  farms  had  increased  254. 
Phere  were  257,998  acres  of  improved  land.  35.709  a<.  re> 
woodlaiui  and  9.868  acres  other  land.  I'he  whole  i.' 
valued  at  §26,893,5 1 1 ; with  farm  buildings  other  than 
ilwellings  valued  at  ,§2,766,466;  stock  valued  at  .§2,449,21)2. 
'The  i)rodticts  of  the  farms  in  1874  were: 

l).irley,244, 1 3 I Inmhel.-;  buckwheat,  i 2,260:  Indian  corn, 
627,510;  oats,  836,177;  rye,  12.404;  sjiring  wheat.  4.:ii.''; 
winter  wheat,  653.524;  beans,  78.151;  peas,  17.249;  pota- 
toes. 407,084:  Hoi)s,  pounds,  6.722;  Crape-^,  pound', 

933,500.  The  amount  of  butter  made  in  families  duri:i, 
[S74  w .IS  1,300.860  pounds.  In  1875  the  amount  o' 
(.lijipcd,  \Miol  w.i'  i.U.iQ.*  piiumU. 
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CHARTER  XXIX. 


tllK  KI'K  AND  DK\  KI.OPMF.N  r OF  THE  GREAT  FRl  IT- 
r, ROWING  INTEREST  OF  NIAGARA  COL’N  T\'. 


/ V 


A^HI 


history  of  fruit-growing  in  this  county 
dates  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  county 
\ '«  by  the  wliites.  The  motises  that  induced  its 
<-'i’Itivation  at  that  early  day  were  not  of  a 
C o’  character  to  cause  extensive  planting  of  or- 

V,"  chards  of  apples,  or  any  other  fruits.  'I'he  home 
' of  the  early  settler  and  his  immediate  neighborhootl 

v\cre  the  limit  of  the  demand  for  all  kinds  of  fruit  for 
jn.my  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  county.  The 
improved  varieties  of  fruits  were  but  little  known  to  the 
luliabitants  of  this  county  in  those  days.  'I'he  apple  and 
I'cach  were  the  principal  fruits  grown  for  many  years. 

The  largest  orchards  planted  by  the  early  settlers 
were  on  the  Niagara  river  below  Lewiston,  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  about  Lock])ort.  Probably 
the  largest  orchard  planted  at  that  early  period  was 
.me  of  about  seven  hundred  trees,  set  out  by  Nathan 
I 'oinstock,  within  the  present  limits  of  the  city  of  Lock- 
port  in  the  year  rStj,  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  oc- 
> iij)ied  bv  Claudius  L.  Hoag,  on  Lake  avenue  ; some 
tour  hundred  of  the  trees  in  this  orchard  are  still  in  a 
\igorous  condition  and  produce  good  crops  of  fruit,  of 
most  of  the  popular  varieties  of  those  early  days  ; among 
which  arc  found  the  Spitzenburgh,  New  Town  Pippin, 
1 .ill  Pi|>pin,  Talman's  Sweet,  Rambo,  Yellow  Bellflower, 
Rhode  Island  Greening,  and  the  famous  Jersey  Red  for 
• ider.  The  last  mentioned  variety  proved  the  most 
profitable  for  many  years,  as  cider  was  the  standard  and 
popular  beverage  among  the  early  settlers,  before  the  in- 
irudiiction  of  those  modern  accompaniments  of  civiliza- 
tion the  brewery  and  distillery.  'I'he  early  settlers  had 
no  conception  of  the  great  change  that  half  a century 
would  bring  about  in  fruit-growing  in  Niagara  county, 
cc\er  dreaming  of  the  fact  that  they  were  living  in  a 
•mnty  that  was  destined’  to  become  more  noted  in  that 
tc-pect  than  anv  other  in  the  United  States. 

.\bout  the  year  1S45  there  liegan  to  be  a demand  for 
mier  apples  in  the  then  newlv  settled  States  of  the  west, 
■'.la  h stimulated  the  owners  of  apple  trees  to  graft  the 
'm  i-.t  worthless  sorts  that  they  had  in  cultivation  with 
• \ .iriei  ies  that  were  in  demand  for  ship[)ing.  Lrom  that 
■lie  lu  the  present  there  has  been  a rapid  increase  of 
: ; a-  or.  Ivirds  throughout  the  count)’.  The  trees  that 

• liecn  plantetl  during  the  past  twenty-h\e  A'ears  were 

• .'tlv  Ikildwins,  Rhode  Isl.md  Greenings,  Roxburv 
' .-'ct^  ,ind  Northern  Sp\s  ; the  Baldwin  has  probabb. 

'U  more  e.\ten-.i\ cK’  p'l.inted  during  the  past  twcutv 
' than. ’ll!  oilier  winter  sorts.  ,nid  judging  Iroin  the 
th  of  the  tree,  great  j r.jduciiAeness  ,ind  be.uit>  of 
at.  It  luomisc's  at  no  \ er\  dist.int  period  to  supersede 

• >''!>  se.  lion  most  of  the  other  w inter  \arieties. 

1 l.is  . onnt\  is  blcs..e‘i!  with  cinn.ite.  soil  and  pecidi.'.r 


surroundings  which  make  it  the  leading  fruit-growing 
county  in  the  L'nited  States.  .Apples,  pears,  peaches, 
plums,  tfuinces,  apricots,  nectarines,  cherries,  currants, 
goosberries.  strawberries,  blackberries,  raspberries,  and 
grapes  are  all  perfectly  at  home,  and  succeed  admirabl) 
in  all  [larts  of  the  county,  except  on  clay  soils,  where  the 
peach  is  not  a success.  More  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  apple  than  any  other  fruit,  owing 
to  the  increased  demand  and  growing  popularitv  of 
Niagara  county  ap[iles,  in  both  the  Eastern  and  M’estern 
States,  and  in  foreign  markets  wherever  they  have  been 
introduced,  which  has  stimulated  to  increased  planting  of 
the  more  [lopular  varieties  of  winter  fruits.  From  the 
most  reliable  information  we  are  enabled  to  state  quite 
accurately  the  number  of  apple  trees  now  growing  in 
orchards  in  this  county  to  be  1,400,000,  and  more  are 
being  planted  every  year. 

The  marked  peculiarity  of  the  Niagara- county  apple  is 
its  fine  grain,  containing  less  juice  and  of  a higher  riualitv 
than  the  same  varieties  grown  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
L'nited  States.  The  same  peculiarity  may  be  justly 
claimed  to  exist  in  the  character  of  all  other  varieties  of 
fruit  grown  in  this  county,  and  is  quite  as  marked  in 
the  pear  and  peach  as  in  the  apple;  each  of  the  many 
varieties  of  these  fruits  possesses  its  own  peculiar  flavor, 
which  is  brought  out  most  distinctly  by  the  climatic 
surroundings  of  this  favored  fruit-growing  section.  As 
an  illustration  we  will  take  the  Bartlett  pear,  so  well 
known  as  having  a peculiar  strong  musky  flavor,  natural 
to  that  variety  when  in  [lerfection;  which  .[uality  is  fully 
developed  in  that  fruit  when  grown  in  this  countv.  .Many 
of  the  readers  of  this  work  have  undoubtedly  eaten  fine 
specimens  of  the  Bartlett  grown  in  other  localities  in  the 
l'nited  States,  in  which  they  discovered  not  the  least 
trace  of  this  aroma;  and  the  same  marked  deficiency  of 
flavor  will  be  found  to  exist  in  other  fruits  grown  in  the 
South  and  M’est,  and  in  localities  where  the  annual  rain- 
fall is  much  heavier  than  in  Niagara  county. 

Next  to  the  ajqile  the  peach  is  grown  more  extensiveh' 
than  any  other  fruit  in  this  count)',  having  been  intro- 
duced with  the  a[i[)le  by  the  first  settlers.  Most  of  the 
varieties  grown  for  many  years  were  seedlings,  some  of 
which  were  ..[uite  cHpial  to  the  cultivated  varieties  now' 
grown.  'I'his  fruit  is  considered  by  many  the  most  j.rofit- 
able  cro[)  they  can  grow,  'bhe  most  jiromising  Narieties 
for  orchards  at  present  are  the  Early  Beatrice.  Early 
I.ouise,  Amsden,  .-Uexander,  C.'rawford's  learh  , Crawford's 
Late,  t)klmi\on  and  Morris's  \Vhite.  large  number  ot 
peach  trees  are  jdanted  yearly;  a good  croj)  and.  good 
prices  are'  sure  to  be  followed  by  a large  planting  the 
following  season. 

Many  of  the  first  settlers  planted  a few  pear  tree', 
some  (,'f  which  still  remain  as  landmarks,  but  man\  of 
themha\e  died  from  blight  and  old  age.  The  pear  is 
being  grown  to  consi.leTal'le  exterit  in  all  part'  of  ti'e 
coimis.bul  its  m'U'l.d  eiiemv,  the  blight,  has  foun.ii  it  iieo- 
•IS  well  as  in  other  places,  and  h.is  swept  awa\  tliou.'.m.i' 
of  trees,  man)  of  which  h.ive  been  repla.'ed.  and  ,i  num- 
ber of  tpiite  large  orch.ii'.L  hue  been  pi  inte.l  during  t'a- 
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past  few  years.  The  most  popular  sorts  at  present  are 
the  Fartlett,  Ducliesse  d'.-\ngouleme,  Seckel  and  Beurre 
d'.Vnjou.  'I'liere  are  many  other  excellent  varieties  in  ! 
i i;!ti\ ation,  but  none  whkh  have  as  vet  attained  the  pop-  1 
ularity  of  those  that  have  been  named.  j 

Previous  to  1865  but  few  ([uince  trees  had  been  planted;  j 
but  since  that  lime  many  thotisand  trees  have  been  set 
in  different  parts  of  the  countv.  There  are  at  present 
ten  times  as  m.iny  trees  of  this  fruit  growing  in  the  1 ounty  | 
a->  there  were  ten  years  ago. 

The  improved  varieties  of  plums  have  never  been 
grown  nere  to  any  great  extent,  but  increased  attention  is 
now  being  given  to  the  cultivation  of  this  excellent  fruit, 
with  a pros[)ect  of  many  thousand  trees  being  set  during 
the  next  few  years;  as  this  fruit  is  very  profitable  at 
prices  much  below  the  usual  sales  in  this  market,  a single 
crop  bringing  from  three  to  five  hundred  dollars  per 
acre. 

'I'he  grape  is  comparatively  a new  fruit  among  the  fruit- 
growers of  this  county,  as  but  little  attention  has  been 
given  to  its  cultivation  until  within  the  past  few  years. 
Some  who  have  neglected  their  vineyards  do  not  consider 
it  a profitable  fruit,  but  when  properly  cared  for  it  has 
proved  a paying  crop,  and  the  greatly  increased  consump-. 
tion  of  this  healthiest  and  finest  of  all  fruits,  in  all  of  our 
large  towns  and  cities,  will  warrant  increased  planting  of 
vinevards  where  the  grape  succeeds  as  well  as  it  does  in 
Niagara  county.  The  number  of  acres  of  vineyard  in  the 
county  probably  would  not  exceed  two  hundred. 

One  of  the  sources  of  Niagara  county’s  remarkable 
su{)eriority  in  fruit  production  is  the  climatic  influence  of 
the  winds.  The  southwest,  west,  northwest,  north  and 
northeast  winds  always  pass  during  the  whole  year  over 
o[ien  water  before  reaching  this  section,  which  accounts 
for  the  mercury  seldom  falling  lower  than  five  or  ten  de- 
grees below  zero  during  the  winter  season.  These  winds 
also  serve  as  a protective  against  the  late  spring  and 
early  autumn  frosts.  The  cool  autumn  winds  blowing 
directly  off  the  lakes  are  supposed  to  retard  the  ripening 
of  winter  fruits,  leaving  the  ripening  process  to  be  carried 
out  during  the  winter  and  spring  following,  and  greatly 
enhancing  their  value  for  market  by  their  long  keeping 
<pialities.  Another  favorable  influence  is  the  dryness  of 
the  atmosphere.  'I'lie  average  annual  rainfall  given  by  a 
record  kept  in  this  county  during  a period  of  eighteen 
vears  was  22.45.  It  is  conceded  by  e\ery  obsertant 
lultivatorof  fruit,  that  all  fruits  possess  a much  higher 
ipiality  when  the  season  is  dry  than  when  it  is  very  wet; 
this  ( onclusion  is  fullv  verified  by  the  experience  of  man  v 
( iihi\  ators  in  this  county,  where  the  ff-uits  we  have  named 
find  a climate  and  surroundings  whi.  h enable  them  to 
be! ter  develoi)  all  their  high  (jualities  than  in  anv  other 
section  of  the  L’nited  States  cast  of  the  Mississipjfi 
\ ,dlev. 

rhu>  soil  anil  ( imi.iti.-  1 onidnie  reU'ler  \i.>e ara 

< oiiniv  an  uneipiaded  fruit-growing  region.  ,ind  the  ir.- 
telligeui  e and  enterprise  of  its  horticulturists  have  gi\  en 
it  ihe  pre-eminent  position  it  was  nnturallv  fitted  to 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


.X  SKETCH  OE  THE  (H-.OI.OOV  OF  NIAttAK.t  COUN  t V. 


[By  A.  Walter  TtiTON,  M.D.] 


geology  of  Niagara  coitnty  presents  sev 
eral  features  of  more  than  ordinary  interest, 
as  three  imjiortant  groups  of  rocks  have 
quite  an  extensive  exposure  within  its  limits. 
These  groups  compose  the  larger  portion  of 
Upper  Silurian  age,  and  have  been  named 
after  the  localities  in  which  they  have  their  greatest 
development,  or  expositre.  The  lowest  of  these  groups 
is  the  Medina,  the  second  the  Clinton,  and  the  third  is 
the  Niagara. 


Each  gives  peculiar  features  to  the  landscape  along  the 
line  of  its  outcrop.  The  Niagara  limestone,  on  account 
of  its  compactness  and  power  to  resist  weathering,  gives 
the  character  of  a bold  bluff  to  the  terrace  known  as  the 
Mountain  Ridge.  The  Clinton  forms  small  plateaus  at 
the  base  of  the  shale  hills,  and  the  uniform  texture  of  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Medina  is  the  cause  of  the  even  sur- 
face of  the  country  bordering  on  and  extending  back 
from  Lake  Ontario.  But  these  features  will  be  better 
understood  by  a separate  study  of  each  group. 


THE  MEDINA  EPOCH. 


The  rock  of  this  formation  is  exposed  in  the  Niagara 
river  from  Lewiston  to  near  the  Falls,  where  it  passes 
under  the  water  of  the  river.  From  Lewiston  eastward, 
it  extends  for  several  miles  along  the  base  of  the  escarp- 
ment formed  by  the  Niagara  limestone  ; afterward  it 
spreads  out  wider  to  the  northward  and  forms  a distinct 
bluff  from  half  a mile  to  a mile  from  the  limestone  ter- 
race, and  on  a line  corresponding  with  it.  A few  miles 
east  of  Lockport  its  elevation  is  lost  in  the  general  level 
of  the  country,  and  the  rock  disappears,  and  is  not  seen 
again  in  the  county. 

The  strata  of  this  group  are  usually  divided  into  four 
different  bands  : 

I.  Red  marl,  or  marly  sandstone  ; 2.  Gray  quartzose 
sandstone  ; 3.  Like  the  first,  but  to  the  westward  becom- 
ing more  sandy  ; 4.  The  gray  terminal  jiortion. 

The  Red  Marl,  the  first  or  lowest  of  these  bands,  is 
sometimes  mottled  with  greenish  spots,  and  it  is  readilv 
decomiiosed  by  exjiosure.  It  is  the  source  of  the  red 
clays  throughout  the  county.  No  fossils  are  found  in  it. 

The  Giax  Qiiailzase  Sinidefoiie. — This  jiortion  suc<  eeds 
the  previous,  and  i^  twenty-live  feet  thick  on  the  Niagara 
river.  It  is  the  hardest  portion  of  the  group,  and  is  ex- 
tensively (]Married  north  of  the  city  of  Lockport,  for  |>av  - 
ing  and  llagging  stones.  This  region  is  known  as  Rattle- 
snake hill,  ! I'.i  it>  n.ime  from  the  lar,;e  nuin!  ■.  rs  of 
tiic-'c  iT'ptiles  vvlia  h lonuerlv  tound  sei  lire  retreats  in  the 
crevii  es  of  these  rocks.  I’hc  strata  in  this  localitv  are  in 
distiiK  t layers  and  are  easily  separated.  .Some  i.f  these 
layers  aro  verv  thin,  b ung  not  more  than  an  eighth  to  a 
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l-'EA'ri'RKS  OK  THE  MAOARA  COrX'l'V  ROCKS. 


(|iiartcr  of  an  inch  in  thickne«.  Red  bands  and  mottlin;j;3 
frc(iuently  intersperse  the  gray  color,  d'his  band  contains 
many  valves  of  I.ingiila  and  a few  other  shells.  It  is 
ripple  and  wa\e  marked  and  foears  indisputable  evidence 
of  its  de[)Osition  in  a >I'.aIlow.  broken  sea. 

A’/v/  S/zii/i',  or  San.lstonc. — Ihis  is  a red,  shaly,  or  marly 
mass,  mottled  witli  < ircular  spots  of  greenish  gray,  or  is 
freijiiently  marked  with  bands,  parallel  with  the  strata. 

The  oxidation  of  the  iron,  which  gives  color  to  the  rocks, 
has  been  altered  by  the  presence  of  carlxmaceous  matter. 

As  we  ascend  the  shaly  matter  diminishes,  and  the  sandy 
character  increases,  until  the  whole  is  terminated  byasili- 
cious,  or  in  some  places  argillaceous,  light  gray  sand- 
stone. 

Grccnish-Gray  Argi/hu't’ous  Sainfsto>n\ — This  band  dif- 
fers from  the  3d  division  more  in  its  color  than  in 
anv  of  its  other  features.  Il  forms  a-  marked  line,,  con- 
trasting sharply  with  the  dark  red  of  the  preceding  divi- 
sion. It  is  variable  in  thickness,  being  at  Lockport  less 
than  two  feet,  and  on  the  Niagara  river  about  ten  feet  in 
thickness.  At  I.ewiston  small  black  pebbles  are  found  in  ; 
,t.  Only  one  species  of  fossil  is  known  in  this  division, 
Diituolites  Beckii,  Conrad.  It  was  a remarkable  seaweed, 
having  curiously  reticulated  branches,  and  fine  interlaced 
lateral  rootlets.  It  often  covers  large  spaces  with  its 
curious  branches,  indicating  that  it  grew  abundantly 
during  this  period. 

The  Medina  epoch  affords  many  peculiar  features 
worthy  of  special  study.  The  intercalation  of  the  gray 
ipiart^ose  band,  abounding  in  fucoids  and  low  orders  of 
molmsca,  between  the  red  shaly  bands  that  lie  above  and  | 

below  it,  is  an  interesting  fact,  showing  the  great  changes  | 

which  occurred  in  the  midst  of  a single  period.  ' 

The  lowest  or  first  division  appears  to  have  been  rap-  I 

idly  deposited;  the  material,  as  it  was  of  a uniform  nature,  I 

was  probably  furnished  from  the  same  source.  It  was  a 1 

marly  mud,  charged  heavily  with  iron,  and  nearly  void  of  I 

organic  life,  and  it  was  deposited  in  moderately  deep  ! 

water.  An  upheaval  occurs,  or  some  change  takes  place,  | 

by  which  the  depth  of  the  water  is  greatly  lessened,  and  | 

an  entirely  different  sediment  is  washed  into  and  depos- 
ited over  this  shallow  ocean  bed.  Organic  life  becomes  | 
abundant.  In  the  siliceous  sand  the  curious  brachiopod  ^ 
f.iugnla  aiueata  flourished.  I,ong,jointed,fucoid  seaweeds, 
lloating  in  the  water,  became  stranded  on  the  beaches. 

So  near  the  surface,  in  places,  lies  the  sandy  bottom  that 
ripple  marks  and  wave  marks  are  distinctly  inifiressed  on 
the  sand,  and  so  free  from  heavy  winds  or  storms  was  the  i 

period,  that  these  delicate  shiftings  of  the  sand  are  left 
undisturbed,  and  to-day  we  behold  this  rippled  and  wave 
marked  ocean  bed  permanently  preserxed  in  the  solid 
stone  of  this  ancient  Silurian  age.  There  were  places 
where  the  sand  was  entirely  ex[)osed  at  times,  for  rain 
dro]>s  have  m.trked  the  surface,  and  sun  crai  ks,  the  result 
ot  shrinkage  from  the  drying  of  ;trgiii,icecius  sand  in  the 
sunshine,  are  (tltinly  discernable.  .\gain  the  .si'ene  is 
shifted,  and  nearh  the  same  conditions  prewail  as  at  first.  i 
A red.  marly  mud,  mixed  with  sand,  is  now  washed  into  a 1 
deeper  oce.in  basin,  .uul  the  rem.iins  of  organic  life  again 
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disappear,  except  here  and  Lhere  a mass  of  peculiar  sea- 
weed still  exists. 

'The  extent  of  the  Medina  group  sta  ins  ipiite  limited, 
when  compared  with  the  remaining  ro<  ks  of  this  period. 
It  occurs  throughout  western  New  York,  thinning  out  to 
the  eastward;  it  is  not  found  beyond  I’tica.  Southward 
of  the  Ap[ialachian  region,  it  extends  through  to  Tcnn- 
syhania  and  \'irginia,  where  in  pl.tces  it  .ittaiiis  ,i  thic  k- 
ness  of  1,500  feet.  It  is  from  350  to  400  feet  tiii<  k on  the 
Niagara  river,  and  passes  into  C'an.ul.i,  ,ind  has  been 
traced  to  the  northwest  as  far  as  the  straits  of  .Mackinac. 
Evervwhere  it  presen.ts  the  same  features,  indicating  a 
quiet,  shallow  sea,  fed  by  streams  uhic  h for  ages  brought 
down  the  same  sediment. 

The  minerals  of  this  period  are  not  available  for  econ- 
omic purposes.  Iron  is  largely  diffused  throughout  the 
rocks,  but  only  sufficient  to  give  coloring.  Salt  siirings 
abound,  and  in  many  places  in  the  countv  salt  water  is 
obtained  in  digging,  but  it  is  too  impure  to  be  worked  ad- 
vantageously. Muriate  of  >ime  and  iron  constitute  these 
impurities,  and  give  to  the  salt  obtained  its  sharp,  brack- 
ish, unpleasant  taste. 

CUNTcaX  FPOCH. 

Next  above  the  Medina  group  follow  the  rocks  of  the 
Clinton  epoch.  They  have  a wide  range  and  are  (piite 
variable  in  character.  The  first  of  this  series  is  a green 
shale,  forming  rather  an  abrupt  transition  from  the  sand- 
stone below.  This  band  is  mostly  devoid  of  fossils,  but 
at  Lockport,  on  the  banks  of  the  Eighteen-mile  creek, 
the  writer  found  a portion  was  full  of  a little  crustacean, 
Agnotus  latiis.  This  band  is  only  a few  feet  thick,  and  in 
places  has  an  intermediate  red  stratum. 

In  this  county  the  next  subdivision  of  this  groiq)  is 
wanting.  This  contains  in  other  parts  of  the  State  a red. 
argillaceous  iron  deposit,  and  from  the  small  tlattened 
grains  which  compose  it,  is  called  “lenticular  ore.’’ 

Next  in  order  comes  the  division  called  the  Pentamerus 
limestone.from  the  vast  numliers  of  a shell  called  Peutam- 
crus  ol’loagiis,  which  some  portions  of  it  contain.  'This 
stratum  thins  out  in  this  county,  and  is  almost  devoid  of 
this  shell,  only  a few  s[iecimens  hax  ing  been  found. 

A green  shale  similar  to  the  first  is  found  next  in  otlier 
regions,  but  is  also  wanting  here,  and  tire  limestone, 
which  follows  and  is  comi'osed  largely  of  broken  crinoiil 
columns  and  small  shells,  lies  immediatelv  upon  the  Pen- 
tamerus limestone.  It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  the  two 
into  scqiarate  baniL.  This  iqiper  lax'er  of  limestone  is 
largely  magnesian,  and  from  the  jiresence  of  iron  p\  rit<-> 
is  r.qiidly  derompo^cvl,  jiroducing  sulphate  of  maene<i.(. 
or  epsom  salts,  wliu  !i  i>  found  in  ipiite  large  pieces  at  f.i- 
vorable  point>  along  the  river  banks  abo\e  Lewiston. 
'This  band  of  the  ('linton  fornix  the  small  plateau  below 
the  shale  hill  on  which  stands  the  residence  <>f  Mr.  U'lv- 
more;  a.Lo  the  larger  plateau  on  which  the  counts  hou~e 
is  ercctedi,  and  which  e'.temU  from  the  bluff  we'i  of  'be 
county  house  ca-twardK  to  tiie  rax  ine  and  noriiiw.iid 
to  the  x ineyartls  of  N S.  Ringueberg. 

Tiie  rocks  of  the  C.’linton  epoch  are  onlx  about  txxcntx' 
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feet  in  thickness  at  I.ock[>ort  and  twenty-four  feet  on  the  j 
Niagara  ri%  er.  Their  oiitrroj)  is  seen  at  various  points  | 

along  the  base  of  the  Niagara  grouj),  on  the  top  ot  tlie  j 

terrace  formed  by  the  Medina  sandstone,  between  Lock-  i 
port  and  Lewiston, andalong  the  banks  of  the  Niagara  river. 

The  Clinton  rocks  indicate  a wide-sjjread  ocean.  It  I 
has  been  traced  west  to  the  .Mississippi  river  and  beyond  | 
into  Iowa,  and  southward  along  the  Ajipalachian  range 
through  Pennsylvania  and  \'irginia  into  .\Iabama.  .\t 
the  West  it  is  thin,  but  in  some  parts  of  New  York  it  is 
two  hundred  feet  thick. 

The  shale  bands  indicate  dee[)er  water,  conseipiently  a 
subsidence  of  the  land,  d'he  limestone  must  have  been 
formed  in  shallower  water,  under  a tropical  climate,  for  j 
coral  reefs  abound,  and  brachio[xjd  shells  were  common, 
with  crinoids  and  ethinoderms.  Fucoids  prevailed  in 
great  numbers  and  were  ([uite  variable  in  size,  but  differ- 
ent from  those  in  the  rocks  below. 

NI.Af;.\R.-V  EFWCH. 

'Phis  group  terminates  the  series  of  rocks  found  in  the 
county.  In  many  respects  it  is  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able of  all  the  geological  formations.  It  clearly  marks 
vast  changes  in  this  great  inner  continental  basin,  lying 
between  the  Appalachian  range  on  the  east  and  the 
Rocky  mountain  range  on  the  west.  The  uniformity  of 
its  structure,  and  the  regularity  of  its  occurrence,  point  to 
a vast  ocean  lying  between  these  mountain  ranges,  and 
e.xtending  at  least  from  Alabama  on  the  south  far  into 
the  arctic  regions.  .\Iong  toe  eastern  portions  of  this 
vast  inland  sea  the  deposits  of  this  epoch  first  occurred. 

In  this  county  and  immediately  following  the  limestone 
of  the  Clinton,  we  have  a fine,  bluish-gray,  argillaceous 
rock,  known  as  the  Niagara  shale.  This  formation  is 
well  seen  where  the  locks  of  the  Erie  Canal  are  cut 
through  its  outcrop  at  Lockport. 

This  shale  readily  changes,  on  e.xposure,  to  a gray  marly 
clay.  This  character  is  best  observed  in  the  various  shale 
hills,  or  terrace  slopes,  below  the  junction  of  the  canal  and 
railroad  at  Lockport.  The  lower  portion  is  mostly  a pure 
aluminous  shale,  but  in  the  higher  [>arts  bands  of  lime- 
stone occur.  These  on  exposure  break  up  into 'fragments 
Mhich  retain  many  fine  s[)eciniens  of  fossils,  most  beauti- 
fully preserved  on  their  surface.  These  limestone  strata 
iiK  rcase  till  tlie  shale  ceases,  and  the  hard,  compact  Ni- 
agara limestone  obtains.  This  transition  can  be  traced 
along  the  cut  of  the  canal  above  the  locks,  towards 
Mc'>r->.  (Carpenter's  tpiarries,  where  the  limestone  is  seen 
m its  perfection,  and  it  is  extensively  (piarried  for  build- 
ing m.iteii.d.  'file  thickness  of  the  sh.ile  is  ([uite  uniform. 

At  Koi  heater  it  i'  a little  les-.  than  ico  feet,  at  Lo(  kjiort 
It  i^  Si  feet.  b\-  actual  measurement,  and  it  is  the  -aine  at 
Niagar.i  f alls. 

'1  he  Niag.tra  llmc>tonc.  as  before  stated,  fornix  th.e 

0 r>>p  .di  c..;  liu-  >umm;t  art  ,ieu’  f"  ■ 

the  Nbv.f.t.un  Lid^e."  .n,d  ..  v;.-;,..-  f:  !.  v n .,  •. 

1 '»  k!'in'i,  and  eistu.ird  to  the  ( 'oM  Spring  t emeti,  r\'. 
jii't  hes'iind  which  this  rock  wu'  ipuirried  to  obtain  the 
in  lie  1 1. 1 1 lor  < I )ii'l  nil  ling  the 


The  limestone  gradually  increases  in  depth  to  the  west- 
ward; in  Wayne  county  it  is  30  to  40  feet  thick,  at 
Rochester  from  70  to  80,  and  at  Niagara  Falls  164  feet. 
Like  the  other  groujis  of  this  period  the  Niagara  lime- 
stone is  very  thick  in  the  A[)ualachian  region,  through 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  In  the  former  State  its  thick- 
ness exceeds  1,500  feet.  To  the  Niagara  limestone  are 
we  indebted  for  the  falls  of  .Niagara,  with  all  their  wonder- 
ful scenery.  Its  great  solidity  and  thickness  jjrotect  the 
shale  beneath,  which  being  decomposed  out,  leaves  the 
projecting  strata  of  limestone  to  form  the  edge  of  the 
vast  precipice  over  which  the  immense  cataract  pours. 
It  is  very  plain  to  the  geologist  that  there  was  a time  in 
the  past  when  the  falls  of  Niagara  stood  at  Lewiston. 
By  the  slow  process  of  the  decom])osition  of  the  under- 
lying shales  and  sandstones,  till  the  jmojecting  mass  of 
limestone  was  compelled  to  break  away,  by  its  own 
weight  and  that  of  the  mass  of  water  which  poured  over 
it,  the  river  has  cut  its  way  to  its  present  bed.  and  the 
falls  have  receded  to  the  position  which  they  now  oc- 
cupy. 

For  a theory  of  the  formation  of  the  falls,  the  writer 
refers  the  reader  to  Mr.  Holley’s  interesting  woik.  "Ni- 
agara, its  History  and  Geology.”  and  to  an  article  in  the 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  \'ol.  i.  No.  5,  page  ^64,  bv 
Prof.  W.  L).  Gunning,  “The  Past  and  Future  of  Niagara." 

Minerals  of  the  Nia^e;ara  Group. — This  countv  aboiimls 
in  certain  fine  mineral  specimens,  which  are  unsurpa'<ed, 
or  scarcely  equalled,  by  those  of  any  other  region  of  the 
world.  These  specimens  are  mostly  obtained  in  the  Ni- 
agara limestone.  In  the  shale  iron  pyrites  are  abundant, 
but  are  ne\er  found  in  large  masses.  Their  decomposi- 
tion with  the  shale  forms  sulphate  of  magnesia,  sulphate 
of  allumina,  and  chloride  of  sodium.  The  water  of  wells 
sunk  into  the  shale-  too  far  is  sufficiently  impregnated 
with  these  products  to  make  it  very  unpalatable  for  drink- 
ing purposes. 

In  the  limestone  numerous  geodes,  or  cavities,  ha\e 
been  formed  by  dissolving  out  the  organic  remains  de- 
posited in  them.  Masses  of  corals,  being  porous,  were 
readily  removed  in  this  way.  'I'he  surfaces  of  the  ca\  ities 
thus  formed  were  lined  by  the  dc[)Osition  upon  them.  >>f 
beautiful  crystals  of  dog-tooth  and  pearl  spars,  forming 
crystal  grottoes  of  wondrous  brilliancv.  Fine  pieces  of 
snowy  gypsum,  of  selenite,,  celestite,  and  rarelv  of  anin  - 
driie  and  tluor  spar,  are  also  found  in  these  geodes.  Sm.  II 
crystals  of  zinc  blende,  also  of  galena,  or  lead  ore.  |ire- 
vail,  more  esjjecially  in  the  higher  and  darker  iiortious  of 
the  lime-'tone.  Occasionally  fne  spei  imens  are  obtained, 
w here  several  kinds  of  these  minerals  are  most  wamdrr- 
full_\-  blended  and  intermingleal.  Liule  pools  of  'e'e'.’’.- 
have  th.eir  (lei)ths  lined  w ith  exquisite  ( r\si,dsof  >]  ar. 
Fine  siha  ry  bars  of  celestite  lie  imbeded  in  the  tr.  's- 
pan-nt  selenite  ; masses  of  the  snow\  g\  psum  are  crowd- 
ei'.  i:'.--;.d-  of  sp.ir,  and  [•e-rli.ips  o\ er  a ■' 

m.ike  be.uiiilui  and  elesirablc  c.ibinent  specimen".  In 
the  large  m.tsses  ot  roc  k wide  h h.i\c  bee  n rinnived  fr.  in 
ihc  deep  1 .il  ot  llm  i ,IM  d .ib'ivc'  llilc  ilin.'^  F■ru!_.■,  ■! 
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FOSSILS  IN  THE  NIAGARA  (’.ROUR. 


n;  mu■n^  oan  yet  he  obtained  abundantly  by  breaking 
d-.ciii  u[>  « arct’.illy  with  a heavy  hammer. 

|*j  .(  .Vsher  15.  l Aan.s,  principal  of  the  Lockporl  T_  n- 
i.'ij  >1  liool,  ha-j  recently  obtained  in  this  uay  as  line  a 
€ i>l!e*  tion  of  these  minerals  as  probably  has  ever  been 
nude  m this  county. 

/■'I’uils  of  the  yicti^ara  E^'Oth.  The  organic  remains 
loiind  in  this  group,  and  particularly  in  the  shale,  are 
vers  interesting.  Six  sjiecies  of  trilobUes  and  nine  s[je- 
< ies  of  crinoids.  with  as  many  species  of  shells,  character- 
ize this  e[ioch,  and  occur  in  no  other  rocks  found  in  this 
State.  Corals  abounded  in  great  profusion,  but  are  small 
and  mostlv  branching  forms  in  the  shale.  In  the  lime- 
stuiie  perioil  reef  corals  prevailed,  with  delicate  i.  rinoids 
of  wondrous  beauty.  'I  hese  last  named  creatures  were 
rooted  in  the  mud  of  the  sea  bottom,  from  which  arose  a 
long,  slender,  jointed  stem,  which  suddenly  expanded 
into  a cu[)ped,  lily-like  summit,  made  of  many  neatly  fit- 
ting embossed  plates,  and  around  the  summit  of  which 
many  long,  slender  jointed,  fingers  extended.  These  it 
probably  used  for  gathering  in  its  food.  On  the  top  of 
its  head,  and  amidst  its  delicate  fingers,  was  situated  its 
mouth,  surrounded  by  five  petal-like  lips.  Such  a crea- 
ture was  Caryocriniii  oruatus,  the  finest,  most  abun- 
dant, and  characteristic  crinoid  of  this  shale  ocean.  In 
and  out  among  the  various  forms  of  these  fairy  crinoids 
there  crejrt  and  crawled  a still  more  unii[ue  and  strange 
form  of  life;  these  were  the  triobites  of  this  ancient  sea, 
a form  of  life  which  has  passed  entirely  away.  They 
were  a crustacean  with  three-lobed,  jointed,  exjianded 
flat  bodies,  with  many-lensed  eyes,  a sort  of  prophecy  of 
the  butterfly,  which  should  flit  in  the  air  of  after  ages,  as 
they  crawled  through  the  mud  ot  this  ancient  sea.  Some 
of  them  were  12  inches  long  and  several  inches  broad; 
others  were  scarcely  an  inch  in  length.  Resides  these 
ipiaint  creatures  many  curious  and  exquisite  mollusca 
dwelt  in  this  old  ocean.  Orthocerae — straight-chambered 
shells,  the  forerunner  of  the  coiled  ammonites  of  after 
ages  and  the  pearly  nautilus  of  our  day,  found  a home 
in  this  Silurian  sea.  The  spirifers,  a bivalve  shell,  were 
particularly  abundant, and  SpiriftrXiayaiLnsii  is  the  char- 
:u  teristic  shell  of  the  group.  Rhinchotuila  aiucata  and 
Rhiiiclioiu'iia  )ux/ccta  marked  another  class.  Ahxpa  rcticu- 
a shell  of  wide  distribution, being  found  in  the  upper 
Silurian  deposit  of  F.ngland  as  well  as  here, nourished  in  the 
GliiUon  epoch  and  passed  through  all  the  changes  of  that 
formition,  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  Niagara 
cpiM  h.  lu  find  its  highest  development  in  the  Hamilton 
-T' cap,  ages  after  tiie  conq)letion  of  the  Niagara  ( ountv 
r " k'.  ,\  singular  feature  of  this  survi\al  i^  that  this  shell 

' ■ ■■uimi.il!)  increases  in  si/.e.  The  specimens  found  in 
N i.i  :ai  a groiij)  are  larger  than  those  of  the  Clinton, 
in  ihe  H.unilton  it  attain^,  a si/.e  that  has  made  nat- 
• liesitale  to  c.ill  it  a rctiailiris,  believing  that  it 

■ ' ' .;  nee  spi'(  i(.>;  Init  a < arctul  stud\  ot  .1  large  num- 
i:,.m  luiUirm.s  due  naturalist  in  the  oinniun  tha' 
■;  c,  ir,  ilu.-  s.nne  through  all  these  jicriods,  and 
I'.n  It  ..■niinued  to  find  more  favorable  conditions  of 
■ 'nl  the  ll.iiuilton  period  rlos^'d.  wlu'ii  it  tw.-i  des- 


tined to  i>ass  away.  Several  spries  of  hithis,  a most  ex- 
quisite and  delicate  shell,  are  fotind  in  the  Niag.ira  sluale. 

Though  this  ancient  ocean  teemed  with  a < urious  iiie. 
yet  it  was  a silent,  lonely  waste  of  waters.  As  yet  no  li-h 
sported  in  its  deeps,  no  reptile  crawled  amid  its  soft 
ooze.  No  bird  sported  over  its  bosmii,  or  tlipjjed  its  t rest 
in  its  slumbering  surface.  No  animal  haunted  its  loneU. 
barren  shores.  Many  fresh  water  streams  must  luue 
been  busy  carrying  sediment  from  the  land  above  its  sur- 
tace,  yet  no  traces  of  any  fresh  water  creatures  are  found. 
Not  a trace  of  any  land  plant  has  yet  been  discovered,. 
Barren  and  desolate  indeed  must  have  been  the  lonelv 
coast  which  surrounded  this  paleozoic  sea.  Not  a |dant. 
not  a bird,  not  an  animal  or  creeqang  thing  on  tiie  Lind. 

Vet  in  these  mysterious  waters  the  [irocesses  of  Living 
the  foundations  of  a vast  continent  were  going  on.  Slow  - 
ly  beneath  that  wide  spread  sea,  corals,  i rinoids  and 
mollusca  were  elaborating  the  rocky  materia!  of  a \.i-t 
tract  that  after  the  lapse  of  an  almost  infinite  period  of 
time,  was  to  teem  with  a life  and  an  activity  imiiienselv 
superior  to  the  creatures  which  laid  the  stepjiing  stones 
on  which  we  tread  to  day.  Yet  such  are  the  ways  of  t!ie 
Infinite  Creator.  More  than  2,500  feet  of  solid  roc  k, 
deposited  out  of  a sea  teeming  with  lower  forms  of  life, 
and  preserving  in  its  rocky  strata  the  [letrified  forms  ot 
their  existence,  contain  God’s  record  of  what  has  been, 
and  which  lies  beneath  the  feet,  and  th.e  line  of  ascent  o'" 
him  who  proudly  treads  above  them  now. 

If  we  are  filled  with  wonder  and  awe  when  we  g.;/e 
back  through  these  aeons  of  the  past  and  consider  w h.it 
has  been,  what  should  be  one’s  feelings  when  we 
contemplate  the  vistas  of  the  future,  and  titiuk 
of  what  is  yet  to  be?  Wc  cannot  rest  in  the  belief  that 
I the  consummation  of  animated  nature  is  yet  reached. 
Rather  let  us  reverently  look  forward,  and  work  on  in 
the  faith  that  as  an  infinite  past  lies  downward  behind  U'. 
so  an  infinite  future  rises  upward  before  us. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 


NIAG.XKA  COUNTt  IN  THE  CIVIL  W AR IHt  2S1H.  gc;  1 11. 

TOOl'H  AND  1 02  NO  INEANTkV. 


county  sharecl  largely  in  tiie  martial  <.n- 
yV  thusiasm  created  by  the  fall  of  Fort  .''uiuk" 

in  the  middle  of  April,  iSOi.ami  l're>;d' 
Lincoln’s  proclamation  calling  for 
volunte«.rs  to  re-establish  the  .uul’oi.iv 
government  in  the  .South.  Public  :r.ect::-_- 
' were  held  all  over  the  county,  the  lir^t  .it  \ 

port  on  the  iStli  of  April,  and  a second  at  the 
jilace  on  the  20th.  .At  the  latter  more  th.in  ,ss..?  w 
raised,  wliich  was  p.iid  out  to  volunteer'-  ."ni  Rn  r t 
lies.  Large  Slims  vv  ere  aLo  contrilnucd  . A- w ■ ■ 
county. 

Ry  the  iSth  Cajitain  Elliott  AV.  Cook  h.ui 
recTuiting  office  at  I.oc'kport  for  die  ]'uip'>'C  "i  : ' ■ - 
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HIS'l’ORV  OF  MACARA  COUNTY,  NKW  YORK. 


t ()m|)any.  Such  \\3>  the  s]>irit  of  r!ie  Iiour  tli.it  in  tuo  | 

(iavs  one  liundred  .md  forty  men  enlisted,  and  w itliin  a j 
few  ilays  more  five  companies  had  Iieen  organized  from  j 
tile  s olunteers  of  Niagara  ('ounty.  They  were  command-  ! 
ed  respectively  hy  Captains  Cook,  I!ush,  Mapes  and  I 
I’aiiit,  of  I,o(  kport,  and  Oouhl,  of  Niagara  F.ills  ; and 
were  suhsequently  joinetl  with  two  (ompanies  from 
()rleans  county,  unik-r  C.ipt.iins  lloweii,  of  Medin.i,  and 
n.irdie,  of  .Vlhion,  and  one  each  from  (ienesee,  Ontario 
and  Sullivan,  to  forma  regiment. 

The  Niagara  men  set  out  from  f.ock]iort  for  Albany 
on  the  ihth  of  May.  .\rrangements  had  been  matle  for 
giving  them  a worthy  start.  Colonel  K.  I).  .Shuler  was 
the  marshal  of  the  day,  with  I ).  ,\.  Yan  \'alkenburgh  and 
n.  U.  Flet(  her  as  his  aids.  ,-\t  one  o'clock  the  stores 
closed  on  the  firing  of  signal  guns^at  the  fair  ground, 
whither  the  various  military  and  ci\ ic  organizations  of 
the  city  then  repaired.  grand  jirocession  was  formed, 
and  the  volunteers  were  escorted  through  the  city  between 
such  ranks  of  enthu.siastic  spectators  as  never  before  as- 
sembled in  Tockport.  A halt  was  made  at  the  American 
Hotel,  where  there  was  a flag  presentation,  with  appro- 
priate addresses.  Thence  the  procession  marched  to 
the  depot,  where  the  volunteers  took  the  cars  for  the 
capital. 

It  was  voted  on  May  i8th  by  the  State  ^^illtary  Board 
“ that  the  companies  commanch  d by  Captains  David  Har- 
die.  Tames  R.  .Mitchell,  Erwin  Bowen,  'I'heodore  B. 
Gould,  Elliott  W.  Cook,  \Y.  W'.  Bush,  William  H.  H. 
Mapes,  H.  H.  Paige,  T.  Fitzgerald  and  John  W'aller,  jr., 
be  formed  into  a regiment  numliered  Twenty-eight  ; that 
the  services  of  Dudley  Ifonnelly  as  colonel,  and  James 
R.  Mitchell  as  major,  be  accepted  and  the  election  con- 
firmed.” Charles  J.  Sjirout,  Christo])her  I,.  Skeels  and 
Rev.  C.  FE  Platt,  of  I.ock[)ort,  were  afijiointed  respective- 
ly adjutant,  quartermaster  and  chaplain. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  in  at  .-Vlbany  on  the  zed  of 
May,  and  on  the  36th  was  ordered  to  Camp  Morgan,  near 
Norman's  Kill,  where  it  was  supplietl  w ith  uniforms  and 
tents  and  armed  with  Remington  rifles.  It  was  not  until 
the  25th  of  June  that  it  left  for  \\'ashington.  “The  ex- 
penditure by  the  State  on  account  of  the  regiment  up  to 
.\ugust  15th.  1S61,  was  ,'^40,694.18,  exclusive  of  subsist-  | 
ence  and  quarters.”  • j 

The  regiment  reached  Washington  June  28th,  and  on  I 
the  5th  of  July  was  attached  to  Ciener.il  Patterson's  com-  i 
mand  at  >rartinsburgh,  \’a.  On  the  iith,  Compan_\'  ,\,  ^ 

while  on  a scouting  expe<lition,  met  the  c.ivalrv  of  the  i 
enemy,  ami  had  one  man  killed — D.iac  Sly,  of  I.ockqiort.  ! 
July  24th  the  28th  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Per-  j 
ry  and  went  into  cam])  near  Berlin.  .\t  that  point  on  the  j 
10th  of  .Migu.'.t  companies  B and  F rei  rossed  the  ri\er,  ! 
anil  marching  by  nitju  to  Point  of  Ro<  ks,  \'a..  surjirised  j 
a force  of  rebel  cavalrv,  attaiking  tliem  from  both  >ides,  I 
killed  one,  wounded  a number  and  took  ten  prmoni  rs.  | 
1 .ipturing  twent\'-one  hor^e'.  ami  returning  w iiliout  lo>>.  | 

.\tigust  20th  the  regiment  nioied  iti  (.imp  to  Darne-.-  | 
town,  and  two  months  later  to  Muddy  Br.inch.  Itw.m  ' 
intended  t]iaf  it  sitould  take  part  in  the  b.ittle  of  Ball's  ' 


Bluff,  but  it  was  unable  to  re.u  h tlie  M ene  ot  that  di'.is- 
trous  affairbefore  the  fighting  was  tner,  although  it  marc  li- 
ed twenty-two  miles  in  five  hours  ; and  could  only  ser\e 
in  the  trans[)ortation  of  troop>  across  the  I’otoinac. 

The  camp  w.i^  removed  to  I rederick  (^n  the  5th  (it  De- 
cember, and  to  Il.incoc  k on  the  6th  of  January.  1862.  < 'n 
the  ist  of  Man  h the  28th  < ro-sed  the  Potomac  at  Wil- 
liamsport, and  as  a part  ot  (leneral  Craw  ford's  brigade  ot 
General  Williams's  div  i.uon  01  General  Banka's  corjis  tlie 
fifth\  man  hed  to  Win<  heater,  which  was  reached  on  the 
13th.  On  the  departure  of  the  bulk  of  the  armv,  a week 
later,  company  I of  the  28th  was  left  with  other  ton  es 
tinder  General  .Shields  to  guard  the  supply  train.  They 
were  attacked  on  the  21st  by  General  Jackson,  but  the 
enc-mv  shortlv  retre.ited  iqi  the  Shenandoah  valley,  jnir- 
stied  by  the  entire  fon  e of  General  Banks. 

During  this  canqiaign  Company  E particijiated  in  a bril- 
liant enterprise,  w ith  a detachment  of  the  Ringgold  cav- 
alrv and  a conqiany  of  the  5th  Connecticut.  By  a circuit- 
ous night  march  of  thirteen  miles,  from  Columbia  Fur- 
nace to  “Cross  Roads,”  the  Union  force  was  enabled  to 
surprise  and  capture  a company  of  .Ashby's  rebel  cavalrv. 
with  all  its  eipiipments. 

On  the  27th  of  March  Company  I had  a skirmish  with 
three  comiianies  of  rebel  dragoons  seven  miles  from  Har- 
risonburgh,  \'a.,  whom  they  defeated  and  drove,  iniTicting 
considerable  loss. 

During  the  month  of  May  General  Banks  withdrew  hi< 
army  to  Maryland,  pursued  by  the  enemy.  In  this  retreat 
the  28th  on  one  occasion  marched  seventy  miles  in  twa.! 
days,  and  lost  four  men  wounded  and  sixty-four  pri^oner>. 
It  covered  the  retreat  near  Winchester,  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  at  that  point  on  the  25th. 

June  2nd  the  army  resumed  the  offensive,  rocrossed 
the  Potomac,  and  marching  up  the  Shenandoah  valley 
encamped  near  Front  Royal.  On  the  6th  of  Julv  the 
28th  marched  to  Culpepper  Court-house,  and  on  the  9th 
of  .August  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  .Mount, lin. 
The  following  is  the  official  report  of  this  engagement  ; 

“ On  Friday,  August  8th,  at  about  12  o’clock,  noon,  we 
were  ordered  to  march  at  once,  as  General  Bayard's  t.av- 
alry  had  been  attacked  and  the  enemy  were  advancing  in 
force.  .As  usual,  we  marched  on  very  short  notice,  think- 
ing it  to  be  nothing  but  a 'cavalrv  scare  ' : the  men  tock 
nothing  with  them  but  arms  and  ammunition.  ThePiv 
W..S  extremely  hot,  and  after  a march  of  seven  mile<  the 
command  was  halted,  and  we  bivouacked  for  the  iii_ht. 

“ .About  12  o'clock,  noon,  .August  9th,  a cannon.ulc  w 
oiiencd  on  our  side,  which  continued  .diout  one  ho.:r; 
wasoiiened,  again  at  half  pa.^t  four  in  the  afternoon,  .md 
the  action  soon  became  general.  The  iir>t  biag.ide  < < ieii- 
oral  Crawford's  was  brought  into  po^ltion  tt'oionel  Don- 
nelly commanding  the  infantrv'  rcgimeni->,  tlie  command 
thef  aSthjregimcnt  fallingupon  Pieutenant-Cohuvel  Brow  '1 ) 
to  drive  the  enemv  from  a >k:ri('t  wri((ds.  Th!>  th.c  5''’ 
('(mne(licut  and  the  e.Sth  New  A'ork  vcc  c _ 

in  gallant  style.  l lie  wooiD  were  .'ome  ten  or  i w elv  e t 'tti' 
through,  and  on  the  other  side  were  three  or  four  regniKiV' 
of  rebel  infantrv,  ‘ cn  ma^sc.'  with  twopies  e--  of  < .annon. 
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HISTORV  OF  THE  28th  VOLUNTEERS— COMPANY  A. 


i _ ,:,s  were  turnttl  upon  us  and  discharged  once,  but 
' Ihevrould  reload  we  were  upon  them.  They  ran 

1 .the  liiiibeis.  Heaving  the  guns  in  our  possession,  V e 
, .ijitiired  two  standards.  A most  perfect  panic  ensued 
.iiiioiig  ilie  re!>el  regiments  beyond  the  woods,  and  we  might 
uelN.n  with  .Sir  Maker  Scott  : 

‘ • >ur  frv'.h  ami  desperate  on>ei  .bore 
Ouxfioc!*  three  furlongs  back,  or  more.’ 

At  one  time  we  had  more  prisoners  than  we  could 
i^uard.  one  man  lia'Ang  charge  of  half  a dozen  at  a time, 
conducting  them  ta  the  rear.  A little  help  at  this  time 
woukl  have  turned  the  entire  fortunes  of  the  day  in  our 
favor.  The  enemy,  reinforced,  rallied  and  returned  to 
the  ( harge,  and  after  a terrible  resistance  we  were  forced 
to  gi\e  way,  luuing  in  fact  held  our  position  too  long, 
being  at  the  time  entirely  surrounded. 

“ W'e  now  hatl  to  cut  our  wa\-  back  through  the  woods 
and  retreat  across  a cleared  field  lome  sixty  rods,  ex- 
posed to  a most  galling  fire  poured  in  Irom  all  sides.  It 
was  in  crossing  this  field  that  Colonel  Donnelly  fell, 
mortal!;.'  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown  received 
a shot  in  the  left  arm,  shattering  it  to  such  a degree  that 
amputation  was  rendered  necessary.  Adjutant  Cliarles 
P.  Sprout  was  killed.  Our  total  loss  in  killed,  wounded 
and  prisoner^  was  20T.  The  officers  and  men  behaved 
with  great  coolness  and  decision.” 

A particijiant  in  the  battle  relates  that  at  one  stage  the 
rebels  were  posted  behind  a rail  fence,  hidden  by  berry 
bushes.  The  28th  charged  under  a murderous  fire  across 
a field  of  wheat,  cut  and  shocked,  and  scattered  the  enemy 
like  chaff.  So  close  was  the  encounter  that  men  were 
seen  clinched,  and  fighting  with  their  fists. 

After  the  battle  the  corps  to  which  the  28th  belonged 
retreated  to  Rappahannock  Station,  and  was  in  action 
thereabouts  from  the  21st  to  the  25th  of  August,  and 
under  artillery  fire  several  times  in  the  next  fi\  e days. 
During  the  second  Bull  Run  battle  the  28th  was  at  Ma- 
nassas Junction,  and  after  it  fell  back  to  Alexandria.  It 
is  recorded  that  during  the  three  weeks’  campaign  thus 
ended  " the  regiment  marched  every  day  and  lay  on  its 
arms  every  night.” 

On  the  3d  of  September  the  28th  crossed  into  Mary- 
land, ami  for  the  next  two  weeks  moved  about  on  the  bor- 
der. Then  came  the  battle  of  Antietam.  In  that  famous 
engagement  tins  regiment  occupied  a position  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  UnifU  line,  w hich  it  held  against  supe- 
rior force  for  two  hours  and  a half,  being  commanded 
by  Captain  \\  illiam  H.  H.  Mapew.  "Through  the  whole 
light  the  mdomital.'ie  lourage  of  the  men  of  the  28th  was 
I (mspicuous.  and  was  a]*pro])riatel_\'  acknowledged  in 
gener.il  order.-.” 

I'wo  or  three  days  after  the  battle  the  regiment  en- 
I .imjn.-i!  at  ILirjierN  l-'errN'.  ami  went  to  work  on  the  forti- 
lli  .itions  (jf  the  iilace.  Early  in  December  another  ad- 
va'.K'e  int(.'  N’irginia  \'.as  m.td.e,  ami  the  28th  win'ered  at 
''t.it'loid.  (.  ourt-l;<u!-e.  de.aii-  m tiie  reglnteni  dur- 

ing iisOj  were  si.vt'.'-thrc’,-. 

The  I,;-!  battle  in  w lin  !i  this  org.inization  toerk  ]iart 
w.i-  Emu  of  I'l'.am  eHor.'ville.  in.  conn.ection  with  which 
It  ii  ,i.  i.'Ui  diree  E.,i;%  - ,in.l  lost  scm  nty-e'ight  in 


killed,  wounded  and  missing.  I'he  regiment  returned 
to  New  York  about  the  middle  of  May,  1863,  and  w.i> 
soon  mtistered  out. 

W'e  ha\'e  had  difficulty  in  procuring  a complete  li-t 
and  rectmd  of  the  men  of  th.is  ;md  the  lUlu  r o;_ -ni- 
zations  hereafter  treated  of.  The  |iro\ ision  (U’ the  .‘>t.itc 
government  for  the  compilation  of  town  re(  onU  w ,is  to 
a considerable  extent  fru.-tr.ited  by  the  neglect  of  the 
town  authorities  t<j  carry  it  out.  and  the  recordis  in  the 
county  clerk's  office  are  not  exhaustive.  'I'he  following 
is  the  roll  of  the  men  from  Niagara  county  in  the  j.'th. 
as  coni[)lete  as  we  have  been  able  to  make  it.  M-tdaml 
dschd  will  be  recognized  as  abbreviations  of  mu.Niered 
and  discharged. 

FIELD  AND  STAFF  OFFICERS. 

Colonel,  Dudley  Donnelly;  lieutenant-colonel.  Edwin 
F.  Brown;  major,  James  R.  Mitchell;  adjutant,  Charles 
P.  Sj)rout;  quartermaster,  Christopher  L.  Skeels;  >ur- 
geon,  Albert  M.  Llelmer;  surgeon's  mate,  Matthew  F. 
Regan;  sergeant-major,  Charles  B.  Wright;  ([uartermas- 
ter  sergeant,  FIdwin  A.  Swan;  drum-major,  John  Minor; 
fife-major,  Alonzo  J.  McMaster. 

COMPANY  A. 

OKKICERS. 

Captain,  Elliott  W.  Cook;  lieutenant,  Daniel  R.  IVh.it- 
cher;  ensign,  John  Repass;  ist  sergeant,  Jeremiah  Long: 
sergeants,  Henry  Repass,  John  L.  A\'right,  Thomas  Her- 
I bert;  corporals,  Henry  Foster,  Newfar.e,  enlisted  in  April. 
iS6r,  promoted  to  sergeant,  dschd  for  disabilt;'  in 
1864;  Riley  P.  Butrick,  jr,  Wesley  G.  R.ay,  James  l.ewis; 
musicians,  Benjamin  F.  Repass,  William  Baker. 

PRIV.XTES. 

James  I,.  Atwood,  Jacob  M.  Armstrong.  Luther  L. 
Bosserman.  Chester  Barry,  Thomas  Boodger,  .b;,l\esicr 
Bowen,  Newfane,  enlisted  in  October,  1S62,  died  in  ho-- 
pital  at  Albanv,  in  iMarc  h,  1864;  benjamin  P>.  llri.wn. 
I Jeremiah  Babcock,  William  H.  Chambers,  John  .8.  d:am- 

I bers,  Michael  Casey,  Francis  H.  Church.  Patrick  E'arrMI. 

j William  H.  Crampton,  Jolm  Clark.  .\mon  ('arson.  lbl'..irh- 

I ( 'r.  Davis,  Martin  (\’.  1 )emerest,  Orlando  E.  Daker-'m. 
I Bernard  Englert,  AE'.i  .\.  Eaton,  James  Si.  Ford.  ’Will;.  . . 
1 D.  Fox.  .Samuel  Farr,  E_\  nun  Field,  Geoigc  '>V.  (Ih^E. 

1 loh.n  F.  Gailor,  .\lonzo  Greenman,  Maii.u-l  t i.u; 

i lohn  Henning,  John  Ivinariit.  jr..  .Xmo-'  Is.  Rnuun,  \'> 
i liam  H.  L.mgdon,  Heiiiw  W . l.tig.ui,  No.th  B.  I • • 

1 Iose|.h  W.  I .iltle.  Charles  1 .urenun.  .Alexander  MGiw 
I Philip  Mo\er,  XX'illi.tm  .Mer\ille,  .Ad.tm  B.  .MeiwiiU.  B 
I Mil. eland,  Philo  .V.  W.Uson,  D.iniel  Noaker,  K'  \ 

enlisted  0(1.  25,  iS(;i.  d-i  hd  in  June,  u'  ::  \ 

(1,  ( i.iklev,  .Ambrose  Pe.u  ixk.  N.uh.in  /..  P>.  : 

' Thomas  P.isco,  Fli.is  Reid.  Giurles  L.>wter,  G,:  ' W ' ■ 
Charles  B.  Mdli\.m,  ilenry  \'.  Merlin_.  I \ lu.  n .\ 
Siikells. 
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, OF  NIAGARA  CoL'N'  l’V,  M AV  ^■oRR. 

COMPANY  B. 


OFFICERS. 

Captain,  William  W.  Bush;  lieutenant.  Alfred  B.  Judd; 
en^i;tn,  lohn  C.  W.iRh;  ist  sergeant.  George  H.  Maxwell; 
sergeants,  Peter  B.  Kelchner,  jjromoted  to  ist  sergeant 
.Mill.  13.  iSfia;  William  White,  James  F.  Bush,  iiro- 
niiited  to  and  sergeant  Mch.  13,  1862  ; corporals, 
Thomas  F.,  Bateman.  Shuler  T.  Smedley,  Royalton,  en- 
listed in  .\pril,  I so  I,  promoted  to  4th  sergeant  Man  h 
13,  1S62,  dschd  in  |une,  1863  ; I’hilip  If.  Mur’diy,  James 
F.  .Me.Mullen;  musicians,  Joseph  W.  Ch.tndier,  W right 
Boodger. 

PRIV.V  I F.s. 

Dewitt  C.  Bulmen,  .Alfred  Bell,  dschd  Aug.  12,  1S62, 
for  disability;  Amos  M.  Brown,  Henry  Bollow,  dschd  July 
24,  1862,  for  disability:  William  Blackwell,  Josejih  Bay- 
ard, dschd  July  24,  1861,  lost  foot  by  accident;  Henry 
Burk,  William  T.  Behan,  deserted  Sept.  25.  1S62;  John 
Burk,  Joseph  Barker,  deserted  Aug.  23,  1862;  John  Bal- 
antine,  Palmer  Colton,  dschd  Aug.  5,  for  disability  ; 
Henry  W.  Colton,  Royalton,  enlisted  Apr.  24,  1861, 
dschd  June  2,  1863;  William  Connor,  James  Coville, 
George  M.  Cook,  James  Coile,  Stephen  H.  Chandler, 
James  Campbell,  Stephen  Clark,  Patrick  H.  Cooney, 
William  H.  Crampton,  died  at  Winchester,  Va., 
March  17,  1862;  John  Calbec.k,  dschd  for  disability; 
Thomas  Dalton,  F.ederick  Dohring,  George  Eslinger, 
John  Finn,  Michael  Finegan,  William  Gier,  Janies  Gog- 
gin,  James  Garnum,  Martin  Horner.  William  Hans, 
Robert  Hamilton,  Patrick  F.  Hanley,  John  Jacobus,  John 
John.iton  (i  , John  Johnston  2 , John  M.  Lacey,  Thomas 
Leonard,  John  R.  Mabee,  Burnett  Murphy,  Franklin  Mc- 
Clanathan,  Henry  .Mitger,  John  Miller,  Edward  S.  New- 
man, William  D.  Parker.  Commodore  O.  Perry,  Luther 
.A.  Russell,  William  Robison,  dschd  for  disability; 
Peter  Rollow,  William  Rutz,  William  Smith,  Ale.xander 
Smith,  William  Siek,  William  Skinner,  deserted  Nov. 
6,  1S62  ; John  Skinner,  deserted  Nov.  6,  1862; 

George  Southard,  James  Scott,  Nelson  J.  Tubbs.  John 
'l  urner,  James  Turner,  Arthur  Woods,  deserted  Sept. 
22,  1862  ; George  .Squires,  John  H.  Stahl,  Robert 
Southard,  Harrison  Thomas.  Bergen  F.  Tyler,  George  M'. 
Tucker.  .Malcomb  G.  Taylor,  William  Taylor,  John  F. 
Taylor.  John  R.  ^Vright.  Nathan  J.  Wright,  William  Win- 
throp,  Edward  White,  John  Sutton,  Robert  Hyne,  m-,td 
in  Mch.  6,  1S62,  died  at  Strasburg  hospital  May  17. 
1862;  Robert  Irving,  Joel  .A.  Lisbey,  William  Roach, 
George  Suttonn,  Peter  Mangen. 

CO-MPANV  1. 

OFFIC  ERS. 

C.iptain,  'rhcodore  P.  Gould, died  in  Baltimore  in  i8'w;; 
beiitcn  int,  Ju'tin  C Ware,  trausferrrd  tn  ani't’u  r • 
ment;  ensign.  George  .\.  Bingham,  dismisscHl  from  the 
ser\ ice  in  Feb.  1862;  I'.t  sergeant,  (.diaries  Blown, 
wounded  b\  an  accident  and  dschd;  sergeants.  John  T. 


Sullivan,  caiHtired  at  Cedar  Mountain;  exchanged  and 
promoted;  dschd  June  3,  1863;  Edward  G.  Brooks, 

I served  his  term  and  was  dschd  June  3 1863;  Charles  O. 
Ingalls,  served  his  term  and  was  dschd  June  3.  1863;  cor- 
porals. Edward  H.  Lamjishire,  died  of  disease  in  gener.d 
hospital,  Baltimore,  1861;  Martin  McMahon,  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  .\ug.  y,  1862;  b ram  is  M 
, Wadsworth,  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
and  dschd;  Francis  Kilmer,  transferred  to  another  regi- 
ment and  dschd;  musicians,  Homer  H.  Fields,  served 
time  of  enlistment  and  was  dschd;  Horace  L.  Drake, 
served  time  of  enlistment  and  was  dschd. 

I’RIV.VTES. 

I Henry  Appelby,  deserted  early  in  i86i;  James  11. 
i Bovd,  dschd  in  1861  for  disability,  afterwards  rc-enlistccl 
and  served  with  distinction  through  the  war;  Parker  Bur- 
napj),  dschd;  Charles  Benton,  killed  at  Cedar  Mountain. 
.Vug.  9,  1862;  George  Bower,  served  term  in  28th,  enli.it- 
ed  in  another  regiment  and  was  killed;  John  L.  Booth, 
promoted  June,  1862,  dschd;  Andrew  Brennan,  served 
term  and  was  discharged;  Edward  K.  Bullock,  deserted 
in  1861;  John  Bench,  served  term  and  was  dschd;  Lewis 
Bapp,died  in  general  hospital  in  Baltimore  in  1861 ; George 
E.  Bostwick.  served  his  time  and  was  dschd;  Matthew 
Barton,  dschd  in  1861;  Richard  W.  Bell,  accidentally  shot 
I himself  and  was  dschd;  Thomas  Cooper,  deserted  at 
battle  of  Ball’s  Bluff,  1S61;  Alonzo  W.  Cline,  served  his 
1 time  and  was  dschd;  Lanty  Conklin,  served  bis  time  ami 
' was  discharged:  George  Davy,  served  his  time  and  wa> 
dschd;  William  Dunn,  served  his  time  and  was  dschd; 
James  Dougan,  wounded  it  Cedar  Mountain,  served  his 
time;  Robert  Deppa,  David  Evans  and  Peter  Einsfield 
served  their  time  and  were  dschd  ; M'illiam  H. 
Frank,  wounded  at  Cedar  Mountain,  served  his  time; 
Thomas  J.  Frarey,  servtxl  his  time  and  was  dschd  ; 
James  Fitzgibbons,  deserted  in  October,  1S61: 
William  O.  Garner,  released  on  writ  of  /uil'das  ror/us: 
Theodore  A.  Gould,  James  Hany  and  John  Hany.  served 
their  time  and  were  dschd;  Charles  R.  Haight,  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Cedar  lUoimtain;  Jacob  Hagennan.  dschd 
for  disability;  Oscar  P.  Harvey,  served  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment and  was  afterward  killed  by  Mosby's  guenihii; 
George  Irish,  served  term  of  enlistment  and  was  d'clui: 
James  A.  Kearns,  dschd;  Peter  Kearns,  dschd;  VVilii.tm 
Ki’ler;  Michael  Kilberer,  killed  -Aug.  9,  1S62.  at 
A'c'dar  Mountain;  .Simon  Keefer,  served  his  term.iml  w 
dichd;  Francis  Lacy,  transferred  to  another  ounp.’.nv. 
dschd;  Gatieii  Liger,  served  his  term  of  enli>tment. 

I afterward  was  a commi.isioned  officer  in  2tl  .Mounted 
Riiles;  Stanley  I.ciVerty.  deserted;  Henry  C.  .Miller.  Ed- 
ward Mood;)'.  L.iw  rence  .Met/gi;r,  W illi.un  .Mi  .Mullen. 
|, lines  Morroritv,  lohn  McCann,  John  Mieri,  J.iiiu-' .\b - 
Clarv  and  George  Nash,  served  their  term  and  were 
dschil;  .Mpl'.on '!■  I'ur'all.  di -erli  d. ; .\Ibert  Price,  de';.  r’ - 
ed:  . r.  i ' ■ :d  G <.r,  ■ R.  ■ • 

their  time  and  were  ilsshd:  James  Scarruw.  de-erted 
(.’harles  Stephenson,  served  his  lime  and  w.is  1^.  lui: 
Francis  1..  Shipm, mi,  promoted  to  be  serge.ini.  svr\  ed  hi' 
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! Hi.’  T Simplon,  served  his  time  and  wasdschd; 

\i  l I'ier.inv,  dc'-erted;  Charles  \'ice,  served  his 

t :iiv  -ind  \'  i->  d-.(  !ul;  Kinst  W'ager,  Tlmiuas  Watkins, 
|,  .11  W .lker  ,ind  Jolin  Zurkce,  dsclid  for  disability. 

C(  t.MPANV  K. 

OFKICKKS. 

I (.im.  Henry  H.  l'ai;4e.  resigned  July  16,  1S62  ; 
i I ,;!en.mt,  \'<>Iiu-\  I'.uley  : enisgn,  James  I).  Ames; 

I ! 'erje  mt.  linah  ,\.  J.imeson;  sergeants,  William  F. 
UblMiii'.  b''.in  II  Muyses,  Henry  F'.  King;  corporals, 
\tili>er|-.  I ..iw  ton.  Nuniun  O.  Allen,  Samuel  Willi.ims, 

nnu  l I e\vi-:  mU'ician->,  Fidmiind  Stoney,  Kyron  An- 
lii  ! '■  n. 

1’KIVAl'I.S. 

N.ith.miel  Ange\ine,  Charles  A.  Beebe,  John  S.  Bush, 
NeUoii  H.  Beebe,  Kearon  Brophy,  ^\■iIliam  Bush,  William 
H.  Crowley,  William  FI,  Cleveland,  Daniel  Caton,  F'red- 
rick  A.  Caman,  Dexter  F'.  Carpenter,  Joseph  Coty, 
Daniel  H.  Davis,  Ingraham  D.  Eaton,  F'ranklin  S.  Eggart, 
William  ( ).  Fbtgler,  Stephen  Flinn,  F'reeman  B.  Good- 
enough,  John  Griffin,  Charles  Harting,  Royalton,  en- 
listed Apr.  29,  rS6i,  dschd  June  2,  1S63  ; Henry 
H.  Helmer,  Clurles  E.  Halsted,  Isaiah  Harrington, 
Emeiv  Hilton,  William  Kruskie,  Alexander  W'.  Lowrie, 
(iottfried  Me  vis,  tthew  Moyres,  Franklin  O.  McKin- 
nev,  James  Mason,  Patrick  McCann,  John  C.  L.  Moll, 
killed  at  Culipepper,  Va.,  Aug.  9,  1862;  Sylvester  S.  Mar- 
vin. Walten-  Mullen,  Peter  C.  More,  Joseph  J.  G.  Nellis, 
George  A.  Nye,  Perry  Putnam,  Nehemiah  Pecktil,  Joseph 
Phillips,  Charles  E.  Pickard,  James  N.  Phillips,  William 
Parson^,  Stephen  C.  Roberts,  Albert  Rogers,  William  E. 
Richardson,  August  Strasberg,  Dennis  Sullivan,  Don 

C.  Smith,  Newfane,  enlisted  Oct.  5,  1S61,  dschd  in  Tune, 
1S62;  John  FI.  Smith,  Charles  F.  Seger,  Joshua  B.  Smith, 
William  H.  Simons,  John  Stacy,  William  H.  Tenbrook, 
Thomas  C.  Tenbrook,  Charles  Vogt,  Abram  Wheeler, 
Hixon  Woolever,  Watson  Swick,  William  C.  Ward,  Henry 
Webb,  Willard  White,  William  1).  Young. 

Company  C included  Sergeant  George  Brown,  New- 
fane, enlisted  in  Apiril,  1861,  mstd  out  in  Aug.  1862. 
and  jirivate  J.  Bryan  Lovell,  mstd  out  with  the  regi- 
ment. 

O R '1  A'  - N 1 N ITI  INF  A N F R^' . 

This  regiment  was  made  up  of  companies  raised  in  the 
I ounties  of  Niagara,  Chautauqua,  l-’.rie  and  Genesee. 
Coinpanv  II.  raided  and  comm. inded  bv  Ca])tain  Charles 
H.  Mus^,  of  I.ock[)ort,  was  Niagara's  representation  in 
the  organisation,  with  names  and  rank  as  follows: 

on-  ICEK?. 

C.ipt.iin,  (.'hark>  If.  Moss,  I.'ickport;  first  lieutenant, 
.\ndn.w  W.  Bra/ee,  I.oi  kport;  second  lieutenant.  Henr\ 

D.  I Fill.  Lot  kport;  frst  sergeant,  William  D.  Boughton, 
1 "<  kpi.rt;  sc'i'  ond.  ( >lis  B.  I Fives,  .'somersi  t;  third.  Cliarles 


, A.  Murphy.  I.ockjiort;  fourth,  William  Tindall.  Ft)ck].or;: 
first  ( orjioral,  Frank  Baker,  Lock])ort;  second,  Ua.n  ,\. 
Porter,  l.ockport;  third.  Jay  Silsby,  Lock|)ort;  finirth, 
Henry  FI.  Barlow,  I.ockjiort;  ffth,  Michael  Hun  hinson. 
I, o<  kport;  -.isih.  William  Levtin.  I.o'kjiort;  seventh, 
j George  W.  Pi\le\'.  SMUiersel;  musician,  Schuyler  .s.  Bal- 
I lou,  l.ockport;  waguiier,  Fudolphus  W.  Fuller.  Lockport. 

i'ki\,\iis. 

\\’iliard  W.  Bailey.  Jefferson  Ba\lis,  John  R.  Ba\ lis. 
Garret  B.irry.  II  enry  1).  Blakely  and  Stephen  Bramon, 
Lockjiort;  George  C.  Bugbee,  Royalton, . enlisted  Aug. 
1861,  dschd  1864;  James  Bugbee,  'William  Bush.  I'm- 
ory  FI.  Burton,  James  B.  Cabin  and  John  i'.  (.'ase\, 
Roxalton;  .Vljihonso  'P.  Coleman,  Somerset;  I'homas 
I Curran,  Newfane,  enlisted  Sept.  17,  1864:  James  Carr 
I and  Samuel  B.C'olt,  l.ockport;  Francis  M.  Doubiedav.  Som- 
erset: Henry  Davis.  New  fane,  enlisted  Oct.  i,  1S64;  lohn 
Evans,  jr.,  and  Fdmer  Fox,  Somerset;  Charles  Freeman, 
Lockport;  James  H.  Griswold,  Royalton,  enlisted  Sept, 
1861.  <lschd  July  7,  1865;  Mathias  Fese,  Lockport:  lohn 
Haight,  jr.,  Somerset;  Cornelius  Hermon,  Charles  E. 
Flessel,  Thomas  Hughes,  Samuel  Johnson,  William 
j Jones  and  Charles  A.  Kendall,  Lockport;  Flenry  Krupp, 
Newfane,  enlisted  Sept.  14,  1S62,  dschd  Dec.  9,  rSbg:  Par- 
nell I.awcock,  William  Rhodes.  Joseph  McCuen,  Charles 
I A.  Merwaldt,  Samuel  A.  Morris,  Hiram  Odell,  lohn 
Ortwaine,  Ivgbert  Perry,  Fllias  Perry,  Theodore  Pesirie 
and  Fred  Peters,  Lockport;  John  Rose.  Newfane,  enlisted 
I Oct.  r,  1S64;  John  Ryan,  Newfane,  enlisted  Oct.  i. 
1864;  Nathaniel  I.  Russell,  Newfane;  John  Staler,  New- 
fane; Aaron  B.  Severs,  Hart'and;  I.evi  W.  Sherman  and 
Charles  Ligwald,  Lockport;  John  IX  Silsby,  Flartland;  Al- 
bert Smith.  Wilson ; Michael  Smith.  Royalton, enlisted  Aug. 
1861, dschd  1865:  Hiram  P.  Springstead, Somerset:  ^Veslev 
B.  Steele,  Hugh  M.  Swick  and  George  Swicker,  Lockport  ; 
Thomas  E.  'Palliday,  Somerset;  Robert  H.  Tavlor  and 
Hiram  P.  Thom[ison,  Lockport;  Davirl  W.  Vail,  Somerset; 

I Rufus  R.  Waite,  Alonzo  D.  Wilcox  and  Theodore  C. 

! Williams,  Lockport:  James  ^\’hite,  New  fane,  enlisted  Oct. 
I,  1S64. 

The  regiment  was  raised  in  re>ponse  to  the  call  for 
, 300,000  men  in  1S61.  It  was  mustered  in  on  .\ugus; 

j 22nd  of  that  year,  and  went  out  under  command  of  Colc- 

' nel  Daniel  IX  Bidwell  of  Buffalo,  for  three  \ears'  ser- 

! vice. 

j After  the  organization  was  perfected  the  49th  was  cn- 
i camped  at  Fort  Porter.  Buffalo,  several  weeks,  in  < amp 
of  instruction.  In  Se])tcmber  it  was  ordered  to  New 
\ ork  city  tc>  receive  arm.s.  After  being  furni?.:ied  with, 
equipments  the  regiment  went  vlirect  to  Washington,  aiui 
I remained  there  one  night.  The  next  morning  it  cros-ed 
the  Potoma.c  into  \'irgini,i  and  went  into  camp  at  I I'rt 
F'.than  Allen,  where  the  nien  were  engaged  for  a little  time 
in  strengthening  th.e  b'Ct.  by  throwing  vi  bre-'-'tw  nk- 
'I'hev  were  tuen  ■irdeii  il  !o  c.nni'  ( iriifin.  wliere  ih. - ' 
attacired  to  General  " B.rldy  " .SmitlXs  division..  1 iu  \ le- 
mained  in  c.imp  doing  picket  ilutv  during  the  autumn  lU 
r8()i  an«.l  winter  ol  i8iu.  meantime  participatm.g  in  the 
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cngagcmt'nt  at  Drainesv  ille  and  in  several  sharp  skir- 
mishes. In  the  spring  of  i86a,  when  the  .\rniy  of  the 
Potomac  broke  cam|)  and  entered  ui)on  the  famous 
Peninsula  l ampaign,  tlie  49th  was  inckuled,  subsequently 
j)articipating  in  the  battles  of  Yorktown,  Williamsburg, 
Golding's  Farm,  Savage  Station.  White  Oak  Swamp  and 
Malvern  Hill. 

The  regiment  afterward  fought  at  Crampton's  Ga]). 
Antietam,  .Mary’s  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg. 
Rappahannock  Station,  Wilderness,  Siiottsylvania,  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Ste\ens,  Ope([uan.  Fisher's 
Hill  and  Cedar  Creek.  Company  H,  however,  did  but 
little  fighting  after  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill,  hav- 
ing been  detailed  at  division  headcjuarters  as  provost 
guard.  Captain  Brazee  acting  as  judge  ad\ocate. 

The  portion  of  the  regiment  that  went  through  the 
se\eral  battles  above  named  was  cut  to  pieces,  and  when 
mustered  out  there  was  but  a small  remnant  of  the  body 
of  800  men  that  started  out.  At  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness every  officer  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  .After 
having  surrendered  the  rebels  charged  upon  them  with 
terrible  effect,  and  mowed  them  down  like  grass  before 
the  sickle.  Captain  Moss  did  not  remain  long  with  his 
company  ; he  was  stricken  down  with  camp  fever  in 
1862,  and  was  forced  to  come  home.  He  died  March 
25th,  1862.  He  was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant  Brazee, 
who  remained  in  command  until  October  i8th,  1S64. 
His  term  of  office  having  e.xpired,  he  came  home  and 
Lieutenant  Hayes  took  command.  The  regiment  remain- 
ed in  the  service  until  June  27th,  1865,  when  it  was  mus- 
tered out  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  De- 
partment. 


ONE  HUNDREDTH  INF.ANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  and  organized  at  Buffalo,  to 
serve  three  years.  It  was  mustered  in  from  September. 
1861,  to  Januar)',  1862,  and  retained  in  the  field  until  .Aug- 
ust, 28th,  iS65,when  it  was  mustered  out.  It  included  quite 
a number  of  men  from  the  western  portion  of  Niagara 
county,  all  of  whom  but  two — a musician  (John  Castle, 
Tonawanda  and  a wagoner,;, William  Hay,jr.,  Tonawanda) 
— were  privates.  The  following  were  the  men,  all  enrolled 
at  Tonawanda  unless  otherwise  ntentioned  : 

Ithamer  .Ackley,  LaSalle;  John  B.. Atkinson, Mitchell  .Al- 
lair, James  .Ansley,  William  J.  Bailey,  Charles  Butch,  Mv- 
ron  Becker.John  G.  Brookman, Walter  C.  Bates,  .Andrew  E. 
Bigsby,  'A'heelock  T.  Bates,  James  Berryman.  AVheatfield ; 
Christian  Burgwadt,  Wheatfield;  John  Ca\erno,  Louis 
D.miels,  Philip  Deermere,  ^\'illiam  Dixon,  John  Dessel- 
berger,  Wheatfiekl;  James  Ewart.  .Michael  Enri_ht, 
Fr.inklin  F.  Flannery,  Wilentine  Fix,  Henrv  Cras- 
iin,  \\  heatlield  ; Charles  Hagen,  W illiam  Flubb. 
Henry  Hidell,  Robert  Jones,  Philip  Klein,  Fawreiu  e 
Ki  ller,  Henry  Keller,  Frederii  k Knobel.  W illi. im  K. 
Foun^bury,  John  W.  1 ingley,  hr.ineis  Leonard,  |o>eph 
Longer,  ( 'harles  1 eonard,  Wheatlleld;  Jacob  I.ightmire. 
Henry  I aith^o,  W heat I'leld ; Henry  Meit/.inger,  John  .Mon- 
teith, • George  11  Martin,  IF.  nriik  .Miller,  \\  e>lev  .Me- 


Cafferly,  Wheatfield;  John  F.  .McCafferly,  Wheatfie!  !; 
Charles  \'\'et/dorf,  Wheatfield;  George  Newm.in,  I.u  . 

I Pfalegraf,  James  Pendergrass,  Daniel  W.  Rundell.  W 
I iam  Richardson,  David  Rapplcyea,  .Michael  Ryan,  I reF.- 
j erick  Reipstick.  Henry  Shultz,  James  W.  Simson.  Wmfieid 
I B.  Scott,  George  H.  Stormes,  Caispar  Shelbeck,  'Fhoma- 
Schulby,  Jacob  Shop[),  William  H,  Striker,  John  Saco, 
Wheatfield;  Frederick  Shlotman.  William  .Smith,  Whea;- 
field;  Lawrence  Torney,  Charles  Whitmur,  lohn  F 
White,  W illett  P.  Wilkins,  William  Wright,  Newfane.  en- 
listed Dec.  12,  i8bi,  mstd  out  Jan.  30,  1865;  David  W . 
Williams,  Wheatfield;  John  H.  Wolfe,  'Wheatfield;  IIe!’..’-\ 
Wicker,  Wheatfield;  William  Jahr,  AVheatfield. 

The  battles  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged  v e.-e 
those  at , A’orktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Botton;'- 
Bridge  and  White  Oak  Swamp. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SECOND  I.NFANTRY. 

In  this  regiment,  which  was  organized  at  New  Yor's 
city  from  November,i86i,to  .April, 1862,  to  serve  forthre-e 
years,  were  three  men  from  Niagara  county,  viz.;  Four;;; 
Sergeant  AVilliam  Parker  and  privates  Michael  Barrier - 
and  William  Swift,  all  of  Niagara  F'alls.  It  did  service 
at  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  .Antietam,  Chanc  ellor-- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Lookout  .Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge. 
Ringgold,  Resaca,  Dallas,  .Altoona,  Pine  Hill  and  .Atlant.r. 
On  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  the  origin.:, 
members  except  veterans)  were  mustered  out.  and  ti. 
regiment,  composed  of  veterans  and  recruits,  retained  m 
service  until  July  21st,  1865,  when  it  was  mustered  out  ir. 
accordance  with  orders  from  the  ^Yar  Department. 


CHAPTER  XX.XIL 


THE  RECORD  OF  THE  TWENTY-THIRD  B.A.TIERV,  .A.ND  Isi 
REGl.MF.NT  OF  EIGHT  ARITLLERV. 


T was  in  .August,  i86r,  just  after  the  humili.'.- 
tion  at  Bull  Run  and  in  response  to  the  'OCi  C'  ; 
call  from  the  President,  that  Captain 
Ransom,  then  of  Newfane,  ai)niit.-d  to  Gi 
I ■*  nor  Morgan  for  authority  to  raise  a v-omp  ■ 

j ^ of  volunteers.  The  permission  a.i-  gr.';v.;-,  i 

! .Vugusl  6th,  i.S6t,  and  the  work  of  recruiting  a'  o”..  - 

began.  It  was  performed  under  the  mcst  adrer'O  < 
cumstances.  It  was  in  he  busy  season  of  harvest.  . i 

there  was  thus  a restraint  upon  the  Firmer,  with  y.-  ' ■ 
ing  save  loyalty  to  country  to  induce  him  to  e'F,-'. 
for  lui  bouiv.ies  were  given  at  that  time  ami  t!ie  tera.  • 
emlistmeiu  was  "three  veo's  or  during  t!i  ■ w, 

sovnu-r  disch.irgi.il."  ,\ll  this  I'r.n.j.!  t,.  C - 

' barrier.  .Ni.igara  (ounty  w.is"true  Flue."  and  as  i-..- 
as  the  lOih  day  of  (U  iober.  tin-  companv  w.is  re.ni'.  • • 
inspection,  (‘.ipl.iin  Ransom  had  associated  w ith  in:"  - 
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HAT'n.Ks  OF  rm;  23.1  i’.a  i' ffkv. 


S.iimicl  Kittingcr,  of  Caml>ria,  ami  Lewis  B.  Mannin^^  of  , 
Wheal richl,  well  and  fav  oraldy  known  tliroiy^liout  N iagara 
<'ounty,  ami  from  flie  rir-,t  tlie  work  i)rogre>-'eii  satistac- 
torily. 

On  the  ia-^t  named  date  llte  battery  passed  tlie  inspei  - 
ii<m  Ilf  State  In-pei  tor  Fv  I).  Slinler,  and  ua>  nui>tered. 

. :.o I >er\  11  e.  It  was  orderetl  to  rende/\ ous  at  liultalo. 

SI  !itin_'  out  with  the  minimum  number,  eighty  men, 
\shene\er  a man  was  found  wlio  would  enlist  he  was  | 
nmslered  in.  In  November,  iS6i,  tlie  b.ittery  w.is  ^ent  to 
All'tin),  under  command  of  (.'ajitain  Ransom  and  Lieu- 
tenant .Samuel  Rittinger.  There  were  at  .Vlb.iny  a number  ^ 
of  small  ('(Miipanies  and  sipiads  of  men  whicii  were  l>eing 
consolidati-d  into  regiments  and  battalions,  (hie  ( ami- 
pany,  recruited  by  J.  C'.  Salter,  of  Warren  county,  number- 
ing si\t\-  odd  men,  was  divitled,  one-half  being  ,t:>signei.l 
to  Captain  Ransom’s  battery  and  the  other  to  C.iptain 
Jay  IT  Lee’s,  thus  raising  Ransom’s  to  the  full  number 
for  light  artillery  liatteries.  On  the  jth  of  December,  I 
i86r,at  the  urgent  request  of  General  McClellan.  General  ‘ 
Barry  and  many  other  military  meti  at  Wa>hineton.  and 
itnder  advice  of  General  Rathbone  and  Major  |.  F. 
Sprague,  of  .'vibany,  Cajitains  Ransom  and  I>ee  consented  ^ 
to  enter  into  an  organization  witli  their  respectise  com-  i 
panics  to  be  designated  as  Battery  A,  Rocket  Battalion, 
and  tile  ’officers  and  men  were  mustered  as  such  and  or-  | 
dered  via  New  York  to  Washington.  ! 

L’pon  their  arrival  at  Washington  they  at  once  began  ' 
to  drill  and  practice  experiments  in  the  use  of  war  rock-  i 
ets,  being  the  only  organization  of  the  kind  in  the  ser-  ’ 
vice.  Early  in  April,  1862,  the  rockets  and  carriages 

were  returned  to  the  arsenal,  and  field  pieces  (3-inrh 

rilled  Rodman  steel  guns  taken  instead.  The  batterv 
was  then  ordered  to  Newbern,  N.  C.,  to  reinforce  Gener- 
al Burnside;  took  sailing  vessels,  and  after  a fifteen  days 
passage  arn\ ed  at  Newbern  about  April  28th.  The  battery 
was  assigned  to  General  Rt-no’s  dii  ision  (2d  di\  ision  9th  ' 
army  corjis).  and  encani|)ed  on  the  east  side  of  Trent 
river,  having  the  same  camp  that  the  rebel  caialrv  occu-  i 

pied  before  I’.urnside  dro\e  them  out  of  Newbern.  It  ’ 

was  known  as  the  “.Spaight  plantation,”  and  lav  in  the 
angle  of  the  Trent  and  Neuse.  'I’he  place  was  \ ere  un- 
healthy, so  much  so  that  it  was  sometimes  called  the  i 
great  “ North  (farolina  alligator  nurserv.”  M..Miy  of  the 
soldiers  succumbed  to  nialari,',  and  either  dieil  or  were  ; 
confined  to  the  hospital>. 

During  the  summer  of  1862,  the  batter\  was  stationed  ' 
at  Moorehead  Cite,  N.  and  e.sgaged  in  the  \ .irious 
raids  and  skirmishes  of  die  .irm\-  uf  North  C.irulina.  in- 
cluding l’ullock\  ille  and  I'lenton.  fhese  >er\  ices  are 
fully  dcMiibed  in  .M.i jor-Gener.il  j.  G.  Fii,te-r’s  repoit 
on  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  North  (.'arolin.i  frnm  |ul\  ist. 
1862,  to  Jul\-  15th,  1863.  (tntlie  Mth  of  December.  1862. 
while  at  Moorehead  ( 'it\  , orders  w en  rccei\ed  b\-  (f.ipt.iin 
isiinsoin  to  move  his  b.utery,  with  all  of  his  ordname 
I amp  .md  g.irrison  ■•quipagi  .md  stioa  s nf  eweri  kind,  to 
Newbern,  and  hold  hmiself  in  re.uliiiess  to  nurch  from 
tl'.it  point  .it  3 o ( lo(  k \.  .\1.  on  the  121I1,  w itii  three 
d.us’  r.Ltions  of  cooked  me.ils  and  li\e  d.ivs’  r.uions  of 


hard  bread,  sugar,  coffee  and  salt.  The  order  w.is  r.-- 
ceived  on  the  afternoon  of  the  iith.  The  battery  moved 
accordinglv,  in  company  with  all  the  av.iilable  for*  es  «ri 
Gener.il  Foster,  on  the  memorable  r.iid  to  ( ’loliLbnru. 

file  next  elay  active  skirmishing  was  ( oninieni  ed,  I.10,. 
ing  all  dav.  On  the  14th  the  battle  of  Rinston  wastouei'.t. 
in  which  the  battery  did  its  full  share  of  the  work.  Ti  e 
next  engagement  was  the  battle  of  Wlnteiiall,  in  wliiiii 
this  batterv  I'lred  the  first  g’un.  .\fter  this  the  batterv 
was  moved  to  the  southwest  of  the  main  column  to  strike 
Mount  ()live,  about  seventeen  miles  south  of  (ioldsboro. 
on  the  Wilmington  railroad.  At  • .Mount  Olive  a lar_c 
trestlework  was  destroyed,  about  half  a mile  of  the  tr.u  k 
torn  up  and  the  rails  bent  so  that  they  were  useless;  a 
large  amount  of  cotton  destroyed,  and  the  ]iost-oilir  e 
thoroughly  overh.uilevl.  It  was  a memorable  day  in  the 
career  of  the  23d  battery. 

( )n  the  following  morning  the  battle  of  Goldsboro  was 
fought,  in  which  two  bridges  over  the  Neuse  river  were 
destroved  and  a large  number  of  prisoners  taken,  vvho 
were  released  on  ]iarole.  Then,  in  the  heart  of  the 
enemy’s  country,  and  almost  out  of  ammunition,  the  ex- 
pedition started  on  its  return  march  for  Newbern,  where 
it  arrived  on  the  2ist  instant,  after  having  been  en- 
gaged in  fighting  ami  marching  for  ten  successive  davs 
and  eleven  nights.  During  the  winter  of  1862  raiding 
and  skirmishing  were  kept  up  around  Newbern,  in  which 
Ransom  and  his  men  did  good  service.  On  the  14th  of 
March,  1863,  the  enemv  made  a des[ierate  attempt  to  re- 
take Newbern.  Here  again  the  23rd  was  most  conspicu- 
ous, on  account  of  its  long  ranged  guns,  they  being  the 
only  pieces  that  could  reach  the  enemy’s  lines  across  the 
Neuse  in  the  rear  of  the  unfinished  Fort  Anderson.  Ihe 
fort  was  garrisoned  bv  the  92nd  N.  \ ..  but  they  had  not 
a gun  mounted,  and  but  for  the  23rd  battery  must  have 
been  captured,  'froops  were  finally  sent  over  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  little  garrison,  under  cover  of  Ransom's 
batterv,  the  enemy's  lines  were  broken  and  another  glori- 
ous day  closed  for  the  23d,  now  in  the  iSth  army  corps. 
During  this  engagement,  the  following  message  vvas 
sent: 

"Captain  Ransom;  General  Foster  sends  to  you  his 
compliments  for  the  magnificent  firing  of  your  battery. 
He  never  saw  inything  better." 

Soon  after  this  failure  of  the  enemy  to  take  Newbern. 
thev  undertook  bv  a long  siege  to  capture  W .ishington. 
N.  C.  In  this  connection  the  23d  battery  was  eiig.igeii 
for  eighteen  davs  and  nights,  sometimes  on  the  ro.nl. 
then  in  the  woocls.  and  part  ol  the  time  on  boat-,  e’’- 
deavoring  to  break  the  chain  that  the  rebel  General  D. 
H.  Mill  had  wound  about  Washington,  wliiih  w.is  _arr.- 
soiled  bv  oiilv  about  1,200  men. 

( >n  tlie  i Sih  of  .\pril,  1863.  (lener.il  Foster,  h.ivine  r.;n 
tlie  rebel  batteries  at  ILlfs  I’omt  and  Ro.lm.in's  Ldiiit  :i 
the  steamer  " Ls,  . .n,”  and  .irriv  t-d  at  N,  w ' .eru.  m-  ■' 
aeiur.d  move  outsule  oi  llii'S  hiic  .u'  • - 

hoiung  to  shut  off  and  capture  that  portion  ot  1 i 
armv  then  opei.iiing  on  the  neck  ot  laiul  Ivine  betw,  ■■ 
New  bern  . nd  \\  .isliing'on.  General  1 lill  vb'' o- er  -d  ro 


10 


■Tswi^r 


KJ  ri7  V ft)- . •{} i i.'  jj_i , M rr  > .*4* 


'•“>  m»  f o 
, /<  i'  jI  • .1 

•••'■•  '■  't  «<•  ■■  > 


' ji>y  > Mtj.u  .on;  WlJiW  • ' 

v^'i  ' 


•■»•  1 I, 


• . . T 


^»7tf*rrj  ^*'1 

^4  ^It  1/  I"  • |v ),?  jf 

■ “ fr-’/’t  Ml  n ^1  , ‘ ^ 

• V - ' M* 

* ' • > lU  • M I 


>■»,■  ■' 

■ . :4  1 


1 


J r,i  J 


t-  ,v  I li  I 

•I.I.Vif.  I f,. 


i), 


w iSj  t ~ >:  ..'i'  , a.'  - • '.  • .,„  > • » . 

'■'  ■ •'■  ’’  '*'i  I 'f-  V>'  ' 

■' > '...■'I  > .a  ' 'wl/  Y^;- 

-■’• . ’ ■ _ ' v»  .1'  H' 

- • •'.  ' Jr.!,  > 

' ' V ' •■  ■ f;  .'iT 


' ,f  V-T  iT5<vi:.|A';  Vvrfl  7v, 


HISTORY  OF  N’lAOAKA  COrNT\',  NFAV  YORK. 


movement,  and  helie\ing  undoubtedly  that  discretion 
was"  the  better  part  of  valor,”  al)andoned  his  position, 
j 'I'his  action  concluded  the  siege  of  Washington.  The 
: battery  temaincdat  that  place  until  Ajiril,  1S64.  During 
: this  time  it  went  on  numerous  raids,  usually  in  the  night, 

[ against  the  enemy’s  camps  established  to  protect  their 
j foraging  parties  which  were  supplying  Lee’s  army. 

Among  the  many  good  things  the  23d  did  while  mounted 
j as  cavalry  was  the  surprise  and  destruction  of  Major 
! Whitford’s  rebel)  camp  on  a dark  rainy  night,  and  bring- 
j ing  in  as  a- trophy  Captain  White’s  new  anifonn,  comjilete 
from  ca[)  to  boots;  and  on  another  occasion  capturing 
and  bringing  in  one  of  the  pieces  of  the  famous  North 
Carolina  “ Star”  battery,  with  four  horses  and  limber 
[ complete. 

In  the  spring  of  1S64  the  enemy  again  attemjited  to 
take  Washington,  N.  C.  I’he  23d  was  the  only  light  bat- 
1 tery  at  that  post  at  the  lime.  After  a siege  of  three  days 
and  nights  the  rebels  abandoned  the  attack,  and  orders 
! were  given  by  Brigadier-General  Harland,  then  command 
. ing,  to  evacuate  the  place.  Harland  took  all  tlie  infantry 
! at  the  I'ost  and  went  with  them  himself  on  board  of  trans- 
ports around  through  Pamlico  Sound,  while  Captain  Ran- 
j som,  being  the  senior  officer  left  in  command,  with  the 
I 23d,  two  companies  of  the  12th  N.  Y.  cavalry  and  one 
company  of  the  first  X.  C.  cavalry,  took  the  overland 
! route  to  Xewbern,  making  an  all  night’s  march. 

I The  battery  remained  at  Xewbern  during  the  summer 
of  1S64  and  until  the  spring  of  1S65,  doing  camp  and 
garrison  duty,  pror  ost  duty,  and  watching  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  until  the  surrender  of  Lee.  The  fighting 
having  then  ceased,  Captain  Ransom,  being  broken  down 
i in  health  after  having  served  nearly  three  years  and  a 
half,  resigned  his  commission  and  left  the  battery  in 
I charge  of  First  Lieutenant  Samuel  Kittinger,  who  was 
I afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain, 
j Captain  Kittinger  was  ordered  to  report  his  battery 
! to  General  Kilpatrick  to  serve  as  hor.se  artillery  in  con- 

! nection  with  Kilpatrick's  calvary  brigade,  who  went  on  a 

“wild  goose  chase”  after  Jeff.  Davis:  with  them  the  bat- 
' tery  moved  to  Mount  (Hive,  to  the  very  spot  it  had  occu- 

I pied  nearly  two  and  a half  years  previous;  and  after 

I traversing  the  greater  portion  of  North  Carolina,  finallv 

brought  up  at  City  Point,  where  the  men  turned  in  their 
horses  and  battery  and  started  for  home.  They  were 
mustered  out  of  service  July  3d.  1S65,  after  being  in  the 
field  three  years  and  eight  months  and  taking  part  in  the 
following  engagements: 

Kinston,  December  14th,  1S62;  Whitehall,  December 
i6th,  1S62;  Goldsboro.  December  17th,  !.S()2;  attack  on 
Xewbern,  .March  14th,  1S63:  siege  of  \Va'-hington,  X.  C., 
April  i-ip,  1063;  Blount’s  Creek,  .\pril,  i8()3;  siege  of 
Washington,  X.  C.,  3 da_\  s.  1S64;  K'nston,  March,  iS(j5; 

,\s  already  stated,  the  iiatler\-  started  o.it  with  onlv  the 
ntinimum  number,  .dunit  eiglitv  men.  Widlc  home  <m 
sick  leave  iia  iSoj,  l.'.ipi.iin  R.tn-'em  reennted  it  up  tethe 
full  maximum  number.  Ninety-two  men  were  sent  to  it 
from  .\ib.iny  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1^64,  tluis  swelling  the 
number  at  l!\ai  lime  to  ne.irly  three  hiimbed  men.  Tlie 


I surplus  men  were  organised  into  a conijianv,  ; nd  armed 
with  rifles,  with  which  they  did  provost  duty  in  Xewbern 
until  Lieutenant  Thomas  Low.  of  the  23rd,  received  his 
j commission  as  cajitain,  and  they  u ere  assigned  to  the  Sth 
j X.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery. 

I The  whole  number  of  men  enlisted  for  the  23d  battery 
during  the  war  was  394. 

Those  from  Niagara  county  who  served  under  Capt.iin 
! Ransom  are  named  in  the  following  compilation  made  up 
from  the  muster-rolls  : 

! OFUCKRS. 

I Captain,  .\lfred  Ransom;  first  lieutenant,  Samuel  Kit- 
j linger;  first  lieutenant,  Thomas  Low  promoted  to  cap- 
i tain);  second  lieutenant.  Nelson  Cornell;  fir.-)t  sergeant, 
i l.ewis  B.  Manning;  ([uartermastcr  sergeant,  Joseph  Kit- 
I linger;  sergeants.  John  K.  Swick.  Xewfane,  enlisted  Nov. 
j II,  1S61,  mstd  out  Nov.  10,  1864;  Edgar  C.  Balcoiii, 

! Frederick  F.  Palmatier,  X'ewfane,  enlisted  CRt.  22,  1861, 
mstd  out  X'ov.  10,  1864;  George  W.  Sprout,  X'ewfane, 
enlisted  Oct.  16,  1862,  died  in  1S65;  Amos  Parker,  Orlin 
S.  Hays;  corporals,  Charles  T.  Sa.xton,  William  Sage. 
William  M.  Smith,  Simeon  H.  Talbot,  X'ewfane,  enlisteil 
Nov.  II,  1861,  mstd  out  X'ov.  10,  1S64;  Sylvester  Perry. 
Edmond  T.  Ackerman,  Edwin  Sa.xton.  Janies  McDonald. 
Almon  Bliss,  William  H.  Merville,  Philip  Simmons. 
Stephen  Flynn;  buglers,  Clark  Anderson,  ^\■illiam  1. 
Porter;  artificer,  William  L.  Warden;  blacksmith,  lede- 
diah  Biggins,  Xewfane,  enlisted  Aug.  25,  1862,  mstd  out 
fuly  24,  1866;  wagoner.  Perry  McKenzie. 

PkIV.VTEs. 

Lewis  Alvers,  William  Amsdell,  Charles  L.  Atwater, 
James  F.  Allen,  Wheatfield;  Adelbert  .Vnderson,  \\'ilson; 
Jothan  Bliss,  Wheatfield;  Christian  Baumann,  Newton  (). 
Baker,  Andrew  B.  Balcom,  James  X'.  Bull,  George  C.  Bull, 
John  Berger,  Penned  Bobst,  Clark  Burget,  Burr  Beebe. 
Porter;  Perley  Brown,  Wilson;  Sylvester  G.  Campbeil. 

: James  H.  Clow.  William  L.  Cole,  William  H.  Carver, 

Ward  Chapman.  Wheatfield;  Robert  Churchill,  ^\'ilson: 

! Cassius  M.  Cole,  Cambria;  Samuel  K.  Dietrick,  Xel.-'On 
Defoe,  William  Delaney,  Lewis  M.  Daniels,  Estes  E. 

I Dake, George  W.  Davenport, Wilson ; William  H.  Enderton, 

i Anthony  Fhiderton,  Charles  H.  Flint.  George  Flint.  Eiihu 
C.  Fitch,  Augustus  C.  Fitch,  Charles  Ferrah.  Christian 
Fisher,  .Ashley  1).  Francisco,  John  W.  Gilbert.  W heatlield; 
James  Graham,  Henry  j.  Gregory,  Wilson;  Cliarlc' 

' B.  Hayes,  Royal  S.  Hurlbert,  Hiram  W.  IRwitt. 

^ \\'illiam  Hagle,  Henry  Hudden,  \\'illiam  Hill,  Wilson: 

\Valler  R.  Hurlburt,  Robert  Harnott.  \\‘ilson;  .Milton 
Hollev,  AN  ilson ; Cyrus  Hawley,  Wils(>n  ; Henrv  B.  llewiit. 
Lewiston;  William  11.  Kline,  .\braham  Kraut,  Leu 
Karchner.W.  E.  Knowles,  Charles  Kev  es.  Wilson ; Luther 
Knapp,  Wilson;  Jacob  \V.  l.avloud,  Xewf.-.ne,  enlisted 
(let,  zj,  Wt’i,  d,Mhd  June  27,  Willi, on  D.  l.ov.ll, 

Xewi.iiK.  (.111. sled  .\ug.  zn.  I’sti.’,  .ini>fd  out  ) ;i-.  i ,, 
1865;  Isdwin  Leete.  W he.uiie’id ; William  Luit^,  Porter. 
E/ra  G.  I .otinsburv,  Wilson;  Henrv  Morris,  loh.n  .Nb.- 
Collum,  M’.cliael  McCori.ing.  Xewf.ine.  enlisted  '^ept.  2'^. 
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iS6t,  mustd  out  Rilv  14,  1S65;  Crcorj^e  McHridc.' 

W illi. un  W illi. mi  Mooro,  ( Icor^e  .Merrill,  W heat- 

iR'Id;  I r.mk  II.  Mallctt.  W'he.ufieUl;  Smith  j.  Neuman. 
Augustus  Nervi'l,  Porter;  Henry  Niles,  Wilson;  'I'homas 
O’Reilly,  I.oekport;  D.ivii!  I’eji^s,  Niagara,  killed  at  New- 
bern,  Feb.  12,  t.S64;  Palmer  Pierce,  Edwin  P.  Pierce, 
George  L.  Perry,  John  Ph.den,  Benjamin  C.  Palmer, 
Daniel  .S.  Porter,  William  Powley,  Philomon  R.  Payne, 
Philo  A.  Patric  k,  L,oren/o  R.  I’utnam,  Wheatfield;  George 
,\.  I’ettit,  Wilson;  Cyrus  M.  Pierce, John  Rej  nolds,  Charles 
Richert,  Ben  J.  Reynolds,  Wilson;  Sampson  Sovereign; 
Eugene  Sloc  um,  Peter  Smith,  I.oekport  ; Philip 
H.  Swick,  Newfane,  enlisted  .\ug.  30,  1S62,  mstd 

out  in  lune,  1S63;  William  H.  Simonds,  Lewiston;  Jesse 
IV  Stoughion,  Porter;  John  H.  Tucker,  James  E.  Paylor,  1 
iolin  'I'enbrook,  Thomas  Tryon,  George  d'owner,  Orrin  ' 
W.  I'owner,  .Mbert  H.  Thornton,  Daniel  Vogle,  Pliny 
\'anlleet,  Whe.itt'ield;  Calvin  Vantwormer,  Wheatfield; 
[oseph  White,  Samuel  Worden,  jr.,  Fliram  A.  Worden, 
Jerome  Worden,  Alvin  H.  W’ebster,  John  A.  Whitlock,  I 
Wheatfield;  Norris  Withington,  Wilson;  George  W.  Wil- 
liams. 

The  above  list  was  copied  from  an  original  mitster-for- 
pay  roll  of  September  and  October,  1864,  according  to 
the  muster-roll  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  Niagara 
county.  The  following  named  persons  from  the  countv 
were  also  members  of  the  battery  when  it  left  home  in 
1861; 

George  D.  Bunleton,  W'illiam  iM.  Brulis,  Daniel  Dietrick, 
jr.,  Charles  Depue,  William  Ivngle,  Orrin  L.  Elwood,  Milo  j 
Hollenbeck,  Henry  Harrington,  Flanders  J.  Kellar,  Ly- 
man Levan,  Michael  McCormick,  John  N.  Miller, 
Thomas  Pike,  James  F.  Skinner,  Charles  L.  Spade,  Ed- 
ward I.  Simmons,  Elijah  Vredenburg,  Augustus  Wilcox, 
John  Wood,  Edwin  D.  W''eaver,  John  Wright. 

FIRST  LIGHT  ARTILLERY. 

The  ccampanies  of  which  this  regiment  was  composed 
were  raised  in  the  counties  of  Niagara,  Orleans,  Llswego, 
Oneida,  Onondaga,  Chemung,  Steuben,  Monroe,  Wavne, 
I'.rie,  Jelterson,  St.  I.awrence,  Lewis  and  Herkimer. 
Company  .\I  was  from  Niagara.  The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  for  three  years,  from  .-Vugust  30th  to 
November,  1861,  and  organizedat  Elmira.  The  follow  ing 
were  the  members  of  company  M from  Niagara  county. 

OFFU  l•■KS. 

Captain,  George  W.  Cotliran,  l.oikport;  1st  lieutenant. 

C.  Iv  Winegar,  Medina;  second,  I. lines  H.  Peabodv. 

( ilcott  ; third,  George  B.  Fgglesion,  Wilson;  fourt'.i, 
John  D.  ^\'oodbury,  Wilson. 

l’Kl\  \ I KS. 

.\nia/i:ih  .\dams,  Wilson;  William  .\'gei,  R.ijuds  P.rulge;  I 
\\  dl.iial  \ikins,  Pekin;  ( >sc,ir  Beiudit  t .ind  Ch.iiincm  K.  , 
Bullcn,  Somerset  ; B\  ron  B.  Barber,  W ilson  ; .Morris  C.  i 
Boiiesteel,  Wilson ; Stephen  I ..  Bra^ington,  Porter;  ( )rl.t  W.  j 
Burtch.  ll  irtland;  .M.irtin  P.ookner,  Wheatfield;  William  ■ 


Baugh,  W'ilson;  Henry  Benson,  Youngstown;  Calvin  E. 
Beilell,  Somerset;  Robert  Brown,  Wilson;  h.gbert 
Baright,  l.ock])ort;  James  Burns,  Wilson;  George 
W.  Dra|ier,  l.ockport;  Asa  L.  Day,  Rovalton,  en- 
hsteil  .Sept.  25,  1861,  dschd  in  June,  1865;  Robert  Dav. 
Royaiton;  Henry  Dehn,  Wilson;  Erasmus  Dettinger. 
l.ockport.  Josejih  and  John  Dryer,  Wilson;  Elias  .\. 
Dunkleberger,  Pendleton;  II.  W.  Duffee  and  Albert  Dailv, 
Wilson;  F.  Duti  her,  Somerset;  Jonathan  D.  Elliott,  New- 
fane, enlisted  Oct.  5.  1861;  Criah  H.  Eshbaugh.  I.o(  k- 
port;  John  II.  Gormley  and  Egbert  J.  Greene.  W ilson; 
Henry  F.  Houstater,  Pekin;  'I’homas  D.  and  Heiirv  E. 
Herbert,  l.ockport;  Josejih  Haas,  Creorge  Holmes, 
and  William  H.  Henning,  Wilson;  Amalond  Hathiwav, 
Somerset;  Augtistus  W’,  Hilton,  Pendleton;  Timotliv 
Hopkins,  I.ock[iort;  John  Hannah.  Wilson;  Wiliam  Huff- 
man, Hartland;  Perry  Y.  D.  Johnson,  Wilson;  lohn  !.. 
Kinney  and  George  Kent,  l.ockport;  John  W.  l.ock- 
wood,  W’ilson;  Washington  Ludwig,  Pendleton;  Clark 
B.  Lowell  and  Clarence  H.  Levan,  W’ilson;  F.ldrid^e 
Lewis,  Somerset;  Henry  J.  Liscom,  Wilson;  Ira  S. 
Losier,  Lockport;  Solomon  Levan,  Wilson;  John  Mc- 
Guern;  Lockport;  Peter  Miller,  Jeremiah  McGrath,  Clark 
.McKenzie,  Wilson;  Schuyler  McKenzie  and  Sanford  B. 
Nixon,  Wilson;  Simeon  Oiitwater,  Newfane,  enlisted  Oct. 
14,  i86t,  killed  July  13,  1864,  at  Atlanta;  Reuben  W. 
Oliver,  Wilson;  Fred.  Porter,  Porter;  Augustus  M. 
Patterson,  Royaiton;  James  Robinson,  Cambria;  Hiram 
M.  Ribble,  Porter;  Henry  C.  Sherrill,  Lockport;  Hiram 
Snyder,  Rapids;  Martin  Shuck,  Lock[)ort;  Christian 
Sholtz,  Wheatfield;  Hiram  H.  Smith,  Alfred  F.  Stevens, 
Caleb  Sweet,  William  H.  Smith,  Thomas  M.  Singer  and 
^Villiam  L.  Smith,  W’ilson ; Charles  H.  Schad.  Rovalton; 
Reuben  A.  Snyder,  Rapids;  George  ^\’.  Shears,  Wilson; 
John  Shaw,  Lockport;  James  A.  A'anbergen.  WiRon; 
George  Yogle,  Wheatfield;  Almon  Vanwagoner,  Somerset; 
Emanuel  Wertman,  Rapids;  William  Winslow.  Wilson; 
John  E.  W’right,  Lockport;  Ammon  F.  W’ebster  and 
Thomas  G.  \Villiams,  Wilson;  Fred.  C.  Wilke,  Wheatfield; 
Harrison  H.  Wright  and  J.  Francis  Webster,  Wilson; 
John  Walker,  Lockport;  Harry  Y.  Pecise,  L.  N.  Pratt  and 
H.  Wright  Harrison,  Wilson. 

'I'he  regiment  did  service  by  batteries,  of  which  th.ere 
were  twelve  in  number,  from  to  M inclusive,  and  when 
the  war  was  over  it  was  mustered  out  by  batteries.  B.u 
terv  M went  from  Lockjiort  and  joined  the  regiment  at 
F.lmi  ra. 

Cmler  comm.md  of  Colonel  Guilford  |.  Bailev.  of  the 
regul.ir  armv,  the  regiment  left  Elmira  for  .\lbanv.  where 
it  remainedi  .diout  three  weeks  and  then  vvent  direct  to 
Washington  and  into  camp  B.irrv , where  the  men  rouved. 
their  ei|iiipments.  Here  they  rem.iined  until  about  the 
first  of  January,  vv  hen  thev  were  ordered  t(.  Erederii  k. 
.Md.,  to  join  Genera!  IVmks.  On  the  zed  of  Eebru.trv 
thev  inov  ed  \\  i'h  ! foik s f roin  k iod,-|-iek  to  1 1 .1  r]  . . ■ 
and  on  ,■ /</  t h.irl^  -.tow at  to  I ’>i  p v \ ille.  mui'v.’.v  1 i ;...; 
Charlestown  and  W im  hester.  I'hey  m.ule  .1  for.  ed  m.ii-  1 
from  P.errvv  ille  to  Winchester  to  relieve  Geiier.d  .'shield' 
.\t  Win.  hest.r  thev  had  ,m  eng.igement.  From  W im  ■ 
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ter  the  battery  went  with  Banks  to  Strasburg,  and  from 
Strasburg  to  Falenbiirg,  Va.,  meantime  engaging  in  a 
sharp  fight  with  the  rebels  under  Stonewall  Jackson. 

'I'hi.i  was  in  Ajiril,  1S62.  From  this  time  forward  until 
August,  1863,  the  battery  was  fighting  with  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Antietain,  sec- 
ond Bull  Run,  Cedar  Mountain,  second  \\  im  hester  and 
Cettysburg. 

In  the  month  last  mentioned  the  battery  marched  under 
Ceneral  Hooker  to  Chattanooga  to  relieve  Ceneral 
Rosencrans,  who  was  cooped  up  there.  Under  Flooker 
they  fought  at  Lookout  Mountain  and  Wahatchie  Valley. 

'I'he  following  winter  the  regiment  went  to  Bridgeport, 
Alabama,  where,  its  term  of  ser\  ice  Fac  ing  e.xpired,  it  was 
discharged.  The  original  members  re-enlisted  as  \ eterans 
and  joined  Sherman,  who  was  then  preparing  to  open  a 
s|iring  cani])aign  at  the  South.  Battery  M was  assigned 
to  the  I 2th  army  corps  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland, 
under  General  Thomas.  .After  the  capture  of  Atlanta 
Sherman  divided  his  army  and  selected  four  cor[)s  to  go 
with  him  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  The  nth  and  12th 
corps  had  been  consolidated  and  formed  the  20th  corps. 
This,  with  the  14th,  15th  and  i6th  cor[)s,  went  with  Siier- 
man,  and  the  rest  went  back  with  Thomas  to  Nashville. 
F'rom  this  time  until  the  close  of  the  war,  Battery  M was 
with  Sherman,  aiding  in  the  capture  of  Millidgeville  and 
Sacannah;  traversing  South  Carolina,  destroying  all  that 
came  in  their  way;  traversing  North  Carolina  until  the 
capture  of  Raleigh  and  the  surrender  of  Jolmston's  armv; 
on  to  Virginia,  stopping  at  Richmond;  ne.xt  going  to 
Alexandria  and  finally  arriving  at  Washington  in  time  for 
the  grand  review. 

The  battery  was  mustered  out  Tune  23d,  r86s.  As 
regards  casualties  it  was  cjuite  fortunate  as  comjiared  with 
the  experience  of  other  like  organizations.  .Among  those 
who  met  their  death  in  the  held  was  Colonel  Hailey,  who 
was  killed  in  action  at  Fair  Oaks.  The  muster-in  roll,  as 
given  in  the  foregoing  columns,  contains  only  those 
names  enrolled  in  the  military  records  on  hie  in  the 
county  clerk's  office.  Many  recruits  were  adtled  to  the 
battery  during  the  service. 


CHAPTFR  X-X.XIII. 


IHK  CAV.MKV  RKl'RKSf.N  r.\  I'll  IN II 1 S I'OR  1 KS  O f'  lit  K Si'll, 

3RD  AND  15III,  .\NI)  nil'  2ND  MOr.NlKI)  KIll.KS. 


HK  8th  regiment  of  ca\alry  was  composed  of 
^ 5- comp.'inics  r.iised  in  the  I'ounties  of  Niagara, 

^ s (Irleans,  Monroe,  (>ntari(\  Senei  a,  Wayne, 
Chenango.  < uieida  ,'ind  !.iving>ion.  It  was 
'■‘{Sj  miisiei'eil  ii'ilo  tlie  sei'\  il'c  li'oin  Noveiiiber 

28th,  iS6i,to  0(  tuber  gtli.  i8(ij,  and  the  organi- 
‘ zh  zation  was  ('ompleted  at  Rochester.  Its  held 
otln  ei'S  were:  Colunei,  S.imue!  ].  C ro(,iks.  of  Rochester- 


lieutenant-colonel,  C.  R.  Babbitt;  majors,  W.  S.  .Market: 
and  W.  H.  Benjamin. 

The  regiment  left  Rochester  for  Washington  November 
27th,  I So  r,  and  arrived  at  its  destination  at  ao'i  lnik, 
Sunday  morning,  November  30th.  It  left  Roche-.ter 
without  marching  orders,  arrived  in  Washington  unherahi- 
ed  and  was  there  two  days  before  being  rec  ognized  by  t!ie 
^Var  riepartment.  The  regiment  remained  in  Washington 
during  tl'.e  winter,  and  it  looked  very  much  at  one  time 
as  though  it  would  be  regarded  by  the  government 
surjilus  cavalry  and  be  either  transferred  or  mustered  0'.:t. 
F'inallv  the  men  were  furnished  with  carbines,  but  no 
other  eijuifiments. 

Flarly  in  .March  they  were  transferred  to  a ]>oint  ne.ir 
Conrad’s  Ferry,  on  the  Potomac.  Flere  they  guarded  the 
river  for  twenty-five  miles.  .Ajiril  0th  ti'ie  regiment  re- 
i moved  to  Harper’s  Ferry  and  took  quiet  possession  i.: 

: that  place.  Then  the  U.  S.  arsenal,  once  the  'pride 

; of  the  government,  giving  emjiloyment  to  over  one  thou- 
! sand  men  and  turning  out  an  in'imense  number  of  muskets 
i and  small  arms,  was  a mass  of  ruins,  having  been  destroyed; 
‘ by  the  Federal  forces  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hand' 
i of  the  rebels. 

! ^\'hile  doing  guard  dutv  along  the  railroad  nut  of  Ilar- 

I ^ ^ ° 

I jier’s  Ferry  the  regiment  shared  the  rout  ot  Hanks’s  ;irmv 
■ by  the  enemy.  The  men  had  not  been  mounted  vet.  and 
j were  poorly  armed,  having  inferior  carbines  and  sabre 
' Poorly  fitted  as  they  wei'e  to  enter  battle,  fne  comiianie' 
of  the  regiment  nearest  Winchester  were  thrown  forward 
to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  and  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
worn  out  soldiers,  and  they  did  their  duty.  June  7tlt 
Captain  Davis  of  the  2nd  regular  cavalry  was  given  the 
colonelcy,  and  shortly  after  an  order  was  issued  giving 
the  men  their  horses  and  equipments.  The  regimen: 
was  then  stationed  at  P)altimore  for  some  little  time,  pre- 
jiaring  for  active  service.  F.arly  in  September  it  moved 
to  Harper’s  Ferry  and  scoured  the  country  day  and  niglit 
capturing  many  prisoners. 

On  the  8th  this  regiment  made  a reconnoissance  uj)  tl'.e 
river  to  Shephardstown  and  found  General  White  ' 
command  was  retreating  from  Martinsburg,  about  nine 
miles  away,  and  the  rebel  army  reported  in  force  at  that 
place.  Just  beyond  Sharpsburg  they  found  the  uhCe 
: corps  of  General  Jackson  crossing  into  A'irginia  for  the 

! jmrpose  of  surrounding  the  Ferry.  Our  forces  .•ioou  loc.r't 
themselves  in  a bad  predicament.  Colonel  .Miles  orih-r<.'i 
the  guns  to  be  sjiiked  and  our  forces  to  tall  bai  k. 

The  whole  cavalry  force  was  I'ut  under  the  eoiiiiu  ttn; 
of  Colonel  Davis  of  the  8th.  l he\  cros'ed  the  river 
a pontoon  bridge  and  turneil  the  column  to  the  leit  (>n  ,. 
gtillop,  shooting  the  eneinv ’s  pickets  as  fast  as  'cen.  1 .'.e 
ride  to  Sharpsburg  was  a thrillii'ig  one. 

.At  Sharpsburg  Colonel  Davis  learned  that  the  rebel 
armv  was  stationed  at  Hagerstown,  and  their  imnun'- 
wagon  train  moving  toward  Williaui'port  tor  the  imr; 
of  ( i'u>'ing  into  N'lrgini.n  He  at  c'nce  coui'ei veil  the  : 
of  cajituring  it  if  possible,  and  selected  a guide  who  leo 
tl'.rough  cornfields  and  ilitches,  o\ er  hills  and  thri'C^ '. 
vallevs,  avoiding  H iger'town  .iiul  reaching  ^ViIliam'; 't 
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jiisl  at  tltc  lircak  of  day.  Cicncral  I.on^strect  s nmimini- 
tion  train  bhortiy  afterward  arrived.  Colonel  Davis  rode 
n|i  to  a rehe!  major  and  a^keil  him  to  what  regiment  he 
helont;e<l.  'I'he  major  replied,  “The  44th  Virginia,"  and 
asked  Colonel  l>avis  what  regiment  he  belonged  to.  “ 'I  o 
the  8th  New  N'urk  eavalry,  and  you  are  my  [irisoner,”  was 
the  stern  rejilv.  and  Davis  shouted  to  the  rebel  wagon- 
master,  " You  are  mv  jirisoner;  turn  that  train  u]>  the  first 
riaht  h.inil  road."  He  then  t ailed  one  ot  the  companies 
ol  the  8t!i  regiment  to  act  as  guard,  and  ordered  that  the 
first  man  who  left  his  wagon  should  be  shot  on  the  spot. 
Colonel  Davis,  fearing  that  the  alarm  would  be  given  to 
the  rebel  .irmv  l>efore  he  could  escape  with  his  [ilunder, 
t out  liidetl  to  re.il  h the  Pennsylvania  border  before  halt- 
ing. In  this  daring  exploit  Davis's  force  took  Si  prison- 
er>,  inciiiding  several  commissioned  ofticers;  over  So 
w agons,  I oiii|irising  the  whole  of  Ceneral  I amgstreet  s 
ammunition,  and  over  goo  horses  and  mules.  I'pon  their 
.irriv.il  at  Creencastle,  Pa.,  the  prisoners  were  sent  to  | 
ll.irribburg  and  the  wagons  to  Chambersburg. 

The  next  morning  the  8th  went  back  to  Williamsport 
,ind  captured  sixteen  more  prisoners.  The  regiment 
scoured  the  country  until  the  battle  of  Antietam,  in  which 
it  took  no  very  active  part,  as  it  was  late  in  the  day  when 
it  arrived.  After  the  army  passed  into  Virginia  in  the 
f.ill  of  1862  the  8th  was  constantly  on  the  advance,  having 
almost  daily  skirmishes,  in  which  it  came  off  successful 
and  with  but  trilling  loss. 

Immediately  following  these  adventures  the  regiment 
went  into  cam[>  near  Ilagerstown.  It  did  not  see  much 
camp  life  during  the  winter,  as  it  was  doing  picket  duty, 
scouting,  reconnoitering  and  the  like. 

The  principal  engagements  of  the  8th  were  in  repelling 
the  raids  of  Stuart's  forces.  June  9th,  1863.  in  the  great 
c.ivalry  raid  near  the  Raiipahannock  the  regiment  was 
again  engaged;  here  it  won  laurels  again  but  at  a great 
s.u  rifice,  losing  several  men,  among  them  the  brave 
Colonel  Davis,  who  was  killed  on  the  held  at  Beverly 
b'ord;  also  Captain  Benjamin  F.  Foote,  of  Company  E,  of 
Niagara  county,  I.ieuteuant  Cutler,  of  Company  A,  and  ] 
I.ieuteii.int  Rees,  Company  C.  and  having  L.ieutenant 
Kliih.i,  ot  Company  I),  badly  wounded.  There  was,  how- 
ever, but  a single  casualty  in  the  Orleans  com[)any,  the 
case  of  Sergeant  Daniel  Haskell,  badly  wounded.  The 
8th  regiment  sustained  its  hard  earned  reputation  in  the 
three  days'  battle  at  Cettysburg.  To  follow  its  move- 
ments from  this  time  forward  until  the  ex[ii ration  of  its 
term  of  service  would  be  to  spe.ik  (irinci]).illy  of  successful  | 
raiding  here  and  there.  On  the  battle-tlag  of  the  regi-  I 
ment,  in  addition  to  the  engagements  mentioneil  in  the  ■ 
toregoing,  are  Locust  tlrove,  Hawes's  .Shop,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  ( )pei|uan.  Cedar  Creek  and  .\ppomattox  Court-  1 
house.  j 

In  1S04  the  imigimd  members  of  tlie  regiment  were  1 
mu'lered  out,  ,ind  the  \ etcr. Ills  .ind  re<  ruits  retained  in 
the  M-rsu  e until  June-  27th,  1865,  when  they  were  also 
mustered  out. 

(’oni|iany  K w.is  from  Niagara  county,  and  most  of  the 
men  were  Iroin  the  towns  i;f  ll.irtl.ind  and  Rovalton.  It 


was  raised  by  Captain  Benjamin  h.  hoote,  ot  the  ti'\\n  . • 
Hartland,  and  consisted  ot  the  following  n.imei!  uu  • 
besides  himself  and  hirst  Lieutenant  .\lpha  Uhiuin, 
Royalton,  who  enlisted  September  5,  1861,  and  was  dis- 
charged May  22,  1S63. 

PRtV.X  TKS. 

George  R,  Achilles,  Hartland;  John  .Nnstcy.  Mid<IIep.  .rt: 
fohn  C.  Ayers,  Middleport,  enlistetl  in  Oi  t.  iS6i,ti'(hd.  :r 
Nov.  1863;  Llorace  Bacon,  Hartland;  George 'i\'.  P.  ird 
Rovalton,  enlisted  Feb.  i,  1864,  dschd  June  21;.  1 ' o: : 
Chester  F.  Barry,  .Somerset;  Lewis  P.unh,  Hart- 
land; Daniel  S.  Brown,  Royalton;  .Alexander  1! 
Br.iddock,  Hartland;  .Albert  Marion  Bristol,  Ko\  i;;..r, 
enlisted  in  Oct.  1S61,  dschd  July  27,  1865;  h, 
Itristol,  RoN’alton,  enlisted  Mch.  25,  1865;  Jolin  t' 

Brown  and  Pliilo  Burch,  Hartland;  .Addison  P..\rt.)n. 
Rovalton,  enlisted  .Aug,  12,  1862,  dschd  July  14,  iSc;; 
.Alexander  Barton,  Royalton,  enlisted  Oct.  19,  i-soi. 
died  in  Baltimore,  Sept.  10,  1862:  John  Bremmer.  Roy,;!- 
ton,  enlisted  .Mch.  27,  1865,  dschd  June  27,  1865;  Henry 
Brickford,  Almon  Brightman,  .Amos  .A.  Castle.  D.iniel 
Connor,  fohn  Cline  and  James  Congdon.  Hartland:  Henry 
R.  Christman,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  Sept.  1861,  msrd  vra; 
with  regiment;  William  Cassidy,  Royalton;  \Aillia’u 
Davis,  Hartland;  Newton  P'isk,  Royalton;  Charles  A. 
Fox,  Royalton,  enlisted  Nov.  6,  1861,  promoted 
sergeant,  dschd  June  27,  1865;  James  N.  Garrett. 
Hartland;  Henry  Griffis,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  (')cto!>'.r. 
1861,  died  in  hospital  in  June,  1S62;  Thoma.s  Hartley. 
Hartland;  .Alexander  Harrison.  Royalton.  enlisted  ('ct. 
15,  i86r,  dschd  Dec.  30,  1S63;  David  Hinman  and 
Willis  S.  Hinman,  Hartland;  .Augustus  Hause.  Royalton. 
enlisted  Oct.  12,  1S61,  promoted  to  i]uarterma>tcr  Ser- 
geant. fought  in  over  twenty  battles,  dschd  Dec.  8.  1^04: 
Oscar  Jones,  Hartland;  James  Johnson,  Royalton.  cr.ll't- 
ed  Oct.  15,  i86r,  died  at  Relay  House,  Md..  .Aug.  if. 
1862;  Lewis  Kane,  Hartland;  George  I.ong,  Rovalton. 
enlisted  Oct.  8,  1861,  promoted  corporal,  dschd  De;  S. 
i86.}.;  James  H.  Marion,  Royalton,  enlisted  Oct.  7. 
died  in  hospital,  Mch.  12,  1S62;  Thomas  H.  Mur:  i.v, 
Royalton,  enlisted  Oct.  9,  i86r,  dschd  Dec.  8. 

James  O'Neil,  Harrison  D.  Odikirk  and  Chester  1’.  ' >w- 
ens,  Hartland;  George  Kifenbank.  Rosalton,  enl ed 
Oct.  15,  1861,  dsi  hd  Dec.  8.  1864;  Bailey  Robert'-.  R ■ - 
ton;  James  K.  Robson,  Hartland;  Thomas  Richard- 
Royalton,  enlisted  in  flctober,  iS6r,  served  three  w.v:-; 
William  G.  Richardson,  Royalton;  James  Revnuld'.  Ne-\- 
fane,  enlisted  .Mch.  10.  1865;  Nelson  .-A.  Rude,  liar’’ i- 
Charles  Ross,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  (Ictober,  1 so  1 , <1- 
in  fune,  1865;  Robert  Ranishaw,  Hartland:  I'o  •_ 
Sheriff,  Hartland;  William  H.  .Shalfer,  Rov,ih-.r. 
listed  in  September.  1864.  dschd  in  .May,  1803:  lie  • 
Skeel,  Hartland;  Jacob  Shaffer,  Royalton.  on!'-; 

Man  h,  1 Stif ; C.irlos  L.  .81,11111,  ILiril.iml;  .\;i-  ■ -- 

Royalton;  ( )rrin  Smith  and  W heaton  R.  > ' 
H.irtlaiul;  1 homas  Strou.se,  Rmaltou.  enlistoi  ' ’ 
1861,  dschd  Dec  8,  i8f).);  )ohn  S.  .Si  halLr.  K--' 
enlisted  in  < >i  tob'cr,  i86i.  iDi  lid  in  Jiil\.  Ouf.  ( ; 
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Snstlcr,  Rijyalton;  1 ).  'I’littlc,  Xcwf.inc,  enlisted 

\I'  h.  2<),  1S05;  Jaiii'.’s  R.  'l’h(jrii,  Hartland;  James  M. 
I la  ker,  Ruyaltun,  enlistad  I )e<  . i,  iSiii,  pronuacd  to 
lii'Micnanl.  stationed  at  Santiaa,),  'l  ex.;  Flijah  \\  alton 
ami  I ranklin  \\  ri-iit,  llarlland;  ('harlcsll.  Ware,  Royal- 
ton,  enlisted  Sept.  25.  1.S61.  killed  in  Rattle  June  15.  1S64; 
Jerome  Wright,  Royalton, enlisted  ( F t.  S,  1S61,  ils(  lul  Xov. 
I.  I S6  5 ; ( ieorge  W iU o\,  ( lasport,  enlisteil  in  Aug..  iSOj, 
promoted  ipiartermaster  sergeant,  dsi  lul  in  Xov.  1803; 
David  Walsh,  Royalton  ; .\llen  A.  Willson,  Robert  H. 
\Vatkins,  and  James  Watterson,  Hartland  ; Henry  \\  i(  h- 
terman,  Royalton,  enlisted  Oct.,  1861  ; dsilid  in  April, 
1862  ; Samuel  C.  Ward  and  Albertus  Wih  o.\,  Hartland  ; 
Henry  Winegardener,  Royalton  ; Charles  Wallaee,  Hart- 
land ; John  Zimmerman,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  Oct., 
1861,  dischd  in  Jan.,  1862. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  in  from  Xovember  28th, 
1861,  to  October  4th,  1862.  'I'he  original  memliers  were 
mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service,  and 
the  regiment,  composed  of  veterans  and  recruits,  retained 
in  service  until  June  27th,  1865,  when  it  was  mustered 
out.  It  participated  in  the  battles  of  ^Vtnchester,  Antie- 
tam,  Upperville,  Beverly  Ford,  Gettysburg,  Locust  Grove, 
White  Oak  Swamp,  0[tequan,  Cedar  Creek  and  Ap[>o- 
mattox  Court-house.  At  the  battle  of  Beverly  Ford, 
June  9th,  1S63,  Captain  Foote  was  killed. 

I THIRD  CAVALRY. 

Here  was  a regiment  raised  in  the  counties  of  .Albany, 
Schoharie,  Chemung,  Delaware.  Oneida,  Onondaga  and 
Orleans,  and  organized  at  X^ew  York,  that  included  in  its 
ranks  a number  of  men  from  Xiagara  county,  among 
them  the  following  Royalton  men  ; 

John  Benson,  enlisted  F'eb.  19,  1864,  dschd  July  12, 
1865;  David  Boulton,  enlisted  July  4,  1862,  dschd  J une 
.21,  1865;  William  Breening,  enlisted  Aug.  14,  i86i,  taken 
prisoner  Oct.  7,  i86.y;  Henry  Breening,  enlisted  Oct.  14 
1861,  dschd  Xov.  29,  1865;  John  Breening,  enlisted  Jan 
27,  1864,  dschd  Xov.  20,  1S65;  Sergeant  Sterling  D.  F.w- 
ington.  Company  F.  enlisted  Aug.  9.  [861,  killed  in  action 
Mch.  4,  1S63;  Frank  Griswold,  Company  F,  <iuarter- 
master  sergeant,  enlisted  .\ug.  14,  1 86  1 , dschd  I une  i.g 
1865;  George  W.  I'riKtor,  bugler,  Comiiany  C.  enlisted 
.\ug.  2,  1862,  d^chd  June  to,  1865;  Charles  Reardon,  en- 
listed .Apr.  25,  1864.  died  in  Julv.  1865;  Silas  S.  Tinker, 
lieutenant,  ('ompany  F,  enlisted  in  .\ugust,  iSOi,  taken 
jirisoner  at  Jones's  Landing  and  mn  er  heard  from  ; Linuj- 
thy  Tracey,  enUsteil  in  .\lar>  h,  186  p now  in  the  regular 
.irmy;  Edward  1'.  Taylor,  enli>led  Feb.  19,  1863:  Charles 
Wcslev  Berry,  enlistetl  1 une  13,  1861,  dschd  July  17,  1804; 
W-illiam  Wallenberg,  corporal,  Comyiany  F,  enlisted  July 
21,  tS6i,  dschd  Dec.  16,  1865. 

.Also  the  following  from  Ncufane:  Serae.ant  Morris 
H.irrington.  Company  F.  ■.•nlisled  .Aug.  12,  iSCm,  shot  bv 
guerillas  at  S'.v  .m'>  (Juarter-,  X.  C.,  .Melt.  4.  1 863 ; Corporal 
Dewey  Haw  kins.  Company  F,  enlisted  SejU.  3,  1861,  d.^chd 
for  (lisabilitv  tn  18(14;  Sergeant  .S.imuel  Kemp.  Comp.mv 
F.  tailisled  .kuu  12.  1861,  killed  bv  gue’.ill.is  Mch.  i.j. 


1863;  and  the  following  recruits  to  Captain  Ira  Hidmes's 
I I ompany,  all  of  w hom  were  enrtjlled  at  'I'onawanda: 

' Charles  Sharp.-tone,  James  'I'ools,  I’atrick  C.  Gough, 
I t’lregory  Bellinger,  'i  lnunas  H.  .Shelhjts,  James  Johnson, 
Sidney  J.  Smith,  W illiam  Ryan,  ( 'harles  Seeman,  I'rban 
, K.uj)persmedt,  Henry  H.  I.eonanl,  William  .Anderson, 
i William  Smith.  Fredern  k Cap|tel,  John  .Mitchell,  Walter 
Ross,  John  W.  Forrester. 

' The  regiment  did  good  service  at  the  I>attles  of  Burns 
Church.  \'oung’s  Cross  Roads,  Williamston,  Kinston, 
Whitehall,  Goldsboro,  Ball’s  Bluff,  Weldon  Railroad, 

, Edwards  Ferrv,  Stonv  Creek,  Betersburg,  Malvern  Hill, 

I . , 

Newmarket  and  Johnson's  House. 

I 

F I FT E !■:  X 'I' 1 1 C A V A I.  R Y. 

'Bhis  regiment  was  organized  for  three  years'  service  at 
Syracuse,  and  the  coni[)anies  of  which  it  was  conpiosed 
were  raised  in  thecounties  of  Onondaga,  Ontario.  Orange, 
Oneida,  Chautaui|ua,  Cattaraugus,  Genesee,  Tompkins 
and  Erie.  Company  E,  however,  was  made  up  largely  of 
men  from  Xiagara  county,  as  shown  in  the  following  list 
of  men  enrolled  at  Lockport; 

OFFICKRS. 

First  Sergeant,  Orlando  PL  Dickerson;  commissary  ser- 
geant, George  .A.  Bond;  sergeant,  Pldward  Bragden;  cor- 
porals, George  Frazier,  Walter  A\'.  Smith,  Royalton,  en- 
listed July  13,  (863,  dschrl  .Aug.  9,  1865;  Robert  Hamil- 
ton; farrier,  John  G.  McLean;  blacksmith,  John  Jacobus. 

PRIV.-VTES. 

John  Birmingham,  William  Cole,  William  Ebert.  George 
Emms,  John  German,  Thomas  Xogan,  George  C.  Hollis, 
Royalton,  enlisted  July  27,  1S63,  dischd  .Aug.  9,  1865; 
John  McGrath,  John  McClellan,  Xewfane,  enlisted  in 
' July,  1863,  and  served  throtigh  the  war;  Commodore  (). 

! Berrv , Thomas  S.  Roberts,  Peter  Rollo;  Ltither  .A.  Rus- 
I sell,  William  Scott,  James  Smith,  .Alfreil  H.  Smith.  Royal- 
ton, enlisted  Dec.  26,  1863,  dschd  June  22,  1865;  Beter 
Sny  der,  Charles  Temple,  William  Turner,  .Ubert  Wriglu. 

Royalton,  enlisted  July  i i,  1 862,  dsidid  in  .Augtist,  1805. 

' .Ambrose  Peacock,  of  Lot  kport,  belonged  to  Com[>anv 
I C.  I'he  regiment  was  mustered  in  frtun  .\tigust  8th.  i86u 
' to  January  14th,  1S64.  It  was  constdidatetl  with  the  6th 
N.  Y.  cavalry  June  17th,  1865,  and  the  consolidated  force 
designated  the  “ 2d  X.  A’.  I’rovisional  Cavalry.” 

I 

SECOXD  MOL' XT  ED  RIFLES. 

In  th;  month  of  July,  1863.  under  the  heatl  of  "Gov- 
ernor's Ciuard,”  the  following  annotm.  ement  w as  made 
in  the  papers  th.roughout  western  New  York,  and  circu- 
lated throuehotit  the  country  in  the  form  of  hand  bills  : 

“ Colonel  lohr.  l-hsk,  (Vt  .Xi.'-gar  i,  h.;s  been  autlu>r:/ed 
by  ijovcnor  Sevnitair  t<i  r.ose  a r<-giment  fortliree  \e.u-'' 
service  in  the  LL  S.  army,  to  be  known  .is  the  ‘ Gmer- 
nor's  Guard.’  .Lny  ] erson  desiring  to  raist*  a companv 
to  be  attached  to  this  regiment  i ;m  jiro-  tire  authwriiv  bv 
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jijilyiM:;  to  ( 'oil iiu'l  |.i!m  Fi-'k,  ol  Si!>iicii>ion  lii  iil^c,  or 
I .ii'ii tcii.ini -(  < ill i!u  l (Ook,  or  Cj|itaiii  \\  illuun  I’.  Wjrrcn, 
l.iti-  of  tlic  2 'ili  Now  \ ork. 

“ (J.il)tain  Warren  will  ai  t as  adjutant  in  forming  the 
regiment.  Headi|uariers  at  Lot  kport.” 

It  was  shortly  alterward  made  known  that  it  woiilrl  be 
raised  under  the  title  as  given  above,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  it  was  to  do  mounted  rille  serviee.  I he  first  three 
men  mustererl  in  were  Henry  h.  Fierce,  ot  Niagara  tails; 
Dr.  Robert  F.  F.iine,  I.ockport;  ami  Uilliam  P.  W arren, 
l.oekport.  Dr.  Paine  was  mustered  in  as  surgeon  and 
W'arren  as  adjutant,  and  they  at  once  set  about  aiding  in 
the  mustering  in.  the  response  to  the  call  was  encour- 
aging from  Niag.tra  county,  and  it  was  backed  up  by  the 
counties  of  llrie,  Wyoming,  Orleans,  Wayne  and  Sulliv  an. 
'I'he  first  company  comiileted  was  Captain  Joseph  N. 
Rushmore’s,  of  I.ockport.  Captain  W.  H.  H.  Mapes,  of 
I.ockport,  was  ne.\t  ready  with  a company,  and  was  ([uick- 
!y  followed  by  Captain  Henry  G.  Stebbins,  of  Lockport, 
with  a full  com|)lement.  'twelve  comjianies  were  made 
up,  and  by  February,  iSbg,  the  regiment  was  ready  for 
the  field.  ' 'the  regimental  officers  were  : 

Colonel,  John  Fisk,  Niagar.a  Falls;  lieutenant-colonel, 
Jasper  N.  Raymond,  New  York;  lieutenant-colonel,  Joseph 
H.  Wood,  2nd  regular  cavalry:  major,  William  H.  H. 
Mapes,  Lockport;  major,  John  D.  Newman,  Lockport; 
major,  John  H.  Fralick,  Little  Falls;  adjutant,  William  P. 
Warren,  Lockport;  adjutant,  Franklin  Rogers,  Buffalo; 
riuartermaster,  Henry  F.  Pierce,  Niagara  Falls;  commis- 
sary, Joseph  A.  Briggs,  Buffalo;  commissary,  John  M. 
Hill,  Lockport;  surgeon,  Robert  'F.  Paine,  I.ockport; 
assistant  surgeon,  Hugh  McGregor  Wilson,  Lockport; 
assistant  surgeon,  Eli  Woodworth,  Allegany;  chaplain, 
\\’ashington  Stickney. 

W.  H.  H.  Mapes,  w ho  started  out  with  rank  of  captain, 
was  promoted  before  entering  the  service. 

The  regiment  first  rendezvoused  at  Lockport,  but  the 
barracks  were  insufficient  and  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  Fort  Porter,  Buffalo,  which  latter  barracks  were  made 
a rci  ruiting  station  and  camp  of  instruction.  The  and 
remained  there  from  December,  1S63,  until  the  March  fol- 
lowing, when,  three  battalions  being  completed,  they 
were  ordered  to  Camp  .Stoneman,  nearGiesboro  Point  in 
the  neighborhood  of  'A  ashington.  Here  they  remained 
until  about  .May  hist,  when  they  were  ordered  to  the 
front  to  reinforce  the  .Army  of  the  Potomac.  Instead  of 
being  furnished  with  the  cavalry  outfit  for  which  they 
were  sent  to  Caiu[)  Stoneman.  or  receiving  instruction  in 
cav  alry  tactics,  which  had  licen  promised  them,  they  vv ere 
assigned  to  a provisional  bng.uie,  ouuposed  of  dismount- 
ed lavalry  and  heavy  artillerv,  commanded  liy  Colonel 
■Marshall,  of  the  14th  heavy  .irtillery,  in  the  ninth  corps, 
under  General  Burnside. 

On  the  day  following  their  arrived  at  (Jamp  Stoneman 
they  particijiated  in  the  battle  of  .-'pcttsvlvania,  suftei'ing 
but  little  loss.  ’Iheir  ne.\t  eng.tgeiiieul  was  the  battle  of 
North  .Anna,  southeast  of  .Sjiottsv  Iv  ania.  In  this  their 
loss  was  liglit. 

Returning  from  .North  .\mia  the  regiment  was  jilaced 


as  rear  guard  of  the  ninth  corps,  when  it  had  a severe 
engagement  at  Tolopotomoy  Creek,  losing  quite  a num- 
ber of  men.  The  next  day  it  was  in  the  fight  at  Beths.ud.x 
Church,  a few  miles  from  'tolopotomoy.  At  this  time 
the  regiment  was  under  comm.ind  ot  l.ieutcn.mt- 
Colonel  Raymond,  of  New  \'ork.  'the  loss  at  Beths  lida 
was  ipiite  heavy,  fiftv  or  sixty  killed  anil  wounded. 
.-Among  those  killed  was  Lieutenant  Jeremiah  R.  Morrison, 
of  W'voming  county. 

Hardly  had  the  smoke  of  this  battle  cleared  awav 
before  the  2nd  was  in  the  memorable  fight  at  Cold  H.ir- 
bor,  in  early  June;  its  loss  here  was  not  heavy.  .Among 
those  wounded  was  Lieutenant  Charles  W.  Flagler. 
From  Cold  Harbor  the  regiment  moved  with  the  .Army  of 
the  Potomac  and  crossed  the  James  river,  arriving  at 
Peterslnirg  June  i6th,  just  in  time  for  service  .vgaiii. 
On  the  morning  of  June  17th,  the  and  nude  a charge 
over  the  enemy’s  works  and  cajitured  a large  number  of 
{irisoners,  who  were  sent  to  the  rear  in  charge  of  Captain 
W.  Fitzer  Williams,  'the  regiment  was  engaged  iluring 
the  entire  day,  but  its  loss  was  light.  On  the  morning  of 
the  1 8th  of  June  it  again  advanced  on  the  enemy’s  works, 
near  the  Weldon  .’•ailroad,  and  toward  evening  made  a 
gallant  charge,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  rail- 
road, the  2nd,  however,  suffering  a terrible  loss. 

In  this  action  First  Lieutenant  Delong,  of  Lockport, 
was  killed,  and  Captain  M'illiams  ; the  entire  loss  was 
between  two  and  three  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded. 

From  this  time  until  July  29th,  1864,  the  regiment  lav- 
in  the  rifle  pits  under  a constant  fire,  losing  men  day  bv 
day,  among  them  Lieutenant  J.  L.  .Atwood,  who  was 
killed  by  a sharpshooter.  On  the  morning  of  July  30th, 
the  mine  in  front  of  Petersburg  was  exploded.  .A  terrible 
struggle  followed,  in  which  the  2nd  regiment  was  engaged, 
under  command  of  Major  Alapes.  One  division  was  re- 
pulsed by  the  rebels.  The  division  in  which  the  2nd 
regiment  fought  had  been  held  for  the  final  charge,  in 
case  those  already  in  the  fight  did  not  hold  their  ground. 
The  order  was  finally  given  for  them  to  charge,  and  they 
j did  it  nobly,  capturing  two  lines  of  the  enemy's  works, 
i they  held  them  about  six  hours,  but  as  no  relief  came, 

I they  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  In  this  engagement 

I the  regiment  lost  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 

I killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  It  remained  in  command 
i of  Major  Mapes  from  this  time  forward  until  the  battle 
1 of  Pegram’s  Farm. 

I .-A  few  days  subsequent  to  the  fight  at  the  mine  the 
j regiment  moved  to  the  left  and  took  a position  near  Fort 
j Hell,  where  it  remaii'.ed  for  some  time,  experiencing  no 
loss,  'the  next  battle  was  at  Pegram's  Farm,  southw  i.st  of 
Petersburg,  where  Major  Mapes,  Captain  Stebbins,  Lieu- 
tenant Mansfield,  i.ieutenant  Bush  and  others,  in  all  fortv 
or  fifty,  were  taken  prisoners.  the  killed  and  wouiieh  il 
j numbered  between  fifty  and  .seventy-live.  .Among  tl.e 

1 killed  was  Lieutenant  Casey,  of  Lockport.  'the  next 

j lii'lel  vva.s  the  first  battle  f'f  H.Ui'her’s  Run,  in  tK  t;’'  ; r. 
j 'tin;  loss  W..S  slight.  From  here  the  2nd  ivvct 

j Iiack  to  Pegram's  Farm,  v\l',ere  it  remained  umil  the  l.i't  lU 
1 November.  It  vv.is  tl'ien  ordered  to  dismounted  i amp 
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City  Point,  wlicro  tlie  men  received  their  |iromised  liorses,  ' 
with  orders  to  re|)orl  to  Cieneral  Charles  II.  Smitli,  ot  the 
3d  l>ri','ade,  21I  ca\air\  dixTion.  I'he  se< ond  da\  alter 
reporting  the  regiment  went  on  a raid  to  Ston\  t’reek 
station,  wh.ere,  with  the  balance  of  the  division,  it  as^istt.-d 
in  destroying  a large  amount  of  stores  and  taking  inanx’ 
prisoni'rs,  sustaining  slight  loss.  It  then  returned  to 
camp  near  h'ort  Stevenson,  in  the  vicinitx’  ot  South 
Petersltnrg,  where  it  remained  until  December,  1864. 

The  regiment  next  aicompanied  the  celebrated  Warren 
raiders,  and  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  the  \Velilon 
railroad  from  near  Petersburg  to  Weldon,  N.  C.  | 

At  this  time  the  2d  was  di\  ided,  a detachment  having  i 
been  sent  back  to  the  second  battle  of  Hati  her's  Run, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Newman.  I'ptm  the  re- 
turn of  the  regiment  to  camp  it  was  rletailed  as  a rear 
guard  to  the  5th  corps  of  infantry.  In  this  actinn  the 
2nd  lost  about  forty  men,  among  them  Captain  Watson 
and  Lieutenant  Tijipling,  of  Wayne  county.  It  went 
into  camp  again  and  remained  until  March  29th,  1865, 
doing  picket  duty  and  losing  but  few  men.  On  this  date  ‘ 
it  started  with  General  Sheridan’s  corps  in  the  final  pur- 
suit of  Lee,  and  March  30th  engaged  in  the  battle  of  ' 
Dinwiddie  Court-house,  southwest  of  Petersburg,  in 
which  engagement  Captain  Eli  Morse,  of  Liftle  balls,  N. 

Y.,  was  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Flagler  and  C.  ?>lurphy, 
of  Lockport,  seriously  wounded. 

The  next  day  the  2nd  was  in  the  battle  of  Five  Forks, 
but  sustained  no  loss.  Ne.xt,  at  Jettersv  ille,  it  lost  a ! 
dozen  wounded,  but  none  killed.  At  Sailor’s  Creek  it 
lost  a few  men,  and  again  at  Farmville.  It  was  next  eii-  | 
gaged  at  Aiipomattox  Court-house,  where  Joshua  Smith 
was  killed.  After  doing  service  at  A[)pomattox  the  brig-  ! 
ade  to  which  the  2nd  regiment  belonged  was  detailed  as 
an  escort  of  General  Grant  from  .■\pj>omattox  to  IJurk- 
ville  Junction,  \'a.  It  then  returned  to  Petersburg,  when,  j 
pending  negotiations  between  Johnston  and  Sherman,  it 
was  ordered  to  North  Carolina  to  reinforce  Sherman.' 
'Phere  it  was  learned  that  Johnston  had  surrendered,  and 
the  2nd  was  ordered  back  to  Petersburg  and  from  tliere 
to  Buckingham  county,  Va.,  wltere  it  remained  on  prosost 
duty  until  August,  1865. 

This  closed  the  eventful  career  of  the  regiment,  and  its 
next  movement  was  homeward,  .\rriving  in  Buflalu  .Aug- 
ust loth,  1865,  it  was  mustered  out.  It  left  home  1.500 
strong,  and  during  the  service  was  reinforced  by  upward 
of  300  recruits;  but  came  Inu  k with  only  between  .'even 
and  eight  hundred  men.  The  de[tleted  ranks  and  the 
scars  the  surx  ixors  bore  told  the  stor\  of  their  serx  ice  in 
tlieir  country’s  defence.  1 hex  umre  in  the  field  a little- 
over  a year,  and  took  j>art  in  nineteen  (iistim  t engage- 
ments. as  recordexl  in  the  foreuoing  n.irratixv. 

'I'he  records  on  file  in  the  ofliceof  the  clerk  ol’  Niagara 
county  hax  e reterem  e only  to  those  companies  and  parts  of 
x'ompanies  that  were  raised  in  .Niagara  cotintx'.  I ro.n 
them  we  obtain  tlte  following  partial  roll  of  the  regin,ent ; 

Cn.MP.\.\A’  .\. 

Ota-  ici-.ks. 

Caj'laiu;  Josi  ]ih  M.  Rushmoia-;  liiwt  lieiiien.int,  J.iuie.- 


B.  N.  Delong;  sei  imd  lieutenant,  Kli  Kahler;  first  .ser- 
geant, Michael  Casey;  ipiartermastcr  sergeant,  \V.  Roselle- 
Pack;  sergeants,  John  Parker,  Nexviane.  enlisted  Sept. 
14,  1863,  mstd  out  Aug.  14.  1865;  George  Sutiires. 

Newfane,  enlisted  in  .September,  1863;  commissary 
sergeant,  Philip  .Mover;  second  sergeant,  ^\'ill!am  T. 
Behan;  third,  .\inos  .M.  Brown;  ftjurth,  James  F.  .M<  Mul- 
len; first  corporal.  Lafayette  Randall;  set  ond,  John  P.ir- 
ker;  third,  James  P.onnell;  fourth,  John  .Maynard;  sixth, 
illiim  .Spalding;  \\'eighth,  Miihael  (Jwens;  farrier  and 
blacksmith.  Fuck  h .\.  Turner;  trumiieter,  George  W. 
Harrison — all  of  Loi  kjiort. 

I’RIV.A  I'KS. 

Samuel  .\xery,  I.oi  kport;  George  Brooks,  Porter;  Gus- 
tave Bistoff,  Fram  is  \'.  Broxvn,  Peter  Brady,  .Albert  Bald- 
win, James  Brady,  and  John  Conlan,  Loi  kport;  T.  Corne- 
lius, Niagara;  Frank  Dunn,  Oscar  B.  Draper  promoted 
to  regiinent.il  iiuartermaster  sergeant  , Matthias  Gough. 
Hiram  Gay,  Washington  1..  Hicks,  Lionel  L.  Harrington, 
Frank  II.  Kennedy.  Owen  Kenyon,  John  Kinnev,  and 
'William  King,  i.ockjiort;  Philip  Matthias,  Niagara,  drown- 
ed in  James  river,  .Apr.  14.  1863;  Thomas  MeW  aters, 
Adam  Prime,  George  Presby,  William  Pasco,  James  Pen- 
ders, Samuel  F.  Roliinson,  Henry  Smith,  Dax  id  Sjiaiel. 
Daniel  A.  Stahl,  Charles  Schroder.  Alfred  Southwii  k, 
Moses  'rurney,  Henry  W.  U'right,  and  Burt  ^\'c-nlw ortli, 
Lock[)ort. 

COMPANY  B. 

Samuel  h.  Brickley  and  Sxlvester  Base,  Lockpurt; 
Jacob  .A.  Cole,  Newfane,  enlisted  Mch.  6,  1865;  Miles 
Caleb,  Malcome  Ferguson,  Christian  Henselin  ar.d  Fxlgar 
Hoglan,  Lo(  kport;  John  Mergendoller,  Royalton,  cnii.-t 
ed  in  October,  1S63;  John  Prime,  Alfonso  ,\.  Poxvers 
Reuben  Pearce,  Patrick  (Juinlan,  Michael  Rilex’.  John 
Shanly,  Gottlried  Schramm.  Henry  Smith  and  Charles 
'Finney,  Lockjiort. 

COMPANY  C. 

OKFICKR.S. 

Captain.  Henry  G.  Stebbins;  first  lieutenant,  Peter  B. 
Kelehner;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  W.  Flagler;  (.rderlv 
sergeant,  Charles  .A.  Muriihv,  Lockport;  quartermaster 
sergeant,  lafaxette  ('Imstead,  Ni.igira;  cominis.-ar . 
serge.uU,  William  P.  Sheldon,  Lockport;  first  sergean:. 
.Augustus  H.iwn,  Lexxiston;  secoinl,  William  Luff.  Cam- 
bri.i;  third,  Thomas  C.  'Fenbrook.  Lockport;  fourth. 
’x\’illi.im  11.  (iaskill,  A\’ilson;  fifth.  John  P.  Murph.x'.  I o<  k- 
pi;ri;  ( orjjoral-,.  William  Allan.  1 .ock[c>rt ; George  Beiber. 
.Ni.igar.t;  J.uues  \\’.  B.irber,  Newf.ine.  enlisted  Dec.  22. 
18O3.  mstd  out  Aug.  24,  i8(>5;  L.  Edward  \'\  arren.  Roxal- 
ton;  ( rcorge  H.  .Moore,  Royalton;  .Andrexv  .Av  kcrm.iu, 
Perulleton:  I hedran  D.  l ellows,  C.unbria;  ir  sic  o., 

Aug  isiUs  I'.blei.  I Ol  kport;  w.igi.ater,  < !.r;';;.u) 

Cambri.i. 

IM  IX  ATI  s. 

\\  il’iar.i  ll.Buv.h,  Harthind;  ( ieirge  Birdsali.  Newfar.e. 
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C()Ml’ANIi:S  i:,  1',  H AND  1, 

I 

I 

L-nIi'U-(l  < >1  l.  I S,  1S64,  m>t(l  out  Aug.  23,  1865; 

Thuiu.is  l!arl>cr,  .Niag.ira;  I’.\ron  W'.  Baxter,  Newtanc, 
eiiii'tcil  Ma\  i.  m^td  out  -\ug.  24.  <>'''^^5’  M'lrvin 

IDily,  Ncwl'aue.  ciili-tcd  1 )c( . 17.  1N63;  William  Clark, 
K'oahiiu:  William  C'ady,  Royalton,  enlisted  Dcr. 

1SO3,  dsi  hd  Aug.  .’3,  1N65;  William  Coulter,  Cambria; 
B.irneste  I >uran,  Rov.iltun;  j.imes  Dor>e\',  I.orkiifjrt; 

W ilium  II.  II.  Dr.ike  ami  buub  Everhart,  .Niagara; 

1- red.  E\ erel t,  1 I m.iw .tnda;  John  l ladd,  Niagara;  Jaeob 
I'reese,  I.oekiiurt;  William  W.  Eello'v s,  (.'ambria;  Henry  J. 
t'ir».en,  'ronauumla;  I’.iul  C.  (irdfis,  Niagara;  ('harles  b,. 
liuue,  Hartl.ind;  i red  Kibbler  and  David  Kohler,  jr., 
rou.iw .tnd.i ; I )hn  Mi  D;.m,ikl,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  De-  | 
December,  1 Si)  t,  d-.<  lui  in  1865;  William  Martin  and  ‘ 

lames  .Mi-rton,  Ni.igara;  liarl  H.  Nicholas,  I’eiidletim;  j 

Ch.irles  < ilrich,  Ni.igara;  Edwin  Roberts,  I.ockport; 

,\lm.i  .'siuiims.  RoNaliuu;  ^\’il!iam  Smith,  Royalton, 

enlisted  Dec.  at),  idb;,,  ds<  lu!  in  J une,' i S63  ; jose[)h  Sykes, 

I. like  E.  Summer-,  and  Joh.n  Summers.  Royalton;  Theo-  J 
dore  .'smiling,  Wi!.--on;  Jolin  D.  Si  hoonm.iker,  Porter; 

M,.rk  .\.  Sehoonniaker,  Niagara;  i.awrence  Smith,  I.ock- 
jH.irt;  Hir.un  T.  Walker,  Royalton;  Reuben  \Vhitney,  Ni- 
agar.i. 

CO.MPANV  E. 

OFFICER?. 

I 

hirst  sergeant,  Henry  A'.  Sterling.  Lotkport;  sergeants, 
Isaiah  Harrington, Somerset;  Eugene  Stottie,  Neul'ane,  1 
enlisted  Dec.  i.S,  1863,  died  ot  typhoid  fever  at  .Alex-  j 
andria,  July  y,  1864;  Frederick  M.ahl,  'Wilson;  Isaac  | 

Harris,  Royalton,  enlisted  May  31,  tSot,  fought  in  four-  | 
teen  battles,dschd  .Vug.  10,  1S65;  Charles  P.  Afajip,  Lock-  | 

jiort;  ror[)orals,  ()/ro  Bachelder,  Wilson;  Truman  B.  | 

Rici'.ardson,  l.ock[)ort:  John  d'.  Reilly  and  Norman 
Rubinst'u,  Wilson;  .Vljihuiiso  T.  Coleman,  Somerset; 
f-’.rrier,  ( >rrin  hC  Johnso'n;  te.imster,  John  Fisher,  and 
s.uldler,  Clark  Da\i-,  WiDon. 

PKlV.\TFs.. 

CoTgi.'  H.  .Vlthoiise,  Royi.lton.  enlisted  No\'.  ao,  1863, 
d'l  hd  J in.  ii;,  1805;  riieodore  H.  Brat  ton.  Newfane,  | 

enlisted  Dei.  18,  iSCig;  .-'amael  Barnes.  Ponaw.mda;  ‘ 
William  Bathriek,  I.ockport;  Robert  Burnside,  Newfane.  i 
enlisted  Dec.  31,  1863;  William  H.  Clift.  Wilson;  .Martin  ' 
Congdon,  I.ockport:  John  F.  C.tsy,  l.ewistm'';  d'homas 
Deckst.idei.  I.ockport;  Alartm  Dell. 'i'onawanda;' Thomas 
Elmore.  I.oi  kiiort ; Jolm  ( dbsi m.  V\'ilsun ; William  Heiner- 
man,  (.01101)1X1;  Be'ijamin  B.  Hid.  I.ockport;  hames  E. 

Hill.  Newfane.  enlisted  Nov.  js.  180.;.  mstd  euit  .Vug.  to. 

1 S()3 ; Robert  W.  Iliil.  i.ockport:  V\  illi.nn  Kinnex',  New- 
laue.  enlisted  Dec.  22.  1.803.  iiistd  out  .Vug.  10,  1863; 
(’\riis  King.  Wilson;  frank  C.  .'lead.  I.ock|)ort;  Robert 
McClellan,  .New  f, me,  enlisted  Jan.  7.  1804,  killed,  -Vug. 

1.  180  (.before  Petersburg,  Va,;  P.itiick  .Mo-.her.  I.oik- 
po'a;  John  Vbtiinn.s,  Few  ( 'c.-ros  Nciist,  .'Somer- 

set; F.dw.ild  1.  i)  .ird.  .New  i ,i.e.  enb'ti'd  ! )i_c.  if),  i.k)’. 
lUstd  out  .Vugust  10,  1803;  Peti  r Rensluw,  Somerset; 
t'ortlcud  Rouse,  Wilson;  ('lurles  1 1 . S<  Imcker,  Kovalion;  1 
(’h.ules  V .Smiih.  Ncwl.m..,-,  cidisied  1 >i  t.  t),  i.8i)p  nistd 


and  MOCNd'ED  RI  FI. F.S. 

out  .Vug.  to,  1865,  also  serxed  two  years  in  the  inl.mtrx  ; 
.Aaron  Sears,  I.ockport;  Jesse  .V.  .Sexvard,  Somerset;  .Mil- 
lard F.  Streeter,  I.o<  kport;  John  Shaxer,  Somerset;  .M.tr- 
tin  H.  Wagner,  Niagara,  xvounded  at  l ixe  Forks,  Va., 
died  in  .Vpril,  i8(')5;  John  Van  Wagoner,  I.ockport;  Waiter 
,S.  Webb,  Hartland. 


CO.MPANV  F. 

OF  FICF.KS. 

First  sergeant,  Edward  Wilson,  I.ockport;  corpor.d, 
.Victor  Knorr,  f.ockjjort. 

I'Ktv  X ri.s. 

.VIbert  Butts,  and  Eldridge’F.  Burchell.  Somerset:  lohn 
(Icdre,  F.ewiston;  I.eonard  James,  Hartland;  James  d'oF 
lantl,  Newfane,  enlisted  Dec.  ag.  1863,  mustd  out  Mav 
18.  1865;  Edward  Powers,  I.ockport. 

CO.MP.VNV  H. 

OFFICERS. 

First  sergeant,  Robert  Erskine,  d’onawtinda ; commis- 
sary sergeant,  (..'scar  F.  Whipple,  d'onaxvanda. 

I’RIX’ ATKS. 

William  Day,  Wheatlield;  l.iban  W.  Keith,  .and  Charles 
.N.  Sheldon,  d'onaxvanda. 

COMPANY  I. 

OFFICERS. 

Captain,  William  H.  II.  .Mapes;  first  lieuten..rt.  William 
F.  Williams,  Nexvfane,  enlisted  in  .Vugust,  1863.  promoted 
toca[)t,iln,  killed  before  Petersburg,  June  19,  1864:  sed/nd 
lieutenant,  George  F.  Gould;  first  sergeant,  Riley  P.  But- 
trick;  quartermaster  sergeant.  Nelson  H.  Bebee:  commis- 
sary sergeant,  George  V'.’oods;  first  duty  sergeant,  Charlc' 
B.  Sullivan;  second,  h’rancis  H.  Church;  third.  Thi.m.is 
Boodger;  fo'.irth,  (,'hristopher  Hol/.heimer;  fifth,  Gaiieri 
.V.  l.i/er;  corporals,  John  M.  Bredell,  James  Coie.  Frank 
Ml d'ianathan,  Joseph  J.  I.eacount,  Moses  Brailx'.  Henry 
d’.  Daggett,  William  Eindslex’;  f.irrier,  John  .8.  Hxmr.n; 
blacksmith.  Charles  Hemmelman;  trumpeter-.  Joim 
Kempter,  John  Vankey;  saddler,  Franklin  S.  E^gert — 
all  from  Fockiiort. 

I’RIX'.V  l F.S, 


John  .Vikens  and  I.ewis  B.  .Vtwood,  I.oikpiUt;  jo!.:' 
E.  Bablot  k,  Newf.me,  enlisted  .Mch.  1.  i siUy ; i. 
out  .Vug.  2.\.  1S05;  .Vugustus  B.uier.  Fred  luiok-. 

William  Beit/,  John  Blanket  ami  Sidney  S.  P.  .r.r.i  -. 
Eockpiort;  1-aac  W.  Batcheliler,  Roy.dton,  udi-ti  d 
17,  18b;,  d-ciid  .Vug.  12,  181)5:  James  Brm  e.  I.ew;-;'  ■ 
Eewi-  II.  Bur'.i  h,  llir.im  Brook-,  Hilton  B '.  i 
(.'haries  E.  (.'urxell,  Ei'ck[n)rt:  Rinimon  C ’ • , h-  ■ 
ton,  enlisted  Mch.  (),  iFfi;,  li.-chd  .Vug.  a.’.  I'l't;  J ‘ 

Cr. liner  and  Willard  C.iriiey,  I.oi  kport;  \\  :;!:,'m  IF 
Dei  ker.  New  f, me,  eulisteil  .Mch.  1,  i8ii;.  m-'d  ■ t A 
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lo,  1865;  John  Di.xon,  Horace  L.  Dickerson,  Ch.irles 
Daniels,  Henry  ^hlrlin^^  Fred  Hccels,  and  John  \V.  Gord- 
inier,  Lock[)ort  ; John  D.  (lil)son,  Newfane,  enlistee! 
Sept.  16,  186  5,  nastd  out  Au^.  10,  1S65;  James  1*.  Gilison, 
Newl'ane,  enlistett  in  December,  1.S63,  killeil  June  3.  iSf);, 
at  Cold  Harbor,  Va.;  Albert  Gilman,  Newi.me,  eidi^ted 
Oct.  29,  1863,  promoted  to  corjjoral.  mstil  nut  ,\uu.  24, 
1S65;  Albert  Gould,  Newfane.  eiili-^ted  Mch.  1.  John 

Hannali,  Lewiston;  Luther  Halsted.  .Newfane.  enlisted 
M<  li.  I.  1865,  nissd  out  Auj;.  24.  1865;  .\b  ia  limit.  Jnlin 
M.  Hill,  Isaac  Harris,  and  Robert  [.miisnii.  I (n  kpnrl; 
Keith  ,T.  McKi-nzie,  I.ewiston;  Wallace  Mandaville, 
Newfane,  enlisted  Dec.  29,  1863;  John  Murray,  Silas 
W.  Mapes,  Hcmann  Meike,  John  Miller,  Patrick  Mc- 
Cann, (jeorge  M.  Neilist,  anel  h red  Nye,  Lockport; 
Millard  Nye,  Newfane,  enlisted  Nov.  26,  1S63,  mstd 
out  Aug.  24,  1865;  James  O’Neil,  Samuel  Piper,  Lewiston; 
Frank  C.  Palvley,  Lock[)ort;  La  Fayette  Printup,  Niag- 
ara; Isaac  Johnson,  John  P.  Ranney  and  Thomas  Sky, 
Lockport;  Alexander  Sim[)son,  Lewiston;  Cornelius 
Snyder,  Charles  Silver,  Charles  A.  Smith,  William  Silk, 
James  W.  Troley,  James  L.  Tibbets  and  F'ranklin  d'hayer, 
Lockport;  Edward  E.  Williams,  Newfane,  enlisted  Apr. 
I,  1S64.  died  July  14,  1864,  at  Camp  Stoneman,  Va.; 
Henry  L.  Williams,  Burt  Wentworth,  Newfane,  enlisted 
Sept.  16,  1863,  mstd  out  Aug.  10,  1S65  ; John  \\'ent- 
worth,  Newfane,  enlisted  Sept.  16,  1S63,  died  at  home, 
July,  1864;  Fayette  P.  Woodruff,  Newfane,  enlisted 
Sept,  to,  1863,  mstd  out  Aug.  24,  1865  ; Charles  Wenk- 
field  and  Fred  Ziehl,  Lockport. 

COMPANY  L. 

Second  lieutenant,  Henry  F'.  .Arnold,  Somerset. 

Private,  William  H.  Shaver. 

COMPANY  M. 

William  H.H. Sheldon,  Lockport;  Carl  Winsch,  Niagara. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 


sr-.RV!Cfc',S  .AND  SUFFERINGS  OF  THE  ONE  HUNDRED  .\ND 
F 1 F T V - F I R S T 1 N F . \ N F R . 


’UV^N  the  month  of  August.  rSba,  immeiliatelv 
Ir  after  the  dei^ariurc  ot  the  heavy  ariiilerv 
tVr  the  front,  C.'olonel  William  Emerson,  of 
-''.V.y  CC*  Albion,  with  competent  aid,  set  about  r.iising 
^ regiment  to  do  service  utuler  the  title  of 
-V/r'  ^ the  i^ist  N.  Y.  V. 

^ ]’>y  the  middle  of  ( >ctober  it  was  ready  for  inspec- 

tion. The  companies  of  which  it  w.i^  i.anpo-ed  were 
r.iisetl  in  the  counties  of  Niag.tr.i,  ( hleans.  Genesee, 
Monroe  and  ^\'\oming.  Cumpanies  P,  1-  and  11,  the 
major  portion  ot  K and  a jiart  of  G were  from  Niagara; 


A,  D and  p.irt  of  G were  from  Orleans;  (_'  from  Genov e. 
, K frtmi  Roc  hester,  and  I from  W soming  .ind  Geue-ev. 

Phus  in  less  than  two  nvjiuhs’  time  uiiwards  of  i.coo 
, men  from  this  corner  of  the  State  responded  to  the  ( ail 
for  600,000.  It  was  a patriot  organization,  composed  al- 
most wliolly  of  young  men  of  noble  bearing.  'Phey  went 
out  when  tire  wa\es  of  rebellion  rolled  highest,  exjiecting 
I to  be  called  at  oin  e into  perilous  service.  When,  on  the 
22d  of  October,  1862,  they  left  Camp  Church,  Lockport, 
where  the  regiment  was  organized,  for  Baltimore,  the- 
rmal hand-shaking  was  marked  by  a sadness  never  to  be 
forgotten.  But  there  was  a glory  that  enshrouded  the 
gloom,  and  the  tears  that  were  shed  as  the  bereft  one* 
I turned  to  their  depleted  firesides  would  not  have  disgraced 
! the  field  of  battle,  but  would  have  mingled  fittingly  with 
I patriot  blood  on  hallowed  sod. 

! The  regiment  went  from  Lockport  to  Elmjra,  where 
j it  received  arms.  F rom  there  it  went  to  Baitimore,  w here 
the  division  under  General  Emory  was  being  organized 
j for  service  in  the  Gulf,  and  the  151st  was  assigned  to  it; 
j so  the  regiment  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  after  its 
arrival  in  P>altimore  was  ordered  out  on  review.  Some 
I of  the  men,  never  having  had  a gun  in  their  hands,  w ere 
ridiculously  awkwarvl,  whereupon  General  F.morv  said 
that  the  regiment  was  wholly  unfit  for  service  until 
schooled  and  ordered  it  to  go  into  camp  of  instruction. 
In  compliance  with  this  order  the  regiment  rendczvousetl 
at  F.afayette  Square  Barracks  and  commenced  drilling. 
Here  it  remained  until  spring.  It  is  unnecessary  to  avid 
that  it  became  familiar  with  the  tactics  during  its  six 
months’  practice. 

On  the  2 2d  of  April,  1863,  the  regiment  was  ordered 

to  West  Virginia,  to  reinforce  Colonel  Mulligan,  and 

during  the  two  weeks  following  was  at  Clarksbu  g.  Fliick- 

annon  and  Weston,  but  in  no  engagement.  It  was  then 

ordered  back  to  Winchester  to  join  General  Miilrov. 

It  got  as  far  back  as  Martinsburg,  when  the  order  was 

countermanded.  Flere  the  151st  remained  a few  days 

awaiting  orders.  It  was  finally  sent  to  do  guard  dutv  on 

the  Potomac  between  Berlin  and  Monocacy,  and  was 

there  when  Lee’s  army  crossed  below  Harper’s  Ferrv. 

Its  next  line  of  march  was  to  Maryland  Fleights,  where 

it  was  encamped  when  Hooker  crossed  above  the  ferry 

with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  .About  the  first  of  July 

the  Heights  were  abandoned  and  the  troop^.  in  ti;e 

neighborhood  of  16,000  strong,  were  ordered  to  F rederu  k 

City  and  were  there  held  as  a reserve  forv  e w hile  the 

battle  of  Gettysburg  was  being  fought.  .\t  noon  on  the 

4th  of  July  a dispatch  was  received  from  General  .Meade 

saving  that  the  enemv  had  been  repulsed,  and  orvlcring 
I ' ^ . ' . . . 

Cieneral  Frenc  h with  his  forces,  including  the  151st.  to 

m.irvh  to  South  Mountain  Pass,  a distance  of  sixteen 
miles.  In  thirty  minutes  the  forces  were  in  line  and  on 
the  march.  After  tranijiing  until  vlusk  that  night,  a terri- 
ble thamler  storm  raging  me.incvhile.  South  Mount. .in 
w as  reached.  ( 'rvlers  were  giv  en  for  the  soldiers  to  sleep 
on  ihei.'  arms;  ,ind  no  fires  weie  to  be  kindled  le-.t  the\ 
j might  attra.  t the  aitentiv'n  vu"  tlie  enemv.  ithout  fire 
i the  “boys”  had  to  go  without  cottee.  They  would  Inue 
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.m()VEmp:nts  of  the  151st  infantry. 


nu.t  ilu;  foe-  tnorc  F.ravcly  than  they  subiaitteJ  to  this. 
Nothin^:  coulil  I hecr  them  like  Ltooil  coftee,  ami  it  sva^  al- 
imi'l  e\(  nil  i.iiine  l«>  <lo  withuul  it  after  inarcliing  all  i.lay. 

I Ik  v,  lii)we\er,  Imre  with  the  ine\ital)le,  and  niornini' . 
tomul  them  in  possession  of  their  Ltood  spirits  ai^ain,  like- 
wise their  favorite  heverane. 

( )n  the  Nth  of’  |nl\,  the  .\rm\  of  the  I’otomac  arriv  ed,  I 
t ommanded  1»\  ( lenerai  I looker,  and  eommencetl  its 

m.iri  h through  the  pass;  and  tor  the  first  time  the  15''''- 
neiment  ihe  v ist  \rmv  of  the  Potomac.  .Ml  day 

.111(1  all  mehi  was  heard  the  " tram]>,  tramii,  tramp  " ot 
the  “ hovs  in  liliie."  File  siehi  of  the  scarred  and  bronzed 
veterans  of  Pull  Run,  (,  ham  ellorsville,  .\nlietam.  Fair 
( )aks,  Fredericksburg  .uul  ( lettv  sbiirg,  and  the  sound  of  ^ 
the  dull  rumble  of  heavy  artillery  trains,  the  clatter  of 
l av.ilrv  hoofs  and  the  clinking  of  sabres  made  an  impres- 
sion stiange  and  thrilling,  and  nerved  the  lookers  on  for  ! 
tlu:  warfare.  The  army  was  about  two  days  going 
tl'.rough  the  pass.  In  a few  days  the  151st  regiment  was  i 
assigned  to  the  .\riny  of  the  Potomac,  forming  a part  of 
the  3d  arm)-  corps.  The  e.xperience  that  immediately 
followed  was  exciting.  The  regiment  found  itself  among  ' 
veterans,  heard  their  thrilling  descrijition  of  the  terrible  ■ 
battles  they  had  just  passed  through,  and  eagerly  dis- 
cussed the  results  thus  far  of  the  war  . they  believed  was 
then  about  at  a close.  ' 

While  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  going  through  the 
pass  Lee’s  army  was  at  Williamsport,  on  the  Potomac,  , 

some  six  or  seven  miles  away,  intrenching,  acting  under  | 

the  apprehension  that  it  would  at  once  be  attacked  by  | 
.Meade’s  forces.  These  intr'enchments  were  thrown  up 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  the  shape  of  a horse-shoe,  and  j 
gave  Lee  peculiar  advantage  provided  he  was  vvell  sup-  1 
plied  with  ammunition.  Meade  marched  his  forces  to  j 
Willi, im>|)ort  and  [ireiiared  to  make  an  attack  on  the  fol-  j 
lowing  morning.  It  turned  out  that  Lee  had  been  play- 
ing a ruse  in  throwing  u})  the  breastworks,  for  he  had  no  , 
ammunition.  His  operations,  however,  had  the  effect  of 
making  I’lcner.d  Meade  over-cautious  and  slow  to  make  ' 
the  atiai  k,  and  so  the  night  before  it  was  to  be  made  Lee 
■with  lii>  trooiis  ipiietly  crossed  the  river  on  a bridge  made 
of  (.in.il  boats,  thereby  saving  himself  from  destruction  j 

that  at  one  time  seemed  imminent,  and  might  have  been  : 

.ICC  ()m[>li.>l’,ed  by  .Me.ide  had  he  understood  the  situation.  ' 
Fhe  feeling  of  disappointment  among  Meade’s  men  was 
intense;  many  of  them  declared  that  thev  would  never  go 
bac  k into  \'irginia,  and  mrt  .1  tew  were  true  to  their  re- 
solves, for  a large  number  deserted. 

Lee's  escape  made  immediate  [uirsuit  necessary,  and 
the  Federals  turned  their  faces  toward  Virginia.  .M.irch- 
ing  on  the  15th  of  julv,  beneatli  a broiling  sun.  wearied 
,ind  dispirited,  scores  fell  out.  and  that  night  when  the 
151st  went  into  cainii,  onlv  I went)'  men  of  the  legimeiit 
.inswered  to  their  names,  I.ieiitenaut  L.  T.  Foote,  of  Lock- 
jiort,  being  ihe  only  line  officer.  The  men  came  straj- 
gliiig  in  .iftcrw.ird,  fuotsore  .ind  he.irt>ii.k.  ( )n  the  lOlh 
of  . Inly  the  regiment  eiicam|)ed  in  the  beautiful  .Middle- 
town  Valley,  at  the  base  of  M.iryland  Heights,  t >ne  of 
the  offn  ers  relates  that  at  nightf.ill  of  tliat  ilay  he.  with  a 


jiartv',  ascended  the  heights,  .1  distance  of  i.ocd  lo  1.  .iml 
looking  down  in  the  valley  they  could  take  in  .it  iiue 
glance  the  whole  of  three  army  i or])S.  'I'he  white  teiii-, 
glittering  in  the  shadows  of  the  iw  ilight,  and  ihe  ihoiisa.nd^ 
of  camp-fires  u|)on  wide  li  they  could  look  directiv  down, 
made  a picture  weird  and  enchanting. 

Fhe  remainder  of  the  camp.iign  of  1863  was  a series  of 
m.ineiivers — one  armv  watching  the  other  without  att.n  k- 
ing.  Each  day  furnished  its  ipiota  <jf  incidents.  'Fhe 
pickei,  the  skirmish,  the  march  and  countermarch,  the 
grand  review,  kept  the  soldiers  in  continual  exciteineni. 
me.intime  engaging  in  the  battle  of  Mapping  Heights,  in- 
scribed on  their  battle-flag. 

Crossing  the  Potomac  from  the  Middletown  vallev  tlie 
route  lay  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  blue  Ridge  .Moun- 
tains. In  the  latter  pait  of  July  the  15  ist  tiassed  through 
M'arrenton  and  went  into  camp  at  bealton,  where  it  re- 
mained about  six  weeks.  Here  nearly  every  man  in  llie 
regiment  was  sick,  and  many  died.  Lee’s  movements 
compelled  the  army  to  fall  b.ack  to  Centreville.  He  w a-, 
trying  to  get  to  Washington,  and  the  division  to  whii  h the 
151st  belonged  was  trying  to  head  him  off.  The  -.wo 
armies  marched  almost  side  by  side  for  a time,  when  Lee 
finally  abandoned  the  project  and  fell  back  to  the  Rapi- 
dan.  The  Union  forces  under  Meade  followed,  never 
halting  until  Lee  was  driven  to  the  south  side  of  the  riv  .r. 
On  the  26th  of  November  .Meade  took  his  forces  acros, 
the  Ra[)idan,  with  a view  to  attacking  Lee,  and.,  if  suc- 
cessful, marching  on  to  Richmond.  On  the  night  of  the 
26th  the  army  bivouacked  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
On  the  27th  the  division  to  which  the  151st  belonged  en- 
gaged with  Johnston’s  rjivision  of  Ewell's  corj.is,  and  for 
two  hours  was  in  one  of  the  sliarpest  musketrv  duels  of 
the  war  at  Mine  Run.  It  was  here  that  thegal!..nt  office.' 
Captain  Wilcox,  of  Gasport,  Niagara  countv.  was  killed. 
'Fhe  infernal  yell  of  the  rebels  as  they  rushed  into  th.e 
tight,  the  sharp  thud  of  the  bullet  striking  the  flesh,  lent 
fury  to  the  struggle.  This  was  the  first  severe  engage- 
ment in  which  the  151st  participated.  The  troops  re- 
mained on  the  south  side  of  the  Rapidan  about  a week 
without  any  further  engagement.  They  then  recro>.-ed 
the  river,  and  went  into  winter  quarters  at  brandiv  .Nt.i- 
tion.  The  i5ist  encamped  on  the  farm  of  thesoniewli.it 
famous  John  .Miner  Potts.  During  the  winter  th.e  men 
cut  down  and  burned  twenty-five  acres  of  timber  for  Pott'. 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  they  were  ever  paid  icr 
it. 

In  the  spring  of  1S64  the  3d  army  cor[is  was  broken  i.n 
and  united  with  the  6th  corps,  ( leneral  .'seilgwick  com- 
manding; and  the  diamond  badge  was  exchanged  lor  i:  e 
Greek  cross.  Grant  then  came  into  coinm.uul,  .ind  mi 
the  4th  of  .May  the  .\.rmv  of  tlie  Potomac  .'i. tried  o-;. 
more  i>n  its  man  h.  tow.ml  Richmond.  t>n  the  morn.-  _ 
of  -Mav  5th  Grant,  witii  a force  100,000  siioiy_.  iin  Lai  ■ _ 
the  151st,  mari  bed  across  the  Rapidan,  anil  betorc  n._  • 
w.1,1  coiununced  tlie  hatnl-to-haml  i or.fa  : '.  'we  ••  ' 
two  mighty  vvrestlers,  Lee  and  (irant,  in  iiie  men.'  1 
battle  of  the  W ilderness.  Here  the  151st  siili-  red  t 
heaviest  loss  im  erred  during  its  service,  .\inon_  :: 


. _.'  " L„.  ■ ' .9  '*'*  ' • • 


, 


u!_. 

' t , ,'  ' 


1 ’»■ 


111  I VI ilii  ^ ll,^  M 
^t'l  M „l;!<  ■;  ti  ,(  i’,. 
'I  I • . Ill  ■ ji  I >1  _ 
" ■’  I'  -l  i I 


’►  i 5^1 

.-.I  , 





,fvi  ^ 


'tw  I -f. 


■ >•  ..  I'K '.*■•.  «i  :sr«(j 

^ /*Jil  ^T' (ivlil 
••*i  fill  If  (i(«.  .Si  t 1 
' *v  > • ■ .|  o; I,'  , 

( ■ ">  ‘ 1 ■ I >n 


‘ < f ’jL  • 

"I  »/r  (I)  / 

'll  >}  '‘-■1  .. *U.,<  » 

1’  ■■  li'-;. 


j,  .1'  .1;  fl 


I 'I. 


. • . ' V'.H  ., 

.'...  :i.j,sy'i  . mH 


It  .•  r; 

‘•'I  '-fl.*,  i’»  . 

' 1; 

■ ,.i.f  ; 

■ f.  1 

• ■■'■'"1  - f_, 

• • ' 

■ V II  1'  ' , I ■•  1 • .-1 

'•'  ' - J tJ  '' 

'•SI!!  j,.  /.I  , ..A 

) • / 

■ ' ■'  '* 

ytra  .■,:iiu^!,,  ; (,  m 

ll>t 

.'  n y A 

>■  -'/i  ; i.  >■  , , 

■■'i 

■ ■ ’ ' ■ ^=1  ■ 

VK1..V,  V»- 

i . ' 1 , . ,■  • 

' ' ■ . f, 'i  . , 

' ■ f J>V?|  ■ 

" ’'  A •’  .f'r  . 

: ;•!. 

'V 

'.!  U.,  ^ -, 

1 '■  ii;n 

■ i't]  ■>**> 

■ . • 

'4h.- 

• ^*!i 

’■  -if.  ^ 

' ..'  ■ r 

• !■  I.  : Vu:!f>i  ftv'ifftu  itflj 

th 


HISTORY'  Ol-  NTAOARA  Col  .Vl'Y',  NT:\V  YORK. 


14S 


killed  wa.s  C’a|)laiii  liillin^s,  ol  Ikitavi.i  The  regiment 
was  again  engaged  at  SpottsyK  ania,  suitering  severe  loss, 
and  again  at  t'old  Ilarhor.  Among  those  killed  at  the 
I. liter  point  were  t'.iptain  t loi  .(Npeed,  ol  llatavia,  anti 
t'aptain  Shoen,  til  Rochester.  I- roin  the  W ilderness  to 
Colli  H.irlior,  from  the  Rapidan  to  the  James,  the  tide  ot 
battle  surged  with  hellish  wrath,  and  the  carnage  was 
fearfully  great.  The  troops  fought  in  the  daytime  and 
threw  u])  breast-works  at  night;  and  for  eighteen  days 
of  that  time  there  was  not  a single  night  of  rest  fora  man 
in  that  \ast  arm\'. 

At  the  battle  of  S|)ottsyl\ ania  the  fighting  w as  so  se\  ere 
in  front  of  the  brigade  to  which  the  151st  belongeai  that 
the  dead  were  literally  piled  up  between  the  lines  and  w ere 
Used  for  breastworks.  It  was  this  terrible  sacrifice  of 
lives  that  gave  the  field  the  name  of  the  “slaughter  pen." 
So  sharp  was  the  firing  that  a large  part  of  a forest  near 
the  lines  wa.s  destroyed  by  minie  balls. 

On  the  15th  of  June  the  regiment  crossed  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  the  James  river  tor  a -new  field  of 
operations  in  front  of  Petersburg,  going  over  on  a pon- 
toon bridge  a, 000  feet  long.  Just  jirevious  to  this  re- 
moval the  regiment  was  encamped,  it  is  said,  near  the 
tree  under  which  Pocahontas  saved  the  life  of  Captain 
Smith.  From  the  15th  of  June  until  the  ist  of  July  the 
151st  was  in  front  of  Petersburg.  (Yn  the  last  named 
date  it  started  for  Washington  to  head  off  Early  and  his 
forces.  Another  division  had  started  in  advance  of  the 
151st  and  saved  it  the  trouble.  In  consecpience  of  this 
the  regiment  marched  to  llaltimore,  and  from  there  to 
Monocacy,  and  on  the  9th  of  July  fought  a hard  battle. 
Overwhelmed  by  su[)erior  numbers  the  151st  was  com- 
pelled to  retreat  to  Ellicott's  Mills,  about  twenty 
miles.  The  ne.xt  cia\  itwent  to  Baltimore,  and  into  camp 
at  Druid  Hill  Park,  near  the  very  s[iot  where  it  first 
wintered. 

In  the  course  of  a few  weeks  the  regiment  was  in  the 
Shenandoah  valley  under  command  of  General  Sheri- 
dan. Here  it  participated  in  the  eagagements  of  Ope- 
quan,  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  doing  good  ser- 
vice. In  November  it  was  ordered  back  to  the  Armv  of 
the  Potomac  at  Petersburg.  Here,  near  what  was  called 
the  Y’ellow  House,  the  15  1 st  encamped  for  the  winter.  P.v 
the  I St  of  April  the  regiment  was  in  line  again.  Our  arinv 
broke  through  the  enemy’s  lines  and  followed  the  retreat- 
ing foe.  t)n  the  6th  the  regiment  had  a shar[i  engage- 
ment at  Sailor’s  creek..  It  w as  then  ordered  to  D.inwlle 
to  make  connei  tion  with  Sherman.  .Yfter  lohn^ton  .-.iir- 
rendered,  and  the  final  blow  h.ul  been  :nruck.  the  regi- 
ment went  to  Rtchmond,  and  from  there  to  Wa^hington, 
and  thence  liome. 

.Many  of  those  who  went  forth  to  b.ittle  in  iStu  h.ul 
joined  the  army  ot  martyr^,  and  were  not  in  the  homeward 
maia  h.  The  thin  rank  told  its  own  storv  of  w.ir  .uni 
blood'-hed.  It  lett  l.ockport  w ith  iqiwards  of  1.000  men. 
as  alre.uly  stated,  but  mustereil  out  at  the  c:lose  of  the 
war  only  gc6  enlisted  men. 

The  engagements  in  which  this  regiment  p.i'-ticipatcd 
numbered  fourteen,  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  .iccount. 


rile  foilowing  is  a roll  of  the  held  and  staff  otticers, 
and  of  ilie  coni|i,inies  m whii  h,  a>  above  stated,  Ni.igara 
county  w.is  rejireseiited. 

RliGl  MEN  r \I.  OFFICERS. 

Colonel,  William  Emerson;  major,  Thomas  M.  Fay; 
adjutant,  Janies  .A.  Jewell;  quartermaster,  John  K.  Mc- 
Donald; surgeon,  .\.  .M.  Leonard;  as.-.i.-itant-surgeons,  John 
' R.  Cotes,  and  1 ).  W.  (Jnderclonk;  chapl.iin,  E.  M.  Biu  k. 

: CO.MPANY'  B,  ENROLLED  AT  I.OCKPORT. 

j OKKICItKS. 

Captain,  F.  W.  Colem.in;  first  lieutenants,  Janies  I.ount, 

1 Nathaniel  F.  Peck,  .Newfane.  enlisted  Aug.  27,  1.S62,  iiistd 

I out  June  26,  1X65;  second  lieutenant,  J.  G.  .''hepard:  first 
I sergeant,  P'red  R.  Derrick:  second  sergeant,  E.  E.  Rus- 
’ sell;  sergeants,  John  Maionell,  Niagara,  killed  at  Lo- 
cust Grove,  Nov.  27,  oSGg;  George  Horvie,  John  Whel.in ; 

I coriiorals,  Charles  (dill,  E.  H.  .\llan,  Z.  S.  P.irsons,  Ni- 
! agara.killed  at  Monocacy  Junction,  Md.,  July  9. 1864;  Paul 
j Kline,  P.  P.  Jackson,  A.  B.  Kidder,  William  E.  \\';ilsli, 
I.  J.  Dempsey;  musician,  Thomas  Samways;  wagoner. 
Mark  C.  YVhite. 

PRIV.Vl'KS. 

j A.  .Yldrich,  F.  Albright,  E.  C.  Brown,  M.  Bartholomew, 
j [ohn  Byron,  C.  O.  Brown,  John  Brady,  James  Barber, 

H.  FI.  Bell,  H.  Behnier,  Janies  Brewster,  YVilliam  Coolev. 
M.  Crawford,  James  Clifford,  Niagara,  died  at  lYar.sville 
prison,  Va.,  in  .September,  1864;  Louis  Crout.  Niagara, 
killed  at  Brandy  Station,  .Ypr.  19,  1S64;  John  (dorbett,  John 
Crowder,  Aaron  Crowder,  George  Crooper,  A.  Carrington, 
R.  Cahill,  Thomas  Donnelly,  Frank  Demar,  C.  C.  Dar., 
William  Dameron,  Thomas  Day,  James  English.  Jacob 
Fisher,  Joseph  Gross,  AVilliam  (.'lurin,  J.  L.  Hoffman, 
I William  Horrock,  James  Haney,  .\.  Hewitt,  .Y.  Hagle,  S. 
Heiily,  E.  A.  Johnson,  Jacob  Killierer,  Niagara,  killed  at 
(Ypie'iuan,  Sept.  19,  1S64;  M.  Klink,  PL  Kittle,  J.  Kruger, 
Kimball,  L.  Linder,  L.  I.ichard,  J.  Mossy,  .V.  Miller, 
R.  Mahana,  Thomas  Maher,  E.  Oakley.  R.  Oliver,  C. 
O’Hara,  J.  Pullman.  John  Perrigo,  R.  Power,  George 
Ridgew.iy,  I).  A.  Robinson,  D.  Robinson,  Y\'.  L.  Riley, 
.Ymos  Smith,  Niagara,  died  at  Baltimore  in  .Mch.,  i Mig; 
1 >.  .Steiber,  John  Smith,  Charles  Sterner,  G.  M . Till.rpaiigh, 
Niagara,  died  June  at,  1S64;  'I'homas  Tarphv.  R.  T..rl- 
ton,  U.  I'urk,  F.  O.  Todd,  Benjamin  L'dall,  Ni.igar;i.  died 
at  Cul|iepper,  Y’a.,  in  Oct.,  1864;  H.  Y’erboot.  .8.  Werner. 

CO.MPANW  F,  ENROLLED  A T LnCKPoRP. 

oi  l-  le  I'KS. 

Capiain,  Luron  D.  Wilson;  l'ir>t  lieutenant,  .Ydnev  B 
Be;d';  sevond  lieuten.int,  jehn  .\.  \\clc.>tt;  ^eiee  iv-. 
Cl'.arles  |.  Carlin.  JuliU  L.  t ’..rrier.  Sidnev  < >. 
llenrv  C.  Willard.  James  1 Uinc.in  ; < orporals.  lo-t  ph 
’ 11.  Par-lev,  l.iaren  Warren,  W dliiun  Ra.-.-ermnn.  tMiver  II. 
W arden,  John  P.  Roniie.  William  II.  I L Guodm.tn,  R.i'al- 
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ton.  crilisti.ii 
i'  I)i^!iro«-, 

[.  W.udcp. 

CKi\  A 1 1:>. 

W . 11.  Brooks,  Kdu.ird  Brt)v\n,  [olin  I’.  l!niL;liani, 

\\  r.  I'.iii  kf,  W.  11.  r.lo>scr,  S.  line  hanan,  Jame.s  \\ . Bald- 
win, lolin  Brooks,  riicoelorc  Bra;_alon,  I’ctcr  H.  Burdii  k^ 
I'ranris  .\.  Brouri.  B.irnard  Culf,  William  (1.  C'oobur, 
IMulip  Cook,  John  DuUy,  jr.,  Christian  Uckow,  Ik  Crake 
K\an  leans,  Charles  Fero.  Charles  Kurye,  Ch.irles  K. 
(lootlman,  Ro\alton.  enlisted  Au^.  a6,  1862,  dsi  lid  June 
26,  1865;  John  Ctlanev.  Thomas  W’.  Green,  \\  illiam  1>. 
Griffin,  laieins  (iieenman,  Stephen  Hayes,  Henr\’  Huta  h- 
ings,  Haniel  lloachen,  Reuben  llendeliter,  Harry  Johns- 
ton, Christian  Jacob-on,  William  James,  Haniel  Kelle)) 
Hazard  Kinnev,  Edward  Morris,  Falwin  F.  Millani, 
(ieorge  W.  McIntosh.  William  Murfit.  Jeremiah  Xoacker, 
Royalton,  enlisted  Scjit.  r,  1862,  dieel  in  hospital  Aug.  15. 
1863;  Henr\'  C.  Roberts,  Asa  A.  Reed,  Mead  A.  Rolierts, 
Darwin  J.  Soper,  John  Sulliian.  Lamberts  Z.  Sturgess, 
(ieorge  J.  Sturgess,  Daniel  Shaft,  Royalton.  enlisted  Sept. 

3,  1862,  dsclul  June  30,  i865:Alzon  Shea\er,  ^\'ilham 
Shanley,  Elijah  Silk,  John  Silk,  Ai’illiam  Tl.  Sheaier, 
Francis  Story,  Sylvester  Searles,  Alfred  Silk,  Daniel 
Southard,  John  R.  Taylor,  John  Trankley,  Andrew 
'Trankley,  Jarvis  ,\.  White.  Frank  J.  Walker,  John  E. 
Willard,  Hulbert  Whitmore,  Edgar  (Ventworth,  Milton 
Merrill 

COMl'AXV  G.  EXRCM.LED  AT  LfdCKFORT. 

OFFICKKS. 

Captain,  A.  J.  Potter;  first  lieutenant,  Edward  Hart 
Royalton,  enlisted  Sept.  16.  1862,  resigned  Feb.  23,  1864: 
second  lieutenant,  P.enjamin  T.  Miller;  first  serg;eant, 
John  M.  ^Veatherbee:  sergeants,  Walter  E.  Secor,  Roval- 
ton,  enlisted  Aug.  30,  1862,  dschd  in  June,  1S65:  lohn 
Wh  Simpkins,  William  Rowley:  cor[)orals,  Valentine  Gros- 
man, Royalton,  enli-ted  Aug.  28,  1862,  dschd  Feb.  14, 
1865;  Harmon  1,.  Salsbury,  Francis  Balcom,  John  Dick- 
son, William  R.  Caldwell,  Leander  Gelispie,  James  Dalton, 
Anson  Richardson,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  Sept.,  1863, 
killed  at  Monocacy,  ,Md.:  musicians,  Thomas  H.  (Jheshire, 
Royalton,  enlisted  Aug.  25,  1862,  dschd  lune  26,  1S65; 
Peter  L.  Smith;  wagoner.  William  W . DeW'olfe. 

I’KI  V A 1 I S. 

James  M.  B.tidridge,  James  Bullemore,  FIenr\  Bollow, 
Richaal  Butler,  Royalton,  enlisted  ,\ug.  21.  1862,  d-clid 
Feb.  ifi,  18(14;  Willi. im  Bowman,  Rovalton,  enlisted  in 
.\ugu.-t,  i8t)2,  (lied  in  hospit.il  in  Hi-trii  t of  ('olumbia, 
July  ta.  1863;  John  Bensonhoter,  Royalton,  enlisted 
•\ug.  23.  1862,  (.lied  in  September,  1863;  Chauncev 
Braddiu  k,  Abram  D.  B.ildw  in.  D.-.niel  .M.  Burnett,  j 
I'ordi'.A'  R.  Br.ice,  D.irv.in  I . Br  'U-on.  lolin  T.  Br;idv,  ^ 
l..i!.oeli(  B.iker,  Willi. uu  B.  I '.imbei , ( ,eov^e  ! t'he-liire. 
Rin.dton.  cnli.-ted  .\ue.  25,  1802:  William  H.  Cook.  i 

Gcorgi-  1).  Cr.mier.  Rus-ell  H.  Drake.  Rovalton.  enli-ted  ; 

.\ug.'2ig  i8((2,  (1-1  hd  J.m.  30,  1805:  1 rederii  k F.  Dr.'.ke, 


D.irrow  , .\le\ander  Di\on,  J une-  T it/gerakl,  lleriiun 
Frolic,  .S.  C.  I ram  is.  Thom.i-  (lla-tord,  E.  W.  (did- 
' den,  John  ('.wine,  l-.i.ic  H.immond,  A.  J.  Hammop.:, 
Patrick  J.  Haves,  George  Harwood,  George  W.  11  _• 

I gard,  C.  Ilartwig,  (.'harles  Henning.  1- redeim  k IF. 

ning,  Jackson  Jeffrev,  Xewfane,  enlisted  Sept.  14,  i-  2. 
i mstd  out  Jub.'  I,  1865;  John  Renned\,  Rovalton,  enl  -;- 
ed  in  .\ug.,  i8f'2,  d-chd  July  i,  1865;  John  Kelly,  lohn 
l.anghlav,  H-oea  .M.  I.awreme,  Levi  .M.  Lawrence.  1 im- 
olhy  Morrissy,  'Thomas  Mortimer,  Royalton,  enli-te.i 
I .\ug.  2(;,  1862,  d-(  hd  .\ug.  16,  1865;  Loughlin  .M(Cl.i'v. 
Royalton.  enlisted  Aug.  30,  1862,  dschd  Julv  t.  i.so^; 
Falward  D.  .Merrill,  Ch.nincey  L.  Matson.  ^Villi.^m  .M.,>nr.>e. 
David  .Miller,  Falwiird  Murphv,  Hiram  B.  Orsland.  R 
som  fl.  ( )wen,  Ch.irles  H.  Pridman,  George  Plumiev. 
Charles  H.  Phillips,  James  Roderick,  H.  R.umoi-.P, 
,\.  D.  Riley,  D.iniel  'T.  Root,  Walter  B.  Rhodes,  b'i'.n 
( k Ross,  F.lijah  S.  Reed.  James  B.  Sheed,  George  .''ine'er. 

: .-\nson  Smith,  Parker  'Travers,  Royalton.  enli-ted 

13,  1862,  dschd  July  13,  1865;  Wellington  'Tibbits,  Ed- 
ward \'allence,  John  Whitley. 

COMPAXY  H. 

OFFICKRS. 

Captain.  C.  P.  Clark,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  Aug.,  1802. 
resigned  in  Dec.,  1S62;  first  lieutenant,  Sylvanu-  S.  Wii- 
cox,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  .-\ug.,  1862,  promoted  capt.dn. 
killed  X'ov.  27,  1863;  second  lieutenant,  Lemue-1  T. Fizoie ; 
sergeants,  William  Gritman,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  Sej  • . 
1862,  dsch.d  in  Dec.,  1864;  I.yman  'P.  Phillips,  (Vu-.t. 

: McXall,  (^onrad  Eggenweiller,  David  Montonna;  corpe.'-- 

i als,  A\'illiam  Stebbins,  Thomas  La  Roche.  Royalton.  en- 
listed Sept.  2.  1862,  dschd  in  June.  1865;  Peter  C.  Moore. 
Daniel  Long,  Royalton,  enlisted  Se[)t.  16,  1 862.  [irom.  d 
sergeant,  dschd  June  30,  1865;  James  F.  'Taylor,  S.  Wi-l 
rig,  Harvey  E.  .Vilen,  James  XL  Connover. 

PRIVATES. 

W'illiam  .-Vppling.  Royalton.  enlisted  .Vug.  26.  i8'<2. 
dschd  Ju!\'  i,  i8()5;  Christfijiher  Andre.in,  I-raei  Ik 
.Vp]ding,  Warren  S.  Berrv,  Alfret.!  -8.  Boulton.  RovaLon. 
enlisted  .Vug.  29,  1862.  dschd  Julv  21.  18(15;  ( har’e-  H 
Boots,  Clark  Barton,  Royalton.  eniistcil  .Vug  2).  (8.2. 
died  in  hospital  .Vug.  21,  1863;  Xichol.is  Beck.  J-  '' 
Berkler.  William  Buffham.  William  Br.ullev,  Wdiiuin  Li'  •( - 
ers,  .Simon  B.  Cumming.  J.imes  Cronk  bite.  Ro\  ih"n.  • 
listed  Sept.  5,  1 802.  ds(  hd  J une  26.  i 8(15  ; '^.lur  ■ • ; . . 

Christian  Cook.  Charles  Clickner,  .Merrick  is.  ('  , 
li.im  H.  L'hase,  Xewf.’.ne.  enli-led  Aug.  20.  m '2, 
out  .\Iav  9.  1863:  J.icaab  (.'arl.  Rm.dton.  enli-'-d  .s  ; 
i8()2,  |)romoted  corporal,  dst  hd  In  June,  1805;  !!.  .'■  \ 

Earnest.  Rov  alton,  enli-ted  Sept.  6,  |8(>2,  l.v(  .une  i ■ 
cian.  d-('h'l  .Sept.  12.  iSO;;  I'./ra  S.  Trank,  R v . ' 
enli-'o.-d  .Vug.  2(),  I 8i.-2,  d-clid  June  32.  iS'  ;; 
lin  Tanning,  W ilbei'  ( '.  Geer,  Xewl'anc.  ■ in.- 
.Vugu-t  i8(>2.  died  in  Ikuuille  pri-on  in  Telu'i.irv.  i'  - 
Ca[>lner  Il.irde,  Rovalion,  enli-ted  .Vug.  <>.  iSoe.  - 


CnMi’.WIES  T'.  G .VXD  H,  151st  EXT  VX'TRV  . 


.Vug.  2f),  ii^(>2,  (l-(  hd  in  M('h.,  18(13:  W illi.un 
Jo-eph  Ximblet;  musicians,  F.noch  Pettit, 
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c«t  tiled  in  l.iliby  prison;  Luther  Hawkins.  i,oren/o 
Hatliaway,  (It)dtrey  Harbet,  Royalton,  enlisted  .Se|)t.  6, 
|S6’,  dseiid  (an.  i 1.S64;  Warren  A.  Ives,  AnLtusttis  R. 
Jacob, W.  Kohler,  Royalton,  er.listed  in  August.  iSbi.tlied 
Jan.  17,  1X64;  Thomas  Kin;4,  h'di  Long,  Carl  l.indo. 

(ieorge  Leichtnani,  Abraham  Miller,  Benjamin  Midilaugli, 
Royalton,  enlisted  Aiig.  ^9,  i.SOa,  deserted:  Thomas 
Moore,  Jacoli  Xerber,  Daniel  Nerber,  Royalton,  enlisted 
in  September,  iSOa.  died  in  hospital  Dec.  26,  1S63; 

I liomas  Oliser,  John  X.  Ulnistetid,  Oeorge  I’enley, 
Royalton,  enlisted  .Viig.  29,  1S62,  dschd  in  June,  1S65; 
William  Rowe,  .Mexander  Richman,  John  Ricord,  \\  il- 
liam  Rink,  Royalton,  enlisted  Sept.  6,  icSba,  tlschd  Mch. 

27,  1S65;  I’.ernanl  RoUo,  Royalton,  enlisted  Sept.  6,  1S62, 
died  in  hos[iital  .\ug.  7.  1864;  Oeorge  .Snow,  Peter  X. 
Snvder,  Charles  B.  Stanton.  Royalton,  enlisted  Aiig.  29, 
1862,  died  in  hospital  Oct.  9,  1863;  F.  j.  Schlotterback, 
Royalton,  enlisted  Sept.  6,  1862,  died  in  hospital  .\pr.  25, 
1865;  H.  Schleder,  Charles  Sickles,  William  Snediker. 
Henry  Stamper,  Fldwin  Stockwell,  P'rederick  Selij), 
Royalton,  enlisted  Sept.  6,  1862,  died  in  hospital  Aug.  18, 
1S64;  Americas  Tanner,  Charles  Teel,  Frederick  LTtel, 
Royalton,  enlisted  Sept.  4,  1862,  dschd  in  January,  1864; 

O.  Wichteman,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  August,  1862.  dschd 
June  30,  1865;  John  Wagner,  Harvey  P.  Wilson,  Xewfane, 
enlisted  Aug.  27,  1862,  mstd  out  June  29,  1865; 

John  Westfall.  Royalton,  enlisted  Aug.  29,  1862.  died  in 
Andersonville  prison  July  13,  1S64;  Xelson  Widridge, 
Royalton,  enlisted  Sept.  6,  1862,  dschd  in  July,  1865; 
Sela  Wood. 

COM  PAX  Y K. 

OFf'ICKRS. 

Captain,  Browning  X.  Wiles,  XTovfane,  enlisted  Oct.  22, 
1862,  mstd  out  Jan.  14,  1865;  first  lieutenant,  Hiram  A. 
Kimball;  second  lieutenant,  Theodore  E.  Van  \\'agoner; 
sergeants,  Philip  H.  Messeroll,  Xewfane;  Charles  CL 
Bloomer,  Somerset;  Xathan  F.  Peck,  and  William  T. 
Stout,  Xewfane;  corporals,  John  I).  Walford,  CTcott,  en- 
listed Aug.  30,  1862,  promoted  sergeant,  mstd  out  .\ug.  i r, 
1S65;  Henry  Weaver,  I.ockport;  John  W.  Todd.  Somer-  | 
set;  Russell  A.  Ferris  and  Henry  B.  Howell,  Xewfane; 
William  H.  H.  Peacock,  Somerset;  Seldon  R.  Oodard, 
Xewfane,  enlisted  -\ug.  27,  1862,  jiromoted  lieutenant, 
dschd  June  3,  1865:  musician,  Seth  A.  Birdsall,  Olcott, 
enlisted  Sept.  6,  1862,  mstd  out  .May  31,  1865:  James  M. 
Crowno\er,  Xewfane,  enlisted  .\ug.  29.  1862,  mstd  out 
(line  29,  1805:  wagoner,  John  (■'.  Smith,  (>lcutt,  enlisted 
Sept.  6.  1862.  dst  hd  Jan.  29,  1864. 

1>R1V.\  I I S. 

.Samuel  Bullin  anti  James  M.  Bangham,  Somerset;  Cor- 
nelius Connor,  Smith  Dull  her,  and  .Merrill  Duti  her,  1 
Si'inerset;  .\tlelbert  Doles'.  (Meott;  lohn  Dean,  .''s'ls e->ter  | 
I'.diek.  Xesvlane,  enll.^te^l  .Vug.  27,  i.soe.  m-'td  <nit  (une 
30,  18(15;  John  Ltlitk,  jr.,  Olcott,  enlisted  Sept.  5.  1862, 
mstd  out  (110030.  181)5;  Henry  Ferris,  Xewfane;  .\ivron 
11.  hiskand  Henry  11.  II. ill,  SomerMt;  (.nob  Hou.>e- 


mann.  XT-wfane;  William  H.  Huie,  Xewfane,  enlisted 
I .Sept.  1,  1862,  mstd  out  June  27,  1865;  John  and  ('■ecmge 
! Horsefall,  Willis  J.  Haight.  .Sidney  H.ives,  .md  Jtihn 

i Hines,  Somerset;  Cyrenus  Hathaway,  Xewfane,  enlisted 

( >et.  3,  1862;  Jose|)h  James,  Somerset;  Thomas  Lowcock, 
, .Somerset;  (ieorge  Murray,  jr.,  Xewfane;  John  .Nellisi 
j anil  Thomas  .V.  Xellist,  Somerset;  .Matthew  ()'Connor 
I and  John  O'Connor,  Lot  kport;  Henry  .M.  Phijips,  C.'harles 
K.  Pettis,  and  John  IL  (Juai  kenbiish,  Somerset;  (,’luiries 
W.  Redman,  Xewfane.  enlisted  .Sept.  6,  1863,  killed  at 
Cold  Harbor,  \'a.;  Harvey  Randall  and  Bvron  Rant!, ill. 
Xorth  Collins;  .Sil.is  .Spalding,  Xewfane;  I’aul  Sislev. 
Xew  fane,  enlistetl  .Vug.  27,  1 862,  mstd  out  June  26,  i8()5; 
George  P.  Shorlen,  Wilson;  Joseph  Smith,  Horace  Tal- 
1 ott,  ( )lcott,  enlisted  .Vug.  30,  1862,  {rromotetl  corjjor.il, 
mstd  out  July  28,  1865;  John  D.  Van  Horn,  t.)lcutt,  en- 
listed .Sept.  I,  1862,  tlschd  Sept,  i,  1864;  Jacob  Van  Xor- 
ton,  Lock[iort;  George  Wetherald,  X'ewfane;  Julius  (I. 
Weaver,  Lockijort;  Delbert  Warren,  and  Joseph  Wortle\, 
Somerset;  John  Wilkins,  ,\aron  W'ills,  I.  Wifner.  Willi.un 
Hugh,  John  McCoy,  and  Henry  Williams,  Lockport. 


CFIAPTER  XXXV. 


THK  IlRII.I.IANT  C.ARKF.R  OF  THE  G.AIL.A.NT  EIGHTH  NEW 
YORK.  HEAVY  ARTII.LERY. 


he  history  that  attaches  itself  to  this  regiment 
is  (1  terrible  one.  Volumes  of  a storv  that 
i\  "''i'  never  be  written  are  expressed  in  the 
appalling  truth  that  during  its  services  in  its 
country’s  behalf  it  lost  nearly  twelve  hundred 

men  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Twenty- 

P'p 

two  officers  and  two  hundred  and  eleven  men  w^re 
killed,  twenty-nine  ofticers  and  six  hundred  and  fiftv- 
three  men  were  wounded,  and  five  officers  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  missing. 

1 )ark  and  portentous  were  the  clouds  that  hung  over 
the  nation  at  the  time  the  regiment  was  organized.  'Phe 
fact  had  become  thoroughly  established  that  the  South 
had  a settled  pur])Ose  to  destroy  the  I'nion,  and  compiest 
or  submission  was  all  that  was  left;  conciliation  having 
been  put  out  of  the  ipiestion.  Our  troops  before  Riv  h- 
mond  had  been  checked  and  they  awaited  helji  in  trving 
suspense.  The  demaml  of  the  hour  was  men.  In  this 
( risis  the  President  issueti  a call  for  300.000  troo])s.  ami 
it  was  in  response  to  this  that  the  8th  heavy  artillerv  was 
org.ini/.ed.  The  companies  ot  which  it  w.is  i omposetl 
were  raised  in  the  counties  of  Xiag.ira,  ( irlcans  and  tlcn- 
esee,  by  Colonel  Peter  .V.  Porter,  of  .Xiag.ira  b.dls,  umh  i 
aiithoritv  gr.  nied  by  tloveinor  Fenton.  1 '.  w c omplc ti  ■ ; 
and  mustered  into  the  service  at  Camp  Ciuir«  h ;:;ir 
grounds  in  Lock|>ort  , on  the  22nd  of  .Vugust.  1S02,  with 
the  follow  ing 
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REOIMKNTAL  OI  FICERS: 

! 

('.ilomi,  lV-:cr  A.  I'ortcr,  Niagara  Falls;  lioutenant- 
.olou'  l.  \V.  NV.  Dates.  Orleans  county;  major,  James  M.  j 

U llvtt,  l;atavij;  first  lieutenant  E.  L.  Hlake,  adjutant,  | 

1 in  k)M>rt;  first  lieutenant  (.leorge  P>.  W ilson,  ijuartermas-  j 
ter. and  ni.ijor  I-imes  M I eet,  surgeon,  f.ocktioit;  first  lieu- 
te!;.mt  II.  ('.  Hill,  assistant-surgeon,  Somerset;  captain  ; 

( '.id.'Ti  I >e  I. a .Mat\ r.  cluplain,  ,\ll>ion. 

( .'oinpanies  D,  I).  F.  and  I'  were  raised  in  Ni.igara  i 
< ounty,  and  all  mustered  in  at  I.ockport;  A,  C and  K in 
Orleans,  and  (>.  H and  1 in  Oencsee  county.  'I'he  regi- 
ment was  organized  as  the  lapth  New  \'ork  Volunteers, 
but  never  tlid  service  in  that  n.ime,  being  changed  to  the 
8th  heas  y artillerv  in  February,  1863,  by  order  of 
E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War.  Two  additional  com- 
panies, I,  and  M,  were  raised  for  the  regiment  in  1864; 
Company  L officered  bv  captain  S.  Dexter  Ludden, 
Batavia;  first  lieutenant,  A.  G.  Clapp,  and  second  lieuten- 
ant, H.  H.  \'an  Dake;  and  (Jompanv  M,  captain,  H.  H.  ' 
Sheldon,  Suspension  Bridge;  first  lieutenant,  Frederick 
Derrick,  second  lieutenant,  O.  M.  Campbell.  1 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  muster-in  roll  on  hie  in  ^ 

the  office  of  the  clerk  of  Niagara  county,  supplemented  ^ 

by  the  town  records  of  Royalton  and  Newfane,  reference  1 
being  had  only  to  those  companies  raised  in  Niagara 
county. 

COMPANY  B. 

OFFICERS. 

Captain,  Joel  B.  Raker.  Cambria;  first  lieutenant,  James 
Low,  Cambria;  second  lieutenant,  Eli  S.  Nichols,  Lock- 
port;  sergeants,  Fayette  S.  Brown,  D.  L.  Pitcher,  Romeo 
G.  Burns,  W.  H.  Crowley,  N.  Z.  Paterson;  corporals,  T. 

C.  Edwards,  L.  C Harwood,  Lyman  A.  P\le.  John  Root, 

AY.  H.  Bennett,  Newfane,  enlisted  July  23,  1862,  mstd  i 
out  Feb.  25,  1865;  .Alexander  Robb,  Newfane,  enlisted 
z\ug.,  1862,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor;  Walter  L.  Martin, 

Job  Cornell;  musicians,  William  S.  Pike,  H.  W.  01m- 
stead;  wagoner,  C.  Gardiner. 

PKIV.-M  F,5. 

Stephen  Aldrich.  Orrin  Babcock,  Charles  Bi.'hm,  James 
Brewer,  A.  J.  Bishop,  Newfane.  enlisted  in  .-Vug.,  1862, 
killed  at  Cohl  Harbor;  Robert  Courtney.  .Alfred  Doo-  | 
little,  Fldw.ird  Da\  is.  George  . Drake,  Newfane,  enlist- 
ed Dec.  24,  1863,  prisoner  seven  months,  mstd  out  in 
Sept.  1865;  Homer  J.  Klton,  W.  G.  Green,  Newfane,  j 
enlisted  Julv  24,  1862.  dschd  in  July,  1 865 ; William  Ire- 
land, G.  \\’.  Joh.pson,  Frederick  Kreti.ier,  .\ndrew  l.,ip- 
\v(irth,  C.  G.  Mehwauldt,  .Alexander  M.diin.  Charles  Maid, 
Bernard  Messing,  William  .MrCiregor,  William  D.  Parkt-r, 
William  F'.  Parker,  Benj.nun  J.  Ro.se,  .M.  W.  Stiles, 
.\dulphus  Sti'in,  Fr.ink  ."'l.t\m.  Isinorv  Wilcox,  Wil- 
li.un  Ward,  Jubir  W alker,  i.  W.  \ edder.  R.  (A  II  ir- 
num,  \\'.  II.  Gle.isi'i',  (longe  ' >.  ll.i'.ne,  |it|-,n  l!u'.', 
ell,  Newfane,  enlisted  Dec.  ih,  iSf'g,  killed  at 
Cold  Harbor;  Truman  .Ash,  W.ishington  Flton,  Franklin 
A.  F'.shbaugh,  Nev^f.me,  er.hsied  Jul\  20.  1.S02.  dsi  hd  for 
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disability  in  1864;  FI.  C.  Fuller,  B,  F.  Sawyer.  J.  K,  Jo'nn- 
son,  Lewis  W.  McNed,  .Augustus  Worth,  .\mos  Word.en, 
.Antlrew  .A.  .Mdler,  C.  H.  Emerson,  C.  J.  Sherm.m,  .New- 
fane,  enlisted  July  26,  1862,  died  June  26,  1864,  .it  P.ui - 
son  Park  hos[)ital,  .Md.;  G.  H.  bellows,  John  Nagel.  W 
barn  Watson.  Samuel  Bowman,  Peter  Christyan,  William 
Rogers.  Charles  C.  Romer,  Newfane,  enlisted  in  Jul>. 
1862,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor;  Henry  M.  Billings,  John  D, 
Capen,  Newfane,  enlisted  in  July,  1862,  [iromoted  corpo- 
ral. mstd  out  June  13,  1865;  Samuel  Dean,  William 
.A.  Dutton,  Robert  Furman.  F.  J.  Fellows,  Fldward  Green. 
Charles  R.  Gifford,  John  Healand,  jr.,  Joseph  Jacobs, 
James  Laylond,  Lynford  Levan,  Isaac  Lockwooil,  Ne'%-- 
fane,  enlisted  Dec.  13,  1863,  dschd  July  9,  186; 

J.  W.  I .ongstaff,  Peter  Mercig,  F.  FI.  Morrison,  .A.  I. 
Merwin,  .Albert  .McKenzie,  Samuel  McClellan,  G.  Francis 
Nve,  'P.  Marshall  Nye,  Fdias  Orett,  J.  E.  Ource,  W.  H 
Saddleson,  George  .A.  Stephens,  William  Thornton,  Sam- 
uel Traviss,  FI.  J.  Taylor,  Fb  C.  Wright,  Sharon  White,  f. 

K.  P.  Wilson. 

COMPANY  1). 

OFFICERS. 

Captain,  James  McGinnis.  Lockport;  first  lieutenant, 
William  Gardner;  second,  M.  R.  Blodgett,  Lockjiort;  firs: 
sergeant.  John  Fb  Owens,  Royalton,  enlisted  .Aug.  22, 
1862,  dschd  Mch.  17,  1S66;  second,  .Arthur  L.  Chase: 
third,  Horace  J.  McDonald;  fourth,  William  F.  S[>aldir.g. 
Royalton,  enlisted  in  .August,  1862,  dschd  in  March,  :8n;; 
fifth,  Charles  B.  Lackor,  Royalton,  enlisted  .Aug.  6.  1862. 
dschd  Oct.  6,  1S64;  sergeant,  Wb  H.  H.  Brown,  Rov- 
alton,  enlisted  .Aug.  4,  1862,  dschd  June  5,  1S65;  flr^t 
corporal,  .Almon  Van  Wbagner;  first  corjjoral,  J.  Coime-. . 
Rovalton,  enlisted  -Aug.  i,  1862,  dschd  June  22,  i.Sbr; 
second,  William  fleorge;  third,  Stephen  FI.  Sim;  fourth 
fohn  E.  Carrington;  fifth,  Flenry  Murray:  sixth,  .All'-ed 
Wakeman;  seventh,  Hiram  Car[ienter;  drummer.  John 
Greber. 


PRIVATES. 

Ransom  .Aldrich,  Hiram  .Arm--trong,  Ro}'alton,  enlisted 
.Aug.  22,  1S62,  died  in  hospital  .Apr.  24,  18(13:  Cabin 
Bavlis,  Charles  S.  Gunther.  William  H.  Gregory.  F'reder- 
ick  Hagadorn,  .Alfred  Jones,  Christian  Koukr.  D.nie! 
Kohler,  Roxalton,  enlisted  .Aug.  3,  iS(j2.  dsi  hd  m J.  ’.i.. 
t8()^;  Charles  S.  Kinder.  Rovalton,  enlisteil  J ul v 2 7. 1 sf. 2. 
dschd  in  .Mch.,  1S63:  John  .A.  L\  ndenthaler,  Benjam-:- 
Boln\s,  Franklin  Slce]ier.  C.deb  H.  ’I'iutmas.  Rn\ai;  r. 
enlisted  Julv  28,  i.S()2,  dschd  June  (1.  1865;  John  W 
lev.  Chri-tnpher  Wisem.in,  George  W.  W.trd,  Nk-w''.  - 
enlisted  I'.ilv  28,  18(12.  mstil  tint  June  5.  18(13:  'A  bb 
AV  .'.lker,  II.  Ib  Bardw  ell.  Henr\-  Brodcu  k,  Genr_c 
Briggs,  Christian  Bahol.  C’harles  Brooks,  Tminth','  l’>  ':" 
li.F.n  I'l'imw.  llrnrv  W.  Carter,  Ko\;dtcn,  enb''-  ' 
Mch.,  18113,  dsihd  in  June.  18(15:  Rnb.ert  !'■•■!,  C 
W.  Cutt'-r.  Ro\alton.  enlisted  .Aug.  4.  iS(j2,died  MC;  ; . 
1863:  llenr\-  W.  Churc  liill.  Rov.titon.  enbs'.i.d  \ '.  = 

18(12.  (Is.  hd  June  22.  18(13:  Rich.ird  Fb  Churi  itiil.  K 
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toll,  ciilislcil  Aug.  liS,  iSo.gdxlul  in  fuly,  1S65;  James 
(.'umpton,  Martin  Cooney,  Royalton,  enlisted  Aug.  19, 
iSdj,d''eIid  [line  22.  I >'6^:  C.  Ceorge,  A.  A.  (leorge,\\ . i'y. 
Ceoige,  .Miller  A.  (ii\a,"r\.  I >.  ( i.  Ciripiien.  l\oy:ihon.  en- 
listed in  .\ug..  iSoj,  ds(  lul  in  June,  i.so;;  F.^l'ert  1!. 
Cioodvvin,  lieWitt  I ).  Ci.irner.  C'al\ in  Harrington,  jame> 
M.  Hudnut,  Royallon,  enlisicd  lul\  2h.  i>0_', 

promoted  iprirtenn aster  sera-'ant,  d^i.hd  in  I are. 
iS()5;  Merick  \’.  Hmlnul,  Rov.dton.  eiihste'!  J..n  j. 
1S63.  died  from  wounds  June  i.S,  US04;  John  llilman. 
|. lines  l.avlond,  Roialion,  enlisted  in  .\ugiist,  iS6e.  dsi  hd 
111  [ul\,  1X05;  .\ndrew  l.ong,  Allen  l.ee,  Royalton,  enlist- 
i.'l1  Aug.  9,  i80a,  dselii'  Jul\’  I.  John  C.  Lacey, 

Roi'alton.  enlisteil  .\ug.  4,  iShj,  [inunoted  lieutenant, 
dsi  hd  June  12,  1.S05;  H.iniel  R.  Lace\,  Roialloii,  enlisted 
Xo\’.  5.  1 Shg.  killed  in  Lattle  I tine  16,  1 S64  ; ( 1.  .\.  Marsliall, 
1).J.  .Morehouse,  Royallon,  enlisted  .Aug.  7,  i .Sda,  promoted 
corporal,  died  from  wounds  June  20,  1864;  llarnev  ,\. 
.Mackey,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  July,  1862,  dschd  in  June. 
1863;  Lewis  McRee,  Royalton,  enlisted  1 )ec.  28,  1863, 
dschd  in  July  1865;  James  Pierson,  James  (L  Proper, 
Ro\;dton,  enlisted  Aug.  ii,  1862;  Mason  l!a\ nier,  (leorge 
E.  .8mith.  James  Sherman,  Henry  L.  Smith,  Francis  E. 
Smith,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  Xoiemlier,  1863;  Philo  L. 
Sherman,  Henry  F.  Stabler,  (leorge  Stenet,  Ceorge 
Smeeds,  Elias -'Lhorn,  John  Travis,  .\lonzo  d'aglo.  Rupert 
Ci.  Torrey,  Royalton,  enlisted  1 )ec.  7,  1863,  dschd  Dec. 
7,  1865;  Dolphus  S.  Wisner,  Richard  \\'nrren,  P.eniamin 
D.  Wright.  Royalton,  enlisted  Dec.  26.  1863,  dschd  Inly 
21,  1S65:  James  M’ilTun,  Edwin  M'ilco.x,  Royalton,  enlist- 
ed Atig.’i,  1862,  promoted  corporal,  dschd  .Vug.  to,  1865; 
I'homas  Ryan,  James  K.  Pridlem,  Pingham  Purroucl'.s, 
(leorge  Crampton,  Royalton,  enlisted  .Vug.  9,  1862; 
wounded  and  dschd;  Frederick  Clifton,  George  H.  Chap- 
pel,  'Lhomas  Charles.  Christian  Doheny,  Patrick  M. 
Doyle,  Royalton,  enlisted  Dec.  31,  1863;  [ames  Gowett, 
.Andrew  Green,  Royalton,  enlisted  I 'ec.  26,  1863,  tlschd 
Sept.  26,  1864;  James  F.  Green,  Xewfane,  enlisted  -Vug. 
12,  1862,  killed  Feb.  27,  1863:  Jticob  Gilbert,  Roxalton, 
enlisted  Dec.  30,  1863,  dschd  in  June,  1865;  William  H. 
Hyde,  Daniel  H.  D.  Hiiller,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  .Vugiist, 
1862,  deserted  in  .Vugust,  1864:  Gebbard  |.  Kinglc}'. 
Martin  Lynch,  John  Leason,  Royalton,  enlisted  Xov. 
14.  1863.  dschd  Julv  21,  1865;  James  E.  Miirrav,  lames 
J.  -Moore,  Royaltirn,  enlisted  Dec.  9,  1863,  dschd  |ul\'  9. 
1865;  John  H.  Moore,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  .August,  1802, 
dsi'hd  -Apr.  4,  18(15;  Lucian  j.  -Xlles,  Royalton,  enlisted 
-Vug.  9,  1862,  killed  at  Cold  ILirbor;  [.tines  Fraser,  Eg- 
bert Pennover,  (leorge  SinscI,  .Xewfane,  enlisted  .Vug 
12,  18S2.  ds(  hd  |- eb.  25,  1 8(15 ; j .lines  H,  Iherser.  .M.irtin 
Van  Diisen.  Charles  W.  V.ui  SIvke.  George  W . Webb. 
William  VN  eiilworih,  John  Whiilei. 
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Captain,  J.  \\’.  Holmes,  Xiagar.i  Falls;  first  lieuteiiani, 
R.  Ii.ddwin.  \\’ilson;  sca'ond  lieiitenan',  11.  R.  Sw.in,  Sus 
pension  P.ridge. 


Francis  Bond,  W.  H.  ( h.tjiinan,  .Vdelbert  Comstock. 
J. tines  Gremlin,  James  IHslop,  Thomas  Heliiier.  I tines 
Xiveii.  George  W,  Parker,  W'iiliani  1 ).  Vroonian.  B.  R. 
Benton,  ( ieorge  Dawson,  \\  . 11.  L\aiis.  lleiirv  Fr. alnig, 
Hamilton  Ingalls.  Xiagara.  ilied  at  S.alisbi:r\'  prison. 
Feb.  to,  1865;  Willi. nil  McRe.irnan.  f r v.cis  I:.  Mosier. 
Reuben  .V.  (>n!w.i\'.  William  I.  P”'kcr,  [ohn  H.  (Jtiack- 
enbush,  liwiiig  IT. 'igiie,  IF  Reel- . j ohn  Sneid  .t.  Frank 
Sedgw  ic  k,  .Mfi'ed  Sliirlc',’.  Eugene  .M . 'row  iiseiid.  Eulher 
H.  W.irdeii,  Ileiii}-  P,  ^\  illiaiiis,  .Xew  f.ine,  enlisledt  in 
.Vug.,  1862,  |)ronioted  to  cor[ioril,  died  .Se|it.  17.  iS(i.;, 
in  hospii.tl  on  D. a id’s  Island;  Henry  W.  Bam  k.  Christian 
('.  Pcirton,  ( ''sborne  Edwards,  John  J.  Flinders,  [aeol, 
Fim  k.  ('ifofton  Gilliert,  Janies  Gamsfortl,  .M\ron  H. 
Hade,  Daniel  Darling,  (dtto  H iitsberg,  John  M.  Ib'ldui. 
[ohn  Wk  Kent,  Richard  Sherf,  .Vndrew  Lolirrman.  I a-trick 
Toolon,  Silas  C.  H.  West,  George  Bielini,  Ilaryev  V. 
Baker,  V\'illiam  Carroll,  Cornelius  1 )..iw  Ison.  .VIbert 
Diet/,  f'ernando  HentliV,  Royalton,  enlisted  in  .Vug.. 
1862,  dschd  in  July,  1865;  .Morton  Henning.  .Vdani 
Pepper,  Xicholas  Maybee.  George  D.  .Merville,  Terry 
McDonald,  F^rank  .Vriiisby,  Joseph  PIiii)[)s,  James  Parsons. 
Edward  'Paylor,  Philetus  Weeks,  Henry  J.  .Vrnold.  .VI- 
binus  Bennett,  Harlem  Ik  Hood,  Silas  PL  Hirvev, 
Xelson  II.  Harrington.  David  .Myers,  William  Moore. 
E/ra  X’’.  Thayer.  Sumner  G.  Barker,  Charles  Burki. 
George  Barker,  Charles  F.  Belian,  X'elson  1',  Da\i.-. 
Hugh  IHiffy,  Horace  Darling,  X'ewfane,  enlisted  .Vug. 
9.  1862,  nistd  out  May  28,  1865;  Richard  Faulkner. 
Xiagara,  died  at  Salisbury  jirison,  Dec.  15,  18(14;  liiliii 
Farley,  .Marcus  S.  Grannis,  W.  H.  Holden.  Robert 
Hiani,  Hannes  Colby,  Charles  Hugell,  Samuel  T.ajipiie, 
Xiagara,  died  Oct.  10,  1864;  Florence  AIcCartv,  .Al- 
exander McIntosh,  Delnian  Morris,  Charles  .Xoble. 
Hiram  Rappleyea,  John  IPoberts,  Charles  Ikettenberg,  V\'. 
].  Stone,  Henry  O.  -Spencer,  Roliert  Turner,  Solomon 
Warren,  Jefferson  White,  X’’iagara.  died  at  S.tlislnirv 
prison,  Jan.  2.  1S65;  J.  W.  Stimson,  Joseph  Hew  itt.  .Vsh- 
lev  Hawkins,  Wrice  F'itch;  (''Iford  Wedge,  George  W. 
P.lake. 
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Crjitain,  William  J.  Hawkins;  tir-^l  lieutenant.  Samuel 
Sullv;  second  lieutenant,  George  W.  Ret  tor — ,dl  of 
1 ,ock|iort. 
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(ioiild,  W’.'.rrcn  ( looillirciiKjutc.  [ohn  Iv  arwucjd,  James 
M oore,  ( 'harles  M<  l.aiighlin,  Royalton,  enlisted  J uly  21, 
iS6j,  d'.i  hd  in  |uiie,  i s6^;  Ruliert  M(  I.augldin,  Royal- 
ton.  eidisted  July  21.  1.S62,  dx  lul  in  [one,  iS()5:  Mi(  hael 
M'lriey,  lr\  ing  A.  I’arnientcr,  Ora  Rooker,  Charles  Ric  !i- 
ar(Non,  John  .Sutherland,  Isr.iel  'Ikdrott,  Royalton,  enlist- 
eil  ii\  July.  iSha,  d><  hd  in  |nlv,  1M65;  John  Hulfcutt, 
John  Ring,  jr.,  Kdward  1).  Lewis,  I’eter  Megel, 
I’atrick  Owens,  iienry  I’.ime.  William  Catlin,  .Sylves- 
ter CamphelU  Charles  S.  KilLorn,  Charles  R.  N'orthrop, 
Joseph  Childs,  I ).ivi<f  Cross,  (.'harles  Cross,  Robert  Claik, 
John  Draper,  Lester  N.  Karnham,  James  H.  Hilderbrant, 
Douglas  Jerrokl,  Kdvuird  I’asco,  Jerome  Reynolds,  John 
Smith,  Lewis  Smith.  Newfane,  enlisted  Dec.  21,  1S63, 
died  at  St.  Jolin's  hos|)itaI  in  1864;  'I'homas  Stimpson, 
Lawson  L.  Tavlor,  'I'homas  Hurt,  Reuben  Hurt,  Hiram  L 
,\sh,  Lafayette  He.idley.  George  II.  Brown,  Addison  Bar- 
ton, Royalton,  enlisted  -\ug.  12,  1862,  dschd  July  14, 
1865;  .Stei>hen  Halliett. William  H.  Burnett.  Robert  Colby, 
I’eter  Clapsattle,  Joseph  Cla[)sattle,  Oscar  Drinkwater, 
C'harles  F.  Daniels,  John  Dove,  Alexander  Fox,  William 
H awkins,  Mortimer  Johnson,  Royalton,  enlisted  Nov.  14, 
1S63,  dschd  July  14,  1S65;  Sylvester  Johnson,  Royalton, 
enlisted  Aug.  14,  1862,  dschd  June,  1S6S;  John  King, 
Isaac  Lloyd,  Henry  D.  Lathrojs,  Hulliert  Moore,  W.  H. 
Murray,  Newfane,  enlisted  Dec.  25,  1S63,  died  June  7, 
1865,  at  Ambulance  hospital;  Charles  Moore,  George  A. 
McArthy,  Ethan  Munn,  Derrick  Plant,  Edward  D.  Perry, 
D.  Mb  Robinson,  John  Risch,  .Albert  Salph.  George  Snell, 
Frank  Fidloh,  Peter  S.  'Lower,  'Lhomas  Hums,  Michael 
Cuff,  William  Plain,  William  Bush,  Joseph  Brower, 
Jeremiah  ■ Dixon,  Sylvester  Moore,  Charles  H.  (,)uade, 
Henry  .Smith,  Edward  'Lenny,  Frederick  Van  'Lassel, 
Newfane,  enlisted  Dec.  22,  1863,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor. 

I he  regiment  served  from  the  time  of  its  muster  until 
the  spring  of  1864  in  the  defenses  of  Baltimore,  with 
the  exception  of  a short  campaign  to  Harper’s  Ferry  and 
in  western  \ irginia.  On  the  morning  of  .May  15,  1S64, 
It  is  said  Cieneral  (irant  s.it  in  his  tent  door  m the  vicin- 
ity of  SpottsG\ania  ( ourt-house,  smoking  a cigar  and 
reflecting  on  the  situation.  Just  what  he  thought  about  it 
no  one  but  hmisi  lt  knew,  /v/Z  //c  iiioi'c  nwn.  .Sher- 

man was  in  the  s.iddle  hundreds  of  miles  away  lighting 
his  w.iy  to  Resai  .1.  In  conseipiem  e of  this  w.uit,  whicii 
had  been  made  known  at  H.iltimore  b\-  a ilis|)at(:h  sent 
vui  M ashingion,  there  wa^  great  commotion  in  the  camp 
of  the  8th  heavy  .irtillcry.  ( )n  the  same  morning  they 
were  expecting  marching  orders  from  the  front  at  anv 
moment,  and  so  theuon.1  "we  .ire  going  to  the  front  " 
w.is  passed.  .All  behe\ed  it,  .iml  ^o  u prmeil.  Lhe 
scene  in  the  c.imp  was  a li\el\  oiua  ( irderlies  were 
hurr)ing  to  and  fro,  riding  hither  and  thiilier  at  bre.ik- 
no  k speed;  otficers  were  p.icking  ilieir  trunks,  to  leave 
behind  them,  and  the  men  pai  king  their  kn.ipsacks  to 
l.ike  with  them;  e\'ery  bod\-  wi-,  lilling  Id-.  ( anteen  wilh 
waiter  or  i'dIU-,-,  or  >onietiiing  >lron.,er  if  he  could  it. 
All  the  m cc'-saries  of  c.imp  life  as  well  a-,  the  siiperlliiities 
w ere  !>  ing  around  in  utter  and  hojieless  confusion.  In 
the  midst  of  .ill  this  l.Mi.-'tlc  some  wcU'e  ^lttlng  >jii  tlteir 


trunks  writing  hasty  letters  home,  for  they  were  aojna  — 
they  knov  not  where;  they  wrote  that  it  wa>  "oiiK 
a question  of  time"  and  they  would  write  all  about  ii  as 
soon  .IS  possible.  Hut  many  of  them  never  wrote  again. 
Lhisw.isas  e.irlv  as  sunrise.  'Loward  noon  batt.ilions. 
comiianies,  rletai  hnient s and  squads  were  seen  streaming 
toward  the  depot  of  the  H.iltimore  aiul  Ohio  R.iilro  ul. 
When  the  tr.iin  moved  away  amid  shouts  and  clua  rs 
the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  and  the  llaunting  of  banner^ 
there  were  many  thoughtful  ones  who  looked  upon  the 
forts  they  were  leaving  with  great  anxiety.  Some  s.iid; 
" A ery  likely  some  of  us  will  never  see  Baltimore  again; 
good-bye  offu  ers’  balls  an.d  conqiany's  dances,  Christ- 
mas festivities  and  Lh.inksgiving  tlinners  ! farewell. 
Porter’s  Life  Insurance  Company ! ’’ 

'Lhe  regiment  arrived  in  AVashington  about  4 ci'clock  on 
the  afternoon  of  May  15th.  'Lhe  men  went  to  the 
“Soldier’s  Rest”  for  supper  and  remained  there  all  night. 
'Lhe  next  day,  about  noon,  they  went  on  board  transports 
and  were  soon  off  for  Belle  Plain,  at  which  pbice  tluw 
arrived  about  sundown.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th 
thev  were  all  stirring  at  an  early  hour,  exjiloring  the  ra- 
vines for  water,  drawing  ration.s  of  salt  pork,  hard  bread; 
coffee  and  sugar;  and  occasionally  venting  their  [latriotism 
in  epithets  (merely  iqion  some  7,000  rebel  prisoners  in 
the  valley  near  them.  .About  ten  o’clock  they  were  on 
the  march  to  Fredericksbiirg.with  three  days’  rations  and 
sixty  rounds  of  cartridges.  'Lhe  day  was  warm,  :ind  the 
soldiers  realized  for  the  first  time  something  of  the  dis- 
comforts that  attend  an  ordinary  march.  'Lhe  regiment 
reached  Fredericksburg  about  5 o’clock  that  evening,  and 
crossed  the  river  on  a pontoon  bridge.  'Lhe  town  still 
bore  the  marks  of  Htirnsitle’s  bombardment.  In  almost 
every  building  were  crowded  the  wounded  from  the 
recent  battles  of  the  \\'ilderness  and  S[)otts\ Kama  Cotiit- 
hoiise.  'Lhe  8th  had  been  called  to  finish  the  work  th.u 
these  wounded  soldiers  had  begun.  'Lhe  regiment  marched 
through  Fretlericksburg  and  iqi  the  heights  beyond  the 
town,  until  at  8 o’clock  it  sto[)ped  for  rest  and  siqqier. 
.At  10  o’clock  it  started  on  the  march  again,  .''ome  ex- 
pressions were  used  with  reference  to  going  am  fiirlher 
that  niglit  that  were  more  emphatic  than  polite,  but  in 
less  than  an  hour  after  “ falling  in  ’ the  boys  were  .i' 
merrv  as  if  they  hatl  just  enjoveel  a night’s  re^i.  I he 
wav  was  enlivened  with  laugh,  jest  ami  song.  Some  ivere 
" shouting  the  battle  cry  of  freedom,"  others  were  h.ing- 
ing  “ Jeff  Davis  to  a sour  apple  tree;"  and  amm  thev 
swelled  the  chorus  of  “ Jtihn  Brown,"  as,  like  hi>  soul, 
they  went  marching  on.  ’Lhis  did  not  l.ist  long.howev  er  — 
knapsacks  and  guns  were  grow  ing  he.u  y.  Soon  .ifler  2 
o'cloi  k in  tl'.e  morning  the  w eh  ome  order  to  re->t  mud 
dav-lighl  was  given. 

With  the  first  bglu  of  the  mornitig  the  dull  booming  oi 
the  tiisciut  cannon  was  hean.1.  Lhe  8th  regiment  h.td 
joined  the  gre.u  " b.tltering  ram ’’--the  \rmv  of  the  I’o- 
tom.i'- — ,uul  w.i->  ;it  lhe.  front,  .\fter  bre.ikfasl  the  le,  ■ 
ment  started  m the  direction  of  the  tiring,  which  w.i'  mu 
heavy  nor  the  engagement  general.  .As  they  neared,  ihc 
scene  of  action  thev  met  numliers  of  wa.mnded  men  m '• 
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ing  to  the  rear,  with  mangled  limbs  and  bloody  faces, 
while  near  the  front  lines  others  were  waiting  for  stretch- 
ers. (lallant  Colonel  Porter,  wh.o  was  proud  of  his  men, 
rode  aheail  and  w.is  anxious  to  [)ro\e  their  metik-  on  the 
field.  Hut  they  were  not  called  upon  to  show  it  that  day, 
for  tliev  soon  marched  several  miles  in  another  direction, 
,ind  while  on  their  way  the  fighting  ceased.  They  did 
not  sec  another  such  day  in  some  time. 

On  this,  the  night  of  May  iSth,  1S64,  they  rested  quiet- 
ly, camped  in  a lovely  spot.  They  remained,  there 
I during  the  next  day,  awaiting  orders.  .Vt  that  time  the 
^ regiment  was  attached  to  Tyler’s  division,  ad  corps. 
While  at  this  encampment,  on  the  iSth,  the  151st,  of  Ni- 
agara county,  passed  them  and  there  were  many  hearty 
I greetings.  'Khe  latter  regiment  was  worn  out  with  continu- 
ous marching  and  fighting,  and  as  the  boys  of  the  8th  loo’k- 
I ed  upon  their  decimated  ranks, thinned  by  casualty  and  dis- 
ease; their  clothing,  begrimed  with  dirt  and  grease  ; their 
haggard  faces,  bronzed  by  storm  and  sun,  and  contrasted 
j their  storm-beaten  and  bullet-riddled  battle  hag  with  their 
i own  bright  colors,  the  remark  was  common  : “ 'I'his  is 
I what  we  are  coming  to." 

i On  the  night  of  the  iqth,  the  8th  regiment  had  its  first 
encounter  with  the  enemy.  About  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  the  troops  heard  heavy  musketry 
firing  to  the  northeast  of  them,  and  they  immediately 
j started  in  that  direction  on  the  double  quick.  'I'hey  soon 
began  to  meet  the  wounded  and  the  bullets  began  to  whis- 
tle over  their  heads.  The  regiment  took  a strong  posi- 
tion in  the  second  line  and  lay  down  behind  the  crest  of 
I a ridge.  At  dusk  it  advanced  across  a small  stream  and 
through  a cornfield,  and  was  soon  engaged.  The  first 
i charge  was  into  the  woods,  where  it  was  dark.  The  8th 
j was  there  until  about  nine  o’clock,  directing  its  fire  by 
i the  flash  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  and  was  then  ordered  to 
' fall  back.  'I’he  loss  was  light — 33  killed,  wounded  and 
, missing.  The  wounded  were  carried  to  a field  hospital, 
and  soon  all  was  i[uiet  again.  When  morning  came  again 
1 it  revealed  only  abandoned  jiositions.  'I'he  enemy  had 
fled  with  the  darkness.  After  burying  its  dead  the  regi 
ment  went  back  to  the  old  camp. 

On  the  night  of  .May  20th  the  order  was  receiver!  to  "be 
j ready  to  march  at  12  o’clock”  that  night.  .\t  the  hour 
mentioned  in  the  order  the  regiment  started,  and  went 
;'/</  Howling  Oreen  to  Milforrl  Station,  a distance  of 
twenty-five  miles  away  on  the  Ri(  hmond  and  Potomac 
railroad,  arriving  there  at  3 o’clock  the  next  afternoon, 
after  a steady  mar'  h of  fifteen  hours.  There  had  been  a 
brisk  cavalry  fight  at  .Milford  Station  that  day,  and  some 
of  the  wounded  and  a few  prl.ioiiers  were  there  still. 
Here  the  8th  rested  for  dinner.  At  10  o’clock  that  night 
it  was  on  the  march  again,  .\bout  five  (/(  hx  k on  the 
evening  of  the  23d  it  arrived  at  North  .\iina  river,  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  the  fhesterlield  bridge.  The  rebels  held  an 
uglv  fortilH  atioii.  \\hi(h  at  0 1'.  M,,  altera  vigorous  fire 
from  three  sei  turns  of  .utilleto,  wa.i  .'.tormed  and  cajUured 
by  Pierce’s  and  Kg.m’s  brigade  of  Hirnes  ’s  di\  ision,  wh.o 
drove  out  the  garrison,  l ajituring  thirty  and  sending  the 
remainder  .u  ro>,  the  ri\er  in  such  haste  that  thev  iuul  no 


time  to  burn  the  bridge,  'I’he  8th  lay  on  its  arms  \intil 
morning.  The  rebels  sent  their  compliments  with  early 
I dawn.  'I’he  8th  joined  in  and  continued  to  fire  all  day. 
From  this  time  until  June  2nd  the  regiment  was  most  of 
the  time  on  the  roarl  to  Cold  Harbor,  meantime  engaging 
j in  several  sharp  skirmishes. 

' .About  II  o’clock  June  2nd  this  regiment  took  the 
I front  at  Cold  Harbor,  relieving  other  troojis.  I']!  to  ihis 
time  the  Sth  had  been  marching  .and  t ountermarching  in 
support  of  the  fighting  line,  getting  just  near  encuigh  to 
the  rebels  to  have  tb.eir  fire  amongst  them  and  ha\e  no 
I chance  to  return  it.  The  men  were  not,  therefore,  alto- 
' gether  sorry  to  get  in  the  front  line.  'I'heir  dash  at  the 
rebels  at  S[)ottsyl vania  had  given  them  confidence  and 
made  them  somewhat  heedless  of  danger.  In  this  frame 
of  mind  they  received  tlie  order  to  be  ready  to  charge  at 
four  o’cloi  k,  and  at  that  hour  they  were  found  sitting  lic- 
hind  their  breastworks,  e\erv  man  grasping  his  gun  ready 
I to  spring  at  the  command.  One  of  the  officers  of  the 
regiment  says:  "We  were  acting  very  much  unlike  the 
stern  and  silent  soldiers  we  read  of,  for  we  were  laughing 
I and  chatting,  sjieculating  upon  the  prospect  before  us  as 
if  it  were  a mere  lioliday  or  some  bore  of  a parade.’’ 
Hut  it  began  to  rain  and  the  order  was  countermanded. 
The  sun  went  down  under  a cloud,  and  thus  night  settled 
I down  on  the  evening  of  June  2nd,  1864. 

'Fhousands  beheld  the  dawn  for  the  last  time.  The 
signal  gun  was  fired  at  daybreak,  when  the  men  were  not 
thinking  so  much  about  the  order  to  advance  as  thev 
. were  about  their  coffee.  'Phe  distance  between  the  lines 
j of  the  8th  and  the  rebel  lines  has  been  variously  estimated 
I at  from  700  to  1,000  yards. 

1 The  first  battalion,  on  the  left  of  the  regiment,  was’ 
commanded  by  1 .ieutenant-Colonei  Cates;  the  second,  in 
; the  center,  by  Captain  McGinnis  (Major  Spalding 

' being  sick  ; the  third,  on  the  extreme  right,  by  Major 

Willett.  'I'he  batteries  in  the  rear  of  the  regiment  ojiened 
a heavy  fire  simultaneously  with  the  advance  of  the 
' charging  column,  and  the  rebels  rejdied  no  less  vigorously. 

One  after  another  went  down  beneath  the  storm  of  iron 
! and  lead  which  swept  the  jilain.  .-Vs  the  ranks  thinned 

they  closed  iq;  sternly,  and  with  arms  at  a trail  and  bav- 

onets  fixed  they  pressed  forward  on  a run  without  firing 
a shot.  l)own  \\ent  the  colors,  the  staff  splintered  and 
broken,  as  well  as  the  hand  that  held  it.  Crave  h.unR 
Seized  them  again  and  bore  them  oJiwartl  until  the  ciu-- 
my’s  works  were  close  at  hand.  Colonel  Porter  fell, 
crying  "Close  in  on  the  colors,  boys  I”  Major  Willett  was 
wounded;  a large  number  of  line  officers  lav  de.ui  and 
dying;  one  third  of  the  rank  anel  file  were  hors  ilu  comlhit : 
a p,irt  of  the  regiment  was  lloumlering  in  the  mire:  the 
rebels  were  pouring  in  double  charges  of  grape  auel  t an- 
ister  at  less  than  point  blank  range,  sweeping  awav  a 
score  every  moment.  'I'he  line  having  lost  its  momentum, 
sioppeel  trom  .-.heer  exluun^tion  within  a stone's  throw  of 
the  enemy  s works. 

.-\11  this  transpired  in  a short  time.  The  supiortme 
line  tailed  to  come  up.  old  soldiers  dei daring  that  it  was 
loolh.irdiness  to  aih.ime  under  sm  h a tire;  so  the  br.i\i- 
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nu  n lit  lilt'  Sill  li.nl  to  look  out  for  themselves.  I hey 
heii.m  to  the,  .111(1  every  man  was  working  liimself  into  the 
ttroiind.  I'’,ser\  siuiui>,  mole  hill,  bush  and  tree  was  a 
shelter.  Thus  the  rei;iment  lay  all  d.iy,  uuder  the  very 
noses  of  the  rebels,  and  i ame  .iw  ay  in  squads  under  lover 
of  the  d.irkuess.  This  seemed  as  hazardous  as  the  charge 
itself,  for  no  sotmerdid  the  rebels  vletect  a movement  in 
their  front  th.in  they  opened  a murderous  lire  ot  both 
musketry  and  artillery.  Some  were  killed  in  attemiiting 
to  come  out,  among  them  Captain  Ciardner,  of  Company  1. 
.\u  olfit  er  in  ilest  rilhug  the  fire  says,  “ It  was  either  more 
severe  ih.in  in  the  morning  or  the  darkness  made  it  seem 
more  terrible  " 

.\t  9 o’clock  th.it  night  the  regiment  was  in  its  old 
position  and  h.id  brought  avvav'  most  of  the  severely 
vMHinded,  who  h.id  been  unable  to  get  bai  k during  the 
d.iv.  The  (.lead  were  Iv  ing  where  they  fell;  some  were 
buried  during  the  night  following,  and  some  lav  exposed 
until  the  truce  of  June  6th.  No  one  knew  exactly  where 
the  body  of  Colonel  I’orter  lay,  and  all  efforts  to  find  it 
during  the  night  of  the  3rd  proved  unavailing.  It  was 
discovered  the  next  day,  midway  between  the  advanced 
pickets,  about  twenty  yards  from  either.  'I'o  recover  it 
in  the  day  time  was  too  hazardous  to  attem[it,  for  the 
rebel  sharpshooters  were  always  on  the  alert.  .About 
midnight  on  the  4th  be  Roy  Williams  (afterwards  fust 
lieutenant  of  C'onqiany  G crept  stealthily  from  his  picket 
post  followed  by  Samuel  Trav  erse,  of  Company  H,  and  in 
a few  minutes  they  reached  the  body  without  attracting 
the  attention  of  their  vigilant  neighbors.  I’ut  they  could 
not  carry  the  body  without  rising  to  their  feet,  and  that 
they  dared  not  do.  So  Williams  watched  the  body 
while  Traverse  returned  to  the  pit  and  sent  a comrade  to 
the  regiment  after  ropes.  In  less  than  .an  hour  they  had 
tent  ropes  enough  to  reach  the  body,  and  having  fastened, 
one  end  to  the  feet  of  tlieir  dead  commander  they  lay  on 
their  faces,  one  behind  the  other,  and  gradually  dragged 
the  body  to  a phn  e of  conqiarative  safety.  I-'rom  there 
it  was  taken  to  Colonel  llates's  headi[uarters  and  then 
to  the  hosjiit  d,  where  it  arrived  about  3 o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  J une  5th. 

Greeley  once  said,  in  .■^peak'ng  of  ('olonel  I’orter,  “ He 
was  but  one  among  thousands  actuated  bv  like  motives, 
but  none  ever  volunteered  with  purer  motives  or  served 
with  more  unselfish  devotion  th.in  I’eter  .A.  I’orter.”  < )n 
the  evening  previous  to  the  battle  he  was  asketl,  " Don't 
you  think  it  very  foolish  to  i h.irge  across  there  ? We 
don't  e\|iect  that  many  of  us  will  ever  ( ome  back  alive.’' 
The  colonel  replied,  ”111. it  h.is  nothing  to  do  with  the 
m.itter.  If  I am  ordered  to  go  / sh.ill  go,  and  1 think  my 
regiment  will  follow  me.  " 

The  following  figures  ti.-ll  something  ot  the  desperate 
work  the  hlh  heavy  artillerv  pcilorir.cd  in  this  action: 
Rilled,  (;  officersand  1 4(1  men;  wounded,  140  officers  and 
3^3  men  ; mlsssing,  i otUv  er  .;nd  ij  nien,  m. iking  an 
.’.ggrcg.ile  loss  of  j ^ effn  el's  .iimI  - I men.  1 he  nutei'iai 
th.it  ( Dinposed  the  regiment  w.is  eiiu.il  to  any  th.it  went 
out.  .111(1  the  story  ot  its  expeiieiue  June  3ri.l  carried 
desol, ition  to  m.uiv  a oin  e li.ippy  home. 


rile  regiment  went  from  ('old  ll.irbor  to  I’eleisbnrg 
under  command  of  ('olonel  Willett,  eiig.iging  in  shar|. 
skirmishes  on  the  way.  its  .serv  ices  from  tliis  time  loi- 
ward  until  the  clo.sc  of  the  war  were  in  and  about  I’ctm-s- 
burg.  .Arriving  there  June  161I1,  the  Sth  was  in  tin. 
eng.igement  of  that  day,  and  took  part  ag.iin  on  the  i.Sih 
and  22nd.  It  fought  at  Ream's  .Station,  Deep  l’oii(nn. 
Hat(  her’s  Run  and  Appomattox,  doing  its  full  share  of 
duty,  and  suffering  a loss  of  13  ofticers  and  65  men  killed. 
15  ofheers  and  230  men  wounded,  and  4 officers  and  23S 
men  missing. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  AX'illard  W.  Hates  died  June  2sth. 
1.S64,  of  wounds  received  in  action;  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hlakc  died  June  19th  and  Captain  George  .\. 
Hoyt,  July  5th,  from  the  same  cause.  Captain  Limes 
.McGinnis  was  killed  at  Ream’s  Station,  .VugU'-t  2:;ih, 
1864;  (.iaiitain  ^\'il!iam  J.  Hawkins  died  of  wounds,  I une 
June  23d,  1S64;  Captain  Eldridge  F.  Sherman  died  of 
disease  at  City  Point,  July  30th,  1864;  Captain  .\lc\andcr 
Gardner  was  killed  at  Cold  Harbor;  Captain  'I'hoin.is 
Lowe  died  April  35th,  1865,  of  wounds;  First  Lieuten- 
ant Charles  H.  West,  jr.,  was  killed  at  Ream’s  Station; 
First  Lieutenant  Henry  R.  Swan  died  of  disease  at  Cc-ld 
Harbor,  June  14th,  1S64:  First  Lieutenant  Georj,e  \\‘. 
Rector  was  killed  at  Flatcher's  Run,  ()(  t.  29th,  1S64; 

First  Lieutenant  A.  G.  Cla])!)  died  of  wounds  Nov.  21st, 
1864:  Second  Lieutenant  Fayette  ,S.  Brown  was  killed 
at  Cold  Harbor;  Second  Lieutenant  .Arthur  L.  ('hase  w.is 
killed  at  Cold  Harbor;  Second  Lieutenant  AV'aiter  P. 
Wright  inaction  before  Petersburg,  June  16th,  180.1; 
Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  W,  Caldwell,  Wallace  H.  Ha.rd, 
Clliver  M.  Camiibell  and  George  W.  Gladden  were 
killed  at  Cold  Harbor. 

June  4th,  1SG5,  conqianies  G,  H.  I and  R were  tr;ins- 
ferreifl  to  the  4th  New  A'ork  artillery.  Companies  1. 
and  .M  were  transferred  to  the  icth  New  A'ork  volun- 
teer infantry  and  the  remaining  six  conqianies  mustered 
out  J une  5 th,  1 865. 
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(j ' r ■ I * 7''"’'''  regiment  w.is  made  up  in  the  coiiniic' 

> of  .Ni.igara,  Erie,  .Monme.  Steuben  and  ( »nc;- 
( d.i,  .ind  organized  at  New  A’ork  city.  It  w.i-. 

,7  mustered  in  from  October  1st.  18O1.  lo  .\[  ril 

.'.O'Y  12th,  1862;  and  consolid.Ued  w itli  the  icand 

V New  A’ork  volunteers  luneaiith,  1864.  Coiiij'.i.nv 
■ -(’  1 of  the  7.8th  was  i-.tiM'd  in  Niag.ir.i  loun'.v.  ’ 

Cziptain  Peter  M.  1’.  Min  hell,  of  Su^pensicn  lhid„c.  ..:.i 
most  of  the  men  were  from  the  towns  of  Niag.ir.i  .i."’. 
Lewisti'u  'I'heir  names  .ind  rank  were  as  follow'  : 
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DPI  H KPS. 


' (\i|)tain,  I’ctcr  .\I.  I'.  .Mitc  lu  II.  Sii>pt*nsion  Rriilj^c.  kill- 
rd  .It  .\niii-r. un;  I'list  lieutenant,  Henry  I'.  I’ien  e,  Sn.-^pen- 
>ion  Rrirlge;  setajnd  lieuten.uit,  .M\iun  K.  1 )tinla[),  Sus-  ; 
pension  Bridge;  first  sergeant,  Henry  Stearns,  Suspension  | 
Bridge;  sergeants,  Thomas  .Mayberry,  Susiiension  Bridge;  | 
James  H.  Cleveland,  Niagara  City;  corporals,  Cornelius  j 
.Mitchell,  William  ().  Butler  and  Henry  Williams,  Sus-  | 
pension  Bridge;  Ceorge  H.  Wliitman,  I.euiston;  James 
Jones,  William  H.  Seely,  James  Foster,  and  John  B. 
Church,  Suspension  Bridge. 

PRIV.\  I F.S. 

John  S.  .Allen,  Andrew  T.  Abbott,  John  .\egan,  Wil- 
liam Bissell,  F'dward  Burns,  Henry  Boy,  Da\id  Bex, 
Cieorge  Brunner,  Robert  Burns,  Frederick  Boy,  1 )a\  id  B.  | 
Burnai),  Patrick  Byron  and  John  Brown,  Suspension  ^ 

Bridge;  William  F.  Butler,  Lewiston;  Charles  Buckley, 
John  Buchannan,  Lewis  Croat  and  John  Conklin,  Sus- 
pension Bridge;  Joseph  Callahan  and  Stephen  Carjienter, 
Lewiston;  Duncan  Durham  and  Theodore  Dtinahan, 
Suspension  Bridge;  Charles  Dixon,  Lewiston;  FATvin 
F’rank,  John  Fisher,  George  Gleason  and  Terrance  Gal- 
lagher, Suspension  Bridge;  John  (irigg  and  John  Gillett, 
Lewiston;  Bartholnal  Goempel  and  Joseph  (jibbs.  Sus- 
pension Bridge;  Josiah  Higgins,  Robert  Herron  and  j 

Michael  Holley,  Sus[)ension  Bridge;  George  Haggerty,  ' 
Lewiston;  William  Johnson,  John  Jones,  John  Kelly, 
John  Knox,  Luther  Knapp,  Conrad  King,  John  Kershaw  ! 
and  FAiward  l.ynch.  Suspension  hJridge;  George  .Murray, 
Niagara  City;  David  Maloney,  Hugh  McNaughton,’ 
John  Martin,  John  Mullen  and  Michael  Murray,  Suspen- 
sion Bridge;  Richard  Nagle,  Niagara  City;  James  New- 
ton, Benjamin  G.  Pteitter,  James  Powers,  Hiram  D 
Partridge,  Thomas  Quinn,  John  Rooney,  Nicholas  M. 
Pyall,  Patrick  Reilly,  John  E.  Roberts,  James  Regan  and 
Napoleon  B.  Seely,  Suspension  Bridge;  James  Sammon, 
Niagara  City;  James  Smith,  Lewis  Skinner,  William  ! 
Stewart,  Patrick  Sweeney,  Charles  Smith,  Robert  Swift, 
Henry  W.  Smith,  Samuel  Simpson  and  Stephen  W.  Smyth,  j 
Suspension  Bridge;  Henry  Smith  and  James  Scott,  Lew-  | 
iston;  George  H.  Vogt,  Fidward  Walter,  Reginald  T. 
Wing,  John  Willey  and  William  H.  Williams,  Suspension  j 
Bridge.  I 

The  regiment  jiartieipated  in  the  battles  of  Manhatchie,  ! 
Lookout  Mountain,  Resaca,  Dallas,  l.ost  .Mountain,  Pine  | 

Knob,  Kenesaw,  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  .Atlanta.  ! 

j 

NINELV-SIX'I'H  INFAN  TRY,  ! 

In  this  regiment,  which  w.is  org,ini/.ed  at  Platisburg, 

N.  V.,  to  ser\  e three  \ ears,  tne  ( um;..mies  of  \s  iiicli  u 
w.is  lomposeil  being  raised  in  the  counties  of  Clinton,  Ls- 
sex,  Franklin,  Warren  and  Washington,  were  the  follow- 
ing named  Ni.ig.ira  county  men:  First  sergeant.  .\le\,m- 

dii;r  .Ml  L.iughbn,  of  Ni.ie,,ir.i,  priimoted  to  capi.iin,  woen 
(led,  died  m 1S71;  .iiul  pric.Ui.s  John  L.uuler,  J antes  ,\lc- 
Langhlin,  George  Price,  Jame:  Smith,  and  Rol.'eit  Stover. 
Niaear.i,  died  in  June,  1 Sti.p 


'The  'egn. nmi  w.is  mustered  into  the  service  from  Feb- 

,..i.  \i  i,  -th,  i.sda.  ( In  the  exiiiration  of  the 

teimol  seiwnx  lim  oi;_m.i!  meniliers  except  veter.m.s) 
were  mustered  out,  and  the  regiment,  comjiosed  ot  vet- 
erans ,ind  recruits,  retained  in  the  service  until  Februarv 
6tii,  rS66,  when  it  was  mustered  out  by  orders  from  tite 
\Var  Department. 

Its  record  is  a good  one — it  having  fought  at  Gaines- 
ville, Second  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  .Vntietam,  Mine 
Run,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wil- 
derness, North  .Vnna,  'Tolopotomoy,  Spottsylvania.  Beth- 
esda  Church,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Chapel  House, 
Hatcher’s  Run,  Vorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  the 
Seven-day  battle,  B’ackwater,  Kinston,  Whitehall,  (iolds- 
boro,  the  siege  of  Newbern,  I fury's  Fa  rm.  Port  Walthall. 
Cold  Harbor,  Battery  Harrison  and  Charles  City  Road. 

ONE  HLANDRED  .VND  FIFTH  INFANTRY. 

The  companies  of  w hich  this  regiment  was  composed 
were  raised  in  the  counties  of  Niagara,  Cattaraugus.  Gene- 
see and  .Monroe.  It  was  organized  at  Rochester  and 
Le  Roy;  mustered  in  in  March.  iS6a,  and  consolidated 
with  the  94th  New  York  volunteers  in  March,  1.S67. 
which  latter  organization  was  mustered  out  Julv  iSth. 
1865.  The  One  Hundred  and  F'ifth  did  good  service  in 
the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Ra[)pahannock  St.uiim. 
Thoroughfare  Gaji,  Second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  South 
Mountain,  .Antietam  and  Fredericksburg.  The  colonels 
of  the  105th  were  : James  M.  F'uller,  of  Le  Roy,  who  w as 
commissioned  .Apr.  10,  1S62,  but  resigned  .Aug.  6,  1.S62; 
Howard  Carroll,  of  Rochester,  commissioned  .Aug.  j. 
1 86 2,  who  did  not  muster  in  as  colonel;  John  W.  Shedd, 
of  Le  Roy,  commissioned  Oct.  x,  1862,  mstd  out  at 
the  consolidation,  Mch.  17,  1863. 

The  representation  in  rcg’i  tiicmt  from  Niagar.i 

county  included  (Quartermaster  Sergeant  James  C. Phillips, 
Hartland;  Hospital  Steward  W.  N.  Van  Buren,  Pendleton; 
and  the  men  named  in  the  following  list,  copied  from  the 
original  muster  roll  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk;  we 
begin  with  company  B. 

OKFICKRS. 

Captain,  James  P>.  N.  Delong,  Lockport;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  F.  Rtidgers,  Lockport;  second  lieuten.tn!. 
Frederick  I.  M.issev,  l.ock[)ort;  first  sergeant,  C.  .Me-'L  r. 
Royalton,  enlisted  Nov.  13,  1861.  promoted  to  c.ipt.-.in. 
dschd  July  18,  1865;  third  serge. int,  William  .M.  Metier, 
Royalton;  enlisted  Nov.  13,  1861,  dschd  Nov.  iSo.;; 
fifth  sergeant.  John  (Quii  k,  Lockport;  second  corpor.d. 
Jesse  .M.  Spears,  Lockport;  thiril,  .Andrew  J.  I'.ivlir, 
Lockport;  fourth,  Henr)'  11.  .Nicholson,  Lockport;  fifL.. 
Rus'cll  G.  (flmsiead,  Lo('k['ort;  sixth,  John  Mc.Vrthur. 
l.ock[iort;  eighth.  'Thomas  W.  D.ivenport,  Lockport; 
musicl.ins.  Is.ii.di  Davis,  Hartl.ind,;  J.imes  lA  Sheph.ud. 
Lockport;  teamsicr.  C'h.irles  W I ■ k .,m.  l.oik  ■ • 

I'kc.  .\  1 1 

Russell  ('.  Bioomin;gdale,  .Mired  Bell,  Charles  N T.U't. 
V\'illi.im  Barrett.  William  l)oi.d_,ci  >.  P. mil  k Biirk.  M’- 
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MHNrr.HRS  OF  I'lll':  1051H  AXD  i\l  \.\I  Iv\' 


[.  M.  Henry  Henneft.  Daniel  Cl.irk,  jr.,  Daniel 

Coslello  and  William  Clapham,  l.oekport;  Richard  N.  j 
Cook.  I lartlaiul;  Charles  Campbell,  AVilh.s  Clement,  Isaac 
K.  Conklin  and  Mi(  hae!  Donnelly,  Lockport;  James  15.  | 

I'.d.a.'riN.  Il.irtl.und;  William  Fermoil,  Noah  S.  Green,  ^ 

U is!.;;., ton  i;,  IFilloi  k.  Stephen  Harvy,  William  Harvey,  j 
jr  . |o!in  II  1 Homer  Hawkinson, Lockport;  .\.u,^ms-  | 

tiis  Klee.  Middleport.  enlisted  in  November,  iS6i.  [iromot- 
cd  to  corpi.'ral.  idled  at  .\ntietam  Sei>t.  17,  1S62;  Lcais 
Knotthott.  I.oikport;  Joseph  Liglrt,  Pendleton;  Charles 
Mc.Master,  jaiiies  Morris.  John  Moyer,  Conrad  Minnii  k. 

I. imes  Newton,  [.imcs  ('ibwald  and  Thomas  Oliver.  Lock- 
port;  James  K.  Phillips,  Hartland;  Michael  Slattery. 

J. unes  R.  Swan.  Wheeler  Strycland,  James  Stewart,  Fred- 
erick Schr.tmm.  Jolm  ^\■.  Sinclair,  James  Smith,  William 
Stapleton,  [ohn  15.  Sherman.  Henry  Spurr,  Daniell'imtns 
and  S.umtel  'I'horp,  Lockport;  Daniel  B.  Thorne.  Hart- 
l.tiui;  Nicholas  Terry,  I.ockport;  M'illiam  ^V.  Van  Buren, 
Pendleton;  i’eter  Vanoter,  Lockport;  Nery  Wliite.  Pen- 
dleton; Henry  White,  George  Wilson  and  Edward  \\'al- 
ton,  Lockport;  Elvin  White,  Hartland. 

Company  D included  the  following 

officers: 

Captain,  Isaac  S.  Tichnor;  second  sergeant,  Michael 
Leonard;  third  sergeant,  James  B.  Chase;  second  cor- 
poral. Roswall  Wilson;  eighth  corporal,  Henry  Ballow; 
teamster.  James  Totten — all  of  Lockport. 

PRIV.A.TF.S. 

David  P.  Allen,  Lockport;  Charles  N.  Ashford,  Wilson ; 
John  Adams,  Ransomville;  George  Beeckcr,  Lockport; 
James  Barker,  Ransomville;  Robert  H.  Clapsattle,  Law- 
rence Cline,  Henry  Davenport,  Pardon  Earl,  William 
Fink,  Martin  Gage,  Jacob  Geiser;  John  Grosskopf  and 
(icorge  Granger,  Lockport;  George  ^V■.  Giddings,  Youngs- 
town; Norton  Hornbeck  and  Otto  Kahler,  Lockport; 
Barnarrl  Kalltr,  Pendleton;  William  Kahler  and  Patrick 
Leonard,  Lockport;  Robert  Lutze,  Wilson;  William  Mc- 
.M.isier,  Homer  Moore,  Joseph  Moffat  and  James 
.Mit’irath,  Lockport;  Jehial  Moore,  Youngstown;  Van 
Rensselaer  Perry  and  George  . Post,  Ransomville; 
Charles  Reynolds,  John  .Stewart  and  Daniel  Stowell, 
Lockijort;  Julius  Turner.  Wilson;  Michael  'I'har.ev, 
Llenry  Woodcock  and  Abram.  G.  Wendall,  Lockport. 

In  Company  II  there  were  of  Niagara  county  men: 
Third  corporal,  Joseph  'P.  Car\-,  of  .Suspension  Bridge: 
fourth  ci'rporal,  Getirge  W . Phillips,  ol  Niagara  Falls;  and 
the  following 

PRiv.i  ri.s: 

Bartholomew  15.  ISenson,  Youngstown ; James  I5rewster, 
Ni.igara  Falls;  Calvin  ('ary,  Lewiston;  Gaines  B.  Cl.ipp 
•imi  I.imes  Caffcrlv,  Sus]>ension  Bridge;  Edwin  Ede. 
Ni'g.ir.i  falls;  l.dwi'i'd  (irccn.  ll.;r\ev  ('iarii,,'r. 
kii  h.ird  lle.ilh,  ,ind  .Muhael  llo\.  .'suspension  bridge; 

Ah  is  llewiti.  Tusrarora;  (.'h.irles  Kline,  l.ewiston; 
Lillies  Kelly,  Niagar.i  F:ills;  John  Kellv,  Suspension 
bridgi.';  '1  liDiiKi'-  King,  Ni.ig.ir.i  f alls;  John  l.awtem  e. 


Albert  Ladroot,  and  \Villiam  Massey.  Siispensimi 
Bridge;  Edward  McManis,  Niagara  Falls,  killed  a.t 
F'rederif  ksburg.  Va.,  Aug.  13,  1S62  ; John  Mi  - 

Cabe,  Suspension  l;5ridge  ; 'Lhomas  Ncedh.am,  Niayar.i 
Falls;  Israel  Patterson  and  Frederick  C.  Stephens,  Sus- 
pension Bridge;  Robert  Thompson.  Niagara  Falls;  lol.n 
West,  Lewiston:  Joseph  Salmon  and  ^\’illiam  H 
Sperry,  Niagara  Falls. 

Comiianv  1 included  second  sergeant  William  Robert- 
son, Susjiension  Bridge;  third  sergeant,  Patruk  |n\ee, 
Niagara  Falls  ; and  the  following  privates  : Thotn.i-. 

Foley,  John  W.  Green,  Matthew  Hardegan.  Daniel  Sliee- 
han,  John  Sheehan,  and  FIdward  Williams — .ill  of  Loi  k- 
port.  Lewis  Kittleman,  Royalton,  enlisted  Feb.  13.  iS6a, 
dschd  June  9,  1865,  belonged  to  Company  K. 

The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  Le  Roy,  remaining  there 
till  .s[)ring.  From  there  it  went  to  New  York,  and  staid 
ten  days,  and  then  to  Washington.  After  staying  at 
Washington  one  week  it  moved  to  Ale.xandria  and  camped 
there  for  three  weeks.  It  was  afterwards  encamped  at 
Catlett’s  Station  several  weeks,  and  finally  ordered  to 
General  McDowell’s  corps.  The  first  battle  was  at  Cedar 
iMountain. 

THE  132nd  INFANTRY. 

Company  G,  of  the  133d  regiment,  raised  principalh  in 
New  York  city,  and  organized  there,  contained  upw:irds 
of  thirty  Niagara  county  men,  all  enrolled  at  Suspension 
Bridge,  and  Company  D three,  enrolled  at  Lewiston.  The 
list  follows: 

OFFICERS. 

First  sergeant,  John  Logan;  second,  William  A.  C. 

I Ryan;  third,  Llenry  Smith;  fourth,  William  Rea;  fir>t 
1 corporal,  Robert  Harris;  second,  James  Goss;  third,  John 
' Brennan;  fourth,  Andrew  H.  Oswald. 

PRIVATES: 

William  Blodgett.  Stephen  Concklin,  Charles  Devinger. 
j John  Dailey,  John  Dillon,  John  Filmore,  ^\'illiam  H 
Fleming.  Robert  Gibson,  William  Galh.nvay,  George  S 
Hnskill,  Hiram  N.  Floag,  EzraLanden,  William  Meadows. 
Patrick  Mitchell,  John  Murjihy,  Joseph  Maroney.  Mi<  n.u ' 
Reynolds,  John  Rogers.  Jeremiah  Sullivan  William 
Stephenson,  John  W.  Watts,  George  Garlow,  j.uo'' 
Hewitt,  Peter  Terry. 

'I'he  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  October  gtii. 
1862.  and  mustered  out  June  29th,  1865.  It  particip.ttcd  n 
the  b.ittles  of  Blackwater,  Franklin,  Pol!o<  k\  ille.  .''tiee:  ' 
Ferry,  New'iern,  ^\’hite  ( 'ak  Creek,  P.Iountb  MilL.  IF’, 
chcllor's  Creek,  Jackson's  Mill,  .kouthwot  Cree's  .ml 
Kinston. 

THE  ibgtit  INFANTRY. 

Phis  !e:„iment  was  made  up  of  companies  r.iis;  1 ^ 

I counties  of  Niagara,  tble.ins.  New  \'oik.  Kin,„'.  f b ■ 

1 ,St.  1 .aw  ren<  k‘.  It  w.is  ore-inized  at  New  York,  mu-tv 
' in  No\ember  191I1,  1S62.  and  mii'-tered  out  jiil\  v . 
1803,  wh.en  oiil\  two  men  of  ciunjuin'  B wva 


IIISroRV  OF  NIAr.ARA  COL'N  l’Y.  Ni:w  NORK. 


si.T\  i(  0.  lti  rci  oi'il  w a^  a i^ood  one;  it  in  the 

battles  of  Suffolk, lllaekw a ter,S|)ottsy Ivan ia,Tolo]iotomo\', 
Cold  llarlior.  l’eter>hu tl;.  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  l!ot- 
toni.  Ream’s  Station  and  llo\(ltouii  Road,  ('onijiany  l> 
w.is  r.iisiil  in  Niae.ira  and  ('rltans  counties,  by  Ca|it.im 
W ilium  Maioiii'v.of  l.oc  kport,  and  contained  the  tollow- 
iiyo  men; 

OKKICKKS. 

Ca|itain.  William  M.ironeS’,  I.ockport;  first  sergeant, 
lolm  R\an.  I.oikport;  second,  Patrick  Sulluan.  Lock- 
port;  fourth,  M.  |.  Ifool.in,  I.oikport;  fifth,  [ohn  I'.iigan, 
l,o(k|iort;  lirst  i orportd,  .Miih.iel  .Mctlralh,  [iickiiort; 
second,  I' ram  is  W illiams,  I.oi  kport;  third,  Peter  Mon- 
ahan, Somerset;  fourth,  John  .Steel,  I.ockport;  fifth, 
Martin  I\olan,  Lock|)ort;  se\enth,  Dennis  Cary,  Lockport, 
eighth,  Ivdward  ( t’N’eil,  T,ock|im'l. 

PKlV.aTKS. 

Philip  Burns,  Xewfane,  enlisted  Aug.  23,  1S62,  killed 
at  Cold  Harlior,  Va;  Oeorge  Baker,  Lockport  ; James 
Bradley,  I.ockport;  d'homas  Corrigan,  Newfane,  enlisted 
.Aug.  23,  1862,  mstd  out  in  Aug.,  1865;  Daniel  Connolly, 
.Somerset;  John  Dunnigan  and  i’atrick  Doolan,  Lockport; 
Horace  Every,  Somerset;  John  Ellarei  and  Mii  hael  Fox, 
Lockport;  Alichael  Finnegan,  Xewfane;  John  Carrity, 
William  ('deason,  James  Hickey,  Patrick  IHlaml,  'Phomas 
Hornsby,  .Matthew  Hardigan  and  Patrick  Kane,  L,ock- 
{)0rt;  Thomas  Kerrigan,  Xewfane;  John  Kingston,  Lew- 
iston; James  Kinsler,  Lockport;  Richard  Kingand  James 
Lunneen,  Loi  kport;  James  Meagher  and  Patrick  Mona- 
han, Somerset;  Thomas  Mahar,  Xewfane,  enlisted  Aug. 

23,  1862,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor;  Patrick  Meagher,  Somer- 
set; 'Phomas  .Meagher,  Xewfane;  John  A.  .Mc.Mlister, 
Michael  McMahim  and  Daniel  .McCrath,  Lockjiort; 
Charles  Maguire,  Xewfaire,  enlisted  July  i,  1863,  killed 
at  Suffolk,  Va,  in  1863;  .Andrew  Rea,  Jeremiah  Reardon, 
Robert  Shortley  aifd  Martin  Shine,  Lockport;  William  i 
d'racy,  Somerset;  John  W'elch  and  John  W’illiams,  Lock- 
])ort. 

i 

THE  17STH  IX FAX  PRY.  , 

In  Company  .V  of  this  regiment,  which  was  raised  in 
the  county  of  Xew  York,  were  three  Xiagara  countv  men, 
vi/.;  Riley  P.  Buttrick,  James  Dow  and  Joseph  Motter- 
shed.  'Phe  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  from 
June  1 8th  to  ('ct.  17  th,  1863.  It  w;is  mustered  out  .\prtl 
2nd,  i80().  It  was  engaged  in  the  IcUtles  of  Fort  De  Russv, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Xachitoches,  Coultersville,  Kane  Riser, 
.Mexandrt.i.  Mosire’s  Plantation,  Chambers's  Pl.'ntation, 
.M.irk.ss  ille  Prairie,  N’ellow  B.is  ou,  I ,ake  (.'hicot,  1 lurrii  ;me 
t’reek,  Franklin  and  Nashsille. 

'PHF.  i7piit  I\F.\X'PRW 

in  this  regiment,  which  w.is  r.Used  in  the  counties  ol 
Chemung.  Fade,  Steubeti,  I'ioga  and  Pompkins.  there  w.is 
,ils()  a stuall  represent. ilion  of  N iag.ira  county  \olunteeis,  ; 
as  follow  s; 


Ci'\ii'.\NV  — 'Pimothv  W.  Buckland,  .\lmeron  C.  How- 

ell and  John  M.irshall. 

CoNfi’.XNV  C. — W'illi.un  Doharty  and  Craharn  Crawford, 
Xiagara;  ('harles  IF  I log  in  .ind  Charles  F.  Hagar,  Roy- 
alton;  Mich.iel  Rellev  .md  Duncan  Mi  Kay,  .Xiagara. 

Co\tt>.\NV  D. — John  P.  .Atchworth,  I.ewdston;  .-Vrthur 
P.  Powell,  Lockport. 

CoMt’ANV  F. — Karl  Freilerick,  Wheatfield;  John  Riley, 
Porter;  Ceorge  .\.  /.immerman,  Royalton,  enlisted  J une 
8,  1863,  dschd  Mch.  20,  1865. 

CoMi  IF — Phomas  C.'airns.  Xiagara;  .Abraham 

Isber\,  I.oikport;  Fr.mcis  Fmett,  Xiagara;  Henry  .Mil- 
ler, W luaitlield;  lleur\  Maxwell  and  James  N'oung,  Xi.ig- 
ara. 

'Phe  regiment  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Petersburg, 
Weldon  Railroad.  Poplar  Spring  Drove  and  Hatcher's 
Run. 

THE  187  rn  IXFAXTRY. 

'Phis  organisation  was  made  up  principally  of  men  from 
Erie,  Chautampia  and  Cattaraugus,  and  was  organized 
at  Buffalo,  to  serve  one  year.  It  was  mustered  into  the 
i service  in  ( 'ctober,  1864,  and  mustered  out  in  July,  1865. 
'Phe  muster-rolls  on  file  in  the  Xiagara  county  clerk  s 
office  show  it  to  have  included  .\nthony  Wesser,  Xiagara, 
in  Com'pany  C;  John  IF  Smith,  Lockport,  in  Company  E, 
and  t_he  follow  ing  members  of 

CDMi’.aNY  G; 

Henry  .Ames,  ^Vilson;  Peter  Erocklehurst,  Xiagara; 
Charles  Bennett,  I.ewdston;  John  Bugbee  and  .Alexamler 
H.  Clark,  Lock])ort  ; James  Demiisey,  Porter  ; J.imes 
Downing,  Xiagara  ; Jose[>h  A.  Dersey,  Manly  Fox,  and 
Jose[)h  Ciibbs,  Lockport  ; Lorenzo  Hill,  Wilson;  John 
Haskins,  Royabon;  Monroe  Haskins,  Lockport;  Henry 
Hall.  Somerset;  Harrison  Harvard,  Wilson;  Simms  King. 
Lockport;  Frank  Lily,  Roy;ilton;  James  Morrow,  Porter; 
John  Marshall,  Wdlson  ; Joel  AIcCall,  Royalton  ; Ceorge 
.A.  Otis,  Lockport  ; Chauncey  C.  Robinson,  Wilson  ; 
Ceorge  S|)orbeck,  Lockport;  Charles  Smith.  Royalton; 
Francis  .M.  Shell),  and  Samuel  .Smith.  Lockport;  illiam 
O.  Webster,  .Somerset;  Cottreil  Weiler,  and  L.  . \’.m 
SIvck,  Lockport. 

'Phe  primipal  engagement  in  wliiidt  this  regimen*  jiar- 
tic’))ated  was  at  Hati  her’s  Run. 

'PHE  194  1 11  IXF.AX'PRY. 

Phis  regiment  was  org.mized  at  Elmira,  to  '•erve  one 
and  three  vears.  'Phe  comp.inics  ol  which  it  wa^  com- 
posed were  raiscal  in  the  counties  ot  Xi.igar.’.  Chemung. 
C.ites,  .\llegan\-.  Senei  a,  Ontario.  ( inon.daga.  ami  C.ut.ir- 
agus.  It  w mstd  in  from  l ebru,ir\  to  .\pril,  iMps.  f 'n 
the  3rd  of  .Mav,  lotiq.  without  ever  hav  ing  left  the  St.i'.e. 
It  w;'s  mu-'ieivi!  o',;t  in  ,u  oril.im  e wall  oi  Fe  - o,  -i  . 
\\  ,U'  1 >el  .'.rolKl.C 

Comp.inv  C of  this  reeiment  was  from  Xiagara  couniv, 
and  i oiisisted  of  the  follow  ing  men.  all  enroiieil  .'t 
1 .ockport ; 


r 


I 

•j 


( 

'i; 


I'i'ii 


j.  V 


pi 


i 

'5 


|:i 

N 


.1 

Ji: 


, nt. 


"'  ^ / ‘(fl't  I I 

I "if  J.-f,  ; 


4 •;*«.■»  ■•^■■■.  , 

f i,|i  ^ if  /jrKt  h li'in  «|}  ,’i 

••:■  '"'  * - J ' ><ifiv.lnjwj 

• ’ ■’>  (<|/f>  II-'  ,4,  .(■'/I  tfj«0 

’ V -I,,,  M j 1 ‘Tif./jX 

‘ - • ••'  In  I irll  'l  -i  ^ 

■ . ' ■•  ■ r fill  f/. 

' . . U /III  irni 


'M,  1 


.- 1 


-H  1 


1 1 

l'  ' 


M 


-i 


» 1 


:■  if)'’  ij!  „• 

if >i  .VTlt.'firjff .)  ', "i#- 

'j-'l  ■ n.'  iip  i;  ii.n'r. 

v»TU/i!  /:/:  ‘t. 


I’HK  i.’iH  AND  19TH  HA'ri'KKIKS. 


[nil!!  Adams,  Ali)ort  Anderson,  John  I5erlet,  William 
Hell,  Harlow  Hartholt,  Charles  Helan,  James  Barrett,  Aus- 
tin K.  Bigelow.  Hiram  He  vans,  Edward  Birmingham,  , 
Kiiene/er  Hirmineham,  Adolpli  t'atnoir,  Samuel  Center,  1 
lol'.n  ( lark,  |ohn  Coidoii,  Ja(ol)  Chase,  Robert  Cleland,  ' 
John  Clere,  Charles  Carr,  1‘erry  M.  ('ottrell,  Charles 
Dovle,  Joshua  Da\is.  Willi. im  Hixon,  Chapin  Davy,  | 

Ch.irles  Duteher.  John  lalmonds,  I.egnon  Erlgeng,  Luther  j 

M.  Finn,  F rederick  l''onea,  Ceorge  Fuller,  Thomas  }•  lack, 
William  R.  C.illings,  Michael  (lorman,  James  (Gregory,  I 
Charles  (iiien/ler,  Joseph  Howard.  Melvin  C.  Hawley;  ! 
I'.lias  Hori'man.  Alinon  Cdena,  John  Hoffman,  Almo  B. 
Hixson.  James  W.  Jones,  Patrick  Katon,  Ole  Kragering,  j 
Joseph  Kelly,  Patrick  Lennon,  James  Lewis,  John  Mar- 
tin, Joseph  Mur[)hy,  William  H.  McKimm,  William  F. 
Munn,  Henry  Minett,  Henry  Moore,  George  Man/.ier, 
John  McIntyre,  Samuel  Xelson,  George  O’Canrh,  FAlward 
I’arker,  Henry  I’ansier,  Timothy  Ray,  'I'homas  Ryan,  ; 

Thomas  Riley,  Joseph  Reed,  Corey  Smith,  William  Stone,  | 

John  Thompson,  (feorge  H.  Thompson,  John  R.  'I'ibbets, 
George  Wheeler,  John  Wheeler,  Peter  Ostrander,  Alfred 
Roberts,  Samuel  'Penny,  Peter  Neason. 


CHAPTER  XXXVH. 


■fWKI.FTH,  MNETKEXTH,  SE  VF  N'TF.EXT  H AND  TWKNTV- 

F I F 1 H 1;  A T T E K 1 F,S F ( ) U R F F.  E N F H A R F 1 1 , 1 . E R F ( » W N 

RECORDS. 


^^LTHOUGH  the  rath  battery  was  organized  at 
Albany,  by  Captain  William  H.  Ellis,  of 
Troy,  there  was  in  it  a frdr  sprinkling  of  Xiag- 
ar.i  county  “ boys.”  The  battery  entered 
into  the  service  January  14th,  iS6a,  for  three 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  its  term,  in  accord- 
ance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  the 
original  members  were  mustered  out,  and  the  battery, 
( oinposed  ot  \ eterans  and  recruits,  retained  in  the  ser- 
vice until  June  14th,  1S65,  when  they  too  were  mustered 
out.  The  career  of  the  lath  was  an  e\entfid  one,  it  being 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Petersburg.  Ream’s  Station, 
Keliy’s  h'ord.  Mine  Run.  Xorth  ,\nna,  Tolopotomov  and 
Cold  Harbor.  'I'hose  who  eidisted  in  this  org.ini/ation 
from  .Xiagara  county,  are  mentioneil  in  the  following  list  ; 


OFUCKKS, 


h irst  lientena.nt,  Walter  Shaw  , Xew  fane,  enlisted  ( >ct. 
7,  1S61,  honora,bl\  dschd  .Mch.  41,  iShg;  orrlerK  sergeant, 
h.lij.di  Ewing,  .Xewfane,  enlisted  in  .\ugust,  i.SPi,  mstd 
out  with  regiment;  sergeants,  Rolliri  G.  Steele,  Xewfane; 
(Riirge  itiitw.iter.  'x’ewf.me,  enlisted  ( h t.  it,  i.Rdi,  mstd 
out  I )ei  . I (;,  i.S()y  ; c(,rpnr.iU,  William  T.  .Slocum,  C.rm- 
bri.i;  Cii.iries  Frink,  W ilson  ; M.itiiii.is  Hoffm.in,  Hart- 
land;  bugler  Ch.irles  11.  Newell.  Xewi.ine,  eniisterl  Oi  t. 
r a,  iSr»t.  nistd  out  July  at,  i.St)^  ; c.trpenter.  hdiiah 


ifu 


Dodge,  Xewf.ine.  enlisted  -Vug.  iS,  1862,  dschd  Aug. 
1864. 

PRIVATES. 

\Viliiam  H.  .\nderson,  Xewfane;  Charles  D .\\crv. 
Xewfane,  enlisted  Xov.  20,  tS6i,  mstd  out  June  17, 
1865;  John  .\driance,  Wilson;  .Alvin  .Austin,  H.trtl.'.nd ; 
Franklin  Brown,  [..ockport;  Lester  W.  Piabcock,  Somer- 
set; .Vsahel  Brown.  Xewfane,  enlisted  Dec.  to,  is6i. 
mstd  out  June  14,  1865;  John  M.  Clark.  Somerset;  (.’yr 
.A.  Deming,  Xewfane,  enlisted  Xov.  20,  1861.  m'td 
out  June  17,  1S65;  Pliram  .A.  Folsom,  Xewfane,  enlistee. 
Oct.  7,  1S61,  rnstd  out  April  25.  1865;  Ch.irles  t' 
Gregory,  Xewfane;  .Arnold  Harris,  Wilson;  Henrv  Kh; 
ncy,  Xewfane,  enlisted  Oct.  7,  1861;  promoted  to  corpor.-.!, 
prisoner  eleven  months,  mstd  out  June  14,  1865;  G i.. 
vus  Ah  Kendall,  N'ewfane,  enlisted  Oct.  it,  1S61,  d><  ltd 
.March  27,  1S63;  Peter  Krupp,  enlisted  Oct.  to.  1861.  and; 
served  three  years;  John  King,  Xewfane;  John  H.  Lew  :>. 
Xewfane.  enlisted  Oct.  12,  1S61,  mstd  out  Dec.  19,  1864; 
.Abraham  Liddle,  Xewfane.  promoted  to  first  lieutenant; 
Jes.se  Lefever,  Xewfane,  enlisted  in  October,  1861,  m-td 
out,  re-enlisted  and  died  Xov.  16,  1864;  Joseph  Lew:-. 
Xewfane,  enlisted  Xov.  20,  1861,  mstd  out  June  r;,  1S65; 
John  Muloi,  Cambria;  .Andrew  Marquot,  Hartiand;  Peter 
Xerber,  Frederick  Odiron  and  Patrick  O'Brien,  Lockpo’-t: 
Xicholas  Parton,  Hartiand;  AVilliam  Shaver,  Hartiand; 
John  Tyler,  Royalton,  enlisted  Xov.  30,  1861,  dschd  Jur.c 
26,  t8o5;  F.liiah  Talcott,  Somerset;  Ale.xander  Thomp- 
son, Xewfane;  Zenas  Tracy,  Xewfane;  Ira  E.  Thomp- 
son. Xewfane,  enlisted  Oct.  7,  1861,  mstd  out  June  17. 
1865;  Cornelius  C.  Tice.  Xewfane,  enlisted  in  Xovember. 
1861.  mstd  out  Alarch  21,  1S62;  Charles  A'an  Horne, 
Xewfane,  enlisted  Oct.  7,  i8di,  and  served  three  year.-  • 
Wentsvorth.  Xewfane;  Henry  W.  Wright,  Xewfane.  en- 
listed in  October,  i86i,  died  at  home  April  5.  1865. 

XIXETEEXTH  IXDEPEXDEXT  BATTERY. 

It  was  in  1S62,  during  the  darkest  hours  of  the  rebel- 
lion, that  the  19th  independent  battery  of  artillery  w ls 
organized.  Fresh  s.acrifices  had  been  made  on  the  fie'.d' 
before  Richmond,  and  the  President  had  issued  an  im- 
mediate and  imperative  demand  for  300,000  more  men. 
50,000  of  whom  were  to  be  raised  in  Xew  A'ork.  '!  ’...' 
was  in  July,  when  the  harvest  fields  were  whitening. 
farm  laborer  was  hard  pressed  and  help  was  at  a premm:... 
The  abstract  idea  of  soldiering  presented  no  attract:' 
ami  all  things  considered,  the  ajipeal  could  only  be  m u'.  • 
to  patriotism. 

( )n  the  (ph  day  of  .August,  while  the  cal!  yet  ,’.w  ' 

response,  C.iptain  Willi. im  Stahl,  of  l.oikport.  m.uie 
initial  endeacorto  raise  142  men  to  do  si.rMcc  u:.t.' ' 
comm.md  and  under  the  above  mentioned  title.  IP  ■ 
the  dis(  iiur.n.,ements  under  whic  h he  labored,  ih.e  le.  ■' 
of  Se['tember  found  him  in  ccunm.ndi  ‘'  1 
ward  ot  I JO  of  w hom  were  stardv  f.  :mer-.  I 
regul.Uions  idlowcal  him  c<nly  142  men.  and  t!.'  : ■ 

cess  were  by  audiority  transferred  to  other  ('rg.m.  ” 

1 mmedi.itely  foliowing  its  form.iticm  the  b.ilterc  " 
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HISTORY  OK  NlAC.AlvA  COUN'IA',  NI’A\  \'OIH< 


iMiniK-il  on  iIk'  lair  grounds  in  l,ock|)ort  about  two 
months.  (An  the  e\ening  ot  October  23d  tlie  bra\e 
fellows  bade  their  friends  adieu  and  left,  rut  Rochester, 
for  W'asliington,  w here  they  went  into  ( amp  of  instriu  tion 
and  remained  dnringtlie  winter. 

During  this  time  they  were  offn  ered  by  Captain  d- 
liam  II.  Sllial,  l irst  l.ieiitenant  halward  W.  Rogers,  and 
Second  l.ieutena.nt  I’elcr  .NbC.raw,  all  of  I.orkport  The 
eventful  ( arer  r of  the  b.ittery  ( ominenced  m April,  1S63, 
when  it  was  sent  to  Suffolk,  Virginia,  to  reinforce  the 
fort  es  under  Ceneral  Keck,  wiio  were  holding  that  place 
when  its  cajiture  was  attempted  by  tlie  rebels  under 
General  l.ongstreet.  It  partii  ipated  in  several  of  the 
actions  in  that  siege  and  in  the  pursuit  of  l.ongstreet,  who 
in  May  fell  back  and  abandoned  the  attempt.  Up  to 
this  time  the  battery  suffered  the  loss  of  but  one  man. 
Its  services  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign  were 
of  a promiscuous  order.  Captain  Stahl  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1S63,  of  fever,  near  Washington,  and  the  command  of 
the  battery  was  assumed  by  Lieutenant  Rogers. 

'I’he  battery  encam[>ed  near  Washington  for  the  winter. 
April  271I1,  1864.  it  broke  camp  and  marched  with  the 
9th  corps.  General  IJurnside’s,  to  join  the  .Army  of  the 
I’otomac.  I'l’he  9th  corps  held  the  Orange  and  Alexan- 
dria Railroad  until  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  commenced 
its  advances,  when  the  railroad  was  abandoned  and  the 
corps  made  a forced  march  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac in  its  attac  k upon  Lee),  (bi  May  5th  the  battery  and 
its  corps  crossed  the  Rapidan  river  and  joined  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  while  it  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  The  19th  battery  participated  in  the  whole 
of  that  terrible  campaign,  which  commenced  May  5th, 
1864,  and  terminated  with  the  surrender  of  Lee  April 
9th,  1S65.  It  was  engaged  in  many  fierce  struggles,  not 
only  suffering  severe  loss  but  enduring  long  continued 
and  unremitting  privation  and  hardship.  Peing  placed 
in  a much  e.xposed  position  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania, 
it  was  charged  by  a rebel  brigade  with  desperate  energy 
and  determination.  Its  support  consisted  of  only  one 
small  regiment  115  strong.  The  rebels  charged  almost 
to  the  very  muz/'les  of  the  jiieces,  but  the  sturdy  sons  of 
Niagara  and  Genesee  held  their  guns  and  their  dead  and 
wounded  comrades.  Ctnly  a portion  of  the  batterv 
about  fifty  men  was  engaged  in  this  action,  yet  in  the 
few  minutes  of  this  charge  they  lost  ten  killed  and  eight 
wounded,  (,'f  the  latter  only  two  were  able  to  do  service 
with  the  battery  again. 

The  gallantry  of  the  19th  was  not  unobserved  by  its 
divisiiu'i  and  corjis  commanders,  as  was  e\  idem  ed  in  tlie 
fact  that  its  commanding  officer  was  given  a brevet  of 
major  for  servii'es  on  that  dale.  Again  during  th.e 
siege  of  Petersburg  the  19th  liattery  (.li(.l  its  full  share 
of  active  service,  suffering  loss  daily.  Its  position  was 
( lose  to  the  mine  that  was  exploded  under  a reliel  fort, 
[uly^otii,  1804,  at  which  time  an  assault  wa.s  m.ule  in 
attempt  to  carry  the  defenses  of  Petersburg.  On  th.it 
inenvirable  morning  this  battery  w .is  ste.uliL'  eng.iged 
until  the  assault  was  repulsed.  It  took  jeart  in  mam  of 
tlie  mmenieiits  by  " the  left  think"  in  the  oper.itions  be- 


fore Petersburg,  and  was  engaged  in  the  detense  ot  Port 
Steadman  when  it  was  assaulted  by  the  rebels.  M.ircli 
25th,  1865.  under  command  of  Genera!  Gordon.  In  this 
, attai  k it  ag.im  siiflercd  se\ere  loss. 

I .After  the  sill  render  of  Lee  the  battery  went  to  .\lex- 
! andria.  \ a..  where  it  remained  until  jiine  5th. taking  p.irt 
nie.mtime  m the  grand  re\  lew.  June  8th  it  left  W isliing- 
ton  fell'  Llniira.  where  it  w.is  miistereil  out  and  discli.irged. 
June  16111.1863.  after  nearly  three  years'  serv  ice.  ( >n  the 
battle-tlag  which  the  batterv  bore  through  its  career  arc- 
inscribed  Suffolk.  .Spottsv  Iv ani.i.  North  .\nn.i.  Cold  Har- 
bor, ^Veldon  Railro.ul,  Petersburg  and  Hatv  her's  Run. 

In  the  following  conpiilation  are  given  the  names  and 
places  of  residence  of  those  who  did  service  in  battery  19, 
together  with  rein.irks  showing  w ho  died  or  were  wounded, 

and  who  returned  to  tell  the  story. 

I 

I OFriCKRS. 

I Captain,  William  H.  Stahl,  Lockport,  died  Sept.  15, 
j 1863;  first  lieutenant,  K,dwarvl  M'.  Rogers,  Lockport,  pro- 
i moted  captain  Oct.  23,  mstd  out  June  17,  1S65;  second 
lieutenant,  Peter  McGraw,  Lock[)ort,  dschd  Sept.  29,  1S63; 
first  sergeant,  Henry  J.  J.  Fassett,  Lockport,  dschd  in 
January,  1863;  quartermaster  sergeant.  George  N.  Mc- 
Coy, Lockport,  died  Dec.  9,  1862;  sergeants,  Henrv’  H. 
Moore,  Lockport,  promoted  to  lieutenancy;  Michael 
Long,  Lockport,  promoted  to  lieutenancy;  Gardner  Cor- 
liss, Pendleton,  wounded  and  dschd;  corporals,  ( iratiis 
F.  Pierce,  Lockjiort;  Alvin  1>.  Baker,  Lockport.  deserted ; 
fames  Ricliards  and  Willard  Heath,  Lockport;  John  W. 
Haskell,  Porter;  Lockwood  S.  Sherwood,  Lockport.  kill- 
ed July  29,  1S64;  ^V.  Scott  Hovey,  Xewfane,  enlisted 
I -Aug.  16,  1862.  died  Dec.  8,  1S62,  at  'Washington;  musi- 
cians, Richard  .A.  I'erry,  Porter;  Charles  .A.  Bowen.  Lock- 
port,  deserted  Feb.  S,  1863;  artificers.  Elijah  Dodge, 
Newfane,  enlisted  -Vug.  i8,  1862,  dschd  August,  1S63; 
W.  C.  Beck,  T.ockport. 

PRIVATES. 

I John  -A.  .Ashton,  Newfane,  enlisted  -Aug.  15.  1862,  pro- 
I moted  cor[)oral,  mstd  out  June  13,  1865;  V\'illiani  II. 

; .Atchinson,  Newfane,  enlisted  -Aug.  15.  1862,  nistil  out 
i June  14,  1865;  Hawley  .Abbott,  Pendleton;  Nicholas 

; Bowers,  Pendleton,  dschd  in  .April,  1863;  Werner  P.c-l'm- 

ger,  ^.ockport,  killed  May  12,  1864;  James  P-entvm,  l.o(  k- 
port;  William  d'.  Bush,  Lockport,  died  Nov.  8.  18(12; 
S.  F.  Baylis,  Lockjiort;  I.  Barnes,  Porter;  J.  Bixler.  .\ew- 
fane,  enlisted  -Aug.  14,  1862,  wounded  July  17,  i864,m-'td 
! out  May  26,  1865;  Jacob  Braucker.Ncwfane.  enlisted  Sept. 

' 2,  I 862.  killed  May  1 2,  1 864.  at  S|iotts_vlvania,  V.i;  Ch.irles 

I W.  Peebe,  Newfane;  lohn  Peach.  Lockport;  Ransv'iu  L. 
j Pigelow,  Hartland,  dschd  Dec.,  1863;  Edmond  Brother- 
ton,  Newfane;  \\'illiam  F.  Clark  and  Edward  J.  ( 'adv, 
' Lockport;  William  W.  Clement.  Newfane,  enlisted  Vug. 
^ 13,  1862,  mstd  out  June  13,  1863;  John  VA.  (.'arier,  P «r- 

ter,  died  lulv  20,  i8(>3:  1 imothv'  A'.  L'ox.  1 inkpcr:, 
I woundeel;  Lewis  W.  F.  Cole,  l.oikport;  DeA 'vitt  C.  Col- 

I her,  Newfane,  dschd  Sei't.,  1863;  \\  illi.im  C'oan.  Wilson; 

George  Covle.  l.oikport,  kilkd  in  June..  18(14;  (icorec 
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K.  Diitlon,  Hjitland;  [uli:i  K.  Dechitc,  Porter;  \\  illi.im  | 
A.  Di»ii;4l.i-',  Ni  « fane,  ciili-'led  AtiiX.  16, 1 S6  j.mstd  out  June  I 
1.5.  l•’.d'’.^rd  1 lunkleburger,  Poikport;  (lenr^e  W . 

Iviton,  l.o<  k|Kirt,  ds(  lul  Mi  I1.  S,  f’*tlonion  A.  ^ 

li.uieh,  Ne\\f.use.  enli'led  Aue'.  ij-  ntsti,!  out  June  i 

16.  1SO5;  (’.ource  f-N.ui’.  ITndieton;  Sylvester  Iv-^terly  i 
and  !Ienr\  I,^ m.  I.n*  kji'irt:  W liliaiu  A.  kulier,  1 eiidle- 
ton,  ile-erted;  Dae  id  li.  Prink,  Wilson;  Theron  Good-  I 
sjieed,  Neeefane,  enlisted  Aug.  13.  1S62,  killed  May  12, 
1S64,  at  S|)ot!-'\ Ivam.t,  \ a;  Jesse  (loddard,  Pendleton; 
Joseph  Gohas.  Pendleton,  killed  May  12,  1S64;  George 
Huinphree,  Ilartland;  P'.dwin  A.  Holtman,  Lockport;  j 

.\le\aiuler  ILilstead,  Xewtane,  enlisted  Aug.  15,  1862,  j 
nistil  out  Ju!?e  17.  1865;  John  Hall,  Lockport,  kdled 
.M.iv  12,  1S64;  J.imes  Hill  and  Theodore  O.  Hayne, 
WiLon;  l.oui.s  A.  Halstead,  Xewfane,  enlisted  Aug. 

21),  1.SO2,  dsi  hd  Dec.  24,  1864,  for  disability;  John  .\. 
Hamlin  and  William  H.  H.  Hotchkin,  M'ilson;  James 
H,  Hot!  hkin,  Wilson,  wounded  and  dschd;  Seth  Jill-  | 
son.  Porter;  Willis  Johnson,  N'ewfane,  enlisted  Aug.  ■ 

13,  1862.  promoted  corporal,  mstd  out  June  18,  1865; 

Jesse  K.  Kieffer,  Lockport  ; Ansel  Kayner,  Lockport, 
dschd  in  April,  1863;  George  B.  Kinne,  Lockport, 
woundei.1  and  dschd ; Thomas  Kelly,  Lockport  ; John 
Kelly,  Porter;  Francis  King,  Pendleton  ; Joseph  Kiltz, 
Lockport,  dschd  March,  1865;  Richard  Lansom,  Lock- 
port,  died  Oct.  2,  1863;  Alfred  P.  Lake,  Xewfane,  enlist- 
ed Atig.  19,  1S62,  mstd  out  June  16,  1865;  JohnLanigan, 
Xewfane,  enlisted  P'eb.  22,  1864  ; Andrew  Linck,  Lock-  j 
])ort;  Joseph  Linck,  Lockport,  wounded  and  dschd  ; ' 

D.ivid  O.  Lewis,  N'ewfane,  enlisted  Feb.  22,  1864,  killed 
May  12,  1864,  at  Spottsylvania  Court-house;  John  E, 
Loyd,  Porter;  Daniel  Lehn,  Wilson,  wounded;  Mark 
.Mt  Keit/ie,  Wilson;  Thomas  Muldoon  and  Xarcise  Mon- 
tr.iy,  Loik[)ort;  George  K.  .'Mosher,  Xewfane,  enlisted  ! 

.\iu;.  18,  1862,  mstd  out  June  18,  1865;  Christian  Murr,  j 
Lockport,  died  Sept.  9,  1864  ; Joseph  L.  Morris,  Porter,  I 
dsihd  June  10,  1863;  Joseph  W.  Morris,  Porter,  dschd  j 
June  17,  1863;  Caleb  C.  .McKee,  Xewfane,  enlisted  Aug. 

18,  1862,  mstd  out  June  13.  1865  ; Peter  Morton.  Lock- 
port.  killed  June  2,  1864;  James  Mount,  Pendleton; 
Charles  .Muchaw,  Loc  kjiort  ; John  Mahoney,  Pendleton, 
t.iken  prisoner  ; Harmon  Mover,  Pendleton  ; fames  A. 
-M.trtin,  Xewfane.  enlisted  Aug.  ii,  1862.  mstd  out  [tine 

14,  1865;  James  Morrison.  M’ilson;  James  Moran,  Xew- 
fanc,  enlisted  Sept.  30,  1864;  George  Morrison,  I.ock- 
port;  William  McGorc,  Xewfane,  enlisted  .\ug.  15,  1S62, 
killed  .M.iy  12,  1864,  at  Spotlsvlv.mia.  \'a.;  Edwin  H. 
Xorthroi),  Porter;  Michael  D.mahoe,  Xewfane,  enlisted 
Feb.  22,  1864;  Robert  ( )'Hara.  C.'mibna;  William  F. 
P.irsons,  Wilson  ; ^\’illi.un  D.  Pierc'-,  Newfane.  enlisted 
Feb.  22,  i8()4,  died  July  21,  1S64,  at  Davis  Island,  X.\  . ; 
Willi, un  Roe  and  William  Ri.Poeris,  Lockport;  \\'illi.im 
Rcti  hless,  H.inl.md,  wininded  ami  dschd;  Gideon  Riciu- 
me\i.  r,  \\  lison  ; Clark  .M  Riddle,  1 n-ndlleion,  w'ound.cd, 
tr.iiiNii  ned  to\cUran  ic'crw  ci'i|.s  m 1804,  mstd  out 
.\ug.  23,  i.''05;  J.inuo  RolTiiis,  .Newf.iue,  enlisted  Aug, 

29.  i8t>3;  Ephraim  Robinson,  I.oiki'ort,  dischd  Mch.  9. 
18(13;  Jolin  Rci  tor,  Ikudleton,  wounded;  Frederick 


I 

Si  hur/,  Lockport,  died  Seiit.  4,  1863;  Christian  Schurr 
and  Gli.irle.  .\,  Smith,  Lockport;  C'hauncew  Stone  ami 
Joseph  I!,  Slone.  I.ewislon;  Seymour  Stace,  H inland,; 
I'homas  Turner,  Porter;  .\lbert  'I'alcott  and  Philip 
Xorman,  I.ockjiort;  ( )rmel  X'alentine,  Hartlaml;  Philij 
S.  \\  illi.uns,  N'ewfane,  enlisted  Aug.  15,  1862,  mstd  out 
June  13,  1865  ; George  H.  Weaver,  Pendleton,  killed; 
Daniel  ^\'ertmatl,  Pendleton,  dschd  in  March,  i.'o;  ; 
Sheldon  M.  \\'eatherbee  and  George  ^\'eatherbee,  1, 01  k- 
[lort;  Delevan  C.  Waters,  Lockport,  died  in  hos'iit.il; 
Nimrod  ^\'hite.  Lockport,  died  September,  1863;  I rank 
lin  /.immerman,  Lockport. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  men  who  were 
not  original  members  of  the  battery  but  joined  it  during 
the  service: 

Theodore  D.  Flallet,  Charles  H.  Stocking,  David  Shei  - 
ard,  George  H.  I'uitc,  Adelbert  Thomiison,  .\r:hiir 
Thompson,  William  Hepner,  G.  R.  FLiwkins,  Jacob  D 
Irish,  John  Jameson,  Filias  Kelsey,  John  Florn,  fonn 
Lanagan,  Henry  Lord,  Thomas  Mahoney,  Charles  Mil- 
ler, Jacob  Moore,  Isaac  Martin,  Nelson  Matteson.  Orrm 
Mills,  E.  Mills,  W.  Mills,  R.  Xorthup,  Michael  O’ Dono- 
hue, Charles  Pletcher,  Joseph  Rogers,  Robert  G ’>Viisur.. 
Michael  King,  John  Murray,  Jared  Goodrich,  David  ( i. 
Lewis,  William  D.  Pierce,  J.  WTsley  Johnson,  Jeremiah 
Everhart.  Of  these  Michael  O'Donohue, Charles  Pletcher. 
Joseph  Rogers,  Robert  G.  AVilson,  Isaac  Martin.  John 
Lanagan,  Elias  Kelsey,  John  Jameson,  Jacob  D.  Ir;>’'i 
and  William  Hepner  are  known  to  have  gone  from 
Niagara  county. 

In  addition  to  these  there  were  many  men  who  liid. 
duty  with  the  battery  by  being  detached  from  other 
organizations  to  fill  its  depleted  ranks.  For  instance, 
at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  a detachment  of  twent\  -fu  . 
men  from  a heavy  artillery  regiment  was  ordered  to  t’m. 
battery  to  take  the  place  of  the  men  lost  in  that  bait';.' 
It  should  be  added  that  the  detachment  did  good  servic, 
w'ith  the  19th  during  most  of  thee  ampaign  of  1S64,  .ind. 
lost  many  of  its  number,  killed  and  wounded. 

S E E X r E E X T H P, ATT E R V. 

Phis  battery  was  organized  in  Lockport,  but  raiseil  ir 
Orleans  county  by  Captain  George  J.  Anthony.  It  w.-- 
mustered  into  service  August  27th,  1862,  ai.d  numteri.  ; 
out  June  i2tii,  i8(')5.  Its  ranks  included  from  Xia_.i.  ^ 
county  John  Xorntille,  Anthony  T.  Weaver  and  .\lar.>'  ■ 
Kimball,  of  Lockport.  and  from  Royalton:  F'ranklin  is 
.'Vxtell,  enlisted  .Vug.  22nd.  1862,  dschd  June  12. 

Silas  J.  I'llnn,  enlisted  Sept.  lo,  1864,  dschd  June  12. 
1865;  .Murdo  -McDonaid,  enlisted  .Vug.  26.  1802.  li' 
in  June.  1865. 

FOURTEENTH  ARTILl  FRY. 

This  regiment  was  r.tiscd  in  th.c  counties  of  X-  w 
(Jiieiuts  .Mill  F.iie,  .uid  w.i-n  organized  at  .N'e"  V ' ■ 
to  seine  thia-e  yciM's.  It  w.is  nv.isterei!  into  v,r\ a ; '■ 

Xovciuber  2.pli.  i8(>2,  to  Inly  8th,  1S03.  .Vu.,  ; t 

i8()3.  ii  w.is  lormeil  into  a but.tlion  of  six  ciuir 
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which  were  consolidateil  with  the  Eighteenth  New  \ ork 
cavalry  June  12th,  1865.  In  Company  B of  this  regiment 
therewas  the  following  rejjresentation  from  Niagara 
county: 

OFKICKKS. 

Second  lieutenant.  Charles  A.  \T'ddcr.  Si;s])cnsion 
Bridge;  fdurtli  sergeant.  B.  S.  Fall.  Niagar.i;  third  cor- 
poral. I'homas  H.  Kenderhan,  Niagara;  tourth,  Batrick 
Rineham,  Niagara. 

PRl\  ATKS. 

Lester  Atkin>.  Lewiston;  Jame.s  M.  Abbott,  Joseph 
Carley,  Isaac  L.  Caursen,  William  A.  Dunlap,  Edwin  E. 
Elliott  and  Thomas  Gannon.  Niagara;  George  O.  Bow- 
ley,  Borter;  Charles  Boole,  Lewiston;  Nathan  Smith, 
Borter;  Russell  H.  Titus,  Lewiston;  John  Wiseman,  Ni-  j 
agara;  George  W.  Whittaker,  Borter;  Griggs  Holbrook,  | 
Niagara.  | 

Compan\’  G inchuled  Sergeant  William  Walker,  of  Sus-  i 
pension  Bridge,  and  William  E.  Bhillips,  of  R(;yaltun,  and 
Company  F the  following: 

William  Berryman  and  Cains  Blanchard,  Lockport; 
Willi,am  Berry,  Suspension  Bridge;  'I'homas  Dalton,  Lock- 
port;  Michael  O.  Holleran,  Suspension  Bridge;  — Mc- 
Bherson,  Suspension  Bridge:  Batrick  O'Neil  and  Charles 
Payfair,  Lockport;  Philip  H.  Projjer,  Rovalton,  enlisted 
July  9,  1863.  dschd  in  June,  1865;  W'illiam  Smith  and 
Fldward  Williams,  Lockjiort;  John  Wheeler,  Suspension 
Bridge;  William  Young,  Lockport. 

25th  BATTERY,  LIGHT  ARTILLERY 

'Phis  battery  was  organized  at  Lockport  in  1862,  to 
serve  three  years.  It  was  raised  in  the  counties  of  Niag- 
ara, Orleans  and  Genesee,  by  Cajitain  John  A.  Grow,  of 
Medin.a,  and  mustered  into  the  service  December  12th, 
1862.  It  was  in  the  field  nearly  three  years,  being  mus- 
tered out  August  5th,  1S65.  'Phe  principal  engagement 
in  which  the  battery  took  part,  as  shown  in  the  adjutant- 
general’s  report,  was  at  the  battle  of  Lafourche.  'Phe 
rejiresentation  of  Niagara  count)'  in  the  battery  is  shown 
in  the  following  roll: 

OFFICVRS. 

First  sergeant,  James  P.  Bo\ d,  Lockport;  sergeant, 
Charles  White,  Hartland:  corporals,  .Mien  .M.  Mudge, 
Hartland;  George  O.  Strain,  Royalton.  enlistcl  Sc])t.  i, 
i8t)2.  killed  at  Bie.tsant  Hill,  l,:i.,  .\11ril9,  ’864:  artificers, 
'Phom.i'.  A.  Lusk,  Ibtrth’.nd;  DanielG.  Wa.lter-,,  I,ock]iort; 
Wagoner,  William  H.  Be.t^e.  Hart!. ’mi. 

I'Ki  V A 11.-. 

Ira  M.  Allen  andi  J.  B.  .Viulrew^,  Hartland;  [oseph 
.\nna,  Lockport;  .\lbert  Sentle)'  .iml  William  Brownell. 
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Papworth,  William  W.  Ross,  George  Shorten,  William 
Shorten  and  Henry  .Shorten,  Hartlaitd;  William  Smnh. 
Lewiston;  Philij)  Swick  and  Andrew  B.  Stewart.  I.oi 
port;  Jo,--eph  A.  'I'homas  and  M.  Darwin  William^.  H.;rt 
land;  W'illiam  Wilkinson,  Lewiston;  Henry  VS'aterson. 
Lockport;  Andrew  WeHhcr,  Hartland. 

NEWFANE  AND  ROYAI.TON  RECORDS. 

In  the  town  records  of  Newfane  and  Roy  dton.  whii  h 
have  been  freely  used  in  preparing  the  foregoing  li>t>.  .; 
number  of  men  are  named  who  belonged  to  org.ini/.itu  i-.x 
in  which  this  county  was  so  slightly  represented  tha:  e 

could  not  afford  space  for  their  histories.  Besid.es  tin- 
Newfane.  and  Royalton  men,  therefore,  whose  re<  ord.> 
ajipear  in  their  [iroper  places,  we  have  the  following  \i.I- 
unteers  to  record  ; 

NF.WFANK. 

John  Adams  and  'Phomas  Artis,  6th  cav.,  enlisted  ( 

1,  1864;  Sergeant  Henry  Bailey,  ;th  cav.,  enliste'; 
Sept.  9,  1861,  mstd  out  Mch.  31,  1S62;  Morris  A.  Bailev. 
i2th  inf.,  enlisted  Sept.  3,  1S61,  dschd;  Jeremiah  Babcoi'k. 
1 2th  heavy  art.,  enlisted  Dec.  25,  1S62,  died  in  Salisb.:r\ 
prison, Dec.  22,  1863;  J.  D.  Birdsall,  icth  inf.,  enlisted  J>ec. 

16,  1863,  mstd  out  June  30,  1S65;  Second  Lieuter:.-"- : 
Charles  Wk  Ba.xter;  Corjioral  Joseph  R.  Barrel!,  26th  in’ . 
enlisted  Nov.  7,  1861,  missing  after  the  battle  of  Ced.  - 
Mountain;  'Pheodore  Butcher,  12th  bat.,  enlisted  Dec 
26,  1861,  mstd  out  June  17,  1S65;  Lewis  Brooks,  enli.ste 
Sept.  24,  1S64;  James  M.  Barnum,  6ist  inf.,  enlistetl 
Aug.  4,  1864,  mstd  out  July  20,  1865;  Second  Lieutena-'.: 
Oliver  M.  Campbell,  Co.  M,  8th  heavy  art.,  enlisted  Jan. 
3,  1864;  died  in  Libby  prison,  June  2.p  1S64;  Joh:; 
Dewger,  136th  inf.,  enlisted  Sept.  27,  1864;  Henry  D.r.  . 
49th  inf.,  enlisted  Oct.  i,  1864:  Cah'in  Davis,  6th  inf.,  en- 
listed Oct.  I,  1864;  George  Dorty.  126th  inf.,  enlisted  Me!;. 
II,  1865;  .Ylmon  Gallup,  108  inf.,  enlisted  Aug.  i6.  i<G:. 
dschd  Dec.  9,  1864;  J. A.Glassoway,7th  cav., enlisted  ."e;  :. 
7,  1861,  mstd  out  Mch.  31,  1862;  Martin  Gage,  94th  inf. 
enlisted  in  October.  r86i,  died  May  6.  1865.  at  .Mnwei 
Hospital,  Philadelphia;  (,)wen  Gage,  lathi  bat.,  enli'tc: 
Mch.  18,  1S62,  mstd  out  Mch.  20,  1865;  John  G.itiiev. 
60th  inf.,  enlisted  Aug.  22.  1862,  mstd  out  July  2.'^.  i--  5: 
Serge.int  Da\  id  Ganmer,  Co.  D,  129th  inf.,  enli^ied.  ,\ 

18,  1861,  imisimer  ten  and  a half  months,  m^td  out  1 ::  • 

17,  1865;  Benjamin  Greenfiehl:  F.zra  II  Harw  ;rj.i.  147’ 

inf.;  David  B,  Halstec,  12th  inf.,  enlisted  t'ei'i,  2.  l'''•l. 
mstd  cnit  Sept.  I,  1864;  Charlc"  C.  Hcl-ted.  2m:.  : ' . 

enlisted  Nov.  23,  1861.  mstd  out  in  July  iNhy  ; Ifi';  1 ■ 

! ten. ml  Henrv  B.  Howell.  30th  inf.,  enlistct!  m m 2 

I served  through  the  w ar;  Norton  I lornbeck,  5 ti;  M--ie.>.:'- 
I listeil  Nov.  6. 1 86 1 .dschd  Dec.  3.  i Doi  m.  .1  C. J 
I 7II1  cav., enlistetl  Sept.  9. 1 86  1 .mstd  out  Mch.  3 1 . i 's,'-.' ; J ■ 

^ lones,  .'Stli  heave  '.rt..  eidi'led  g,  i.''6;.  ' ' 

2.  I at  h' c '.in's  St  : t ;on.  v’:;  riiun.'i'-  J'  a,-  ■ 

1 . S.  inf.,  enlisleil  J:m.  2c.  |8|,;.  uisul  o :t  In. 

I lo^’s;  Hir.im  Kelh-y,  toih  c.iv..  enli-terl  J.dv  1.  m 

! lohn  kevsei.  enlisted.  >(  pt.  16,  i8o|;  ('  1 , f ■. 
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7th  c:;iv.,  enlisted  Sept.  9,  1S61,  mstd  out  Mrli.  1S62, 
afterward  in  the  navy;  Marcus  I,afler,  147th  inf,  enlisted 
July  2.S,  mstd  out  [ulv  14.  Seth  M.  I-o\ell. 

140th  inf.,  enlisted  I ulv  23,  1S6;,  prisoner  seven  and  ahalf 
months,  ds(  hd  June  7,  1S65:  tjuartermaster  Jacob  Leon- 
ard, served  two  years  and  a half  in  the  army  and  atter- 
ward  in  the  navy;  Morris  .Manpiet,  loth  veterans,  enli.'.ted 
Jan.  20,  1S63,  ser\ed  twenty  months;  First  Lieutenant 
Philip  Messaroll,  Co.  D,  161st,  enlisted  Aug.  27,  1S62, 
mstd  otit  I une  26.  1S65;  ( )rtlerl\'  -Sergeant  (leorge  Mur- 
ray, Co.  A,  27th  inf,  enlisted  .Mch  12,  1864.  killed  June 
18,  1864,  before  Petersburg;  .Marcus  Mandev  ille  60th  inf., 
enlisted  Sejit.  6,  1862,  mstd  out  July  17,  1865;  James  H. 
Mandeville,  12th  bat.,  enlisted  F'cb.  8,  1864,  mstd  out 
July  3,  1865;  James  .V.  Ma.xwell,  12th  bat.,  enlisted  Se[»t. 

6,  1864;  Cicorge  McClynn,  91st  inf.;  Henry  Miller,  91st 
inf.;  Henry  .Marshall,  6th  col'd;  William  X.  Oxley,  Mich- 
.aelO’Xeil,  91st  inf.;  Milton  Fb  Perigo,  147th  inf.,  enlisted 
July  28,  1863,  mstd  out  July  19,  1865;  James  Porter, 
7th  cav.,  enlisted  Sept.  9,  1861,  mstd  out  Mch.  31,  1S62; 
David  Phillips,  second  lieutenant  12th  bat.,  enlisted  Oct. 

7,  1861,  dschd  Mch  31,  1862:  Fbirle  Pierce,  151st  inf., 
enlisted  .\ug.  13,  1862,  mstd  out  June  29th,  1865; 
\\'illiam  Parker,  7th  cav.,  enlisted  Sept  29,  1861,  mstd  out 
Mch  31,  1S62;  Loren/.o  X*.  Pratt,  bugler,  ist  bat.,  enlisted 
Oct.  14,  1861,  mstd  out  June  26,  1865;  John  Porter,  6th 
U.  S.  col'd;  John  Phillips,  Lawrence  Prentice,  ist  bat., 
enlisted  in  March,  1863,  died  in  hospital  at  Chattanooga, 
July,  26,  1864;  John  (buinn  91st  inf.;  Da\a\l  Rich.irds, 
3.}.th  N.  J.,  died  at  home  on  furlough,  Dec.  26,  1S64; 
Reuben  H.  Redman,  ist  light  art.,  enlisted  .Mch  27,  1S64, 
mstd  out  June,  1S65;  James  Ruling,  6th  U.  S.  col’d; 
First  Lieutenant  W.  J.  Rabo,  Co.  D,  loth  ('av..  enlisted  in 
September,  1861,  killed  at  l>e\erl\'  Ford,  Va,  June  9, 
1863;  Ceorge  Fb  Reynolds,  nav\,  enlisted  .Aug.  29,  1862, 
ds(  hd  Xov.  22,  1862;  Sergeant  W.  Fb  Stout,  Co.  K,  151st 
inf.;  Hugh  M.  Swick,  5th  veteran  cav.,  enlisted  Aug.  i, 
1861,  mstd  out  with  regiment;  Cteorge  S[>encer,  10th  inf., 
enlisted  Dec.  24.  1863,  mstd  out  in  June,  1865;  Charles 
and  James  Smith,  6th  lb  S.  col'd;  John  Slater,  49th  inf.; 
William  H.  Shiefner,  enlisted  Mch  20,  1865,  dietl  at 
Ff art’s  Island,  Xb  V.,  May  6,  1865;  William  Lavlor,  9th 
cav.;  Charles  Van  Horn,  12th  bat.,  enlisted  Oct.  7,  1861, 
served  three  years;  John  Vreeland,  iioth  inf.,  enlisted 
July  5,  1861,  suiuposed  to  have  died;  William  \'reeland, 
I2th  bat.,  enlisted  Xov.  to,  1861,  died  at  home,  .Afiril  13, 
1864;  Levi  \baughan,  Ind.  Co.  35,  enlisted  .Mch.  2,  18^)5, 
mstd  out  in  Ma_\',  1865;  William  Wentworth,  10th  ca\ ., 
enlisted  Aug.  ii,  1862,  mstd  out  .\ug.  30,  1865;  fohn 
Wilson  and  Dennis  White,  6th  lb  .'8.  lol'il. 

RUV.AI.  1 O.N. 

William  Pridgen,  37tli  .art.,  enli'ted  .April  10,  1864, 
dx  lid  June  30.  i8t)5;  Wdll.im  11.  I’irookms,  2nd  cav..  en- 
listed ( )vt.  I,  iStip  (1m  lui  .\ug.  10,  iSij;;  Ceorge  ( '. 

Pugbee,  4<)tii  inf.,  enlisted  In  .\iigust,  1801,  ser\ed  2 
years;  James  .A.  Pugbee,  p/tli  int.,  enlisted  in  .August, 


1S61,  died  in  hospital  in  October,  1S62;  Peter  P.  Purao. 
7th  cav.,  enlisted  Sept.  (2,  1861,  dschd  in  .March,  1862-. 
Corpor.-'l  fames  Compton,  129th  inf.,  enlisted  .\ug.  ;. 
1862,  dschd  Fell.  27,  1865;  James  H.  Cleveland,  iith  inf.; 
Simeon  Corey,  33d  art.,  enlisted  June  9.  1863;  dschd 
June  25,  1865;  John  (.'ongdon,  7th  cav.,  enlisted  Seipt.  9, 
i86i;  dsciul  in  .March,  1862;  Truman  .A.  Dr.tke,  2nd  cav., 
enlisted  Jan.  12,  1864,  killed  in  action  in  June,  !>64: 
Charles  P.  Dutcher,  2nd  cav.,  dschd  in  May,  1865;  .^cr 
geant  Franklin  Dutcher,  enlisted  Oct.  15,  1861,  ser\ed 
three  years;  Milton  .A.  F'ellows,  22nd  cav.,  enlisteai  Xov. 
18,  1863,  dschd  .Ma}'  18,  1S65;  .Albert  Creen,  corjiora!  in 
the  regular  army,  enlisteal  in  June,  1S64;  William  (Irii'iis. 
17th  art.,  enlisted  Se|)t.  10,  1864,  dschd  June  20,  180;; 
James  .A.  Henry,  8th  art.,  enlisted  July  19,  1862,  d-w  hd 
June  5,  1865;  Charles  W.  Harch,  105th  inf.,  enli.^ted  [an. 
14,  1862,  dschd  July  29,  1864;  (.Quartermaster  Serge.mt 
James  Hudnut,  Sth  art.,  enlisted  July  26,  1862,  d>chd  in 
June,  1865;  F'irst  Sergeant  H.  C.  Jennings,  i9t!i  inf., 
enlisted  A[)ril  20,  1S64,  died  from  wounds  .-Vug.  6.  1864; 
William  Jargo,  5th  inf.,  enlisted  in  September,  1862. 
dschd  in  June  1865;  Henry  G.  King,  104th  inf.,  enlisted 
Aug.  6,  1S64,  dschd  July  17,  1S65;  Henry  S.  Ketch  un, 

] 17th  art.,  enlisted  Sept.  10,  1864,  dschd  June  12,  1864; 
I Henry  Faith,  8th  art.,  enlisted  Jan.  5,  1864,  dschd  June 
I 30,  1865;  Sergeant  Watson  C.  McX'all,  (Jo.  H,  151st,  en- 

! listed  Sept.  6,  1862,  dschd  Dec.  21,  1S64;  Martin  Mur- 

' [)hy,  15th  art.,  died  at  home,  Dec.  29.  1S64;  Charles  Mar- 

; tin,  8th  art.,  killed  in  battle  May  9,  1S64;  .Andrew  Xei- 

i son,  8th  art.,  enlisted  in  Januarv,  1864,  wounded  and  sen: 

I to  hospital.  Daniel  and  Samuel  X'erber,  loth  cav,,  ^.-n- 

I listed  in  October,  1S64,  former  dschd  in  June,  1863.  la;t--r 
killed  in  battle  X'ov.  18,  1864;  Rudolph  X'ewnu'da,  ict’n 
inf.,  enlistecF  Jan.  5,  1864,  dschd  June  30,  1865;  Thom.i' 
(.)liver,  151st  inf.,  enlisted  .Aug.  20,  1862.  dschd  July  i. 
1S65;  William  FI.  Phillips,  14th  inf.,  enlisted  Oct.  20,  1861. 
served  three  years;  Henry  Rush,  8th  art.,  enlisted  Jan.  4. 
1864,  died  at  liome,  Xov.  17,  1864;  Christian  and  God- 
frey Rehwaldt,  8th  art.,  enlisted  July  21,  1S62.  former 
dschd  June  5,  1865,  latter  June  29.  1864;  John  Russcl!. 
49th  inf.,  enlisted  in  .Alay,  1862,  died  in  hospital  in  Xow 
I 1863;  Jacob  Stadley,  Sth  art.,  enlisted  in  X’ovcmbt.T.  1 '■,■.3. 
! dschd  Xov.  10,  1S64;  .Alfred  Southwick,  2nd  < uv..  en- 

i listed  Or.t.  13.  1863,  dscl'id  Aug.  10,  1S65;  Sega.:’'.; 

.Michael  Smith,  49th  inf.,  enlisted  in  .August.  i8ot,  d-chc 
in  Mav,  1865;  Charles  H.  Schad.  ist  art.,  enlisted  (At.  .'. 
1 86 1 , dschd  .Ajiril  13,  1864;  Charles  Stock,  Sth  an.,  0 
I listed  in  Julv,  1862,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor;  Henry  Stock. 
; Sth  art.,  enlisted  ( )ct.  .p  1863.  died  in  Libby  ]iri'on;  I 

1 Silsby,  .p;th  inf.,  enlisted  in  August,  i8(n,died  in  ho^j  .; 

Feb.  3,  1863;  Jcilm  1 ).  Silsb\‘.  49th.  inf.,  enlisierl  in  .\u_ 

I 1861,  ds('hd  for  disability;  Caiuain  John  H.  Tinker.  ■ 
cav.,  enlisted  July  13,  1861;  William  H.  Taylor,  n.n  y,  w- 
ILted  .\ug.  27,  iSo.p  ds(  lul  -Aug.  21,  1805;  Frederic  k I : 

tel,  151  s'  mf.,  I nlisicd  .'''cpt.  ;.  1 8r- 2,  lu J ■ . . 

^ Christ,  ijiiicr  j- . Wlilleni'cr...  81'u  art.,  eub-wd  I ■' 

I dsi'hd  .\ug.  22.  1.S6;. 
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THE  CITY  OF  LOCKPORT. 


m.iy  lie  claimed  that  the  city  of  I.ockiiort 
originated  from  a fortuitous  circumstance. 
Considerin;.f  the  natural  features  in  the  jirimi- 
tive  condition  of  its  site  this  may  be  true, 
but  this  fact  would  render  it  more  apparent 
^ growth  and  prosperity  are  the  result  of 

^ industry  and  enterprise. 

In  all  ages  it  has  been  the  pride  of  a city  or  community 
to  j)reserve  a record  of  the  events  associated  with  its 
formation  and  progress.  There  is  always  an  interest  con- 
nected with  the  initial  movements,  and  an  importance 
given  to  the  characters  at  this  primitive  stage  of  action, 
wliich  posterity  is  loath  to  consign  to  oblivion. 

Great  and  ra[>id  changes  fretRiently  take  [ilace  along 
the  highways  cut  for  the  onward  march  of  civllixation. 
The  traveler  upon  his  journey  may  [lass  an  unbroken  and 
secluded  forest  at  one  period,  and  returning  at  a later 
l>eho!d  thereon  a large  and  poi'ulous  city,  replete  with 
the  agricultural  products  of  the  surrounding  districts  and 
rebounding  with  the  continuous  hum  of  its  manufactories. 
This  can  truthfully  be  said  of  I.ockpori,  for  in  less  than 
tliree  score  years  this  vast  and  varied  change  has  been 
effected.  The  primev.il  forest  in  its  solitude  ;ind  gloom 
has  been  removeti.  anil  in  it^  jilace  reared,  lirst  a village, 
and  then  a city  which  has  grown  to  its  present  e.\tent  and 
population. 

It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  a commanding  eminence, 
wuh  wide  streets,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  iieautifully 
ornamented  with  shade  trees.  1 he  dwellings  are  ne.it 
and  rendered  cheerful  and  inviting  by  artiliv  i.d  surrouiul- 
ings,  while  the  huge  granite  manuf.u  turing  establishments, 
standing  boklly  out  upon  the  precipitous  banks  give  the 
citv  a charming  and  picturesque  appear. ince. 

The  location  of  the  Krie  Ganal  thruiigh  the  mount. tin 
ridge  at  tiiis  point  gave  the  lir-.t  impetus  tor  lorming  the 
nucleus  from  which  l.ockport  has  grown,  .iml  that  com- 
meici.i!  arterv,  cvimbmcal  with  the  industry  and  publii' 
uiirit  of  till.'  init.ibitants,  h.is  wrouelit  the  ui.ndrous 
I l'..;n_,e,  and  .ichievcd  for  the  citv  tiie  iiositii.)n  it  now 
holds.  brevious  to  the  location  ot  the  c.inal  the  dense 
forests  had  scarcely  been  tom  hmi  by  the  h.md  of  eivill/a- 
lion. 


'I'he  land  ti[ion  whir  h llie  city  is  iuiilt  was  punhased 
from  the  Holland  Company  by  Issek  brown,  Zeno 
Comstock,  Nathan  Comstock,  Webster  Thorn.  1 t.iniei 
Smith,  David  bink,  .Vlmijn  H.  Millard,  Renlren  Haines. 
Joseph  Otis,  John  Comstock,  Asahel  Smith,  Nathan  H. 
Rogers,  Daniel  ^Va.shburn  and  James  Conkev.  In  iSec 
there  were  but  two  or  three  unfinished  log  houses  ip'On 
the  whole  tract  now  embraced  within  the  city  limits,  .and 
not  a hundred  acres  of  the  land  under  cultivation. 

It  was  early  in  1S21  when  the  commissioners  decided 
upon  the  e.xact  location  of  the  canal  through  the  moun- 
tain ridge,  and  announced  that  they  wc-re  ready  to  receive 
proposals  for  the  construction  of  the  locks  and  the  e.'tca- 
vation  of  the  canal  in  tlie  vicinitv.  Movenaents  for  tl'.e 
commencement  of  the  village  followed  imrnediareiv.  Ti'.e 
owners  of  the  land  at  once  made  arrangements  for  t’le 
sale  of  village  lots.  Among  the  land  proprietor-  at  th.is 
time  was  C)ris  Hatltaway,  who  in  the  spring  of  this  vear 
employed  Jesse  b.  Haines  to  survey  and  map  some  lots. 
While  this  initial  movement  was  yet  in  progress  tile  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  what  name  should  be  given  to  the  ciii- 
bryo  village.  It  was  agreed  to  call  a council  of  the  land 
proprietors  in  the  vicinitv-  to  consider  the  matter.  I'lii' 
was  accordingly  done,  and  Mr.  Haines  pro[iosed  the  name 
of  I .ocksborough  as  one  that  would  i.'orrcctlv  indicate  tiie 
origin  of  the  place.  Dr.  bs.iac  W.  .-^mith  offerevl  an  .uner.-i- 
meiit  propo.sing  l.ockport.  Tiie  merits  of  tlie  f.vd  were 
discus.--ed,  and  the  latter  finally  adopted:  and  tlie 
had  a name,  though  a stranger  woiiUl  have  neeiled  a gu.'le 
to  fnd  it. 

This  w.int  was  in  a measure  supplied  by  K-ek  br-iwn, 
who  about  this  time  opened  liis  unfinished,  log  hoU'C  .i'  a 
tavern.  He  procured  his  license  .it  I.ewiston,  prep.'.’'."- ■''v 
to  opening  his  house  to  the  public,  but  to  lil!  tlie  la  : ■ re- 
meiits  of  the  i.iw  he  must  lirst  h iiigoiit  lii.s  >:en.  1 'i;  e<  t 
this  demand  w .is  not  so  easv  a im.rter  as  mie,!it  be  • .p 
posed:  for.  although  ,it  that  very  time  he  was  b-uMuie. 
bo.ir.l  of  sufticieiit  dimensions  for  .1  sign  w is  n-c.  i ■ 
found,  on  the  premises.  N\'  ,'v  S'..,.,-'''ed 

.111(1  K1  ( I'e/e’-  Mi.\.  .1  o-mpo;e,v(  ,,.:es:, 
attached  to  it  a b isswoiid  boil,  vvim  ii  w.is  p!  ineu  "ii  ' ■ 
tieientlv  sniootli  to  inse'ilu*  upon  it  widi  a |iiv<  e -ii  < - . 

“ l.otkport  Ilotel.  bv  K.  brow  n."  I h.s  w.is  put 


I (>h 


m>ioK\  t)i'  Ni.u,.\u\  (oi'Ni\,  m:\\  \okk. 


!)L‘tuccn  tl'.c  cn(i>  (if  tlio  |ir<)i'j>  tin.j  !■■_.>  of  ilic  [lioiKcr  t.i\  - 
crn.  as  an  aninumi  liik-ii  t,  it  nut  a ;4'ai(lc  to  ilu’  w o.i  ry  i rav- 
L'lcr.  tliat  tl'iI  and  rci ivsIniK-nt''  i onl.;  i.c  i'il'',  ni. 

I'll  I',  1 111  ill  Iliya'  ^to.  M 1 :'il  M lilt  fi  ii'i  s IS  '(!>  u I'^r  oi  I ra:;  : ' -i  r',o!. 
near  Main;  ami  lieinailu--  iujail-i|  arter>  of  i la.  i anal  cun- 
trai  tors  was  for  a short  time  liic  itead  ami  renter  of  the 
new-horn  vilhyne, 

Ca|iitalist>,  always  uatihfiil  ami  ready  to  luinhaso 
wliere  the  |iro^[)eet  ayoears  f'avorahle  to  growili,  w ere  at- 
traeted  to  the  ■'jiot.  and  the  energetie  inenhant  aiul  nie- 
I hanie.  ever  reads  to  loi  ate  where  there  is  [ironiise  of  a 
deiiund  for  their  wares  and  labor,  soon  found  their  way 
to  the  village  site;  and  before  the  suminer  was  past  log 
houses  in  the  course  of  construction  could  be  seen  on 
eitlier  hand  peejiing  out  from  among  the  forest  trees. 
.Morris  H.  Tucker  openetl  a store  during  the  summer. 
'This  was  the  first  in  Tm  kjiort,  and  Mr.  Tucker  gave  to 
the  author  of  the  History  of  the  Holland  Purchase  a 
graphic  description  of  the  [irimitive  state  of  things  at  tliat 
period.  He  re])resents,  among  other  things,  that  “ Jared 
Comstock  and  Esek  brown  were  selling  village  lots  on 
Main  street.  Brown's  land  was  cleared  from  Genesee 
street  to  a little  north  of  Caledonia  street,  and  e.xtended 
from  Pros[)ect  street  to  Transit.  Jared  Comstock’s  land 
was  cleared  from  his  south  bounds  to  the  north  side  of 
Niagara  street.  I’rom  the  north  side  of  Niagara  street 
the  land  of  Comstock  was  uncleared;  and  the  land  from 
the  head  of  the  locks,  around  the  ravine,  embracing  all 
the  lower  town  and  extending  as  far  east  as  the  residence 
of  Judge  Dayton,  was  a dense  forest.”  * * * * 

I brought  with  me  from  Batavia  an  old  stock  of  goods, 
which  I stored  at  Esek  Brown’s  until  I could  build  a 
store.  'There  was  no  store  nearer  than  Hartland  Corners. 
When  it  became  known  to  the  women  that  I had  good 
tea  stored  at  Brown’s,  no  excuse  would  answer;  have  it 
they  would,  and  I was  obliged  to  open  shop.  In  two  or 
three  weeks  1 moved  my  goods  into  a new  framed  store, 
an  imposing  building  at  that  time,  twent_v-f\e  feet  sipiare, 
a story  and  a half  high.  Here  for  several  Viceks  I had 
no  opposition  in  trade.  Soon,  however,  House  N Bough- 
ton  got  their  new  store  finished,  and  l.ebbeus  Fish  brought 
on  goods  from  Batavia,  and  I.ockport  began  to  be  a place 
of  no  little  importance.  'That  summer  the  rattlesnakes 
were  so  numeTous  that  they  occasioned  much  alarm  to  the 
villagers.” 

'Toward  the  < lose  of  i8ji  U illiam  M.  Bond,  a man  of 
speculative  procliv  ities,  came  from  New  Hampshire  and 
procured  some  kind  of  Esek  Brown.  In  glowing  term.-) 
he  represented  the  ;ulvantages  and  • on^eipient  growth  of 
the  V illage  to  result  from  the  erei  tion  of  a glass  f,u  torv. 
Brown  was  charmed,  and  wliile  in  thi))  happy  .^tate  of 
exjiei'tancy  Bum!  obtained  his  title  to  the  land  for  a nom- 
inal consideration,  on  londilion  that  the  ghis.-)  fnctorv 
should  be  forthcoming.  John  Cotn-)tock  was  called  to 
dr.tw  up  tlm  instrument  of  convevance,  and.  contr.irv  to 
Boml’s  ;u  tual  wishc),  iii'i-ai.d.  upon.  ,i  (on.luion  in  ihe 
agreeiiKiU  m,.kmg  a obliy.itory  upon  Bond  to  erei  t tiie 
i'ai  tore  within  a stated  period  of  time,  since  Brow  n had 
giviui  the  land  lor  that  expre-^  purpo--e.  Bond  w'.is  un- 


willing t()  be  bound  to  any  time,  but  the  notarv's  logii 
could  not  be  overcome  and  Brown  held  him  to  the  pro- 
vision. 'To  get  th.it  jiart  of  the  contract  annulled  and 
still  retain  the  land  now  ta.xed  the  inventiv  e genius  of  the 
speculator.  This  was  successfully  accomplished  through 
a friend  of  his  representing  to  Brown  that  the  dense 
smoke  and  dirt  from  the  f.ictory  would  ruin  tlw  town. 
Brown  w.is  now  as  mm  h .il.irmed  as  he  had  before  been 
el.ited  ai  the  prescin  e of  the  gl.iss  factory  in  the  center 
ol  the  vill.ige.  No  other  place  would  do  at  all  for  Bond, 
and  Brown,  in  ie,noram  e ot  the  si  hemers’s  plot,  .lureed 
not  only  to  release  him  from  building  the  factorv.  whii  h 
he  never  intended  to  build,  but  also  agreed  to  sell  to 
Bond  at  a low  figure  another  valuable  piece  of  land,  which 
he  was  desirous  to  obtain,  to  end  the  smoky  controversv. 

'Tne  farm  of  Esek  Brown  grew  smaller  rapidly  to  sup- 
ply the  wtints  of  the  incoming  tide  of  immigration,  or  at 
least  the  wants  of  the  real  estate  dealers  in  anticipation 
ot  it.  ,\  large  [lortion  of  it  was  speedily  mapped  out  into 
streets  and  village  lots,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Jesse  Hawley  and  John  G.  Bond,  who  were  associated 
with  William  M.  Bond,  of  whom  mention  has  already 
been  made. 

Associated  with  the  Gomstock.s — Jared,  Darius  and 
Joseph — were  Otis  Hathaway  and  Seymour  Scoville,  and 
these  gentlemen  were  interested  in  laying  out  and  selling 
lots  east  of  'Transit  street.  Zeno  Comstock  had  pur- 
chased the  land  in  this  vicinity  from  the  Holland  Gom- 
p.iny,  as  Brown  had  west  of  'Transit  street,  but  had 
conveyed  it  previous  to  the  founding  of  the  village,  and 
invested  in  the  vic  inity  of  the  head  of  the  gulf,  a mile  and 
a half  to  the  westward,  in  expectation  that  the  canal 
would  be  located  there. 

At  the  end  of  a year  a very  perceptible  change  had 
been  wrought,  and  the  infant  village  had  made  consider- 
able advance.  'The  forest  in  the  immediate  vicinitv. 

• mangled  and  hacked,  bore  undeniable  evidence  of  the 
struggle.  Rattlesnakes  were  becoming  less  numerous, 
and  the  bear  and  vvolf,  which  had  hitherto  held  ahuo.-t 
undisputed  sway,  were  getting  cautious  and  finding  more 
secluded  resting  places.  'The  deer,  too,  which  had  been 
ipiite  iilenty,  found  their  favorite  haunts  unsafe,  and 
moved  with  faltering  steiis  and  sensibilities  awake  to  the 
dangers  that  beset  them  in  pursuing  their  accustomed 
p.uhw ay,  which  from  the  east  descended  the  niiuiniam 
slope,  near  where  now  stands  the  Douglas  .Mill.-.  .Vetive 
and  adventurous  s[)irits  were  not  slow  in  coming  forvv.ird 
The  anvil  could  be  heard  ringing  from  the  sturdv  strokes 
of  George  ^\  . Rogers,  the  [lioneer  black>mith.  .-\  >':ioe- 
>hop  was  indispensable,  and  the  want  was  supplied  bv 
.■shepard  and  'Towner,  and  the  demand  tor  h.inie»e>  .md 
s.iddles  by  Elliott  i.ewis.  John  Jackson  hail  esialili,->b.i.d 
a bakerv,  and  the  prospect  was  favorable  for  an  earlv 
C'.tablishment  of  ;dl  branches  of  business  reipiisite.  The 
gre.it  .imoiint  of  l.dtor  needed  in  the  construe  tion  of  tile 
can.ii  at  this  point  preimi-.  d a good  field  f-ir  bu-'me'-- 
until  the  great  work  .-ihouKI  be  vompleted,  and  at  th.;: 
time  w.o,  the  nio>t  at'r.ii  tive  teature  in  bringing  bii-itie" 
men  forward. 
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Ivirly  ill  iSiJ  the  post-office  wns  established,  but  to 
procure  the  mail  was  .i  matter  yet  attended  with  many 
iiu’oiiv eiiieiiccs.  It  was  brought  from  Molyneuv  s (.or- 
ners,  usualK  on  horscbai  k.  This  inconvenience  was 
st)mewhat  r)b\ialed  the  nevt  year  by  the  opening  (;t  a 
road  through  the  howling  wdderness  to  W right  s ( (^rners, 
conne<  ting  at  that  point  with  the  stage  route.  A wagon 
then  took  the  mail  over  this  road,  or  rather  through  this 
opening  in  tl'.e  woods. 

A printing  pros  had  likewise  been  brought  forw  ard  and 
set  in  motion  about  the  time  the  [lost-office  was  establish- 
ed. 'I’he  |>ioneer  printer  w ;is  Hartemus  h erguson,  but  he 
soon  sold  his  establishment  to  Orsamus  Turner.  Mr. 
Turner,  who  became  the  editor  of  the  village  paper  in 
.\ugust,  i.Srr.  observes  that  at  that  time  the  work  of  ex- 
caviiting  the  c.in.il  w.is  under  headway  on  each  ot  the  live 
rock  sections,  ,ind  tliat  “the  blasting  of  rocks  was  going 
on  brisklv  on  th.U  jurt  ot  the  canal  located  upon  the  vil- 
lage site;  rocks  w ere  tl)  ingin  all  directions;  trametl  build- 
ings and  rijofs  of  log  buiUJings  were  battered  by  them, 
and  huge  piles  of  stone  lay  upon  both  banks  of  the  canal 
with  a narrow  opening  to  admit  the  passage  ot  teams  over 
a log  bridge  on  .Main  street." 

As  before  intimated,  people  were  actuateii  in  a great 
measure  in  making  I.ockport  their  abiding  place  b)  the 
chance  of  helping  to  supply  the  various  wants  of  con- 
tractors and  laborers  in  opening  the  canal.  Many  believed 
that  when  this  work  was  completed  the  village,  which  had 
been  of  mushroom  growth,  would  decline  corresponding- 
ly. But  another  imjietus,  im.tre  potent  in  its  bearing,  was 
given  it  in  the  summer  of  iSaa  In  July  of  this  year  the 
commissioners  apjiointed  to  locate  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
ty fixed  upon  Lock[>oit.  'I’wo  acres  of  land  were  deeded 
to  the  county  by  Willi, am  M.  Bond  u[)on  which  to  erect  the 
county  buildings.  By  becoming  the  county  seat,  in  ad- 
dition to  its  other  advantages,  both  growth  and  perma- 
nency were  assured. 

'I'he  public  [leace  was  considerably  disturbed  during 
the  latter  part  of  i8e;  by  the  rows  of  the  Irish  laborers, 
growing  out  of  a demonstration  of  the  Clrangemen.  On 
su(  h occasions  clubs  and  stones  were  freely  used  as  wea- 
pons for  att.ick  or  defense.  On  Christmas  Eve  a serious 
riot  occurreil,  oi iginating  from  a fight  w hich  hajiiiened  at 
a tavern  kept  bv  a man  named  1 .aw.  So  great  was  the 
commotion  that  Captain  Howell's  riile  company  was  call- 
ed out  by  the  sheriff  to  sup[)rLss  the  rioters.  In  this  af- 
fray one  man,  named  Jennings,  was  killed,  and  many  injur- 
erl.  One  man  had  his  skull  frai  tiired  b\  a stime  which  jiene- 
trated  to  the  brain.  .\  phvsii  ian  liv  ing  at  Batas  ia  was 
sent  for  to  extract  it,  but  it  w.is  dug  out  with  a jack-knife 
before  his  arrival. 

.M.VIN  STREE.r  1\  iSep 

I’hc  aiKancemeiit  which  the  \ill.ige  h.id  made  within 
iwo  .iml  one  h.ilf  \ ears  fiom  its  llrs*  uu  lpiencv.  p.irlicu- 
l.’.ti)  in  the  .uiiount  and  varietv  of  business,  is  faithfuilv 
exhibited  in  the  following  sketch.  |'rep.ired  for  this  work 
by  M.in  us  Moses,  Esq.,  an  early  [honeer  and  still  a resident 
1)1  1 OI  kport : 


“When  I came  to  I.ockport,  in  the  f.dl  of  iS^q,  the 
greater  part  of  the  business  doing  in  the  village  w.is  on 
the  west  sitle  of  the  canal.  ( )n  the  northeast  corner  of 
Main  and  Transit  Streets  was  a small  building  oci aipied 
as  a store,  and  there  also  William  box  kept  .i  barber  shop, 
doing  east  from  this  jioint.  along  the  north  side  of  .Main 
street,  there  was  one  and  perhajis  two  buildings,  occupied 
as  stores,  before  reaching  the  I.ockport  Hotel,  kept  bv 
S.imuel  Jennings,  This  hotel  was  somewhat  celel  r.ited, 
and  quite  sqm  mus  for  those  days,  though  but  a one  store 
building,  .\djoining  this,  on  the  cast.  Hr.  .Maxwell  had 
an  office,  .and  next  was  the  blacksmith  shop  of  .Mien 
.Skinner.  'I'hese  two  buildings  were  about  where  tiie 
Judson  House  now  stands.  'I'he  next  building  e.ist  w is 
the  store  of  House  N Boughton,  in  which  the  post-oftice 
was  kept  bv  Ceorge  H.  Boughton,  who  was  the  fir't 
liostmaster.  little  further  along  .V.  'I'.  Prentii  e h.nl  ,i 
small  building,  in  which  he  repaired  watches  and  kept  a 
small  stock  of  jewelry.  From  there  down  what  is  now 
Canal  street  huge  piles  of  stone  lay  all  along  the  wa\. 
Where  the  Congregational  chnn  h now  stands  wasa  small 
building  used  for  a tavern. 

“ About  opposite  Prentice’s  jewelry  store  the  canal  w.-.s 
crossed  by  a bridge.  'Phis  ])rimitive  structure  consisted 
of  two  log  stringers  reaching  from  shore  to  shore,  across 
which  were  thrown  split  logs  with  the  bark  side  uj).  and 
was  only  w ide  enough  for  one  team.  East  from  this  bridge, 
and  on  the  ground  where  the  Bristol  fountain  now  stands. 
.Alexander  Pound  kept  a meat  market.  Near  this  mar- 
ket was  a small  building  in  which  Judge  Birdsell  had  an 
office.  'Phere  was  no  other  building  between  this  and  a 
yellow  store  kept  by  William  Parsons  &:  Co.,  w hich  stood 
upon  or  near  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Moyer 
block.  The  next  was  a stone  building,  a part  of  whic  h 
was  used  for  a store  and  was  occupied  by  Sidney  and 
'Phomas  Smith.  'Phis  building  is  still  standing  and  bat 
little  changed.  The  ground  between  this  and  the  store 
of  Lvman  .A.  Spalding,  which  stood  where  tlie  Farmer^' 
and  -Mechanics'  Savings  Bank  does  now,  wars  vacant  and 
used  as  a passage  way  to  the  locks  and  to  the  front  ut  a 
buiUling  whii  h stood  on  the  bank  at  the  hcail  ot  ti  c 
locks.  In  this  a grocery  was  kei't,  and  it  was  afterw.ird 
used  as  an  office  by  .\sa  W.  Houglas,  the  first  toll  col 
lector. 

" 'Phe  next  builtling  east  of  Siialding's  store  was  a -mud! 
law  office  occupieil  by  James  F.  .Mason,  who  was  i ountv 
clerk  ami  keq't  the  records  of  the  county  in  his  otiice;  and 
adjoining  that  wasa  store  kept  by  H.  Kimberly  Cv  C >. 
( >n  the  corner  of  M.iin  aiul  Pine  streets,  where  tlie  1.x- 
change  Bank  stands,  was  a two-story  frame  lunldin...  ; 
part  of  w hich  was  (K  cupiev!  bv  tlie  canal  comiiU";, 'lu-:  - 
and  engineers  and  the  residue  bv  t )rsamus  1 urnei  . 
printing  ottu  e.  I p " th.e  hill  ’ trom  here,  as  it  w.is  tiua 
calleil,  and  on  the  bank  ot  wh.u  is  now  the  mill  r.a  . 
near  where  the  Murray  block  :■■.  sii>od  ,i  'o  •T  - 
aiuloicupKdbv  Hr.  I'.'.'iMP.  ''I'od',,  1'!'  , 

neat  in  every  respei  t.  ami  in  pert-.-vt  keeping  wa  . 
Isaacand  .\unt  Edna,  it  was  bud'  of  sm.ill  loc'.  n o, 
equal  ill  'i.'c,  with  the  b.irk  peeled  oi!,  .imi  wbui 


'A.n  t 

I 

In 


, ■ V f ./t  >rv\  f ‘ 


I ,•  N"  ‘ 

I'M.' I tv;.',  . 

!,.; I 


M',  ‘ I ■ I,  I.  't 
'i  • •(  -. 


I I 'tu, 

I 'i-vitiV'lu  )i  r|  M^rno# 

' Vlfl  fl.icirl?  IrtOt 

''  I ' ■ 'i ' ' I'M'i 

I'll  1 1 /, I • '(.I  M*;*'  I'S.'* 

• • ‘ ■•'I ' II  jniil  Iijii 

' ■'  'll  .'’/lll'l  /.  - 

Hi  ni  I'U  ' 

• ■ ‘‘J  Kv 

Mr.:- 

' ’ /I  IM.I 


' ':m' 

. I • ■ • 1,  , 

i , . .f,j 


111 


:i  i 


Jl  |l 


/ "•  I 

r'<‘  'i.  ’ 


(”'1; 


j'i'j/iry  ’ '■  jipr 
■'  / ,'l:  -'rt-  , i'i|  j 

M'  -'i.  **  , ■ 4frtJ 


■ I (Vf ; -li'  I, 


> ■',/  i-fj  3 

" ■ - I 


,6S  IIIS'I'ORV  (»K  MAC.AUA  COI  N IA',  MAV  NORK, 


holli  msidc  ;iiul  out.  U'lio  of  our  old  citi/uns  ilo  not 
n-mi.-mlK  r Aunt  l•’,dn;l,  nitli  licr  ( lu.-i  kod  .i[uon.  .liu .1;  > 
soci.dilc  ;tnd  < ln.crfully  simlin^  as  >hc  said,  ‘ How  dons 
ihccilo?'  At  tlie  top  of  tlic  hill,  wlurc  the  Hodge 
Opera  ffouse  stands,  was  the  residence  of  M.  H.  'I’ucker. 
The  triangular  block  now  en< ompassed  by  Main,  Mar- 
ket and  Him  streets  was  oc'cupied  by  the  (juakers  as  a 
l)urying  ground.  Their  meetingdiouse  was  built  of  logs, 
and  stood  in  the  rear  of  the  brick  block  fac.ing  Main 
street.  1 well  recollec  t attending  a wedding  there.  Two 
( ou])les  were  united  on  that  occasion,  the  parties  perform- 
ing the  marriage  ceremony  themselves, 
j “ Where  the  .\meric  an  House  is  was  a log  building  used 
.as  a tavern.  Timber  was  standing  close  about  this 
building,  and  great  stumjis  were  yet  in  the  street.  I.yman 
A.  S|>. deling  lived  on  the;  corner  where  the  Hosiner  bloc  k 
stands.  From  the;re  clown  to  Pine  street,  on  the  south 
side  of  Main,  not  mue  h.  improvement  was  made,  as  it 
was  e|uite  away  from  the  business  portion  of  the  village. 

I well  remember  Isaac  Price  having  urged  me  to  buy  a 
lot  of  him  about  where  the  Preyfogle  building  stands; 
but  the  location  was  too  far  out  of  terwn.  It  was  then 
thought  that  the  business  would  be  done  west  of  the  canal. 
It  was  about  in  front  of  Preyfogle’s  that  I paid  mv  first 
nighway  ta.'c.  'I'here  was  a gigantic  stump  standing  in 
the  street  at  tTis  place,  and  myself  and  several  others 
: were  two  clays  busily  em[)loyed  in  removing  it.  flefore 

1 the  street  was  graded,  the  surface  wliere  the  American 

I House  stands  was  about  uj)  to  the  floor  of  the  stoop  on  that 

building,  as  it  is  now,  and  continued  nearly  level  west- 
ward to 'w  here  I’reyfogle’s  store  stands,  where  it  w as 
higher  than  the  second  lloor  of  that  building;  from  that 
I westward  it  fell  away  ipiite  abruptly.  Morris  H.  Tucker 
had  a store  about  where  Simmons  e.\;  Walter’s  jewelry 
‘ store  is  now.  Next  east  was  the  "(Ireen  store."  occupied 

I by  Nathan  P>.  and  (’leorge  \V.  Rogers  as  a grocerv.  .\d- 

! joining  this,  Klias  Ransom  had  his  law  oftice;  and  there 

j was  Hr.  Isaac;  Smith's  otfie-e.  hrom  there  west  evas  a 

j vacant  lot  enclosed  b\  a stone  wall.  I’hen  came  the 

J " Red  store,"  kept  by  William  Kennedv,  who  died  soon 

; after  on  a canal  boat  near  Rome,  w hile  on  his  wacy  home 

from  New  N'ork.  West  from  the  " Red  store  " was  a 
j passage  way  for  temns  to  the  card  of  the  Cottage  Hotel. 
I'he  Cott.ige  was  a log  house,  of  muc  h renown  in  those 
days,  kept  by  josepli  l.angdon.  He  always  kept  a good 
firewh.en  needed.  In  cold  weather,  in  the  old-fashioned 
Hutch  fireplace  would  be  seen  a large  back  log,  and  cm 
the  andirons  a large  lore  stick,  and  lieapcl  upon  these 
.iboiit  a cpiarter  of  a rord  of  wood.  Phe  Cotr;m<j  stoo'd 
upon  the  ground  where  the  spac  ions  Ringueberg  block 
now  .■'lands.  ( )n  the  corner  cif  Main  .me!  c’cittage  streets 
llarsey  W.  Camiibell  kept  .1  store  in  a siii.il!  liuilding. 
and  adjoining  that  Price  cC  Rounds  keiit  a grocerv  The 
next  building  was  John  Jac  ksoii’s  bakerv,  whic  h did  a 
pretty  large-  business.  West  of  t his  w ,;s  1 1 il lelt  llac on's 
groc a rc ; and  there  were  some  cjilu-r  mu.iII  biiildicias  .md 
a bl.icksmith  sho|)  along  what  is  now  Iluffalo  street,  but 
in  frotU  w\'re  piles  ot  stone  so  high  that  the  buildings  on 
the  opposite  sicie  of  Main  sirce-t  were  hidden  from  siehi. 


“ On  the  pcjint  of  ground  between  the  canal  and  .M.iin 
street,  about  op|iosite  where  the  Juclson  House  stands, 
i was  a stone  building.  In  one  |>art  Hiram  Ciardner  had  a 
law  olfice,  and  in  another  ]i.irt  a shoe  store  was  kept.  In 
the  u|)per  story  the  ma-c.mic-  lull  was  first  established. 

! The  next  west  was  the  tin  shop  cjf  I’.irdon  D.  Ricli.irdson. 

, A little  further  along  w.is  the  .Mansiem  Hcnise,  kejjt  bv 

Captain  .McKain.  It  is  now  the  Kxchange.  and  has  been 
m.ade  one  story  higher,  with  some  other  sliglu  alterations. 

I The  first  court  held  in  I.ockjiort  was  in  the  secjiid  story 
j of  this  building.  The  members  of  the  bar  residing  in 
I I,ock[)ort  at  that  time  were  John  Ibrdsell,  Hiram  Oard- 
] ner,  J.  F.  Mason,  Flias  Ransom,  Harvey  Leonard  and 
Theodore  CJhapin.  ( )n  the  c:orner  of  Main  and  Transit 
streets,  where  the  Mansion  House  now  stands,  was  a 
small  bakery,  kept  by  a man  named  Woodard,  and  Moses 
' Coble  kept  a meat  market  west  of  Transit  street, 

i “ Of  those  w ho  were  residing  in  Lockport  when  I came 

there  are  yet  living  here  only  Lyman  A.  -Spalding, 
Alexander  Pound,  Daniel  Price,  Moses  Goble,  N.  H. 
Rogers,  J.  G.  (Austin  and  P.  G.  Richardson. 

THE  EARLY  TAVERNS. 

Judging  from  the  number  of  public  houses  that  sprung 
into  being  in  a few  years,  it  would  seem  that  amjile  ac- 
commodation and  entertainment  suitable  to  those  rustic 
times  cotdd  be  furnished.  It  seemed  to  be  settled  beyond 
ipiestion  that  the  business  would  center  around  the 
county  buildings,  and  hotels  were  built  in  their  vicinity 
in  cpiick  succession.  On  the  northwest  corner  of  Main 
and  Transit  streets  the  Washington  House  was  erected 
in  iSag,  w'hich  continued  to  exist  until  1S65,  when  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  On  the  northwest  corner  of  New 
>.Iain  and  H.iwley  streets  the  Exchange  Coffee  House 
was  reared.  The  house  as  constructed  still  remains, 
but  is  not  useil  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public, 

, The  name  was  painted  in  large  letters  upon  the  side  front - 
I ing  Hawley  street.  'I'he  ravages  of  time  have  not  fully 

I effaced  them,  and  though  dim  they  are  sufficiently  dis- 

i tinct  to  be  read.  The  Niagara  House  of  those  early 

I davs  was  located  on  the  north  side  of  Niagara  street,  be- 

I ■ . 

I tween  Transit  and  Hawley.  It  was  erected  b\  John 

j Gooding,  who  came  to  Lockport  early  in  iSep  Tlu 

' same  building,  remodeleil,  is  now  No.  .''i.  the  residem  e 
of  Mrs.  R.  J.  C.iss.  On  Niagar.i  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Prospect,  was  the  l;lagle  Hotel,  kejit  bv  one  lloiiiu'. 
From  an  uni  oulh  drawing  on  the  sign  to  repre-eut  the 
e.igle  il  obtained  the  name  of  the  " lilai  k E.igle." 

The  ('ott.ige,  on  the  corner  ot  .M.un  and  Coii.ige 
Streets,  mentioned  by  .Mr.  .Moses,  was  r.uher  pei  uli.ir  in 
its  style  of  an  hiteciure.  The  l.mdlord’s  f.incy  led  him  to 
enlarge  his  log  house  lor  the  aci  oinmod.uion  of  his 
guests  bv  additions  on  the  ground  insle.id  ol  in  height. 
In  this  way  he  keiit  adding  room  .ifter  room,  each  built 
of  logs,  until  it  coverei!  ennsuh-r.ible  ground,  .'ni!  in  tli.ii 
\'lew  w.is  in  f.icl  rooim  . It  is  rel.iled  th.U  a man  cm  his 
first  visit  to  l.oi  kport  arrived  in  the  evening  and  put  uji 
at  the  (.'ottage,  whir  h w.is  then  ' ery  popular.  He  found 
! his  quarters  coinfort.ible  .md  highly  s.ui'.f.K  torv.  In  tiie 
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morning  the  full  extent  of  the  structure  was  before  his 
ga/.e,  and  curiosity  proni[)ted  him  to  inquire  after  its 
dimensions.  The  landlord,  delighted  at  having  so  good 
an  o[)i)ortunity  to  explain,  quickly  replied;  “My  house  is 
fourteen  stories.  sir.“  “High?”  in(piired  his  guest, 
somewhat  ama/ed.  “ Xo."  was  the  rejoinder,  “on  the 
ground.” 

THE  COMPLETION'  OF  THE  CAXAL. 

The  canal  was  opened  for  navigation  eastward  from  the 
foot  of  trie  locks  for  a considerable  time  previous  to  its 
completion  through  the  mountain  ridge,  and  a portage 
became  necessar\’.  it  was  cut  across  the  country  to 
Pendleton,  and  the  freight  unshipped  and  transported  on 
vehicles  between  these  two  points.  .\n  engine  for  one  of 
the  earliest  steamboats  launched  on  Lake  Flrie  was  taken 
over  this  carrying  place  on  an  ox  sled. 

In  the  summer  of  1825  Lockport  was  honored  by  the 
presence  of  the  “ nation’s  guest,”  General  Lafayette.  He 
was  escorted  into  the  \ illage  by  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  occasion.  The  Washington  House,  at  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Transit  streets,  was  the  place  chosen  for  his 
reception.  • A bower  was  arranged  from  the  door  of  the 
hotel  to  where  the  carriage  would  stop  for  him  to  alight, 
and  the  pathway  underneath  carpeted  with  boughs. 
Every  thing  was  rendered  as  cheerful  and  befitting  as  the 
primitive  times  would  permit.  The  citizens  of  the  village 
and  surrounding  country  turned  out  ot  wtmt’and  collect- 
ed here,  and  to  their  intense  delight  were  introduced  to 
the  friend  of  Washington  and  his  co-worker  in  the  strug- 
gle for  the  nation’s  indepiendence.  The  universal  demon- 
strations of  joy  on  the  occasion  fully  attested  the  people’s 
grateful  appreciation  of  the  defender  of  their  liberties. 
His  visit  was  brief,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  appropri- 
ate ceremonies  he  was  escorted  to  a packet  awaiting  him 
at  the  foot  of  the  locks,  fallowed  by  a great  crowd  of  ad- 
miring citizens. 

While  the  memory  of  this  passing  scene  was  yet  fresh 
in  the  public  mind,  an  event  long  sought  and  longer  to  be 
remembered  occurred.  Scarcely  had  the  green  leaves  of 
the  summer  changed  to  the  various  tints  of  autumn  when 
the  last  obstructions  to  the  uninterrupted  navigation  of 
the  Erie  canal  were  removed.  Perhaps  no  work  of  a simi- 
lar character  was  ever  attended  with  greater  rejoicing 
upon  its  completion.  'I'lie  mountain  ridge  was  tlie  only 
place  remaining  to-  finish,  and  all  were  intently  watching 
for  the  signal  to  prepare  for  celebrating  the  e\eiit.  On 
the  29th  of  September,  1S25.  it  was  announced  by  William 
C.  Houck  to  the  president  of  tlie  bo, ini  of  canal  commis- 
sioners that  the  canal  would,  be  in  a condition  to  admit 
the  jmssage  of  boats  on  the  afith  of  < tober  following. 
'I'he  forces  were  increased  on  this  unfinished  part  in  or- 
der to  ha\  e it  in  perfect  re:Klines>  on  the  apjioiated  day. 
( fit  the  e\'ening  of  tlie  aqtli,  tlie  work  liaving  been  com- 
pleted. the  guard  ^_.ites  acre  rai.-ed  and  tlie  l.,;k-e  Erie 
lei  el  \s  .is  lilK  d w ith  water  Miliii  iuit  for  the  pass. 1-1;  of  the 
boats  on  the  morning  of  ilie  afilli.  The  lirst  glimmering 
rays  of  the  sun  on  tliat  morning  were  greeted  by  the  roar 
of  cannon,  resounding  along  tiie  lulls  and  \-.ille\  s .idj  icent 


to  Lockjiort.  One  of  the  cannon  belonging  ta  Perry’s 
tleet  was  brought  liere  and  fired  in  honor  of  the  event  so 
full  of  promise.  General  Whitney  was  marshal  of  the  day, 
and  under  his  dire  tion  the  procession  formetl  at  nine 
o'clock,  man  lied  to  the  foot  of  the  locks  and  embarked 
on  boats  lying  there  in  readiness  for  the  occasion.  'I'he 
officers  and  some  of  the  most  jirominent  citizens  of  Lock- 
port  and  vicinity  went  on  board  of  the  jiacket  “AVilliam 
C.  Houck,”  v.hii  h had  been  chosen  to  take  the  lead  in 
jiassing  the  locks.  The  remaining  boats  were  filled  with 
men  and  women  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  signal  guns  an- 
nouncing that  the  fleet  had  left  Huffalo  r/r  routr  for  the 
Atlantic  seaboard.  At  ten  the  signal  passed  eastward 
with  the  s[ieed  of  sound  ; the  lock  gates  flew  open  and 
the  boats,  burdened  with  human  freight,  commenced  the 
passage.  The  ascent  of  this  fleet  to  the  Lake  Erie  level 
is  thus  graphically  described  by  an  eye  witness  of  the 
scene; 

“As  it  ascended  the  stupendous  flight  of  locks,  its 
decks  covered  with  a joyous  multitude,  it  was  greeted 
with  the  const.ant  and  rapid  discharge  of  heavy  artillery, 
thousands  of  rock  blasts  or  explosions  prepared  for  the 
occasion,  and  the  shouts  of  spectators  that  swarmed  upon 
the  canal  and  lock  bridges  and  upon  the  precipices  around 
the  locks  and  basin.  As  soon  as  the  two  forward  boats 
had  passed  out  of  the  upper  lock,  they  were  drawn  up 
, side  by  side,  and  after  a prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Winchell, 

’ an  address  was  delivered  by  Judge  BIrdsall.  Stepping 
; upon  an  elevated  platform  upon  the  deck  of  one  of  the 

, boats,  in  the  stillness  that  had  succeeded  the  earthquake 

j sounds  and  shouts  of  human  voices,  he  exclaimed;  ‘The 
last  barrier  is  passed!  We  have  now  risen  to  the  level  of 
: Lake  Erie  and  have  before  us  a perfect  navigation  open 

' to  its  waters.’  When  his  address,  glowing  with  cheering 
I prophecies  of  prosperity  in  the  future,  was  concluded, 

1 the  boats  moved  westward  to  meet  the  fleet  approaching 
j from  Huffalo  and  act  as  an  escort  in  passing  through 
Lockport.” 

THE  RISE  OF  THE  LOWER  TOWN'. 

'Fhe  work  on  the  canal  being  finished,  the  tide  of 
laboring  poimlation,  as  a matter  of  course,  ceasod  to  flow 
into  the  village,  and  a portion  of  t’nis  class  removed  to 
otlicr  [ilaces,  wliere  labor  of  a kindred  nature  was  in  de- 
mand. Xor  was  remo\al  confined  to  this  class  ,a!r)ne. 
There  were  others  who  believed  that  wlien  the  .'state  ex- 
penditure for  excavation  ceased,  business  woulel  decbne. 
and  sought  other  localities. 

The  idea  was  erroneous,  for  besides  all  the  other  re- 
sources of  t'.ic  village  a reliable  water  power,  w ii’.i  !i  lia.i 
hitherto  been  wanting,  was  now  siqqilied  from  the  c.’.n.:'. 
and  was  found  so  valuable  tliat  all  fe.irs  oi  a d-. ■ 
dine  were  speedily  dispelletl.  'I'he  village  co’'.ilm:ed  ’ • 
flourish,  and  so  encour.iging  were  th.e  prosjio  is  t!;..t  ;;; 
!r’.27  mt'\emen‘s  were  in  ]>rogross  for  !;tyir.g  c-  I 

buiMing  tqi  the  l.iwer  town,  or  East  Lo«  kport  - - 

called.  X.ithan  Comstock  con\eved  three  hundred  .i<  - 

i of  land  lying  in  that  quarter  to  Joel  .McCollum. 

S.  R.  H.ithaw  iv,  and  .'sevmour  .8110  ilie.  u ho  laid  ii  ' :r 
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\ c\ cil  ,:u(l  ;i  \ jilat  in.ulc  ot  it.  lu  advertising  it 

for  >-alc  ( a|iitalisi->  were  specially  invited  to  give  it  their 
attention. 

It  was  represented  as  being  a very  eligible  location, 
“I  g below  the  h)cks  and  the  grand  natural  basin,  and 
in  a position  highly  advantageous  for  mills  and  mechanic 
shops,  as  well  as  for  stores  and  dwelling  houses.  It  was 
further  argued  that  the  location  was  desirable  from  the 
fact  that  although  it  had  been  surveyed  but  a few  months, 
there  w as  already  a grist-mill  in  operation  upon  it,  besides 
three  saw-mills  and  other  nun  liinery.  I'o  show  wiiy  there 
was  sill  h a noii(  eabk-  di>parit_\’  in  impro\enients  between 
the  two  iiortion-  ot  the  v illage  it  was  claimed — and  not 
unjustly — that  the  improvements  in  that  part  c>f  the  vil- 
lage about  the  locks  “ were  commenced  and  had  e.\len- 
sivelv  advanced  previous  to  the  completion  of  tlie  canal, 
and  in  a considerable  degree  were  indebted  tor  their 
rapid  [irogress  to  the  exjienditures  made  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  locks  and  the  e.xcavation  of  the  rock  through 
the  mountain.”  A full  and  impartial  e.xamination,  how- 
ever, would  “ e.vhibit  the  fact  ” that  the  locality  was  in  all 
respects  fully  equal  and  in  .some  superior  to  that  portion 
of  the  \ ullage  above  the  locks. 

Brought  before  the  public  with  so  favorable  a notice, 
some  lots  were  disposed  of  to  purchasers  who  erected 
dwellings  upo.h  them  and  made  considerable  improvement. 
The  proprietors  soon  after  sold  out  to  Lot  Clark  and 
others  constituting  what  was  termed  the  “‘.Vlbany 
Company.”  The  efforts  of  this  company  to  make  the 
investment  a lucrative  one  were  e.xtremely  vigorous.  To 
enhanc<e  the  value  of  property  in  that  section  of  the  vil- 
lage and  obtain  ready  sale  of  lots,  it  was  represented 
that  the  surplus  water  woidd  be  brought  there  and  the 
upper  town  de[;rivcd  of  its  use,  a matter  winch  at  the 
time  did  not  seem  improbable.  The  growth  of  the  village 
would  then  necessarily  have  e.xtended  in  that  direction; 
but  in  the  attempt  to  carry  that  jwoject  out  a contention 
was  engendered  which  tlid  not  very  quickly  subside.  In 
addition  to  the  controversy  about  the  water  power,  there 
was  considerable  rivalry  between  the  two  sections  for 
several  years  after  the  lower  town  began  to  thrive,  lest 
one  should  gain  more  honor  or  outgrow  the  other;  but  as 
time  passed  on  their  territorial  limits  were  brought  in 
close  proximity,  ami  they  gradually  became  united  in  one 
common  interest. 

SHAVK!)  BY  T.ORKX/.O  DOW. 

The  youthful  village  seems  not  to  have  been  over- 
looked bv  di.stmgiiidied  charai  ters  in  their  travels.  Those 
who  could  not  well  go  .diroad  to  see  curiosities  occasion- 
ally have  their  desire  in  that  resiiect  satisfied  at  home. 
It  was  in  the  summer  of  iSa.S  ih.tt  no  less  ,i  curio'itv 
th.in  I.oren/o  Dow  made  his  ajipearance  and  ilelivered 
one  of  his  peculiar  discourses  in  the  vroods  in  the  rear  of 
the  ( ourt-house.  Inqielled  by  curiositv.  a laree  ion- 
course  as.semblcd  to  see  and  h.ear  him  \n  anecdote, 
char.u  teristii  of  his  strange  pc'cr.liaraies.  is  jire-erv  ed  in 
connection  w ith  his  advent  in  tin-  v illage  on  this  o(c.ision. 
It  was  earlvi  in  the  morning  when  he  took  passage  011  a 


westward-bound  jiacket  ne.ir  .Medina.  lie  was  .istr.inger 
to  all  the  passengers;  but  lie  ilisplaved  his  ecccniricuies 
in  sill  h ;i  manner  th.it  he  was  soon  a target  toward  whir  h 
all  ev  es  w ere  tinned.  Rerceiv  ing  that  he  was  the  ( enter 
of  attraction,  he  re|)resented  to  his  tellow-trav  elers  th.it 
he  was  jioor;  th.it  he  vv.is  bound  for  the  Wc'i.  but  was 
so  destitute  tli.il  he  had  not  money  to  pay  his  traveling 
fare.  But  he  was  a barbi.-r,  and  it  would  be  a tavor  it 
thev  would  allow  him  to  shave  them,  as  he  was  in  great 
need  of  a little  monev  to  help  him  along;  and,  further- 
more, he  had  an  entirely  new  mode  of  shaving — he  shaved 
“ right  and  left."  He  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  several 
quite  willing  to  submit  themselves  to  a trial  ot  his  new 
process.  Arr.inging  them  in  a row,  he  lathered  them 
thoroughly,  and  commenced  shaving  a little  on  each  in 
succession,  until  the  boat  reachei.l  the  foot  of  the  locks, 
when,  having  the  right  side  fullv  conqileted,  he  hitrriedly 
disembarked,  sav  ing,  " You  must  excuse  me,  gentlemen, 
tor  I have  an  .qipointment  to  [ireach."  As  his  customers 
wrenched  their  ga/e  from  his  departing  figure,  they  found 
to  their  astonishment  th.at  they  were  shaved  " right  ” 
surely,  and  left"  in  an  uncomfortable  plight. 

EARI  Y MAIL  LACILLl'IE.S. 

M'hen  the  road  from  Lockport  to  Wright's  Corners  be- 
came in  good  condition  for  travel,  a daily  stage  brought 
the  mail  and  [lassengers,  Sundays  included.  Sund.iv 
travel  and  traffic  w ere  highly  dis[)leasing  to  that  [lortion 
of  the  community  imbued  with  “blue-laws”  doctrine. 
They  clamored  for  reform  in  this  [larticular;  but  preach- 
ing availed  not,  and  “ the  way  of  the  transgressor  " re- 
mained unchanged.  Other  means,  therefore,  vvere 
brought  into  use  to  assist  in  efl'ecting  a reformation  by 
this  extremelv' scrupulous  class. 

Stages  were  started  in  opjiosition,  running  six  davs 
onlv,  and  called  the  Pioneer  line.  It  was  scqiposed  bv  the 
originators  of  the  measure  that  it  would  be  a lever  of 
sufficient  power  to  pry  over  the  seven-day  mail  traltic,  as 
it  was  termed.  .\  great  many  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Lockport.  how  e\  er.  w ere  strongly  opjiosed  to 
having  the  mail  discontinued  on  .Sunday,  and  puit  their 
objections  on  record  by  calling  a meeting  to  remc/n''trate 
again.it  it.  It  vvas  held  on  the  i;th  of  December.  i.SaS, 
and  vvas  well  attended.  'I'he  call,  to  which  a goodly  num- 
ber of  names  were  attaciied  as  signers,  decl.ired  that  .it 
the  time  in  question  there  vvere  witin’n  the  vill.ige  tour  or 
trie  hundred  buildings  of  various  kinds,  a ])opul.uioii  of 
about  two  thousand,  and  twenty-five  resiiec  t.ible  men  un- 
tile e.uab!i>hments.  It  emiihatically  denied  tli.u  a major- 
ity of  the  business  men  fav ured  tl.e  project  i^f  ilixontinu- 
ing  the  Sunday  mu'l. 

Deacon  lohn  Hooding  w.is  one  oi  the  .-tiM  kholdcrs  in 
the  Pioneer  line,  residing  at  I oi  kport.  near  the  interMu  - 
tion  of  Washington  and  (looding  streets.  'I'he  stages  of 
this  liiu'  cropped  there  on  th  ir  wav  to  .ind  'r-  in  the  No 
.igar.i  tfontie'-.  IL  h.id  ^;.’'.>'e-'  flted  up  for  :’'eir  .1  ( oni- 
mi;dation.  .iiul  a 'ilacksiniili  shop  vv.is  near  at  hand  to  do 
anv  work  needful  in  the  w.iy  of  re|iairin_  at  this  point  on 
thermite.  .Mr  I looding  owned  quite  an  e\ten-iv  e t ract 
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LOCKPOR'l'  IN'COKPORA  I'KD— I'.rsiM'.SS  IN  1S35 


(i|  land  in  llic  virinity,  c\t^:ndiPi;  1).T«  k toward  the  branch 
<)1  tlie  Ki^litcen-mile  creek,  and  troin  this  tact,  and  the 
ciri  iiinstaiK  es  alreadv  enumerated,  that  jjortion  ot  the 
village  re<  ei\ed  the  name  of  I’ioneer  h.ill,  by  whicli  it  was 
familiarb  know  n lor  a lon;4  time  alter.  1 he  opposition  line 
of  >taae>  . cnlimicd  for  about  tw.i  years,  without  accomp- 
ii^hina  the  obje<  t tor  whiih  they  were  started,  and  not 
prosiiij^a  p ivmj;  in\e-'tment  ( losed  up  their  business  and 
witlulrew  from  tiie  held. 

M 1 1 N 1 ( ' Il’.V  I . ( > RC.  A N 1 Z -V'r  I(d  N. 

The  increase  of  jiopnlation  w.is  so  rapid  tliat  it  became 
net  essarv  to  h i\e  a more  conxenient  system  for  re;aulat 
irio  loc.d  attairs,  and  the  \ illage  w as  conseipaently  incor- 
porated. The  jietition  was  favorably  recei\ed  by  the 
l.e-idatiire,  and  that  body  on  the  a6th  of  .March,  tS’9, 
|ussed  the  act  for  incorjiorating  the  t illage  of  Lockport. 

The  boundaries  established  for  the  \ illage  under  the  origi- 
nal t harter  en<  om[)assed  an  extent  ot  territory  <[uite  in- 
consider.ible,  conijiared  with  the  limits  at  the  present 
time.  The  original  lines  of  incorporation  described  a 
parallelogram.  The  commencing  point  was  in  the  center 
of  the  canal,  under  the  bridge  which  connects  East  .Mar- 
ket street  with  Lake  avenue.  From  this  point  the  line 
extended  sixty  chains  each  way,  at  right  angles  with  the 
canal,  forming  the  eastern  boundary.  It  ran  westward 
along  both  sides  of  the  canal  at  the  distance  of  sixty 
chains  from  it,  or  parallel  to  it,  as  far  as  the  natural  basin. 
The  canal  bearing  more  to  the  south,  left  a larger  portion 
on  the  northwest  side  of  the  canal  westward  from  this 
point.  The  whole  distance  on  either  side  ot  the  canal 
was  one  hundred  and  fort)  chains.  The  parallelogram 
was  therefore  one  mile  and  three-ijuarters  in  length.  It 
was  di\  ided  into  two  wards. 

The  charier  jiroviiled  for  the  election  of  five  trustees, 
a treasurer  and  collector,  two  constables,  five  assessors 
and  fi\e  wardens.  'I'hree  of  the  trustees  were  to  be 
elected  from  the  ward  containing  the  greater  number  of 
inhabitants,  and  two  from  the  otlier. 

'idle  fir-<t  board  of  trustees  elected  under  the  village 

( harier  1 onsisterl  of  loe!  McCollum,  Levi  d aylor,  Le\  i L. 

Rounds,  Joshua  (i.  Driscoll  and  James  F.  Mason,  d heir 

first  meeting  was  at  the  offii  e of  James  F.  Mason,  on  the 

13th  of  Mav,  iSay.  Joe!  .McCollum  was  chosen  president  of 

the  board  and  Henrv  R.  Hopkins  clerk,  (dn  the  iSth  of  I 

. . 1 

Mav  following,  the  bmird  of  tru'tees  met  tor  the  .ij^point-  ' 

ment  of  ofha  rs.  Fbeii  ( i ri•^v. old  w;i>  apjiointed  pound  i 

master;  Samuel  Learmed  and  Luke  Dr.iper,  ience  viewers;  j 

N.  W.  Cardner,  sur\  e\‘or;  and  ( ii'oree  U.  Rogers,  ( hiet  [ 

engineer  of  the  fire  dcpartnu.'iit.  1 he  ( barter  allowed  j 

them  to  appoint  an\'  number  ot  lireinen  not  exceeding  | 

forty,  and  liook  and  ladder  inui  not  exceeding  twenty.  I 

They  appointed  sixteen  men  to  torm  .1  ( omp.iny  ot  each.  , 

1 lie  firemen  aiijiointcd  were  Ssl\ ester  Seeley,  John  Hal-  ! 

lo(  k.  .\iiio^  I'.igelow,  t 'lU- -.'...e  1 i lulretii.  f It.irles  !■ . \Iiti  hell,  j 

Wa',hii)_t"n  limit,  t '.deb  Lniifen.  .\liiad  U.  Henedii  i. 
Stcpl’.en  l!u  di.  Norman  Sliephaiai.  ''.iinuel  C.  Hamilton,  j 
Stephen  Stoi\',  Ceorge  Ri(  h.ird-Min,  William  d'  Lewis,  j 
Saxton  burr  ami  b^-eph  '’ound  ; 


! 7 I 


Idle  com|)an)-  of  hook  and  huUler  men  con.si.-.ted  ot 
Ric  hard  .Southard,  Horace  Comstock,  Erastns  ( ).  ."^niitli. 
Fdislui  Heacoc  k,  I'alwin  Cooley,  W illiam  !•'.  Sti(kne\. 
Sanford  L.  Collins,  John  .Scarborough.  D.triiis  llm  klin. 
A.  (1.  While,  Willi. im  1’.  .Slocum,  Randolph  CoiiisId.  k, 
S.  b.  Conic).  Jacob  flint,  William  I’ound  .md  ( liarle--  I >, 
Ood.ird, 

'I'lie  massive  stone  piles  along  what  is  now  Canal  street 
were  not  all  removed  for  many  years  after  tiie  canal  wa> 
finished.  In  1831  a portion  of  the  heap  near  tlie  head  m' 
tiie  lot  ks  was  removed  to  give  place  for  the  found. ition  > t 
some  buildings,  d'he  body  of  a gigantic  biai  k w.dnm 
tree  wfiicli  had  been  cut  down  in  iSgg  was  um  ov  erd  .md 
found  in  a perfect  state  of  jircservation,  the  second  ing 
selling  for  ten  dollars.  It  is  said  tliat  olijeclior.s  were 
made  to  cutting  it  down,  and  it  was  urged  that  it  might 
remain  till  the  canal  should  he  com|)lete'i,  when  a mon--'-,  r 
canoe  could  be  m.ide  from  the  trunk  in  whii  h as  maiiv  . ' 
wished  could  go  on  a pleasure  excursion  in  honor  of  the 
event. 

BUSINESS  ES'rAlU.ISHMENTS  IN  1835. 

Statistics  were  prepared  in  1S35  sliowing  the  position 
of  Lockport  as  a business  center.  In  tlie  fir>t  ward  was 
S[ia!ding's  flouring  mill,  with  eight  run  of  stones  and  ,a 
capacity  for  manufacturing  one  hundred  and  twentv 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  annually.  At  the  price  of  wlKai 
at  that  time  it  was  estimated  to  amount  to  the  suin  of 
1^607,500,  and  the  cost  of  barrels,  expense  of  labor,  etc., 
tkgo.ooo  more.  The  other  manufacturing  and  mer- 
cantile houses  in  the  first  ward  of  the  village  were  ,is 
follows  ; 

A wool  carding  and  cloth  dressing  establishment,  giv. 
ing  employment  to  six  persons  and  an  ex])enditure  of 
about  $4,000  annually;, an  iron  foundry,  employing  a cap- 
ital of  $3,000,  and  turning  out  work  to  the  amount  of 
$10,000  yearly;  two  saw-mills,  one  doubled  geari_d,  cap 
able  of  sawing  1,500,000  feet  of  lumber  annu.dlv, 
and  emjiloying  nine  persons  to  operate  it.  and  tiu- 
other  doing  about  one  cpiarter  as  much  ; one  turning 
and  m.achinc  shop:  a sash  factory  doing  work  to  tlu- 
amount  of  about  $6,000;  from  fifty  to  sixty  i.u-rc.miiic 
est.dflishments,  employing  a <.a[iital  respcctivclv  of  fro'n 
$1,500  to  .$50,000,  selling  in  the  aggregate  .'koco.-' ^ 
worth  of  goods  annually:  live  hoot  and  shoe  m inm.  < ■ 
lories,  making  and  S(.-Iling  about  $50,000  w orth  nf  t'u-v 
arti(  les;  a t.innery  making  ,s;’o.ooo  worth  of  Ic.uhcr; 
clothing  shops,  a hat  manufactorv,  two  h.unc" 
saddle  shops,  .dl  cif  vvhicii  made  and  sold  .d-mt  ,•<; 
000  vv.orih  of  goods  .mmi.iMv;  four  c.ibinci  .m<!  • • 

sliops,  tvv<)  icwelrv  shops  and  various  estalfli^liiiK  in-'  :■  : 
making  (arriages,  vvv.gons,  and  bl.u  k-'inith  vvnik  _iiit  i.;.iv  ; 
a hrevv  erv,  sev  (.-ral  cuoper  sh('(is,  .1  iio(.)k-i)ii,dvrv  .i:i<!  : • 

newspapers,  publish.ed  weekly. 

In  til--  seci)iul  ward  tliero  were  three  I’oiiriii^  ; 
the  largest  ( f wliieh  contained  en;ht  I'lii  i«;’  'V  ' : 

next  largest  four  run  and  the  siu.iliest  two,  m.:km_  .n  ■ ■ 

$1,000,000  vvonh  of  flour  ve.irlv ; >'even  'aw-miii',  111  d ■ _ 
in  tlic  aggreg.ilc  abmu  .sgo.ooo  dollar--,  worih  o'  i ■ ' . 
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a cotton  factory  in  operation,  though  not  fully  com[)letecl; 
a woolen  mill  and  cloth  dressing  establishment,  doing 
work  to  the  amount  of  ,s;>S,ooo  yearl\ ; two  <listilleries. 
one  furnace  and  plough  factory,  a soap  and  candle  fac  tor\ , 
an  ashery,  and  a tannery;  l'i\e  mercantile  establishments, 
selling  in  the  aggregate  goods  to  the  amount  of  about 
§50,000  year!)’;  two  tailoring  shops,  a boot  and  shoe  tac- 
tory,  a hat  factory,  a harness  and  saddle  factory  and  a 
j>rinting  office. 

THE  McLEOl)  EXCri’EMENT. 

I.ockport  was  the  scene  of  much  excitement  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  autumn  of  1840  and  winter  of  1S41.  in 
regard  to  the  arrest  and  trial  of  Alexander  McLeod.  He 
was  one  of  the  men  in  the  expedition  sent  out  from 
Canada  by  Sir  .\llan  McXali  for  the  destruction  of  the 
steamboat  “Caroline"  during  the  patriot  war.  In  the  alfray 
Amos  Durfee  was  killed,  and  the  grand  jury  of  Xiagara 
county  indicted  Mcl.eod  for  liis  murder.  In  September, 
1840,  nearly  three  years  after,  he  was  found  on  the 
New  York  side  and  arrested  upon  a warrant  issued  upon 
that  indictment  and  lodged  in  the  jail  at  Lockport.  A 
writ  of  corpus  wa.'H  issued,  and  McLeod  was  brought 

before  Judge  llowen,  and  after  a hearing  was  discharged 
upon  the  gtound  that  the  indictment  was  against  Angus 
instead  of  Alexander  McLeod.  .Vbout  two  months  after 
he  was  arrested  again,  at  Lewiston,  under  a warrant  is- 
sued by  a justice  of  that  place,  and  after  an  examination 
was  held  to  await  the  action  of  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county.  He  was  again  brought  before  Judge  llowen,  and 
after  a thorough  examination  was  held  for  trial,  but  was 
allowed  to  give  bail  in  the  sum  of  §5,000  himself,  and 
two  securities  in  an  eiiual  sum.  Two  men  were  finally 
found  in  the  county  who  consented  to  become  his  bonds- 
men, and  the  bail  was  perfected. 

The  release  of  McLeod  in  this  manner  was  highly  dis- 
pleasing to  the  citizens  generally,  and  before  he  was  set 
at  liberty  a public  meeting  was  held  in  Lockjjort,  attended 
by  a large  assemblage,  to  express  the  prevailing  indigna- 
tion toward  his  bondsmen.  Si>eet  lies  were  made,  bells  rung 
and  cannon  fireil.  .A  cannon  was  j>laced  in  front  of  the 
jail,  and  bands  of  music  marched  back  and  forth,  pla\  ing 
the  “ Kogue’s  March  " with  vigor.  I'he  spirit  of  uniigna- 
tion  was  so  mm  h aroused  that  one  of  llie  prisoner's 
bondsmen  withdrew  from  tlie  bond,  and  although  the 
other  remained  firm  amid  the  tempest  of  ex(  ited  passions, 
the  jirisoner  was  not  released. 

In  February  follow  ing,  the  grand  jury  found  a bill  of 
indictment  against  the  prisoner  for  arson  and  nu;rder, 
charging  him  w ith  Inn  ing  engaged  in  the  burning  of  the 
“ (Caroline  " and  murder  of  l>urfee.  The  llriti.'h  govern- 
ment, 111)011  hearing  of  the  arrest  of  McLeod,  deniatided 
his  release.  While  a diplomatic  sii-irring  between  the  two 
n.itions  was  in  progress,  McLeod  remained  coniiiied  in 
the  jail  at  l.o<  kport.  'I'he  insecurity  of  the  jail  caused 
much  apprehension  lest  he  might  be  re-.cued  bv  his  Iriends, 
or  taken  out  and  l\m  lied  b\  those  enraged  by  the  mennirv 

of  the  murderous  a>s.ui!t  on  the  “ ('aroline,”  until  his  re-  I 

! 

motal  to  Xew  ^'ork  in  Ma_\-  following. 


I During  the  “ patriot  war  " and  the  excitement  conse- 
I (pieiit  upon  the  imprisonment  of  McLeod,  r.enj.miin  Lett, 
j w ho  w as  implii aited  in  the  disturbances  in  Canada,  ibal 
I ai  ross  the  line  and  ni.ide  his  headipiarters  in  Lockjiort, 
j stopping  '<'metimes  at  a ta\  ern  ke|)t  in  a stone  house  near 
I Hitchm's  briilge,  .md  also  making  “Ottr  House"  a jihu  e 
; ot  resort.  This  was  a hotel  st.mding  in  the  rear  of  the 
I Exchange  Hank,  and  was  then  ke|)t  by  a Mr.  Griswold. 
'File  building  is  now  used  as  ;i  blacksmith  ami  wagon 
shop.  In  April,  1840,  Lett  blew  up  Hrock’s  monument 
with  gunpowder.  He  was  engaged  in  a nunilier  of  des- 
jierate  acts.  Witii  an  accomplice  named  William  1 >e 
F'ield,  he  fired  the  steamer  “Great  Hritian"  at  ()swego. 
He  went  to  the  house  of  Captain  Fisher,  in  Chippewa,  and 
calling  him  to  the  door,  shot  him.  Fie  blew  up  a lock  on 
the  Well.md  t anal  and  attempted  to  blow  up  the  locks  at 
Belleville,  in  Canada.  He  was  finally  sentenced  to  ini- 
i ])risonnient  and  served  a'  number  of  years,  and  was  at 
last  found  dead  on  the  beach  at  Mackinaw,  Lake  Michi- 
gan. Fie  claimed  to  have  been  incited  to  such  desperate 
j deeds  in  conseipience  of  his  two  sisters  and  mother  having 
been  brutally  treated  by  two  British  officers. 

RAILROAD  COMMUXICATIOXS. 

'I'he  opening  of  the  railroad  from  Lockport  to  Xiagara 
F’alls,  rude  aird  imperfect  as  it  was,  did  much  toward 
giving  an  impetus  to  the  business  of  Lockjrort  anti  ser\ cal 
to  encourage  further  works  of  the  kind.  'I’he  construc- 
tion of  the  Rochester,  Lockport  and  Xiagara  F'alls  Rail- 
road cast  this  primitive  line  into  the  shade,  and  affordeil 
much  greater  facilities  for  intercourse  and  commerce.  It 
was  so  far  completed  in  the  summer  of  1852  that  on  the 
j -25th  of  June  an  engine,  with  a passenger  car  attached, 
passed  o\  er  it  for  the  first  time.  It  was  only  an  excursion, 
for  the  ptir[)Ose  of  inspection  on  the  part  of  the  directors 
and  others  interested  in  the  road;  but  the  screech  of  the 
locomotive  whistle  and  approach  of  a train  from  the  east, 
hitherto  witliout  communication  of  this  kind,  [woduced 
(piite  a stam[)cde  among  the  citizens  of  the  village.  It 
was  hailed  as  a h.irbingcr  of  deliverance  from  isolation 
and  cttnfinemcnt — for  the  old  line  to  the  F'alls  had  sus- 
pended operations  nearly  a year  before.  'I'he  old  read  ran 
some  distance  upon  least  Market  street  before  rros.sing 
the  canal,  and  the  business  men  in  that  vicinity  w.cregkid 
that  they  were  no  longer  molested  by  th.e  terminus  m'  a 
railroad  in  th.eir  midst.  It  had  driven  trade  aw.iy,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  liability  of  horses  to  become  frightened 
I b)  the  jircscnce  of  cars  in  motion.  W licn  the  last  trip 

I liad  been  made,  the  down-tcjw  ners,  as  the)'  w ere  c alled, 

demonstrated  their  jov  by  ilhmhn.iting  the  streets  with 
bonfires,  antici|iating  th.il  a return  of  trade  wouKl  follow. 
'I'he  first  cattle  tram  icosed  over  this  road  for  Xew  York 
on  the  8th  of  September,  1S52,  and  before  the  clci.-c  of 
the  year  the  receipts  on  the  ro.tc.1  from  Rochester  to 
Xiag.u'.i  F.iils  amounted  co  upw.irdscu'  a tiiousaiul  doll.irs 
daily.  In  January,  1 85  2,  the  branch  from  I ,o(  kiiorl  to 
Huff.ilo  was  (.( ■mpleted,  .md  trains  commenced  running  on 
It.  'rhcso  lac  ilities  brought  Lockport  to  the  notice  ot 
c .ipitalists  frc.uu  alMo.ul.  w ho  -.vere  seeking  favor. ,ble  l.ic.ili- 
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ties  til  invent  their  money  and  en‘^a«c  in  business,  and 
many  of  them  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  it 
oJfered.  1 hi->  jiroved  benefn  iai  in  a high  degree  in 
various  way>.  "I  he  iiUer-»of  the  soil  in  the  rural  districts 
found  a more  ready  sale  and  ample  remuneration  for  the 
jtrtih’.i  Is  of  their  lalKir.  and  real  estate  H'as  enhanced 
in  value,  both  in  the  village  and  the  surrounding 
country. 

GE.NKR.U.  SCOTT  IN'  I.r>CRI’ORT. 

In  the  autumn  of  185a  General  Winfield  Scott,  whr>se 
valuable  military  scr.ices  on  the  Niagara  frontier  and 
elsewhere  in  fiahtin.'  the  nation’s  battles  had  rendered  his 
name  familiar  in  every  h<^'.;M;hold.  made  a visit  in  Lo<;>:T/or:. 
He  came  from  the  Kalis  on  the  morning  of  f tetoie.r  igt'n 
over  the  new  railroad,  which  ha/1  been  in  oj/craiion  0 it  a 
few  months.  His  coming  had  .'•ecn  duly  heraldc'l,  ar.tl 
thousands  of  cituens  had  asi^rmbled  at  the  dejiot  await- 
ing the  arrival  of  the  train.  Unusual  interest  was  mani- 
fested from  the  fact  that  it  was  aimoat  upon  the  eve  of  a 
Presidential  election,  and -Scott  was  one  of  the  candidates. 
.Vs  the  train  approached  the  station  its  rattling  .noise  was 
drowned  by  the  ahouts  of  the  multitude  and  the  roar  of 
artilleiy.  .V  carriage  was  awaiting  the  ii';uitr;ou->  pas- 
senger, and  accompanied  by  a committer  of  welcome 
he  proceeded  to  the  American  Hotel,  around  whic’n  was 
a surging  sea  of  humanity  er^ter  to  get  a sight  of  t.nc  honor- 
ed veteran.  Up-on  the  Lalcor.y  of  the  hotel  he  w as  intro- 
duced to  the  citizens  of  I»ckjx>rt  by  Hon.  T.  T.  Klag'er. 
Great  cha.cges  had  indeed  Lee."  w rt  .ght  since  he  hail 
I^erilcd  bis  life  in  ret-eiling  the  enemy  ujx.-.'.  the  Niagara 
frontier.  The  canal  w as  oniy  an  entermir-r  contemplated 
in  the  future,  aad  I^ockpon  was  ar:  anbro’nen  wdderr.e-s. 
He  had  been  railed  to  the  frontier  during  the  “patriot 
war,”  but  happily  it  proved  through,  his  di.scTetior.  a 
bloodless  campaign.  1 he  onward  march  of  pr-og.'-eSr;  in 
this  vi<  'nity  was  strong’y  impressed  ujx/r.  his  mi.ad.  as 
his  remarks  to  the  crowd  plainly  iadic..tcd_  The  canal 
that  'nad  been  drlic<I  r . . . ' the  st  r.e  a’lud- 

ed  to  Us  a monument  of  lastir.j  fame,  it  was  doai-tiess 
pkadrg  lo  his  lacm  -'y  t-u  re.i-rw  the  ve"e  sO  replete 
with  evuc"*  er  c-f  pr  /sj-rr.a,.  when  in  h b ear.  er  cay.  he 

cmlizati«.»n.  a_<n  may  .-e  .'cac;-y  aferr.  i 'r  n h.r  re- 
tmarit  thaa  the  r— ^ *.  w .eem  to  rcirc  v ->  .a 

onward  ]-rogresr»  a'e  :a  v . -t aa  Ir,-,ec-i.  r ^ s;r  .w 
and  appaecaate  ro  .a  it  u ne  e— ary  to 

i av  }OJ  a vi'It  c*. e.y  f.w  - . 
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ing  to  his  grave  the  m ar.s  from  his  wound,  re  < i-.  . .1  .r 
Chippe-A-a. 

General  .v.oti  remained  but  a few  hoers  in  I,o«  k\^,r’. 
but  before  taking  his  departure  r<^xle  through  the  prin-  i- 
pal  streets  of  the  villag-a,  and  halting  at  the  L'nion  S-  h-od 
he  made  a short  addre«s  to  the  teacher'  .and  j .j 

then  .'•epaired  to  the  dcj///t  and  re-uiiied  }::■<  ]<,  -.j  t- 

ward. 

RFXE.NT  F.VKNT.S. 

The  immense  busine.ss  carried  on  t;.'oi-.:h  t!  - - - 
sex/n  cam-red  it  to  be/^r/me  taxed  beg/ond  its  cap  o itv.  ar  d 
made  enlargement  a necessity.  Only  ten  yea'-,  Ka-;  -al  ip-.--; 
since  its  completion  ere  mea -rarer  wer-;  adoj/tci'  bv  t:  >. 
I.euislatcre  for  the  performance  of  the  work  a-,  f;  -,t  a - a<:- 
vi.sable.  This  was  not  tu’lr  completed  until  r.e  . -iy  a , ;rr- 
ter  of  a Century  after.  The  .’e'ouilding  of  ti ivk.ard 
excavating  through  the  rv.’»;s  at  L'y/.ki/^./rt  ua.-.-  -.-rr.o’o.- 
m-.-nt  to  a gre,.t  anriount  of  laUyr.  and  L-.-ncfic;,-..  rer  to 
the  busme..  prost/erity  ot  tne  '.u.mge. 

The  villa.ge  was  vi-rited  with  a de.tructi  -e  f..'e  or  tr.e 
r.ight  of  the  ad  01  Novemh-.-.c  1054.  The  fire  cocornenced 
in  a building  a Ow  rod.s  west  of  t'  e J jd-r^m  H-.  ,'e  1» 

spread  rapidly,  and  within  a few  ho..r-s  u "reat  r r.-.L-;' 
buildings  were  seep:  away  by  the  de-tretive  eien.en- 
This  was  the  mc-st  extenri.e  :nd  di-astro.-r  con^tg'ot  or 
that  ever  occ-r.'ed  i.n  .Uv.ktoor:,  O.n  the  foiOyv, i.- -i.y 
mizht  t^e  .ve-en  the  blackened  v,-;'i-.  and  sreo.  . 

mains  of  three  hctei.-r.  e'_''"een  stores,  two  ci. 


alarge  .num'.-cr  of  other  'oaiid.ng-,  1 ' e ios-  vr  ^ -e--  ' . 
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'I’Hi’  I’RI  SS  OI-  |.(  U K1‘(  )R'I'. 

I.ockpurt  is  wi'll  siijiplicd  with  fl'.c  me, ins  tor  tlie 
ilili'iisioii  of  feller. il  knowledge.  File  large  and  fnlly 
ei|iii|'iHal  pniuing  esl.ihlishments  would  he  creditalde  to 
.1  ( Ity  of  nun  h greater  population.  'I'hi>  f.n  t turni^hes 
a correct  criterion  of  tlie  amount  of  husiness  iiertormed. 
as  well  as  of  the  enterprising  sjiirit  of  the  citizens. 
The  press  chronicles  the  events  through  successive 
j years,  a comparison  of  whii  h in  local  affairs  indicates 
; the  progress  made.  When  only  a small  hamlet  had 
j sfirung  into  e.xistence  at  Lockport,  there  could  he  found 
I the  printing  jiress,  its  type  husily  clicking  to  the  echo  ot 
the  w oodman’s  a.\e  in  the  receding  forest.  In  the  news- 
I pa|ier  every  event  is  recorded  and  every  change  noted,  so 
! that  in  its  tiles  the  history  of  the  locality  is  cmhodied  and 
* ]ireserved.  Since  the  first  printing  press  w as  estaldished 
a great  imiiros'ement  has  been  made  in  the  .art,  as  well  as 
in  the  facilities  for  obtaining  the  news  for  general  dittu- 
sion.  At  that  time  there  were  no  telegraph  w ires  over 
which  news  could  he  comeyed  in  advance  of  time  itself, 
nor  was  there  yet  a railroad  in  the  land.  Intelligence  of 
i events  in  distant  parts  of  the  country  would  he  a mondi 
old  on  its  reception.  The  dingy  impressions  received 
from  the  old  Ramage  press  inked  by  sheep  skin  halls  , 
upon  the  diminutive  weekly  sheets,  comiiared  with  the 
' issues  of  the  present  time,  display  a wondrous  change  and 
improvement. 

Now,  eight-column  folios  are  issued  daily,  each 
I number  replete  with  items  from  foreign  shores,  and  cir- 
i ciliated  through  the  land  through  the  agency  of  the 
tleeting  locomotive.  It  was  fortunate  for  Lcxk[)ort  that 
in  its  infancy  it  had  an  editor  of  undoubted  ability.  The 
pioneer  paiier,  soon  after  it  had  been  started,  passed  into 
i the  hands  of  Orsamus  Turner,  who  conduc  ted  it  and  w as 
connected  with  the  [iress  of  Lockport  the  greater  [>art  of 
j the  time  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  aist, 
j itssS-  It  was  in  his  printing  establishment  that  a fortui- 
! tons  incident  occurred  worthy  of  being  recorded  for  all 
time.  It  was  here,  in  a remote  village,  that  the  first  com- 
position roller  seen  in  this  c'ountry  was  made  and  used. 
Previous  to  this  o<xurrence,  balls  covered  w ith  sliee|>skin 
were  useil.  'Phis  jirocess of  inking  the  form  was  sK;w  and 
I toilsome.  A man  useci  these  balls,  to  which  a short 
I handle  was  attac  hed,  to  plac  e the  ink  on  the  t_\  [>e,  and  the 
impression  was  made  by  a hard  pull  of  the  arm.  I'he 
introduction  of  the  composition  roller,  now  univers.dU' 

' used,  was  altogether  .iccidental.  .An  itinerant  from  .icross 
the  Atlantic  came  along  one  day,  and  reported  that  a 
great  imprenement  had  been  m.ule  in  the  " old  c ountrv" 
in  inking  the  form  by  means  of  the  composition  roller; 
.iml  undc'r  his  direction  the  first  in  this  country  was 
m.ide  and  used,  and  their  utility  discovered. 

The  3 Di'i'ioiidt  was  the  first  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  1 .1)1  kport,  and  also  the  first  in  Niagara  c ounty. 
It  was  st.irtcd  .'t  Icwiston  in  i.Sji  liy  ll.irtcmiis  ker- 
euson.  During  the  cn,,umg  winter  the  luinting  m.iteri.aU 
were  {mrch.isecl  by  some  of  the  enterprising  c iti/ens  of 
Loc  kport,  and  together  w ith  the  editor  wa  re  renio'. ed  to 
the  hitter  vill.tge.  William  Larney  was  eng.igcd  to  tran>- 


jiort  the  [cress  and  .iccompaniments.  The  venerable 
pioneer  i.>  still  living  tc)  relate  the  difficulties  under  which 
j he  labored  in  the  undertaking.  The  road  was  in  a 
most  wretched  condition.  Deep  mud  was  [crevalent, 
in  a [lartially  frozen  state,  and  such  obstructions 
.is  logs,  brush  and  stones  were  [>lentiful.  W ith  two 
yoke  of  strong  o.ven  and  ;i  heavy  lumber  wagon  he  was 
I enabled,  after  two  days  of  diligenc  e and  hard  labejr,  to  ac- 
I complish  the  task.  On  his  arrival  the  interested  inhabi- 
tants gathered  about  to  g.t/.e  on  the  scene  as  if  a caravan 
was  a|)[)ro.iching.  The  advent  of  this  old  [irinting  [cress 
marked  an  im[cortant  era.  'I'he  name  of  the  [»a[)er  was 
changed  to  The  Lockport  Ohscnuitory,  and  a co[)y  of 
the  first  issue  was  [creserved  by  M.  H.  'Pucker  and 
subsec[ueiuly  de[cosited  in  the  corner-stone  of  Orace 
Church.  'Phough  but  a diminutive  weekly  sheet  it  was 
! for  many  years  far  from  self-sustaining,  and  relied  on  vol- 
' untary  contributions  to  a considerable  e.xtent  for  su[i[Hcrt, 

I as  did  succeeding  news[capers  for  many  years.  It  was  re- 
moved from  l.ewiston  in  consei[uence  of  the  citizens  not 
contributing  to  its  siqcport  liberally  enough  to  guarantee 
its  continuance  at  that  [dace.  In  August,  iSaa,  it  [cassed 
into  the  hands  of  Orsamus  'Purner,  who  became  editor 
and  [cublisher.  In  his  own  language,  Lock[cort  was  at 
! that  time  " as  rough  and  primitive  a village  as  any,  [cer- 
haps,  that  ever  gloried  in  an  old  Ramage  [>rcss  and  a few 
I fonts  of  worn  out  type.”  In  1823  another  [)a[cer  was 
started  at  L.ewiston,  bearing  the  name  of  The  Le:oisto/i 
• Sent! net,  and  published  by  James  O.  Daily.  It  soon 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Oliver  Grace,  who  removed  it  to 
I Lock[)ort  and  changed  the  name  to  T/ie  LLiayara  St/iti- 
! net.  In  1S2S  it  was  united  with  the  Lockport  Ohscs-catory 
i ancj  issued  as  the  Dcmocrot  aiui  Sentinel.  'Phe  same  year 
' it  was  purchased  by  Peter  I’.esancon,  wlvo  changed  the 
! name  to  The  Lockport  Journal.  In  iSac^  it  was  re- 
christened and  took  the  name  of  The  Lockport  Balance. 
In  1833  the  L^ockport  Gazette  was  started  by  l’ier[cont 
Raker,  and  in  the  follow  ing  \ ear  the  two  were  united  and 
issued  as  the  L.ockport  Balance  and  Gazette.  It  after- 
wards was  divested  of  the  Gazette  [cart  of  its  name, 
resumed  the  name  of  I'he  l.ockport  Balance  .ind  was 
[cublished  In  D.  P'.  Coultccn  for  a short  [ceriocl,  and  s>ib- 
' sec[uently  bv  'P.  H.  Ilvatt.  Orsamus  Purner  in  i.'sgy 
started  a new  [ca[)er,  giving  it  the  n.ime  ot  The  /ac^-'ra 
and  in  1837  [lurchascd  the  Lockport  Baiaacc. 

\ united  the  two  in  one  and  issued  it  as  the  B/acara 
Democrat  and  L^ockport  Balance.  It,  liowever,  soon  re- 
! sumed  the  name  of  The  B'iayara  Democrat.  Mr.  'Purner 
rem.iined  editor  and  [cro[)rietor  until  1.831),  and  during 
[c.irt  ot  the  tune  he  was  connected  with  it,  it  w.is 
[cublished  .It  the  lower  town,  between  wiiiih  and 
the  U|)[)er  town  there  w.is  a riv.ilry  tor  village  honors. 

In  1839  the  B layara  Dcmoi  rat  ['.issed  into  the  h.iiuls 
’ of  Phomas  1’.  Scovell,  who  owned  and  imblished  it  until 
K^dt),  w hen  it  w as  traiisfr-ned.  t.>  'P -.rner  .\b  t '1  illom. 
who  were  sm  ceeded  bv  Rdh'ii  vV  l .'.inplcel!.  ,ind  thon  the 
[ca[)cr  ag.iin  [ussed  into  ilie  li.inds  ot  v>rsamus  Purner. 
'vlio  [cublished  it  until  his  death,  joiin  C.’.m[cbe!l  thui 
became  i)r('[>rietor  ot  the  [epeer  auvl  [niblisheii  it  until 
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i 1858,  when  it  was  purchased  by  A.  S.  Prentiss.  Mr.  Pren- 
j tiss  had  since  1853  I)een  publishing  a free  advertising 
I pa]>er  calleil  ihe  J.ihkf'ort  Daily  Aihirtis<r.  Alter  i)ur- 
( li.ising  the  Xia^ara  Dttnoirat,  he  enlarged  the  Atmr- 
tisiT,  and  cfuitinued  its  daily  publication,  and  the  weekly 
was  ( ailed  Tht'  /h  ni.h’rat  a>hi  Aiiii  i tisi'r.  In  1S60  it  was 
conve\ed  to  tPulord  |.  Clark.  On  tlie  9th  of  .\pril. 
iS5(^,  the  I.ockf'art  (, V//'i'///V/c  was  established  by  S.  S. 
Poinroy  iV  Co.:  it  was  ,i  weekiv  paper.  In  the  tollowing 
\ ear  the  L(hkf'o>'t  Jhul\  I nii'n  was  issued  from  the  same 
ofhee.  In  i86j  a cons<jlidation  of  thes  above  pa[>ers  was 
effected.  A compromise  upon  the  \arious  nomenclatures 
was  also  agreed  upon,  the  daily  taking  the  name  of 
Lockpart  Paiiv  L'nian  and  the  weekly  that  of  Tht  -\  la^ara 
Democrat,  vrliirh  names  tiiev'  still  retain.  Pomroy  lA 
Chamberlain  became  editors  as  well  as  owners  when  they 
w ere  united.  In  1 8(»3  .Mr.  Pomroy  retired  from  the 
paper,  and  in  the  ensuing  year  (.'hamlierlam  sold  his 
interest  to  Henr\  K.  Shaft,  who  had  commenced  the 
publication  of  T/u-  I.oikport  />cr',  a daily  and  weekly 
[taper,  which  was  merged  in  the  Union  and  Democrat. 
Mr.  .Shaft  did  not  long  remain  connected  with  it.  It  was 
then  under  the  management  of  Wolcott  A Chamberlain 
tintil  Jtine,  iSh;,  when  Chamberlain  sold  his  interest  to 
R.  M.  -Skeels,  who  in  1S70  bought  AVolcott's  interest  like- 
wise. ( >n  the  1st  of  Clctober,  1S71,  William  C.  Olmsted 
became  a partner,  the  firm  name-being  R.  M.  Skeels  A 
Co.  t>n  October  1st,  1876,  a stock  company  was  formed, 
with  John  Hodge  as  president  and  James  Jackson,  jr., 
treasurer,  whicli  remains  unchanged  at  the  [tresent  time. 
The  [).i[)er  is  under  the  editorial  management  of  R.  M. 
Skeels. 

On  the  ist  of  .May,  iS’7,  M.  Cadwallader  commenced 
the  [lublication  of  a weekly  [laper  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Xiayara  Courier.  It  was  subsequently  pub- 
lished by  George  Reese, who.  however,  remained  connected 
with  its  [lublication  but  a short  time.  T.  T.  Plagler 
became  his  successor,  .md  under  his  able  management  it 
gained  very  much  in  public  estimation  and  attained  to  a 
susbtantial  and  permanent  basis.  He  was  its  editor  until 
1843,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Crandall  A lirigham. 
It  subseipieiitly  pa-s^,■d  into  the  hands  of  David  S.  Cran- 
dall, who  in  1847  issued  a daily,  the  first  of  a permanent 
character  in  l.ockijorl.  In  1831  both  dailv  and  weekly 
were  [uirchased  by  ( !..  .'skeels  and  John  Williams.  In 
1846  Robert  H.  >tevens  (ommenced  the  jniblication  of 
The  Xia\^ara  Ca/inaA:  lie  < (mtinued  it  for  a short  period 
and  then  sold  to  Humphry  A Fo\,  and  subsequeiitlv 
the  paper  w i>  bought  and  continued  b\  Charles  1.  Pov 
until  June.  myi.  w lien  M.  ( . Rnh.ird'on,  who  as  asso- 
« i.ile  editor  h. id  during  the  three  |tc<  eding  \ears  been 
( onnei  ted  with  the  i'omier,  h.ising  (itlermined  to  start  ,i 
tree  sod  W hig  p.ijier.puri  lused  the  m.iteri.d  of  the  .Wi/gt//-,/ 
Cata’ait  oC  ATr.  1-  o\  lor  tn.it  piTj'ii^c.  I he  m.iteri.d 
> on,>’,t  d ot  oid\  ;i  ii.iiid  I're"  .ind  some  worn  out  t\]e, 
but  Mr.  Riih.iiiUoii  speedib  .unied  lu-w  t\pe.  .ind  in  the 
bitter  p.irt  oi  the  same  month  i^^iied  the  first  immber 
ol  the  l.oekpart  Ji'innal.  It  w.is  imblished  weekiv. 
.iiid  within  three  months  .ut  nned  to  a circnl.'tion  and 


patronage  unprecedented  by  any  weekly  [ia|)er  whi<  h had 
ever  been  [itiblished  in  the  county.  In  1832,  in  com 
• pliance  witli  the  .solicitations  of  many  friends.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson commencetl  the  publication  of  the  l.oekport  Daii\ 
Journal.  The  poptd.ition  of  the  \ill.ige  .it  that  period 
was  not  large  enough  to  w.irr.mt  .1  peciiniarv  su<  ce'^.  .ind 
for  about  three  vears  it  w.is  uni emiiner.i ti\ e.  It  required 
mill  h h.ird  wi>rk  and  inonev  '.u  riii<  ed  Liefoie  it  re- 
turneil  an  adequate  compeiis.ition  for  the  l.dior  bestowed 
' upon  it,  and  during  these  years  it  was  customary  for  the 

; [)ro[»rietor  to  work  assiduously  from  twebc  to  si.vteen 

I hours  each  working  da\  throughout  the  year,  thus  c.irr\- 
' ing  a btirden  which  with  larger  receipts  would  ha\e  been 
I shared  b)'  two  or  three  [lersons.  In  1852  Cornelius  L ii- 
derwood,  an  e.\pern:nced  printer,  but  destitute  of  cajutal. 
became  a jiartner  in  the  business.  The  largely  increased 
exjienditure  arising  from  the  juiblication  of  the  daily 
rendered  the  jirospect  gloomv  to  Mr.  L nderwoud.  dis- 
' solution  was  effected  by  mutual  consent,  and  .Mr.  Rich.- 
ard.son  again  bec.ime  the  sole  proprietor.  In  1863  he  juir- 
; chased  at  the  e.\|>ense  of  eight  hundred  dollars  a [mwer 
' press,  the  first  ever  introduced  in  I.ockjiort,  and  idacecl  it 
in  the  establishment.  It  was  run  by  means  of  a crank- 
turned  by  hand,  as  tlie  office  at  the  time  in  ([nestion  could 
j not  afford  the  e.xjienditiire  for  steam  power.  In  Novem- 
j ber,  1854.  the  building  in  which  the  Journ.i!  was  located 
caught  fire,  and  although  the  tlames  were  extinguished  the 
[irinting  material  was  mostly  destroyed.  Of  the  insurance- 
only  about  five  or  six  hundred  dollars  were  realized.  'I'he 
! office  was  then  in  the  second  .story  of  No.  9 Main  street. 
Not  disheartened  by  the  disaster  the  pro[irietor  ordered 
more  type,  and  issued  the  Journal  :x‘yyx\w\  occupying  p.irt 
: of  the  second  and  all  of  the  third  story  of  a buiklir.g 

I owned  bv  John  .-Vlexander.on  the  ground  '.vhere  rirevfoe'le's 

I - • . ■ 

store  now  stands.  New  and  more  valuable  j)res>cs  were 
I cjbtained  in  due  time,  and  by  means  of  economy  and  vig- 
ilance the  establi-ihment  became  pro.'peroiisand  'profitable. 

' .-\s  before  stated,  the  Xiayara  Courier  was  [uircha-ed 

in  1S51  by  Skeels  A Williams.  In  the  same  ye.!r  S.  S. 
Pomroy  became  editorially  connected  with  it.  and  in 
1S55  became  its  [iroprietor.  In  1857  John  G.  r re  .*- 
I man  took  an  interest  in  its  publication,  and  it  wim 
I sued  under  the  firm  name  of  Pomroy  A:  Freeman;  ihe 
i latter  subsequently  became  the  sole  proprieti.r.  Ti’e 
G>// /■/’(■/"  and  the  Journal  iKjlitically  were  now  occ  up;.  01  , 
a similar  position,  and  the  friends  ut  each  nrjed.  :!  , 
union  of  the  two  papers  as  a me.isure  of  ;>olitii  .il  li.  r- 
monv  and  success,  .\ccurdingt v.  in  l ebrn.iry.  i>;(,.  i 
iwca  were  united  under  tile  prujn  letur-iiiji  1.;  Ri<l,  : 
son  lA  Frecm.in.  l !ie  d.iiU  w;>>  ;v,  ieci  .0  tiie  / 
and  Conrii  r ,ind  the  \\c'  kly  .is  //  .\ . -.  .c  o / ..' 

Tlie  n.iiiie  of  the  w eekiy  w .i>  .ifterw  .ir.l  i li.in_  1 : / 

Xta-.^ara  /onrnai  and  th.il  ut  the  d.rl\  tu  / 

Dail':  /onrntl.  wlmli  na'iic'  t!ie\  still  ret.im.  F.  1 
M r.  !■  i eem.ui  ,p;  i ! " . , 

.1  few  iiiuiu;.'  :;i  . . i c,  . p 

night  of  .M.iv  31I.  I SO’,  the  b'aiidmg  u<  1 q-u-di  . 
Jinirnal  ( auglu  lire  m the  b.'-eiiicnt.  lillui  ; 
bebue  di.’Co\ered  w .1  !e  ■'  . ■ '. 
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(lering  an  entrance  into  any  jiart  of  it  impracticable. 
So(/n  a lurid  llame  arose,  and  in  a few  minutes  extended 
from  basement  to'roof.  'File  means  at  command  were 
in.iilequate  to  exlin([uish  the  tlames,  the  Holly  system  not 
then  being  in  operation.  AH  of  the  books,  paper,  |)resses, 
and  the  large  accumulation  of  material  were  totally  de- 
stroyed. The  loss  was  about  sp.ooo,  only  one-third 
of  which  was  covered  by  insuran<  e,  aside  from  ac- 
counts, papers,  etc.  .\fter  this  unfortunate  event,  the 
proprietors  purchased  the  lot  on  which  the  Journal 
building  now  stands  of  George  W.  Rogers,  on  time, 
the  payments  extending  ten  years;  but  occupied 
temporarily  as  a publishing  and  business  house  the  dwell- 
ing in  which  Mr.  Rogers  and  family  for  many  years  had 
resided.  They  purchased  t\pe  and  proves,  and  the 
Journal  was  soon  again  in  full  operali-'n,  with  a larger 
patronage  than  ever  before.  In  julv,  r.Sog,  Mr,  barker 
sold  his  interest  to  M.  C.  Richardson,  who  continued  to 
run  the  establishment  as  sole  proprietor,  occupying  the 
j same  quarters  until  1S69,  when  he  erected  the  building  in 
• which  the  Journal  is  now  published,  with  its  ample  ac- 
I commodations.  In  1870  Joseph  A.  Ward,  who  for  several 
: years  had  been  connected  with  the  Pkxchange  Bank  of 
Lockport,  purchased  one-fourth  of  the  business  interest 
of  the  Journal,  including  printing  materials,  and  became 
the  business  manager,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  has 
successfully  continued  to  discharge.  In  the  spring  of 
1871  Willard  A.  Cobb,  who  for  several  years  previous 
had  been  proprietor  of  the  Dunkirk  Journal,  purchased 
of  Mr.  Richardson  a one-fourth  interest  in  the  business, 
material,  etc.,  and  became  associate  editor,  Mr.  Richard- 
son retaining  the  other  half  interest  in  the  Journal  office 
! and  all  of  the  real  estate  connected  with  it.  Since  the 
‘ formation  of  the  present  firm  the  presses  and  other  facili- 
ties have  been  multiplied  and  the  business  largely  in- 
creased. It  is  generally  conceded  that  no  city  in  the 
, State,  unless  considerably  larger  and  more  advantageous- 
ly located,  produces  a daily  which  in  the  labor  and  ex- 
penditure bestowed  upon  it  excels  the  Lockport  Journal. 

The  Lockport  Times. — On  the  ist  of  January,  1871,  The 
Lockport  Times  was  started  by  the  Lockport  Publishing 
Company.  It  was  issued  as  a weekly  only  until  April  of 
the  same  year.  The  .}fornl/t<p  Tima  was  then  issued 
daily  from  the  same  office.  It  was  under  the  editorial 
management  of  John  Ransom  until  July  ist,  1871,  at 
which  time  S.  S.  Pomroy  took  that  position.  Mr.  Pomroy 
was  thus  connected  with  the  paper  until  May,  1873, 
when  he  withdrew  and  was  succeeded  by  J.  H.  .Murphy. 
In  October,  1875,  S.  S.  Pomroy  again  became  the  editor, 
and  continued  as  su.cli  until  the  t>tof  .May,  1878,  when 
K.  W.  Gantt  took  th.e  ed.itorial  management  of  the  'Times, 
and  he  still  holds  that  pu>ition. 

The  Cutholic  I '/s/tor  was  started  on  the  7 th  of  lulv, 
1875,  at  Xo.  311  Ka--t  .M.irket  street,  by  Wilber  brothers. 
When  its  publi-  atuju.  was  coinu'.enced  it  was  onlv  a 
smail  tvvo-cohu.m  p.tper.  ,\t  tile  end  of  si\  months  it 
was  enlargedi  to  fotir  columns.  In  about  a year  from  the 
time  tlic  fir.st  number  was  issued  the  pajicr  w.is  again 
eiil  irged,  taking  its  present  si/.e,  whi(  h is  li\e  cohiinns 


and  douMi  s "ri_ui.d  length.  It  is  publi.'l'icd  on  ^^’e(.ln'.■s- 
I day  of  e.u  h Ui-ek. 

; The  Lock-City  .Wan  is  a five-i  olumn  weekly  newspaper, 

I published  in  the  same  ofii.  e n ill;  tile  Catholic  I 'isitor.  The 

I first  number  of  the  .\'(  r,n- was  i..,,..ued  on  the  29th  of  .Sep- 

! fember,  i ''77.  L A pul>lished  every  Saturday  by  Joshua 
\\'i:ber,  and  < upie'  the  position  of  an  independent  news- 
pa]jer.  replete  with  current  news  and  a variety  of  local 
events  and  incidents. 

Two  other  newspapers  have  been  started  in  Lockport 
and  existed  for  a short  period,  whose  history  is  discon- 
nected with  those  of  the  present  and  consequently  not 
mentioned  in  connection  with  them.  The  first  bore  the 
name  of  L’ricstcraft  Ji.xposcil.  It  was  an  anti-masonic 
• journal,  published  from  182S  t(j  1 830  by  Lyman  Spald- 
ing. The  other  was  started  in  1837,  during  the  “patriot 
war  ” excitement,  by  P.  Scoville,  and  was  called  The 
Frontier  Sintincl.  'I'hey  sprang  into  being  by  dint  of 
I circumstances  then  existing,  and  when  the  cause  needed 
j no  further  defense  they  dropped  out  of  existence. 

I EARLY  SCHOOLS. 

I The  first  school  was  taught  within  the  limits  of  what  is 
: now  the  city  of  Lockport  in  1821.  The  pioneer  settlers 

\ in  the  vicinity,  feeling  the  need  of  a school,  made  use  of 

i the  Friends’  meeting-house  for  a school-room  until  other 

i accommodations  could  be  obtained.  The  first  teacher 

j was  Miss  Pamelia  .\ldrich.  The  rapid  increase  of  popu- 

j lation  which  followed  immediately  after  that  date  made 

' it  necessary  to  provide  for  a district  school.  district 

was  set  off,  but  there  was  yet  no  school  building.  This 
deficiency  was  for  a time  supplied  by  R.  L.  Wilson,  who 
in  the  fall  of  1S22  erected  at  his  own  exjtense  a log  build- 
ing near  where  the  Free  Methodist  church  now  stands. 
The  trustees  made  him  the  proposition  to  open  a school 
j on  subscription,  which  he  accepted.  He  taught  by  the 

' quarter  and  was  furnished  with  board  and  fuel,  receiving 

a stipulated  sum  per  scholar.  In  1823  David  Xye  erect- 
ed a building  which  he  used  for  a private  school  a short 
time,  and  then  sold  it  to  Charles  Hammond,  who  contin- 
ued to  use  it  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  school  commissioners  after 
Lockport  was  set  off  as  a town  was  on  the  17th  of  .\|)ril. 
i 1824.  School  district  X'o.  i was  formed,  extending  c>vcr 
a large  tract  of  territory  on  the  west  side  of  the  canal,  and 
on  the  iptli  of  .\ugust  following  school  district  Xo.  2 was 
formed,  embracing  an  extent  eipially  large  on  the  e.tst 
side  of  tl;e  canal.  In  1825  the  public  money  for  supi)ori 
of  the  schools  was  first  distributed  in  the  town.  The  ti'tal 
number  of  scholars  at  that  time  was  542.  and  the  amount 
draw  n ,S 1 32.49.  The  two  districts  formct.1  in  I824  asbe- 
fore  stated  were  \ariously  sub-divideil,  until  in  1848.  wiien 
! the  L'nion  school  system  was  adopted,  the  number  of  dis- 
; trie  ts  had  im  reased  to  seven  in  the  city. 

; riiF  w.x'i  r.if  p<>wi:r  of  i ocrpi^r  i'. 

j The  supply  of  water  w hii  h could  be  employed  .is  an 
j agent  for  drixing  nuchinery  was  scanty  prexious  to  the 
I ( omplclioi;  of  the  Erie  (.'an. il.  The  branch  of  Eighteen- 


' '*'• 

•f 

■I  = M'l,  'if 

- I .1 


•till .' 

t , ' 

'l 


n ijtr  oi-»}  ’9‘»r’vtln>*rr  xnrr»h 

•V  .,  v«  ,!iJi  '-rtirt  ti  |V.  .■3« 

...  <>rt  I ‘ j '■,<?-‘Tf.  iia4 

''  'th  h j.M  ff(*i/ij.rrrf/*j  •’ v)« 

. • 'i-tIA  n>.(iji-.i«kj..  HI  «v,w, 

• >M  .,f.  Uc<li(:i  j »i(Jj(  t,f|p 

• ■’•J.  i.»)  . -i.l't 

' ''  ‘ ' 0 

' *'■  ■»•  .tm  .eiciiiei) 

’ If.  ,.,•  I.  ■;  i- 

' : I ...  I -,J,  ( |,»  7,  ^Dtblhff^ 

' ' ' ■■*  • f '1  (ft  . . "I  irrf 

...I 'i  f*.  vnf 

'••*'  -■  f j],i  VI 

•A  O >. 

■(.,)  A'd  l/>a»  j 

- • ■:  'I  .;<>  ili’I  I 

• i.  ‘H>  J 

< *' 
J , ■’  f 


,F  ■ 


I, .‘  1 ■ r 


'"  I' 

• .<•  'i  o(ii 

• ' '.'U- 

• XSt 

■ ■ " t vd 

""  ' . !■>  5 

''  , ii  •■  /‘J;i 

■ • '.j:- ' nt.5 

Jin 

* r.  'friTcil 

tTj>h 

r .1  . i 

■•'  ,v’f. 'J; 

o ^ 


■>■'  ■''  jr  Li‘  ■’  ‘ ■ ,,i  I ■ . ■ 

''  ' . i«r.b 

■ ' .1  ‘ n ♦. 

' ' ti  Vf 

■■  ■ 1 , ■ ,1 

. I fll 

• ■ - JmU, 

■ ■ fV  .3 

;■  ■ -a  *■'(<.  ■* 

■ ' y ''■•■■  . A . 

• ■ ■ " r i,i'/i  'i-  ;_ki' 

"■  -'■•  -;'i|  iji 

^ ■ : i { h.t.ru'  HI.** 

T.|  h fiJrtyjiJ 

t-  4* 


■"  I'  , 


rlv!’,  ' ! ■ .,  ,‘i  ^ > 

- • ' • ■ ■ i 

r>  ■;.  ;-  A . . 


THE  W.\TI:R  1’0\\  i:r  oh  I.oCKI’OR'I'. 


mile  creek  which  meanders  in  a northwesterly  direction 
tlmni;^li  tile  city  olteretl  the  only  facility,  and  that  in  dry 
weather  dwimlled  to  sin  h insij^nificance  as  to  he  for  the 
most  part  unreliable.  The  surplus  water,  or  water  that 
could  be  spared  from  the  canal  and  used  in  propelling 
machinery  without  injury  to  navigation,  was  a matter  that 
had  not  been  overlooked  by  the  canal  commissioners. 
Where  its  use  was  practicable  the  result  would  be  bene- 
ficial in  numerous  ways.  It  would  not  only  bring  a rev- 
enue to  the  State  from  the  sale  of  the  surplus  water  along 
the  line  of  the  canal,  but  would  give  growth  to  villages  at 
such  iioints  and  thereby  an  increase  in  commerce. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  on  the  20th  of 
.April,  i S2^,  the  c.inal  commissioners  were  authorized  to 
advertise  and  sell  the  surplus  water  where  practicable  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  water  is  drawn  from  Lake  Erie 
to  su])ply  the  lower  or  Genesee  level,  c.xtending  from  the 
foot  of  the  locks  to  Montezuma,  a distance  of  more  than 
one  hundred  miles,  and  :n  order  to  do  this  it  is  necessary 
to  jiass  a large  quantity  around  the  locks  at  Lockport. 
This  was  a well  known  fact,  yet  fears  were  entertained 
that  this  water  privilege  would  be  of  but  little  value.  It 
was  thought  it  would  be  so  affected  by  the  working  of 
the  locks  that  it  would  be  irregular  and  consequently  un- 
reliable. Darius  Comstock  was  owner  of  the  land  around 
the  locks  and  canal  basin  when  the  water  power  ^vas  ad- 
vertised for  sale.  It  appears  that  he  entertained  such  an 
impression,  from  the  fact  that  his  bid  for  the  use  of  the 
water  was  only  fifty  dollars;  and  a few  days  previous  to 
the  completion  of  the  canal  he  sold  all  the  land  on  the 
so'utheastem  side  of  the  canal,  e.xtcnding  along  Pine  street 
to  the  passage  way  which  now  leads  to  the  Spalding  mill, 
and  thence  along  the  brow  of  the  hill  back  of  Main  street 
and  as  far  down  the  canal  as  the  present  railroad  bridge, 
e.xcepting  a small  reservation,  for  the  consideration  of 
$3,500.  Lyman  A.  Spalding  was  the  p)Urchaser,  and 
shortly  after  that  transaction  gave  $2,000  to  obtain  the 
reservation.  W hen  the  canal  was  finally  opened  for  navi- 
gation ami  the  water  for  the  first  time  passed  around  the 
locks  in  the  race  prepared  for  it  and  discharged  into  the 
basin  near  where  the  Spalding  mill  now  stands,  it  was  at 
once  perceived  that  it;^  value  was  far  greater  than  had 
been  anticip.ated.  Immediately  after  S[>alding  commenc- 
ed removing  the  earth  prci-aratory’  to  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  a fiouring-mill,  and  the  water  in  the  race  was  first 
made  use  of  by  him  to  wash  down  the  earth  and  carry  it 
into  the  canal  basin. 

On  the  25th  of  January.  1S26,  the  canal  commisaioners 
on  the  part  of  the  State  conveyed  to  William  Kennedy, 
of  Lockjnjrt,  and  Junius  H.  IL-t<  of  New  A'ork  city, 
the  surplus  water,  as  it  was  termed,  at  the  village  of 
Lockimrt.  It  was  to  be  <i'ld  to  the  highest  bidder, 
and  Mr.  Kennedy  |)ut  in  a bid  of  ,<2cr,  per  annum,  which 
being  the  highest  the  lea->e  w.i-,  atcordingly  executed 
under  his  direi  tions  to  hill,  eif  ,ind  ILit<  ii.  Ti'e  condi- 
ti<in.s  ot  tl'.e  le.t  -‘'It  tiicm  :n  p ■ r-e  ''';'in  ■ I ,x;i  ■■  e w.ater 
that  could  be  spared  from  the  c.inal  without  injury  to 
navigation  or  to  the  canal  it-eif.  The  water  ihu-.  leased 
was  to  be  discliaraed  into  the  lower  or  < L.-nesee  level,  so 


that  virtually  no  water  would  be  diverted  from  the  can.d 
by  the  lessees.  In  the  winter  of  1825-6,  Lyman  .\, 
.S|)alding  built  a saw-mill  a few  rods  below  wliere  tin 
Pound  Manufacturing  Company's  buildings  are  r v. 
located,  and  constructed  out  of  timber  a conduit  ex'er.d- 
ing  from  the  canal  race  to  it.  About  the  same  rime 
Jabez  Pomeroy  and  William  Bass  erected  a building  ne,.r 
i the  Spalding  flouring  mill,  which  they  used  for  <ani;:'_ 
j wool  and  dressing  cloth.  These  buildings  were  both  ;r, 

I operation  in  the  summer  of  1826,  and  were  tlie  fir-t  ■ 

I which  machinery  was  propelled  by  the  water  t.iken  Irum 
the  canal. 

When  the  real  value  of  the  water  power  was  fullv 
j demonstrated  its  control  was  an  object  of  strong  ' om;  e- 
tition.  The  efforts  p»ut  forth  to  secure  this  prize  in  a tew 
' years  afterward  resulted  in  a spirited  controversy  belw  een 
I the  parties  concerned.  A large  flouring  mill  had  been  er-.<  - 
ted  by  Ly  man  A.  Spalding,  depentling  upon  the  water  fnmi 
, the  canal  to  run  it.  He  had  also  purchased  the  land  on  tiie 
, op[)Osite  side  of  the  canal, which  left  no  way  open  for  con- 
ducting the  water  around  the  locks  except  thrmigh  Iiis 
premises.  In  the  meantime,that  part  of  Lockport  known  a-, 
the  lower  town  had  been  laid  out  into  village  lots  and  sold 
to  parties  anxious  and  determined  to  get  control  of  the 
surplus  water.and  convey  it  there  in  such  a manner  as  to  de- 
prive that  portion  of  the  village  in  the  vicinity  of  the  canal 
basin  of  it  to  a considerable  extent.  But  a formidable  < b- 
stacle  in  perfecting  this  design  was  presented  in  the  fact 
j that  the  land  through  which  it  must  be  conducted  wa-, 
I owned  by  Mr.  Spalding,  with  whom  the  lower  town  pru- 
j prictors  could  not  agree  upon  terms  of  purchase. 

In  1829  the  lease  from  the  State  for  the  surplus  water 
I passed  from  the  original  holders  into  the  hands  of  what 
! was  known  as  the  .Albany  Company.  Thiscom[>any  i-'V 
I purchase  had  become  the  proprietors  of  more  than  lualf  >t 
the  lower  town.  One  of  the  canal  commissioners  u.i> 
, an  interested  party  in  the  transactions,  which  madeaffair-< 
still  more  difficult  to  adjust  in  a pacific  manner.  1 o 
. render  the  real  estate  investment  at  the  lower  town  rem-  - 

! nerativc.  it  was  necessary  to  convey  the  surplus  water  there- 

to Use  in  driving  machinery.  The  lease  < i.nferred  ti.r 
! right  to  the  use  of  the  water  as  it  fell  from  one  level  t>* 

j the  other,  without  land  or  right  of  way.  'I  lie  less-:  ' 

now  wished  to  take  the  greater  part  of  the  water  to 
lower  town,  and  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  a rial.'  to  i ■ 
it  through  the  land  belonging  to  Mr.  .Si>..b;ing  -w.  ••e 
aided  by  the  canal  commissioners.  One  the  < m- 
missioners  was  directly  interested,  and  < .en  ive  me  -'  Uo' 
were  introduced.  .An  order  was  granted  Iq  tl'.em  i v . 
the  sole  control  of  the  canal  and  locks  at  l.o<  .rt 

I • 

the  hands  of  the  lessees,  and  rejardless  of  protest  .1  • 
of  men  Were  set  to  v. ..rk  to  cut  a ditcli  alor..:  c - ' 
the  canal.  The  < itizens.  indignant  at  the  [ n.i  .-e  i.; 
.sembled  and  drove  them  a.way.  When  "'.e  < -o.  d < 1-  1 ' r 

ti:-;  V i-s-.-r  in  '>29  ihe  'sat-;r  u.i'  frni-d  '■■m  o-  I'.e  ' • . 
a-o  s i V e'dcr  a the  ■ 

of  course  stopped  the  i.iiiis.  H.j'tae  !e  a-  •• 

I been  en-_'endered  i ontiniie  1.  and  the  w ter  v-  ' 
throii_h  the  lo<  ks.  to  liie  detriment  r f n ":e  it.'  n v.  . 
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tiu:  « ai\;il  uiK,-ncd  in  tlic  spring  of  1S  50.  I'liis  practice  ; 
was  lontiniicd  tliroiij^li  the  season,  only  admitting;  water  j 
cnouj^h  into  tlic  race  to  run  Hissell’s  tlourin^  mill,  to  the  i 
^reat  inconvenience  of  the  hoatmen  and  loc  k tenders. 

In  this  unhappy  condition  matters  ( oiitinued  until  the 
intervening  land  was  bought  by  the  Albany  ('ompany,  i 
who  paid  liberally  for  it.  1 his  ended  the  c ontroversy, 
for  it  placed  both  the  land  and  water  power  in  the  hands 
of  one  company,  and  it  was  to  their  interest  now  to  use 
the  water  whenever  it  was  recpiired.  In  1S32  the  race 
was  com[)leted  as  far  as  the  then  new  ly  erec  ted  cotton 
factory,  now  known  as  the  I'ranklin  .Mills. 

In  1S56  W ashington  Hunt  and  William  .Marc  v c ame 
in  possession  of  the  water  power,  and  on  Hecember  ist 
cjf  the  same  year  the  Loc  kport  Hc  clraulic  C'om|>anv  was 
organized,  with  Washington  Hunt  as  president.  Charles 
.Morse  secretarv,  and  (ieorge  Rogers  treasurer. 

To  this  company  was  c-emveyed  the  land  and  all*  right  of 
way  accpiired  for  the  construe  tion  of  the  necessary  race- 
ways for  the  passage  of  the  surplus  water.  In  iSq;.  the  | 
enlargement  of  the  canal  being  considered  completed,  j 
the  raceway  was  enlarged, to  sup[)ly  the  increased  demand  j 
for  water  power  at  the  manufacturing  establishments  i 
erected  and  prospective.  This  ciuadrupled  the  available  ; 
water  I'Ower,  and  the  race  has  since  been  otherwise  im-  ^ 

proved  so  that  the  supply  of  water  in  it  is  continuous,  | 

and  ample  to  furnish  with  water  [lower  manv  more  man-  | 
ufacturing  establishments  than  at  iiresent  e.xist.  In  i.Sbg,  ! 
and  1865  the  company  constructed,  at  a large  expenditure,  | 
a tunnel  through  solid  rock  on  the  north  side  of  the  canal,  I 
extending  from  the  head  of  the  locks  to  the  Holly  .Man- 
ufacturing Company’s  buildings,  a distance  of  one  thou-  1 
sand  feet,  to  furnish  that  establishment  with  water  ])ower,  | 
and  to  sup[dy  the  city  water  works.  In  1869  this  tunnel 
was  e.xtended  to  the  manufacturing  establishment  of 
James  Richmond.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the 
various  owners  of  the  sur|)lus  water  since  the  lease 
was  granted  to  Kennedy  K*  Hatch  have  expended  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  construe  ting  and  enlartting  ! 
raceways  for  conducting  the  water  to  establishments  re- 
(piiring  it.  : 

The  su|)[(l\-  of  water  is  plentdul,  Iceing  at  all  times  c)f 
the  year  as  much  as  may  safely  be  permitted  to  flow  ' 

unobstructeel  from  the  harbor  at  buff. do.  There  is  a ‘ 

lockage  fall  at  Lockport  of  nearly  sixts  feet,  and  bv  the 
com[)utation  ot  State  engineer>  it  reipiires  « ubit 

feet  ot  water  to  pass  around  the  lot  ks  e.u  h minute  to 
''Upply  tlie  (lenesee  le\ei.  Th.it  (pi.intit\  is  .u  tually  re- 
ipiired,  but  to  insure  r'.itety  a much  larger  ipi,intit\  i-. 
p.issed  around  .iiul  w a>tew  eir^  are  prm  ided  in  case  11  i> 
not  needed  to  siippl)  the  lower  level.  The  waste  waier 
linds  .111  outlet  through  the  br.im  h of  the  Kiehteen-mile 
I leek.  this  stream  al>o  lurul^h^.'^  .1  reb.ibK' w .Uit  power 
.ind  adds  materi.dly  to  the  pro>peritv  of  Tockjiort.  \b 
though  there  .ire  v.trious  mills  ami  macJiine  shops  in 
.11  tive  oper.Uion  not  more  th.iu  oiie-fourth  of  the  water 
sii[iply  is  utilized  for  power.  The  present  director-,  uf 
the  1 ockpori  1 Ivilr.udic  Companv  .ire  [.  IT  lielnur,  'I' 

T.  l-'l.igler,  'T.  X.  \’an  \ alkenbu rgh,  I!.  Holly,  X.  1‘ 


Currier  and  .S.  R.  Daniels.  |.  H.  Heliner  is  president, 
and  X.  1*.  Currier  ^e(  retary  and  treasurer  ot  the  companv. 

TT.Ol'RIXC.  .MH.I.S. 

'The  extensive  tlouring  mills  at  Lockport  are  widely 
known  and  justly  celebratevl  for  the  excellent  (pi.iliiy  i.it 
Hour  which  thev  m.inufacture.  The  city  is  abum.i,intly 
si![)plied  with  buiUlings  titled  u|i  for  carrying  on  this 
branch  tjf  business.  'i'he  f.u  ilities  for  j)ur>iiim;  the 
business  at  the  present  time,  when  (omiMred  with,  ilie 
early  days  (jf  Loi  kport,  exhibit  an  immense  im])rovement. 
There  was  no  mill  for  tlouring  grain  until  several  ve.ir> 
after  the  vill.ige  was  founded.  To  get  any  work  (<l  thi^> 
kind  done,  the  people  were  obliged  to  make  a journey  ot 
several  miles.  . It  was  only  a part  of  the  year  that  the 
jirimitive  mills  were  sup[)lied  with  water,  and  at  >uch 
times  as  thev  were  not  it  was  nei.essary  to  go  all  the  way 
to  Xiag.ira  T'alls.  .\n  alternative  was  offered  to  this  lone 
and  tedious  journev,  and  accepted  by  some  at  the  most 
busy  season  of  the  year.  'This  was  at  a large  oak  stumji. 
on  what  is  now  Saxton  street,  which  was  hollowed  out  on 
top,  and  a wooden  pestle  susiiended  from  a sjiring-pole 
horizontallv  arranged  overhead.  Into  the  cav  ity  ot  the 
stump  the  Indian  corn  was  poured,  and  the  muscular  arms 
of  the  man  supjilied  the  power  which  ke[>t  the  machinery- 
in  motion  until  the  corn  was  crushed  into  meal.  .\  mill, 
affording  greater  convenience,  was  erected  and  put  in 
operation  bv  Otis  Hathaway  about  1824.  It  was  built 
upon  the  branch  of  Eighteen-mile  creek,  and  stood  near 
the  wasteweir,  a short  distance  from  where  the  Xiagara 
mills  are  now  located.  Hathaway  gave  out  notice  that 
he  would  build  a grist-mill  in  thirty  days,  and  take  the 
material  from  the  trees  then  standing  in  the  surrounding 
forest.  He  accomiHished  the  undertaking  and  ground 
corn  on  the  thirtieth  day.  .\nother  tradition  of  the 
affair  asserts  that  it  was  reared  in  "eighteen  days  from 
the  stump.”  'The  citizens  were  so  elated  that  the  day  ui)- 
on  which  it  was  first  put  in  oi>eration  a large  party- 
gathered  at  the  mill,  and  expressed  their  gratitude  to 
.Mr.  Hathawav,  the  good-natured  miller,  by  rolling  him 
in  the  first  meal  that  was  ground.  In  the  evening  lire 
event  was  cclebr.ited  by  a grand  jollificativui.  on  which 
it  is  said  that  " a caldron  kettle,  tilled  with  meal  from  the 
‘first  grinding,’  was  cooked  into  rnush,  placed  on  an  ox- 
slcd,  and  all  hands  getting  aboard  were  dr.iwn  thr'Ui-.h 
the  village  let  ‘ the  Cottage,'  the  jolly  crew  me.intime 
plving  vigorouslv  their  s]ioons  in  (.levouring  mii>ii  .iiul 
molasses.” 

This  nuielv  constructed  mill,  which  ha<l  ( .lU'cd  'o 
mill  h JOV-,  w ,ts  in  a tew  v ears  ecbp'ed  by  one  on  a miii  h 
gr.inder  scale,  erected  by  Lym.in  .\.  Sp.dding.  1 hi', 
however,  was  not  until  the  T.ne  t .inal  had  been  opened, 
wliiih  furnished  an  adeipi.ite  w.iter  I'ower — .1  thing  whu  h 
hitherto  lould  not  be  su]'phed.  In  the  ']>rmg  ot  iSj.i 
Mr,  Sledding  beg.m  to  erci  t thi'  mill,  e.n  a found.a  • ui 
fortv  bv  liflv  teel,  and  c.irricd  it  to  tlie  he:.,:.’  ot  . " 
stories,  which  w.is  looked  upon  as  a gigantic  monument 
of  enterprise.  The  ensuing  w inter  it  was  put  in  oper.ilii'H. 
doing  both  meri  h.iiU  and  custom  work.  l lour  vvas  lU't 
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shil>]u.-il  from  this  mi!l  in  May,  1S27.  It  went  on  the 
( .iiial  l>oat  “C’liief  l-',niL;ineer.”  The  cliarge  for  freight 
to  Aliiaii)  uas  one  dollar  per  barrel,  ami  tlie  best  ([iiality 
of  wheat  tajuld  be  pur(  based  at  that  time  for  fifty  < cuts 
per  bushel.  The  mill  ran  without  interruption  until  the 
winter  of  iSay,  when  the  water  was  shut  oU  trom  the  rai  e 
by  the  lessees  of  the  water  in  i onse(pience  of  thediftii  ulty 
arising  about  its  use.  It  was  pun  hased  by  the  .\lbany 
Company  in  183a.  .Mr.  Spalding  after  selling  leased  it  of  ; 
the  company,  and  continued  to  run  it  as  before.  It  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1.S40  during  the  e.xciteinent  caused 
by  the  arrest  of  .Me.x.uuler  .MeI.eod  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  “Caroline,’’  | 
and  it  was  siijiposcd  that  his  friends  were  the  incendiaries.  j 
The  site  was  then  pure  based  by  Mr.  Spalding,  w ho  in  ! 
i,S.p  erected  over  tiie  ruins  another  mill,  fifty  by  si.xty  feet  | 
and  also  outreaching  the  former  in  height, having  a capacity  | 
for  tnaking  about  four  hundred  barrels  of  dour  a day. 
ft  was  i>urchased  in  1S57  by  N.  H.  M'olf,  and  the  same 
year  was  consumed,  like  its  predecessor,  by  fire.  The  1 
massive  stone  structure  which  now  bears  the  name  of  the 
Spalding  Mill  was  reared  upon  the  same  foundation  in 
1S58.  It  was  run  by  Harmon  8:  Co[ie  and  I).  Cope  until 
1866,  when  it  was  leased  by  A.  H.  Smith.  It  afterward 
passed  into  the  hands  of  N.  E.  Moore  8:  Co.,  who,  in 
.\pril,  1873,  sold  it  to  Thornton  8;  Chester,  the  present 
owners.  Since  it  fell  into  their  hands  it  has  been  fitted 
up  for  making  .dour  by  means  of  the  latest  invention. 
Within  a few  years  the  process  of  manufacturing  tlour 
has  been  almost  revolutioni/ed,  commencing  with  the 
Ha.xall  process,  of  Hungarian  invention,  and  perfected 
by  later  improvements.  l!y  means  of  the  purifying  [>ro- 
cess  the  (piality  of  llour  is  rnueh  imiiroved,  and  the 
amount  made  from  a bushel  of  w he.U  increased.  It  takes 
coiisiderabl)  longer  time,  how  e\  er,  to  make  it,  the  <]uantii\ 
turned  out  being  from  one-third  to  one-half  less  than  in 
the  same  time  formerly.  The  m.ichinerv  for  making  the 
improc  ed  quality  is  ipiite  simple,  the  wheat  being  first 
ground  in  the  ordin.ir\  way  and  the  flour  sejiarated  from  tiie 
middling-,.  I’he  former  is  w hat  has  heretofore  been  know  n 
.IS  the  best  br.uid  of  llour.  d'he  middlings,  which  con- 
sist of  the  harder  portions  of  the  wheat  broken  and  nii.xed 
with  the  bran,  if  ground  again  without  being  inirified. 
■produce  onl\  a very  inteiior  brand  of  tlour.  and  a laree 
portion  of  the  middlings  louid  not  be  used,  e.xcept  for 
teed.  It  was  well  known  th.it  the  middlings  were  the 
most  nutritious  |)ortn.)ii  of  the  whe.U,  if  thev  could  be 
separated  from  the  bran.  K\er\  attempt  to  accomplish 
this  had  f. tiled,  tor  .in\  bolting-i  loth  that  would  allow 
the  middlings  lo  pass  through  .illowed  the  bran  to  go  ,ilso.  j 
Now,  the  middlings  .ire  first  diii^led  into  two  or  more 
portions,  .’.ccording  to  their  finenes-,,  whi(  h is  neces.s.tn-  in  I 
order  to  |>re\eiu  the  blowing. iw.ty  of  the  tliier  portions 
when  submitted  to  .1  purifsing  bl.isi  strong  enough  ! 

to  renioie  the  hr. in  Irotii  the  i oar.ser  parts.  The  ' 

middlings  , ire  llu’ii  dropp'd  Ujioii  .1  sh.tker  of  bolt- 
iag-cloth,  and  a 1,'l.ist,  the  power  of  which  is  regulated  for  * 
e.H  h gr.nle,  is  forced  iqiw.ird  through,  the  i loth.  '1‘he  1 

br.in,  1 K'ing  tludighter,  is  thu,  r.iised  .ibo\e  the  surf.ue  (,f 
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the  cloth  ami  carried  awa\',  while  the  middlings  ^ 
through.  Stu  ll  sm.'tll  quantities  ol  the  br.in  .is  dn 
through  the  cloth  ari'  held  bv  the  bl.ist  on  the  underside 
and  brushed  off  by  an  attai  hinenl  ot  the  mat  him-  in- 
\ented  for  that  purpose,  d'he  luirified  middlings.  wIku 
ground  in  the  ordinary  way,  m.ike  the  best  and  whitest 
lit.ur  known.  N'early  all  the  mills  in  the  city  are  now 
fully  or  in  jiart  fitted  up  for  making  tlour  in  this  manner. 
The  S|Kilding  Mill  contains  eight  run  of  stones  and  does 
merchant  trade  entirely,  manufacturing  on  an  aier.ige 
about  two  hundred  and  ten  barrels  of  tlour  per  dav.  I'he 
ni.achinery  and  fixtures  are  of  the  best  quality,  and  it  has 
fatalities  for  taking  wheat  diret  tly  into  the  mill  from  the 
canal  boats  anti  returning  the  hour  to  them  in  barrels. 

On  the  ground  where  the  Houglas  Mill  now  stands 
Edward  Eissell  eret  ted  a tlouring  mill  in  1828.  It  was  a 
spacious  wooden  building,  containing  eight  run  of  stones. 
Mr.  Ih'ssell  remained  in  possession  of  it  until  1837.  .\fter 
that  it  was  run  by  C.  O.  Jones,  \V.  1’.  Daniels  and  others, 
before  being  purchased  by  Douglas  8:  Jackson.  In  1853 
a pail  factory  in  close  proximity  to  it  took  fire,  and  the 
hames  spread  to  the  mill  and  reduced  it  to  ashes.  In  the 
follow ing  year  the  present  mammoth  stone  building  was 
erected  over  the  ruins.  In  1868  it  was  sold  to  .Saxton  8: 
Thompson  for  ;>5o,ooo.  'fhey  still  own  it,  and  ha\e  since 
purchasing  expended  about  $,  j,o.ooo  more  upon  it.  In 
1874  it  was  fitted  up  for  making  llour  by  the  purifying 
process.  It  is  seven  stories  high,  and  contains  twelve  run 
of  stones.  It  does  merchant  work  exclusiiely,  and  makes 
about  three  hundred  barrels  of  ficuir  a day.  The  wheat 
is  taken  into  the  mill  directly  from  the  canal  Ihaus  bv 
means  of  an  elevator. 

The  Niagara,  Mill  was  erected  about  1832  bv  Henrv 
W'albridge.  It  contained  four  run  of  stones,  .uu!  was  for 
seieral  years  operated  by  Mr.  W albrid.ge.  It  was  after- 
ward run  by  .\.  Torrence  8:  Co.  and  others  until  about 
1846,  when  it  was  })urchased  by  Charles  K,\ans.  \\  hile 
in  his  possession  a large  store-house  was  added  to  it  and 
it  was  otherwise  improi  ed,  so  as  to  make  it  more  com  en- 
ient  for  conieying  wheat  from  the  boats  to  the  mill.  It 
w as  afterw.ird  ow  ned  and  run  In  ^\'.  W’.  llinl.  ( )ii  the 
31st  of  December,  1S62,  .Vlfred  II.  .Smith,  the  [irc'cnt 
owner,  came  into  possession  of  it.  From  fort\'  to  f:ft\ 
thousand  b.trrel"  of  Hour  are  manufactureil  at  this  mill 
annually.  It  no'v  contains  fn  e run  of  stones,  doing  mer- 
chant work  entircl),  and  is  fitted  up  for  making  llour  In 
the  |uiril\ing  process.  It  stands  upon  the  north  bink  oi 
the  < an.il,  just  below  the  \iastew eir  discharging  thew.i- 
ter  into  the  br.im  h t.if  the  Kighteen-mile  i reek. 

( )n  the  ground  where  the  Kmpire  Mills  --taiul  iherc  w.  ^ 
erected  in  1826  .t  building  whiih  was  first  med  In  I’.'iu- 
ro\  vN  bass  for  carding  waiol  .ind  dressing  cloth.  In  isy 
tlridlevN;  brown  turned  it  into  a grist-mill  louiunir.g 
three  run  of  stones.  It  w.ts  a few  wars  subsecpieni!\ 
]'un  h.ised  b\'  11.  Dra]>er,  w ho  operated  it  until  i''57.tilun 
it  w.ts  desiroyt'd  by  tile,  along  with  the  Sp.ildin.,  M i 
i8tu  J.  K.  Cridles'  pail  tqi  the  subsianti.d  rtone  bu.  d;'-. 
which  is  still  standing  and  known  b\  the.ibo\e  I'.ime 
After  its  erection  it  was  c'per.iti  d for  sewr  il  \e.;i'  *n 
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Ciridli-y  iV  (il.i^s,  and  suhsaiucntly  by  Henry  'I'liornton. 
In  i>S73  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  present  prujfrie- 
tor,  Ricliard  Ilecker.  It  contains  four  run  of  stones,  and 
has  a capacity  for  making  two  Inimlred.  barrels  of  dour 
per  day.  It  is  doing  both  merchant  and  custom  work, 
.and  is  partially  fitted  u[)  for  making  llour  by  the  [)urity- 
ing  process. 

'Fhe  Lockport  City  Mill,  immediately  adjoining  the 
S|)alding  Mill  was  erected  in  1S63  by  Havid  Cope,  and 
like  the  S[)alding  and  Km|)ire,  which  are  huddled  close 
by  it,  is  a substantial  stone  structure.  In  Mr.  Cope 

commenced  enlarging  it,  but  before  the  work  on  it  was 
comi>leted  he  died.  It  was  run  for  some  time  after  by 
his  executors  and  subseiptently  sold  to  Xb  H.  ^\'o!f.  In 
1870  the  present  owners,  .Messrs.  Gibsem,  .\rnold  X:  bit- 
tie,  came  into  possession  of  it.  it  contains  three  run  of 
stones,  and  does  both  custom  and  merchant  work.  The 
capacity  is  about  one  hundred  barrels  per  day,  and  the 
mill  is  kept  running  the  greater  part  of  the  time  both  day 
and  night.  It  was  among  the  first  in  the  city  to  make 
rtour  by  the  purifying  process. 

The  Pine  Street  Mill,  situated  near  the  iron  bridge 
which  crosses  the  canal  at  the  locks,  was  built  in  1861  by 
Xb  E.  Moore.  It  contains  four  run  of  stones,  doing  both 
custom  and  merchant  work.  It  makes  about  one  hun- 
dred barrels  of  fiour  per  day.  Its  advantageous  locality 
adds  to  its  \ alue.  It  is  operated  by  \V.  K.  Moore  &:  Co., 
who  are  doing  a very  successful  business. 

The  Model  Mill,  situated  on  East  Market  street,  was 
originally  a plaster  mill.  In  1S65  it  was  imrchased  by  P. 
and  X. dv.  .Moore,  who  converted  it  into  a fiouring  mill. 
Mr.  Willey  a year  or  two  afterward  i)urcltased  the  interest 
of  B.  Moore,  and  the  mill  was  then  run  under  the  firm  name 
of  Moore  X:  Willey.  It  was  enlarged  by  them  so  as  to 
greatly  im])rove  its  facilities,  by  extending  it  to  the  canal. 
In  1S73  it  began  running  under  the  [)resent  firm  of  J.  H. 
Willey  X:  Co.  It  contains  four  run  of  stones  and  does 
both  merchant  and  custom  work,  making  about  one  hun- 
dred barrels  of  flour  [ler  day. 

'Pile  Franklin  Mills. — d’he  elegant  and  sid)stantial  five- 
story  stone  building,  one  hundred  and  twenty  by  fifty- 
four  feet,  known  as  the  Franklin  Mills,  stands  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Garden  and  Spring  streets,  and  was  erected  in  1833 
at  a cost,  including  the  water  [lower  attached,  of  nearly 
;^.|5,ooo.  It  was  erected  by  Seymour  .Sco\ille,  George 
Field,  M.  Fisk,  Joel  McCollum,  X'ath.in  Dayton,  Edward 
Bissell,  Samuel  AVorks,  James  1 ).  Shuler,  Henry  W.d- 
bridge,  Eot  Clark  and  others,  associated  under  the  cor- 
[loiMte  name  of  The  I.ockiiort  .Manufac  turing  Com[)anv. 
with  a cajiital  stock  of , Si 00,000.  It  w.is  o[)erated  !>\'  them 
as  a cotton  factory  until  1841,  at  w hii  h time  Washington 
Hunt  became  tire  sole  owner.  In  the  following  )e,ir  Mr. 
1 lunt  con\ eyed  it  to  the  X’uigar.i  M .inufai  luring  Com- 
[lany.  This  company  continued  to  run  it  as  a cotton  fac- 
tors until  1854  For  sixteen  l■onsecuti\ ai  \e.irs  prior  te> 
this  date  the  wati-r  for  power  to  propel  miu  hinery  in  thi> 
factory  had  been  withheld  by  the  State  ter  the  enlarge- 
ment of  th.e  Erie  canal  during  the  suspension  of  naviga- 
tion, which  .was  .diout  h.df  of  the  tear.  In  conseiiuence 


I of  this  the  business  was  rendered  unprofitable.  The  ma- 
' chinery  was  removed  and  the  building  and  real  estate  .sold 
' to  B.  C.  -Moore,  Washington  Hunt  and  Henry 
Walbridge,  who  converted  it  into  a merchant  tlour- 
ing  mill.  In  ■•S57  Henry  Walbridge  and  Washington 
! Hunt  became  joint  owners,  Mr.  Walbridge  operating  the 
I mill  on  his  ow  n account  until  his  death.  After  this  event 
.Mary  H.  Hunt,  an  heir  of  Mr.  Walbridge,  became  joint 
owner  with  her  husband,  Washington  Hunt.  In  1864 
Hiram  Finch  inirch.ised  the  interest  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Hunt  and  leased  the  other  half  from  .Mr.  Hunt.  Mr. 
Finch  rearranged  and  increased  the  machinery,  giving  the 
mill  a capacity  of  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour  per  day. 

I In  1867  he  purchased  the  remaining  half,  of  the  executors 
I of  Washington  Hunt,  becoming  sole  owner,  and  conducted 
' the  business  until  1872,  when  it  came  into  the  possession 
of  Mary  H.  Hunt,  who,  in  1S78,  conveyed  it  to  .Vmbrose 
I S.  Beverly,  X'athan  P.  Currier,  J.  Carl  Jackson  and  Wil- 
; liam  S.  Camp.  They  are  the  owners  at  the  present  time, 

I and  are  engaged  in  refitting  for  the  manufacture  of  what 
they  term  “ whole  wheat  flour  ” and  other  food  special- 
ties. The  water  power  belonging  to  this  mill,  which  is 
rent  free,  is  a quantity  sufficient  to  propel  eight  run  of 
! mill  stones,  and  is  taken  from  the  race  of  the  Lockiiort 
Hydraulic  Company,  under  a fall  of  53  feet.  All  of  the 
above  mills,  together  with  the  Cable  Mill,  which  has 
been  in  operation  about  four  years,  with  one  run  of  stones 
for  grinding  feed,  are  propelled  by  the  water  from  the 
hydraulic  race. 

The  Farmers’  Mill,  located  on  the  branch  of  Eighteen- 
mile  creek,  a few  rods  east  of  where  it  is  crossed  by  the 
^ transit  line,  was  erected  about  1833,  by  a man  named 

j Gooding.  It  was  afterward  owned  and  operated  by  E/ra 

I Howard.  The  original  building  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  the  stone  part  of  the  present  building  wa.s  erected  by 
Elliott  vV  Robinson.  It  was  run  by  them  for  several 
years,  and  afterward  by  I.owler  X:  Play  ter.  In  1865 
Henry  Thornton  became  proprietor,  and  in  company  with 
Mr.  Moody  operated  the  concern  for  one  year;  and  the 
three  succeeding  years  it  was  operated  under  the  firm 
name  of  Thornton  X:  Brace,  during  which  time  it  was  en- 
larged to  its  present  dimensions.  It  was  afterwartl  owned 
and  run  b)  G.  B.  Elliott,  and  still  later  passed  into  thehaiuls 
of  .Mrs.  Sarah  Elliott.  It  was  purch.ased  by  .M,  E.  McMaster. 
the  nresent  owner,  early  in  1877.  It  now  contains  six 
I run  of  stones,  four  of  which  are  employed  lor  meivh.mt 
milling,  and  the  other  two  for  \arious  kiiuls  iil  < u-ti  in 
' work.  It  is  litted  iq)  for  making  flour  by  the  puritGng 
process,  and  manufactures  about  five  hun.dri.al  barrels  jier 
week  for  the  merchant  trade. 

In  connection  with  this  mill  it  is  ]Toper  to  state  that 
.Mr.  Gooding,  soon  after  disposing  of  it,  built  another 
mill  just  below,  on  the  site  of  the  present  ii.iper-mill. 
^\  hen  it  w as  first  erected  it  containetl  but  th.ree  run  of 
stoius.  It  passed  into  the  h.mds  ot  John  .'st.dil.  who  'O 
enlargetl  it  th:i  it  had  a caiiacity  of  seven  run  of  stones. 

, In  Xov  ember,  1852,  it  w as  i oiiqiletelv  destrov  evl  by  fire, 

i together  with  the  saw-mill  and  vUher  lutildings  att.u  hed. 

I 'I'he  Rock  .Mills,  situated  below  the  Fanners',  on  the 
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1'HK  STAVK  MAN'UFACTUKIN’C  IX'I  I'.RKS'r. 


P'inhtcon-inilc  crcck,  was  crcctccl  by  Henry  Thornton  in 
1S72.  It  contains  three  run  of  stones.  It  docs  custom- 
work  cliii-ll)',  .mil  is  still  owned  and  ojierated  by  Mr. 
Thornton. 

THK  STAVK  MAXl'I-ACTURK. 

'I'he  manuf.icture  of  stales  at  I.oekport  constitutes  an 

important  feature  in  the  industrial  resources  of  the  place. 

It  formed  an  item  of  mu<  li  imjiortam  e at  a very  early 

period  in  the  settlement  of  the  country,  for  e\  en  at  that  1 

time  they  were  manufai  tured  for  exportation  as  well  as  ' 

for  home  use.  .\t  first  they  were  made  entirely  from  oak  ; 

timber,  none  other  beiine;  consiiiered  suitable.  The  white  | 

oak  was  used  to  make  barrels  and  larger  \ essels  for  hold-  i 

ing  liipiids,  and  the  red  or  lilack  oak  for  flour  barrels.  j 

T'he  staves  were  riven  or  s[)lit  from  the  blocks  ot  timber 

by  hand,  and  this  labor  was  principally  done  by 

farmers  engaged  in  clearing  up  their  land.  Part 

of  the  staves  were  purchased  by  the  coopers  to 

make  up  into  barrels  to  sup])ly  the  home  market,  and 

the  remainder  were  shipjied  to  eastern  cities.  Oak  timber 

was  ([uite  abundant,  and  the  stave  trade  gave  the  farmers  j 

eni[)loyment  through  the  long  winters,  and  at  the  same  1 

time  it  enabled  them  to  realize  a fair  coinjiensation  for  ' 

valuable  timber  which  they  were  obliged  to  cut  down  in 

clearing  their  land.  It  was  also  at  a time  when  other 

means  for  turning  the  timber  to  good  account  were  not 

only  inconvenient  but  impracticable.  In  a few  years, 

however,  white  oak  became  more  profitable  for  use  in 

other  ways,  and  tlie  manufacture  of  that  class  of  staves 

■ . . I 

which  had  been  made  chiefly  tor  exjiortation  almost 

ceased. 

The  manufacture  of  red  oak  staves  continued  to  be 
be  carried  on  extensively  to  sup|ily  the  llour  mills  with 
barrels.  The  rapid  consumiition  of  this  kind  of  timber 
to  suiiply  the  constantly  increasing  demand  at  length 
caused  some  alarm  among  millers  and  those  interested 
in  the  business,  and  led  to  impiiry  respecting  the  practica- 
bility of  using  other  kinds  of  timber,  and  methods  of  mak-  j 
ing  staves  more  rapidly  than  by  ri\  ing  and  dressing  them 
by  hand.  Tlie  first  methoil  in  which  machinery  was  em- 
jiloyed  w as  sa  w ing  the  staves,  and  was  resorted  to  in  1.S46 
by  Lyman  A.  Spalding,  elm  timber  being  used.  This 
mode  did  not  answer  the  purpose  fully,  and  was  finallv  | 
supplanted  by  the  culling  process,  using  the  knife  to  cut 
the  stave  from  steamed  blocks  of  timber.  It  was  first  in-  | 

trodiiced  by  C.  .\.  I.owber  in  1^47.  tlis  shop  stood  on  ' 

the  corner  of  Adams  .mil  Win  lliiren  streets.  In  1S46  ' 

W.  II . I'ursman  succeeded  to  the  business.  In  the 
summer  of  th.U  year  an  article  aiqieared  in  the  LocL-porl 
Courier  desi  riptive  of  tiiis  branch  of  manufacturing,  in 
which  it  was  stated  : “ The  m.u  hiiier\-  now  in  oiieraiion  j 
is  ca[)ab!e  of  turning  out  si\i\  thousand  flour  barrels  ]>er 
week  on  an  .iverage,  .iltiiougli  a larger  ([iiantity  can  be 
made  if  rei|uired.  i'he  st.r,  , s sell  on  t'ae  spot  at  per 
thousand,  and  the  demand  for  them  is  .ilwais  in  adi.mce 
of  the  supiily.”  it  was  some  lime,  however,  liefore  the  | 
strongly  fixed  iirejudices  ot  millers  and  dealers  gener.iliv  ' 
( (Uilil  be  I'l’inoieil  so  ,i>  to  le.ul  them  to  look  fa\(>i.ibl\ 
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uiion  cut  staves;  and  for  a long  time  after  they  began  to 
be  used  flour  of  the  same  brand  ]uit  up  in  barrels  made 
of  riven  oak  staves  sold  at  a higher  figure  in  the  market 
than  that  put  up  in  barrels  manufactured  from  the  cm 
staves.  Time  and  their  (hea[>nes.s,  together  with  the 
imjirov ements  for  their  adaptation,  silenced  objection. 

Since  the  cutting  [irocess  was  first  brought  into  use  im- 
provements have  been  made  ii[)on  it  until  it  has  arrived 
at  its  present  state  of  iierfection.  The  staves  are  manu- 
factured from  bolts  or  blocks  of  timber  sawed  the  desired 
length.  T'hese  bolts  are  put  into  sleain  vats  and  kept 
there  six  or  seven  hours,  then  taken  out  and  conveved  to 
the  cutting  machine,  which  is  jiropelled  with,  sucli  velo- 
city as  to  cut  one  hundred  and  twenty  staves  [ler  minute. 
^\’hen  sufficiently  dry  they  are  jointed  and  jiacked  in 
bunches  of  fifty  e.ach,  ready  for  shi[)ping.  Kor  sevcr.il 
years  after  the  manufacture  of  staves  by  cutting,  the  far- 
mers from  the  surrounding  country  delivered  the  bolts  at 
the  mills.  Ily  this  means  they  were  enabled  to  realize  a 
consider.able  income  from  the  elm  timber,  which  was 
plentiful,  and  hitherto  had  been  destroyed  as  often  as 
utilized  when  clearing  land. 

Heading  was  riven  out  in  the  same  way  that  staves 
were,  and  that  [iractice  continued  for  some  ten  or  twelve 
years  after  the  mode  of  cutting  staves  had  been  adopted. 
They  are  now  sawed  out  of  blocks,  and  the  pieces  planed 
and  turned  by  machinery  ready  for  packing. 

During  the  war,  and  several  years  after,  the  business 
was  carried  on  very  extensively,  making  such  havoc  with 
the  timber  that  large  ijuantities  of  it  were  brought  from 
Canada  to  supply  the  demand.  Timber  such  as  could  be 
bought  at  an  earlier  time  in  the  history  of  the  business  for 
$2.50  per  cord,  sold  readily  for  three  times  that  sum.  .\t 
one  time  there  were  five  establishments  manufacturing 
st.aves,  which  used  up  in  the  aggregate  about  fifteen  thou- 
sand cords  of  bolts  per  year.  Although  there  are  but  two 
est.ablishments  of  the  kind  at  the  present  time,  yet  the  im- 
mense stock  of  staves  and  timber  which  burden  for  a con- 
siderable distance  the  space  between  the  canal  and  Van 
r.uren  street,  is  evidence  that  it  is  still  an  im[>ortant  busi- 
ness. These  two  are  both  on  Van  Huren  street;  that  of 
I'ursman  X Dunvill  was  formerly  owned  by  J.  (I.  X’or- 
man,  who  conveyed  it  to  the  present  owner  in  1.S66.  Fur-'- 
man  ik  I )unvill  have  since  th.at  time  used  up  on  an  average 
a'lout  eighteen  hundred  cords  of  timber  for  heading  .1 
year,  and  about  twenty-two  hundred  for  staves.  Th.e 
establishment  of  S.  1).  Hooper  was  originally  started  bv 
David  Ritson.  .Mr.  Hooper  keeps  from  twenty-five  t'> 
thirty  men  emiiloyed,  and  culsonan  average  alx.uit  thri.e 
thousand  corils  of  bolts  into  staves,  anil  from  two  thou- 
sand to  twenty-five  hundred  cords  into  heailing. 

SAW-MILLS. 

The  pioneer  saw-mill  was  erected  by  Zeno  Coui'ioi  k 
in  iSip.  Ii  was  Imateil  on  the  branch  I'f  1',  ght  . 
creek  jusl  bel.i.v  tile  l.re'verv  of  .Vnthony  LT:.  1' 
small  and  rudely  lonstrucied,  .iml  cinild  mu  be  ; 
running  in  »lr)  vveather,  as  the  stre.’in  failed.  It  «v. 
ll'.is  primiliv  e mill  th.U  the  first  nuu  hinery  ol  .mv  • 1 
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used  in  l-ockport  was  employetl.  David  Frink  erected  a j 
saw-mill  soon  after  near  the  site  of  the  mill  occupied  by 
Steele,  Wells  X Co.  'I’hese  mills  cut  lumber  tor  the  canal 
contr.ictors,  and  for  some  of  the  fir-.t  buildings  erei  ted  in 
l.ockport.  That  built  by  ( 'om-tock  was  short  lived, 
;aivin^  way  to  more  evten-.ive  structures  ot  the  kind. 
That  erected  by  David  Frink  remained  much  longer, 
and  the  site  has  continued  to  the  present  lime  to  be  oc- 
cupieil  by  mills  of  the  kind,  which  have  supplanted  it. 

It  was  afterwanl  owned  by  Warren  .Saddler,  and  in  1853 
was  conveyed  toCeorge  Wells,  who  still  owns  the  pro[r- 
erty,  and  was  fc;r  some  time  connected  with  the  business. 

W.  H.  F'dwards  X (,’o.  occupied  it,  and  were  succeeded  in 
1,859  by  balwards  X W ells.  I'roiu  iS-o  to  1874  the  firm 
name  was  Iv  cl  wards.  Wells  X Hoag,  simevvhicii  time  it  has 
been  conducted  by  the  firm  of  .'steele.  Wells  X Co.  In 
1S65  the  sash  and  blind  manuf.u  tory  was  erected  vviiich 
constitutes  a part  of  the  business.  I’revioiis  to  that  time 
there  was  a woolen-mill  conne<  led  vv  ith  it.  The  business 
in  the  woolen-mill  was  discontinued  in  1S60,  but  the 
building  is  still  standing.  'Fhe  saw-mill  cuts  about 
400,000  feet  of  lumber  a year,  and  the  number  of  men 
employed  in  that  and  the  sash  and  blind  factory  will 
average  about  twenty. 

The  first  saw-mill  erected  after  the  Erie  Canal  was 
completed,  giving  a more  ample  water  power,  was  put  up 
in  the  winter  of  1825-6  by  Fyinan  A.  Spalding,  and  stood 
a few  rods  below  the  Found  manufacturing  establishment. 

In  1836  it  was  taken  down  to  give  place  to  one  (jf  much 
greater  ca[)acity,  which  contained  two  gangs  of  twelve 
saws  each.  i'his  mill  was  subseciuenll)'  converted  into  a 
corn-dryer,,  and  in  1866.  was  destroyed  by  fire,  leaving 
nothing  but  the  granite  wall,  the  crumbling  remains  of 
which  still  mark  the  tomb  of  this  once  noted  structure. 

In  1828  Edward  Bissell  luiilt  a saw-mill  of  considerable 
importance  on  the  ground  where  Trev  er  8c  Co’s,  machine 
shop  now  stands.  In  1836  there  were  eight  saw-mills 
in  operation  within  the  present  city  limits,  and  although 
some  of  them  were  of  small  capacity  they  all  togethe 
did  an  extensive  business. 

In  1S48  a saw-mill  was  built  u]>on  East  Market  street, 
near  the  present  city  limits,  b_\  Stevens,  Dot}  A Pease. 

In  1850  it  was  destroyed  by  fire;  in  the  same  vear  Robert 
Stevens,  of  the  above-mentioned  firm,  rebuilt  it  ujion  the 
same  site,  and  shortly  after  S(jld  to  \'an  Yalkenburg  A 
Mac  k.  \\  hile  in  their  jiossession  it  was  cv)nsiderablv  en- 
l.irged.  In  J872  it  |)assed  into  the  hands  of  lames 
Jackson,  jr.,  A Son,  and  in  1S74  the  firm  became  I.  C. 
Jackson  A Co.,  the  present  pr()’,irietor>.  .Abcnil  eighteen 
men  are  kept  in  constant  eniplovinent  at  this  mill,  and 
about  two  million  feel  of  lumber  are  sawed  out  yearlv, 
most  of  u hic  h i^  bo.it  plank  and  shipped  to  New  \ ork, 
Poston,  and  some  even  to  S.m  Franc  iseo. 

About  1855  IF  I'.  ( aclv  c cimnienced  building  tlu- 
(locks  for  his  bo.u  v. ml.  and  about  two  ve.irs  later  the 
gang  s.iw-mill  neir  liy  wa->  erec  ted  bv  liim.  Thirteen 
saws  may  be  used  at  one  tiuu-,  .md  there;  are  a<  c oiumo- 
dations  for  sawing  )dank  llm  full  length  of  a canal  boat. 
About  ten  ye  trs  sim  e liie  mill  w.is  enlarged,  or  r.uher 


another  mill  built  immediately  adjoining  it,  and  a muley 
saw  j)laceil  in  it.  In  1872  it  was  still  turther  enlarged,  and 
fitted  for  ( ircular  sawing  in  addition  to  the  two  mc;thoc!s 
already  in  operation.  The  dry  docks  for  builcling  and 
repairing  c an.il  bo, its  are  in  c lose  jiroximity  to  the  mill; 
the  number  of  men  emploved  varies  from  tweniv-rive 
to  eighty  accorditrg  to  the  demand  in  that  line  of  wcark. 

CORPORA'!' IONS  A XI)  .MAX  C FACTOR  I F.S. 


LOCK.IMIKT  O.VS  I.IOHI'  C.OMF.VNV. 

This  companv  was  organized  through  the  enterprise 
and  influence  of  James  0.  Porter,  on  the  istof  b'ebruary, 
1851,  with  a paid  up  capital  of  about  .'$15,000.  The  fir-t 
officers  were  James  (I.  Porter,  president;  Ceorge  Rey- 
nale,  treasurer;  and  Josejih  'P.  Pellah,  secretary.  The 
first  board  of  tru.-^tees  consisted  of  James  (1,  Porter. 
W’illiam  Keep,  Ceorge  Reynale,  Rensselaer  S.  \\  ilkinsmi, 
Thomas  T.  Flagler,  Penjamin  I )raper,  Silas  H.  Marks, 
Joseph  'F.  Pellah  and  Stephen  .Meredith. 

The  present  site,  at  the  corner  of  'Fransit  and  Lagrange 
streets,  was  selected  for  the  location  of  the  works,  and 
the  contract  for  their  construction  and  the  laying  of  the 
pipes  was  let  to  Stephen  Meredith,  who  comiiltted  the 
job  before  the  close  of  the  year,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
30th  of  December,  1851.  the  village  of  f.ockjiort  was  il- 
luminated with  gas  for  the  first  time  along  the  b.illccwin. 
streets;  .Main  and  M'est  Market  to  Union  street.  Church 
street  to  the  railroad,  Ontario  and  Xiagara  streets  from 
Church  street  to  Prosiiect  street. 

For  the  first  few  years  gas  was  manufactured  from 
resin.  .-About  the  year  1855  the  cajiital  of  the  com[ianv 
was  considerably  increased,  the  works  enlarged  and 
arranged  for  [iroducing  gas  from  coal.  I'he  coinjianv 
has  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  increased  the 
cap.acity  of  the  works  and  extended  lu'jies  from  time  to 
time  as  the  demand  re'|uired,  until  nearly  fifteen  miles  of 
the  streets  are  traversed  by  them. 

The  jiresent  officers  are  Thomas  'F.  F'lagler,  iiresident; 
Charles  Keep,  secretary;  IF  J.  Chadwick,  treasurer; 
and  Charles  F.  Shelley,  superintendent,  who,  with  J 
Carl  Jackson,  also  compose  the  present  birard  of  dircc  tor-', 

MKRCH.V.Vr’s  OVRC.I.IN’O  oil  . 

In  the  year  tS33  Dr.  Ceorge  \V,  .Merc  hant,  ;i  gr.uliMte 
of  a Philadelphia  cej liege  of  ])harmac-v,  a skillful  and  p.iin-- 
l.iking  druggist  of  Fock]iorl,  after  a long.^erics  of  cxjccri- 
ments  in  the  wav  of  improvements  upon  rei  ipe--  he  Ii  id 
collected,  brought  out  a medicine  to  be  used  in  the  treat- 
ment of  certain  named  diseases  of  the  horse.  ,\t  ih.it 
time  horse  power  was  extensively  usevl  in  this  section,  in 
i pro|)elliivg  boats  on  the  canals,  and  in  drawing  post  coaclu.  - 
ov  er  estabii'-hed  mail  rcnites.  Diseases  .m'.ong  the  over- 
worked hesrses  being  common,  injurtes,  the  result  of  .ua  i- 
dent>,  being  freijuent,  .M c reliant 's  Cargiing  ( >il  was  snb- 
, mitted  for  inspection  and  trial  to  ;dl  c las<es.  noted  farriers 
and  I'.orse-coursers  included.  Among  those  whose  oji- 
portunities  offerei.1  an  earlv  test  of  the  medicine 
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Ri(li.ir(l  D.ilo.  iNi]..  nut  lion  llir.nn  W.illiri(l;4e.  ihc  tor- 
incr  ;i  .\i.iL;.ir.i  (duntv  r.'n-'c:'  .uul  ;i  gr.ulinite  ot  one 

of  tile  I oiulon  v i terin.iry  rolle^es,  the  l.ilter  a lar;4e  ow  n- 
er .uul  ;ulinirer  ot  horses,  iiotli  gentlemen  being  well 
know  n ami  highh  esteemetl  in  western  New  \ i;rk,  their 
certificates  g.ue  to  the  loc.il  puhlie,  at  om  e.  great  conli- 
dence  in  the  efficai  \ ot  Dr.  .Merchant’s  diMoxery.  I |>on 
assurances  thus  furnished.  Dr.  .Merchant  at  once  com 
menced  iireiiar.uion-.  for  the  manutacture  ot  his  oil  on  a 
large  scale.  .\n  extensile  deji-irtment  was  added  to  hi> 
mammoth  tlriig  store,  corner  ot  Main  and  Cottage  streets, 
and  the  neces-.arv  apparatus  put  up  and  set  at  work.  An 
adxertising  bureau  soon  became  a necessity  and  was  ad- 
ded. though  it  was  a mini.itiire  attair  comjiared  with  tlie  | 
one  now  existing.  The  tamous  traile-niark,  the  beautitui 
picture  of  .m  .\ral)  steed  under  treatment  with  ( ’.argling 
Oil,  w.is  de\ ised,  and  not  long  after  all  new  spapers  ot 
commend.ible  cir.  illation,  and  the  better  class  ot  taxerns 
and  stores,  bore  a semblance  of  the  Ar.ib  horse  \x  ith  .a  re- 
commend to  use  (iarghng  ()il  adtled.  !■  rom  these  begin- 
nings, the  sale  of  Merchant’s  Cargling  ( )il  became  exten- 
sive, and  in  1S53  Dr.  Merchant  found  himself  x\  orn  out, 
in  xvant  of  rest,  and  xxealthy  enough  to  satisfy  a moderate 
ambition.  In  that  year  he  disposed  of  his  luisiness  to 
M.  H.  Tucker,  Esi[.,  Dr.  B.  L.  Delano,  and  Hon.  M. 
Walbridge.  Under  the  skillful  management  of  Mr.  'I'ucker 
the  sale  of  the  oil  xvas  largely  increased,  demands  for  it 
coming  from  many  of  the  States  and  territories  of  the 
South  and  ^\’est.  The  adaptability  of  Gargling  Oil  to  the 
human  tlesh  having  been  discovered,  it  xvas  introduced  in 
1854.’  Its  sale  for  such  pur])oses  has  steadily  increased 
ever  since.  In  1858  a stock  company  xvas  organi.red 
under  the  law  authorising  the  formation  of  corjiorations 
for  manufact tiring,  mining,  mechanical  and  chemical  pur- 
poses, etc.  Mr.  'I’ucker  was  chosen  secretary,  and  was 
given  the  exclusive  management  of  all  details  of  the  com- 
pany’s affairs. 

In  i860  Mr.  Tucker  died,  and  was  succeeded  bv  Mr. 
John  Hodge,  to  whom  really  belongs  the  credit  of  making 
Merchant’s  Gargling  t'il  familiar  xvith  the  peopleof  nearly 
all  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth.  He  is  not  onlv 
gifted  xvith  l.trge  comprehension  and  an  unerring  itulg- 
ment,  but  jiossesses  genius  .and  foresight  to  aid  Iiim  in 
presenting  the  merits  of  the  commodity  in  connection 
with  which  his  name  has  become  so  widely  and  so  jiopu- 
larly  knoxvn. 

The  clianges  in  the  proiirietor-hi])  of  .Merchant’s  Garg- 
ling Oil  since  it  jiasseti  from  the  control  of  Dr  .Merchant 
have  been  few.  On  the  death  of  .Mr.  W'al’oridae,  a por- 
tion of  the  stock  wandered  for  a w liile,  but  finaliv  re- 
turned to  the  narrow  ciride  xxliere  mo^t  of  it  is  now  lu  Ui. 
The  interest  of  Mr.  Tinker  at  his  de.uh  was  purchased 
b\'  Mr.  Hodge,  and  I'rancis  R.  Del.tno,  1'm|.,  the  Niag.ira 
l-'alU  banker,  h.olds  the  interest  of  his  father,  the  late  Dr. 

B.  I..  IK'lano  d he  l.ibor.uorx  i>  situated  on  Market 
street.  IS  constructed  of  l.oik|'ort  granite,  is  tampawed 
of  four  loftx'  Stories,  and  is  highly  linished  in  a favorite  ' 
stvle  of  miuleni  architecture.  Here  the  oil  i.s  comp.uund-  j 
ed,  and  from  three  to  four  millions  of  .ilman  ii  s.  besides 


tells  ot  millions  ol  other  tlocuments  xvhii  h tell  <)l  itsxir- 
tues,  .ire  printed. 

The  otlii  ers  of  the  ciunpany,  chosen  from  the  most  re- 
li.ible  ;md  siibst.iiiti.il  i iti/ens  of  the  county,  .ire  : I’n-sj- 

deiit,  h'r.mcis  R.  Del.ino,  .N’i.igar.i  Kails;  secretary  .ind 
gener.il  m.m.iger,  John  Hodge,  l.ockport;  treasurer, 
James  J.u  kson,  jr.,  l.ockport. 

I'OIWK  XI  AM  I- AC  I I'klNi;  CnMI'ANX'. 

The  business  now  condmeted  by  this  comp.inv  was 
started  in  1S35  by  l.ym.in  ,\.  S|>.dding,  who  commem  eil 
the  manufacture  of  agrii  ultural  implements.  .About  ten 
t ears  later  he  ( oinmem  ed  nuiking  steam  engines. 

Ill  September,  1869,  the  Bound  .Manufai  tiiring  ('om- 
pany  was  formed,  w ith  I,.  .Austin  Spalding  president,  and 
.Alexander  Bound  superintendent.  'I'he  comiciny  is  eii  • 
gageil  in  manufacturing  stationarx' and  tug  engines,  dredg- 
es, water-w I'leels,  mill-gearing,  etc.  Krom  tweiitx  to 
sixtv  men  are  kept  emiiloxa.-d,  and  the  companx'  iloes  an 
annual  business  of  from  iSfo.ooo  to  3100,000. 

G L F.  N'  XX  ( M.)  D C F.  X I F T F R V . 

'I'he  Glenwood  Cemetery  .-Association  xvas  formed  in 
May,  1865,  xvith  the  following  officers  : Bresident,  Joseph 
Ballard;  x iee-president,  J.  H.  Helmer;  treasurer.  J.  H. 
Hehner;  secretary,  George  W.  Bowen.  The  first  trustees 
were  Jason  Collier.  D.  .AI.  Mather,  Beter  B.  Aiken,  Sil.is 
II.  Marks,  (Jaixin  Haines,  J.  H.  Helmer,  Josejih  Ballard. 
George  A\'.  Bowen,  William  I*.  Crould,  Daniel  A'an  A'.d.k- 
enburgh,  John  Hodge  and  B.  L.  Delano,  d'he  superin- 
tendent. from  the  beginning  to  the  present  time,  lias 
been  Mr.  George  Woods,  to  xvhom  xve  are  indebleil  for 
the  data  from  which  this  article  is  xvritten. 

An  attemiit  was  made  to  purchase  land  to  enlarge  the 
Cold  Spring  Cemetery.  Failing  in  this  project,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  open  the  Glenwood  I'einetery,  in 
order  to  keep  pace  xvith  the  growth  of  tlie  cit}'.  .About 
one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  north  of  the  road, 
known  as  the  ‘T,)ld  railroad,”  a mile  from  the  center  of 
the  citx',  xvere  purchased  of  Michael  Wheaton  at  ,S8o  per 
acre.  I'he  localitv  selected  is  admirablx’  adajited  to  such 
an  object,  being  only  conxeiiiently  removed  from  the 
business  ])ortion  of  the  city.  The  extensixe  grounds 
seem  to  have  been  formed  in  all  their  picture^oueixw' 
bv  some  convulsion  or  upheaval  from  beneath,  or  a xio- 
lent  sundering  of  masses  of  earth  from  the  brow  of  the 
mountain,  to  shape  the  hills  and  xalle)s  xvith  whii  h they 
are  brciken,  and  which  afford,  an  oiiportunity  for  ilu-  di-- 
pl.iv  of  'kill  in  improxeinent  xvhich  has  been  seized  ii|'on 
atul  profited  b\  bv  thoM’  who  hax'e  h.id  the  groiimD  in 
charge. 

I’he  as'oi  iation  secured  the  -.erx  ice'  of  I reder,<  k 1 
Knight,  the  accomiilished  cixil  engineer  who  l.inl  or: 
the  Centr.il  Bark  grounds  in  New  A'ork.  He  planned  the 
diixi'  and  g iii'i' d form  of  the  cenieterx , and  the  W"ik 
XX a.'  carr'-ad  loi'w.'id  under  t!v  .'Upeixision  of  ■ 

intetidenf.  xvho  directed  the  workmen  in  the  l.i\iii„  oi 
|).ivements  and  the  '•oi'.'triiction  of  sewers.  Impron 
ment'  .ii\’  in  |uogre"  .ill  tiie  time.  .A  l.ireex.mlt  x'.  - 
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built  in  1S75,  and  a fountain  is  jjartialiy  completed  which,  | 
when  finished,  will  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  _ 
},'rounds.  Many  fine  monuments  have  been  erected,  the  | 
most  cons[)icuous  being  those  bearing  the  names  of 
Daniels,  Keep,  llowen.  Fox,  Richmond,  Moody,  Marks, 
Hodge  and  other  prominent  families  of  the  city.  I’er- 
haps  the  most  imposing  monument  in  the  cemetery,  and 
the  one  to  which  attaches  the  greatest  interest,  is  that  of 
ex-Oovernor  Washington  Hunt,  erected  to  his  memory 
by  influential  political  friends  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
at  a cost  of  $6,000.  It  is  twenty-two  feet  high  from  base  to 
to[),  and  all  the  dies  arebron/.e.  'I'he  following  is  a copy 
of  the  inscriptions  and  a descri])tion  of  the  devices  on  the 
different  sides.  South  side;  “In  grateful  remembrance  of 
the  public  services  and  the  private  virtues  of  Washington 
Hunt,  who  departed  this  life  February  and,  [867,  aged 
54  years.  Many  friends  have  united  in  erecting  this 
monument.”  East  side  : “ Conscientiously  attached  to 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,  he 
was  a distinguished  member  for  tlie  last  fifteen  years  of 
his  pure  and  honored  life.”  North  side:  “ M'ith  eminent 
ability  and  patriotism,  he  successively  filled  the  offices  of 
First  Judge  of  Niagara  county.  Representative  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  Comptroller  and  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York.”  West  side  ; Coat  of  arms  of 
the  State  of  New  York  in  bronze  relief,  and  the  word 
“HUNT  ” in  large,  stpiare  letters  near  the  base. 

Glenwood  cemetery  is  open  for  the  interment  of  people  . 
of  all  classes,  sects  and  religions,  a jtortion  of  it  being  set 
aside  for  the  use  of  the  Jews,  who  are  seldom  buried  in 
the  same  ground  with  ])Cople  of  the  different  Christian 
denominations.  It  is  justly  the  [>ride  of  the  citizens  of 
Lockport.  Few  cities  poss'ess  so  creditable  an  improve- 
ment, and  its  founders  deserve  a permanent  memorial 
upon  the  grounds  so  properly  selected  and  so  tastefully 
beautified. 

I.OCKrORT  COTTON  ITATTING  COMICANV. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  batting  was  commenced  in 
Lockport  in  1870,  by  George  M.  Hamlin,  who  continued  j 
the  business  until  October,  1876,  when  he  was  succeeded  ; 
by  the  present  firm  of  LeVan  N Gritinan.  The  factory  | 
is  a three-story  stone  building,  located  at  number  247  | 

Market  street.  'I’he  machinery  is  run  by  water  power  | 
from  the  hydraulic  canal.  'Phis  establishment  is  the  second  i 
in  size  in  the  United  States,  has  a ca[)ucity  of  about  two 
thousand  pounds  daily,  emplciys  eight  haiuls  constantly, 
and  manufactures  all  weights  of  batting  from  four  ounces 
to  sixteen  ounces.  It  was  the  first  factory  in  the  country 
to  put  111)  batting  in  wooden  cases. 

UH'KI’OUT  (1I..\SS  WDKKs. 

'I'hese  works  were  first  established  on  a small  scale  in  j 
184c  !))•  ll'ldreth,  Marks,  Keep  N Ilitchins  changing  j 
owners  a number  of  times,  iiiuil  1S72,  when  Alonzo  1.  | 

Mansfield,  tire  j'reseiU  owner  aiul  operator  purchased  1 
them.  jiortion  of  them  have  several  limes  been  de-  | 
strovedby  fire,  having  been  twice  burnc'l  in  the  early  i 


part  of  1878.  Their  capacity  has  been  enlarged  from 
time  to  time  as  the  demand  reijuired,  until  the  capitid 
now  invested  is  about  .$40,000,  employing  sixty-five  hands 
and  doing  a business  amounting  to  about  .$75,000  annually. 
The  principal  ware  manufactured  here  is  druggists'  glass- 
ware, bottles,  fruit-jars  and  Ikisks.  The  works  are 
located  on  Green  street,  between  Transit  ami  Hawley 
streets. 

Richmond's  mili.  l■■UR^TSHI^■^.-woRKS. 

These  works  are  located  near  the  canal,  on  the  corner 
of  Caledonia  and  Gooding  streets.  The  business  was 
established  here  in  1869  by  James  Richmond,  who,  dying 
in  1 874,  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  William  Richmond, 
the  present  proprietor.  The  building  is  a substantial 
stone  structure,  containing  four  floors,  60  by  too  feot 
each.  At  these  works  is  manufactured  a variety  of  grist- 
mill machinerv,  including  the  combined  beater  and  ad- 
justable brush  smut  machine,  Richmond's  improved  up- 
right and  horizontal  smut  machine,  Richmond's  grain- 
separator  and  oat-extractor,  the  Empire  Conical  and  the 
Niagara  bran  dusters.  Pulleys  and  cables  for  transmitting 
motive  power  long  distances  are  also  made  here. 

The  machinery  in  these  works  is  propelled  by  a water- 
wheel, at  the  lower  level  of  the  canal,  with  which  it  is 
connected  by  a shaft.  The  water  is  supplied  from  the 
hydraulic  tunnel  on  the  north  side  of  the  canal.  Nine 
different  establishments,  such  as  cabinet  shops,  priming 
offices,  foundries,  elevators,  etc.,  in  different  localities  and 
each  using  from  five  to  tw'enty  horse  power,  receive  their 
power  from  these  works  by  pullies  and  wire  cable.  This 
establishment  employs  fourteen  hands  and  does  an  annua! 
business  amounting  to  nearly  $40,000. 

PENFIELD  ULOCK  WORKS. 

These  works  were  established  in  1S64  by  Charles  R. 
Penfield,  who  commenced  and  carried  on  the  business 
alone,  occupying  various  places  in  the  lower  town  until 
about  1870,  when  Messrs.  Martin  and  Gaskill  became 
interested  in  the  business,  which  was  somewhat  enlarged 
and  jirosecuted  under  the  firm  name  of  Penfield.  M.irtin 
& Gaskill.  This  firm  was  succeeded  in  1874  b\  M_v  ron 
H.  Tarbox  and  Jesse  Peterson,  who  still  continue  the 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  M.  H.  Tarbox  N (io..orcu- 
pying  three  floors,  each  50  x 150  feet  in  extent,  in  a mas- 
sive five-story  stone  structure  on  East  Market  street. 

'Phis  establishment  ranks  among  the  largest  of  tiie 
kind  in  this  country,  and  manufactures  every  kmd.  si/e  ami 
stvle  of  tackle  blocks  and  sheaves,  making  every  cuii- 
I eivable  part  thereof  from  the  raw  material.  l'hi>  firm 
are  the  sole  manufacturers  and  iiroprietors  of  an  all-steel, 
anti-friction  roller  bushing  for  sheaws,  and  also  of  the 
“ Common  Sense  ” hoisting  block,  besides  many  other 
minor  articles,  including  a ]).vtent  lock  lancet.  They  have 
ab.o'it  $ ^o.coo  invented  in  th.e  business,  am!  give  - onsi.m' 
employment  U'  1 inrty-seven  hamU.  They  lia.ve  inc'e;-.  ! 
ami  extendei!  tlieir  business  until  they  are  now  km>uu 
and  patronized  in  every  port  and  ml.md  town  in  the  United 
Slates  and  f .in.ulas  and  in  m.mv  forei;,n  ports. 
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IUI.VOK  M \ M’FACTrKINd  1! T I LUI N<;S. 

'I'liii  C'taMiAlnnLnt,  located  on  Market  street,  is  a foiir- 
'tory  stone  huildin^',  30  hy  75  feet  in  size,  with  an  ad- 
dition 40  feet  si]u.ire  and  two  stories  liiLtli.  It  was  erei  t- 
ed  in  1S5S  liy  Joseph  and  [.  Ik  'Trevor,  who  tlte  same 
_\ear  commenced  the  manufacture  of  shingle,  heading 
and  stave  machinery,  continuing  the  business  until  about 
1S64,  when  it  [)assed  into  the  hands  of  the  present  com- 
pany, comi)osed  of  W.  W.  and  F.  X.  'Trevor,  who  keep 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  mechanics  employed  and  turn  out 
from  $30,000  to  $So.ooo  worth  of  machinery  annually. 
'Their  manufai  tures  find  a market  in  all  parts  of  the 
I nited  States  and  Canada. 

I.OCK.l>ORT  SAW  WORKS. 

'I’hese  works,  located  on  Market  street  above  the  rail- 
road bridge,  were  established  in  1S69,  by  William  Cocker, 
W.  W.  F.  X’.  'Trevor,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cocker  X 
'Trevor,  the  present  proprietors,  who  manufacture  saws 
of  every  size  and  description.  At  these  works  are  made 
all  the.  various  kinds  of  saws  used  on  the  machinery 
manufactured  by  'Trevor  Comjiany,  and  this  may 
proi>erly  be  considered  a branch  of  that  establishment. 
It  turns  out  about  $15,000  worth  of  saws  annually. 

THE  HOU.Y  MANCFACTTRINCS  COMPANV. 

This  com[)any  was  organized  agreeably  to  the  laws  of 
the  State,  with  a cash  capital  of  $20,000,  on  the  2nd  of 
May,  1S59.  'The  original  stock-holders  were  'Thomas  'T. 
Tlagler,  Ciharles  Keep,  Silas  H.  Marks,  L.  F.  Rowen, 
Washington  Hunt,  G.  W.  Bowen  and  Birdsill  Holly, 
with  'Thomas  'T.  Flagler  as  jiresident.  and  Charles  Keep 
secretary  and  treasurer.  'They  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture ot  sewing  machines,  pnimps  and  hydraulic  machinery 
of  various  kinds,  leasing  the  two  upper  stories  of  the 
large  stone  building  which  extends  from  Market  to  Gar- 
den street  and  is  now  used  as  a block  factory.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  rooms  leased  in  this  l.)uilding,  they  erectetl  for 
their  foundry  the  stone  building  which  stands  ui>on  the 
bank  a tew  rods  in  the  rear  of  the  railroad  station,  .\fter 
considerable  time  had  been  spent  in  ex]'erimenting  by 
Birdsill  Ibdly,  a complete  plan  was  devised  to  su[)plv  the 
city  with  water  for  household  and  kindreil  purposes,  and 
at  the  same  time  serve  as  a fire  protec  tion  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  dispense  \\ith  reservoirs  or  stand  jiipes  and 
expensive  fire  engines.  'This  plan  was  brought  into  prac- 
tical use  in  1S64.  Its  essential  feature  is  jclacing  appro- 
priate pumjiing  machinery  in  a fixed  position,  with 
regulating  a[)paratus  attached,  so  that  the  motion  of  the 
machinery  will  be  controlled  by  the  pressure  of  water  in 
the  main  pipes,  which  are  directly  supplied  bv  it,  and  the 
velocity  of  the  machinery  im  re.i'cd’  or  diminished  in 
exact  ratio  to  the  incre.i-.e  or  diminution  c<f  the  draught 
trom  the  main  I'ipc'.  'The  j'umpoyg  m.ichinerv  thus  re- 
sjioncG  to  tm  ever  v.irviiag  demi.'icS  ot  the  comiir.untv 
tor  water,  and  tiever  f.iils  to  produce  a uniform  and 
reliable  siipjily,  conxeving  it  to  all  points  in  the  ex- 
act amount  rciiuired  either  lor  the  daily  sujiplv  or  for 


' extinguishing  tires,  for  which  lattcr.use  it  is  taken  directlv 
i from  the  lire  hvdrants. 

'The  l.ockpcirt  Water  Works  were  constructed  bv  the 
1 ccjm[iany  under  a c ontrac  t with,  the  city  corporation  in 
I 1864,  and  about  six  thousand  feet  of  pipe  were  laid  and 
' twenty- seven  hvdrants  set,  the  highest  being  at  an  eleva- 
I tion  of  seventy-two  feet  above  the  stationary  ])ower.  The 
! machinery  was  projjelled  by  a turbine  water  wheel  under 
a head  of  nineteen  feet,  enclosed  by  a circular  brie  k 
building,  twenty  feet  in  diameter,  standing  near  th.e  I'iiie 
I street  (louring  mill,  and  which  has  been  kept  as  a re-'crve 
i since  the  new  set  of  macdunery  was  put  in.  From  there 
i a ten-inch  pi])e  leads  up  an  elevation  of  about  forty  feet 
to  Main  street,  a distance  of  thirty  rods,  and  from  there 
the  water  is  distributed  through  smaller  pipes  to  all  jiarts 
of  the  city  supplied  with  water  from  these  works;  the 
water  wheel  gate  being  so  controlled  by  the  pressure 

j gauge  as  to  give  a pressure  if  reipiired  of  two  hundred 

' jiounds,  equivalent  to  a reservoir  four  hundred  .and 
j sixty  feet  high.  When  the  waterworks  were  completed  a 
i test  was  given  of  their  jiower  to  fdl  the  requirements  of 

j the  contract.  It  proved  so  satisfactory  that  the  works 

were  promptly  accepted  by  the  city  authorities. 

'Three  years  later  the  company  supplied  .Vuburn  with 
their  system  of  water  works,  and  since  that  time  seventv 
cities  and  villages  have  adopted  it,  located  in  twenty 
States  of  the  Union,  the  works  varying  in  capacity  from 
one  to  twelve  million  gallons  of  water  daily.  Among  the 
most  important  and  efficient  works  constructed  by  the 
comj)any  were  those  at  Rochester,  which  were  made  in 
1873.  'J’he  contract  was  for  two  independent  sets  of 
pumi)ing  machinery,  one  propelled  by  steam  and  the 
other  by  water  power,  either  set  furnishing  twelve  streams 
or  both  sets  together  twenty  streams,  each  one  inch  in 
diameter  and  one  hundred  feet  high,  for  extinguishing 
fires. 

In  1S64  the  company  purchased  the  triangle  formed  by 
Lock  and  Caledonia  streets  with  the  precijiitous  bank  r>f 
the  canal,  at  the  point  directly  overlooking  the  basin  and. 
locks.  Upon  these  grounds  massive  stone  buildings  were 
erected,  which  were  com})leted  for  occupation  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S66.  The  machine  shop  is  three  stones  high 
; above  the  basement,  and  is  245  feet  long  by  35  wide  ; tiie 
foundry  is  ico  by  60  feet,  and  this  and  a br.i>>  (dumlry. 
boiler,  pattern,  paint  and  blacksmith  shops,  'lore  Inni s, 
etc.,  extend  over  a surface  of  41,800  s<piare  leet.  1 Ir.s 
i mnnufai  turing  establishment  is  regarded  as  one  ot  tl'.c 
most  important  in  the  country,  the  comp.inv  being  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  various  kind' m 
j machiiH'rv,  such  as  water-wheels,  engines.  >te';im  ooiler-. 

! (Ire  hydrants,  and  pumps  for  all  kiiuB  0!  inilB  and  i.n  - 
' tones,  whu  h .ire  loaeled  into  tlie  < .irs  at  tlie  buildc.ng  ai'd 
! ship  ped  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  'The  establi>lnnent 

j supplied  with  tools  and  machinery  to  keep  275  men  eur 
])lo\ed.  In  .uldition  to  the  work  done  here  th.e  comp.my 
takes  <'ontr.ict>  f>ir  the  con^t^uction  of  water  work-  ..1 
variou.-.  parts  of  the  lountry.  It  has  a m.unina!  c.qat.d.  > ’ 
j $1  20,000,  wilhi  a I.irge  surplus,  audits  manufactured  prod- 
ucts .imount  to  thn-e-fourths  of  a million  dollars  .innu.il-' 
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In  tS6;  si'vcnlivii  tKiiulrod  .iml  I’lttv  Ui-l  ol  pipe  rt‘ 
1.1  111  (li  ivs  n m I "I  k pi  li  t in  ;i(li  111  lull  tu  tlie  i iriein.il  <pi.int  ily, 
.iiiii  tlie  nunilur  ut  lire  Imlriints  (orres[H)n(linely  in- 
i. re.i''i,'il.  In  iS;e  tiu-  i iip.neitv  ot  tlie  water  works  was 
enlareed  In  the  eiei  tnm  fit'  a new  and  more  extensile 
set  of  111. II  liiiu-r\.  wldi  h was  plai ad  ne.ir  tlie  foot  ot  the 
looks  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ean.ii  from  the  first.  I he 
water-wheel  of  the  new  se'  is  under  .1  he. id  o!  fittv  leet, 
and  is  eipial  to  240  horse  pow  er.  .Since  then  the  i oni- 
pany  has  operated  the  water  works  under  contr.u  t for  the 
city,  and  tan  siijiply  fifteen  one-inch  streams  for  put- 
ting out  tires.  There  are  now  more  than  five  miles 
of  |)ipe  laid  and  ujiw.irdsof  one  hundreti  fire  hydrants 
set. 

The  officers  of  the  corn|)any  are  Thomas  I'.  Flagler, 
president;  C.  (’>.  Hildreth,  secretary  ami  treasurer;  Bird- 
sill  Holly,  consulting  engineer,  and  H.  F.  Gaskill,  super- 
intendent. 

THE  MOLl.V  STE.XM  HF..\TIN(;,  WORKS. 

The  advantages  already  acquired  through  the  agency  of 
steam  are  so  many  and  so  significant  of  utility  that  every 
one  is  familiar  with  its  wonder-working  power,  yet  the  ex- 
tent of  its  effecti\e  usefulness  has  probably  never  been 
fully  ascertained.  The  truth  of  this  statement  is  exemplified 
by  the  recent  adaptation  of  steam  to  the  distribution  of  heat 
in  cities.  The  method  of  heating  by  means  of  steam, 
which  seems  destined  to  come  into  general  use.  was  re- 
cently invented  by  Birdsill  Holly,  a citizen  of  Lockport. 
He  was  impressed  with  the  idea  that  steam  might  be  con- 
veyed from  a central  point  and  made  servicealde  in  the 
heating  of  buildings,  and  liy  practical  experiment  demon- 
strated the  feasibility  of  the  ]>lan.  The  result  was  the 
organization  of  the  Holly  Steam  Combination  Company 
of  Lockport,  in  January,  1877,  wdth  a capital  sufficient  to 
test  the  scheme  in  a manner  commensurate  with  the  ful- 
lest requirements.  Bipes  were  laid  under  ground  to  serve 
as  conductors,  and  a .series  of  experiments  solved  the 
problem  satisfactorily  and  proved  the  utility  of  the  plan. 
Its  adaptation  to  general  use  was  manifest,  for  it  was  found 
that  houses  at  the  distance  of  a mile  were  heated  as 
readily  as  those  near  the  boiler-house,  which  is  located  on 
Elm  street.  .Stock  companies  are  now  forming  in  various 
cities  throughout  the  country  for  the  purimse  of  affording 
heat  by  steam,  and  it  apjiears  an  established  certainty 
that  it  will  ultimately  be  adopted  in  general  use  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  gas  and  water  are.  'I'he  Holly  Steam 
Combination  Company  of  Lockport  has  for  a boaril  of 
directors;  D.  F.  Bishop,  Samuel  Rogers,  F.  X.  Secor, 
I.  H.  Babcock.  Birdsill  Holly.  H.  B.  Hall  and  M.  M. 
Southworth,  with  1).  h.  Bishop  as  president. 

BRF.WERIF.S  AND  M.Xl.l’  HOCSF.S. 

The  first  brew  ery  in  the  cit)  w .is  establisheil  b\-  I >.i\  k1 
Bye  in  tSgj.  'I  he  building  st.uid  on  the  site  oi  the 
present  m.di-house  ot  Mott,  Jenuei  ,V  Compar.i,  It 
burned  down  in  1855,  and  was  lebuilt  by  Mr  Bye  in  the 
same  year.  In  iSp;  he  sold  his  business  to  Benjamin 
Hr.iper,  rei’uov  ed  to  F..isi  1 .01  k jii at,  and.  est.iblished  a 


breweiw  llieie.  wliiili  w.is  .soon  afterwards  j ui ri  li.istil  bi 
.Mr.  hr.qiei.  The  hitter  now  It. id  a monopoly  of  the 
biisiiu-ss,  w hii  h iu-  I .irru'd  on  on  .tn  extensive  seale  till 
the  o|iL  nmg  III  t . ilisoii’s  biew  ei  v in  F.ast  Lockport  about 
ten  wars  later.  I'he  next  brewery  was  Ceorge  .^t.iin- 
thro|i's.  Mr  |ir,q,cr  disposed  of  his  business  in  li.ist 
l.oikport  to  |o^i.ph  Hum  ill.  and  in  i.SOi  established 
Hi.iper's  Spring  Bieweiw,  between  S.ixloii  ,ind  I r.insit 
Streets,  whiih  he  oiier.ited  till  his  retirement  Itoiii  the 
business  .iboiit  two  )e.irs  siiu  e.  'I  here  .ire  ihri.-e  es- 
t.iblisluneni s of  this  kind  in  the  i ity  at  the  jiresent  time, 
that  of  J.  le  W,  L.  Norman,  Clrichis  and  the  Hum  ill 
brewer)  . 'I'he  business  now  conducted  by  |.  (i.  W.  1, 
Norman  was  establidied  b\  XX'illiam  Norman  in  i8);7. 
The  present  t'lriii  established  the  malt-house  in  connec- 
tion with  it  in  186S,  and  are  extensive  manufacturers  of 
ale  and  malt,  employing  ten  men,  and  turning  out  about 
3,500  barrels  of  ale  and  55,000  bushels  of  malt,  making 
an  annual  business  of  100,000. 

Anton  Ulrich  came  to  f.ockport  in  1863  and  engaged 
in  the  brew  ing  business  on  a small  scale,  with  a capital 
of  about  ;^3,ooo,  manufacturing  from  two  to  three  hundred 
barrels  of  lager.  'I'he  business  lias  gradually  ini  reased. 
until  at  present  he  employs  eight  hands  and  manufai  tures 
about  4,000  barrels,  doing  an  annual  business  of  about 
$32,000. 

Stephen  Bush,  father  of  Cajitain  Bush,  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  and  earliest  cooiiers  in  tlie  cit) . maile 
the  first  beer  barrel  ever  manufactured  in  I.ockport  at 
his  shop  on  High  street. 

There  are  four  malt  houses  at  present  in  Lockport,  in- 
cluding J.  (1.  N XV.  L.  Norman’s,  already  mentioned  in 
connection  with  their  brewery.  'Lhe  Ontario  Malt  House, 
located  on  East  Market  street  toward  the  eastern  ex- 
tremity of  the  city,  was  originally  a saw-mill,  which  was 
owned  and  operated  by  George  Reynolds.  In  1S66  it 
was  transformed  into  a distillery,  and  used  as  such  by 
Norman  I. acker  ilk  Co.  It  was  fitted  ui)  for  malting  pur- 
poses in  187’  by  S.  R.  Daniels,  and  in  the  following  year 
J.  E.  Mack  became  his  partner  in  the  manufacture  of 
malt  and  the  business  was  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  DanieH  iV  Mack.  For  several  months  past  it  ha■^ 
not  been  in  operation. 

I'he  Lock  City  Malt  House  was  erected  in  1S5.8  bv 
Humphrey  N Jenne)',  upon  the  ruins  ot  tlie  brewer)  lU 
the  Lockport  Brew  ing  Company  on  South  Tran^it  street. 
It  was  for  several  years  occupied  as  a brewery.  In  iS()7 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  XVilliam  E.  Jenney  iV  t o . 
and  in  1870  it  was  coinerted  into  a malt  house  b\  .Mott, 
jenney  N Co.,  the  jiresent  proprietors.  'I'he  structure  i' 
built  of  stone,  is  about  too  feet  square  and  h.is  ,1  c.ip.icitv 
for  malting  .ibout  6o,oco  bushels  ol  grain  annu.ill). 

The  spacious  malt  house  on  I'lraiu!  street  w is  i-rectiii 
in  1870  by  ].  W.  Steele  and  Rich.ird  B.  Hoag.  It  is  a 
brick  b lilillug,  foil-  stories  higli  with  basoinent.  I'lie 
t wo  low er  stories  are  used  tor  m.i'ting  purposos,  I':..- 
lloors  are  covered  with  waiter  lime  .iiul  sand  prep.ired  tor 
the  purpose,  and  made  smooth  for  handling  the  barlev 
with  wooden  sb.o\ ids.  It  h.is  .1  (a’pacitv  tor  holdings'ct) 
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thousand  lm-.hcl->  f>t  ^ram,  whit  h is  hancileil  bv  means  <>l 
• levators;  lliese  take  it  to  tlie  to|>  ot'  the  biiihiinj;.  where 
It  is  i!i  |(o^itf  <1  111  bill',  w liem  e it  is  drawn  into  the  steej>- 
ipil;  tid/s,  ot  uhi<  h there  are  ten,  holding  1.050  Imshels  ' 
e.u  h.  It  remains  in  the  tubs  until  it  becomes  soft,  or  in 
,i  suitable  condition  to  place  uj»on  the  water  lime  floor,  | 

where  the  roots  and  blades  of  the  barley  are  pressed  out,  , 

It  is  then  taken  by  an  elevator  to  the  fire-proof  dry  kiln, 
where  within  ten  davs  it  is  thoroughly  dried,  and  it  prop- 
erly stored  will  keep  for  ten  years.  The  power  for  run- 
ning the  machinery  and  elevators  is  obtained  from  the 
street  water  pipes.  The  water  is  conducted  to  a turbine 
water-wheel  of  "ix  hor.-.e  power,  which  is  driven  at  the 
rate  of  one  thous.ind  revolutions  per  minute. 

H()'I  KI..S  OF  THE  FKf:SENT. 

The  leading  hotels  of  I.ockport  at  the  present  time  are 
the  Judson  House,  on  Canal  and  West  Main  streets,  C. 

H.  Stewart  proprietor;  the  Niagara  House,  at  the  corner 
of  Niagara  and  Transit  streets,  A.  H.  McLean  proprietor; 
the  American  Hotel,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Locu.st 
streets,  A.  'I’en  brook  proprietor;  the  Mansion  House,  at 
the  corner  of  West  Main  and  Transit  streets,  P.  J.  Col- 
lins, proprietor;  the  Union  House,  Main  street,  near  fdm, 
Horaces.  Darling  proprietor;  Pmropean,  89  Main  street, 

H.  H.  Cram  proprietor;  Bush's  Hotel,  34  Main  street, 

W.  W.  Bush  proj.rietor. 

I 

THE  HOrX'zE  OPERA  HOUSE.  ; 

The  Hodge  0[>era  House  is  one  of  the  best  finished  j 
structures  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  It  was  begun  in  the 
year  1871,  and  for  over  a year  a large  body  of  architects,  ( 
stone-cutters,  carjienters,  finishers  and  artisans,  skilled  in 
their  departments,  were  em])loyed  upon  it.  The  building 
is  located  in  the  angle  of  Main  and  Market  street.s,  and 
marks  very  nearly  the  geographical  center  of  the  city.  It 
is  about  185  feet  front  by  rag  feet  wide.  It  uses  three 
stories  above  a spacious  basement,  and  is  crowned  with  a 
tower  twenty-five  feet  high.  'I'he  basement  is  occupied 
by  a 'ooilcr  and  heating  aj.par.itii.s,  and  the  first  floor  by 
the  ])ost-office.  stores,  Christi.in  A.-^sociation  rooms  and  a 
restaurant,  w ith  a barber  shop  in  the  rear.  The  second 
floor  is  0( cupied  by  law  yers’  ofrii  es.  insurance  offices  and 
the  United  St.ites  Di>tri(  t .\ttorney's  office;  and  the  third 
floor,  anti  a jiortiori  of  the  second,  are  devoted  to  the 
Opera  House,  the  Common  Count  il  chambers  and 
music  rooms.  The audit'iriiim  i-locateil  high  enough  from 
the  street  tt*  a’.-oitl  noise,  is  appro.n  heil  by  spacious  and 
easily  ascended  stairways,  ami  tiie  1 i rridors  are  wiile, 
with  big!.  Ceilings,  ami  j. resent  a 1 iieerful  finish.  The 
boily  of  tire  htiuse  is  92  by  73  feet,  with  lour  pros<  enium 
bttxes  and  a panpiet'e.  ilre'S  < art  ie  imi  f.imily  t in  le.  In 
the  center  is  a tiome.  feet  high,  the  itisitle  n{  whii  h is 
ornamenietl  with  b.-.  i.' if-.-''v  e\  ••  •;•••d  figures  of  tti.-  nine 
muses.  rite  •!  - _-'s  .:’-e  fr.  rn  K p'l.’ei.  Beneath  the 
tiome.  .iml  surroiiinlmg  its  iiase,  are  portr.ii's  of  \\'.ish- 
mgtt.n  lr\mg.  Ci.iy,  Webster.  Mtir'c.  I r.inklin.  Fulton. 

I tiiigtr  llow  .tnd  I It  !■  port'-  lamenteil  eiti/en.  \^'lsh- 
iiigttin  Hunt  1 iidei  ’ b.e  I eii'i,  r ot  the  ] '0 1,1  eiifaii  a o !i 


is  the  |>tirtrait  of  .Shakespeare,  flanked  on  cither  side  by 
Schiller  and  Uioethc.  1 lu  effei  t prtulucetl  is  gr.mtl.  ,mtl 
the  tiiidittirium  m.iv  be  regartleil  as  .a  model.  .\n  t.-n- 
gr.u  iiig  t)f  this  elegant  building  may  be  seen  on  another 
page. 

BANKS. 

The  first  bank  in  I,ock[it)rt  was  the  Bank  of  I.tickptirt. 
which  was  intorporated  in  1828.  The  I.ockpr^rt  B.mk 
and  Trust  Comjtany  and  the  Canal  Hank  were  org.ini/etl 
about  1838.  In  1850  the  W'estern  Bank  was  estalilisheil. 
and  the  Cataract  Bank  about  1862.  'I'he  I.ock[<ort  City 
Hank  was  incorporated  in  1858,  and  was  in  existence  till 
1866.  All  of  these  banks  have  since  ceased  to  exi-t. 
The  [iresent  banking  institutions  of  the  city  are  among 
the  best  and  nrost  reliable  in  western  New  York. 

'I'he  National  Exchange  Bank  was  incor[>oratcd  as  a 
Stale  bank  in  1844  and  as  a national  bank  in  1865.  The 
officers  are:  L.  F.  Bowen,  presitlent;  M.  Nichols.  < ash- 
ier;  George  G.  Moss,  assistant  cashier;  William  E.  Me  - 
Comb,  teller;  George  'F.  McComb,  book-keeper;  .Mark  J. 
Lovell,  assistant  book-keejier.  'I'he  Ijanking  house  is  at 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Pine  streets.  Capital,  isiyo.oco. 

The  First  National  Bank. — 'I'his  bank  was  organized 
in  December,  1 863,  and  has  a capital  of  .S200, 000.  George 
AV.  Bowen  was  the  first  president  and  John  f).  Noxen  the 
first  cashier.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows  ; (jeorge 
W.  Bow'cn,  president;  M.  W.  Evans,  \icc-]jresident;  II. 
W.  Helmer,  cashier;  J.  J.  Arnold,  teller;  F.  B.  Leonard, 
book-keeper;  E.  E.  Van  Horn,  clerk. 

The  Niagara  County  National  Hank,  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Pine  streets,  was  organized  December  6th.  1864. 
Its  capital  is  $164,000  paid-u{),  and  .$34,000  surplus.  'I'he 
first  president  was  'I'homas  'I',  k'lagler,  the  first  vice- 
president,  I)aniel  A.  Van  Valkenburgh,  and  the  first 
cashier,  James  R.  ('onipton.  The  present  officers  are 
Thomas  'P.  Flagler,  president;  Thomas  N.  Van  Valkcn- 
burgh,  vice-president;  James  R.  Compton,  cashier;  \\  il- 
liam  R.  Chaffin,  teller;  William  W'.  Blanchard,  book- 
keejier;  W'.  H.  Moyer,  clerk;  Charles  N.  Robinson, 
messenger. 

'Phe  Lockport  Banking  .Association  (private  b.mkers  . 
57  Main  street,  comment  etl  'business  .April  8th.  l ••>7  2. 
'I'he  partners  in  the  corjiorati'm  are  Jason  Oillier.  ' 'rigvii 
■Storrs  and  Ealwart!  H.  Collier,  Jason  (’oilier  being  j^resi- 
dent  and  Edwartl  H.  Cfoliicr  cashier. 

'I’he  Farmers’  and  .Met  hani<  >'  Savings  Batik  wa>  rli.ir- 
tereil  .Mav  iith,  1870.  Its  first  tiffi.t  ers  were  clo  ted  :i - 
eighteenth,  of  the  Uiliowing  intmtii.  Pliey  were 
C'fllier,  president;  Sil.is  ( 'sgodtl  and  John  11  ••  i<  •• 

l>resiilents;  Etlward  \'oke,  seerct.iry  and  tre.i  iri.r:  . 

(ieorge  (’.  Greene,  aforney.  Phe  bank  w.is  ci.t.i  ! •: 
business  .at  So.  18  Main  street,  .August  r >t.  1^7  I 
fii!!  e.ving  D'  l emb'-r  t!ie  bit  and  biiihi  ng  ri"w  • - •; 
■v-re  p ;t<  h i-e>i.  P!u-  iui  dmg  was  rei'.i'.red.  r- • 
and  w .IS  ready  for  oi  . up. im  y m the  spring  o!  1^71  1 

h.ive  liecn  lwt>  runs  nn  llte  b.ink.  wha  h did  nut  si  r 
.iffe<  t i'.  .Si.it  e it-,  organization  up  to  januar-.  i '7 
it  I'l.is  ji  lid  its  dep'i  ■ ts  I .gsg  gti,  an 
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HISTORV  OI'  NIAC.ARA  ('Ol’N  I’W  Nl'AV  VoRK. 


intcre-'l  ol  s i 4.05S.S.)..  The  [ircscnt  ort'u  ers  are  as  tol- 
idws  ; l’re•^i(le^t.  j. lines  j.iekson.  jr.;  vice-presidents,  W'. 
\\  , Whitmore  and  I . li,  Mott;  secretary  and  treasurer, 
[.  H.  I!al)co(  k;  attorney.  Jolm  T.  \[urray.  Tlie  hank- 
ing house  is  No.  41  Main  street. 

The  hanking  otl'n  e of  S.  Curt  F.eu  is,  at  the  corner  of 
Nfain  and  I’ine  streets,  is  a private  hank  doing  a liealtliy 
and  llounsliing  hu.Niness. 

THK  sroNh;  AM)  MARIU.K  INTERESTS. 

Only  ne.\t  in  ini|)ortance  to  the  great  water  power  ot 
Lockport  are  its  ine.vhatistible  stttne  i[itaries,  which  have 
attrac  ted  attention  abroad  and  become  a source  of  con- 
siderable wealth  to  the  business  interests  of  the  city,  the 
splendid  (piality  of  the  stone  furnished  by  these  tpiarries 
having  e.vtended  the  reputation  of  the  place  to  such  an 
e.xtent  that  orders  are  received  and  filled  daily  from  New 
York,  Chicago  and  other  cities  in  the  Eastern, Middle  and 
Western  States.  Of  the  varieties  of  stone  which  the 
quarries  in  this  section  supply.  Professor  James  Hall, 
State  geologist,  writes  as  follows  : “One  of  the  best  lime- 
stones in  the  country  in  relation  to  freedom  from  clay 
seams  is  the  encrinal  limestone  of  Lockport,  which  at 
that  point  constitutes  a portion  of  the  lower  jiart  of  the 
Niagara  limestone.  'I'he  Medina  sandstone  formation, 
from  its  eastern  e.vtension  in  Oswego  county  to  the  Ni- 
agara river,  furnishes  building  stone,  in  some  of  its  beds, 
w hich,  in  some  localities,  is  good  and  reliable,  while  in 
other  parts  of  the  same  formation  it  becomes  rapidlv  dis- 
integrated U{)on  exposure  to  the  atmosiihere.  It  is  quar- 
ried at  I'ultoir  and  other  places  in  ()swego  countv,  and  at 
a few  points  in  ^\'ayne  <'ounty.  It  has  been  heretofore 
([uarrietl  on  the  Genesee  ri\er  below  Rochester;  but  the 
more  reliable  iiuarries  are  at  Holley,  .\lbion.  Medina  and 
Lockport;  and  again  it  crops  out  in  the  bank  of  the  Ni- 
agara river  above  Lewiston,  where  it  can  lie  worked  with 
facility.  The  formation  furnishes  valuable  flag-stones  in 
the  neighborl'.ood  of  Lockjiort.” 

One  of  the  frst  quarries  was  that  of  George  Revnale, 
who  had  facilities  for  sawing  stone.  The  following  firms 
are  engaged  in  the  business  at  the  present  time;  P>.  N 
J.  Carpenter,  William  W.  Whitmore  aiul  'I'homas  Watson, 
n.  N;  J.  Carpenter,  pro|irietors  of  the  Lock|iort  Lime- 
stone (Juarries  and  riealers  in  cut  and  saweil  stone,  ( om- 
menced  quarrying  in  1 S40,  and  were  extensively  engaged 
in  cutting  stone  and  laying  mason  work  on  the  Erie  Cana! 
at  its  enlargement.  Their  o|)cra»ions  ha\e  extended  to 
all  parts  ot  the  I nion,  the  fi''m  ha\  ing  erected,  among 
other  buildings,  the  original  Chii  ,igo  ( (jiirt-house,  the  jail 
and  county  clerk's  otlu  e,  Lockport;  two  pavilion-,  for  the 
New  \ ork  .'■^t.ite  Woman’s  Hospit.d.  .it  the  corner  of  gyth 
street  and  .ph  avenue.  New  \'ork;  the  Men  hant's  tlarg- 
Iing()ii  buihlmg,  Lockport;  the  administration  buildine 
.’.ml  two  war<L  tor  tlu,'  l’re>bvt'  n.in  lio-pita!,  at  the  cor- 
ner ot  7 i>l  street  ,ind  .Nl.idi>on  .ivetme,  N;-w  \ ork ; tlie 
Manhattan  M.irket  building,  at  tiie  corner  of  ggth  street 
and  loth  avenue.  New  \ork;  th.e  Lenox  l.ibr.irv  building, 
at  the  corner  ('<1  71-,!  street  .iml  ;t!i  avamue.  New  \'oik, 
and  the  secoml  Woin.m'.,  llo-pn.il  l■lldd;ng.  Ni  \v  \ ork 


W.  ^V.  Whitmore  is  the  pioneer  of  samlstonc  quarryiiig 
in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  in  fact  has  opened  and 
run  almost  everv'  quarry  on  this  range  between  Lockport 
and  Rochester.  He  first  discovered  and  opened  what  is 
called  the  Rattlesnake  (Juarrv  in  the  vear  1830.  '1  his 

(piarry  covers  an  area  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  and  is 
properly  the  whole  of  Rattlesnake  Hill,  which  receiveal  its 
name  in  1834  from  h.iv  ing  been  infoted  wiih  rattlesnakes, 
and  which  is  now  included  in  the  sevond  warvl  of  the 
( itv.  Sylve-ter  M.uhewswas  admitted  as  a partner  in 
the  busine>>  in  1.S36.  The  firm  [Hit  down  a sand-.tone 
pavement  on  the  main  street  in  Buffalo,  from  the  Canal 
to  Buffalo  creek,  which  was  the  first  of  the  kind  in  use 
and  which  rein.iins  tt)  tlte  [iresent  time,  showing  conclu- 
sively the  great  dur.diility  of  sandstone  for  such  pur|ioses. 
In  1830,  on  the  dece.ise  of  Mr.  Mathews,  Thomas  Rath- 
bun  assumeri  his  interest,  and  the  firm  continued  as  Rath- 
bun  N Whitmore  until  1.S54.  They  ojierated  stone  yards 
in  Butfalo,  Rochester  and  Lockport,  also  shipped  stone  to 
'boledo,  Detroit,  Cleveland  and  v arious  western  ( ities.  On 
the  retirement  of  Thomas  Rathbun,  C.  H.  Rathbun  and 
William  Carson  bought  an  interest,  and  the  firm  continued 
as  Whitmore,  Rathbun  N:  Carson  until  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Carson.  Gilbert  Brady  then  assumed  his  interest,  and  the 
firm  still  remains  W.  ^V.  Whitmore,  Charles  Rathbun  N 
G.  Brady.  They  have  furnished  stone  for  several  large 
Iniildings,  among  them  the  City  Hall,  the  blouse  of  Refuge, 
St.  Mary’s  Hosjiital,  and  a large  number  of  chun  lies  in 
Rochester  and  vicinity,  besides  furnishing  and  contract- 
ing for  street  work,  a iirominent  contract  having  been  the 
permanent  platform  walk  in  front  of  the  Powers  Block, 
said  to  be  the  finest  in  the  country.  They  have  furnished 
stone  for  several  large  jobs  in  Buffalo,  such  as  churches, 
and  walks  around  many  private  residences,  the  City  Hall, 
Gleney's  buihlings  and  numerous  others  c([ually  iiromi- 
nent. In  1874  the  firm  sold  out  their  .stone  business  in 
Lockport,  im  hiding  the  Rattlesnake  Hill  iiuarries,  to 
Charles  Whitmore.  'I’he  firm  now  own  and  operate  one  of 
the  largest  (piarries  in  the  State  at  Albion.  Under  the  pres- 
ent iiroprietorship,  the  quarries  at  Lockport  are  turning 
out  as  good  a (piality  of  stone  as  those  which  made  their 
reputation  years  ago.  Mr  Whitmore's  office  isat  No.  jfi 
Market  street. 

'Lhe  marble  fmish.ing  business  w . is  established  in  Loc  k- 
port  during  the  year  1844  by  Norm.in  S.  Lleld.  iinw  re- 
siding at  Albion,  N.  Mr.  Field  vv.is  ideiitifiecl  w ilh 

this  bram  h ot  m.inufacture  from  the  time  i>i  il^  ( ciin- 
mencemenl  until  the  year  1873,  when  his  interest  in  the 
hou.^e  of  Sn_v der,  Holley  cN  Co.,  which  w.is  formed  in  the 
year  1865,  w.is  pun  h.ised  by  his  iiartners.  .'sim  e this 
pure  base  the  business,  in  all  bram  lies,  h. is  been  ciciulucted 
under  the  linn  name  of  Binder  vV  Holley. 

HVDR.U'  Lie  CILM  liN  f. 

A superic'r  c|u.ilitv  of  thi-  .irtu  Ic  i,-.  obtained  in  gre.  t 
.ibuiul.iiH  e I rom  .1  ]>ortion  ol  the  rocks  found  .it  i.c.>(  k- 
port.  W hen  the  locks  were  originally  constructed  the 
i.K  I that  the  ro.  ks  which  it  was  necessary  to  remove  In 
iimiu  ii'-e  ' piaiil ; l ic . w ,1-,  c .ip.ible  of  making  w ,ctcr  iiim-  or 
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THK  NIA(;.\k.\  Nl'KSi.i’IKS— H()\||-,  ink  III),  i- kl  KN  DU'-SS. 


I I'liicnl  v\  imt  known.  I hf  < <;ntr;i<  t<»rs  tlicrclorc  were 
nnikr  ihe  ne<  e!>Mty  of  o|K.-nin;4  a road  through  the  woods 
at  a large  c\iH.-n<Jitiirc  all  the  way  to  ^\  illiainsville,  in 
Krie  t ounty,  to  obtain  water  lime.  It  was  found  at  that 
l«tinl  ami  wa^  ilrawn  that  long  distance  on  “stone  boats, 
.I-,  termed  in  < enninon  parlance  among  tanners.  1 liat  the 
riK  L at  l,o<  k|i(jrt  jM),r>essed  the  properties  for  making 
cement  was  first  discovered  and  demonstrated  in  1^63 
bv  Seth  I’ien  e.  who  is  still  a resilient  of  the  cit\.  11  is 
attention  was  first  called  to  it  by  the  perusal  of  geological 
reitorts.  and  after  a little  time  spent  in  experimenting, 
lie  was  satisfied  that  hydraulic  cement  could  be  made 
from  the  rock  at  this  jioint.  A committee  which  had 
been  ai'pointed  to  test  the  various  kinds  of  water  lime  or 
cement,  oi  whiih  there  were  nine  offered,  found  that  that 
proiluced  by  Mr.  I’ierce  excelled  any  of  the  others  in 
resisting  pressure  and  was  e<iual  in  quality  to  any  in  the 
« ountrv.  In  the  enlargement  of  the  canal  it  was  used  in 
constructing  the  locks.  It  is  now  used  wherever  build- 
ings are  erected  requiring  hydraulic  cement,  ami  has 
iK-come  an  article  of  commerce. 

NIAGARA  NURSERIES. 

'I'he  Niagara  Nurseries  were  establi.shed  by  fdisha 
Moodv  in  1839.  Only  a few  acres  were  at  first  devoted 
to  the  propagation  of  trees,  but  the  quantity  has  increased 
so  that  at  the  present  time  about  four  hundred  acres  are 
used  for  that  purpose,  employing  from  one  to  two  hund- 
red men  some  portions  of  the  year.  These  nurseries 
make  a specialty  of  propagating  standard  pear  trees,  and 
have  undoubtetlly  .-^old  more  of  this  variety  of  fruit  than 
any  other  nursery  in  the  world.  The  seed  for  projiagat- 
ing  |>ear  trees  are  imported  from  Germany  and  France. 
When  one  year  old  the  trees  are  grafted,  and  two  years 
later  they  are  large  enough  for  sale,  and  are  shipped  to 
every  State  in  tlie  Union,  and  al.<o  to  the  IJritish  provin- 
ces. Upon  these  sp-acious  grounds  may  be  found  about 
350  varieties  of  pear  trees.  There  are  also  300  %arieties 
of  apple  and  about  So  each  of  plum  and  cherry  trees.  At 
the  exhibition  of  the  American  I’omological  Society  held 
at  kost«in  in  1873.  the  Niagara  Nur^eries  were  awarded 
the  '■  Wilder  silver  niedal  ’ for  a collection  of  112  varie- 
ties of  jiear.-.;  and  afterward  at  the  exhibition  of  the 
So<  icty  at  Chit  ago.  for  the  best  collection  of  ajiples, 
jicar'.ami  plums.over  400  varieties  of  which  w ere  exhibited. 
E.  Moody  iV  Sons  are  the  ]>resent  proprietors  of  the  Nur- 
series, and  have  also  about  two  huntlretl  a<  res  of  orchard 
and  are  extensively  engaged  in  fruit  growing. 

I OUkroRT  HOME  FOR  THE  I RII'.NIH.E.'.s. 

1 he  need  of  some  charitable  institution  for  the  sup- 
]H,rt  t»f  young  orphans,  anti  to  meet  tile  wants  of  tho>e 
whom  old  age  <;r  infirmities  had  renderet!  incapable  of 
protij-ng  for  them-elves,  led  some  t»f  the  more  ente”- 
l-ri'in4  < en^  «<!'  I .v  kj  rt  t-.,  • - ind  in  .’iM.r.ii 

1 i.c  ;ii, : ji^  ;'-,r  < r_- !!'.v. ft;  v.i.e  -.eii  hi  i ‘7i. 

< *n  the  ;iid  of  hel-ruary  of  that  y-cir.  pur-uant  to  ieeisl.a- 
tive  at  ts,  a charter  was  i-'Ued  from  ih.e  Supreme  Court  of 
tile  ."t.ite  upon  tile  petition  of  H:r..in  Ci.:ron>  r.  loiin 


Hotlge,  Horatio  Kilbornc,  Gustavus  F.  Hostile  r,  Joo.ph 
W.  Helmer,  M.  W.  Evans,  J.  1..  IJreyfogle,  I'homas  Hall 
and  Dr.  D.  h'.  iJishop. 

The  charter  defines  the  objet  t for  whit  li  the  society 
was  formed,  and  pro\ ides  that  the  institution  shoiilil  I*.- 
located  in  the  city  of  Lot  kport  and  exist  for  a term  of 
fifty  years.  Fhe  petitioners  above  nientioneil  were  the 
trustees  for  the  first  year,  ami  at  their  fir>t  iiieetiii^. 
March  ist,  J.  W.  Helmer  was  clct  ted  president  of  the 
board  and  John  Hodge,  secretary. 

The  board  of  managers  chosen  consisted  of  Mr-..  |.  T. 
Bellah,  president;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Dunlap,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Mansfield,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Calvin  Haines, 
corresponding  Secretary  and  Miss  Annie  ( Gardner,  recrml- 
ing  secretary. 

The  following  ladies  were  chosen  directors; 

Mrs.  George  W.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Burt  Van  Horn.  .Mrs. 
M.  H.  Webber,  Mrs.  James  Jack.srjn,  jr.,  Mrs.  C.  I-.  Hoa-a. 
.Mrs.  M.  W.  Evans,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Barker,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Went- 
worth, Mrs.  Martha  White,  Mrs.  George  H,  Douglas. 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Wright,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Aiken,  Mrs.  Dudley  Gla-.s, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Marvin,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Breyfogle,  Mrs.  Rev.  M. 
Ort,  Miss  Addie  McClew',  Miss  Addie  Currier,  Mi->s 
.Margaret  Snell,  Mi.ss  Maria  Chrysler. 

These  were  chosen  for  one  year,  their  duty  being  to 
meet  at  the  Home  weekly  to  look  after  the  inmates. 
The  organization  perfected,  spacious  grounds  were  pur- 
chased on  Fligh  street,  upon  which  commodious  buildings 
were  fitted  up  for  the  society’s  use.  The  board  of 
supervisors  approjiriated  to  it  .'§3.437.47,  the  amount  in 
the  treasury,  on  condition  that  it  and  an  equal  amount 
raised  by  voluntary  contribution  should  be  used  in  fitting 
up  the  institution.  The  property  secured  was  the  resi- 
dence of  F.  N.  Nelson,  and  was  purchased  in  De<  ember, 
1871,  and  the  services  of  Mrs.  Pimjison  secured  as  matron. 
The  first  year  theie  were  admitted  two  adults  and  seven 
children.  During  the  year  1874  there  vvere  twenty-seven 
inmates,  of  whom  nine  were  adults  and  eighteen  < hildren. 

Shortly  after  the  Home  was  founded  the  young  Ia<lics 
of  Lockjiort  organized  a society  called  the  " Home 
Circle"  for  the  purpose  of  making  articles  to  be  sold.  ;iie 
proceeds  of  which  were  to  lie  jdaced  in  the  I ionic 
treasury.  They  held  their  meetings  weekly,  and  tl.e 
result  was  a valuable  aid.  Entertainments  ware  a! s i 
given  for  the  benefit  of  the  Home,  with  gratifving  r.  - 
During  the  year  1S75  number  of  inmates  was  ii"v- 
four.  This  increase  was  due  to  the  enforfenient  of  tin- 
law  requiring  the  removal  of  the  chihlren  cf  pa  ;.ir 
parents  from  the  county  house.  .\t  the  pr-  'em 
there  are  three  adults  an«l  forty-four  cliildren  iiiiii.t'.v'  "i 
the  Institution. 

UNION  .SCHOOL  OF  I.OCRBOR'I’. 

The  I'nion  School  has  been  justly  i ailed  t!ie  pride  of 
l,o<  kport.  Nat'.’.re  lets  d *ne'  m';< ’1  to  _'Le  to  I, r' 
adv.mt.uas  ji-  i>v  fe-.vot!..r  pi.i  ti;e  . ' 

New  \'ork  built  tiie  F.rie  Canal,  which  offered  -zre at  n- 
dneements  to  IcK.al  business;  the  county  of  Ni.'g  'r  i n> -d- 
it  her  sfiire  iow*i  .ind  Imsiness  center,  and  the  1 ; =■'* 
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|il;u  c liir  ilii;  alHiMil.int,  ricli,  .nul  s.irual  j.r<MUi<  t'  ‘it  her 
fertile  soil;  corporate  ami  private  enter[>rise  have,  with  a 
jiuMir  -pirit  hiahiv  coaimeiul.ihle.  ami  a taste  an<l  (lis<  re- 
tion  truly  a<liiiir.il>le,  lieiped  t(>  rentier  it  one  the  most 
pleasant  cities  of  tlie  .State.  Lock[»ortas  a municipal  cor- 
poration can  claim  no  cretlit  for  these  advantages  and  de- 
velopments. Hut  she  may  rightfully  claim  a credit  for  that 
w hirh  has  given  her  an  enviahle  rejiutation  and  rank 
among  the  cities  of  the  State.  Her  Union  School  system 
has  given  her  such  char.at  ter,  and  contributed,  in  a la.^ge 
me.xsure,  to  her  material  j)rosperity.  No  inconsiderable 
ji.irt  of  her  present  population  has  been  brought  here,  or 
h.is  remained  here  on  account  of  the  stijic-rior  advantages 
for  gaining  an  edneation.  afforded  by  her  schools.  No 
city  or  community  in  the  State  can  claim  a more  highiy 
e<lucated  class  of  citizens  than  is  that  portion  of  her  pop- 
ulation who  have  enjoyed  the  privileges  for  acquiring  an 
education  which  her  schools  afford.  A large  portion  of 
the  citizens,  not  only  of  the  city  of  Lockport,  but  also  of 
the  county  of  Niagara  have  been  educated  here. 

The  benign  influences  of  these  schools  have  been  felt 
far  and  wide,  by  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  old  and 
voung.  They  have  imparted  to  thousands  a sound  and 
useful  education.  Hundreds  who  now  occupy  the  high- 
est positions  in  the  learned  professions,  and  business  pur- 
suits of  the  country,  were  fitted  and  prepared  in  rhese 
schools  for  those  stations.  Within  their  walls  the  rich 
.and  the  poor  have  sat.  side  by  side,  and  enjoyed  c(ju.il 
privileges,  with  no  distinctions  but  such  as  real  merit 
m.akes.  Children  of  the  poorest  parents,  who  otherwise 
would  never  have  seen  the  inside  of  any  but  the  common- 
est kind  of  a common  school-house,  who  would  never 
have  received  any  other  than  a common  education,  have 
enjoyed  op[>ortunities  for  ac.iuiring  an  education  equally 
with  those  of  the  richest  parents;  and  have  thereby  been 
enabled  to  contend  with  them,  and  oftentimes  successful- 
ly for  mental  superiority,  and  the  highest  positions  i.n 
society. 

Community  of  erlucation  creates  community  of  feeling. 
Atta«  hments  formed  in  the  schord-room  arc  most  lasting. 
That  society  wiii  generally  be  found  to  be  most  harmoni- 
ous whose  members  have  !»ecn  brought  up  and  educated 
together.  very  striking  proof  of  the  truth  of  these 
aphorisms  is  afforded  in  this  very  city.  The  Union 
School  has  di>sipatcd  those  l*x:al  prejudices  and  cla.-?.-* 
liistinctions  which  prev.iiied  before  its  origin.  Who  can 
measure  tiie  extent  of  the  influence,  or  calculate  the  value, 
of  this  community  of  education  I 


I’his  was  the  first  union  school  in 

:h;s  or 

any  other 

.■'late.  .M.c\  of  the  cities  an*i  tn^at 
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the  .'t.Ue  have  .i*iopted  this  plan;  .c 
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of  them 

have  almost  literally  copivj  t.his  a*  t. 
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a*  ademies  have  beer,  charge;',  to  un 
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b .t  r.e’.c-r 

the  < ons'ersv. 

U.-.f.',  l■S4^  l.o*  k:*-.r:  c r.t.vr.-.d  iio  . 

’emlr.-r’. . 

-•r  1 in-t.it.!.'  c'*  | * 'M.w.qr.  * ii 

-<  hot*'.'.  'Sinic  of  them  <ept  m r..*  .'C'  unp.e..  - :.r-t,  ;r.<  oni- 
fortable.  unhealthy,  slark.  and  gh*<,niy;  -i  t-.w  '* >-<  til- 


cation  for  their  ( hiltiren,  parents  were  obbged  t..  sciM 
them  away,  at  great  expen->e,  and  at  an  ag-  when  tluv 
m*>st  need  the  vvat(  hful  suprrv ision,  the  fostering  f irc. 
and  the  salutary  restraints  of  parents,  and  the  genial  in- 
llucncc-s  of  home. 

In  1 846  .Sulliv  .in  ( .’•  erno  originated  the  plan  of  thi-> 
L niun  School  'v-rciii  He  'ubmitted  the  plan  to  I’ro- 
fc-ssor -S.iiidborn  of  1 ) ■ riiiiouth  ( ollege,  Hora<  e .Mann  <jf 
.Missachu.'ctt.s.  .NIr.  Hi-.hop  (*f  Rlioile  Islam!,  an*!  other 
eminent  educators,  and  received  from  tliem  in^ny  -...I  a.l.l.; 
sugge-itions.  He  framed  an  .act  to  be  ]*assc-d  by  th.e  l .-  g;'- 
lature,  an*l,  by  the  .ii<l  of  the  Honorable  .Samuel  Young 
in  the  .Senate,  and  tile  Honoi'able  Henjamin  Carpen- 
ter in  the  .Vsscmbly.  the  same  was  passed,  being  Chapter 
) 5 1 of  the  session,  laws  of  1847.  The  provisions  of  thi-> 

, art  Were  substantially  as  follows  : Sullivan  Caverno  as 
I trustee  of  jirimary  di.strict  number  one.  William  (i.  .M*.- 
I .Master  as  trustee  of  primary  district  number  two.  fo'cph 
j T.  Bcllah  as  trustee  of  primary  district  number  three, 
j Sila.s  H.  .Marks  as  trustee  of  primary  district  number  four. 

! Isaac  C.  Colton  as  trustee  of  primary  district  number  five. 

! John  5.  ^Yolcocl  as  trustee  of  primary  district  number  six, 
PldiTard  L.  Hoardman  as  trustee  of  primary  district  num- 
ber seven,  and  Nathan  Dayton,  Samuel  Works,  lonathan 
S.  ^Yood.s,  Lyman  A.  Spalding,  and  Hiram  Gardner,  as 
trustees  of  the  L'nion  district  and  their  successors  in 
office,  were  constituted  a corporation,  by  the  name  of 
“The  Board  of  F.ducation  for  the  Village  of  I.oc'*  port." 
The  successors  of  these  trustees  were  so  classified  that 
1 the  terms  of  office  of  four  of  them  e.xpirc  each  year.  Thi> 
hoard  of  education  was  vested  with  all  the  powcr«.  and 
was  subject  to  all  the  duties  of  trustees  of  com.mon  scho  /1 
i districts;  and  many  other  powers  were  conferred,  and 
many  other  duties  were  imposed  uf*on  them  by  this  act. 
For  cert.ain  pur{»oses  the  seven  common  school  districts 
I were  consvjlidated  into  one  union  district;  for  certain 
other  purj.«ises  they  were  to  remain  distinct  as  primary 
! districts.  P.'^ovi.sion  was  made  for  a class  of  intermediate, 
• called  scconilary,  schf.*ols;  for  v.hich  purpose  afterwards 

; in  one  case  three,  and  in  two  cases  two,  of  the  ]*rirnarv 

disiricts  were  formed  into  secondary  districts.  The 
Union  School  was  divided  into  two  departments,  ju-  r 
and  Senior  Provision  was  made  for  cstahlishing  ^ -cpa.-- 
ate  schwl  for  the  education  of  colored  children; 
a normal  department  in  the  Union  Schocjl  for  ‘he  r -;r  . 
tion  of  teachers  (ienerouc  arai  liberal  provi'!- 
made  for  die  exemption  from  tuition  fees,  in  fas  or  -.f 
indigent. 

Ihe  'Ch'o’s  in  ’he  several  di'tri'.ts  were*:'.  M.  h 
raruvd  .ar.-I  ur_ded  as  ; In  'he  pr.n,_r;.  -<  •.  - 

the  iowe't  U'a^Ie  of  Studies  i-,  p;.'‘ued.  ntii  ri:e  : ; .1  't- 

t.a;ns  a r-.r’ain  a_'c  snd  dcuree  ; : ci- icnry.  L';  ^ r> 
attaining  ' o h ace,  ar>]  {.o-'-ir  g j.  ' i<  « c'«:  .1  exam  r 
the  p'tpii  IS  ;.r  unoted  to  a 'cc >.’.*1  ifv  s'..no':!  Ije.'-  .1 

1 hke  enmir.atu  r.  tr.e  p *0*1  j tor.i  toi  to  t .. 
dep J'tinent.  and  fom*  then*  e.  by  b*.e  t . ’ 
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I 1 


tiT  iiu  ( Ii  [ '.t n I H'  lU  I iT  'i'uoip!  alio'.c  tlic  [>riiiiciry,  m.i\  l*c  | 
.liianti.i  hi  liin'ii  tiu-  a-:uirc<t  c\.iimnation. 

1;;.-  .1.  . - V . : ari.ii:  .it;.hn.h-lh  in  thc-o  oml.iry 

I'  I 'l  i.il  ur  'iq.irrl..'- hj  usiiallv  ac  < |uirc-il  in 

tliL-  . <imuu>n  M linol'i  ot  ihc:  State  I lie  ' uiii'i'  '>1  >tiulic'i 
|iren  ril K-il  tor  tlie  senior  ueyarri’ent  ot  ihc  I nion 
S<  Imols  was  ;is  tullou-,  ; I'ur  the  i It'.-  < a!  iur.r<c,  in  tlie 
l.alin,  the  granimtir,  iciMiH',  rea«ler,  \ in  Kmii.e,  C .esar,  | 
\’irgil,  ('it  ero,  Sallust,  ( >\ id.  la\y.  Horace, 'I  acitus,  jtrose  | 
I'omiiosiliuns  and  Riunati  antiiiuilies;  in  the  (ireek,  the 
graniniar,  lessons,  reader.  I'entament,  Antihtisi.i,  Homer, 
tragedies,  [irose  t i)m])oMiions  and  (iret  itm  antiiiuilies; 
for  the  h'-itgliNh  course,  ancient  .ttui  modern  geogra])hy, 
higher  .irithiuetii  , .dgehr.i,  llourdon,  gramnuir,  book- 
keeping, natund  philo>uph\ . i heinisiry.  physiology,  his- 
tort,  of  the  I’nited  St.ues,  itniver^al  history.  Rotany, 
rhetoric,  logic,  elements  ot  t ritu  ism,  mineralogy,  geoltjgy^ 
Constitution  of  the  L'liitetl  States,  science  of  go\ eminent, 
political  economy,  geogr.iphy  of  the  hetivens,  astronomy, 
mentiil  philosophy,  moral  philosophv,  natural  theology, 
evidences  of  Christianity,  mensuration,  geometry,  trig- 
onometry, sitr\e\ing,  navigation,  music,  drawing,  map- 
ping and  painting. 

The  lourses  of  studies  which  are  now  prescribed, 
from  which  students  are  annually  graduated,  are  three  in 
number;  the  classical,  the  English  and  the  commercial. 
The  classii  al  course  fils  students  for  the  higher  grade  of 
colleges.  It  reipiires  four  years  for  its  sitccessful  com- 
pletion. ( iradiiates  from  this  course  have  entered  Vale. 
Harimouth,  H.imilton,  Amherst,  Hobart,  and  Cenesee 
Colleges,  .iml  Mit  higan,  Iloston,  ^Vesleyan,  Cornell,  and 
Rochester  I'niversities.  The  English  course  also  reipiires 
four  ve.irs  for  its  completion.  The  studies  tauglu  in  this 
course  are  as  follows:  Arithmetic,  grammar,  geography. 
pIiNsiology,  book-keeping,  algebra,  natural  [ihilosophy, 
an.ilvsis,  rhetorii',  physical  geogr.iiihy.  geometry,  i hemis- 
tr\,  general  history,  mental  [ihilosophy,  geolog\,  criticism, 
astrononu',  histnrv  of  English  hter.iture,  and  botany. 
The  commercial  course  extends  through  two  years.  I'lie 
(ierm.in  .iml  French  languages,  \ocal  and  instrumental 
music,  dr.iwing,  .md  p.iinting  are  also  taught.  .\  student 
who  should  I om|ilete  the  whole  of  these  courses  would 
acfpiire  a higlier  and  more  useful  education  than  is 
usually  acipiircd  in  the  four  years  course  in  most 
colleges. 

.\t  the  lir-t  meeting  of  the  board  of  eilm  .ition  and  an- 
nu.dly  there. liter  for  four  \ears,  Mr.  C.oerno  was  chosen 
president  ot  the  bo.ird.  lie  drew  up  a code  of  rules. 
regithitioU',  .md  b\ -l.iw  s,  w hii  h were  adopted  b\-  the 
lio.ird  l or  five  ve.irs  he  devoteil  a huge  [lortion  of  his 
time  .md  his  best  energies,  vviiho  it  fee  or  rew.ird,  to  the 
interests  ,md  business  of  the  scho.iN;  doing  duties,  per- 
lormmg  l.ibor  and  services  in  .iiuount  greater,  ,md  in 
I h.ir.u  ter  more  important  ih.m  hu'  been  aimirillv  d'UU- 
bv , or  I'lipiiicd  ot  those  who  ii.oo  l;eld  i liiccs  sim  e 
1 rc.iteil  thei  clor,  .md  loi  vv  Im  h tlie  bo.ual  hav  e [Mid,  an- 
mi.illv,  .si.ooo  to  .st.goo. 

I'hc  tc. idlers'  w .iges  w ere  [laid  in  the  prim.irv  s,  hools  bv 
the  iiioiU'v  rei  cived  I roin  the  cojimioii  s(  !iool  fund  of  tlie 


State;  in  the  secomlarv  sdiools  and  I’nion  sdiooH.  bv 
monev  reciived  from  tuition  fees.  I'hese  fees  were  fixed 
for  residents  of  the  I'nion  district  at  §i  per  ipiarter  of 
three  months;  in  the  sec ond.iry  schools  at  .St. 50  in  the 
junior  de[i.irtmeni  of  tlie  I’nion  School,  and  at  ^5  in  the 
senior  department  of  the  Cnion  School;  for  non-resiiients 
of  the  I nioii  district  at  in  the  secondary  sch.ools.  at 

in  the  junior  rle|)artment,  ami  at  $4  in  the  senior  de- 
[larlment  of  the  I'nion  School. 

Immediately  after  organi/ting  and  ado|)ting  the  bv  laws, 
the  board  of  education  pun  hasetl  a lot,  centrally  lot  ated, 
for  the  I'nion  School-house,  and  commenced  to  build  the 
largetind  commodious  house  now  thereon.  For  the  jiiirchase 
of  the  lot,  building  the  house,  furnishing  it  with  projier 
fixtures,  furniture,  bell,  and  chemical,  pl'.ilosojihical.  and 
iu.uhem.itic.il  app.iratus,  it  became  necessary  to  lev  v.i  tax 
upon  the  whole  taxable  [)ro|)erty  w ithin  the  I'nion  district, 
the  bounilaries  of  which  were  substantially  the  same  as 
are  those  of  the  city  of  Eock[iort,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  js  13,000.  I'o  this  time  all  seemed  to  be  harmonious. 
Tile  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  the 
law.  h.ul  been  signed  by  more  than  eighc  hundred  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  and  largest  property  holders. 
No  o|)[)0sition  was  manifested. 

L'[)on  the  lev  ving  of  this  tax  an  excitement  arose;  an 
iiulignation  meeting  was  called,  at  which  a motion  was 
made  bv  a very  prominent  citizen  and  advocated  by 
others,  that  the  further  building  of  the  L'nion  School- 
house  be  abandoned,  that  the  walls,  which  were  then 
nearly  coiipileted,  be  torn  down,  and  that  measures  be 
taken  to  procure  a rejieal  of  the  law.  Threats  of  violence 
towards  some  of  the  friends  of  the  system  were  made, 
and  it  seemed  at  one  time  that  a fearful  riot  would  follow. 
For  a long  time  afterwards  the  o[)[K)nents  of  the  school 
used  to  cast  it  as  a term  of  repro.ich  upon  its  friends, 
that  they  had  been  instrumental  in  liringing  this  system 
into  operation,  as  if  it  were  a calamity  u[ion  the  com- 
munity. A very  jirominent  citizen,  who  afterw.irds  be- 
came its  warm  friend,  and  was  for  many  years  connecteil 
with  it  in  an  official  ca[)ai  ity,  used  to  threaten  his  i hild- 
ren,  as  a [uinishment  for  disobevlience  or  miseonduct, 
that  he  would  send  them  to  the  I’nion  .'School. 

0[iposition  gradually  dievl  out.  Men  w ho  had  lu  en  us 
enemies  became  its  warm  friends  and  [nitrons.  Within 
the  last  ten  or  lifteen  years  there  have  been  built,  within 
the  I’nion  district,  live  school-houses,  costing,  wiili  their 
lixtures,  furniture,  and  ;i[>[)aratus.  little  less  ih.in  ;si;-. 
000;  two  ot  them  costing  .'szj.ooo  e.ich,  one  icsli:  g 
,'>ao,ooo,  one  ot  the'  otlieis  < osting  .is  miu  h .'s  the  I c'  ■ 
scliool-house  cost,  .111(1  the  rein. lining  one  (nsiiii,  unu’ 
than  half  as  miu  h.  'I'he-e  .imoiiuts  were  resj,, , ; a i iv 
.issessed  u[um  the  t.ix.ible  [iro|ieriv  m .1  'ingK  di'iii'i; 
ve!  the  tax-[nivers  li.ul  bci  oiue  sa  t.iviu.ibic  to  .1  sv..u  ii, 
will,  h .iftorded  siu  ii  go.nl  s,  ||,,,i|s  iliit  liiilc  i>rn<i(.'iu- 
pl.iiu'  has  her  n lie.ird  .linmt  the  taw  s iheiet'ir.  1 i.e 
SI  hools  vilfermg  siu  h f.u  ilitics,  and  .illordiiig  such  sipie- 
rior  adv.intages  for  .u  cpiiiing  .111  education,  few  [nirents 
are  so  blind  to  the  b.  st  interests  of  their  i l.ildren  th.it 
the',  w oiild  dept  IV  e i hem  o'  these  [uav  ileges.  Atn.inw'' 
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hhoii!*!  now  avow  himsdf  an  enemy  of  the  Union  School 
would  manifest  a'  hardihood  and  want  of  candor  that 
woul»l  hrin^  him  into  contempt.  Few  parents  who  desire 
to  i'ive  their  children  a j^ood,  sound,  useful,  and  finished 
education,  send  them  abroad  for  that  purjiose. 

'I'he  new  system  went  into  operation  July  4th,  1H4H. 
Among  the  advantages  secured  by  this  system  are  these; 
'I'he  primary  and  secondary  schools  are  under  the  care  of 
female  teacherj,  who,  it  is  generally  conceded,  are  bet- 
ter constituted  for  managing  and  controlling  chihlren 
than  male  teachers  are;  and  a great  saving  in  expenses  is 
thereby  gained. 

'Fhe  Ixiard  of  education  receives  annually  a share  of 
the  common  schfjol  fund,  and  of  the  literature  fund;  and 
also  a large  sum  from  the  State  treasury  towards  the 
salary  of  the  superintendent,  and  on  account  of  the  nor- 
mal dejiartment;  in  addition  to  the.se  a large  sum  for 
tuition  fees  of  pupils  who  are  not  residents  of  the  Union 
di.strict. 

The  primary  schooFs  are  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  pupils;  none  are  obliged  to  travel  a great  distance. 

Pupils  of  nearly  the  same  age  and  size  are  brought 
together,  and  many  trouble.s,  difificultie->,  and  incon- 
veniences, arising  from  bringing  into  the  same  house 
those  of  different  ages  and  of  all  sizes,  are  thus  prevented. 

Frequent  changes  of  teachers  are  avoided.  There  is 
now  in  one  of  the  grades,  a teacher  who  has  been  con- 
tinuously a teacher  from  the  commencement  of  the 
system. 

Each  teacher  in  ear.h  grade  make»  the  teac  hing  of  the 
branches  for  that  grade  a .specialty. 

As  they  progres.s,  and  rise  from  grade  to  grade,  the 
pupils  come  under  the  instruction  of  teacheri  of  higher 
and  higher  qualifications,  until,  in  the  senior  department, 
they  come  under  the  instruction  of  those  who  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  the  profes;-.ors  in  colleges. 

Large  clas.ses  are  formed,  and  thus  the  stimulant  of 
competition  and  rivalry  is  obtained. 

Children  well  b.^ought  up  at  home  will,  generally,  yield 
ready  ol>cdience  to  the  laws,  rules,  and  regulation.^  of  the 
schools,  and  the  influence  of  their  example  cannot  fail  to 
produce  salutary  effects  uj/'.m  the  others. 

The  time  for  the  election  of  meunU-rs  of  the  iK^ard  of 
education  is  in  Septcunber  for  tr!:->tees  of  primary  P’s- 
tricts,  and  in  ^tetober  for  trustees  of  the  Union  district; 
thus  avoiding  the  contaminating  influ<ence  which  «>me- 
time-s  follows  whe-n  the->c  ciections  are  held  at  the  same 
lime  with  j*olitica!  elections.  It  is  Mieved  that  neither 
j*erjrjnal.  bjcal.  \f<Ah:ca]  or  secta'-ian  considerations  ha.e 
ever  disturi/ed  the  harmony  of  the  sy->tem,  or  the  useful- 
ness of  the  sch'>^jls. 

I5y  the  act  of  the  Ix.-gislaln.-e  of  inio  tine  I nion  ,^  hr>d 
l>«-came  - ibje^  t to  the  viiitation  of  the  regents  of  the 
university,  as  acadcin;c-»  are.  a.-.-j  e:.*'' - d to  r -«cive.  .-nd 
doe-  r-.scive  annually  from  the  i.t.'  • ;,'e  f ind  a 
projK>r:ic>nate  to  the  numl^.r  of  p;;p;  > t iu.'l>t  t'r.-.rei.n, 
who  have  pursued  the  courvr  of  ■•t  idie's,  and  to  the  ex- 
tent t>res/^  ril>c<l  for  that  pur;  o e ’ v tioe  re.-e,r»» 
uniser->itv. 


' Twenty  pii|»iI->  annu.illy  attuid  the  -c  ion  . of  tlie  nor- 
I rnal  clas.s,  '1  hi->  dei<ariiiu-nt  i>>  under  tlie  iliro 'ion  and 

; control  of  the  board  of  erlm  ation,  siibjei  t to  the  vi  at  1- 

' tion  of  the  commissioners  of  < onimon  v.hools  of  the 

j county  of  Niagara, 

I 'I’he  greatest  number  of  riiff<-rent  pupils  in  any  year, 

! registered  in  the  .senior  ilej-.irtni'  11'.  is  four  hundred 

! and  fifty;  in  the  junior  ilepartiiienl  three  hundred  uid 

; eighty-five;  in  the  primary  and  set  ondary  v hools,  tvso 

thousand  two  hundred  and  lhirty-nit;<-,  making  a tot.il 
of  three  thousand  and  seventy-four. 

'Fhe  average  attendance  in  the  senior  departm  .nt  of 
the  Union  School,  (hiring  the  past  year,  has  been  tv.  o 
hundred  and  twenty;  in  the  junior  department,  tv.o 
hundred  and  fifty;  in  the  secondary  and  primary  school  ■>, 
twelve  h'.indred,  Fhe  attendance  of  p'lpil.s  has  increased 
on  an  average  in  the  primary  ami  secondary  schools 
I from  six  hundr  .al  to  twelve  hundred;  in  the  junior  de- 
! partrnent  of  the  Union  School,  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty;  and  in  the  .senior  (le- 
partment  of  the  L'nion  S'.hool,  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  to  two  hundred  and  twenty;  making  a ’oifjl 
increase  of  eight  hundreil  .and  seventy-live  p ipils,  or 
more  than  ninety-.six  per  cent.  Huring  thi.s  period  t!ie 
pojiulation  of  the  territory  inoluded  in  the  Union  di  t 
has  inorea:s<.'(l  from  nine  thousand  to  twelve  tho  ; ■,.ind 
five  hundred,  making  a total  inorease  of  '>n]y  three 
thousand  five  hundred,  or  less  than  forty  per  f.ent. 

Pupils  from  all  j/art.s  of  rhe  oounty,  and  from  other 
counties,  have  sought  the  advantages  afforded  \r,-  ti,e- 
Union  .School;  and  for  many  years  past  the  aiten^ianoe, 
in  the  senior  department,  of  non-.'eside'nt  pupils  ha-,  ex- 
ceeded that  of  re-.ide-nt  pupil:.,  a.nd  the  amount  of  : ;’*ion 
fe-e;s  received  from  non-resident  pu;/ihs  is  greater  than 
the  tuition  fees  received  at  -any  like  institution  in  tl  e 
.State,  'I’heir  avera;.'e'  numl^er  i,s  one  hundred  and  thir^;. ; 
the  tuition  fees  from  to  .^rc  per  term;  .amounting,  an- 
, nually,  to  mo'e  tran  .92.5-00,  'Fhe  lx»ard  of  ed'  cation 
alva  receives,  ann'-.aily,  from  taxes  .920,000;  from  the 
common  't.hool  fund  .Shoo-o;  from  the  h*er.'.r-:r-;  f r.d 
,9; 00;  from  'he  *0,' sury  of  the  .Sv-te  tov-'  .'ds 
; salary  of  the  q^er-ntendenl  .9'lao;  and  for  *h"  nor 
mal  department  .^.-oo:  amounting  in  all  to  9P  -''^ 
Huring  th.,-  year  i in  all  the  v.h'yy's  there  v.-re 
three  teac  hers  employed,  to  whom  v,  e,  paid  ti.e  - . >' 
.922. 35S.  'Fhe  average  e’'',/e.e  fo' ej<  h pup,!  v,  : 7 
'Fhere  is  a well  -.ele'.ted  iihriry  o*'  t'nrec  'ho  ' 0 ; - 
hundre'cl  voieme-s,  tiue  u-er  of  whi'  ;i  free  to  hi  r-  1 :• 
of  the  Union  cli , trio'.,  '1  his  libr.a.'v  has  be-.n  p ’ 'I 
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substantially  as  passcil  in  1847.  The  only  material 
changes  are  as  follows  ; 

I.  Hy  ('hjj)tcr  77  of  the  session  laws  of  1850,  tuition 
fees  in  the  se<  onilary  schools  were  abolished;  the  regents 
of  tile  i:!i!\erMi\  w ere  authori/ed  to  declare  the  L nion 
s,  li.H.l  to  he  an  ai  adeiiiy  for  certain  purpose. ; “ suhjei  t 
to.  and  to  be  goserned  by,  the  provision  of  the  act 
aulhort/ing  '■aid  I nion  School,  and  subject  to  such  rules  j 

and  regulations  as  the  regents  may  ])rescril>e;  and  the 
< i,\  ''![■erin:e^dem  of  tile  L’nion  School  was  created. 

I ll  ihe  e o!  •'Upenntendent,  without  any  extension  ot 
!ii.'  !eir:i<n\,  li'e'c  l:,i'  recently  been  added  that  ot  coni- 
n;.--  c'  ■ ■■•  1 .1;  . a.iiii  '<  hools. 

...  l;v  1 of  the  session  laws  of  1866,  the 

bound. ities  of  ihe  I’nion  district  were  conformed  to  the 
boiindarie-'  <>f  the  city  of  l.ockport;  the  power  to  raise 
iiionev  bv  t.ix.ition  was  transferred  to  the  common  council 
of  the  ( itv;  the  board  of  education  fixing,  by  resolution, 
each  vear,  the  amount  of  money  which  it  will  be  necessary 
to  raise  by  taxation  for  the  puriioses  of  education  for  the 
year,  and  the  common  council  causing  the  same  to  be  j 
raised  accordingly. 

3.  By  Chapter  406  of  the  session  laws  of  1867,  tuition 
fees  in  all  the  common  schools  of  the  State  were  abolished 
'The  Cnion  School  still  retaining  its  common  school 
features,  tuition  therein  became  free  to  residents  of  the 
Union  district  Before  this  time  the  amount  raised  an- 
nually by  taxation  for  all  purposes  of  all  the  schools,  ex- 
cept for  buildings,  was  on  an  average  the  sum  of  <13,000, 
being  one  mill  on  the  dollar  of  valuation,  according  to  the 
town  assessment  roll.  Since  that  time  the  sum  so  raised 
has  been  $18,000  to  $20,000,  being  more  than  three  mills 
on  the  dollar  of  such  valuation. 

4.  By  Chapter  729  of  the  session  laws  of  1S68,  authority 
was  given  to  the  board  of  education  to  unite  and  con- 
soldidate,  for  certain  purposes,  any  two  or  more  of  the 
primary  districts.  In  the  exercise  of  this  authority  the 
bo.ird  has  so  united  and  consolidated  these  districts  that 
there  are  now, except  for  the  election  of  trustees,  only  five. 

In  each  of  these  there  is  a large,  commodious,  and 
substantial  school-house,  in  which  are  brought  together 
all  the  [iui>ils  that  were  formerly  included  in  the  seven 
jirimary  and  three  secondary  schools.  The  gradation  is 
by  classes,  and  comprehends,  substantially,  the  same 
studies  as  were  formerly  prescribed  for  the  iirimaiy  and 
secondary  sch.ools. 

The  names  of  the  jiresidents  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, the  order  of  their  succession  and  the  time  d'.iring 
which  they  held  that  office,  respci  tively,  are  as  follows; 
Sullivan  Caverno.  fenir  wars  ; W’lHiam  C.  McMaster. 
two  \ears;  Stcjughton  I'cttibnne.  <me  \c.ir  ; [olin  \'an 
Horn,  five  years;  H.  S.  1 )elano,  three  wars;  M I,,  ifurrell, 
two  years;  John  I„  Buck,  four  wars;  C.  C.  Palmer  a.  few 
months;  S.tmuel  Wright,  two  \e.irs;  ['rues  .Atwater, 
three \ears;  James  J.tckson,  )i.,  who  now  holds  the  oflti  e, 
five  years. 

The  second  jtresidenl,  Willi.tm  G,  MiMa.ster,  'lescrves 
more  than  a tnere  mention.  He  h.ts  always  been  a strong 
.idvoi'.ile  ot  uuiwr'al  ediu  ,111011;  he  ga.\'c  his  inthtem  c 


I and  rendered  important  and  valuable  services  in  putting 
the  Union  School  system  into  operation;  and.  ^vhat  can 
be  said  of  few  other  men,  if  any,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  //<■  'I'd.i  <r  trustee  eif  a coiiimou  school  dtstnet  for  more 
than  Ji/tv  years  eonseeutively ; forty  years  of  lohieh  time  he 
was  stieh  trustee  of  the  district  where  he  mno  resides.  He 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  education  from  its  organi/.a- 
tion  until  1878,  when,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  declin- 
ed a further  election. 

'I’he  names  of  the  principals  of  the  Union  School,  the 
order  of  their  succession,  and  the  time  during  which  they 
held  th.it  offu  c,  respectively,  are  as  follows  ; Frederic  R. 
R.  Ford,  three  am!  a half  ye.irs;  Nathan  Britton,  two 
wars;  .Moses  H.  Fitts,  one  year;  William  1’  Kalon.  two 
and  a half  years;  Edwin  A.  Charlton,  four  years;  Benja- 
min M.  Reynolds,  five  years;  Asher  B.  Evans,  who  now- 
holds  the  ])osiiion,  twelve  years. 

'I'he  names  of  the  suiierintendents,  the  order  ol  their 
succession,  and  the  time  during  which  they  held  that 
office  resiiectively,  are  as  follows  ; M.  S.  Burrell,  one 
year;  George  W.  Jermain,  one  year;  Sampson  Robbins, 
one  year;  Hezekiah  W.  Scovell,  one  year;  James  Atwater, 
eleven  years,  during  which  time  he  was  teacher  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  senior  department,  and  for  a short  time 
acting  princi[)al  of  the  Union  School;  James  Ferguson, 
ten  years;  M.  J.  Keeler,  one  year;  Arthur  A.  Skinner, 
w ho  now  holds  tlie  office,  two  years. 

The  memliers  of  the  present  board  of  education  are  as 
follows;  James  Jackson,  jr.,  James  O.  King.  John  H. 
Buck,  James  Atwater,  and  Freeman  H.  Mottt,  as  trustees 
of  the  Union  district,  Lewis  Harmony  of  primary  district 
number  one,  John  S.  Stahl  of  primary  district  number 
two,  William  .S.  WTight  of  primary  district  number  three, 
Joseiih  B.  Boyce  of  primary  district  number  four,  I.ewis 
H.  Hill  of  jirimary  district  number  five,  Da\id  Woods  ot 
primary  district  number  six,  and  John  McCue  of  prim''ry 
district  number  seven,  as  trustees  of  those  primary  dis- 
ficts  respectively. 

THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Lockport,  as  has  been  stated,  was  incoriiorated  a village 
in  the  year  1829.  Before  it  had  a fire  organization  a 
rotary  engine  was  used,  which  was  purchased  by  Lyman 
-V.  S[);ilding  for  the  sum  of  $350.  It  was  christened  the 
“ Ti.scarora,”  and  a company  was  subseiuiently  organi.;ei! 
under  that  name.  The  old  engine  was  too  large  for 
practical  |>uri)oscs,  taking  sixteen  men  tc  operate  it  in 
case  of  fire.  It  was  then  necessary  to  have  a relief  corn-; 
of  sixteen  more  near  at  hand,  for  one  force  could  work 
the  engine  but  a few  moments  at  a time.  The  hcail- 
<iuartcrs  of  the  firemen  at  that  time  were  in  the  ri.':i"  of 
the  .-litc  of  the  Farmers’  and  .Met  hanics'  Savings  Bank. 
The  ■■  Tuscarora"  was  finally  abandoned,  and  .1  new 
engine,  called  the  “ Niag.ir.i.”  purclused.  The  former 
now  suac'd  in  .1 '■.on  e^n  the  i•rcmis^.•s  of  IG.  R ( "'  ■ 
on  Ti  nsit  ^irci  l. 

.Shortly  after  the  village  was  incor[ior.ilcd  the  r;"c.t''M 
comp.inv  w.is  foimcd.  Jonatii.in  G.  Ge.stin  w.is  ' 
mm,  jo'oph.  S.  Pound  a'.'istant  forenvm  ,ir.d 
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Holim-s  flcrk.  'I’lic  mc-mlicr^i  included  John  Hagicy. 
SU'|)luii  Strung,  I'.ra^tus  Ransom,  Renjamin  lajng,  Rot^ert 
N.  Suvli',  riicodore  Stone,  Walllani  I'.  Lewis,  (ieorge  \V. 
W im  hosier,  Alexander  II.  Sp. tiding,  Norman  Leonard, 
Charles  II.  SpaKling,  Idiiali  I'alson,  Hwight  A.  Darwin, 
N.  \\’ill)tir  Gardner,  William  A.  Goodrit  h,  lerome  I’etre, 
Menjamin  Car[)enter,  I'dlis  !•’.  I’ierce,  lose|ih  T.  llella.h. 
K/ra  I*.  Wentworth,  Reiijamin  lilake.  Jonathan  Gilbert, 
Frederick  A.  S|>alding,  John  McCadd  and  Nelson  I ). 
El  wood. 

'I'he  first  hook  and  larlder  comitany  was  organized  in 
1833.  Henry  Ilackentoe  was  the  first  foreman.  .Among 
his  sttccessors  were  William  Car[)enter,  W.  Swan,  John 
Jenney  and  AValli  r Williams.  Their  first  (piarters  were 
in  the  rear  of  Rogers  N:  Hrown’s  dry  gtjoils  store,  near 
the  site  of  .Me.Mahon’s  me.il  market,  d'hey  afterward 
removed  to  a building  on  the  lot  on  which  is  now  located 
the  Protection  Hook  and  Ladder  truck  house,  on  Locust 
street.  Among  the  members  were  \\’illiam  Bachman, 
S.  R.  Daniels,  M.  \V.  Evans,  Colonel  D.  Donnelly,  Fran- 
cis Johnson  and  Fdnathan  \V.  Lewis. 

In  the  year  1836  a com[)any  was  formed  in  the  lower 
town,  under  the  title  of  Tuscarora  F'mgine  Comiiany  No. 
2.  William  Dixon  was  foreman  and  Arnold  C.  brown 
assistant  foreman. 

Some  years  later  a company  known  as  the  C)sceola 
Fmgine  Company  No.  i was  formed.  It  served  under 
this  name  until  May  26th,  [873,  when  it  was  reorganized 
and  took  the  name  of  Spalding  Hose  Company  No.  1. 

About  the  same  time  that  the  "( )sceola”  was  organized 
anothew  com[)any  was  formed,  known  as  the  Rescue  En- 
gine Company  No.  3.  d’he  first  foreman  was  Colonel  FL  D. 
Sluder,  who  served  up  to  the  time  of  the  old  Faigle  fire 
in  1854.  The  company  remained  in  the  department 
until  January  27th,  1S68,  when  it  was  disbanded  and 
Washington  Hose  Company  No.  2 was  organized  from  it. 
■After  the  F^agle  fire  alluded  to  a new  engine  was  j)ur- 
chased.  Dr.  L.  W'.  Bristol  became  foreman. 

I)E  WriT  CLINTON  ENGINE  CO.MILVNV. 

In  1853  Tuscartsra  F’ngine  Coni])any  No.  2 was  reor- 
ganized and  became  what  is  now  the  DeW  ilt  Clintim  En- 
gine Company.  An  engine  was  purchased  at  the  World's 
Fair  in  New  York  city.  'The  lamenteal  Governor  Hunt 
donateil  the  company  ground  upim  which  t(z  erect  an 
engine  house,  and  he  was  therefore  teiulererl  the  honor  of 
giving  the  comp.iny  a name,  the  foremen  visiting  his  res- 
idence and  taking  their  a|)p,ir.itus  with  them  for  th.it 
|)urpose.  The  first  forem.in  w.is  l!enjamin  H.  h'leti  her. 
I'hecompain'  uses  the  s.ime  engine  still,  and  is  among  the 
foremost  in  the  department.  The  engine  house  is  located 
(m  Market  street  in  East  lau  kport. 

I’RO  I'KC  I ION  HOOK  .\M)  I ADIII  K COMI'.VNN  NO.  I. 

The  organization  of  I’roteetior.  Hook  and  L.uhki 
Comp.iny  w. IS con^u mm. ited  |uiie  i^ih,  1803  It  w.is  regii- 
lari)  formed  with  thirl) -live  i h. liter  members,  among 
whom  were  such  men  .is  Hon.  George  W.  Bowen,  Capt.iin 
B.  11  FI  eteher,  Hon.  (leoige  ( (oveiie,  lliin.  |ohii  11. 


Buck,  George  R.  Keep  and  other  prominent  > iti/ens. 
'Pile  fir-.t  (juarters  were  upon  the  site  of  the  comp.iin's 
present  house  on  Loi  ust  street,  near  the  central  portion 
ot  the  < it)'.  The  first  officers  were  elei  ted  June  15th, 
1863,  and  were;  Foreman,  George  R.  Kee|>;  as>istant 
forem.in,  William  Is.  leiinev;  sei  retary,  George  \\'.  Hall; 
treasurer,  .S.  Curt  Lewis. 

'Phe  average  membership  since  the  date  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  compaii)  has  been  forty.  'Pile  ai  tive  mem- 
bers now  on  the  companv’s  roll  are  thirty-four.  It  m.iv  be 
truthfully  said  of  the  organization  that  of  its  kind  no 
finer  exists  in  western  .New  \'ork.  The  present  officers 
are:  Forem.in,  John  11.  Leach;  secretary,  R.  Hudson 
Bond;  tiTM-iUrer,  John  B.  .Arnold;  steward,  .Albert  M. 
Mather. 

MVDKANI  HOSE  COMI’ANV  NO.  I. 

'Phis  company  made  itself  in  due  form  a factor  in  the 
city  fire  deiiartmeiit  November  24th,  1865.  It  had  then 
only  twelve  members.  At  a regular  meeting  held  a week 
later  it  was  reinforced  bv  the  enrollment  of  eight  mem- 
bers. 'Phe  city  council  then  recognized  and  accepted  the 
company,  principally  u])on  the  reeommemlation  of  11.  F. 
Cady,  then  chief  engineer.  Phe  first  officers  of  the 
company  were  elected  November  24th,  1805,  as  follows; 
Foreman,  H.  K.  Wicker;  first  assistant  forem.in,  S.  C 
(’ondon;  second,  S.  B.  .Armstrong;  secretarv,  W.  F.  \\  lek- 
er,  jr.;  treasurer,  .A.  J.  Duquette.  Phe  (lomp.inv's 
headquarters  for  a short  time  were  in  a building  on  the 
tri, ingle  at  the  junction  of  Ontario  anti  Canal  streets.  In 
due  time  suit.ible  buildings  were  furnisheil  bv  the  citv  on 

t. 'ottage  street,  and  the  company  has  since  occiijued  them. 
Phe  average  membership  of  the  company  has  been 
twenty-four.  It  now  has  twenty-eight  members.  'Phe 
present  foreman  is  It.  C.  .-\)Iing.  His  associates  in  office 
are;  First  assistant  foreman,  Willard  F.  Wright;  second 
.assistant  foreman,  Charles  F.  Wellish;  jiresident.  'P.  ]. 
.Mc.Master;  secretary,  J.  'P.  Harrison;  treasurer.  [.  P. 
Devereaux;  steward,  Isaac  Itllis. 

AC'l'lVE  HOSE. 

1 he  .Actives  are  the  youngest  fire  companv  in  I.ockport. 
'Phe)’  were  orgiini/ed  Februarv  5th,  1878.  with  a ch.irter 
membership  ot  tourteen.  'Phe  first  officers  w ere;  hore- 
mai.,  James  Dov  le;  assGt.int  forem.in,  |ohn  Carnev  ; si-<  ■ 
ret.iry,  D.  W.  .Mi  R.ie;  treasurer,  ( ).  'P.  .M.irkev;  stew.ird. 
\\  illi.iui  Pelham.  'Phe  companv  purchast-d  its  own.qi- 

р. ir.itus,  whiih  consisted  of  an  eleg.int  ton r-vv  heeled  li<i-e 

с. irriagi-,  luiilt  bv  .8.  .M.  Stew.ird  of  Rochester,  .iiui  wiili 
quarters  on  the  corner  of  Lhii  street  and  K.i'.i  .iveiiue.  in 
the  oltice  formerly  occupied  bv  the  I'lmberiii.in  P.  .\I. 
R.innev,  was  at  once  in  full  trim  and  considered  .1  v.ilu- 
able  atiditioii  to  the  city  de|)artmeiit. 

VV  VSIIING  I IIN  ll.)--!-  lOVir.VNV  No,  J. 

\\  .I'-hinglon  I lose  Comp.inv  .No.  2 u.i>  oi^.ini/ed  Pin- 

u. irv  27th.  i8t)8,  immediately  .ifter  the  disliandiiie  of 
Rescue  Engine  Comp.inv  No.  3 Phe  cli.irter  memlH-rs 
were;  Miihael  Dempsev,  toreni.iii;  K leh.inl  ( '.1  >1!  ■.ill  \ , f'd- 
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w.inl  I''.  Clillord,  ■riioiiu-.  (V  Oanid  I.uiuly,  W . 

W.  OovIl'  and  knl»vrt  ( Ht  lir.uK-.  all  nt  wluan  had  h'Lcn 
mrmlKT-i  nt  >aid  Kcm  uc  lai^inc  Ci>iiii>any  u[i  to  June 
i-'t,  rin-\  iiMil  ilu' saiiitj  I arrnn^c  that  the  dishand- 

ed  lie  had  on  that  date.  I hey  |)un  based  a new 

lour-w  heeled  ai)|iaralus.  l or  about  nine  years  the\  oc" 
(■ii|iied  a hosedioiise  on  ('hiirth  street.  In  June,  1S77, 
they  HKjved  into  new  .ind  el<.,;.;ant  (iiiarters  on  Niagara 
street,  w here  they  remain.  'I'he  a\  erage  menibershii)  has 
been  thirty. 

si'AI  IH\0  Most.  CO.Ml’ANV. 

This  ( oni|i.inv  had  its  origin  in  the  Osceola  Engine 
( oin|Mn\  No.  I,  in  the  month  ot  .May,  iS7.).  I he  lirst 
oti'n  ers  \\>-re:  I.  thirdner,  president;  F.  J.  Le  Valley, 
forein.in;  .\.  *1  honijison,  iirst  assistant  foreman;  K.(.)])ert 
( ir.ih. un.  si,*(  I md  .issist.int  foreman;  iliiam  FI.  (.onklin, 
><■<  iet.ir\  ; (ose]ph  I.ambert,  treasurer;  James  Co\ill, 
ster»ard;  1- . 1’.  I.ambert,  assistant  steward.  The  com- 
jianv  st.irted  with  nineteen  members,  and  the  average 
meiubershi|i  since  has  been  twenty-four.  The  ipiarters 
h.ue  been  on  Pine  street,  and  are  ample,  commodious 
.md  well  fmnisher].  The  following  named  persons  served 
.is  foremen  from  May  26,  187  5,  to  1879;  F.  J.  I.e  Valley, 
W.  IF  Conklin,  Joseph  I.ambert,  and  Ma.\  Starck. 

IfODGK  HOSE  COMl’.VNV  VEN  I I.ES  . 

Hoilge  Hose  Company  was  organized  in  1 875,  ami  con- 
sisted of  eight  active  memliers.  d'heir  first  carriage  was 
.1  two-wheeled  one  that  cost  them  fifteen  dollars.  In 
1S7O  N]r.  John  Hodge,  after  whom  the  company  was 
n.imed.  presented  them  with  a spider-built  hose-cart  that 
cost  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  At  this  time  there 
were  twenty-f'i\e  .ictive  members.  Irving  H.  ^\’ilson  was 
lonm.m  ami  Albert  R.  Helmer  assistant.  In  1877  the 
loinp.iny  h.id  forty  active  members  and  upwards  of  two 
hundred  honorary  members.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the 
< oinp.inv  » oininem  ed  holding  regular  meetings,  occtpiy- 
ing  lo.pin  Hodge  Oper.i  House  block.  Flere  it  trans- 
.Kldl  Its  business  and  drilletl  for  parades.  At  this 
tune  ! rank  .'<haw  was  foreman  and  Clelland  .V.  Ward 
.issiu.iiu.  I'he  officers  for  1S78  were  the  same  as  the 
previous  war,  with  the  exieption  of  Curtis  B.  Campbell, 
president,  and  Henj.iniin  \\".  Jellings,  assistant  foreman. 
.Mr.  1!  odge.  the  toiuuler  ot  the  coinp.inv  , took  a deep  in- 
terest in  its  Welfare,  making  generous  contributions  to  the 
tri.tsiirv  from  lime  to  time,  .iiul  entertaining  the  members 
o<  I isiun.dlv . I'heioinpany  w ;is  organi/ed  with  a view 
to  one  d.iy  bci  oming  .111  iiupoi  tani  f.u  ti >r  of  the  tire-de- 
i otnient. 

nil-  vv  V M R sri  lu  v. 

i he  org.ini.cition  ,)f  gotnl,  .u  tive  tire  companies  was 
'•■.‘v  ,1  S' I movi.auenf  to  getting  the  m.cess.irv  sirp- 

1 ' "t  w.iiei  m I .Me  of  lire.  1 iu'  e.'.ria  st  me  uis  was  1 
' bv  o-tiiv  p.iiup,  wlm  h Ml,  1, _vm.il!  .\.  Sp.ildii.g  pur- 
liM-'.ai  to  Use  m I'.Mi.'  of  .1  lire  m or  .dioiit  his  ilouring- 
imll  '111  Pine  'ireet.  This  he  put  in  on  the  south  side  of 
the  nr :l.  ; nd  1 1 v,  e-  o]  .er.i led,  by  ,1  V\  .ife  r- w heel  in  tin.  mill. 


Hut  this  could  only  be  of  serv  ice  in  the  mill  and  immedi- 
ate vicinity.  Shortly  a'  tcrw  ,ird  the  city  elite rttiined  .1  propo- 
sition nitide  bv  ;i  company  to  construct  a reservoT  at  1 
point  where  the  .\nierican  1 Intel  now  stands.  The  reserv  oir 
was  liuilt  anil  the  supply  of  water  obtained  from  the'  an  d 
by  means  of  the  S[ialding  jninip,  alre.idy  referred  to— the 
water  being  ronveyevl  through  hose.  The  reservoir  ]'l.m 
was  confessetllv’  impeifect.  The  gravitation  pressure  did 
not  meet  the  varying  w.ints  so  far  as  quantity  wasion- 
cerned,  and  was  only  of  value  in  su|qilying  fire  engines. 
It  was,  withal,  expensive.  The  frequency  of  fires  whi<  h 
lire  engines  were  lamentably  incompetent  to  chei  k or 
control  led  Birdsall  Holly  of  Holly  water  works  f.iinr. 
to  turn  his  thoughts  in  the  direction  of  [iroviding  .i 
better  method  of  jirotection.  Finis  the  Holly  sysiem. 
referred  to  on  a preceding  page,  came  into  use.  In  the 
contract  for  the  works  it  was  stipulatevl  by  the  Hollv 
company  that  from  a hydrant  set  at  a jioinl  liftv  feel 
above  the  punqi  a stream  of  waiter  should  be  thrown 
through  too  feet  of  hose  too  feet  high.  L'[)on  the  iri.d 
the  stream  was  not  onlv  thrown  over  the  test  [lole,  but 
fully  seventy-live  feet  higher.  'I'he  works  were  promptly 
acce|ited  by  the  city,  and  are  in  use  at  the  present  time. 
Among  those  who  have  served  the  city  in  the  capav  ity  ol 
chief  engineer  of  the  lire  vle[>artment,  have  been  the  fol- 
lowing named  jiersons  : (leorge  iV.  Rogers,  Benjamin 
Carpenter.  B.  S.  Pease,  Isaac  Dola,  John  Jenney,  Dudley 
Donnelly,  J.  T.  Bellah,  L.  .Mistin  .S|ialding,  Di.  F.  \\’. 
Bristol,  B.  FI.  Fletcher,  John  Fi.  Mack,  M.  Dempsey,  H. 
F'.  Cady,  William  .Spalding,  Robert  Madden  and  John 
Hodge,  serving  in  the  order  given. 

SOCIETIES. 


M.VSONIC. 

Lockpo!  t Xo.  73,  F.  ii/iti  A.  M . is  one  of  the 

oldest  masonic  lodges  in  western  New  York,  h.iving  been 
organized,  under  a disiiensation  from  tlieCr.ind  I.od„eof 
the  State,  at  the  Niagara  Hotel,  in  the  early  pan  of  iSe.g 
with  twenty-one  members,  among  vvh.om  were  ll.irvey  U 
Campbell,  Hiram  Cardner,  I )rsamus  Turner.  Joel  OoiiM. 
iVilliam  Buell  and.  Eh  Bruce.  The  lirst  leading  offnc' 
were  Daniel  Washburn,  W.  M.;  .\lfrevl  Barren,  \\  ; 
Isaac  Southworth,  J.  W,;  Stephi  u M.  Poller,  ■-e,  ret. irv. 
It  was  ch.irlered  by  the  C.raiul  Podge  on  the  51I1  of  June. 
iSzq,  ami  numbered  401.  During  the  " ami -ni..'fn  • 
war,  ” which  tollowed  the’  abduction  01  .NIorg.in  111  iF  c H 
of  1826,  when  hundreds  of  m.isonic  lod.i.''  bec.ime  mx- 
tinct,  this  org.ini/.ition  maintained  an  exisiei.ie  .’ud 
.innuallv  elected  its  olfu  ers,  ( )n  ,Se|itember  41I1.  M's  :'!, 
the  then  existing  lodges  in  this  .St.ite  were  lenumbeixd 
according  to  their  ayes,  by  the  Crand  Podge,  whent;.’' 
one  bee. '.me  No.  73.  t)ver  six  hundred  I'er-oiM 
been  m.ule  m.isons  in  this  li.'lge  since  its  dig.im  '.o 
'File  presetit  membership  is  170.  Its  re_iil.i r c oi.iuc  ” • 
tions  arv-  held  on  the  seeondl  .iml  lourth  1 in.  sd.iv  s . ,|  e • ; 
month,  .It  .M  isonii  H.ill.  \nnu.il  ele>  tioiis  o.  • ; i 
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Oeceniber.  'I'lie  |)rescnt  officers  are;  Frank  W.  Holly,  W. 
M.;  William  Cocker,  S.  W.;  David  Bruce,  J.  W.;  Andrew 
R.  Ferguson,  treasurer;  Warner  H.  Mi  Coy,  secretary; 
Rev.  Sumner  C.  Smith,  cha|ilain. 

Anu’s  Chiif'tcr,  88,  R.  ./.  was  organized  under 
and  by  virtue  of  a ( barter  issued  by  F,/.ra  Ames,  Grand 
High  I’riest  of  the  Grand  Royal  ,\r(  h (.'hapter  of  this 
State,  dated  February  6th,  1S24.  'I'he  petitioners  tor 
his  charter  number  twenty-three.  The  first  leading  offi- 
cers were:  Har\e\'  A\'.  Cam])bell,  high  jiriest;  Almond  H. 
Millard,  king:  Seymour  Sco\ill,  scribe:  its  regul.ir  con- 
\ocaiions  are  held  on  the  first  and  third  I'hursd.iys  ut 
each  month  at  .Masonic  Hall.  The  present  number  of 
members  is  150.  The  jiresent  ofticers  are:  C.  1’.  T.  l a 
Roche,  M.  Fi.  H.  I’.;  George  Torrance,  Fi.  K.:  I’eter 
I).  Walter,  Fh  S.;  Warner  H.  McCoy,  treasurer;  Van  N. 
Douglas,  secretary;  Jason  Collier,  chajilain. 

BntiC  CoiincU,  Xc.  15,  Royal  lUid  Srlat  ^[astcrs. — This 
council  was  organized  in  December,  1859,  and  chartered 
on  the  5th  of  June,  i860.  .The  charter  members  were 
nine  in  number.  The  first  officers  were  Charles  FI.  Platt, 
Th.  111.  M.;  Charles  Craig,  Rt.  111.  D.  .M.;  Daniel  O. 
Knapp,  recorder.  Regular  assemblies  are  held  at  Masonic 
Hall  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  each  month.  The 
present  number  of  members  is  forty.  Annual  elections 
occur  in  December.  The  present  officers  are  as  fol- 
lows: Charles  Craig,  Th.  111.  M.;  Jason  Collier,  Rt.  111. 
Dep.  M.;  Perry  Stowell,  111.  P.  C.  of  W.;  Peter  D. 
Walter,  treasurer;  Van  N.  Douglas,  recorder;  G.  .A..  Tor- 
rance, captain  of  guard;  Fh  P.  Holly,  corn!,  of  council; 
David  E.  Snyder,  steward;  H.  H.  Servoss,  marshal;  L>. 
King,  chaplain. 

Genesee  Commandery,  Xo.  10,  Kni^/ifs  'Templar. — This 
encampment  was  organized  under  a “ letter  of  dispensa- 
tion," granted  November  21st, 1S25,  by  DeWitt  Clinton — 
then  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  Knights  Templar  of  this  State — to  Henry  Brown 
and  eight  others,  authorizing  and  empowering  them  to 
“form,  open  and  hold  an  encamiiment  of  Knights  Temp- 
lar in  the  Village  of  LeRoy,”  Genesee  county,  to  “be 
known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Genesee  En- 
campment”. Henry  Brown  was  appointed  the  fir>t  grand 
commander.  Orange  Ridson  the  first  generalissimo,  and 
F'rederick  Fitch  the  first  captain-general.  On  the  i6th 
of  December,  1825,  it  was  chartered  by  the  Grand  Fln- 
campment  of  the  State,  under  the  name  of  Genesee 
F'ncampment,  No.  10;  and  on  January  28th,  1826.  it  was 
duly  consecrated.  It  was  one  of  the  first  emampments 
organized  in  western  New  \'ork.  Sometime  during  the 
years  when  anti-masonry  was  at  its  height  it  was  moved 
to  Batavia,  where  it  remained  until  1839,  wiien,  by 
authority  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  it  was  removed  to 
Eoekport.  The  grand  commanders  h,i\e  been  Henrv 
Brown,  lebene/er  M i Peter  P.  .Murphy — who  was  elected 
in  1841  and  ser\ed  until  1863.  w.e,  then  followed  bv  F 
D.  Shuler  for  two  years,  ami  was  .’.gain  elected  ;md  s^-rwd 
two  years  longer — Charles  Craig,  elei  ted  in  1867;  C.  P. 
T.  La  Roche,  elected  in  1873;  and  George  .\.  Torrance, 
elei  led  in  1877.  This  commanden  lalebi ,1 L d it>  semi- 


centennial nnniversarv  January  28th,  1S76,  with  appro- 
priate e.xercises,  festival  and  so  forth.  It  now  has  a mem- 
bership of  about  ( fo,  with  fifty  fully  unifonned  and 
eipilp[ied.  The  present  officers  arc:  George  .A.  Torrance, 
E.  C.;  Perry  .Stowell,  Gen.;  Van  N.  Douglas,  Capt.-Gen., 
Jason  Collier,  prel.ite;  Fhlgar  P.  Holly,  S.  W.;  W.  J.  Me- 
F'droy,  J.  W.;  P.  I ),  W.ilter.  trea'-urer;  Andrew  J.  Morse, 
recorder.  Regular  ( om  hues  are  held  on  the  lirst  .ind 
third  Frida\s  in  each  month,  at  M.isonic  Hall. 

Xiai^ara  Lodpe,  .\'<e  375,  F.  and  A.  ,1/.  was  organized 
January  27th,  1855.  and  chartered  by  the  Grand  l.odee 
of  this  Suite  Jul\  71I1,  1855.  The  original  members  were 
.Myron  1..  BuiTell,  L.  D.  Shuler,  Ira  .S.  Howe,  J.  11.  ( 'iM.-e. 
Ch.irle^  J.  Fox,  (1.  W.  Gould,  N.  .S.  Ringueburg,  J.  King- 
ueburg  and  W.  W.  Douglas.  'The  first  leading  offii  ers 
were  Myron  L.  Burrell,  W’.M.  ; FL  I).  Shuler,  S.W.  ; Ira 
S.  Howe,  J.'A'.;  U . W.  Douglas,  secretary.  Its  regular 
communications  are  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of 
each  imanth  at  Masonic  Hall,  corner  of  Main  and  Cottage 
streets.  It  has  a present  membership  of  185.  Annual  elec- 
tions occur  on  the  communication  next  jireceding  the  festi- 
val of  St.John  the  Flvangelist.  The  present  officers  are  Ed- 
ward Beck,  W. M.;  R.  W.  Case,  S.  W. ; John  Flosbiirv, 
J.W.;  C.  P.  'P.  La  Roche,  secretary;  Rev.  F'oster  F.lv, 
ch  a[)lain. 

Red  jaehet  Lody^e,  A'u.  646,  F.  ami  A.  M.  was  charter- 
ed and  organized  with  twenty-six  original  members  on 
F'ebruar)  27th,  1867.  The  first  ofticers  were;  J.ison  Col- 
lier, W.M.;  S.  .M.  Robbins,  S.  W.;  James  D.  Ames.  I.W.; 

S.  T.  Clark,  S.D.;  FL  B.  \Vea\er,  J.D.;  J.  R.  Compton, 
secretary;  B.  H.  Fletcher,  treasurer;  Rev.  L.  S.  Stevens, 
chaiilain;  B.  Bunnell,  tiler. 

Its  regular  communications  are  held  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  each  month  at  Masonic  Hall. 
Ringueburg  Block.  Annual  elections  occur  upon  the  last 
meeting  in  December.  The  present  officers  are;  Charles 
Rakes,  W'.M.  ; Hiram  D.  McNeil,  S.W.  ; Theodore  I >. 
Babcock,  J.  W.  ; James  R.  Compton,  treasurer;  Henrv 
Goodman,  jr.,  secretary  ; Eugene  AI.  Ashley,  S.D.  ; Wa- 
terman S.  Pound,  J.  D.;  Rev.  F'oster  Fily,  chaplain.  The 
present  number  of  members  is  94. 

L(>il'  Cl.F  l.oili^e  of  J'er/eellon,  A.  A.  Rile. — 'The  organ- 
ization of  this  lodge  was  effected  on  the  25th  of  Dei  em- 
ber, 1875.  Its  ch.irter  was  granted  August  i6th.  1.S70. 
The  lu.mlier  of  charter  members  was  eighteen.  Its  fir.>,t 
officers  were:  John  Hodge,  T.  P.  G.  M.;  Oti^  Cole.  D. 
G.  .M.;  Charles  Craig,  V.  S.  G.  \\  .;  A.  H.  Robin-Min,  \ . 
I.  G,  \V.;  Rev.  F'oster  F'.ly,  gr.  orator;  C.  P.  T.  La  Koche, 
gr.  treasurer;  John  H.  Leach,  gr.  secretarv  ; George  A. 
Torr.mce,  G.  M.  of  C.  .Meetings  are  lield  .u  .M.isonic 
Hall  on  the  second  .ind  fourth  Thiir-'dax  s of  each  nionih. 
Llections  occur  on  3rd,  .\dar,  .\.  .M.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  fiftv-six.  'The  present  officers  are;  John  Hodge, 

T.  P.  G.  M,;  Charles  ('raig.  D.  G.  M.;  D,  T.  .8tevens.  \’. 
.■s.  ( J . W . ; ( . P.  i . L.i  R- H he,  \ . 1 . 1 1 . W . ; K c . 1 -'1',  r 
Ely,  gr.  or.iior;  <b  G.  Wright,  gr.  ire.tstirer;  I ■h'l  il. 
Leach,  gr.  set  retar\-;  George  T.  .^miiii.  G K.  of 

i George  .\.  Toirance.  Gr  M.  of  C.;  William  J.  Robii.  Cir. 
C.  of  ( itiard. 
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CaUuiut  l.(h/^(\  A'(>.  54,  /.  O.  O.  F. — 'I’his  lodge  was  , 
instituted  1>\’  \N’.  I..  (I.  Smith,  i’.ist  Oiand  Master,  under 
a disjiens.itiun  granted  1)\'  llie  Cir.ind  Lodge  of  this  State 
SeDteinlier  0th,  iS;.g  The  ( iiarter  memiiers  were  N.  | 
Titus  \\  .ikeiuau,  S.  I.  Sweetlanil.  S.  I’etlilione,  John  A. 
l!a>^ett  and  IL  O.  Wole  ott  riu-  t'ir>t  officers  were:  John 
A.  Bassett,  N.  O.;  Stoughton  I’ettihone,  (L;  E.  G. 
U'olcott,  secretary;  S.  J.  Sweetland,  treasurer;  P.  L.  Ely, 
conductor;  L.  W.  Pri-^tol,  warden;  E.  'I'homas,  guardian. 

P.  L.  Ely  of  this  lodge  was  appointed  the  first  district  | 
dejiuty  grand  m.tster  for  the  district  of  Niagara.  Lodge  ^ 
meetings  are  lield  Wednesday  evenings  at  Odd  Fellows’ 
Hall,  over  too  Main  street.  The  present  officers  are:  T. 

M.  Weaser,  N.  G.;  G.  )V.  Sutton,  V.  G.;  J.  H.  Mtirphy, 
recording  secretary;  J.  P.  P>isho[),  permanent  secretary; 

Dr.  L.  W.  llri>tol,  treasurer. 

CoiiiliiLilion  Zc./gc,  F'o.  184,  was  organized  August  19th, 
1S59,  by  District  Deimty  Grand  Master  E.  C.  )Vulliams, 
witli  eleven  charter  members.  The  first  officers  were; 
Grumel  J.  Lloyd,  N.G.;  Thomas  R.  Bailey,  jr.,  V.G.;  Hi- 
ram Benedict,  recording  secretary;  S.  D.  Hoojier,  per- 
manent secretary;  Demeritus  .M.  'I'rowbridge,  treasurer. 
Regular  meetings  are  held  at  the  lodge’s  hall,  at  tlie  cor- 
ner of  East  Market  and  Exchange  streets,  every  Tuesday 
evening.  Semi-annual  elections  occur  at  the  last  meeting 
in  June  and  December,  and  installation  of  officers  on  the 
first  meeting  in  July  and  January.  The  present  officers  j 

are  Robert  W.  Duncan,  N.G.;  Theron  Baldwin,  ^^G.;  ; 

William  J.  Graham,  recording  secretary;  William  Cham- 
bers, sen.,  permanent  secretary;  Lewis  H.  Hill,  treasurer.  j 

The  board  of  trustees  consists  of  George  I..  Smith,  Ed-  1 

win  Sexton  and  William  Cocker.  The  present  number  1 

of  members  is  84. 

Niagara  Union  Encam|)ment  was  instituted  March  i 2th, 
1852.  It  now  has  fifty-three  members.  j 

I'F.MPF.R.VNCK.  | 

Temperance  organizations  are  fairly  represented  In  ! 

this  city,  there  being  two  Good  d'emplars’  lodges,  1 

one  division  of  Sons  of  'rem[>erance,  one  lodge 
of  Ro\.d  Templars  of  I’emplars  and  a \Vomen’s  Chris-  1 

tian  'I'emperance  Union.  j 

[.ock  City  L/hlyc,  75,  TciiipUirs  was  organized 

in  1866.  Regular  meetings  are  held  everv  Mondav  even- 
ing at  Good  'I'emplars’  Hall,  ( orner  of  M, tin  and  Pine  ! 

streets.  'The  present  leading  officers  are:  L.  Dietrick,  | 

W.C.T.;  W.  C.  Phillips,  sei  ret.iry;  Willi.im  )Vhittaker, 
treasurer. 

J'or/rr  J,('ik^i\  F'o.  66,  Good  I'empl.irs  was  organized 
in  1866.  It  meets  every  Frid.ay  ev  ening  on  .Market  street, 
F.ast  I.orkport. 

/.i\  kf>,'rt  City  Loi/y<\  12,  /wmo/  TnnpliU^i  of  Tanp- 
Lin  vv.is  oreanizedi  ( )i  tober  22cl,  1877.  Regular  meeting's 
.ire  held  every  'I'hursd.iy  evening  at  Good  I'emplars’  ILill. 
’The  present  offu  ers  are:  l.vin.in.V.  Dietrick,  S.C. ; 1 >r. 

J.  W.  Grosvenor,  \ .C.;  Seth  M.  Lovell,  P.C. ; Walter  F.  j 
Doty,  secrelary;  ( ).  E.  Moody,  treasurer:  [oseph  ILirst,  * 
chajilain.  ' 
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Sons  0/  Tenipcranci',  S'iiiptirit  D/risio//,  A'o.  109. — Thi' 
organization  was  instituted  January  26tli,  1846.  It  h.i-^  a 
present  niembershii)  of  156.  I'lie  present  offic  er^  .!.■■. 
George  P.  Rignal,  W.P.;  .Mrs.  C'.irpeiuer,  W ..\.:  IL  rvev 
Weaver,  recording  "eereiarv  ; James  F.  Dunning,  liu.tm  i..i 
scribe;  < ).  K.  Moody,  tre.isurer. 

L'MIKI)  VVoKKVfF.y. 

Cotiinil’iii  I.ci/pt',  \(>.  20,  was  instituted  in  Lockjiort  on 
.\pril  5th,  1876,  with  thirteen  charter  members,  and  it-, 
organization  fully  completed  by  the  election  and  iimt.ill.i- 
tion  of  it>  first  offii  ers,  as  follows;  John  Hcjdge,  P..M.W.; 
William  E.  Jenney,  M.W. ; George  R.  .McChesney,  re- 
corder; S.  D.  Hooper,  receiver;  L.  J.  MeParlin,  treasurer; 
J.  Franklin  Gill,  ov  erseer;  W.  ^V.  Stevens,  general  foreman. 
Regular  meetings  of  the  order  are  held  on  Thurxl.u 
evenings,  at  Columbia  Hall,  in  the  .Murray  block  on  .Main 
street.  Regular  elections  are  held  at  tlie  last  meeting  in 
December  of  each  year.  The  present  number  of  members 
is  143.  The  presefit  leading  officers  are;  \Vi!liam  E. 
Jenney,  M.  W.;  H.  Craig,  G.  F.;  J.  B.  Boyce,  recortler; 
Edward  Beck,  P.  M.  W'.;  Drs.  M.  S.  Kittinger  and 
J.  \y.  Grosvenor  are  the  medical  examiners. 

This  lodge,  since  its  organization,  has  lost  two  of  its 
members  by  death  : Pirnest  .M.  Rogers  in  .-\ugust,  1876, 
and  James  I).  Calon,  October,  1877,  the  families  of  the 
deceased  promptly  receiving  from  the  order  §12,000  each 

Look  City  LoJyc,  f\'o.  63,  .4.0.  U.  IV.  was  organi/eii  v.  ith 
twenty-seven  members  on  I'ebruary  7th,  1877.  The  first 
officers  vvere:  Charles  Whitmore,  P. M.W.;  Edwin  Saxton, 

M. W.;  George  L.  Smith,  G.F.  ; William  MeP'droy,  over- 
seer; James  \'/.  Little,  financier;  W.  PI.  .-Vndrews,  receiv- 
er; .-\bram  Walker,  recorder.  Its  regular  meetings  arc- 
held  every  alternate  )Vednesday  evening  at  Columbia 
ILdI,  over  69  Main  street,  .\nnual  elections  occur  at  tlie 
first  meeting  in  January.  The  present  membership  is 
about  fifty.  The  present  officers  are:  George  L.  Smith, 
P.M.)V.;  II.  II.  ^Valker,  M W.;  Jcasejih  W,  Little.gener.il 
foreman;  Charles  Whitmore,  recorder;  James  Duncan, 
overseer;  .\bram  AValker,  financier;  W.  H.  . Vndrews,  re- 
ceiver. No  deaths  have  yet  occurred  among  its  member-. 

John  I/oihyc  /.oi/pr,  S'o.  69,  was  organized  Eebruarv 
23d,  1877,  vvitli  fifty-six  members.  The  first  officers 

were  : Horace  H.  Servoss,  P.  M.  VV.;  \’an  N.  Dougla-,  M 
W ; .\ni.lrevv  'I'enbrook,  general  foreman;  Charles  Wai:-. 
ov  erseer;  .Vndrew  J.  Morse,  recorder;  Pdlward  I.  H .I'se- 
man,  finam  ier;  Demont  Hixson,  treasurer;  'I'hercn 
If.ildwin,  guiile.  It  now  has  a membershi[»  of  1 1: 

has  sustained  one  loss  since  its  organization,  th.i:  iC 
Wright  L.  P.Uterson,  December  3 ist,  1877.  Statcdiucci- 
ings  are  held  on  Tuesday  evenings,  at  its  hall  ;n  li.c 
Hodge  Oper.i  House.  Regular  elections  occur  tin 
last  meeting  in  December.  The  present  o'fii  er-  are  ; V 

N.  Douglas,  P.  M.  W.;  .\ndrew  Tenbrook,  .M.  W . ; H.  t 
Hill,  G.  F.;  Than  U’ill.ird.  over-eer;  .\.  I.  .Mor-  -.  • 
(■order;  P'..  J.  Wakcuian.  F. ; C.  P.  T.  I ..i  Rm  I'.c.  i - ■ 

I.oc  K.|-(  >K  r S.'.FNCI  Kill  Nl>  -(  H 11  I V . 

This  society  was  organized  on  the  3d  ofMiv.  i''-.. 
with  nine  .utr.c  mcinber-.  Its  oldict  i-  tn  ( .':c. 
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musical  talent,  hmli  \oial  and  in''triimciUal.  ami  its  rise 
and  iiruLtre-'-'  are  I irci-lv  due  to  tiie  i;x<:rtions  ot  (leorge 
1-.  Smilli.  rile  iiii  iul 'ers  at  the  date  of  organization 
were  ; (ieor-e  h . Smith.  \01li,!in  !•'.  Knnrr,  G.  I..  W’inten, 
lleiiry  \\ei>er,  llenrt  I’ranassin.  |o>c|ih  Kurt/,  John 
/wirlem,  Mallliew  I rittoii,  lo-iu  lt  ( )--w.tid.  William 
II. im  1'.  Knorr  u.tsthosen  president;  G.  L.  Winten  nuisi- 
( .il  direc  tor;  Joseph  ()>wald  sec  retary,  and  George  F. 
Smith  treasurer.  'I'he  niectines  for  the  fir-^t  year  were 
held  at  the  house  of  Jose[)h  Kurt/.,  during  wide  h time  the 
members  increased  to  aiiout  twenty-five.  The  society 
then  rented  what  is  now  known  as  “Checkered  Hall,” 
which  it  occupied  for  three  suc  cessi\e  years  and  then  re- 
moved to  a room  in  rVebber’s  Hall,  and  afterwards  to  a 
room  in  the  building  in  which  the  *l/cv/.'//;g  Tinies  is  ptib- 
lished,  which  was  occupied  till  1S72,  when  it  rented  the 
spacious  room  which  it  now  occupies  in  Lambert’s  block, 
on  Lcjcust  street.  When  the  society  was  first  organized 
the  fee  of  admission  to  membersldp  was  one  dollar.  The 
admission  fee  has  steadily  increased,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  $2. 50  for  active  members  ami  15:5  for  others,  the 
latter  being  admitted  to  all  the  entertainments  given  by 
the  society. 

The  members  meet  every  Friday  evening  for  rehearsal. 
The  election  of  officers  takes  ])lace  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
May,  annually.  'I'he  presidents  of  the  society  have  been 
j William  Knorr,  William  Dunka,  Frederic  Walter,  Henry 
j Levi,  and  George  F.  .Smith,  the  latter  having  been  elected 
' the  ninth  time  to  the  office.  In  1876  the  society  pro\  ided 
itself  with  a magnificent  silk  banner,  ornamented  with 
ex<]uisite  taste,  at  a cost  of  nearly  three  hundred  dollars. 
The  various  musical  instruments  and  fi.xtures  are  valued 
at  about  $2,oco.  The  society  at  the  present  time  num- 
bers 96  members,  24  of  whom  are  active. 

LOTOS  CLun. 

This  association  w'as  formed  under  the  auspices  of  L. 
C.  Breyfogle,  and  organized  on  the  5th  of  .April,  1S7S. 
Its  object  is  to  [irovide  for  the  members  a place  where 
they  can  meet  and  e.xercise  their  musical  talents,  and  also 
engage  in  a game  of  billardi  and  kindred  amusements 
without  being  exposed  to  the  bad  influences  brought  to 
bear  on  young  men  in  general  who  frequent  saloons  for 
recreation  of  this  kind.  There  are  about  twenty  charter 
members  belonging  to  the  club,  occupying  as  their  place 
of  meeting  the  hall  in  the  third  story  of  the  Moyer  block. 
The  ofticers  are  as  follows;  L.  C.  Breyfogle,  president; 
F.  S.  Morev,  vice-iiresident;  L.  B.  Holton,  recording 
secretary  ; J.  F.  Parkinson,  finam  ial  secretary  ; and 
Jo>eph  .Arnold,  treasurer.  'I’he  board  of  trustees  con- 
sists of  G.  r.  .Ml  Comb,  William  Huston  and  George 
B.illew. 

O.  .\[.  I!.  .\. 1..  J.  .MCI'.XKIIN  UkANCII.  NO.  ,v 

This  brain  h id  the  Catliolic'  .M  itu.i!  Benefit  .\s^oi  1,1- 
tion  of  the  v'nited  .''tales  .nni  ('.m.nl.is  w.is  org.ini/i-d  on 
the  fourth  d.iy  of  .Vjiril.  1S77.  previous  to  whic  h time,  for 
a period  of  three  months,  .111  ins  it. ition  w . is  extended  to  all 
m.lle  C.ltholii  S between  th"  ,lge'  ot  eighteen  and  fifty-fo.  e. 


to  meet  in  the  basement  of  the  Chun  h of  .'st.  John  the 
Baptist,  on  Chestnut  street,  from  Jaiuiarv  i.st  to  the  d.iv 
above  n.iiiKcl.  I'lUir  or  lin-  men  met  weekly  at  the  iks- 
ign.iteil  pi, li  e,  until  Imallv,  cm  the  toiirlh  day  ol  .\pril. 
|-'S77,  the  nee  ess.irv  tliirteeii  m- iiibers  were  secured, 
ex.imined,  elec  ted  and  initi.ited.  • >.i  ih.it  evening  gr.nni 
president  l)aniel  B.iri i-i t.  gr.and  de[mtv  J ohn  < lilford.  .ind 
gr.inii  secret. iry  l<>se|ih  .M.u  Ixenn.i,  troiii  the  gr.ind  loiin- 
c il.  at  Ni.ig.ira  I'.ills,  .\.  were  present,  and  installed 
the  ofiii a rs  and  instituted  the  branch.  The  total  mein- 
j bership  in  the  .issoi  iation  at  this  time  numbered  .iboiit 

i fifty.  The  ch.irter  members  were  as  follows; 

j Louis  Bushman,  William  Brown,  Frank  S.  Bnaokshau, 
I 'Fhomas  Gallagher,  Thomas  J.  Murjihy,  Thomas  .\I.  .\b  - 

j I’arlin,  George  .A.  Wilber,  John  .MeParlin,  U'illiam  C. 

j Long,  Peter  H.  Me  Parlin,  John  T.  'Fully,  Lawrence  I. 

' MeParlin.  jr.,  and  ( tliver  J).  Long. 

I 'Fhe  society  held  its  regular  weekly  meetings,  but  did 

I not  increase  in  membership  until  the  first  week  in  Decem- 

i • ber,  when  three  new  names  were  acided.  F'rom  that  time 

! forward  the  society  ra|)idly  gained  in  numbers,  and  on  the 

first  of  January,  1S78,  there  were  one  hundred  and  fiftv- 

seven  members.  'I'he  jiresent  membership  of  the  branch 

is  one  hundred  and  ninety.  'Fhe  charter  members  are 

I known  throughout  the  order  as  th.e  “gallant  thirteen" 

I on  account  of  their  struggle  for  organization  as  a society. 

! On  the  first  day  of  March,  1S78,  on  account  of  the 

j rajiid  increase  in  membershi|),  the  branch  removed  to 

j room  32  in  the  Hodge  opera  block,  whiidi  was  furnished 

j in  such  good  taste  and  elegance  that  il  is  acknowletlged 

1 that  this  societv  has  a more  attractive  session  room  than 
i . ' . 

j any  other  m the  city.  .A  library  will  soon  be  added.  'Fhe 

I regular  meetings  take  place  every  'Fhursday  evening.  It 

is  tiie  intention  of  the  members  to  invest  the  surplus 
money  of  the  branch  to  create  a sinking  fund,  and  in  a 
few  years  the  interest  from  the  investments  will  pay  all 
beneficiary  dues,  so  that  members  will  have  to  pay  noth- 
ing but  general  dues.  The  affairs  of  the  society  are  very 
carefully  and  economically  manged.  On  the  first  day  of 
I .April,  1878,  the  liranch  was  named  in  honor  of  its 

I president  L.  J.  MeParlin  Branch,  Xo.  3.  'Fhe  first  officers 

1 of  Branch  Xo.  3 were  as  follows:  Rev.  .M.  J.  Darev. 
spiritual  director;  Lawrence  J.  MeParlin.  jr.,  president; 
Frank  J.  Brookshaw,  first  vice-president;  Thomas  J. 
j Murphy,  second  vice-president;  Louis  Bushman,  treasurer; 

; Peter  IL  .MeParlin,  recording  and  corresponding  'ccre- 
I tary;  George  .A.  ^\’ilber,  assistant  secretarv  ; Willi, imC. 

I Long,  fin.incial  secretary;  |ohn  'F.  'Fully,  m.ir'h.il; 

j Fhomas  .\I.  MeParlin,  guard.  'Fhe  first  trustees  were 

()\\en  Gain,  c hairman;  John  B.  .'Sullivan,  Loui'.  Bushm.in. 
William  C.  Long  and  Fhomas  J.  Murphy. 

'Fhe  oftii  ers  of  the  brain  !i  at  the  present  time  are  ns 
follows:  Rev.  .\1.  J.  l).in:y,  spiritual  direc  tor;  L.  I.  .Me  - 
P.irlin.  president;  Owen  Gain,  fir't  vic  e-president:  Peter 
Giobh  ir.  second  vice  prc'iclent;  Louis  Bushm.in,  tre.i'Ur- 
i r;  Peter  H.  .Me  I'.irlin,  rei  circling  and  corre'pondin_ 
! sec  retary;  George  .A.  W ilber,  assist. int  sec  ret.irv ; W G. 

I .ong.  tin  incial  secret.iry;  J.  P.  'Fully,  m.irshal;  I hom.i' 
( ’i.ill.igher,  gii.ird;  W ilb.im  P.row  n.  i li.iin  ellor;  ) >r  I : :ik 
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i.ocKi’oK'i'  cA'i'iioi.K’  s()<  li’/ri r,s— M.\( ;,\ UA  i i(;iit  (;uaki)S. 


( ..lii  I . nuiii'.il  (.A  luniu'i ; lrii''li‘cs,  I’.itnck  I’oucr^, 

I k ( liilin  l',(l\v.ird  ()  liricii, 

|..ini  < , ir 

1 iic  N • (“T  .11  Im  >ri  I I li I'l'i'  ( li )l  1.1  pn  fi >r  t ho'^c  I u't \\  ecu 
i!i.-  .>(  <i-lilecM  .iml  r.>rl\  li\e.  .iml  six  dollars  for 

ih-:x<-  li«i»\ccn  tlic  a:;es  ot-  torty-live  and  lilt)',  and  the 
d U '.  arc  sevcnty-li\c  < cntx  per  ipiarter;  on  the  occa- 
•.i.iii  <it  the  death  of  .i  ineinlier  of  the  association  in  this 
henetit  i.iry  jiiriMlii  tinii,  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  must  he 
p.iid  within  t w i-ni  \ -one  d.iNs  thereatter.  ' 

I..  I M<  l‘irlin,  jr.,  represented  the  branch  at  the  last  \ 
^;r.ind  l oum  il  meeting,  aiul  is  elected  to  represent  it  at  j 
tile  next  session  of  that  body. 

( , M.  II.  .\. — iiKAM  ti  NO.  27. 

I bis  br.iiH  h w.is  ore.ini/ed  by  members  of  L.  J.  Mc- 
I’.irhn  I’r.tiii  h.  No.  j,  who  were  allow  ed  withdrawal  cards  i 

for  the  purpose  of  or^ani/in;^  this  branch  in  and  tor  St.  j 

I’afnckN  p.irish.  of  the  < ity  of  I.ockport.  The  former  j 

l>r.mi  h kindiv  allowed  tlie  w ithdraw  ing  members  the  j 

ownersliip  of  one  half  of  all  their  property,  as  several  of  | 

them  li.id  been  a long  time  in  the  old  branch,  branch 
No.  27  is  ( omposed  e.xclusively  of  members  of  St.  Patrick’s  | 

parish,  and  holds  its  meetings  in  the  hall  of  Branch  No.  | 

,5  e\ery  Wednesday  evening.  It  was  duly  instituted  and 
its  ofticers  installeil  June  i8th,  1878,  by  grand  de[iuty 
John  Clifford,  of  Niagara  Falls.  The  charter  ofticers 
were  as  follows: 

Rev.  1’.  J.  Cannon,  sjiiritual  director;  Roliert  Madden, 
chancellor;  Jolm  M.  G.  Colville,  president;  Daniel  Mc- 
Carthy, first  vice-iuesident;  Thomas  Powers,  second  vice- 
president;  John  B.  Sullivan,  treasurer;  John  J.  M<  (Irath, 
ret  imling  and  corresfjonding  secretary;  Robert  Madden, 
assistant  secretary;  Mithael  Ryan,  financial  secretary; 
John  C:irney,  marshal;  Thatly  C.'onroy,  guard. 

I riAtees; — J.imes  Cblfrinl,  1 hairman;  Phomas  Conroy, 
John  C.irney,  i'homas  Powers  and  Michael  Ryan. 

The  regul.itions  ot  this  br.mch  respecting  dues,  fees 
ami  benelils,  .ire  identical  with  those  of  L.  J.  MeParlin 
Bt  in.  h,  No.  ;,  whi.  h are  fully  set  forth  in  the  preceding 
skcii  h ol  the  history  of  that  society. 

I Alllol.U  I.ni-RAKV  ONION. 

i his  society  was  organi/eil  December  26th,  1871,  by  a 
meeting  ot  .ibout  thirty  Catholic  young  men  at  what  was 
thi-n  the  common  council  ch.imber,  in  the  old  .Arcade 
building  on  Pine  street.  Dr.  I’,.  J.  Brennan  presided, 
.ind  I ..  I . M(  Pari  in  jr,,  a.  ted  as  sccret.iry.  .A  i aunmittee  w as 
appointed  b\'  which  a constitution  and  bv  l.iws  were  re- 
portiil  at  the  secoml  meeting.  Tlie\  were  promptly 
ado|it,  (l  and  the  following  ofti.  ers  were  ele<  ted: 

Spintu.d  dire,  tor,  Re\.  P.itri.  k 1.  Cannon;  president, 

I’  II  1 • inneeii;  \ ice- president,  K J.  Brui.in,  M .D.;  re- 
' or.bng  .ind  . orresjionding  si.a  rel.iry,  Law  rence  |.  M.  Par- 
I'  t tin  111.  I. il  SCI  rcl.irv,  lames  Rehoe,  jr.;  treasurer,  M. 

’ I c'.  iu  \ ; libr.iii  in,  John  J.ihiiston:  m.irshal,  William 
i'0..\n;  triisiees — llir.iiu  M<  Colliim,  ( hairm.in;  ( )wen 
C.im.  \li.  h.u  l L.illv,  I .lines  ( '.  Fei'iKA  , I'homas  Pi.w  ers, 
I'.ilw  lid  ( liilor.l,  D.inicl  l.iinds,  P.itrii  k (Irillin,  |ohn  B. 
.''ulbi  .111 


.\  lei  til  11.'  was  delivered  in  St.  Patrick's  Church  l>\  K.\ 
F.ither  C.iughlin,  a Jesuit  missionary,  on  the  13th  ol  1 . ! 
ruar\  following,  from  whit  h about  tj!3f>o  was  n.',ili/i  d 
This  started  the  society  on  the  high  road  to  suci  ess,  and 
it  at  om  e pur.  based  a library  of  well  c hos.  n boo’^^.  j,.i\ 
ing  down  $500  for  the  same;  since  that  time  . oust. in; 
additions  have  been  m ide  thereto. 

'Phe  association  oc.  11  pied  t he  old  common  conn,  i I . h lim- 
ber but  a short  time,  and  from  tlu-re  mo\ed  to  the  hall  at 
No.  35  M.iin  street,  which  was  oci  ujiied  for  two  \ears. 
'Phem  e the  union  mo\  e.l  to  Chrvsler’s  ll:ill,  o\  er  i 5 «V  17 
Pine  street,  whi.  h it  o.  cupied  three  years,  an.l  from  there- 
to the  large  hall  on  Main  an.l  Pine  streets  .>\er  the  Ni- 
agara County  Nati.mal  Bank,  w hich  place  it  now  oicupics 

The  so.'iety  has  a very  large  cir.  ulating  librars’,  a l.iree 
list  of  [lerioeli.als  and  a be.iutifully  fiirnish.-d  re.u;- 
ing  room,  meeting  hall  an.l  parlor.  'Phe  niemb.-rs 
are  parti,  ularly  e.lucate.l  in  .Icbate  and  parliamentarv 
law'.  On  the  i6th  of  .Vpril  1873,  the  Cni.m  was  . h.iri- 
ered.  'Phe  . barter  offi.  ers  .if  the  .orporation  are  as  f.ill.iw  s: 
Patrick  H.  Linneen,  presi.lent;  John  D.  Wel.  h,  \ i.  e- 
president;  Lawrence  J.  .MeParlin,  jr.,  recor.ling  an.l 
correspon.Iing  secretary;  John  M.  Smith.,  finan.ial  sec- 
retary; Michael  C.  Feeney,  treasurer;  John  Johnston, 
librarian.  Trustees;  Owen  Cain,  .hairman;  J.imes  C. 
Feeney,  James  D.  Caton,  Owen  Coyne,  John  B.  Sii!li\ .m. 
Edward  Clifford,  P.itrick  Griftin,  Michael  Lall\-  an.l 
Thomas  Powers.  'Phe  corporation  is  allowed  to  hol.l 
^100,000  worth  of  [iroperty. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  society  the  follow  ing  gentle- 
men have  held  the  ofti.  e of  president;  Patri.  k II.  1 in- 
neen,  three  terms,  and  John  I ).  Welch,  Patri.  k Gritiin.  Jolin 
M.  Smith  and  'Phomas  .Mark ley,  e.ach  one  term. 

Lawrence  J.  Mcl’arlin,  jr.,  has  been  secretary  thr.e 
terms.  Phe  secretary  of  the  Lbiion  is  also  se.  retary  nf  tiie 
board  of  trustees,  and  the  .luties  of  that  office  are  l.ibor- 
ious.  'Phe  metho.l  of  keci'ing  its  accounts  was  ihe  work 
of  Mr.  MeParlin,  an.l  most  if  not  all  Catholic  org.mi '.1- 
tions  in  the  city  have  adopte.l  it. 

THE  NIAGARA  LIGIFP  GG.VRDS. 

'Phat  constituti.in  whi.  h declares  that  “a  well  regii!  it'-d 
militia  is  necessary  to  the  security  of  a free  State."  wa- 
plainl)  a.'iepte.l  by  the  citizens  of  l.o.  k[)oit.  w’len,  in  :!  . 
summer  of  1876,  thec  lent  encuiragement  .iiul  siipporl 
the  organi/.ition  of  a comp, in v th.U  be.  ame  ’.he  t>tli  s^p.-r- 
ate  company  of  the  31st  briga.le  N.  G.  S.  N.  \ . 1 iic' 

recognized  the  fa. A that  the  ofti.es  .il  the  N.itu-:': 
Guard  in  repressing  iiisurrei  tion  an.l  .issisiing  m tlu- 
f.ircement  .if  the  l,iwswere:is  import. int  and  n.-ce-".irv 
anv  reiHilse  of  for.ugn  hostilities;  .<pen  m.’.nilesi.i; u- ' ■ 
whi.  h import. in.  e they  saw  in  the  riots  ui  1^77. 
this  ..imp. 111)  was  ..died  int.i  s.  rvi.e, 

'Phe  initi.Uorv  steps  for  the  formation  ol  the  . oiiij  ■'  > 
were  t.ikeii  b\-  a few  of  the  spirit.-.l  \ouu_  1 ' ' ■ : 

.-itv,  and  liu-\-  invite. 1 to  their  ai.l  old  war  v.'  ' ' 

maj.irity  .4'  these  young  men  were  members  ol  .1  ; a 

known  .IS  the  .\lert  Gymnastic  .Ass.ici.ition.  .iml  in  i .1 
r.i.ims  the  liist  m.-eting  w.is  hel.l.  .\inom;  thosi-  u 
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were  first  to  second  the  movement  was  Captain  Renjamin 
H.  Fletcher.  He  attended  the  preliminar)'  meetings,  and 
gave  assurance  that  all  that  was  needed  to  bring  about 
the  desired  consummation  was  to  go  ahead  with  energy. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended  for  a time,  and  a majority 
of  the  first  young  men  of  the  city  pledged  themselves  to 
become  members.  Others  showed  reluctance,  deeming 
the  maintenance  of  a comiiany  objectionable,  as  not  only 
being  onerous,  but  interfering  with  business  pursuits  and 
so(  ial  jileaMires. 

Finally  the  meetings  were  held  in  .Vreade  Hall,  and 
when  the  enlistment  roll  showed  about  one  hundred 
names  William  Bruce  Douglas,  ui>on  solicitation,  con- 
sented to  become  the  ca[)tain  : Horace  H.  Flagcr,  first 
lieutenant,  and  J.  William  Collier  second  lieutenant. 
Drill  meetings  were  then  held,  as  often  as  practicable,  in 
Arcade  Hall,  and  in  an  almost  incredibly  short  space  of 
time  the  company  was  thoroughly  schooled  in  military 
tactics.  All  this  transpired  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  Governor  Tildeii. 

In  the  fall  of  1S76  the  company  appeared  on  their 
first  parade,  full  fledged  and  thoroughly  equip]>ed,  loa 
men  strong.  The  showing  they  made  was  highly  com- 
lilimented  by  the  thousands  who  were  out  to  see  them  as 
they  filed  through  the  streets.  As  recognition  of  their 
efforts  they  were  in  due  time  provided  with  elegant 
(juarters  on  Locust  street,  near  the  central  portion  of 
the  city.  Captain  Douglas  was  subsequently  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  major  of  the  brigade  ; Lieutenant  Flagler 
succeeded  him;  P.  M.  Ranney  became  first  lieutenant; 
Second  Lieutenant  Collier  resigned,  and  First  Sergeant 
John  Quadlander  succeeded  him.  Captain  Flagler  finally 
removed  to  Chicago,  and  Ranney  became  cajitain,  which 
position  he  held  at  the  lime  of  writing  this  history.  S. 
A.  Dietrick.  a veteran  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  was 
first  lieutenant,  and  Dr.  A.  J.  Allan  second  lieutenant. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  railroad  riots  of  1877,  the 
company  was  ordered  to  Buffalo,  where  it  did  guard 
duty  until  order  was  restored.  During  the  s]  ring  of 
1878  the  company  was  reinforced  by  an  addition  of 
about  twenty-five  new  members,  eighteen  of  whom  en- 
listed as  musicians,  forming  an  excellent  band.  From  the 
first  the  organization  was  known  by  a n.ame  of  its  own 
adoption,  viz..  “ The  Niagara  Light  Guards.”  Its  order 
in  the  brig.ade  was  changed  to  the  6th  separate  comjoiny 
in  the  spring  of  1878. 

CHURCH  KS. 

The  first  building  erected  in  Lockport  for  the  purpose 
of  i.ublic  wordiip  was  a log  meeting-house  built  by  the 
Society  of  h riend'.  I'lie  lot  < ont.^ined  two  .u  rc'.  and  cc  a> 
the  >.ime  that  is  n >w  embraced  in  I'ue  tri.ir.ular  'i..q-ed; 
blo.i  k formed  by  ?>Liin.  Market  and  Kim  >tree‘.s.  1 ;iis 
lot.  ap(;riion  ul  which  w.i'  U'ed  lor  burial  purpose',  wa- 
purch.i-eil  .u  a co^t  of  'wenty-f.  ,;r  ciollar-.  a;ul  :i'e  ■- 
ing-!io  i -e  built  under  • mir.  i • ' t.\o  ivndrei'.  •.•  i 

The  Holland  Land  Comp.  nv.  lr>>m  whom  .dl  li:...-  t.i 
bind  in  till-.  -<e<  tion  were  or.^maily  obt.iineil.  h.iil  .i  rule  or 
regulation  under  which  the  'Oi  ietv  lliat  should  ere<  : the 


first  house  of  worship  in  any  town  w.as  entitled  to  locate 
and  take  one  hundreci  acres  of  land  for  the  siqiport  of  its 
minister.  The  .Society  of  Friends,  being  the  first  to  erei.t 
such  a building  in  Lockport,  wa>  advised  to  select  the 
specified  (fuantity  of  land,  but  declined  because  the  ob- 
ject seemed  to  be  a provision  for  paying  ministers  for 
preaching,  to  which  they  were  conscientiously  opposed. 

Hks I I'kKsr.v  1 K.ki.tN. 

This  chun  h was  formeil  th.rough  the  instrument:’.lit\  <>f 
the  Rev.  David  M.  Smith,  who  h.ui  been  in.-t..lle«i  ; ,r 
of  the  church  at  Lewiston  in  1817.  The  chur<  ii  whiib 
had  been  organized  at  Lockport  was  taken  under  the  1.. re 
of  the  Niagara  Probytery  on  the  aSth  of  January,  i sap 
The  members  at  that  time  were  Aaron.  Ward.  Lucy  ami 
Martha  Childs.*  .Vlpheus  and  Lucina  Saunders,  Reuben 
Brockett,  Klliott  Lewis.  Jeremiah  Price,  John  (jooding, 
James  Bo>worth.  Eijihia  B.  Knowlton.  David  Holt. 
Nicholas  Holt,  Samuel  Horn,  Betsey  Horn,  William  Par- 
sons, .Abigail  Bosworth,  Sylvia  Bitely,  Oressa  Lewis,  Su.san 
Davenport,  Sally  Bond,  Anne  Knowlton,  Mary  .V.  Good- 
ing. Dolly  McLean,  Philena  Whaley,  Amanda  Parson.-,. 
Norman  Sheqiard,  Lorina  Shepard,  and  George  W.  Cotton. 

The  society  erected  a sntall  church  on  the  court-house 
square,  and  availed  itself  of  the  Holl.and  Land  Company's 
offer,  which  had  been  declined  by  the  Society  of  Friend>. 
and  selected  its  tract  of  a hundred  acres  on  the  tran<it. 
about  two  miles  .south  of  the  city,  which  was  afterwini- 
sold  for  one  thousand  dollars  and  the  proceeds  aififlied 
toward  liquidating  the  expen.se  of  building.  .Vbau.s 
Kent  became  the  first  settled  pastor,  early  in  1825.  Dur- 
ing that  year  the  membership  was  so  much  increased  that 
the  whole  number  amounted  to  fifty-five,  and  a year  later 
this  number  was  a little  more  than  doubled.  Mr.  Kent 
was  succeeded  by  William  F.  Curry,  who  was  in.stalled 
pastor  on  the  12th  of  February,  1828.  He  has  been  re[i- 
resented  as  a zealous  worker,  holding  religious  services 
three  times  every  Sabbath  and  delivering  a sermon  at 
each. 

In  1830  the  society  built  a brick  church  on  the  comer 
of  Ontario  and  Church  streets,  the  site  of  their  ];resent 
edifice,  and  tiie  house  which  they  had  formerly  occupied 
on  the  court-house  square  wa.s  used  for  a long  time  .after- 
ward as  a femaic  seminary.  The  society  increased  r.;pid!v 
in  membership,  and  in  1832  reached  the  large  nv,:::  -er  <■: 
three  hundred  and  fifty-five.  Mr  Curry's  i<a'ti/'.:i  re- 
lation with  the  church  was  dissolved  on  the  31-1 
Tanuarv,  1832,  and  he  wms  succeeded  by  the  Rew  Ju  — 
c‘j>h  Myer.',  who  was  installol  p.t.-t>,r  on  the  -•'i  ' f 
November  following  and  remained  tmtil  the  8tii  g'  J -hy. 
1874.  He  was  S'U  i.ceiged  b\  Rev.  (iil’jert  Cravt^r  ; 
as  a staled  .■'U'pply.  w'  < r-. m.;in.e<I  nearly  tnree  ye.  v- 
t'ae  church  wa-,  left  witii.,.:;  a p.i'tor  by  hi'  ■.epf.” _ 
call  to  the  Fir't  Pre'i a tenan  church  in  Milw  - '-  e.  m 
1S30  ti;e  b-  ird  __  rru-’ee-^.  ,'f  w'dc  h De 
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1st  < hur<  hrs  wiTf  i!i'^iii2'!rcii  liv  a ci.i.il  <■>!  t.ir,  iho  Icadint^ 
members  <j(  the  Meih  uii-'t  so<  iet\  luis  int^  sustained  and 
commended  tlie  det  ision. 

After  Mr.  Crawford  left  the  pastorate  the  society  em- 
ployed as  a stated  supply,  for  a single  year,  the  Rev.  John 
Keep,  f or  sever, d years  previous  to  Mr.  Keep  s ministry 
there  was  ^'rowin_;  up  .i  di.'fereiK  e of  opinion  in  regard  to 
t!ie  form  ot'  go\crniiient  m the  cliurch. 

The  line  i;f  dein.ii  h.Pion  continued  to  grow  more  visi- 
ble, until  it  was  e\ident  there  were  two  distinct  elements 
in  the  church,  whii  h < ould  not  be  harmonized.  At  the 
close  of  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Keep,  the  disagreement  cul- 
minated, and  resulted  in  the  minority  requesting  letters 
to  form  anotlier  church,  which  were  granted,  and  the  dis- 
senters organized  what  has  since  been  known  as  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Lockport.  After  the  separa- 
tion the  Presbyterian  church  was  supplied,  for  a few 
months,  by  the  Rev.  'I’imothy  Hopkins,  after  which  the 
congregation  secured  as  their  pastor  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
\V.  Fisher,  who  took  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  on 
the  loth  of  July.  1839,  and  remained  until  the  nth  ot 
I May,  1842,  when  he  accepted  a call  to  the  pastorate  of 
' the  church  at  Palmyra,  in  this  State.  The  Rev.  William 
C.  tVisner,  who  had  been  for  several  years  pastor  of  the 
church  in  the  lower  town,  but  was  at  this  juncture  about 
to  separate  from  that  church,  received  a call  to  become 
the  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he 
! accepted,  and  commenced  his  labors  in  May,  1842,  and 
* continued  them  through  a third  of  a century.  At  the 
! commencement  of  his  pastorate,  the  congregation  was 
i comparatively  small,  numbering  only  about  two  hundred. 

I The  number  increased,  however,  though  slowly  for  sev- 
j eral  years,  and  in  1846  reached  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
si.\.  .\t  length  the  church  was  found  too  small  for  the 

congregation,  and  in  1855  the  present  spacious  edifice  was 
erected  ujion  the  same  site,  and  the  old  building  moved 
back  and  used  for  a cnapel. 

The  thirtieth  anniversary  of  Rev.  William  C.  Wlsner’s 
pastorate  with  the  church  was  commemorated  by  a grand 
re-union  of  members  and  those  who  had  been,  accom- 
panied by  jubilee  exercises.  This  was  on  the  15th  of 
j May,  1872.  On  the  Sunday  evening  preceding,  the  pas- 
I tor  delivered  to  a large  audience  his  thirtieth  an- 
niversary discourse,  in  which  he  gave  a somewhat  ex- 
tended review  of  his  long  ministry.  In  alluding  to  the 
kindness  he  had  received  from  his  official  board,  he  re- 
marked iq)on  “ the  unbroken  and  abiding  unity  which 
had  subsisted  for  so  long  a period,"  and  showed  that 
the  society  Iiad  never  been  more  prosperous  than  at  that 
time.  "We  have,”  said  iie,  "a  clnirch  of  over  six  hun- 
dred members.  We  report  to  the  Oeneral  .\--scmblv  687, 
but  a portion  of  these  are  not  on  tiie  ground.  We  have 
a large  and  increasing  society,  and  by  no  means  the  least 
iutere^^ng  te.uure  of  our  (irospenty  i-.  to  be  found  in  the 
tlouri^hmg  condition  of  our  SaI'b,ith-.-.chool.  It  never 
w.c.  larger  .md  more  !h)uri>hing  lhai\  now.  and  1 trust 
th.it  it  will  ever  h.ive  a large  place  in  the  hearts"  of  this 
people,  and  continue  to  be  more  and  more  the  nurserv  of 
jiiely  to  the  Chun  h.” 


I Mr.  W isner  (dntinued  his  ministry  until  1875,  when  he 
i retired  from  the  p.nrorate  and  Rev.  Henry  T.  .Miller  w.i> 

i engaged  as  a staled  supfdy  and  remained  five  month>. 

! The  Rev.  lohn  N Freeman  was  called  in  1876.  and  i-, 

I pastor  at  the  pre-'cnt  time, 
i 

I H.VI’TIST  CUfkCn. 

In  1816  there  were  but  five  persons  residing  in  what  is 
now'  Lockport  entertaining  Baptist  sentiments.  On  the 
13th  of  .\[)ril  in  that  year,  under  the  sanction  and  direc- 
I tion  of  [oiin  L'ptold.  missionary  from  tile  H.iinilton  Ikqo 
t tist  .Missionary  .'^ocietv.  ihev  met.  formed  ihemselve-  into 
a conference,  and  signed  a cov  enant  to  devote  th.eiiiM.lves 
; to  the  service  of  God,  and  make  His  word  their  only  rule 
I of  faith  and  [iractice.  Thereafter  the  conference  met 
i once  a month,  and  was  usually  presided  over  by  .Samuel 
! .Alvord.  The  meetings  were  continued  in  this  m.inner 
! until  .March,  1817,  when,  having  their  number  augmented 
j to  twelve,  they  were  duly  organized  into  a church,  tfa 
j the  26th  of  .April  of  that  year  the  society  adopted  tlic 
1 name  of  Cambria  Baptist  Church,  and  Samuel  .Alvord  was 
j licensed  to  preach,  and  was  ordained  by  a council  of 
! delegates  from  the  Gaines  and  Hartland  churches,  and 
j also  from  Clinton  church,  in  Canada.  He  remained  the 
j pastor  until  it  was  voted  that  Deacon  Garrick  Stoughton 
should  take  the  lead  in  the  meetings,  and  the  society  was 
without  a minister  until  the  27''h  of  December,  1820, 
when  Mr.  .-\lvord  was  again  called  to  the  pastorate,  and 
remained  until  the  nth  of  December,  1824.  During 
these  early  times  the  meetings  were  held  at  different 
I places.  The  society  met  for  the  first  time  in  Lockport 

I on  the  6th  of  December,  1824.  at  which  time  about  fifty 

I persons  constituted  the  entire  membership.  In  -April, 
j 1S25,  the  Rev.  R.  Winchell  was  called  to  the  pastorate, 
i and  on  the  30th  of  July  folhiwing  the  name  of  the  church 
! was  changed  to  the  " Lockport  Ba[)tist  Church.” 
j On  the  5th  of  .August,  1S25,  a committee  was  appointed 
j to  procure  a site  upon  which  to  erect  a house  for  worship, 
but  the  work  of  building  was  deferred  for  several  vears. 

I the  meetings  in  the  meanwhile  being  held  in  the  second 
I story  of  a building  on  Mam  street,  in  the  court-Iiousc 
j and  in  the  old  seminary  building. 

! Mr.  Winchell  remained  pastor  till  1829,  and  during  his 
! ministry  the  society  had  so  increased  that  the  membership 
I was  upward  of  a hundred  when  his  pastoral  relations  with 
] the  church  ceased.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev 
j Ichabod  Clark,  w ho  took  charge  on  the  26th  of  DeeenC 
ber  of  the  same  year  ami  remained  until  .August  lOtii. 
1S31.  On  the  29th  of  October  following  the  Rev  . R .M. 
Taggert  became  the  jiastor,  remaining  one  year.  In  1833 
a stone  church  on  Bine  >treet  w.is  ercctevl  at  an  expeii- 
j diture  of  about  five  thou>and  doll.ir-^.  .\fter  the  clo^e  ot 
Mr.  Taggert's  mini>try  no  jiastor  was  emj'loyevl  rc gal.u !v 
until  the  29th  of  September,  1833,  vviien  the  Rev  . \\  ."i.im 
F.  Waterb-urv  b'-.  am  ■ j':i>:i'r  (!i.;re''.  '■  ■ 

! close  of  hi',  niir.i'trv  die  'uem! .eiw', ; , . num’  ■ 1 . i 

j Rev.  'B  L.  Caldicoit  became  pa.-.tor  on  t!ie  27th  ot  1 >e-  . :u- 

I ber.  1835.  and  after  a succes-,ful  mini'-try  ot  ne.iilv  n.e 

I vears  re>ignevl  and  was  succeevievl  on  tlie  23rd  wi  I v ■- 
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niary,  1840,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Tucker.  He  remained  until 

1842,  and  after  the  close  of  his  ministry  the  church  was 

for  a considerable  time  without  a pastor.  — 

The  deficiency  was  at  length  supplied  by  the  society’s 

obtaining  Rev.  Elon  Oalusha  as  its  pastor.  Up  to  this 

time  the  membership  had  steadily  increased,  and  the 

church  was  in  a harmonious  and  flourishing  condition. 

This  hap[)y  state  of  affairs,  however,  was  soon  changed  to 

tumult  and  division,  growing  out  of  a course  of  lectures  j 

which  was  delivered  in  the  church  on  the  “ second  advent.”  ' 

These  lectures  were  given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  and  j 

his  doctrine  was  acce[)ted  by  .Mr.  Oalusha, the  pastor,  who  | 

commenced  advocating  it  himself.  Tlie  larger  portion  of  i 

the  members  were  unfriendly  to  this  doctrine,  and  the  | 

pastor  and  his  followers  withdrew  from  the  church  and  1 

held  service  in  another  place.  This  division,  which  took  | 

away  about  one-third  of  the  members  and  caused  dissat-  : 

isfaction  in  various  ways,  gave  the  church  such  a shock  ; 

that  many  years  elapsed  before  it  recovered.  1 

The  Rev.  S.  B.  Webster  was  called  to  the  pastorate, 

and  remained  about  two  years.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sullivan  1 

ne.Kt  became  pastor,  but  the  discord  was  so  great  that  he 

remained  but  a few  months.  Mr.  Winchell,  who  had  been  1 

the  successful  pastor  in  the  p>ast,  was. again  called,  but  he  | 

remained  less  than  a year,  and  the  Re%c  Mr.  Murdock,  j 

who  succeeded  him,  did  not  remain  as  loner  as  he.  The  ' 

. ® . I 

Rev.  S.  R.  Mason  became  pastor  in  1S50,  but  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  discord  reached  the  culminating  point; 
the  church  withdrew  the  hand  of  fellowship  from  a por-  j 

tion  of  the  members,  and  shortly  after  disbanded,  giving  ! 

letters  to  th^  remainder.  j 

But  a short  time  elapsed,  however,  before  a movement  j 
was  made  to  reorganize  it;  at  a meeting  held  in  Xovem-  ; 

ber  of  the  same  year  a portion  of  those  holding  letters,  ! 

thirty  in  number,  organized  themselves  as  a church  under  | 
the  name  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Lockport,  and  ' 
Mr.  Mason  resumed  the  pastorship,  remaining  till  1S54.  , 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  B.  D.  Alarshall,  who 
remained  nearly  five  years.  Under  his  charge  the  affairs 
of  the  church  became  more  harmonious,  and  the  society 
began  to  Increase  in  members  and  influence.  In  1S60  i 

V.  R.  Hotchkiss  was  engaged  as  stated  supply,  and  held  ! 

that  position  satisfactorily  for  three  years.  The  Rev.  S.  1 

G.  Smith  was  tlier  called,  and  took  the  [lastoral  charge  in  j 

September,  iS6g.  In  1S67  the  congregation  had  become 
so  large  that  arrangements  were  made  for  building  a i 
larger  house  for  its  accomodation.  The  site  upon  which 
the  present  edifice  is  erected  was  procured  and  the  old 
one  sold.  \\  hile  the  new  house  was  m course  of  construe-  ! 

tion  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  second  story  of  ! 

Strong’s  block  on  I’ine  street.  | 

The  reorganization  under  the  name  of  the  Second  Baptist  | 
('hurch  in  1851  was  \(hd  in  la.w,  and  in  order  to  transact 
busine^,'>  with  legil  autin.iril v it  l.ecame  necessarv  to  Inna; 
the  name  of  the  i huia  h crmimed  by  an  act  oft  lie  Legir>la- 
ture,  which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  zgd  of  Aiwil 
1SO7,  when  it  received  the  name  of  ddie  Baptist  Church  ! 
of  l.ockiiort.  ! 

The  building  of  the  new  church  left  the  socielv  will',  a 


debt  of  $14,000.  Mr.  Smith  continued  his  ministry  fur 
nearly  seven  successive  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  J.  M.  Harris,  who  commenced  his  labors  in  De- 
cember, 1870,  but  before  the  end  of  his  second  year  ill 
health  com[)elled  him  to  retire  from  the  ministry,  and  for 
about  a year  thereafter  the  church  was  without  a settled 
pastor.  During  this  time  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sager  supplied  the 
vacancy  a portion  of  the  time.  In  the  summer  of  1873 
arrangements  were  made  with  R.  B.  Hall  to  serve  as  a 
stated  supply,  and  on  the  17th  of  tebruary,  1874,  he  was 
ordained  and  settled  over  the  charge.  He  remained  until 
.April,  1877,  when  he  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  W.  P.  Heliings,  the  present  pastor. 

M.VG.'^RA  S'lRFET  METHODIST. 

The  first  jireacliing  by  a .M etlnsdi^r  mini'-ter  of  which 
there  is  anv  record  was  by  the  Rm.'.  D.tnici  S’c. j[>ardson. 
who  during  the  \ ear  1816  and  the  s'ucceed'.ng  year  trav- 
ersed a large  region  of  country,  extending  from  the  Gene- 
see to  the  Niagara  river.  He  came  around  about  once 
a month,  and  preached  at  the  school-house  about  two 
and  one-half  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Lockport,  and 
also  near  Warren’s  Corners.  In  the  year  1823  Lockport 
was  included  in  the  Buffalo  and  Lewiston  circuit.  It  was 
in  October  of  this  year  that  the  society  was  incori)oratc.d. 
The  trustees  elected  were  ; Samuel  Leonard,  .Vustin 
Atchinson,  Ira  Smith,  Peter  .\ikin,  William  Hattan  and 
Laban  Smith.  This  corporation  was  afterward  dissolved, 
but  a reorganization  was  effected  on  the  30th  of  -April, 
1827.  A small  building  was  erected  for  a church  in  1S24, 
which  stood  at  the  edge  of  what  was  then  a forest,  now 
Genesee  street,  between  Pine  and  Cottage. 

Previous  to  this  the  meetings  were  held  in  a school- 
house  near  where  the  Baptist  church  now  stands,  in  the 
court-house,  and  sometimes  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 
The  congregation  soon  became  too  large  for  the  diminu- 
tive church,  and  additions  were  made  to  its  length,  mak- 
ing it  so  long  in  proportion  to  its  width  that  it  was  some- 
times called  the  ball-alley.  In  a few  years  it  became  aji- 
parent  that  this  building  was  still  too  scanty  in  its  seating 
capacity,  and  movements  were ‘made  for  the  erection  of  a 
house  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  constantly  increasing 
congregation.  The  old  church  and  its  grounds  were  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  site  procured  which  the  society  still  re- 
tains. -A  brick  edifice  of  convenient  proportions  was 
erected  at  a cost  of  about  $10,000.  It  was  completed  and 
dedicated  in  1S33,  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Seager.  .A 
revival  followed  shortly  after  the  occupation  of  the  ne'v 
church  M'hich  considerably  increased  the  membership,  but 
notwithstanding  this  evidence  of  prosperity  there  was  still 
a lack  of  harmony  in  some  respects. 

'I'hc  building  of  the  new  edifn  e had  devoh  ed  a debt  iqu.n 
the  society,  and  measures  for  its  liquidation  had,  of  course, 
to  be  taken.  In  the  old  church  the  sears  were  mo\-.ible 
bem  hes,  but  in  the  new  ,i  nnue  f.isl'n.in,.I>le  system  v. 
ado[ned,  and  the  bemdies  had  been  su[>|)!anted  i)}  peus. 
'1  hese  were  rented  by  the  trustees,  much  to  the  ilislike  ot 
a pijrlion  of  tlie  ( ongrc,;ation.  The  agit.ition  of  the 
shivery  question  fvnnul  its  way  into  I'n--  chun  h,  in  » 1 in- 
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of  the  (liococ,  lie  was  for  twelve  years  a deputy  from  the  j 
dioce-'e  to  the  ( leiieial  (Amvenlion.  He  was  always  dr’epiy  i 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  parish,  a most  gem  rous 
conlriI)utor  toward  its  support,  and  in  his  will  left  it  a 
legacy  of  .'$1,000. 

The  present  rector  is  the  Rev.  George  W.  Southwell, 
who  took  charge  in  May,  1877.  There  were  reported  to 
the  convention  of  the  diocese  in  Sej-teinher,  1877,  as 
connected  with  the  church,  sixty  families,  one  hunredd 
and  ten  communicants,  ele\en  teachers  and  seventy-rive 
pupils  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  three  hundred  volumes 
in  the  library. 

SKCONI>  W ARD  I’K F.Sli V T F. Rl A N. 

The  Second  Ward  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lockport 
was  organized  J Line  5 th,  1832,  with  a small  membership, 
as  the  f^etond  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lockport. 

The  first  ciders  were  Sampson  Robbins  and  Willis  Peck. 
The  first  trustees  were  Joel  McCollum,  Nathan  Dayton, 
Willis  Peck.  iVilliam  Kline,  John  Harris  and  John  Good- 
ing. 

The  congregation  worshiped  for  about  five  years  in  a 
brick  block  on  Market  street.  In  1836  a doctrinal  defec- 
tion occurred  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Samuel  Bea- 
man. Mr.  Beaman  seems  to  have  lived  a blameless  life, 
and  in  many  respects  to  have  held  the  orthodox  faith 
most  sincerely.  Fault  was  found  with  him  for  teaching  a 
certain  kind  of  perfectionism,  disregarding  the  special 
sanctity  of  the  Lord’s  day,  teaching  that  believers  might 
get  above  the  need  of  “ ordinances,”  teaching  too  strictly 
the  literal  interpretations  of  the  Bible  and  rejecting  all 
creeds. 

The  Presbytery  of  Niagara,  on  F’ebruary  23d,  1S37,  pre- 
scribed some  articles  of  faith  to  test  the  soundness  of  the 
church.  Only  seven  members  subscribed  to  them,  six  | 
women  and  one  man,  and  these  persons  were  declared  to 
be  the  church.  The  total  membership  had  been  about 
30.  Mr.  Beaman  soon  removed  to  New  York  city  and 
ceased  preaching. 

The  present  stone  edifice  on  Yan  Buren  street,  seating 
about  400,  was  erected  at  a cost  of  about  $5,000.  and 
dedicated  January  Sth,  1838.  Rev.  William  Wisner,  of 
Ithaca,  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon. 

The  name  was  changed  to  the  Second  Ward  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  on  December  30th.  1846.  the  property 
was  sold  for  debt  and  bought  by  a member  of  the  society 
for  $900.  The  society  has  always  been  financially  weak. 
About  500  members  have  been  connected  w ith  the  church 
since  its  organization.  Many  revivals  have  prevailed  in 
it.  After  one  conducted  by  the  eccentric  Rev.  Jedediah 
Burchard,  (;\er  100  piersons  unileil  with  the  church,  but 
a very  large  portion  of  them  soon  proved  themseives  s])uri- 
ous  converts.  The  church  reported  a membership  of 
125  in  1S78.  j 

The  Sabbath-si  hool  has  been  well  attended  and  ]-ros-  i 
perously  conducted  from  the  first.  It  has  been  a constant  | 
nursery  of  wisLlom  and  I'iety,  furnishing  materials  for  the  j 
chi\r(  h and  ctuitinuing  its  services  w hen  the  soice  of  the 
preacher  was  teinpor.tnly  sus[)ended.  • 


Dr.  J.  H.  Helmer,  the  children’s  pastor,  has  labored 
zealously  as  su])erintendent  of  this  school  for  about  25 
ye.irs,  and  lias  thus  been  the  religious  instructor  of  full 
two  generations  of  children  aind  youths.  His  natural  force 
seems  yet  unabateil,  and  his  zeal  in  the  study  and  teach- 
ing of  the  word  of  God  undiminished,  so  that  he  ntay  yet 
instruct  another  generation. 

The  followi:ig  mini>ters  have  successively  officiated  : 
E.  B.  Coleman,  R.  G.  Murray.  J.  Hovey,  F'.  W.  Graves, 
Is.  H.  Adams,  S.  Beaman,  ^\'illiamC.  Wisner,  Mr.  Loomis, 
A.  Van  Wagner,  W.  Roses  elt,  George  P.  Pruden,  D.  Cush- 
ing, William  C.  Boyce,  W.  S.  Parsons,  E.  W.  Kellogg,  Rob- 
ert Norton,  J.  W.  .Marcusson  and  E.  P.  Marvin.  The 
Rev.  Robert  Norton  has  just  been  called  to  serve  the 
church  a second  time  and  is  now  its  pastor. 

GRACE  CHURCH 

was  duly  organized  on  the  Sth  day  of  I'ebruary,  1835, 
under  the  name  or  title  of  “The  Rector,  Churchwar- 
dens and  Vestrymen  of.  Grace  Church,  Lockport.” 
Edmund  Raymond  and  John  Bagley  were  elected  church 
wardens,  and  Hezekiah  Thomas,  Lathrop  Fellows.  Ed- 
ward I.  Chase,  Elias  Ransom,  jr.,  Alexander  Ralston, 
John  S.  Shuler,  Stephen  B.  Bond  and  George  H.  Rough- 
ton  were  elected  vestrymen.  The  number  of  vestrymen 
to  be  annually  chosen  was  fixed  at  eight;  and  Tuesday 
in  Easter  week  was  designated  as  thedav  for  the  annual 
elections.  Efforts  were  made  to  procure  the  services  of  a 
minister,  but  so  small  was  the  number  of  membvms,  and 
so  limited  their  pecuniary  means,  that  these  efforts  were 
ineffectual  until  October,  1835,  when  the  Rev.  Beardsley 
Northrup  accepted  a call  at  a salary  of  $55°  fo' 
months.  Fie  officiated  as  minister  until  .March,  1S36, 
and  then  resigned.  During  the  first  three  years  the 
services  were  held  in  a room  in  the  third  story,  over  the 
store  of  Mr.  George  H.  Boughton.  P’or  the  first  two 
years  the  services  were  mostly  conducted  by  lay  readers. 

In  August,  1S36,  the  vestry  resolved  to  build  a church, 
and  for  that  purpose  bought  of  Messrs.  Elias  Ransom  N 
George  H.  Boughton  a lot  on  Buffalo  street,  at  a j)rice 
exceeding  $2,000.  A subscri))tion  paper  to  raise  funds 
therefor,  and  for  building  the  church  was  started.  The 
building  was  to  be  35  by  56  feet,  to  be  built  of  wood: 
and  the  cost  of  it  was  estimated  at  .$2,000.  In  Februarv. 
1838,  the  church  edifice  was  finished,  with  a capacitv  to 
seat  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  The  slips  were 
generally  rented  at  prices  var\  ing  from  $8  to  $35  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the 
sum  of  $840.  debt  was  created,  wltich  long  hung  o\  er 
and  embarrassed  the  society,  and  retarded  its  growth  and 
prosperity. 

In  June,  1837,  the  Rew  George  Denison  was  invited  to 
become  the  minister  of  the  church  at  a salarv  of  $^co  a 
year,  and  a sma'l  mission  .tv  .stipend.  He  .n  cepri.'.!  tl-e 
call,  took  < I’.aree  in  .\ugusi  following,  ami  l ^ r;ii.m(.d,  in 
charge  until  December.  1841, 

The  Right  Reverend  Benjamin  T.  Ondetdonk,  D.D.. 
Bishop  of  New  York,  con.-^ecrated  the  t hnrch  edifice  on 
the  !2t!'.  d.iy  of  .\ugust,  183s.  At  the  annual  renting  of 


. I r t’/  yAtVf T .yr?  . - , < / if  ^ ^ fUnT'riU 


i>ct 


"•I'j  -';  v'  -tit  ,'  '<  ; I'M 

I.'  IM.  j 


:ji 


» ' ‘ " ijia 

« « I ;•  ' >< ) f 

' r.,K.rju<  r«!  JmaA'M 

- ,-^v.  Yj^  )u  =#-U‘5*j{'^  ^ 

• ^ ■■•  '■  <1  . ■-  . ♦ •'  9HT-  ' jj 

r.  ■' /J  *jjyi!^W  . 4«:.of  offve ' 

' •■  ■ 'I-  -f  ?<' * ti‘'l»f??J<UiO  3if}  j 

^r<  . I :.(•  ^ ^ 

■'I  ■.■'«.  'HUHf...  ■’>  .-.V)  bfJC-f'  ’’ 

* I'l'.  cliriijrf  'jfh  ni  fc(^}5;‘<^ 

r 4 ti-D(ii  ni  ^ 


•u  CKtl' 


^ r<'i>''i‘ 


• 1 1 J '. 

r.  • J 

» ffi 


. . titiirfi," 
•1/;:  • % 

i . "■  /'  ..  <• 

- .'  , . Vj}. 

''■  ' = •■  ."I  ',1 

• • ,'  >•:  ‘j.  , : . -■  lii^ 

..  -y  ..  ■ •;•:'  ' n _ ..A. .'A 

>::  ■r.  . • -nr* 

■'■  U"l  ■ ? :i.  . . ...  I.  . V-  if 
'M  'i"'  C.'l  t ^/*‘i  J; ji,)|-j'‘Tj;iJ 

r 

/ . i-iT"  :,y‘‘jirtn/y  xaoT 

■ < V.-','!'  Jj  r.T  .l«f  '9 

''i.  ‘ 


CHRIST  CHURCH,  LOCKTOR  1— MAC.A  1C\  S'l  REET  M.  E.  CHURCH. 


nion  w ith  oilu.Tr5  throughout  the  country,  causing  a cli\  i.^iwn 
in  sentiment,  and  finally  a separation.  'I'lie  trustees  in 
1838,  having  under  consideration  a motion  opening  tlie  ' 
church  for  an  anti-slavery  convention,  it  was  lost  by  a tie 
vote.  The  trustees  were  evidently  fearful  of  the  results 
if  the  motion  was  carried,  for  they  [lassed  a resolution 
requiring  those  w ho  should  demand  the  house  for  the  use 
of  the  anti-slavery  ad  vocates  to  sign  a bond,  making  them 
responsible  for  any  damages  it  might  sustain.  'The  dis-  i 
russions  w hich  follower!  were  characterized  by  bitter  de- 
nunciations, and  in  1840  resulted  in  a second  organiza- 
tion. 'J'he  dissenters  maintained  a separate  organization,  |. 
which  e.xisted  till  1S46,  when  they  disbanded,  and  the 
members  of  the  denomination  were  again  united  in  one 
society.  | 

In  the  general  conilagration  which  occurred  in  1854,  | 

the  flames  extended  to  and  destroyed  the  Methodist 
church.  The  indebtedness  of  the  society  had  continued  i 
to  increase,  rather  than  diminish,  since  the  church  had  , 
been  erected,  and  the  amount  of  insurance  that  could  be 
collected  to  apply  toward  building  another  church  ! 
amounted  to  less  than  seven  hundred  dollars.  Disheart- 
ening as  affairs  were,  four  days  after  the  fire  a resolution 
to  rebuild  was  passed.  The  efforts  for  this  pur[>ose,  how-  j- 
ever,  were  met.  with  financial  embarrassments  on  every  i 
side,  which  so  impeded  the  progress  of  the  work,  that  the 
new  house  was  not  dedicated  until  the  azd  of  February, 

1857-  : 

The  membership  at  the  present  time  numbers  upwards 
of  three  hundred.  The  Sabbath-school,  which  was  estab- 

I 

lished  in  the  early  days  ot  the  society's  existence,  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  numbering  two  hundred  scholars, 
with  a library  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  volumes. 

The  ministers  who  have  held  pastoral  charge  over  the 
society,  in  order  of  succession,  are  as  follows; 

D.  Shepardson,  1’.  Buell,  Z.  Paddoi  k,  J.  B.  .-\lverson, 

P.  Jones,  B.  Williams,  P.  Jones,  Richard  Wright,  Isaac 
Puffer,  Sylvester  Carey,  Ira  Bronson,  E.  Herrick,  [ohn 
Copeland,  Andrew  Prindle,  John  Coiieland,  Wilber  Hoag,  | 
B.  F.  Roa,  Levi  B.  Castle,  Ih  ( ).  Ming,  John  W.  Xev  ins,  i 

S.  Seager,  John  E.  Cole.  Jon.is  Dodge,  John  Coiieland,  ' 

J.  W.  Kent,  — Blanchard,  A.  Steele,  Philo  E.  Brown,  E. 
Thomas,  S.  I.onckev,  I.  M.  I'llller,  W.  .M.  Ferguson.  W. 

P>.  Sloiighter,  I.  C.  Kingsley,  Schuvler  Seager,  Loren  ' 
Stiles,  E.  M.  Buck,  Schuyler  Parker,  Criffin  Smith,  E.  M.  j 
Buck,  H.  K.  Smith,  IP  E.  Ch.imbers,  S.  Hunt,  I.  B. 
Wentworth,  S.  Se.iger.  K.  P.  Jarvis,  J.  X.  Brown,  C.  C. 
Wilber. 

V iiRi^ r cnru.  h. 

1 hr'  Rev.  David  Pmvvn  vv.is  the  lirsl  i'Ier!4vinan  of  the 
Protestant  Episcoi).i|  Church  to  loc.ite  in  Lockport.  He 
I .line  as  a missimury  in  1830.  .Services  were  then  held 
in  the  uppir.'torv  m a bnck  Lnnhiing  on  .Market  street  | 
owned  by  Jud.g'.'  loel  .McCollum,  which  Is  still  .standing. 

! he  l.Uuirs  ui  Mi.  I’uaiwn  vvere  so  ,n  ceplable  and  vie-  | 
velopevl  so  much  interest  lhat  the  members  of  the  con- 
gre.;.ition  resolv  ed.  to  org.mi/e  theniselv  es  into  a parish. 

.\n  Oil  oipoi  itiou  vv ,1s  eit ected  .September  eSth,  183a.  Mr.  i 


Edw.ird  W.  Ravmond  and  Dr.  Josiah  H.  Skinner  were 
elec  ted  wardens,  and  Messrs.  Xathan  Dayton.  Hei'ry 
Walbndge,  Lot  Clark,  Seymour  Scovell,  Ivdward  Pussell, 
Leverett  Bissell,  Joel  .McCollum,  and  George  Kielel  were 
elected  vestrymen.  The  parish  took  the  corporate  name 
of  “The  Rector,  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of 
Christ  Church,  Lockiiort." 

In  1832  a chute  h edifice  was  erected,  and  was  conse- 
crated by  Bishop  B.  T.  Onderdonk  in  the  autumn  of  that 
year.  It  stood  u[)on  the  site  of  the  present  church,  but 
farther  back,  its  front  being  where  the  chancel  of  the 
present  church  is.  It  was  constructed  of  sandstone,  in 
the  Grecian  style  of  architecture,  the  interior  being  nearly 
5([iiare  and  about  as  high  as  wide;  four  large  wooden 
columns  in  front  supported  a wooden  gable,  in  ap[iear- 
ance  very  pretentious,  but  very  iinchiirchly.  It  was  built 
as  a union  meeting-house,  but  funds  falling  short,  appli- 
cation for  aid  to  complete  it  was  made  to  d'rinity  Church, 
X^evv  V'ork.  loan,  which  was  practically  a gift,  was 
granted  on  condition  that  it  be  used  for  Episcopal  serv  ice.-; 
only.  This  condition  was  agreed  to,  and  carried  out.  At 
that  time  about  forty  families  and  thirty-five  communi- 
cants vvere  connected  with  the  parish. 

The  following  clergymen  have  been  successively  rectors 
of  the  church; 

David  Brown,  from  tSgo  to  1833;  Orange  Clark,  fr^i^-i 
1834  to  1S36;  Russell  Wheeler,  from  iS36to  1837;  Eben- 
ezer  PL  Cressey,  from  1837  to  1841;  Origen  P._^olcomb, 
from  October,  1841,  to  .August,  1843;  Erastus  B.  Foote, 
from  October,  1S43,  to  December,  1S45;  Henry  Stanley, 
from  December,  iS[6,  to  1849;  Orlando  F.  Starkey, 
from  PPecember,  1S49,  1855;  .-vndrew  .vl.n.kie,  from 

.April,  1856,  to  1857;  Martin  Moody,  fiom  February, 

1860,  to  Xovember,  i860;  .Albert  C.  Lewis,  from  .-'.ugust, 

1861,  to  July,  1S63;  James  .Abercrombie,  D.  I).,  from 
August,  1S63,  to  .May,  1874;  P'rederic  S.  Hyde,  from 
July,  1S74.  to  .April,  1877. 

It  was  during  the  rectorship  of  the  Rev.  Air.  Starkey 
that  the  present  church  was  erected.  The  plans  and 
sjiecifications  vvere  procured  of  Mr.  Frank  Wills,  of  New 
York.  The  old  edifice  was  inilled  down  and  its  materials 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  new  one.  I'he  corner- 
stone was  laid  early  in  May,  1854,  by  the  Rev.  Henry 
W.  Lee,  D.  D.,  rector  of  St.  Luke's  Church,  Rochester, 
afterwards  Bishop  of  Iowa.  It  was  consecrated  on  Xov- 
ember i6th,  of  the  same  year,  by  Bishop  William  H.  De 
Lancey,  1>.  D.,  LL.D.  It  is  of  btone.  Gothic  in  architec- 
ture ; cost  about  ;^j,ooo,  anvi  will  seat  about  300. 

The  rectory  was  built  during  the  rectorship  of  the 
Rev.  I)r.  .Abercrombie.  It  stanvl.-^  in  the  rear  of  the  church 
on  a lot  the  gift  of  the  Hon.  Washington  Hunt.  It  is  ut 
stone.  Gothic  in  design,  elegant  and  commodion',  .'.nd 
cost  about  jig, 000.  It  was  completevl  and  occui'icv!  in 
Xovember,  1864.  In  18O9  a bell  tor  the  v 1.  ir<  ;i  w,’.-> 
presv'iUed  Ipv  Dr.  B.  1,.  1 )cl.ino,  a former  ]>  iri>h'"ni-r. 

The  Hon.  Washington  Hum,  i.l..  D.,  wa.-^  coiiiie  tul 
with  this  church  from  the  time  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Lockiiort  till  hi^  deatln  Besides  being  a vestrvm.in. 
and  repeatedly  representing  the  [lari.sh  in  the  Cvniv  em.eii 
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in  1S40  tile  amount  realized  therefrom  was  less  than 
jit'oo.  In  1S4S,  being  the  second  year  of  the  rectorship 
,)i  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  I’latt,  the  slips  were  all  rented, 

(he  proceeds  of  which  were  .'91.224.  The  congregation  , 

'■  e.in  to  esperience  incon\ enience  for  want  of  room  in 
toe  church.  In  .\ugust,  1S4S,  Mr.  Platt  tendered  his 
r signation,  but,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  parish- 
I mer^,  withdrew  it.  Huring  the  time  of  the  rector.-,hip  of 
.Mr.  Platt,  a period  of  more  than  thirteen  years,  the  most 
Lindly  relations  e.visted  between  him  and  the  parish,  and 
the  church  steadily  in<  teased  in  numbers  and  prosperity. 

In  1S52  the  im  ' mvenience  for  want  of  room  had  in- 
ihiced  competition  in  the  renting  of  slips  to  such  an  ex- 
I21U  that  some,  being  unable  to  procure  sittings,  or  be- 
. uming  offended  by  such  cimi|jetition,  left  the  congrega- 
tion. 'Pile  suliject  of  enlarging  the  church  edifice  was 
.igain  brought  up;  committees  were  ap[Kjinted  to  inquire  1 
into  the  matter,  and  to  devise  ways  and  means  by  wTich 
this  great  incon\ enience  could  be  obviated.  After  much 
discussion  and  deliberation  was  had  u]>on  the  subject,  the 
vestry  on  the  igtli  day  of  March,  1852,  resolved  to  pur- 
chase a lot  and  build  a new  church  thereon.  According- 
!\  the  location  on  the  corner  of  (jenesee  and  Cottage 
streets  was  selected,  and  the  large  and  elegant  church  edi- 
fice now  thereon  was  built.  The  building  is  of  stone, 
seventy-tw'o  feet  in  front,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  deep'  has  a capacity  to  seat  five  hundred  persons, 
and,  including  the  lot,  cost  about  .'820,000.  The  vestry 
resolved  that  the  money  therefor  be  raised  by  strbscrip- 
tions,  payable  in  installments;  that  when  completed  per- 
manent valuations  be  put  upon  the  slips;  that  subscrip- 
tions, when  paid,  should  entitle  the  subscribers  to  apply 
the  amount  thereof  towards  the  purchase  of  permanent 
leases  of  slips,  subject  to  an  annua!  tax  of  not  more  than 
ten  per  cent,  upon  such  valuations,  and  subject  also  to  ' 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  vestry  may,  from  time  ! 
to  time,  prescribe;  and  that  the  vestry  would  not  proceeci 
further  therein  unless  good  subscrijuions  therefor  should 
be  secured  to  the  amount  of  $12,500  before  the  first  day 
of  June  then  iext.  Gillett  Bacon,  (ieorge  W.  Davis  and 
Sullivan  Caverno  were  aiipointed  a committee  to  solicit 
subscriptions,  and  in  time,  largely  through  the  persever-  | 
ence  of  Mr.  Caverno,  good  subscriptions  were  obtained 
to  an  amount  gre. Iter  th.in  that  iirescribed  by  the  vestry. 

■\  large  amount  was  also  promised  on  which  the  com- 
mittee thought  it  would  be  safe  to  rely. 

In  Xovember,  1852,  the  work  of  building  the  new 
( hurch  was  commenced.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  ' 
the  2nd  of  May,  1853,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Prot  ; 
I'-it-int  Episcopal  (.'bun  h.  This  stmie  was  a cube,  meas- 
uring twenty  inches  on  e:ic!i  surface,  and  was  laid  at  the 
-iiutheast  ( orner  of  the  1 hancel  wall.  It  was  marked  | 

with  a cro^s  on  the  uiiiier  surf.ice;  a Greek  cross,  in.  j 

M-ed,  and  Rom.in  numerals  d, .'noting  the  year,  on  the  I 

■ luih  tacc;  and  a Greek  cross  inci->c'tl  on  the  east  face  ' 

An  (ipening  n ,is  m.ule  on  the  north  .side,  and  in  the 
'.uity,  whiih  was  .itierward  closed  v.ith  a marble  slab.  ! 
A.1-,  depositei!  ,t  leaden  box,  soldered,  which  containcj  ; 
h--  < U'.tomary  p.iper-^,  etc.  I he  t hurch  w.is  finished,  and 


the  use  and  right  of  occupation  of  the  slips  were  sold  on 
the  i2th  of  March,  1S55.  Divine  services  were  thereafter 
held  in  the  new  church.  The  purchase  of  the  new  site 
and  the  building  of  the  edifice  again  involved  the  jtarish 
in  debt,  which,  however,  was  removed  in  a few  \ ears.  Its 
consecration  was  delayed  until  the  12th  of  August.  1857, 
in  consequence  of  a rule  which  the  bishop  had  adojitcd, 
that  no  church  should  be  consecrated  until  all  legal  in- 
cumbrances thereon  were  removed.  To  encourage  the 
removal  of  incumbrances  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Platt,  in 
addition  to  a liberal  subscription,  refused  to  accept  an 
increase  of  his  salary,  w'hich  had  recently  been  raised 
from  $t,ooo  to  $1,200. 

When  the  church  was  completed,  nearly  every  slip,  ex- 
cept those  that  were  reserved  as  free  sittings,  was  rented. 
The  number  of  communicants  has  been  increased  from 
about  twenty  to  five  hundred  and  twenty-five;  the  num- 
ber of  families  belonging  to  the  congregation  from  about 
forty  to  tw'O  hundred  and  fifty;  the  average  attendance 
on  the  services  from  about  fifty  to  three  hundred;  the  an- 
nual slip  rents  from  about  $700  to  $3,870;  the  annual 
salary  of  the  rector  from  .$500  to  $2,260.  In  number  of 
families  and  number  of  communicants,  Grace  Church 
parish  stands  higher  than  any  other  parish  in  the  diocese. 
The  office  of  deaconess,  as  an  assistant  to  the  rector,  has 
been  created,  and  Miss  Harriet  M.  Dayton  now  holds 
that  office  at  a salary  of  $250  a year. 

The  Honorable  Peter  D.  Walter  is  and  for  twenty-six 
years  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
Under  his  efficient  and  popular  administration,  the  school 
has  been  increased  in  number  from  about  thirty  to  two 
hundred  and  sixty  scholars.  It  now  comprises  ten  officers, 
twenty-four  teachers,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty  cate- 
chumens and  scholars.  The  average  attendance  is  more 
than  two  hundred. 

The  value  of  the  church  edifice  and  furniture  is  not 
less  than  $35,000;  that  of  the  rectory  $6,000,  subject  to 
a mortgage  of  $1,200. 

In  addition  to  $3,870  slip  rents,  above  mentioned,  there 
was  raised,  during  the  past  year,  by  the  Ladies'  Guild  of 
Grace  church,  toward  church  repairs  $1,200,  and  by  of- 
ferings for  parochial,  diocesan,  and  general  objects,  about 
$2,000,  amounting  in  all  to  about  $7,070. 

The  names  of  the  clergymen,  the  order  of  their  suc- 
cession, and  the  time  of  their  admini.-^tration  or  rectorsliip 
respectively,  are  as  follows; 

Rev.  Beardsley  Northrup.  minister,  from  October  12th 
1S35,  to  March  9th,  1836;  Rev.  George  Denison,  minis- 
ter, from  July  1st,  1S37,  to  December,  1S41;  Rev.  Lloyd 
Windsor,  rector,  from  February  13th.  1842,  to  June  24tli, 
1846;  Rev.  Charles  H.  Platt,  rector,  fiom  Jul\  ig'li.  1846, 
to  December  21st,  1S59;  Rew  '•\’illi;un  A.  Matson.  D.  D., 
rector,  from  May  ist,  1S60,  to  Septemlier  i-t,  i8((U;  Kev. 
L.iwrence  S.  Stevens,  rector,  from  Septemlier  ist.  1806, 
to  October  ist,  1S70;  Rev.  Charles  G.  Giiiit,  Ph.  D..  rec- 
tor, from  December  18th,  1870,  to  Octo!>er  I'l.  '875: 
Rev.  Foster  l•'.ly,  D.D.,  rector,  from  December  i5tli.  i ''75. 
to  the  present  time. 

The  names  of  the  wardens,  the  order  of  tlieir  sm  ces- 
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sion,  ant!  their  term  of  office,  respectively,  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Edward  W.  Raymond  from  I'elirunrv  9th,  to 

April  i>t,  1S40;  [olin  ll.iL^lcy  from  February  9th,  1^35. 
to  Mar<  h jSih,  1S37;  Hezekiah  Thomas  from  March 
a8ih,  i '37,  to  April  17th,  1838;  Flezekiali  Scovel 

from  April  17th,  (<838,  to  May  25th.  1855;  Oeor^e  W . 
Merchant  from  April  ist,  1840,  to  April  i8th,  1S43;  Fdias 
Ransom  from  April  iSth,  1843,  to  April  loth,  i860;  James 
Ferguson  from  June  aad,  1855,  to  April  14th,  1857; 
Sullivan  Caverno  from  April  14th.  1S57,  to  April  6th, 
1858;  Peter  1).  Walter  from  April  6th,  1S58,  to  the 
present  time;  James  Ferguson  from  April  loth,  1S60,  to 
Ajrril  2d,  1861;  I’eleg  P>.  Peckluim  from  April  2d,  1861^ 
to  April  22d,  1862;  Samuel  X.  Edwards  from  April  22d, 
1862,  to  April  7th,  1863;  D.  F'owler  Bishop  from  April 
7th,  1863,  to  the  jmesent  time. 

The  Reverend  Foster  Ely,  D.  D.,  rector;  Hon.  Peter 
D.  Walter  and  D.  Fowler  Bishop,  AF  D.,  wardens;  and 
Timothy  E.  F'dlsworth,  Thomas  X".  Van  Valkenburgh, 
John  E.  Pound,  John  Hodge,  F reeman  FI.  Mott,  Samuel 
Rogers,  George  C.  Green,  and  William  FP  Jenney,  vestry- 
men, compose  the  present  vestry. 

THE  UXIVERS.VI.IST  CHURCH. 

The  doctrine  of  God’s  impartial  grace  was  first  pro- 
claimed in  Lockport  by  missionary  efforts  as  early  as  1835, 
but  the  names  of  the  preachers  of  that  time  have  been 
forgotten.  The  first  preacher  of  whom  any  record  can  be 
obtained  was  Rev.  Job  Potter,  though  Rev.  Luther  Knapp 
also  preached  in  the  then  village,  but  at  what  time  the 
records  do  not  disclose.  Rev.  Job  Potter  was  in  the 
village  in  the  winter  of  1836  and  1S37,  and  held  meetings 
in  the  court-house  which  resulted,  soon  after,  in  the 
formation  of  a society  under  the  name  of  the  First  L’^ni- 
versalist  Society  of  Lockport;  but  for  some  cause  un- 
known at  this  time  some  of  the  members  lost  their  interest, 
and  finally  the  attempt  to  sustain  preaching  was  abandon- 
ed for  a time.  Those  who  were  the  real  friends  and  ad- 
vocates of  the  doctrines  of  the  Universalist  chtirch.  then 
everywhere  spoken  against,  were  discouraged  and  dis- 
heartened by  the  failure  of  their  efforts,  and  in  this  con- 
dition affairs  remained  until  early  in  the  summer  of  1841, 
when  Rev.  Charles  Hammond,  a preacher  of  considerable 
ability,  afterwards  editor  of  a Universalist  paper,  called 
The  Western  Luminary,  published  at  Rochester,  came  to 
the  village  “ determined,”  to  use  his  own  words,  ” to  make 
a trial  ” and  see  what  could  be  done  for  the  cause  of 
truth  as  he  understood  if.  The  friends  of  the  cause, 
though  discouraged  and  buidened  with  a debt  incurred  in 
their  jirevious  efforts,  came  together  at  his  call  and  again 
hired  the  court-house,  and  held  several  meetings,  r'eel- 
ing  encouraged  by  the  attendance  at  the  services,  the 
meetings  were  continued..  Being  at  last  refused 
the  use  of  the  couri-house,  they  hired  a hall  tliat 
would  seat  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  con- 
tinued their  meetings  uj)on  every  alternate  Sun<iav. 
In  F'ebruary,  1842,  the  Conference  of  the  Xiagara  Asso- 
ciation" of  Uni\ er-iali.->ts  met  in  the  village,  the  Methodist 


j church  being  engaged  for  the  services  during  ih.e  • > 
j days' session  of  the  association.  A niimber  of  1 on-. cr: 
were  made  to  the  faith  in  universal  salvation,  ami  ,m  ufi 
in  the  bond  of  church  fellowshi]).  .About  thi-,  time 
hall  occui)ied  for  religious  worship  [jroved  too  simdl  • , 
accommodate  the  congregation,  and  they  moved  to  1-  ran'k- 
lin  Hall. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  .April,  of  the  same  ve.ir.  •> 
society  was  organized  in  accordance  with  an  act  pa--,  ’ 
in  183 1,  entitled  ” .An  act  for  the  incorporatiem  of  relicu 
societies,”  and  the  following  named  persons  were  elo  ted 
as  trustees,  to  serve  in  classes  as  the  act  provided:  1 - 
one  year,  Daniel  .A.  Van  Valkenburgh.  Harlow  V.  Wo-'d; 
for  two  years,  Samuel  C.  Stevens,  F)avid  S.  Crandall:  f^  r 
three  years,  Stephen  B.  FJallou,  .Abial  Eastman,  (in  the 
fith  day  of  May,  1842,  Elliott  Lewis  and  Sam-uel  C 
Stevens  appeared  before  Judge  Elias  Ransom  and  certi- 
fied to  the  act  of  incorporation.  Steps  were  immediateh, 
taken  toward  building  a meeting-house.  .A  lot  on  the 
corner  of  Church  and  Ontario  streets  was  [ntrehased  at  .. 
cost  of  $800.  The  records  do  not  state  when  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building  was  begun  or  when  the  corner-stone 
was  laid.  There  were  various  delays  in  the  work.  Rev. 
Mr.  Hammond  closed  his  labors  with  the  society,  and  i.n 
the  spring  of  1843  they  called  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Bunker. 
During  his  pastorate  the  church  was  completed  and  dedi- 
cated in  the  fall  of  1843. 

Rev.  S.  R.  Smith,  late  of  Buffalo,  preached  the  dedic-i- 
tory  sermon.  Mr.  Bunker  continued  with  the  societv 
until  December,  1844;  then  there  was  a period  of  sup[ilics. 
until  in  April,  1845,  Uriah  Clark,  a young  man,  was 
called  to  the  pastorate,  and  was  ordained  to  the  work  i;: 
the  ministry  in  the  church  at  Lockport,  May  23rd,  1845. 
Rev.  S.  R.  Smith  preaching  the  ordination  sermon.  The 
records  are  silent  as  to  the  length  of  time  he  ser\'ed  th.e 
society,  but  probably  about  fifteen  months.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded for  a portion  of  a year  by'  his  brother,  Rew 
George  Clark.  After  this  the  society  called  Rev.  J.  I. 
Austin,  and  he  remained  about  six  years.  A good  degree 
of  prosperity  was  enjoyed  under  this  pastorate.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Xelson  Snell,  now  of  Rochester.  ’I'i  .- 
pastorate  e.vtended  from  1854  to  1862.  In  Xovember. 
1862,  Rev.  Richmond  Fisk,  jr.,  now  of  Syracuse,  became 
]>astor  of  the  church.  Flis  pastorate  extended  over  .’. 
period  of  great  political  excitement,  and  a sermon  [.reach- 
ed by  him  on  the  eve  of  the  second  election  of  Abra’’. 
Lincoln  to  the  presidency  of  the  F’nited  Stales  t!i\ :de.l 
the  society;  a large  number  left  the  church  and  en- 
tered other  communions,  and  the  church  has  never  u;  X 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  that  division.  In  .\ug''-:. 
1865,  Mr.  Fisk  was  followed  by  Rev.  E.  M'.  Re\nnh:-. 
who  remained  only  eight  months.  The  next  [ucto;  . - 
! Rev.  \\’illiam  X.  A'an  De  Mark,  who  begun  his  lal'or-  i'> 
.-Vugust,  1866,  and  closed  them  in  .April,  i860.  Da';'  - 

j his  pastorate  the  church  building  w.ts  rem 'd-  '■ 

! and  enlargetl  at  an  exjiense  of  al-o'.;:  .s  -. 

I He  was  a man  of  much  power  as  a s[ie...--  • 

! and  drew  together  a l.irge  and  admiring  ct>n,i 

j gation.  He  was  folK-wed  in  July,  1869.  by  Rev.  I..  D 
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Cook,  an  able  ami  earnest  preache'r.  During  his  pastor- 
ate a large  number  of  persons  united  with  the  society,  the 
ac(  ession  of  ni  enbers  bein_;  greater  than  under  any  pre- 
\'ious  pastor,  lie  reinameil  about  two  years,  ami  after  a 
season  of  candid.iting,  during  wliieh  many  men  of  note 
were  heard.  Rev.  Cliarles  I''.  Lee,  now  editor  of  Tlu  Lhris- 
tiiui  Lt'diler,  a L’niversalist  paj)er  [)ubli.slied  at  L tica,  was  . 
iralled  to  the  pastorate.  He  began  his  labors  September 
29th.  I. S 7 2,  and  resigned  in  December,  1873.  Although 
a young  man,  he  possessed  marked  abilities  as  a speaker 
and  sermoni/er,  and  was  well  liked  by  his  people,  who 
parted  with  him  with  more  than  ordinary  regret.  His 
immetliate  suci  c>sor  was  Rev.  H.  B.  .Stnith,  now  of 
Stoughton,  .M.i-^s.ichusetts,  who  came  January  ist,  1874, 
and  remained  until  June,  1S76.  .After  a month’s  in- 
terim, during  which  time  the  puljiit  was  su]tplied  by 
Rev.  .V.  1‘.  Reiss,  a student  from  the  Canton  Theo- 
logical School,  Rev.  George  .Adams  was  called,  and 
becanie  pastor  of  the  society  July  ist,  1876,  and  re- 
mained thirteen  months.  .After  this,  with  the  e.xcep- 
tion  of  an  occasional  supply,  the  church  was  closed 
until  April,  1878.  December  23rd,  1S77,  the  present  pas- 
tor, Miss  E.  E.  Bartlett,  preached  to  a small  congregation. 
She  preached  again  January  20th,  1878,  and  for  three 
successive  Sundays  in  February,  when  she  was  unani- 
mously called  to  the  ytastorate  of  the  society,  and  she 
began  her  labors  .April  7th,  1878.  Miss  Bartlett  is  a 
native  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  a graduate  of.  the 
Theological  School  at  Canton,  St.  Lawrence  county, 
N.  Y.  This  completes  the  list  of  j)astors  of  this  society, 
extending  over  a period  of  forty  years.  The  present 
olficial  control  of  the  societ\-  is  vested  in  a board  of  six 
trustees,  as  follows:  J.  M.  Chrysler,  J.  B.  Bovee,  Freder- 
ick Crosby,  John  McCue,  J.  S.  Breyfogle,  John  Reando; 
clerk,  J.  Dunham;  treasurer,  C.  C.  Barker. 

.A  Sunday-school  was -organi/ed  in  1841,  and  has  con- 
tinued with  varying  success  since  that  time.  It  is  now- 
in  a healthful  and  growing  condition.  The  first  pastor 
received  a salar_\'  of  .S500.  Others  have  received  as  high 
as  .^IjSoo.  The  society  has  always  been  burdened  with 
more  or  less  debt.  Efforts  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  to  cancel  the  indebtedness,  though  without  suc- 
cess; but  at  present  the  outlook  is  hopeful,  and  the  end 
so  much  to  be  desired  by  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  church  seems  likely  to  be  attained. 

ST.  JOHN'  IIIK.  H.M’llsr,  KOM.W  (.'.aiHOLIC. 

1 his  church  li.’s  existed  o\  er  torty  years  ; its  history 
is  the  history  of  the  Cathidii  (.'luin  h in  Lockport.  The 
first  stone  of  .8t.  John's  Chur,  h was  laid  in  .\ugust,  1834. 

A brother  ot  James  .Mooney,  ot  Lockport.  had  the  job  of 
building,  and  by  ( 'hristm.is  the  walls  were  up,  the  roof 
on,  ani.1  tliough  the  window  s were  boartled  up,  and  there 
was  no  floor,  the  members  then  attcntled  mass  in  the 
new  church. 

I he  land  on  \.  hich  it  stands  was  donated  b\’  Edw  ard 
Bissell  and  ibm.  Joel  .McCollum,  and  Lyman  A.  Spald- 
ing g.ive  .1  lot  in  another  [.art  of  the  town,  wliich  w.is 


sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  paying  for  the  bal.iU'  • 
the  church  ground. 

The  stone  was  .juarried  on  the  bank  of  the  creek 
where  George’  .Stainthroii’s  house  now  stands.  The  c ut 
stone  corners  of  the  front  were  supplied  by  men  wh  i 
worked  on  the  rock  sections  of  the  canal  enlargem.  nt, 
the  contractors  generously  permitting  them  to  select  such 
' stones  as  they  chose. 

I'hese  masons  and  stone  cutters  would  give  a dav  c r 
I two’s  work,  occasionally.;  others  would  send  a load  of 
! lime  or  sand,  others  would  assist  as  laborers,  while  a few 
donated  money.  One  Scotch  Catholic,  living  on  the  ridg.j, 
j gave  .'5150,  and  it  was  to  gratify  his  whim  that  the  rear  of 
j the  original  building  was  constructed  in  a semicircuhir 
1 shape,  giving  a curious  appearance  to  it  as  seen  from 
bjlow-  the  hill.  Something  less  than  ,‘§200  was  collecte.l 
1 in  New  A'ork  city.  The  roof  was  put  on  by  Colonel  Mane--, 
j Previous  to  Christmas  a priest,  whose  name  we  have  not 
! ascertained,  came  once  a month  to  say  mass  in  the  court- 
house. Now-  Father  Managan  came  to  be  the  resident 
pastor  of  the  little  flock. 

The  little  congregation  was  divided — the  men  on  one 
side,  the  w-omen  on  the  other.  One  old  lady  states  th.it 
they  would  kneel  upon  a flat  stone  to  keep  them  from 
contact  with  the  ground.  A few-  seats  w-ere  supplied  bv 
using  the  plank  that  had  done  service  as  scaffolding. 
F’ather  Managan’s  stay  was  not  long,  and  but  few  remi- 
niscences of  his  pastorate  are  preserved.  F'ather  Custelh.- 
was  the  second  resident  priest  of  St.  John’s,  an  ener- 
getic, learned,  and  influential  man,  w-orking  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  congregation.  It  w-as  discovered,  itow  - 
ever,  early  in  1842,  that  he  had  a Protestant  wife  in  town, 
to  whom  he  had  been  married  in  Buffalo  by  a justice  of 
the  peace,  six  months  before  the  discovery.  There  wa-> 
living  in  Rochester  a fine  old  priest.  Rev.  Bernard  O’- 
Reilly, afterwards  second  bishop  of  Hartford,  Connec  ti- 
cut,  wno  was  a sort  of  vicar-general  for  western  New 
A^ork,  and  who  was,  even  then,  spoken  of  by  old  residents 
as  Bishop  O’Reilly.  Fie  was  immediately  communicated 
with,  and  the  matter  laid  before  him.  The  following 
Sunday  he  appeared  in  Lockport.  bringing  with  him  t'lo 
third  priest  of  St.  John’s, Father  McMullen,  a newly  ord.ain- 
ed  ecclesiastic,  who  then  commenced  a long  and  hcnoia'.le 
! course  of  service  and  whose  name  is  held  in  reverence 
and  benediction  until  this  day.  Father  Costello  wa<  de- 
graded from  the  priesthood  and  permitted  to  quietly 
depart. 

hie  had  commenced  and  carried  well  forward  the  erec- 
tion of  the  fine,  substantial  stone  house  nearlv  o]'p  "ite 
to  the  church,  which  was  designated  as  a pastor.il  rc';- 
! dence.  This  jirojierty  was  held  in  his  wife's  n.une.  .'.nd 
when  his  action  was  discovered  she  exchanged  it  f r 
farm  in  the  West,  to  which  place  she  and  her  p.irenm  ri  - 
moved.  'Phis  house  is  now  the  tasteful  residence  "f  :1  ; 
family  of  the  late  judge  1 amont. 
j Father  .McMullen's  jiastorate  extended*  ■..■•>er  .11.-.  ! 

I seven  years  and  a half,  beginning  with  .Marci-.,  i'-;.-. 

during  which  time  the  clmrch  was  enlarged  to  it.-  pre  i 
1 si/e.  Previous  to  enlarging  the  church  the  j.;’:':' 
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h(;iiso  was  built.  \Viicu  I'athcr  McMullen  came  lif  | 

boarded  at  a hotel,  which  was  so  inconvenient  that  the  ! 

j)eoj)le  uniteil  to  build  tlie  stejne  huu.-.e  on  the  site  of  the 
present  residence,  .\fter  the  aildiliun  ut  the  church  was"  j 
( ompleted  it  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  Timon,  who  had  ' 
recently  entered  upon  his  ej.iscopal  duties.  'I'he  con-  j 
gregation  continued  to  increase,  and  the  pastor  discharged 
his  duties  acceptably.  His  successor,  Father  McEvoy. 
came  to  I,ock[)ort  in  October,  1S50,  and  remained  only 
two  years.  He  had  a large  and  flourishing  congregation. 

He  formed  a total  abstinence  society,  and  exerted  himself 
to  forward  his  parishioners  in  the  spiritual  life.  Rev.  M. 
Creedon  assumed  the  pastoral  charge  in  October,  1S52, 
and  continued  four  years.  He  was  an  educated,  gentle-  1 
manlv  man,  a good  speaker,  and  of  a social,  genial  turn.  i 

He  was  a faithful,  zealous  priest,  highly  regarded  by  his 
people  and  resp.ected  in  die  community.  During  his 
term  of  office  the  Know-Xothing  party  was  in  existence,  ! 

and  a story  was  started  that  the  Catholics  were  secretly  j 

collecting  arms  and  ammunition,  which  they  intended  j 

using  to  overpower  the  Protestants.  It  was  definitely  | 

stated  that  the  basement  of  St.  John’s  Church  was  the  1 

depot  for  such  articles  in  Lockport.  So  high  did  the  | 

excitement  run  during  a political  campaign,  that  a depu-  j 

tation  of  Know-X'othings  waited  upon  Father  Creedon  to  f 

ascertain  if  any  such  deposit  of  weapons  had  been  made. 
They  were  civilly  received,  and  shown  through  the 
church  premises,  when  they  departed  satisfied  that  the  | 
report  was  a slander.  I 

Not  long  after,  one  Sunday  evening,  the  church  took  | 
fire  from  the  furnace,  but  by  timely  and  well  directed  ef‘ 
forts  the  fire  w?,s  easily  subdued. 

One  Sunday  afternoon  in  the  fall  of  1856,  P'ather  Cree. 

. don  called  a meeting  of  the  parishioners  to  consider  some  j 

subject  which  he  wished  to  bring  before  them.  They  j 

convened  in  the  basement,  in  which  he  had  two  flourish-  ] 

ing  schools,  supported  by  voluntary  monthly  collections. 
The  matter  to  be  considered  was  the  building  of  a new  I 
church — the  initiatory  steps  for  the  construction  of  the  i 
present  St.  Patrick’s.  It  was  favorably  considered,  pledges 
of  aid  were  given,  and  Father  Creedon  introduced  his 
successor — Father  Bede — to  whom  the  task  of  building 
was  committed. 

Father  Bede  officiated  as  priest  until  1S60,  carrying  for-  | 
ward  the  construction  of  the  new  edifice  in  the  mean- 
time, when  he  was  removed  to  Pdmira,  where  he  afterward 
died. 

His  successor  was  Father  Gleason,  the  present  vicar- 
general  of  the  diocese  of  Buffalo.  Under  his  adminis- 
tration, the  new  ( hurch  on  Church  street  was  comjjleted,  • 
and  consecrated  by  Bishop  Tinon,  under  the  invocation 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  the  church  on  Cliestnut  street 
being  given  u[i  to  the  Sisters  of  St.  Mary  for  a school, 
they  having  just  arrived  from  Belgium. 

The  sisters  resided  in  the  priest's  house,  and  used 
the  church  for  a si  hool-room,  the  pews  having  been  re- 
moved. I 

In  iSd6  the  bishop  decided  to  le-opcn  the  old  church.  i 

the  sisters  having  purchased  the  land  on  wldch  their 


academy  is  located  on  Church  street,  and  remo\ed  to  d,.- 
frame  house  then  standing  upon  it.  There  was  doubt  .1-, 
to  whether  the  sisters  could  use  the  old  church  for  a 
school,  as  the  land  on  which  it  stood  was  originally  do- 
nated  to  the  Catholics  of  Lockport  for  a Catholic  churcli ; 
if  it  ceased  to  be  used  for  a church,  it  would  jjrobably  re- 
vert to  its  original  donors,  or  their  heirs. 

Besides,  it  was  apparent  that  one  church  was  not 
enough  to  contain  the  English-speaking  Catholics  of  the 
parish. 

Father  Quigley  was  sent  to  say  mass  in  the  old  church, 
and  to  gather  the  nucleus  of  a congregation  in  that  part 
of  the  town.  Repairs  of  the  old  church  were  commenced, 
but  Father  Quigley  stayed  only  a few  months,  the  bishoji 
transferring  him  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since  remained. 

Father  Fitzpatrick  succeeded  him.  He  was  a young 
man,  and  also  staid  but  a short  time.  Under  his  admin- 
istration repairs  were  continued,  a new  roof  being  put  on 
and  new  pews  built. 

Father  Byrnes  came  in  1867.  He  had  the  walls  fres- 
coed, a new  altar  erected,  and  the  interior  put  into  a re- 
spectable shape.  In  the  meaiitime  an  organ  had  been 
procured,  which  is  still  in  use.  Soon  after  Father  PSyrnes's 
arrival.  Bishop  Timon  came  and  rededicated  the  old 
church,  restoring  to  it  the  former  name  of  St.  John's,  and 
giving  the  name  of  St.  Patrick’s  to  the  edifice  on  Church 
street. 

In  1869  Father  Byrnes  was  transferred  to  Rochester, 
where  he  died  recently,  and  Father  Mulholland  came  from 
Seneca  Falls  in  his  place.  He  ap[)lied  himself  assiduous- 
ly to  his  duties,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
church  prosper  under  his  pastoral  care.  He  was  plain 
and  unostentatious,  a firm  friend,  and  zealous  for  the 
honor  of  religion.  He  spent  five  years  in  the  faithful 
service  of  St.  John’s. 

One  of  his  last  works  was  the  rebuilding  of  the  pastoral 
residence.  The  church  basement  had  previously  been 
put  in  order  for  the  use  of  the  school. 

On  the  evening  of  the  last  Saturday  of  X’ovember,  1S73. 
as  he  was  going  from  the  church,  where  he  had  been  hear- 
ing confessions,  to  take  his  tea,  by  a misstep  on  the  stair- 
way leading  to  his  dining-room  he  was  precipitated  to  tlie 
bottom,  striking  his  head  against  the  door  frame  there  and 
fracturing  his  skull.  He  was  taken  up  insensible,  and 
remained  so  until  his  death,  which  took  place  about  mid- 
night on  the  following  Sunday.  His  funeral  wasattendetl 
by  many  of  his  brother  clergymen  and  by  a great  con- 
course of  people.  He  was  interred  in  the  new  Catholic 
cemetery  on  Gooding  street. 

On  the  death  of  P'ather  Mtdholland  the  bishop  sen: 
Rev.  Edward  Kelly  from  Buffalo  to  take  temporary  charge 
of  the  parish.  P’ather  Kelly  at  once  endeared  h.imself  to 
the  people  by  his  earnest  labors  for  their  welfare,  and  by 
his  plain  and  instructi\e  discourses.  In  June.  1879.  he 
rettirned  to  P.uffalo  ti)  resume  his  duties  as  chancellor  < i 
the  diocese. 

Rev.  Matthew  J.  D.ircy,  tite  present  incumbent,  w.i' 
transferred  from  Bath  immediately  on  the  retirement  ot 
P'ather  Kelly.  He  soon  ewt  iblished  his  reputation  as  .in 
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cncrjietic  and  zealous  priest,  an  earnest  and  eftective 
speaker,  and  an  able  finam  ier.  I'mler  his  administration 
the  eluirch  indebtedness  !i. is  lieen  nearly  caneelled. 

Father  Darcy  made  a visit  to  his  jiarents  in  lrc.Iand  in 
1875,  and  remained  absent  about  four  month'  His 
place  was  filled  during  his  absence  by  Rev.  J.  L.  O Reilley, 
now  of  Middleport,  N'.V. 

Hiram  'T.  McCollum  and  Lawrence  J.  MeParlin,  jr., 
are  trustees  of  the  church  at  jiresent.  'The  latter  gentle- 
man inaugurated  the  system  of  giving  receipts  and  state- 
ments for  peu  rents,  which  no  doubt  will  be  followed  by 
the  other  ( bun  lies. 

Rev.  Father-  Oh-a-on,  O’Farre!  and  J.  Cannon  have 
been  the  |).i-tors  of  .St.  I’atrick’s  Church  since  its  forma- 
tion from  St.  John's. 

From  the  latter  has  also  been  formed  .St.  Mary’s  Parish, 
for  the  German  Catholics  of  the  city,  who  have  a neat 
frame  edifice  on  Buffalo  street. 

FIRST  FRFE  CONG  REG -A.T10N  A L. 

This  church  was  brought  into  existence  in  consequence 
of  adverse  opinion  as  to  the  line  of  policy  and  conduct 
to  be  observed  in  the  government  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Lock[)ort.  An  attempt  to  harmonize 
these  difficulties  seemed  quite  futile,  and  separation  fi- 
nally became  the  inevitable  result.  The  dissenters  re- 
quested letters  of  dismissal  from  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  would  allow  them  to  form  themselves  into 
a separate  society.  These  were  granted,  and  they  pro- 
ceeded to.organize  a Congregational  < hurch.  A meeting 
for  this  purpose  was  called  on  the  7th  of  June,  183S,  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Xott,  of  Buffalo.  Cpwards 
of  forty  letters  were  presented,  and  by  a resolution  the 
bearers  were  formed  into  a body  denominated  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Lock[>ort,  adopting  a constitu- 
tion which  embraced  the  articles  of  faith  and  form  of 
government  agreeable  to  their  principles. 

On  the  ifith  of  August  following  the  society  leased  the 
third  story  of  a sto^e  on  Main  street,  at  an  annual  rent  of 
$100,  where  the  meeting-,  were  held.  The  society  en- 
gaged Rev.  William  Bacon  as  a stated  supply.  The  mem- 
bers at  the  time  of  the  organization  numbered  forty-five, 
which  number  was  increasei.1  to  ninety-two  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  about  six  month-)  later. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  iSgQ,  a committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  select  a suitable  piece  ot  grouml  upon  which  to 
erect  a house  for  wor-hip.  Tlie  site  ^elected  was  on  the 
corner  of  Church  and  Niagara  streets.  It  was  inirchascd 
of  Mrs.  Millard,  anfl  on  the  20th  of  May,  1S39,  the  trus- 
tees were  instructed,  to  build  the  church.  It  was  con- 
structed of  lime  stone,  tittv  by  seventy-five  feet,  and  was 
so  far  completed  that  tlie  c ongregation  met  for  religious 
services  within  its  walls  for  the  first  time  on  the  12th  t'f 
Januarv,  1,840.  'The  societv  Irul  at  this  lime  increased 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  members.  Though  Mr.  Bacon 
was  not  settled  as  a pastor  he  remained  as  a supjilv  until 
.August,  1841.  Wasliingion  Roosevelt  wa.i  afterward 
eng.iged.  for  an  indeliuite  time,  and  remained  until  Ma\, 
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1842.  William  F’.  Curry  was  then  called  to  the  [>astorate, 
and  remained  till  August  7th,  1S44. 

On  the  iithof  January,  1 844,  a committee  w, is  appoint- 
ed to  report  on  the  obligations  of  the  church  in  regard  to 
slavery.  The  reqiort  denounced  the  institution  in  very 
bitter  terms,  declaring  it  the  work  of  darkness;  and  a 
I resolution  was  shortly  after  adojited  refusing  to  receive 
into  membership  or  communion  any  person  who  justified 
it.  This  measure  caused  no  division  in  the  church,  as 
opposition  to  slai  ery  was  one  of  the  causes  which  actuated 
the  original  members  in  separating  from  the  Pre-byteriau 
I church.  After  the  departure  of  Mr.  Curry  the  church 
was  without  a settled  pastor  until  the  15th  of  January, 
1845,  when  the  Rev.  Fldgar  Perkins,  who  had  been  ' 

' supply  for  about  two  months,  was  called  to  the  pastorate. 
He  was  ordained  on  the  25th  of  June  following,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Edward  AV.  Gillman,  who  was 
called  on  the  15th  of  October,  1849. 

On  the  2d  of  N^ovember,  1S54,  the  church  edifice  wa^ 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  society  received  but  Si,occ  from 
I insurance,  and  was  at  the  same  time  twice  that  sum  in 
debt.  Only  a week  passed,  however,  before  it  was  re- 
solved to  rebuild,  and  the  brick  chapel  was  so  speedily 
erected  that  in  January  following  meetings  were  held  in 
it.  The  present  stone  church  was  erected  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  old  one,  at  a cost  of  about  $i6,ccc. 
'The  chapel  cost  about  $1,800. 

Mr.  Gillman  continued  his  pastorate  until  the  17th  of 
June,  1856.  After  this  the  Rev.  F.  AV.  Braums  was  a 
stated  supply  for  six  months,  closing  that  relation  with 
j the  church  on  the  i6th  of  April,  ' 1S57.  The  P-.ev. 
Zacharias  F.ddy  then  acted  as  pastor  for  a few  cveeks. 
when  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Bennett  was  engaged  as  a stated 
supply.  On  the  23d  of  August,  1857,  the  society  ex- 
tended a call  to  Mr.  Bennett  to  become  the  settled  pastor, 
which  he  accepted  and  was  installed  shortly  afterward 
.After  a successful  jiastorate,  extending  over  a jieriod  of 
more  than  thirteen  years,  his  resignation  was  accepted  on 
the  1 2th  of  January,  1871.  At  the  commencement  of 
his  ministry  the  membershij)  of  the  church  was  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty;  it  had  increased  to  near  fi\r 
hundred  at  the  close.  His  successor,  the  Rev.  J.  \A . 
Cooper,  commenced  his  pastorate  on  the  loth  of  Juiv.. 
iS7i,andivas  installed  shortly  after.  In  .August.  1877. 
the  membership  was  rejiorted  to  be  468,  and  that  of  t'-.e 
.Sabbath-school,  inclr.ding  the  Bible  class,  466.  The 
Sabbath-school  was  established  when  the  society  u..- 
first  organized,  and  has  since  been  under  able  super- 
intendents, and  is  in  a very  flourishing  condition.  1 :.v 
pastorate  of  Mr.  Coop-er  closed  on  the  21st  of  Feha 
last,  since  which  time  the  society  has  had  no  re_..'  ' 
jiastor. 

CALVARY  PKESIIY  rF.RIAN. 

The  c.ii\' of  f.ockport,  from  the  first,  has  e\'.-"  l ' '■ 
growth  in  a -uulheasierl)'  liirection  more  tf  . r. 
and  heni'e  most  of  tin.- (.filler  chur'.  hes  .ue  !iot 
located,  .\bout  ten  years  ago,  a religious  -er\  ■ i-  c.  .- 
started  on  Jlunday  afternocm.  < hietly  by  the  eilor'.- 
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a zealous  and  godly  man,  now  deceased,  Mr.  Henry  Har- 
rington, first  in  his  own  house  and  tlien  m tiie  stone  -j 
school-house  on  Soutli  street.  The  city  jia^tors  and  i 
others  alternatetl  in  preaching  there,  so  that  the  ser\  ice 
seldom  failed  from  year  to  year,  and  much  spiritual  good 
was  accomplished.  A few  persons  met  on  May  i'‘h,  1877, 
for  mutual  conference  about  the  interests  of  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  city,  and  concluded 
it  best  to  organize  a society  and  church  upon  the  doctrin- 
al basis  of  the  World’s  Evangelical  A'liance,  and  with  I 
the  Presbyterian  form  of  government,  making  the  officers  j 
elective  for  a specific  term.  On  September  28th  the  1 
South  street  school-house  was  rented  for  one  year,  and  1 
Rev.  E.  P.  Marvin  began  preaching  there  October  7th, 
1877.  Professor  FA  erett  Earle  led  the  singing  and  Miss 
Libbie  Pickard  played  the  organ.  The  room  was  well 
filled,  and  thirty-four  persons  attended  the  first  jirayer- 
meeting,  which  was  held  on  the  following  Thursday  even- 
ing. A Sabbath-school  was  organized,  with  the  following 
officers;  Willard  H Wild,  superintendant;  Edward  G. 
Parker,  assistant  superintendent,  and  Willie  Saraw,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer. 

On  October  23d  a committee  negotiated  with  the  Board 
of  Education  to  purchase  the  school-house  for  $900,  by 
paying  $100  down,  and  the  Calvary  Religious  Society,  or- 
ganized November  2d  consummated  the  bargain.  The  first 
trustees  were  William  Glover,  Charles  R.  Parker,  James 
Dickson,  J.  J.  Winne,  John  Woodyer  and  George  Burch. 
The  building,  24  by  33  feet,  soon  proving  inadequate  to 
the  congregation  and  Sabbath-school,  was  extended  to  50 
feet  in  length  at  an  expense  of  $400,  all  of  which  was 
soon  paid.  The  building  was  dedicated  on  December 
loth,  with  a sermon  by  the  pastor. 

A series  of  meetings  were  held  during  the  winter,  in 
which  25  or  30  persons  were  converted  to  God.  It  was 
then  proposed  to  organize  a church,  and  an  independent 
constitution  was  presented,  with  a confession  of  faith 
and  covenant  based  on  the  doctrines  of  the  Evangelical 
.•Vlliance,  and  these  were  approved  by  the  congregation. 
Upon  ascertaining  afterward  that  nearly  all  the  persons 
who  intended  to  join  the  church  preferred  the  Presby- 
terian order  of  government,  the  society  recommended 
this  instead  of  the  inde[ie;ident  order,  with  the  same  con- 
fession and  covenant. 

Accordingly  a committee  appointed  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Niagara,  consisting  of  Rev.  Robert  Norton  and  Elder 
'fhomas  Scovell,  met  the  congregation  on  Sabbath  even- 
ing, May  5th,  1878,  and  regularly  organized  the  Calvary 
Presbyterian  Church,  with  28  members,  26  joining  on 
profession  of  faith  and  by  letters. 

The  following  officers  were  ele<  ted:  Elders — William 
Glover  and  Willard  H.  Wild;  deacons — James  Dickson, 

J.  J.  Winne  and  George  Burch.  'Phe  sacrament  of  the 
l.ord’s  Sup[)er  was  then  administered. 

Mr.  M.irvin  prca.cheii  his  fir.-t  sermon  in  the  scliool-  ' 
house  on  the  wonderful  character  of  Christ,  from  Isa.  L\. 

6,  and  the  dedication  sermon,  upon  the  household  of  God,  j 
from  Eph.  ii,  19.  Mr.  Norton  preached  the  organization  | 
sermon,  upoir  the  churcli  as  the  body  of  Christ,  from  t t.'or.  | 


xii,  27.  In  May,  187S,  theofficers  of  thesocictv  issue.'.-  - 
following  statements,  in  an  appeal  for  .aid  to  build  .i  ] ' 
brick  chapel,  to  hohl  four  or  five  hundred  |ler^on-. 

“In  the  southeastern  ipiarter  of  the  city  we 
poi)ulation  of  about  2,500  people,  mostly  Anurii  ; 
within  whose  bounds  no  church  edifice  stands.  Inti  • 
ber,  1877,  we  procured  a school-house  and  lot  for  ,s.,- 
paying  $100  down.  This  building,  24  feet  wide-,  v. 
lengthened  to  50  feet,  at  an  expense  of  ,^400.  all  of  ub, 
is  paid.  The  attendance  on  the  preaching  ser\  ices.  1.  1’ 
Marvin  pastor,  has  comfortably  filled  the  room,  and 
Sabbath-school,  Mr.  W.  H.  Wild  sujterintendent.  !•  . 
been  much  straitened  for  room,  the  average  atten-'a-.  • 
having  been  about  170  persons.  We  believe  that  ! 
congregation  and  Sabbath-school  can  be  largelv  incre.-'-  . 
if  we  have  more  room.  * * * \Ve  desire  and  dc-'i.- 

to  make  it  a church  for  the  people,  and  a light-beari;w, 
Christ-witnessing  missionary  body.  We  are  in  fa\or  . • 
free  pews,  congregational  singing,  plainness  and  siirqiiic  - 
ity  of  church  architecture,  dress  and  worship,  the  s.icrc;- 
ness  of  the  sanctuary,  and  only  the  simple  scriptu;-..'. 
method  of  raising  money  for  the  Eord.  We  pav 
current  expenses  as  we  go,  by  weekly  offerings,  th.e 
offering  of  the  month  going  to  the  pastor.” 

FREE  METHODIST. 

A formal  organization  of  a Free  Methodist  class  w,-- 
effected  by  Rev.  C.  D.  Brooks,  of  Pekin,  in  1S62.  w;-.'- 
about  twenty-five  members,  among  whom  were  Lewi- 
Chase  and  wife,  Justus  Southworth  and  wife,  WiHi.;;u 
Pawling  and  wife,  William  R.  Little  and  wife,  J.  I; 
Blosser  and  wife,  D.  Snediker  and  wife,  and  James  P;v. 

Rev.  Levi  Wood  of  this  denomination  had  held  mou-- 
ings  in  private  houses  for  some  time  previous  to  the  «'.r- 
ganization  of  a church.  Jacob  H.  Blosser  was  chosen  ;!■  - 
first  class  leader.  Rev.  C.  D.  Brooks  remained  as  iia-:  t 
one  year,  and  w-as  followed,  in  the  order  named,  by  Ic'-  . 
bod  \Yhite,  i year;  A.  Pheljjs,  3 years  ; George  Vv" 
Marcellus,  2 years;  M.  M.  Downing,  i year;  E.  P.  .Salx..  , 
t year;  A.  B.  Mathewson,  2 years;  G.  W.  Colemar..  • 
year;  Nathaniel  Brown,  i year;  C.  C.  Eggleston,  2 yc.  ' ; 
and  Rev.  William  Manning,  the  present  pastor,  who  v . 
menced  his  labors  iff  September.  1S77. 

Meetings  were  held  in  private  houses  and  public  h...  ■ 
until  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice,  which  w.is  ci  ' 
menced  in  1S65  and  completed  and  dedicated  by  the  K-  ■ 
I).  W.  Thurston,  of  Syracuse,  in  the  spring  of  1866. 
is  built  of  brick,  38  by  68  feet  in  size,  and  cost  a!  ■ 
$5,000. 

'Fhe  present  number  of  members  is  thirty-eight.  ! 
trustees  are  Washington  Carl.  William  R.  White 
Brown.  This  class  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  di.'.trici  ot  ; 
Genesee  conference. 

A Sunday-st  hool  was  tormed  soon  after  the  or.  c 
tion  of  the  chui(  h.  L.  Lewis  was  th.e  tir^t  -u;  .rurw 
The  pre.ient  number  (;f  schol.trs  is  about  thir’y. 

ST.  M.VKv’s  C.l  RXt.VN  < .\t  ll011C. 

St.  Marv’s  German  Catholic  Clniia  b w.i>  uig.  • 
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Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us 
We  can  make  our  lives  sublime, 
And,  departing,  leave  behind  us 
Fuot-prints  on  the  sands  of  Time.” 


It  is  i)eculiarly  fitting  that  the  above-quoted  lines 
should  introduce  a chapter  from  real  life,  in  which  are 
furnished  incidents  strikingly  illustrative  of  what  energy 
will  do  if  well  directed.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
one  of  the  few  self-made  men  of  the  times,  and  no  man 
on  the  .\merican  continent  has  achieved  greater  success 
in  corresi)onding  time.  Self-made  men  have  in  all  ages 
been  special  objects  of  mark,  and  not  infrequently  pro\en 
material  aids,  giving  tone  and  sha[>e  to  those  principles 
which  underlie  the  social  and  political  fabric.  Unas- 
sisted, save  by  the  impuKe  of  a precocious  nature,  thev 
come  to  the  surface  unheralded,  >tamp  the  age  in  \\  Inch 
they  live  with  their  ideiititv,  and  leave  an  e.\ample  for 
honorable  emulation  for  those  who  come  after  them.  (')f 
this  type  is  John  Hodge.  Hut  it  is  often  asserted  that 
the  surroundings  make  the  indiv  idual — tliat  the  possessitjn 
of  rank,  wealth  .and  power  is  tlte  residt  of  chain  e.  vjuiie 
evident  it  is  that  the  ease  and  raniditv  with  which  i ert.tin 
persons  attain  position  and  we.dth  almost  coiii[)el  fall 
credence  in  the  fabled  skill  of  the  goddes-.  Fortune;  but 


in  this  individual  case  the  fact  must  be  recognized  that 
the  man  shaped  and  moulded  his  circumstances — that  not 
chance,  but  labor,  judgment,  foresight,  determined  purpose 
and  the  e.\ercise  of  intelligent  reason  accomplished  the  de- 
sired results,and  made  him  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune. 

Mr.  Hodge  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  X.  Y..  in 
1S39.  father's  house  at  an  early  age,  before 

attaining  his  majority,  and  located  in  Lockport,  then  a 
village,  w ith  the  determination  to  build  up  his  fame  and 
fortune  there.  He  had  inherited,  not  money,  but  what 
w.i^  far  better,  an  unsullied  family  name  and  strong  manly 
character.  Realizing  the  importance  of  being  educated, 
as  soon  as  able  to  command  the  requisite  means  he  entered 
an  academy  near  liis  native  pdace.  By  diligent  applica- 
tion to  his  studies  ami  iiiqirovement  of  spare  time  when 
out  of  scitool,  he  accumulated  ideas  and  acquired  ha’ut- 
.IS  the  foundation  of  th.'.t  symmetrical  character  wl-i'':'. 
ever  commands  respect  and  insures  success.  The  peis;s- 
tent  industry  and  singleness  of  aim  of  the /vy  are  strikiiq^ly 
seen  in  his  career  as  a num. 
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a /oaluus  ami  yoilly  man.  now  deceased,  Mr.  Henry  Har- 
rington, first  in  liis  own  house  and  tlien  in  the  stone 
school-house  on  South  street.  The  city  pastors  and 
others  alternated  in  [ireaching  there,  so  that  the  service 
seldom  failed  from  year  to  year,  and  much  spiritual  good 
was  accomplished.  A few  persons  met  on  May  i5th,  1877, 
for  mutual  conference  about  the  interests  of  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  city,  and  concluded 
it  best  to  organize  a society  and  church  upon  the  tloi.trin- 
al  basis  of  tlie  World’s  Evangelical  AUiance,  and  with 
the  Presbyterian  form  of  government,  making  the  officers 
elective  for  a specific  term.  On  September  aSth  the 
South  street  school-house  was  rented  for  one  year,  and 
Rev.  E.  P.  Marvin  began  preaching  there  October  7th, 
1877.  Professor  F.verett  F.arle  led  the  singing  and  Miss 
Libbie  Pickard  jdayed  tlie  organ.  The  room  was  well 
filled,  and  thirty-four  jiersons  attended  the  first  jmayer- 
meeting,  which  was  held  on  the  following  Thursday  even- 
ing. A Sabbath-school  was  organized,  with  the  following 
officers:  Willard  H Wild,  superiiitcndant;  Edward  G. 
Parker,  assistant  superintendent,  and  Willie  Saraw,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer. 

On  October  23d  a committee  negotiated  with  the  Board 
of  Education  to  purchase  the  school-house  for  §900,  by 
paying  $100  down,  and  the  Calvary  Religious  Society,  or- 
ganized November  2d  consummated  the  bargain.  The  first 
trustees  were  William  Glover,  Charles  R.  Parker,  James 
Dickson,  J.  J.  Winne,  John  Woodyer  and  George  Burch. 
The  building,  24  by  33  feet,  soon  proving  inadequate  to 
the  congregation  and  Sabbath-school,  vvas  extended  to  50 
feet  in  length  at  an  expense  of  S4°o.>  of  u'hich  was 
soon  paid.  The  building  was  dedicated  on  December 
loth,  with  a sermon  by  the  pastor. 

A series  of  meetings  were  held  during  the  winter,  in 
which  25  or  30  persons  were  converted  to  God.  It  was 
then  proposed  to  organize  a church,  and  an  independent 
constitution  was  presented,  with  a confession  of  faith 
and  covenant  based  on  the  doctrines  of  the  Evangelical 
Alliance,  and  these  were  approved  by  the  congregation. 
Upon  ascertaining  afterward  that  nearly  all  the  persons 
who  intended  to  join  the  church  preferred  the  Presby- 
terian order  of  government,  the  society  recommended 
this  instead  of  the  independent  order,  with  the  .«ame  con- 
fession and  covenant. 

Accordingly  a committee  appointed  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Niagara,  consisting  of  Rev.  Robert  Nortc.i  and  Elder 
Thomas  Scovell,  met  the  congregation  on  Sabbath  even- 
ing, May  5th,  1 878,  and  regularly  organized  the  Calvary 
Presbyterian  Church,  with  28  members,  26  joining  on 
profession  of  faith  and  b\-  letters. 

The  following  officers  were  elected;  Elders — William 
Glover  and  Willard  H.  Wild;  deacons — James  Dickson, 
J.  J.  Winne  and  George  Burch.  The  sacrament  of  the 
Ford's  Su|)per  was  then  administered. 

Ylr.  Marvin  jireached  his  fir-t  sernum  in  the  school- 
house  on  the  wondertu!  t h.aracter  uf  Christ,  from  Isa.  l.\. 
6,  and  the  dedication  sermon,  upon  the  household  of  God, 
from  E[ih.  ii,  19.  Mr.  Norton  ’preached  the  organization 
sermon,  upon  the  church  a.->  the  body  of  Christ,  from  i Cor. 


.xii,  27.  In  May,  1878,  the  officers  of  the  society  issued  the 
following  statements,  in  an  apjieal  for  aid  to  build  a jdain 
brick  cha[)el,  to  hold  four  or  five  hundred  persons. 

“ In  the  southeastern  tpiarter  of  the  city  we  have  a 
population  of  about  2,500  peo])le,  mostly  Americans, 
within  whose  bounds  no  church  edifice  stands.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1S77,  we  procured  a school-house  and  lot  for  $9^5°, 
paying  §100  down.  This  building,  24  feet  wide,  we 
lengthened  to  50  feet,  at  an  expense  of  $400,  all  of  which 
is  paid.  The  attendance  on  the  preaching  services,  11.  P. 
Marvin  pastor,  has  comfortably  filled  the  room,  and  the 
Sabbath-school,  Mr.  W.  H.  Wild  superintendent,  has 
been  much  straitened  for  room,  the  average  attendance 
h.aving  been  about  170  j;ersons.  M'e  believe  that  both 
congregation  and  Sabbath-school  can  be  largely  increased 
if  we  have  more  room.  * * * We  desire  and  design 

to  make  it  a church  for  the  people,  and  a light-bearing, 
Christ-witnessing  missionary  body.  We  are  in  favor  of 
free  pews,  congregational  singing,  plainness  and  simplic- 
ity of  church  architecture,  dress  and  worship,  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  sanctuary,  and  only  the  simple  scriptural 
method  of  raising  money  for  the  Lord.  We  pay  all 
current  expenses  as  we  go,  by  weekly  offerings,  the  last 
offering  of  the  month  going  to  the  pastor.” 

FREE  METHODIST. 

A formal  organization  of  a Free  Methodist  class  was 
effected  by  Rev.  C.  D.  Brooks,  of  Pekin,  in  1862,  with 
about  twenty-five  members,  among  whom  were  Lewis  E. 
Chase  and  wife,  Justus  Southworth  and  wife,  William 
Pawling  and  wife,  William  R.  Little  and  wife,  J.  LL 
Blosser  and  wife,  D.  .Snediker  and  wife,  and  James  Payne. 

Rev.  Levi  Wood  of  this  denomination  had  held  meet- 
ings in  private  houses  for  some  time  previous  to  the  or- 
ganization of  a church.  Jacob  H.  Blosser  was  chosen  the 
first  class  leader.  Rev.  C.  D.  Brooks  remained  as  pastor 
one  year,  and  was  followed,  in  the  order  named,  by  Icha 
bod  White,  i year;  A.  A.  Phelps,  3 years  ; George  W. 
Marcellus,  2 years;  M.  YI.  Downing,  r year;  E.  P.  Salem, 
I year;  A.  B.  Mathewson,  2 years;  G.  W.  Coleman,  i 
year;  Nathaniel  Brown,  i year;  C.  C.  Eggleston,  2 years; 
and  Rev.  W illiam  Manning,  the  present  pastor,  who  com- 
menced his  labors  in  -Sefttember,  1877. 

Meetings  wc-re  held  in  private  houses  and  public  halls 
until  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice,  which  was  com- 
menced in  1S65  and  completed  and  dedicated  by  the  Rev. 
D.  W.  Thurston,  of  Syracuse,  in  the  spring  of  i860.  It 
is  built  of  brick,  38  by  68  feet  in  size,  and  cost  about 
$5,000. 

The  present  number  of  members  is  thirty-eight.  The 
trustees  are  Washington  Carl,  ^\’illiam  R.  White  and  — 
Brown.  This  class  belongs  to  the  lluffalo  district  of  the 
Genesee  conference. 

A Sunday-s(  hool  was  formed  soon  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  chuia  ii.  1..  Lewis  was  tlie  first  superintendent 
The  jiresenl  numlier  (,'f  scholars  is  about  fb.irty. 

ST.  M.VKV's  Or.K'I.VN  C'  \1'!10I,IC. 

St.  Mar)'’s  llerman  Catholic  Cliuiah  was  organized 
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JOHN  HODGE, 


i 1 1 


He  started  out  into  his  busy  life  with  nerve,  incloniita-  I 
ble  will,  persevering  industry,  and  great  fertility  of  re- 
sources, confident  of  world!)'  success  if  he  wisely  chose 
his  a\oi  ation.  W li.it  lliis  >hould  be  perplexed  him  some- 
what, as  it  does  most  talented  young  men.  Thinking  at 
last  that  possibly  duty  and  interest  pointed  to  the  legal 
profession,  he  entered  as  a student  the  law  office  of  an 
eminent  practitioner. 

He  afterwards  concluded  that  an  active  business  life, 
with  its  untold  opportunities  for  usefulness,  was  better 
suited  to  his  tastes,  as  giving  a wider  scope  to  his  abili- 
ties ; he  therefore  abandoned  his  profession,  and  at  once 
entered  a business  sphere  that  long  since  gave  him  dis-  | 
tinction  and  wealth,  and,  what  is  far  better,  the  oppor- 
tunity he  coveted  for  so  utilizing  the  ideas  of  his  academic 
days  as  to  contribute  to  the  prosperity  and  fame  of  the 
“City  of  L.ocks." 

Engaging  as  clerk  with  the  proprietor  of  a liniment  of 
which  but  few  had  heard — called  “ Merchant’s  Gargling 
Oil  " — he  evinced  such  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his 
employer,  and  aptitude  for  the  disch.nrge  of  his  clerical 
duties,  that  he  soon  became  the  controlling  spirit  of  the 
business,  and  gave  it  an  ini[)ulse  and  direction  which 
have  developed  the  greatest  magnitude  and  yielded  com- 
pounded profits.  Mr.  Hodge  in  1866,  on  the  death  of 
M.  H.  Tucker,  Esq.,  succeeded  him  as  secretary  and 
manager  of  the  oil  company.  In  1S71  he  erected  the 
famous  Hodge  Opera  House,  described  elsewhere  in  this 
history.  This  was  his  private  enterprise, and  cost  25,000. 

It  is  a stately  monument  to  his  success  in  business  and 
his  public  spirit. 

Notwithstanding  the  arduous  duties  devolving  upon  | 
him  as  the  sole  manager  of  the  G.irgling  Oil  Company,  j 
Mr.  Hodge  has  found  time  to  promote  the  good  of  va-  j 

rious  business,  social  and  benevolent  associations;  his  j 

quick  perception,  power  of  organization,  invincible  energy  | 
and  ready  dispatch  may  perhaps  account  for  his  success-  ^ 
fully  managing  interests  of  a number  and  variety  that 
would  break  either  the  will  or  constitution  of  most  busi- 
ness men;  this  may  be  inferred  from  the  simple  statement 
that  in  the  year  1S77,  when  only  38  years  of  age,  he  was 
treasurer  of  the  Lorkport  and  Huftalo  Railroad  Conqiany, 
grand  receiver  of  the  .-Vncient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  director  of  the  Masonic  Life 
Association  of  Western  New  York,  president  of  the 
Union  Publishing  Conqiany,  director  of  the  Cataract 
Bank,  Niagara  Falls;  chief  of  the  L.ockport  Fire  Depart- 
ment, president  of  the  Firemen's  Life  .Association  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  presitient  of  the  Driving  Park  .Asso- 


ciation, president  of  the  Firemen's  .Association  of  the 
State,  and  last,  but  not  least,  an  influential  trustee  ol  one 
of  the  two  largest  churches  in  l.ockport. 

In  the  spring  of  1S7S  he  declined  the  nomin.uion  f r 
mayor  tendered  him,  feeling  that  the  duties  of  the  oliii.'’ 
demanded  more  attention  than  he  was  able  to  give  them. 
Of  the  educational  interests  of  the  city  he  is  ever  jealous. 
To  him  belongs  the  honor  of  having  in  1874  taken  the 
initiative  in  the  matter  of  presenting  a medal  annually 
to  the  member  of  the  graduating  class  of  the  Lock- 
])ort  Union  School  whose  record  for  scholarship  and 
deportment  should  best  entitle  him  or  her  thereto,  he 
himself  [iresenting  the  medal,  which  contained  over  ninety 
dollars  worth  of  gold  and  was  known  as  the  “ Hodg  • 
Prize  Medal. ’’ 

Conceiving  a favorable  opinion  of  masonry  through 
the  worthy  exemplars  of  the  sublime  art  in  Lockport,  he 
sought  admission  to  its  mysteries,  and  was  initiated  in 
Niagara  (symbolic)  Lodge  on  attaining  his  majority.  His 
superior  clerical  abilities  were  acknowledged  at  the  first 
succeeding  election  by  his  being  chosen  secretary,  which 
office  he  filled  acceptably  for  five  years,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  decline  a re-election  by  reason  of  pressing  pri- 
vate business. 

Mr.  Hodge’s  progress  on  the  masonic  ladder  was 
rapid,  and  characterized  by  the  proficiency  of  a true 
craftsman.  In  the  year  1S78  he  was  member  of  .Ames 
Chapter,  R.  .A.  M.  ; Bruce  Council,  No.  15,  R.  S.  M.  ; 
Genesee  Commandery,  K.  T.;  Thrice  Potent  Grand 
Master  Lock  City  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Ancient  .Accepted 
Rite;  Rochester  Chapter,  Rose  Croix,  and  Rochester 
Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.  III.  Mr.  Hodge  was  invested  with 
the  sublime  grade  of  320  May  4th,  1875,  and  was  in  1S7S 
an  officer  of  the  Council  of  Deliberation  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

He  by  labor  and  largess  has  steadily  contributed  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  city  of  Lockport.  He  has  been  faith- 
ful to  every  business  and  social  duty.  His  efficiency  for 
work,  strong  infusion  of  common  sense  and  fertility  in 
resources,  are  conceded  by  all  who  know  him  best.  He 
blows  no  trumpet  in  the  market-place,  nor  in  the  church, 
with  hypocritic  smile,  supiilies  with  cant  the  lack  of 
Christian  truth  ; loathing  pretense,  he  does  with  cheer- 
ful mood  what  others  talk  of  when  their  hands  are  still, 
while  modest  reserve  and  native  dignity  mark  his  daily 
walk  and  conversation;  yet 

9 ** a merrier  mar., 

Within  the  limits  of  bccomin;  mirth, 

Wc  never  spent  an  hour's  talk  withal.” 
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HISTORV  OF  XIAJ’.ARA  ("OUN’TY,  XIAV  YORK. 


about  i<S6o.  I he  tollowiug  is  the  succession  of  pastors  : 
Revs.  F.  S.  Uricli,  Joseph  Zoegel,  A.  Hechiniger,  Jose])h 
Zoegel,  Charles  Wensiersky,  F.  X.  Rofher,  F.  S.  Urich 
and  Yincent  .Scheffels.  I'lie  scjciely  bo’;glu  the  oUl  Epis- 
copal church  at  the  corner  of  Buffalo  and  Saxton  streets 
about  the  time  of  its  organization.  At  present  there  is  a 
X membership  of  between  sixty  and  seventy  families. 

t THE  FIItST  EV.\.\r,F.I.lC.Xl,  I.OTHF.R.AN  CHL'RCH 

was  organized  in  1837,  with  about  one  hundred  members, 
and  Rev.  John  Selsmer  as  pastor.  The  Sunday-school 
was  under  charge  of  Charles  Barnes,  with  seventy-five 
pupils.  The  first  meetings  of  the  society  were  held  in  the 
court-house.  In  1838  the  society  built  a bric  k church 
edifice  at  the  intersection  of  what  are  now  West  Main 
and  New  Main  streets.  In  1S50  the  present  church  was 
built,  at  a cost  of  about  Since  Mr.  Selsmer  the 

following  clergymen  have  been  engaged  to  minister  to  the 
spiritual  wants  of  tliis  [)eo[ile: 

In  1S45,  Rev.  N.  \Y.  Goertner  ■ 1847,  Edward  Meyer; 
1849,  Thomas  Tape  ; 1850,  H.  L.  Dox  ; 1855,  W.  H. 
Lukenbach  ; 1858,  P.  A.  Stroebel  ; 1S60,  H.  L.  Dox; 
1863,  S.  R.  Griffith;  1867,  M.  Orb;  1875,  D.  M.  Moser, 
the  present  pastor. 

There  are  at  present  about  fifty-five  members.  The 
Sunday-school  contains  about  thirty  pupils,  with  Samuel 
Basserman  as  superintendent.  The  value  of  the  church 
property  is  $4,000. 

CLINTON'  STREET  .METHODIST  CHURCH 
was  formally  organized  October  i6th,  1S55.  The  follow- 
ing persons  were  appointed  stewards  : D.  W.  Ballow,  W. 
R.  Ford,  D.  B.  -Ingraham,  J.  McDonald  and  D.  Thurber. 
W.  R.  Ford  was  chosen  recording  steward. 

The  church  was  finished  at  a cost  of  $4,000,  in  1856. 
The  names  of  the  pastors  who  have  served  the  church 
since  its  organization  are  as  follows  ; Rev.  John  C. 
Nobles,  Rev.  John  Kennard,  Rev.  C.  P.  Clark,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Simkins,  Rev.  D.  M.  Buck,  Rev.  George  W.  Coe,  Rev. 
Peter  Stover,  Rev.  C.  P.  Clark  ^second  term  , Rev.  J.  M. 
Sirpkins  (second  term).  Rev.  A.  S.  Staples,  Rev.  Sumner 
Smith  and  Rev.  C.  B.  Sparrow,  the  present  pastor.  The 
information  used  in  writing  the  above  was  furnished  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Ford,  of  Clinton  street,  who  are 
among  the  oldest  members  of  the  church.  There  is  a 
large  and  flourishing  Sunday-school  in  connection  with 
this  society. 

THE  GF.K.M.XN  UNITED  E V NT. E LIC .-U.  CHURCH 
was  organized  in  1S62,  and  the  following  year  had  sixty- 
two  members.  A church  edifice  nas  erected  at  ihe  cor- 
ner of  South  and  Locust  streets  in  1S63,  at  a cost  of 
about  ,$4,000.  The  pastor  at  that  time  was  Rev.  William 
I.  Cutter.  The  present  pastor  is  J.  J.  .-Vhele. 

OTHER  CHURCHf.s. 

Besides  tlie  churches  wliose  histories  have  been  gii'cn. 
there  are  the  .\frican  Meth.odi'^t  Episcopal,  the  .Xihent 
Christian  LTiion  Society,  Main  street,  and  the  Riioder 
Sholem  congregation,  A.  Walker  president,  Henry  Good- 
man, sen.,  treasurer;  Henry  Goodman,  jr.,  se<  rotary. 


BlOGRAPllIC.VL. 

LOCKPORT’S  LEADING  CITIZENS. 

HON.  HIRA.M  GARDNER. 

Hon.  Hiram  Gardner  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.Y.,  February  9th,  iSoo.  He  carved  out  his  own  fortune 
with  his  own  hands.  After  pursuing  his  academical  stud- 
ies as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit,  in  1818  he  be- 
came a student  of  law  in  Rensselaerville,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
studied  about  two  years,  and  removed  to  New  York, 
where  he  finished  his  law  course.  In  1S22,  about  a year 
after  he  began  to  practice  in  the  lower  courts,  he  was 
I admitted  as  a practitioner  in  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
October  of  the  same  year  he  came  to  Lockport.  The 
next  year  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  in  his  official  capacity  he  took  cognizance  of 
nearly  all  the  business  transacted  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas.  In  1825  he  was  appointed  associate  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.  In  1827  he  was  appointed  Su- 
preme Court  commissioner,  and  was  admitted  as  a master 
in  chancery.  In  1831  he  was  appointed  surrogate,  which 
office  he  held  for  five  years,  and  then  resigned  it  that  he 
might  represent  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  to 
t which  position  he  had  already  been  elected.  In  1845  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  constitutional  convention 
which  revised  the  second  and  framed  the  third  State  consti- 
tution. In  1847  he  was  elected  county  judge  and  surrogate; 
in  1858  canal  commissioner  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

I In  the  fall  of  1868  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of 

I county  judge  to  supply  a vacancy,  and  was  elected  in  No- 

vember, 1869,  to  the  same  position.  Judge  Gardner  was 
for  more  than  half  a century  a legal  practitioner,  and  his 
conspicuous  ability  and  talent  were  successfully  directed 
to  the  elevation  of  the  judicial  office  and  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. He  was  not  a politician.  His  ideas  of  political 
honor  were  of  the  most  elevated  character,  and  though 
holding  public  offices  more  than  twenty-five  years.he  never 
sought  official  preferment  or  solicited  the  vote  of  any  man. 
ludge  Gardner’s  benevolence,  and  devotion  to  the  inter- 
ests and  prosperity  of  Lockport  during  his  fifty  years  of 
I citizenship,  endeared  him  to  the  entire  community.  In 
the  church  he  was  a pillar  of  strength,  reflecting  in  iris 
life  the  beauty  and  power  of  Christianity.  He  died  at  liis 
residence  on  Niagara  street  March  13th,  1S74,  and  we 
copy  from  the  Lockport  fournai  in  commenting  upon  the 
event  ; “Never  before  in  Lock|iort  history  has  one  gone 
down  to  the  grave  amid  such  generally  expressed  tokens 
of  sorrow  and  re.spect  as  yesterday  surrounded  the  burial 
! of  the  late  Judge  Hiram  Gardner." 

j 

Rev.  John  J.  .Vbele  is  pastor  of  the  German  Evangeli- 
cal Church  of  I.orkport. 

I Peter  B.  Aikin,  real  esiate  and  insurance  agent,  I.ock- 
I port,  was  liorn  in  .\thens,  Greene  county,  N.  March 
7th,  1810.  and  came  to  I.ockiioit  from  Porter  in 
I 1S22.  Mr.  Aikin  has  creditablv  held  a number  of  res- 
i ponsible  offices,  among  them  that  of  deputy  sheriff  of 
Niagara  county  in  1S43,  1844.  and  1S45  1 just'ce  of  the 
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PROMIXENT  RKSIDEX'I’S  OF  LOCK  I’OR'I'. 


pcai  c i>t  the  of  I.orkport  from  1S46  to  1S53;  as- 

sociate justice  (jf  Niagara  < ounty  in  i«S52;  canal  collector 
at  Lockpurt  in  i<S54  and  1S55;  deputy  provo>t  marshal 
in  1863  and  1S64,  and  assistant  revenue  collector  in 
1866,  1867,  1S68  and  1869. 

Alfred  W.  Allen  was  horn  in  Cayuga  county,  and  came 
to  Xiagara  county  and  located  at  the  Falls  in  1836.  He 
remained  there  until  1865,  holding  many  public  offices  in 
the  village  of  Xiagara  Falls  and  town  of  Xiagara,  and  in 
that  year  came  to  I.otk[)ort,  where  he  has  since  been  in 
business  as  a merchant  taikm,  over  102  Main  street. 

George  Arrowsmith,  a native  of  Monroe  county,  located 
in  I.ockport  in  iS57,and  was  for  some  time  employed  as 
a wheelwright.  Since  1872  his  time  and  energies  ha\  e 
been  devoted  to  the'invention  and  introduction  of  a tur- 
bine water-\\  heel,  which  was  patented  in  1874,  and  which 
he  is  now  manufacturing. 

Henry  \V.  Axtell,  superintendent  with  James  Jackson, 
jr.  &:  Son,  manufacturers  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  Lock- 
port,  was  born  May  4th,  1831,  at  Winsor,  Massachusetts, 
and  came  to  Lockport  in  1S34. 

Seth  M.  Barnea  was  born  July  23d,  1S22, at  Canandaigua, 
N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1850.  October  8th,  1856, 
he  was  married  to  Sarah  P.  Church,  of  Lockport.  Mr, 
Barnea  keeps  a large  and  varied  stock  of  groceries 
and  a large  quantity  of  lime,  land  plaster,  cement  and 
building  material  generally,  and  has  a convenient  barn 
and  sheds  for  stabling,  to  accommodate  farmers  driving 
into  the  city  on  business  and  wishing  to  feed  their  horses. 
Hisjd.ace  of  business  is  on  Orleans  street. 

Charles  A.  Barnes  was  born  in  January,  1S34.  in  the 
town  of  Cambria,  and  remo\td  to  Lockport  in  1S56. 
He  is  engaged  in  the  sale  of  groceries  at  Lockport,  and 
dry  goods,  groceries  and  general  merchandise  at.Ran- 
somville. 

T.  R.  Bailey,  jr.,  son  of  the  late  T.  R.  Bailey,  sen.,  who 
came  to  Lockport  from  Vermont,  in  Xovember,  1842, 
is  located  as  a merchant  at  19S  Market  street.  The  busi- 
ness was  established  in  1851  by  the  elder  Bailey,  who 
was  the  inventor  and  patentee  of  the  Bailee  gauge 
lathes.  The  e.■^tablishment  provides  workfor  a large 
number  of  hands  in  busy  times.  Mr.  Bailey,  sen.,  died 
in  Iowa  in  1868. 

Lafayette  Balcom,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lew- 
iston, X.  V.,  June  i2th,  1840.  and  married  April  13th, 
1S64,  to  l.ibbie  M.  Mack,  of  Lockport.  Dr.  H.dcom 
came  from  Ran^umville,  X.  V.,  to  I.ockport  in  1865,  and 
is  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  [irofession.  In 
1864  he  was  assistant-surgeon  at  Hampton  Hospital,  X- 
C.  Dr.  Balcom  is  the  author  of  several  dramatic  works, 
the  one  entitled  “ Thric  e Saved  " being  most  prominent 
and  of  some  considerable  local  interest. 

A.  F.  Balliett,  successor  to  Martin  Webster  X Co.,  coal 
im/rchants,  located  in  Lockjjort  in  1851.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  S.  E.  Babcock,  in  1869.  Mr,  Balliett  is  a nati\e 
of  Xorthumbeiiand  eount}',  I’enn.  (.)ffu  e and  \ aril.  Haw- 
ley street,  near  tiie  X.  V.  C.  N:  H.  R.  R.  R. ; branch  ofrice, 
Xo.  I Hodge  Opera  House  building. 

William  1).  Balliett  v .m  bom  in  l.imeituiie.  Penn., 


i 

j October  29th,  1845,  and  came  to  Xiagara  countv  in  1847. 

; After  residing  at  I’ekiii  for  a time,  he  removed  to  East 

Lockport,  where,  for  the  pa.it  nine  years,  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines. 

J.  \\’.  Peek,  a native  of  St.  Johns,  X.  B.,  came  to 
I.O(;kp(;i  t in  1833.  He  was  married  to  Miss  C.  M<  Mi(  luuh 
a native  of  Xiagara  county.  Mr.  Beek  has  held  tiieotiiec 
of  street  coinmiisioner  two  years. 

I R.  W.  N'  E.  Beck,  manufacturers  of  frames. — This  en- 
I terprise  was  established  as  a distinct  business  in  iS6s, 

, having  previously  been  conducted  in  connection  with  the 
I manufacture  of  furniture.  The  furn'iture  business  of  this 
! firm  was  established  in  1S40. 

' Henry  M.  Bedding  was  born  June  29th.  1821.  at  Mar- 
! cellus,  X.  V.  and  was  married  January  6th,  1851,  to  Lucia 
S.  Allen,  of  Lockport.  Mr.  Bedding  came  to  I.ock[iort 
from  Pekin  in  1S47,  having  moved  from  Marcellus  t(;  th.e 
latter  place  in  1829.  Business,  livery;  post-office  address, 
Bo.k  886. 

Thomas  Bell,  a native  of  Cambridgeshire,  England, 
came  to  Xiagara  county  in  1836  and  located  in  Lockport. 
He  followed  the  business  of  drayman  ten  years  and  that 
! of  boatman  fifteen  years,  and  about  1853  he  commenced 

j buying  real  estate.  In  1S63  he  removed  to  his  farm  in 

I the  town  of  Lockport  and  rem.ained  there  till  1869,  when 

he  came  to  the  city,  wdiere  he  has  since  lived  at  Xo.  4 
John  street. 

j Joseph  T.  Bellah,  a native  of  Claymont,  Delaware, 
j where  he  was  born  in  i8ii,  has  been  a resident  of  Lock- 

I port  since  1831.  In  1833  "''as  married  to  Elizabeth 

I Warner,  of  Philadelphia.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the 

! manufacture  of  sash  and  blinds,  and  also  in  the  hardware 

I trade.  He  was  superintendent  of  the  gas  works  at  one 

I time,  and  was  known  as  one  interested  in  the  cause  of 

i education.  He  died  in  April,  1S77,  and  Mrs.  Bellah,  his 

j widow,  resides  at  Ids  former  home  at  the  corner  of  F.asi 

i avenue  and  Elm  street. 

I John  N:  Louis  Bendinger.  marble  dealers. — John  Ben- 
I dinger  resides  at  48  Sa.xton  street,  and  Louis  Bendinger 
' at  312  Walnut  street. 

' A.  S.  Beverly,  hardware  merchant,  corner  of  M.irktt 
and  Exchange  streets,  established  Ids  business  in  18^7. 

; and  has  so  managed  it  that  it  has  constantK  increaseii 

I since.  He  deals  extensively  in  boat  builders'  m.iteriai-. 

I stoves,  tinware  etc,  etc. 

G.  W.  Bird  was  born  in  Enginnd.  He  located  :.i 
Locki>ort  in  March,  1853.  since  which  time  lie  It,' 
worked  at  blacksndthing.  Mr.  Bird  was  m.irried  in  1.';.. 
He  was  a fire  marshal  of  the  cit\'  six  \'cars. 

1).  F.  Bishop.  M.  1)..  president  of  the  Ilnll\ 
Combination  Company,  was  born  in  i’aris.  (Pnvid.i  < . 

in  1829,  and  came  to  Lockport  from  Pldl.uleli'hia  in  1 
He  was  the  organizer  am!  for  four  years  prv'i<!vnt  i;'  titv 
Xiag.ira  Cinintt'  Medii.al  Society,  and  It. is  iivld  \,u'-  - 

offices  in  tiie  .8'.  tv  .Nl  .vl'.i'.tl  .Soi  ;cty,  b;  >'  f - ! . ;t_  ' tr.,. 
of  the  O'ub  rvgiment  for  ten  \ vars.  and  (iiypf  -, - 
about  half  the  time  during  tiie  past  twenty  wars, 
j 1.1*.  Bishoj)  is  one  of  the  le.ulim.;  i 0(jpeis  in  .Ni.,.,  r 
eountv,  ha'inu  an  extensise  nianut.u  toi y in  F.aNja  .• 
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HISTORY  OF  NTAr.ARA  COOXTY,  XKW  YORK. 


and  employing  eight  men.  He  is  a native  of  England,  I 
and  came  to  Amen\:a  in  1S52.  After  spending  ten  years  j 
in  Buffalo,  he  was  in  the  navy  a year.  He  was  married  j 

to  Anna  .M.  Begy,  a native  of  Canada,  in  1S65,  and  lo-  1 

cated  in  l.ockport  in  1866.  I 

Hon.  .\.  A.  Bissell  is  a native  of  Oneida  county.  He  | 

came  to  I.oclqjort  in  1S56  and  engaged  in  the  transporta-  j 

tion  business,  which  he  increased  to  such  proportions  that 
in  one  year  he  sliipped  over  the  canal  as  high  as  50,000 
barrels  of  flour,  100,000  bushels  of  grain  and  apples,  and 
a large  quantity  of  stoves  and  heading.  Mr.  Bissell  has 
represented  his  district  in  the  Legislature  two  years.  In 
186S  and  1S69  he  was  a partner  in  the  flouring  business 
with  Asa  W.  Douglas. 

Hon.  Levi  F.  Bowen  was  born  in  Homer,  Xew  York,  | 

in  1 80S,  and  married  March  27,  1S40,  to  Sylvia  De  Long,  | 

of  Cornwall,  Vermont.  He  came  to  Lockport  in  1832,  I 
and  has  been  a prominent  citizen  of  the  county  ever  | 
since.  He  was  judge  of  the  old  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
member  of  Assembly  in  1845,  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  8th  judicial  district,  member  of  the  con- 
stitutional convention  of  1S67  and  186S,  and  provost 
marshal  of  the  28th  district  of  Xew  York  during  the  re- 
bellion. Judge  Bowen  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law, 
and  is  the  present  county  judge  of  X’iagara  county.  j 

J.  W.  Bramley,  of  the  firm  of  Bramley  Brothers  & Co.,  i 
manufacturers  of  patent  cast  steel  plows  and  agricultural  | 
iron  work.  This  business  was  established  in  1875  and 
the  company  formed  in  1S77.  The  company’s  works  are 
near  Hitclrin's  bridge,  southwest  of  the  city. 

Ira  Briggs,  a native  of  X'ew  York,  located  in  X’ewfane, 
Xiagara  county,  about  1S47  After  a residence  of  five 
years  there,  he  removed  to  F’rie  county,  where  he  remain- 
ed four  years,  after  which  he  lived  in  Pendleton  until  1S71, 
when  he  removed  to  Lockport,  where  he  has  since  lived 
retired. 

Lawrence  Brink,  carpenter  and  joiner,  was  born  in 
Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  married  Miss  Addia 
Mott,  a native  of  Vermont. 

Charles  X’.  Brizse  was  born  in  Lockport,  October  28th, 
1854.  Business,  plumbing  and  gas  and  steam-fitting. 

G.  L.  Brockett,  a native  of  Herkimer  county,  X.  Y., 
graduated  at  Hamilton  college  in  1851,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  engaged  as  a teacher  in  Cortland  county,  X'. 

Y.,  .Mbany,  X.  Y.,  and  Flint,  Mich.,  til!  1S75,  "i'cn  he  j 

removed  to  T-ockport,  where  he  has  lived  retired.  He  ; 

was  married  in  1875  Miss  Caroline  .A.,  a daughter  of  1 
the  late  H.  W.  Cam|)bcll  and  a sister  of  Mrs.  Falward  R.  j 
(ira'.’es,  of  Lockjiort.  Mrs.  Brockett  lias  also  had  much  i 
e.vi'erience  as  a teacher,  ha\ing  taught  at  Clinton,  llainil-  , 
ton  and  other  places,  besides  se\'eral  year.-,  in  the  Union  ! 
School  at  Lockport.  1 

Hon.  John  H.  Burk  was  born  in  Xorthfield,  A'ermont,  ^ 
Xovember  220,  1827,  and  came  to  the  city  of  Lock|v.rt  1 
1-cbruary  14th,  1851.  Hehaslrcen  formally  year>  a(,:ti\cly  | 
engaged  in  the  pr.u  tii  e of  his  profession  as  ationiev-  : 

al-law.  In  1874  and  1875  lie  v as  Maj'or  of  tlie  citv.  j 

George  H.  Burcli  was  born  December  icth,  1S41,  at  I 
St.  Catherim.-s,  (.'anad.i,  and  c.ime  to  Lock'port  In  18(13.  i 


Mr.  Burch  is  a machinist  by  trade,  and  has  sold  tin,  gl.tss. 
and  china  ware  in  X'iagara  county  for  the  last  ten  wars. 

Charles  I,.  Burgess,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  came 
with  his  mother  and  settled  in  Porter,  X’iagara  countv, 
when  he  was  two  years  old.  .\t  tlic  age  cf  fourteen  lie 
went  to  sea,  and  was  absent  thirteen  years.  On  his  return 
he  located  in  the  town  of  Wilson,  and  in  1S57  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Lucinda  Wilson,  a native  of  that  town. 
-Mr.  Burgess  engaged  in  lake  navigation  till  1867,  in  which 
year  he  removed  to  Lockport.  He  has  served  three- 
years  as  chief  of  the  city  police.  Residence,  X’o.  6 John 
street. 

Benjamin  Burridge,  house  and  stair-builder,  Xo.  6 
Spalding  street,  Lockport,  was  born  in  Dorsetshire,  Eng- 
land, July  loth,  1810,  and  came  to  Xiagara  county  in 
1850. 

Arthur  L.  Burtis,  tin  and  copper  smith,  was  born  in 
Macedon,  X.  Y.,  February  22d,  1842.  Post-otfice  bo.\, 
172  l.ockport. 

Miss  Eliza  J.  Butler  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  X’.  Y., 
and  came  to  Lockport  with  her  mother’s  family  about 
1834.  Her  mother,  Airs.  Electa  Butler,  died  in  i860.  Miss 
Butler  resides  at  X'o.  22  Gooding  street. 

R.  H.  Button  was  born  in  Sheffield,  England,  and  came 
to  Lockport  in  1848.  Mr.  Button  is  a machinist,  and  is 
connected  with  the  business  of  T.  R.  Bailey. 

W.  W.  Buttrick  was  born  in  Berkshire  county.  Mass., 
in  1830,  and  came  to  Lockport  with  his  father  in  1833 
He  was  married  in  1S55  Miss  Maria  L.  .Steel.  For 
several  years  Air.  Buttrick  worked  as  a machinist  for  the 
Pound  Alamifacturing  Comp<any.  In  1872  and  1873116  held 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  13th  section  of  the 
Erie  Canal.  Afterward  he  was  foreman  in  the  Pouml 
Alanufacturing  Company’s  works  for  three  years,  since 
which  time  he  has  held  the  office  of  gauger  for  districts 
28  and  30. 

Airs.  R.  S.  Cass,  whose  maiden  name  was  Drake,  was 
born  in  Alontgomery  county,  X’.  Y.,  in  iSii.  In  1S26 
she  was  married  to  James  Brott,  a native  of  Schenectady, 
X’.  A’.,  and  with  her  husband  removed  to  X’iag.ira  county 
and  located  in  Lockport,  v here  he  died  in  1S50.  In  1852 
Airs.  Brott  was  married  to  Janies  Stevenson,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  time  a resident  of  Lockport.  Air. 
Ste\  enson  died  in  1865.  and  in  1870  Airs, Stevenson  married 
John  Cass,  a practicing  physician  in  Lock[)ort.  Dr.  Cass 
died  in  Alay,  1873,  since  which  time  his  widow  has  resi- 
ded at  Xo.  81  Xiagara  street. 

Hon.  .Sullivan  Caverno  was  born  in  Stratford.  X.  H..  in 
1S07,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1831.  having  graduated 
at  Dartmouth  College  that  year.  He  receiwd  from 
Dartmouth  College  his  degree  of  .\.  B..  and  from  Hobart 
College  the  degree  of  .A.  M.  Air.  Caverno  was  iirincipal 
of  the  Lewiston  academy  two  years, and  in  1834  and  1835 
he  finished,  his  jireparatory  legal  studlies  in  I udge  ( 'r.-'rdner's 
law  office  and  was  .idmitU'd  to  ilie  b.ir.  In  iNgo*-,,-  w . 
appointed  nuster  a.nd  cx.nniner  in  ^ hancei  v whn  h ot.u  ■ 
he  held  for  four  years,  and  in  1.844  he  was  appointed 
police  justice  of  Xiagara  county,  wliicli  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  He  \'.c^  pre>id.eni  oi  the  bo.ird  of  edmaifoii 
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\ (Mr-',  .ind  from  1.S46  to  1851  was  engaged 
, ..r-_;;!i.i!ing  and  iierfecting  the  Union  school  system  of 
|,o<  ki'oil  ami  t arrying  it  into  operation.  In  1875  Mr. 
Cra\erno  was  apjiointetl  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
revise  the  statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

.Mrs.  .A.  r>.  Chapin,  formerly  .Miss  .Anna  B.  Hills,  daughter 
of  the  Lite  John  liilU  who  died  in  March,  187S,  was 
m.irried  in  1847  to  Mr.  \1\ in  Chajiin,  a native  of  Cort- 
land county,  N.  \’.,  at  that  time  a resident  of  the  town  of  1 
.Niagara.  Iti  the  year  1S41  they  removed  to  the  old  Hills  | 
homestead  in  Cambria,  tvhere  they  remained  till  1S54, 
when  they  remo.ed  to  Wilson.  In  1S73  they  came  to 
l.oikport,  where  .Mrs.  Chapin  now  resides;  Mr.  Chapin 
having  died  in  Se[)tember,  1876. 

Oramel  S.  Chapin  was  born  in  Hampden  county.  Mass. 

He  came  t<j  .Ni.igara  (aninty  in  183,.),  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  I.ockjiort  since  1871,  havinglived  in  Royalton 
several  years  pre\  ions  to  that  tlate. 

H.  J.  Chadwick,  a native  of  Cattaraugus  county,  N.V., 
came  to  I.ockport  in  i86i,  and  was  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  till  1877,  when  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the 
Gas  Company,  and  he  is  at  present  acting  in  that  capac- 
ity. He  was  married  in  1873  to  .Miss  Ida  D.  FLigler; 

Warren  Chrysler  is  proprietor  of  a toy  and  variety  store. 
The  business  was  established  in  1869,  and  has  since  been 
so  successfully  managed  that  it  has  steadily  increased. 

Mr.  Chrysler  was  born  in  Guilderland.  N.  A'.,  June  10th,  1 

1S32,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1835.  He  is  the  inventor  | 
of  Chrysler's  Patent  Peanut  Roaster,  and  in  connection  1 
with  his  other  business  is  extensively  engaged  in  its  sale 
throughout  the  United  States. 

Hon.  Pilisha  Clapp  was  born  in  Hampshire  county, 
Massachusetts.  He  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1829  and 
located  in  Lockport,  engaging  in  the  business  of  cabinet 
making.  In  1851  he  was  apjiointed  by  Governor  Hunt  as 
sheriff  of  Niagara  county,  in  place  of  .Alvah  Hill,  de- 
ceased, and  was  elected  to  the  same  office  for  a term  of 
three  years  in  1856.  Residence,  73  Clinton  street. 

Joseph  Clark  was  born  in  England,  and  came  to  .Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Lockport  in  1850,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  following  the  occupation  of  machinist  and  pat- 
tern maker.  .Mr.  Clark  is  now  in  the  service  of  George 
W.  Hildreth  R:  Co. 

F.  B.  Clench  was  born  at  Black  Rock,  July  17th,  1838, 
and  came  to  Lockport  from  Niagara,  Ontario,  in  1863. 
.Mr.  Clench  is  well  kno\vn  as  a [ihotograph ic  artist. 

Coi  ker  8:  'I'revor.  saw  manufacturers.  Market  street,- 
business  established  in  1857  b\’  William  Cocker.  Air 
Trevor  became  a partner  in  1869.  'The  amount  of  busi- 
ness has  gradually  im  reused,  and  from  live  to  ten  hands 
.ire  einplo)  cd. 


1 o(  kport  in  1857,  and  established  himself  as  a saw  inan- 
ul.'.i  Hirer.  In  i8b()  he  took  in  Mr.  'Trevor  as  partner, 
'-nice  which  time  the  linn  of  (iocker  R 'Trevor  have  grad- 
n.illy  increased  the  business,  till  they  now  emjiloy  from 
live  to  ten  hands. 

M rs..  lisiher  (.loinstock,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hav- 
vv.inl,  (.line  to  Lock|ui'-i  in  1 8jo.  In  1822  she  was,  mar- 


ried to  Horace  Comstock,  a native  of  baratog.i  i ountv. 
New  A'ork,  who  came  in  1821.  Mr.  Comstock,  who  w -s 
a miller,  followed  his  business  until  his  death  in  i,Sb2. 
Mrs.  Comstock's  residence  is  at  No.  2 Film  street. 

Mrs.  Fi.  W.  Cook,  formerly  Miss  Malvina  L.  1 .ittlelieid. 
is  a native  of  Rochester.  She  was  married  in  iSgt  to  the 
late  Colonel  Filliott  W.  Cook,  who  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land, Rhode  Island,  June  13th.  rSi8.  ami  bei  anie  a resi- 
dent of  I.ockport  in  1837.  'The  colonel  raised  a company 
of  soldiers  for  the  Mexican  war.  but  did  not  go  to  the 
front.  In  1849  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Niagara 
and  Calafornia  Mining  Company,  and  spent  one  year  in 
California.  .Afterwards  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Lockport  till  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  in  wlvii  h 
i he  served  as  cajUain  of  Comiiany  .A,  28th  New  York  \’ol- 
j unteers,  afterwards  being  promoted  to  a colonelcy.  .\t 

I the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Lock[)ort,  where  i'.-,- 

j resided  until  his  death,  in  the  spring  of  1877. 

I Hiram  .A.  Cook  was  born  in  Rutland  county.  \'t., 
j and  removed  to  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  from  whence  he 
came  to  Lockport  in  1827.  He  was  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  seven  years,  and  in  1S37  was  elected  county 
clerk.  He  held  that  position  three  years,  and  in  1S49 
was  appointed  deputy  county  clerk,  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity ever  since,  during  a period  of  nearly  thirty  years. 

William  Bryant  Cook,  engineer  and  surveyor,  was  born 
in  Cambria,  N.  A'.,  January  6th,  1834.  and  came  to  Lock 
port  in  1870.  Office  over  No.  2 Main  street. 

George  H.  Conover,  proprietor  of  saloon  and  billiard 
hall,  No.  I Central  block.  Mr.  Conover  succeeded  to 
the  business  in  1877. 

D.  D.  Crosby  is  proprietor  of  the  railroad  ci'evator. 
This  was  built  and  the  business  established  in  1874.  It 
was  the  first  elevator  erected  on  the  railroad  in  the  city, 
and  does  a business  of  about  $50  ,coo  annually. 

H.  Craig  was  born  at  'Three  Rivers,  in  Canada  F'.ast. 
and  came  to  Lockport  in  the  summer  of  1865,  since  wiiich 
time  he  has  continued  to  reside  in  the  citv,  following  hi> 
trade  of  carriage  trimmer.  He  is  at  present  located  .rt 
No.  25  New  Main  street. 

John  Craine,  nurseryman  and  grower  of  grape  vines. 
Business  established  in  1853. 

H.  H.  Cram,  proprietor  of  Cram's  Flotel,  on  the  F'.uro- 
pean  plan,  at  No.  89  Main  street,  located  there  in  1877. 
having  previously  been  in  the  same  busine-'S  on  Tine 
street. 

H.  FT.  Daniels,  painter  andi  machinist,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  located  in  I.ock])ort  in  1869. 

FI.  S.  Darling,  [irojirietor  Union  House.  Ea-t  .ivenue. 

I.  'T.  Darrison  R Son,  rlealers  in  llour  and.  Red.  .N''.  ; 
Buffalo  street;  bimine^>  eslabli>h.ed  in  i''5i. 

Dr.  Luther  T.  Dickinson,  dentist,  corner  01  M.iin  ..1  d 
Tine  streets.  Business  establi>hed  in  1X71  by  Du  k;!>>  ; 
R Balcom.  Dr.  Dickinson  su<  ceeilevl  to  the  1 U'-in,  " : 
1874.  lie  wa--  born  Nfv  i.  oil’..  i-',i.  u 

Somerset,  .N.  \ . 

John  Devereux  located  in  Lockport  in  the  l.dl  "i  1.^52 
Fie  was  engagev!  in  the  grocery  tnule  till  his  reinxnuut 
1872. 
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HISTORY  OF  XIAC.ARA  COFXTV,  XEW  YORK. 


Henjamin  S.  Dav  enport,  a nativc'o^F.Imira,  X.  Y.,  came 
to  Lockport  about  1822.  In  1S34  ho  was  married  to 
Miss  Phoel)o  Allen.  .Mr.  Davenport  has  for  many  vears 
followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder. 

J.  IF  Davison,  a native  of  Jefferson  county,  X.  \ .. 
located  in  Lockport  in  1866.  He  has  loni;  been  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  gentlemen’s  furnishing  goods,  and  in  1872 
he  established  his  insurance  agency  at  Xo.  2 (>pera  House  | 
block.  ^ I 

Joseph  Donnelly  was  born  in  Lockport  in  1S40,  and  | 
began  to  practice  as  an  attorney  in  the  fall  of  1S73. 
Office,  Xo.  20  Hodge  Ojtera  House. 

J.  W.  Doty  was  born  in  Lockport,  I )ecember  20th,  1S20, 
and  is  probably  the  oldest  resident  of  the  city  who  was 
born  within  its  limits.  He  followed  the  business  of  farm- 
ing till  1873,  since  which  time  he  has  becji  engaged  in 
the  sale  of  agricultural  implements.  Mr.  Doty  was  mar- 
ried m October,  1841,  to  Emily  Wildman,  a native  of 
Danbury,  Conn.  i 

Robert  Dorman,  dealer  in  groceries,  N^o.  33  Locust  ' 
street.  Business  established  in  1869. 

Mrs.  D.  .A.  Douglas,  whose  maiden  name  was  Dickin- 
son, was  born  in  Lewiston,  X”.  Y.  In  1847  she  married 
Uriah  E.  Douglas,  a native  of  Columbia  county,  X'.  Y.  j 
Mr.  Douglas  died  in  1S77,  in  the  fall  of  which  year  Mrs. 
Douglas  came  to  Lockport,  where  she  has  since  resided  j 
at  X’’o.  154  Locust  street. 

Mrs.  B.  Draper  was  born  August  27th,  1813.  in  York- 
shire, England,  and  came  with  her  husband  to  Lockport 
in  1837.'  Mr.  Draper,  until  his  retirement,  was  engaged  i 
as  a brewer.  ! 

Jacob  A.  Driess,  attorney,  was  born  July  loth,  1849, 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  June,  1S56, 
from  Rochester,  Xk  Y.  He  is  a justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  city  of  Lockport. 

Charles  F.  Dudley  was  born  in  Lockport  in  1845. 
was  married  in  1866  to  Miss  .Alice  A.  Sutton.  Mr.  Dud- 
ley is  engaged  in  the  foundry  business  at  56  and  58  Mar- 
ket street.  He  is  the  inventor  of  Dudley’s  fluting  nvachine, 
which  was  patented  Xovember  2d,  1876.  i 

Duncan  ^Vilson,  general  book  and  job  printers,  over  j 
No.  51  Main  street.  This  business  was  established  bv  ' 
Leonard  & Murj.'hy  in  186S,  and  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  present  lirm  in  1876.  George  W.  Duncan  was  born  ! 
June  28th.  1857,  in  Lockport.  : 

Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Dunn,  widow  of  the  late  Michael  Dunn.  ' 
resides  at  X^o.  82  Niagara  street.  Michael  Dunn  was  ' 
married  to  Miss  Ellen  Brennan,  a native  of  F.ngland,  in 
1859,  and  removed  to  Lockj)0rt  in  1S68,  where  he  was 
well  and  tavorabiy  known  in  business  circles  as  a coal  | 
dealer  till  his  death,  September  i6th,  1S77.  ; 

Mrs.  Robert  Dunlap,  a native  of  England,  came  to  1 
America  in  1839,  and  resided  in  [■'.li/abeth,  X’.  1.,  eight  j 
years,  and  afterwarvls  in  Geneva.  .\.  \ ..  till  1855,  wlr.-n 
she  was  married  to  Rolierl  Dunl.tp,  and  came  t.)  .Xi.u.,,' ra 
county. 

Ambroise  Du[)ont  is  of  Canadian  nativity.  He  removed  I 
to  Rochester  in  '1840,  :iflerw.mls  lived  in  I’enn^viv ania  ! 

and  Canada,  .ind  in  iS(J4camie  to  I lakpuii  .nul  v.a>  e.n-  ! 


ployed  by  B.  &:  f.  Carpenter  at  his  trade  as  stone-cutter. 
-Mr.  Du])ont  was  married  in  1843  to  Miss  Amy  Austin,  a 
native  of  Chautamiua  county,  N.  Y. 

h’rederick  Eckensperger,  jr.,  butcher,  Xo.  5 Pine  street, 
is  a nativ  e of  Wertemberg.  He  came  to  Xiagara  Falls  in 
1852,  and  removed  from  there  to  Lockport  in  1872.  Resi- 
dence west  of  the  city. 

Thomas  F.dwardsisa  native  of  Wayne  county.  In  1841 
he  was  married  to  Cornelia  .Ann  Porter.  He  came  to 
Xiagara  county  and  settled  in  Wil.-,on  in  1847.  In  1873 
he  renroved  to  Lockport,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Frank  J.  Eighme,  attorney  at  law,  was  born  in  Buffalo. 
X.  Y.,  October  2,  1850. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Elton,  dressmaker,  was  born  in  Rye, 
Sussex,  England,  in  1845,  and  was  married  to  Washington 
M’.  Elton,  of  Cambria,  Xk  Y.,  April  19,  1859,  her  maiden 
name  having  been  Brooks.  She  came  to  Lockport  from 
Suspension  Bridge  in  May,  1872. 

Ellsworth  Ely  was  born  in  Lodi,  Seneca  county,  X".  \k, 
in  1827,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1861,  having  been  en- 
gaged previously  in  the  dry  goods  business  in  Brooklyn: 
and  was  in  partnership  with  John  A'an  Horn  in  the  hard- 
ware trade  until  1874,  since  which  time  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  Pratt  & Letchworth  in  the  hardware  business, 
at  Buffalo. 

Rev.  Foster  Ely,  D D.,  LL.  B.,  was  born  Alay  21st, 
1836,  at  Watertown,  Jefferson  county.  X".  A'’.  Fie  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Adriel  and  Evelina  F'.  Ely.  He  graduated 
at  Hamilton  College  in  1S5S,  and  at  the  .State  Law 
School,  at  Poughkeepsie,  Xk  Ak,  in  1859.  FTom  the  lat- 
ter institution  he  received  the  degree  of  LL,.B.,  and  from 
the  former  that  of  A.B.,  and  recently  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  F).D.  In  i860  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  as  an 
attorney-at-law,  after  which  he  practiced  a short  time,  and 
then  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  theology,  and  was 
ordained  to  the  deaconate  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  1S64,  and  became  assistant  minister  of  St.  John's 
Church,  Mobile,  .Ala.  In  1S66  he  assumed  a similar  rela 
tionshij)  to  Calvary  Church,  X"ew  A'ork,  and  during  that 
year  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  and  soon  afterward 
became  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Kings- 
ton, X.  A*.  He  resigned  three  years  later,  and  after  spend- 
ing two  years  in  Fhiropean  travel  returned  and  accepted 
the  rectorship  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  of  Xewport.  Kv.. 
continuing  in  charge  till  Decemlier.  1875,  during  which 
time  he  was  mainly  instrumental  in  erecting  a costlv 
church  edifice,  in  reference  to  which  the  presiding  bishop 
said  that  he  might  well  regard  it  .as  his  monument.  In 
1873  Dr.  Ely  was  married  to  Sarah  Olive  Brew  ster,  widow 
of  S.unuel  C.  I>rew.-,ter,  Ph.  1).,  late  of  .Syracuse,  Xk  Ak 
He  resigned  the  rectorship  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  De- 
cember, 1S75,  ami  became  rector  of  Grace  Church.  Lock- 
port,  X".  Ak  .Vs  a tfhristian  minister,  an  elegant  and. 
P'tcible  sj.eiker.  and  a scholar  of  pn'found.  ermiition. 
R.'V.  Foster  Ely,  D.  !k,  is  w id.ely  ami  f.r.or..l)lv  k’:  avn. 

.Vsher  B.  E\  ans,  .V.  M.,  principal  of  the  Lockport  L'nion 
S'  hool,  ami  maker  of  astronomical  calculations,  uasb-mn 
in  Hector,  Tompkins  county.  .X'  Nk.  Septembe'' 2 i 't.  iS^g. 
and  married  .\la\  igtii,  i8('m),  t a S.ir.iii  Eli.-ibeth  ILnnc'. 
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COL.W.  El.  PALMER,  LOCKP  CRT  , NY 


DR.  C.N.  PALMER 


LOCKPORT,  N.y. 


PROMIXKNT  Rr.SIDKX'I'S  n|-  I.OCKl’ORT. 


.>)  l.(Kk|)ort.  He  I amc  to  the  city  in  iS66  from  \\  il>on. 
N.  V.  For  the  last  twenty  year^,  I’rof,  Kvans  lias  liecn  a 
regular  contributor  to  dill’IVeni  matliematiral  periiKiii  als 
in  tlie  I'nited  States  ami  England,  and  has  received  notices 
of  commendation  from  \arious  iniUiential  journals  in  both 
countries. 

C.  \\b  Evans  was  born  in  Lockport  in  1842.  ile  served 
two  years  as  sergeant  in  Company  H of  the  21st  X.  V. 
laialry.  He  is  a barlier.  Residence,  441  Creen  street. 

Eeonard  E\  erett  was  born  in  Canton.  Mass.  He  came 
to  X'iagara  county  in  1S48  and  located  in  Pendleton,  be- 
ing engaged  as  a contractor  in  the  widening  of  the  fsrie 
C.inal  till  1855,  after  which  he  re>ided  at  Clifton  a year, 
at  the  expiration  of  whicli  time  he  remoxed  to  the  town 
of  Eockport  and  worked  on  the  canal.  In  1857  he  be- 
came a resident  of  the  city,  his  family  having  since  lived 
at  12  I Cottage  street.  During  the  pa.st  twenty  years  .Mr. 
Everett  has  been  engaged  on  public  works  in  the  East 
and  \Vest.  .\t  present  he  is  connected  with  the  Holly 
Steam  Combination  Company. 

A.  S.  Finn,  a native  of  Waterloo,  Seneca  county,  X.  Y., 
removed  to  Lockport  in  1S62,  where,  with  the  e.xception 
of  two  years  spent  in  the  oil  regions,  he  has  been  engaged 
in  business  as  a boat-builder.  He  was  married  in  1872 
to  Miss  Kate  E.  House,  of  Lockport. 

S.  H.  Finn,  boat-builder;  yard  on,  the  canal  at  the 
railroad  bridge.  The  business  was  established  by  A.  S. 
ilk  S.  H.  P'inn  in  1S62.  and  carried  on  in  partnership  un- 
til 1865,  since  which  time  each  member  of  the  former 
firm  has  conducted  a separate  business. 

Hon.  Thomas  T.  Flagler  was  born  in  Pleasant  Valiev, 
X.  Y.,  in  i8ii,andcame  to  Lockport  in  1836,  where  he 
has  since  been  known  as  an  energetic,  enterprising  and 
public  spirited  citizen  and  business  man.  Ffe  represented 
his  district  in  the  Legislature  in  1S42  and  1843  and  again 
in  1S60,  and  was  a member  from  this  Congressional  dis- 
trict of  the  thirty-third  and  thirty-fourth  Congresses.  In 
1867  and  1868  he  was  a member  of  the  Xew  York  .State 
constitutional  comention,  and  was  county  treasurer  from 
1849  1S52.  Besides  these  political  offices  he  has  held 

many  trusts  of  high  responsibility  in  business  circles, 
liaving  been  prominently  identified  with  the  leading  in- 
terests of  Lockport  and  the  surrounding  countr\‘.  He  is 
president  of  the  Holly  .Manufacturing  Companv.  presi- 
dent of  the  Xiagara  County  Xational  Bank,  [iresident  of 
the  Lockjiort  Caslight  Company,  prc'-ident  of  the  Lock- 
port  and  Buffalo  Railroad  Comipanx,  and  a director  of 
the  Lockport  Hydraulic  Coni[)anv. 

J.  Fleming  wa-  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  .America 
in  1845,  locating  for  a time  in  I.ock'port,  and  then  remov- 
ing to  Canada  tor  a few  years.  Returning  to  1 ockfiort 
he  became  a permanent  resident,  following  hi>  iuisiness 
as  contract(.)f  for  stone  work,  diti.hing  and  similar  jobs. 

John  j.  Fr.izer,  f arriaee  manufai  ti  rer,  was  born  in 
Lo(  kport.  .April  19th,  1849. 

Rev.  John  X.  Freeman,  of  Lockiiort,  was  Ijorn  in  .\lia- 
h.ib.ul.  X.. India,  julv  i8th,  1844.  IPs  p.irent,->  were  mis- 
'-lonanes  of- the  Presb}  terian  church  in  India,  and  his 
l■llhet■  and  stepmother  were  marlx  rcd  during  the  Sepov 


mutiny  ill  1857-58.  He  came  to  Lockport  from  Peekskill 
X.  A’.,  in  February,  1876. 

Juliu.i  I orhsee,  C.  E.,  a native  of  Cermany,  where  lie 
was  born  in  1835,  came  to  l.oi  kjiort  in  i868,  where  he 
served  scweii  years  as  city  surveyor. 

Benjamin  F.  tlaskill  wa>  born  on  the  old  Caskill 
iiomestead  in  Rovalton,  in  1822.  He  was  married  in 
1843  to  Miss  Olive  Freeman,  of  Royalton.  In  1847  lie- 
removed  to  the  town  of  Lockport  and  purchased  tlie 
farm  now  owned  by  Theodore  E.  A’an  Wagoner,  where 
he  remained  till  1876,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of 
Lockport.  where  he  now  resides  at  155  Genesee  street. 

H.  F.  Gaskill  was  born  in  1845  in  the  town  of  Royal- 
ton,  and  removed  to  the  city  of  Lockport  in  1865.  He 
was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Moore,  of 
Lockport.  Mr.  Gaskill  was  engaged  for  three  years  in 
the  manufacture  of  sash  and  blinds,  and  has  been  em- 
ployed since  1873  as  mechanical  engineer  for  the  Holly 
Company. 

Joshua  Gaskill  was  born  in  Royalton,  X’iagara  county. 
X.  Y.,  in  1835.  He  graduated  at  the  University  of 

Rochester  in  1859,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Xiagara 
county  in  the  following  year.  Fle  has  been  a resident  of 
Lockport  since  1859,  and  has  held  the  offices  of  city  clerk, 
city  treasurer  and  tax  receiver,  clerk  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  and  county  surrogate. 

F'rank  Gibbie  established  the  business  of  the  Xiagara 
Reservoir  Company,  Transit  street,  in  1874.  Messrs. 
Cook  (Sc  Moore  became  partners  in  1877. 

O.  C.  Gibson,  a native  of  England,  came  to  Lockport  in 
1851,  and  has  been  a resident  of  the  city  since  that  time. 
He  is  of  the  firm  of  Gibson,  .Arnold  (S:  Little.  Mr.  Gib- 
son has  been  for  three  years  superintendent  of  the  ;ioor 
of  Xiagara  county,  and  for  the  same  period  overseer  of 
the  poor  of  the  city  of  Loclqiort. 

Fffilward  R.  Graves,  a son  of  the  founder  of  .Amherst 
College,  is  a native  of  Amherst,  Mass.  Fie  was  m.irricd 
June  5th,  1844,  <^0  -Miss  Alary  S.  Campbell,  a daugh.ter  of 
the  late  H.  W.  Campbell,  a well  known  citizen  of  Lock- 
port.  Mr.  Graves  lived  in  Ohio  about  six  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  he  returned,  with  h;s  wife,  to 
Lockport.  and  followed  the  photographic  business  sex  er.d 
years,  hie  is  at  present  employed  as  a salesnnin  ton  a 
Xew  York  paper  house. 

George  Gregg,  miller,  was  born  in  England,  in  iSgi. 
and  came  to  Lockport  in  1864. 

M.  W.  Griffin  is  ot  Irish  pareniaLte.  He  came  to  Lock- 
port  wlien  one  vear  old,  and  graduated  from  the  Ibrnm 
School  in  1861.  FIc  spent  some  time  subseip.iently  in  a 
telegraidi  office,  and  was  book-kee[>er  for  a time  at  tlie 
Lockpemt  Cit\'  B.ink.  In  1868  he  became  m.tnager  ot  the 
Western  L'nion  telegraph  otiice.  since  which  time  it  has 
been  under  his  management. 

Joseph  W,  Grosvenor,  M D..  was  born  in  1837.  in  .8mit!i 
Bro'ikiield,  M.i-'S.,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  i.sfjS.  tri'i.i 
Brox  idence,  R.  L.  and  has  since  been  eng.iged  in  tiie 
practice  of  his  proLcssion.  During  the  late  xvar  Dr.  Grx'- 
venor  serxeil  two  years  as  .a  surgeon  in  the  L'.  .8.  .irn.y. 

Willi.tm  B.  Cioiild,  M D..  was  born  in  Cambri.n 
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her  :<Siii.  iS-’i,  111(1  came  to  Lockport  in  1844.  l>r. 
Oouid  was  appuiiUcd  In  ( io^ernor  Hijffman  one  of  the 
commissioners  to  locate  the  Hiilfalo  Slate  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  and  rc(  eived  an  appointment  as  one  of  the  mana- 
gers of  the  same  from  Governor  Di.v  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  expiring  August  a6th,  1S79.  The  doctor  devotes 
his  leisure  time  to  his  farm  near  the  city,  fifty  acres  of 
. which  is  in  fruit  culture. 

Cornelius  S.  Guild  was  horn  July  25th,  1S40,  at  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Lockport  May  12th,  1S47.  Mr.  Guild 
is  a leading  dry  goods  merchant  and  has  been  jircsident 
of  the  Young  Men’s  .Association  twice,  and  of  the  Young 
.Men's  ('hristian  Association  twice. 

Roscoe  L.  Gulick  was  horn  at  I’ascoag,  R.  I.,  February 
(9th,  1853,  and  was  married  October  14th,  1874,  to  Ella 
t E.  Ransom,  of  Lockport.  He  came  to  the  city  from  Bos- 
ton in  1863  Business,  woolen  mill  and  hat  store. 

■ Albertus  Haskins  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lockport  in 
I 1S39  and  removed  to  the  city  in  1866.  He  was  married 
in  iS68to  Miss  Eli/a  Dancer,  a native  of  Clarence,  Erie 
county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Haskins  is  foreman  for  Steele,  Wells 
Ck  Co.,  lumbermen. 

Otis  Hathaway  was  born  in  Ontario  county,  X.  Y.  He 
i came  to  Lockport  in  1821,  having  taken  a contract  to  open 
' the  canal  through  the  locks,  and  brought  his  family  on 
j the  following  year. 

I John  Hawkes  is  a native  of  Ivngland,  and  was  born 
! September  15th,  1S32.  He  came  to  Lockport  in  1851, 
and  is  engaged  in  butchering  and  the  general  stock  trade, 
j Mr.  Hawkes  served  as  an  alderman  of  the  city  in  1875 
! and  1876,  and  was  elected  su['crvisor  in  1S78. 

i S.  S.  Hallady,  a native  of  Montgomery  county,  XLY., 
i removed  to  Xiagar.i  county  in  1S43  and  located  in  Lock- 

' port,  where  for  eight  years  he  has  engaged  in  the  livery 

business,  and  one  year  in  hotel  keeping  at  the  Gothic 
Hotel,  when  he  removed  to  Canada  and  was  in  the  distil- 
lery business  twenty-five  years,  returning  to  Lockport  in 
1S7  I,  since  whit  h time  he  has  been  engaged  in  buying 
hops  for  a New  York  firm.  Residence  on  Cottage  street, 
corner  of  Line. 

Hall  X Downer,  dealers  in  dry  goods,  Xo.  74  Main 
street.  'I’hi^  I'usiness  was  established  in  r866  by  the  pres- 
ent firm,  jirevioiis  to  which  time  .Mr.  Hall  had  been  con- 
net  teil  for  sixteen  years  with  the  firm  of  Shaeffer,  Bouck 
X Co. 

Dr.  L H.  llclmer  was  born  in  Canajoharie,  Montgom- 
erv  ( uunty.  N 'i'..  .tnd  came  to  Lockport  in  1S53,  having 
prc\iouslv  liseti  for  a time  in  Jetferson  county. 

George  W.  ililthv'li  w is  born  in  Boston,  Mass,,  Decem- 
ber jc.th,  1S05.  .Alter  tlie  dc.u'n  of  his  f.ither,  in  1809,  Mr. 
Hiklreth  rc'ideti  for  a time  in  Keene.  X.  !L,  ,iml  in  iSi; 
rernovctl  to  ALnit  pel;.,  r,  \ ciir.i.'iit.  In  i.siphe  tommemed 
learning  tin’  miih'ier  s .-.ntl  m.u  Innist’s  tr.ules,  and  seiwcrl 
an  a|  prent.'  s \;  u rasos.  .Alt'  r iiis  nuioritv  lie 

imulc  a'ti't  an ’ll  I a;  p'.ii.ii;.-  r ilic  u.-c  o!  s;  hinils,  ,i.n'; 
sohl  them  to  ni'tr.ui'iiii''  in  tlie  Iv.ist  .ind  West,  uispo-''  pg 
of  one  to  tile  A ,, Inn. .ton  Insi-.uue.  in  Xew  York.  He 
tpi.'iu  tile  I d'  lU  1 ,e  f. -.r  m tie;  Inniber  and  iron  re- 
gion! ol  ntiiiln. o. . ; a v!  \'  i s.  I'lit  runc>vct,l  trom  there 


to  I.ockport  in  the  follow  ing  J uly.  In  October  of  that  \ ear 
he  married  A1  i.ss  .Abigail  Pauline  Ifaldwin.  .Mr.s.  Hddrotli 
bore  him  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  died  in  187a 
at  the  age  of  sixtv-fi\e.  Mr.  Hildreth  has  lieen  for  manv 
years  prominently  identified  with  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  Lockport.  In  the  year  1833  he  es- 
tablished Hildreth  X Co.’s  manufactory  of  school  and 
opera-house  turniture,  and  agricultural  and  contractors’ 
rnachinerv,  which  is  the  oldest  manufactory  of  the  kind 
now  in  operation  in  the  city.  In  1837  Mr.  Hildreth  in- 
troduced the  heating  of  houses  by  steam  in  Lockport  and 
other  cities,  and  some  of  his  apparatus  is  now  in  use. 
About  1845  Mr.  Hildreth  assumed  control  of  the  glass- 
works, and  carried  on  the  enterprise  in  connection  with 
his  other  business  for  about  ten  vears.  Mr.  Hildreth, 
now  an  old  man,  looks  back  over  a half  century  and  more 
of  active  business  life  with  that  pleasure  which  must  always 
arise  from  the  consciousness  of  having  done  something  to 
render  the  world  prosperous. 

I'he  well  known  fruit-grower  Claudius  L.  Hoag,  of 
Lockport,  was  born  January  26th,  1S25,  at  Pittstown,  XL 
Y.,  and  removed  from  that  place  into  X'iagara  county  in 
1S34.  In  September,  1853,  he  married  Elizabeth  C. 
Weld,  of  Lockport.  He  has  been  for  the  last  thirty  years 
engaged  in  the  nursery  business  and  fruit-growing. 

Lewis  H.  Hill,  merchant,  was  born  in  Lewiston,  X^.  A'., 
September  2d,  1834,  and  came  to  Lockport  from  Xiagara 
Falls  in  1841.  Mr.  Hill  has  been  secretary  of  the  Xiag- 
ara County  -Agricultural  Society,  a member  of  the  board 
of  education  and  city  treasurer,  holding  the  last  named 
office  two  years. 

Charles  G.  Hildreth  w-as  born  in  Lockport  in  1838,  and 
j has  always  been  a resident  of  the  city,  being  well  known 
as  the  secretary  of  the  Holly  Manufacturing  Company. 

F.  ^V.  FIo’lv,  a son  of  B.  FIollv,  was  born  at  Seneca 
I Falls,  X.  Y.,  1851,  came  to  Lockport  at  the  age  of 
seven  \ ears  and  lias  since  been  a resident  of  the  city. 
He  has  acted  for  the  Holly  Company  for  several  years  in 
the  capacity  of  mechanical  and  erecting  engineer.  In 
1870  he  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Clark,  a native  and 
resident  of  the  city. 

E.  .-Ydam  Holt,  insurance  agent,  was  born  in  Cnmbr’a, 
X*.  Ah,  September  igth,  1823. 

I Hon.  Alfred  Holmes,  attorney,  was  born  in  Albany 
I county,  X.  Ah,  in  1804.  In  1832  he  came  to  I.ockport. 

I where  he  has  since  lieeii  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 

j profession.  Mr.  Holmes  was  district  attorney  from  1842 

I to  1845,  county  judge  of  X'iagara  county  from  1S58 

! to  1866. 

j Sherman  D,  Hoo'per  w.;s  born  at  Rome,  X*.  A'.,  in  '.835. 
1 and  came  to  Lockport  in  iS.;.;.  Since  1864  he  has  been 

j engaged  in  the  in.inufai  ture  of  slaves  and  lieading.  em- 

I [iloying  about  forty  hamD,  and  doing  a bu'-.iness  of  from 

I ,'5i;,oco  to  ,420.000  \e.iily. 

?!lr-,.  M,ir\  ,\.  J 'skson  '. anie  to  I.cu'kport  in  18:5.  In 
j 183.S  siie  in  irried  .’\dol;8;uis  'I’ibbits.  (..f  the  city.  .Mr. 

{ Tibl.hts  died  in  i '^5  7.  and  in  1S60  she  married  Cyril  M. 

|.n  k.-on,  w ho  w a resident  of  l.ocknort  to  the  time  of 

I • * 

' hi->  death.  May.  1 807. 
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I-'.ihvin'Jakeuay,  a naiivcof  EnL;lan(i.  located  in  ( 'anada 
iti  June,  1835,  and  remained  there  three  years.  He  after- 
ward lived  in  (Orleans  county  a few  years,  and  for  a short 
time  in  Ohio.  He  located  [)ermanently  in  Lockport  in 
1848.  Business,  mill^v  right. 

William  E.  Jenney,  maister  and  contractor,  was  born 
in  EockiKjrt,  .-\ugust  pth,  1830,  anrl  was  married  in  No- 
vember, 1855,  to  Rate  Whitbeck,  of  Lockport.  .Mr.  Jen- 
nev  was  major  in  the  66th  regiment,  N.  V.  S.  mililia.  He 
was  sui)er\i>or  of  l.ock[)ortin  1SO9,  and  has  held  many 
other  official  positions. 

C.  W.  fluid,  li(pior  dealer,  31  Locust  street.  Business 
established  in  1871. 

Jacob  Relley,  a native  of  Maine,  located  in  I.ockport  in 
1S60.  He  is  a carpenter  and  carriage  maker.  Shop  on 
East  avenue,  east  of  Central  block. 

James  O.  King  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  N.  V.  He 
came  to  Niagara  county  with  his  father  in  1S35  and  set- 
tled in  Fiartiand.  Fie  removed  to  Lockport  in  1854  and 
has  since  been  engaged  as  a bookkeeper,  having  been  in 
the  employ  of  B.  J.  Carpenter  since  1863.  Mr.  King 
was  supervisor  of  the  first  ward  for  the  years  1869,  1S70, 
1871,  and  1873,  and  has  been  si.x  years  a member  of  the 
board  of  education. 

Dr.  M.  S.  Kittinger  was  born  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
graduated' at  the  College  of  Fdiysicians  and  Surgeons,  at 
New  York,  in  1853,  having  read  medicine  with  doctors 
Gould  and  Fassctt.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  Dr.  Fassett  in  1853.  In  1S56  he  went  to 
Europe,  where  he  passed  two  years  in  the  hospitals  of 
England,  Germany  and  France.  Ffeturning  in  1858,  he 
resumed  his  practice  with  L'tr.  Fassett.  The  partnership 
was  terminated  in  1S61  by  Dr.  Kittinger’s  entering  the 
army  as  surgeon  of  the  looth  N.  Y.  S.  volunteers 
Since  the  war  he  has  lived  at  Lockport  continuously. 

Wells  Knowles  was  born  in  Genesee  county,  N.Y.  He 
came  to  Somerset,  Niagara  county,  about  1855.  He  was 
in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  three  \ ears,  and  came  to  Lock- 
port  in  1865.  In  1875  he  succeeded  Ashely  Rosvel  in  the 
brick  manufacturing  business. 

Walter  L.  l.amont,  deputy  collector  of  customs,  was 
born  in  Lockport.  N.Y.,  September  ::6th,  1S4S. 

Captain  John  Larkin,  a native  of  Ireland,  came  to 
America  in  1832  and  lived  in  Troy.  N.  Y.,  till  1840.  when 
he  removed  to  Lockport,  where  he  has  siiw  e resided  with 
the  excei)tion  of  three  years  s))ent  in  California.  Cajitain 
Larkin  folloued  boating  till  within  the  last  ten  \ears.  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  lioat  building. 

C.  B.  T.  La  Roche,  dealer  in  hats  and  caps,  55  Main 
street,  entered  business  life  as  a clerk  in  the  emplov  of 
Jacob  Sei’ler,  in  1858.  He  w.is  afterwards  in  the  seiwice 
of  Willett  Bonne  N Howard  Strong,  and  in  partnership 
witii  his  brother  he  begun  business  I'or  him.'elf  in  1867, 
since  whit'h  time  he  has  been  a haading  dealer  in  his  line. 

Lerch  K Williams,  dealers  in  dry  goods,  68  and  70 
Main  street,  Lockport,  N.  Y.  Jeremiah  F'.  Leu  h was 
born  in  the  city,  July  22d,  1842.  William  Williams  is 
a native  of  I'ekernurk,  Germ.my.  Fie  came  to  Lockport 
December  ist,  1S62. 


Edwin  Le  \'an,  proprietor  of  planing  mill  and  manufac- 
turer of  cotton  batting,  was  born  in  Cambria,  N.  \’.,  in 
1835.  and  has  been  a resident  of  Lockport  for  many 
j years,  having  lived  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  about  ten  year-. 

I Mrs.  A.  Lewis  was  born  in  Watertown,  ('onn..  ;n 
I 1812.  In  1828  she  was  married  to  E.  W.  I.ewis  of  So..:- 
I ford.  Conn.  Mr.  Lewis  and  family  came  to  Loi  k]»ort  in 
I 1832,  from  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  until  hi- 
I death,  having  been  engaged  in  business  as  a tinsmith  and 
I hardware  merchant. 

^ B.  Lewis,  of  the  firm  of  Flumphrey  N Lewis,  manu- 

1 facturers  and  dealers  in  harnesses,. was  born  in  .\uburn. 
N.  Y.  In  1S43  removed  to  Orleans  county,  from  tltere 
to  Newfane  in  1S49,  and  to  Locki<ort  in  1S59.  Mr.  Lewis 
i is  superintendent  of  the  poor  of  Niagara  county. 

: F'lliott  Lewis,  a native  of  Connecticut,  came  to  Lock- 

I port  in  1S22.  He  soon  afterward  opened  a harness  shop — 

I the  first  in  the  city — where  he  made  the  first  saddle  ever 

i made  in  Niagara  county.  He  retired  from  business  in 

j 1846.  Owning  twenty  acres  of  land  on  M’ashburn  street, 

I he  began  to  improve  it,  and  ojiened  a street  through  it, 

I which  was  named  in  his  honor  Lewis  street, 
j E.  B.  Lewis,  a native  of  Connecticut,  came  to  Lock- 
I port  from  Fiartiand  in  1867,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
I in  the  cultivation  of  flowers,  plants,  vegetables  and  small 
I fruits.  Residence  and  grounds  on  Locust  street  in  t'ne 
I south  part  of  the  city. 

! J.  W.  Little,  cooper,  established  his  business  in  Lock- 
I port  in  1867.  He  employs  thirty-five  hands  and  does  a 

j business  amounting  to  about  $30,000  annually,  manufac- 

I turing  on  an  average  80,000  barrels  per  year.  Mr. 

I Little  was  alderman  two  years,  and  has  served  as  super- 

! visor,  and  as  a corporal  in  the  28th  regiment  N.  Y.  S.  Y. 

^ F.  Loosen,  bone-dust  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  hides. 

' tallow,  furs,  etc..  No.  6 Pine  street,  came  from  Buffalo 
I and  established  his  business  in  1S70. 

I Danforth  W.  Lyon,  dealer  in  hats,  caps  and  ladies'  furs, 

^ Lockport,  N.  Y..  came  to  the  city  in  1837,  from  Buffalo, 
i N.  Y.  He  was  born  at  Stafford,  Conn.,  .\pril  12th,  1807. 

Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Mackey,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mer:- 
cle,  is  a native  of  New  Jersey.  She  married  Barne:; 
M.ackey,  also  a native  of  that  State,  in  1S43.  They  re- 
moved the  town  of  Lockjjort  in  1S36.  In  1867  they 
moved  into  the  city.  Mr.  Mackey  died  in  Match,  1871. 
Mrs.  .Mackey  lives  at  No.  215  Ontario  street. 

! W.  H.  Mapes  was  born  in  the  city  of  Lockport,  January 
19th,  1838.  He  was  in  the  rebellion,  serving  as  capt.nn 
and  major  for  four  and  one-half  years,  and  he  has  been 
I seven  and  one-half  years  in  th.e  civil  service,  holding  a 
responsible  official  position  at  the  present  time. 

Rev.  E.  P.  .Marvin,  pastor  of  the  2nd  Ward  Pre-'  v- 
I tcian  Church,  was  born  at  Bethany,  N.  Y..  in  1834.  .lud 
came  to  Lockport  from  Black  Rock  in  1S66. 

.\.  FI.  Ml  Lean,  [iroprietor  of  the  Niagara  HoU'-e.  1 1n- 

port.  was  born  'n  Sidli\-.tn  countv,  N.  Septemi  - r 1 1:  . 
i,si8.  'I'he  Niagara  House  is  one  of  lire  m..>r  ; t 

hotels  in  the  citv. 

I William  .Met 'dll  is  a native  of  Ireland.  In  1840  i.e 
I came  to  .\mcrica,  and  took  u[v  his  rv-sidencc  in  I.  k k;  t' 
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on  the  site  of  his  ])rcsent  residence,  Xo.  25  Washington  i 
street.  Mr.  McCrill's  oldest  son,  William,  was  killetl  in  j 
the  war  of  the  rebellion  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Nfount.nin.  ] 
In  former  da;s  .Mr.  McGill  |vas  a carpenter  and  builder,  . 
but  for  the  [)ast  few  years  he  has  been  employed  at  \\  il- 
liam  Richmond’s  as  a machinist.  i 

M.  McKenny,  Xo.  135  East  avenue,  is  a native  of  1 
Schenei  tady  county,  X.  V.  He  came  to  Lockport  in  | 
1826,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  followed  his  trade  ] 
as  a mill-wright.  ! 

Daniel  McRim  was  born  in  Lockport  in  1831.  In  j 
1S54  he  was  married  to  .Miss  Eliza  Allen,  a native  of  I 
Ireland.  McKim  is  a moulder  by  trade,  and  since  1S64  j 
has  been  a partner  with  George  W.  Hildreth  X'  Co.  in  the  j 
foundry  business.  | 

William  McLean,  blacksmith,  X'o.  2 Ontario  street, 
located  in  Lockport,  and  commenced  business  in  May,  | 
1836.  He  has  moved  only  once  since  then,  when  he  lo-  I 
cated  at  his  jiresent  place  of  business  in  1851.  j 

M.  E.  McMaster,  proprietor  of  the  " f'armers’  Flouring  ; 

mills,"  bought  the  property  and  succeeded  George  Elliott  ^ 
in  the  business  in  February,  1877.  Mr.  McMaster  was 
born  at  .krgyle,  X*.  V.,  .September  22d,  1831.  October  loth,  ; 

1854,  he  was  married  to  Laura  A.  Brown,  of  Attica,  Ind.  \ 

He  has  been  a resident  of  Lockport  most  of  the  time  | 

since  1836.  . | 

Lawrence  J.  MeParlin,  jr.,  has  always  resided  in  Lock-  i 

port,  where  he  was  born  X'ovember  14th,  1848.  After  | 

leaving  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  worked  at  the  j 

stave-mills  in  Blast  Lockport,  and  afterward  entered  a j 

telegraph  office  and  became  manager  for  the  Atlantic  and  j 

Pacific  company.  He  subsetpiehtly  studied  law  with  | 

Hon.  Richard  Crowley  two  years,  and  with  Thomas  M.  j 

Webster  three  years.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  | 

Rochester  in  1875.  Besides  his  legal  practice,  he  repre-  j 

sents  Martindale’s  Collecting  ,\gency  in  the  county,  also 
the  International  Law  and  Collecting  Agency,  and  is  ' 

agent  for  the  Inman  line  of  ocean  steamers,  and  for  C. 

B.  Richards  vX  Boa’s  Banking  .Association,  in  which  con- 
nection he  sells  drafts  on  all  parts  of  the  world.  He 
founded  the  Lockport  Catholic  Literar\-  Union,  and  was 
tor  three  years  secretary  of  it;  president  of  the  C.  .M.  B. 

branch  whii  ii  bears  his  name,  and  was  first  grand 
vice-president  of  the  granil  council  of  tliat  association  for 
Xew  York;  and  was  for  three  years  president  of  St. 
John’s  1 ot.il  .M)-tinence  S'>ciet\.  He  was  chairman  of  ' 
the  second  w.ird  Repuldican  committee  five  vears,  and  j 
secretary  of  tlu-  lountv  ciuiimitte  two  \ears,  and  has  been  ! 
ehairiii.in  i>f  the  greenb.u  k c(.uni_\  < ominittee.  j 

T.  ().  Markev  w.i-,  huirn  in.  Ireland,  and  came  to  Lock- 
port  in  1849,  He  sina  L-eded  C.  Pennos  er  in  the  inami-  | 
far  tureof  bolt-,  in  1870.  Manuf.ictory  at  172  .Market  | 
street.  | 

Hugh  Mar^ii.ill  v.is  born  in  Belf.i-.t,  Irelaml.  Hec.ime  ' 
to  the  city  0!  .\cw  \oik  in  i ,uul  rein. lined  there  till  j 
1847,  when  lie  < ,ii,ie  lo  .Xi.ig.ir.i  county  and  located  in  ; 
I.ockport,  where  lie  ha-  r.iin  e lolhmed  his  business  a>  a I 
iii'.toiii  tailor  l-tr'-ideiii  t N-c  .^.i\ton  street.  i 

Mr->.  D.  .\Liiitt  w .l^  1'.  1 n .n  Xewt.ine,  X’l.tg.ira  county,  ■ 


in  1813.  She  is  a daughter  of  William  Wisner,  formerlv 
of  Seneca  county,  who  came  to  Xewfane  in  1810,  taking 
possession  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Jacob  Outwater. 
two  and  a half  miles  east  of  Olcott.  Mrs.  Merritt  came 
to  Lock[)ort  in  187  i. 

J.  E.  Merritt  was  born  in  Xewfane,  and,  after  living  in 
.Somerset,  came  to  Lockport  in  1866.  In  1870  he  begun 
the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements  on  a small 
scale,  since  w'hich  time  the  business  has  graduall)  inc  teas- 
ed till  at  present  he  employs  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hands, 
doing  a business  averaging  §25,000  to  §30,000  annually. 

George  B’.  Miller,  barber,  at  the  Judson  House.  Busi- 
ness established  in  the  fall  of  1S77. 

James  Molyneux,  X'o.  47  Main  street,  wholesale  and 
retail  dealer  in  tobacco  and  cigars.  Business  established 
in  1875. 

John  W.  Moran  was  born  in  Lockport,  March  31st. 
1854.  He  is  a grocer,  his  place  of  business  being  at  8 
Exchange  street. 

Marcus  Moses,  residing  at  X'o.  135  East  avenue,  was 
born  in  Hartford  county.  Conn..  September  30th,  iSoo. 
He  came  to  Lockport  from  Rochester  in  1823,  and  has 
lived  here  most  of  the  time  since,  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  from  which  he  has  now  retired.  He  lived  in 
Ohio  from  1828  to  183S,  and  during  1835,  1836  and  1837, 
was  appointed  a captain  in  the  militia  of  that  State  and 
promoted  to  the  office  of  colonel. 

Hon.  Elisha  Moody,  senior  member  of  the  firm  owning 
the  Xiagara  Xurseries,  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  interests  of  the  county  for  the  past  forty  years,  having 
been  president  of  the  western  Xesv  York  Horticultural 
Society,  and  of  the  X'iagara  County  Agricultural  Society, 
alderman  from  the  fourth  ward,  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Lockport  and  member  of  Assembly  from  X'iagara  county. 
In  1867  he  was  tendered  by  Governor  B'enton  the  ap- 
pointment of  horticultural  commissioner  from  X'ew  York 
State  to  the  world’s  fair,  at  Paris,  which  appointment  he 
was  obliged  to  decline  on  account  of  other  business  en- 
gagements. 

Orange  C.  Moody  was  born  in  Stowe,  Vermont,  Decem- 
ber iith,  1820,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1847. 

Mr.  Moody  served  as  a volunteer  in  Kansas  with  John 
Brown,  of  anti-slavery  fame.  • 

Henry  H.  Moore.  X'o.  16  Main  street,  isa  wholsale  and 
retail  dealer  in  cigars  and  tobacco.  Blusiness  established 
in  tS66. 

Thomas  Moore  was  born  in  Monroe  county  and  came 
to  Lockport  in  May,  1825.  He  has  been  in  the  painting 
and  the  sash  and  glass  business.  He  is  at  present  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  [lumps,  in  the  rear  of  Xo.  30 
East  avenue. 

James  Morgan  was  born  in  Royalton,  came  to 
Lockport  in  1848,  and  has  since  lived  there  and  been  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  a . car[)enter.  His  father.  Thomas  .Mor- 
gan, a native  of  Wales,  located  in  Ro\.ilt<>n  in  1830.  in 
1848  he  also  removed  to  Lock[)ort,  where  he  died  in  1.S52 
Mrs.  .Morgan  is  still  living  with  her  son  on  Chestnut 
street. 

•Mrs.  Sarah  Howe  Morris,  M.  D.,  w.is  born  in  Maine. 
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Slic  ^tiulicil  nicdii  inc  at  the  N\'w  Hn:^laad  I'cinalc  Acad- 
emy now  Boston  Cndcr^itv  , and  .traditatcd  troin  that 
in>iitntion  in  i ''(x;,  S)ic  interested  iierselt  ut  the  study 
(if  drunkennes-  in  its  various  conditions,  anti  came  to  the 
(onclusion  t!\u  it  was  a curalde  disease;  and  for  several 
years  she  devoted  her  time  and  energies  with  imicli  suc- 
cess to  the  improvement  in  the  condition  of  inebriates  of 
all  classes.  The  proper  credit  will  be  given  her  for  bold- 
ness and  origintility  in  this  project,  when  it  is  understood 
that  she  devised  and  put  her  scheme  into  operation  before 
the  establishment  of  the  Baltimore  and  Binghamton  Asy- 
lums as  medical  institutes.  She  was  married  in  1871  to 
lames  Morris,  a native  of  Carlisle,  England.  They  left 
Brooklyn  in  1873.  and  were  not  permanently  located  un- 
til February,  1875,  when  they  came  to  Lockport,  where 
Mr.  Morris  follows  his  business  as  an  engraver,  and  Mrs. 
Morris  has  since  practiced  her  profession.  Residence, 
135  Washington  street. 

Elias  Moyer  was  a native  of  Berks  county.  Pa.  He 
removed  to  Lockport  in  1850,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  grocery  trade  till  his  death  in  iS6a.  He  was  married 
in  1849  to  Miss  Louisa  M.  Watterson,  who  survives  him, 
living  at  103  Ontario  street. 

James  P.  Murphy,  agent  for  the  Workingmen’s  Grocery 
.Association,  was  born  in  Minden,  Montgomery  county, 
N.Y.,  May  9th,  1816,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1S32  from 
Starkville,  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Murphy  occupied 
the  position  of  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  29th  district 
N.  Y.,  from  1862  to  1871. 

James  E.  Murray  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lockport, 
February  28th,  1832.  After  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mor- 
den  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Lockport,  where  he  has 
become  very  proficient  in  running  a steam-engine  for 
various  purposes,  but  principally  for  threshing,  and  pre- 
dicts that  before  many  years  it  will  almost  entirely  super- 
sede the  various  powers  now  em[)!oyed. 

Mrs.  Luman  H.  Xicholls,  formerly  Miss  Ann  Minerva 
Hallady,  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Montgomery  county 
N'.Y.  In  1838  she  was  married  to  her  late  husband’ 
Luman  H.  Xicholls  was  a native  of  Albany  county,  X.Y 
In  1837  he  became  a resident  of  the  city  of  I.ockport, 
where  for  several  years  he  practiced  his  profession  as  an 
attorney  and  rlealt  somewhat  in  real  estate.  He  died 
September  2d.  1864,  since  whu  h event  Mrs.  Xicholls  has 
resided  at  i6o  Cottage  street. 

John  Xoiiie,  proprietor  of  Xoble’s  steam  bakeries,  loca- 
ted and  begun  bu^ine.is  in  I.ockport  on  a '(mail  scale  in 
1868.  He  has  gradually  increased  it  until  he  emi>loys 
ten  hands,  running  three  ba.keries  in  the  city  and  doing  a 
business  of  about  ."jiao, 000  annually,  consuming  about 
21,000  pounds  of  lluur  per  annum. 

William  L.  Xorman  w.is  born  in  1848.  In  1S57  the 
business  now  carried  on  by  [.  G X W.  L.  Xorman  was 
esta!)lished  bv  William  .Xorm.’n.  For  further  inform. ition 
seH.'  history  of  the  brew  ing  iiUerest. 

Rev.  Robert  Xorton,  pastor  of  the  Second  ’'tard  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  I.ockport,  was  born  I'ebruarv  i8th., 
1S22,  at  Goshen.  Conn.  He  came  to  I.ockport  in  Iul\-, 
1857,  from  Rushford,  .Mleg.my  county.  X. 


Ch.arles  .\ugustus  Olmsted,  civil  engineer,  was  born  in 
Onondaga  Valley,  Onondaga  county,  X'.  Mav  geth, 
1811,  and  came  to  Lockport  from  Kentucky  in  i8^c. 
Mr.  Olmsted  has  been  assistant,  resident  and  tIi\ision  en- 
gineer on  the  Erie,  Cham[)lain  and  other  canals  of  the 
State  of  X'ew  York. 

George  P.  Ostrander  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rc\  • 
Xiagara  county,  X".  Y.,  February  25th,  1S47.  and  h 
a life-long  resident  of  the  county.  He  is  a lawver  : . 
jirofession  and  is  at  present  surrogate  of  X'iagara  coiin.i-. . 

Timothy  Paige,  a native  of  Bennington  countv,  Vt..  ' - 
moved,  at  the  age  of  two,  with  his  parents  to  ( in.; 
county,  Xb  Y.,  where  they  lived  till  1814,  when  he  v.e:  • 
to  Jefferson  county  and  remained  there  til!  1817,  when  lie 
came  by  schooner  to  Fort  Xiagara  and  walked  from  there- 
to Lewiston,  and  from  Lewiston  to  Wright's  Corners,  ami 
thence  to  Slayton  Settlement.  Flere  and  in  other  places 
round  about  he  worked  by  the  month  in  clearing  land 
and  at  similar  work.  In  1824  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Eliza  Wright,  also  a native  of  Vermont.  In  the  meanti’ue 
he  had  bought  a farm  near  Orangeport  of  Jose[)ii  ielliro::. 
He  located  upon  it,  and  in  1826  was  elected  constable, 
and  he  served  as  constable  and  sheriff  till  1836.  In  1846 
he  removed  to  Michigan  and  remained  there  eight  years, 
after  which  he  was  for  twelve  years  a resident  of  Butt'alo. 
Mrs.  Paige  died  in  1855,  and  two  years  later  he  was  again 
married,  to  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Rogers,  of  Buffalo.  In  1865  he 
removed  to  Lockport,  since  which  time  he  has  served  as 
constable,  health-inspector  and  in  other  capacities,  and  for 
seven  years  has  been  crier  in  court.  Residence,  259  Pine 
street. 

W.  H.  Paine  was  born  in  Rhode  Island.  In  1856  he 
located  in  Rochester,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in  th.e 
service  of  the  Xew  York  Central  P^ailroad  Company  and 
is  at  present  acting  as  baggage-master  at  Lockport,  where 
he  has  resided  since  1865.  Mr.  Paine  w.as  married  in 
1851  to  Miss  Laura  S.  Webster,  of  Monroe  county,  X.  V. 

Asa  F.  Payne  was  born  September  5th.  1S39,  at  Perr\  - 
ville,  Madison  county,  X’.  Y.  Pie  came  to  Lockport 
-April  ist,  1848,  and  is  engaged  as  a milk  dealer.  R.->i- 
dence  on  Clinton  street. 

1 G.  W.  Penfield,  a son  of  .A.  B.  Penlield,  was  born  in 
1 Monroe  county,  and  removed  with  his  parent.s  to  I.ocki'i'r: 
in  1S50  He  was  for  six  years  book-kee[>er  at  the  .Xiaga.'. 
County  X'ational  Bank.  In  1S66  he  engaged,  in  coiuj  am. 
with  Jesse  Shaeffer,  in  the  produce  business  and  continu- 
ed in  it  till  J uly,  1877. 

II.  L.  Penfield,  carpenter  and  builder,  Xo.  191  Xo; 
Transit  street,  is  a nati\eof  .Monroe  county.  He  < .nc.e 
to  I,ock[)ort  in  1840  and  was  married  to  .Miss  Jane  1 . 
Oliver  in  1842. 

1 Jesse  Peterson  was  born  in  Belf.ist,  .Alleg.mv  conn".. 

I X".  Nb.  Octol.'er  ist,  1850.  ami  came  to  l.m  kjiori  in  i8  ■: 
i He  is  a manufacturer. 

1 llir.uii  .A.  Phillips  w,is  born  in  Ont.irio  (diiiV.  1. 

; h'K'.Ued  as  a faruier  in  Ro\altot\  in  1847.  .ind  i.:.i 
I t(.i  I.ockport  in  1871.  where  he  has  since  lived  retired. 

! lames  C.  Ph.illips  was  born  in  .'>weden.  Monroe  ■ ou- • \ . 
j X.  \ ..  Mart  h 22(1.  i.-ih.  In  i8p8  he  u.ts  m.'.rnVd  i-  M.  ' 
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j Sarah  Fcrrce,  of  the  same  town,  and  a year  or  two  later 
removed  to  North  Hartland,  Niagara  county.  Mrs. 
Phillips  died  in  1850,  and  in  tlie  following  year  Mr.  Phil- 
lips  married  Miss  Louisa  A.  Fortia,  of  Orwell,  Rutland 
county,  V't.  He  died  February  7th,  1865. 

: H.  C.  Pomroy  ha^been  a life-long  resident  of  the  town 

I and  city  of  I>ockport,  having  been  born  in  the  town  in 
i 1825.  Mr.  Pomroy,  who  resides  at  144  I.ocust  street, 
is  engaged  in  the  hardware  trade  at  44  Main  street,  cor- 
ner of  Pine,  .and  is  a stockholder  and  trustee  of  the 
H(dly  .Manufacturing  Company,  and  a director  of  the 
.Niagara  County  National  Bank. 

Hon.  Scion  P.  Pomroy  was  born  September  22d,  1830, 

I in  Benhington,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to 
i Lockport  in  1838.  Mr.  Pomroy  became  early  known  in 
' political  and  public  life,  having  been  connected  editori- 
ally with  the  i>ress  of  Lockport  while  a young  man,  and 
continuing  in  that  relation  twenty-eight  years  in  the  city 
and  elsewhere.  He  was  captain  and  afterwards  major  in 
the  N.  Y.  National  Guards.  In  1855  and  1856  he  was 
canal  collector;  in  1856  member  of  .\ssembly;  and  he  is 
now  clerk  to  assistant  canal  superintendent  Hon.  Linus 
Jones  Peck. 

G.  C.  Pool,  a native  of  T.ewiston,  removed  to  Lockport 
in  1869,  and,  after  butchering  two  years,  engaged  at  his 
trade  of  carriage  trimming  and  painting.  Shop,  58  and 
60  Market  street. 

Thomas  Powers,  carriage  blacksmith,  was  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Lockport  from  1874  to  1876. 
He  was  born  in  Ireland,  November  14th,  1835,  and  came 
to  Lockport  from  Suspension  Bridge  in  1857. 

Mrs.  Paulina  Pratt,  whose  maiden  name  was  Parsons, 
was  born  in  Goshen,  Hampshire  county.  Mass.,  and  came 
to  Niagara  county  in  1832,  with  her  husband,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Pratt,  to  whom  she  was  married  in  1826,  and  settled  in 
the  town  of  Wilson.  In  i860  they  removed  to  Lockport. 
Mr.  Pratt  died  in  January,  1870,  since  which  time  Mrs. 
Pratt  has  resided  at  No.  66  Genesee  street. 

Daniel  Quinlian,  jr.,  manufacturer  of  cigars.  No.  56 
Main  street  up  stairs  , successor  to  Ogden  N Qumlian. 
The  business  was  established  in  the  spring  of  1875.  Mr. 
Quinlian  does  an  e.xtensive  business;  employing  si.\ 
hands  in  the  winter  and  a larger  force  in  the  spring  and 
summer. 

.Mfred  Ransom  was  born  in  Colchester,  Sulliv  an  countv, 
N.  Y.,  February  i6ih,  1823.  He  came  to  the  town  of 
Wilson  in  184c,  and  from  there  to  Lockport  in  1867.  Mr. 
Ransom  is  an  arrhitei  t and  builder,  and  devotes  a portion 
of  his  time  to  farming.  He  has  served  as  commissioner 
of  highwavs  and  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Wilson,  and  as 
sheriff  of  .Ni.igar.i  county  three  v'ears.  Taking  an  active 
part  in  the  bite  rebellion,  he  acapiitted  himself  with  inurh 
credit  as  captain  of  tlie  23rd  battery  from  November, 
I S()  I , to  .Voni,  I 003. 

Lewis  Kaii^nm,  builder  and  m.ichinist,  wa-  l”-rr.  in 
Ulster  county,  N.  Y.  He  c,ime  to  Niagar,i  (ounty  in 
1840,  ami  located  at  Ransom',  ille,  wh.ere  lie  resided  con- 
tinuoiisl',-  till  iS.Ri,  :>nd  has  rv'SKi.'!  a puiiinn  of  tl'c  bme 
since,  having  spent  smue  time  in  tiie  .-soulh.  11  ■i..;iie  ;•) 


Lockport  in  1866,  and  has  been  a resident  of  the  city 
ever  since.  In  1S66  NIr.  Ransom  was  married  t<)  .Miss 
Mary  Estes,  a native  of  .Addison  county,  Vt.,  at  that  time 
a resident  of  the  town  of  Porter. 

Walter  J.  Ransom,  M.D.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Por- 
ter, N.  Y.,  April  3d,  1853.  Dr.  Ransom  was  assistant 
surgeon  at  Bellevue  Dispensary  during  the  winter  of  1S74 
and  1875,  and  a member  of  Charity  Hospital  medical 
staff  from  .April,  1876,  to  March,  1877,  when  he  resigned 
on  account  of  ill  health.  Residing  in  East  Lockiiort 
he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Mrs.  Rhoda  Judd  Raymond,  daughter  of  Ozias  Judd, 
an  early  settler  of  the  county,  sister  of  Orange  Judd, 
publisher  of  the  American  A^riailtunst,  New  Aork  city, 

I and  widow  of  .Augustus  E.  Raymond,  who  died  in  1874, 

I was  born  in  Lewiston,  Niagara  county,  July  17th,  1829, 
i and  married  to  her  late  husband  in  September,  1849. 

George  W.  Rector  is  a native  of  Montgomery  countv. 
He  came  to  Niagara  county  and  located  in  Lewiston  in 
1824.  In  1846  he  removed  to  Lockport,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

William  Richmond,  No.  4 Gooding  street,  was  born  in 
i Worcestershire,  England,  October  7th,  1847,  and  came  to 
I Lookport  February  3d,  1868,  from  Perry,  Wyoming  county. 

N.  Y.  Mr.  Richmond  is  a manufacturer  of  patented 
i improved  machinery  for  flouring  mills. 

Victor  W.  Ringueberg  was  born  in  Lockport  in  1849, 
and  has  been  a life-long  resident  of  the  city,  where  he  is 
largely  interested  as  a farmer,  grape-grower  and  wine 
I manufacturer. 

j Daniel  Rodenbach,  liquor  dealer,  was  born  in  Lyons, 
j W.ayne  county,  December  29th,  1S40.  and  came  to  Lock- 
[ port  April  i6th,  1867. 

j L W.  Rogers,  produce  and  commission  merchant.  No. 

' 79  Market  street.  Business  established  in  1857. 

Edwin  Saxton,  No.  303  Market  street,  successor  to 
Slocombe  &:  Saxton  in  1877;  in  1875  Slocombe  8;  Saxton 
succeeded  H.  M.  Brundage,  who  established  the  business 
in  1870. 

1 E.  W.  Scott,  superintendent  of  agencies  for  the  Faiuit- 
able  Life  Insurance  Company,  Broadway,  New  York  city, 
was  born  in  Cambria,  Niagara  county,  in  1845,  came 
; to  Lockport  in  1S63,  where  his  family  have  since  resided, 
j Thomas  Scovell,  loan  and  insurance  agent  and  notary 
j public  ^residence  198  West  Main  street),  was  born  in 

j Orwell,  Vermont,  October  2d,  1383.  He  came  to  Cam- 

I bria  in  1836,  and  from  Cambria  to  Lockport  in  March, 
j 1S67. 

George  Seaver,  cigar  manufacturer,  over  No.  82  Main 
! street,  employs  from  ten  to  fifteen  hands,  manufai'turing 
I from  25,000  to  40,000  (igars  per  month,  and  iloing  a 
; busine^'^  of  about  .sty, 000  annually.  This  business, 
j wliich  vvas  established  in  1S73,  is  the  most  extensive 
!'.'.mu*',;<  t"r\  "f  ’'v  fmd  in  Ni  i.,ara  c<)unty. 

ie.>.'e  •fler,  0,.i!er  in  gram,  iwans,  wool  ami  ot’  r 
produce,  was  born  in  Haupliin  county,  Ba.,  Januarv  220, 
I 1112,  and  c.’.me  to  Lorkport  in  1824. 

!'dwir<l  Simii'ori'-  i-  a n.tlive  <•(  M.idison,  N.  A’., 
where  iie  vv  burn  vuvi  mi,  isi;.  IL  ■ ,;me  tu  I o;  , 
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port  in  April,  1S38,  from  (Galesburg,  111.  He  has  been 
for  many  years  a silversmith  and  jewelry  manutaeturer, 
.iml  latelv  has  engaged  somewhat  extensivilv  in  tlic  sale 
of  music.  In  1856  Mr.  Simmons  was  one  ot  the  trustees 
of  the  village  of  I.ockport,  and  he  has  been  treasurer  of 
the  Niagara  County  Agricultural  Society  o ur  years, 
and  treasurer  and  deputy  of  the  Niagara  Bible  Society 
for  thirty-eight  years. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Skeels,  managing  editor  of  the  Loikport 
D.iily  Uniott,  was  born  in  Hartland  in  iSj:5.  He  was 
elected  member  of  .Vssembly  from  this  district  in  1S6S  and 
1869,  serving  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
his  constituents.  Under  his  management  the  Cnion  has 
greatly  imj)rovcd  in  editorial  ability  and  intluence,  and 
its  circulation  has  largely  increased. 

Arthur  A.  Skinner  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Ind., 
December  19th,  1847,  and  came  to  I.ockport  in  Sep- 
tember, 1S76,  from  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  had 
been  for  three  years  employed  as  a teacher.  Mr.  Skinner 
has  been  for  the  past  two  years  superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  of  I.ockport. 

Alfred  H.  Smith,  merchant  miller,  Niagara  Mills,  was 
born  in  Chili,  N.  Y.,  June  25th,  1828,  and  came  to  Lock- 
port  in  1863,  from  Buffalo. 

T.  Frank  Smith,  a son  of  Thomas  Smith,  who  settled  at 
I.ockport  in  1821,  was  born  in  the  city  in  1831.  He  has 
always  been  a resident  of  Lockport,  and  having  retired 
from  active  business  is  living  quietly  at  his  home  at  368 
East  avenue. 

.George  F.  Smith;  a native  of  Germany,  located  in  Lock- 
port  in  1857,  and  followed  his  trade  as  harness-maker  un- 
til 1863,  when  he  opened  a saloon  and  restaurant  under 
the  Niagara  County  National  Bank,  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Pine  streets,  which  he  has  conducted  to  the  present 
time. 

Rev.  S.  C.  Smith  is  of  Canadian  nativity,  having  been 
born  in  the  town  of  Carter,  District  of  Gore,  Ont.,  May 
2ist,  1819.  He  moved  from  Canada  into  the  town  of 
Porter,  Niagara  county,  in  1828.  For  thirty  years  and 
more.  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
duties  of  a clergyman  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  having  served 
the  churches  at  Youngstown,  Wilson,  Somerset,  Middle- 
port  and  Clinton  street,  Lockport,  regular  terms. 

I.yman  A Spalding  was  born  in  Scipio,  Cayuga  county, 

N.  Y.,  February  28th,  1800,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  De- 
cember, 1S22,  from  Canandaigua,  Ontario  county,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Spalding  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  business 
men  of  Lockport.  His  time  is  divided  between  the  du- 
ties of  a merchant,  a miller,  a broker  and  a manufacturer 
of  iron  machinery.  For  years  Mr.  Spalding  was  interest- 
ed in  the  construction  and  operation  of  saw  and  grist- 
mills, building  and  owning  in  whole  or  in  part  a number 
of  each  in  different  [tarts  of  the  county.  He  was  tveastirer 
of  Niagara  county  from  1S36  to  183S,  United  States 
assistant  assessor  in  t.sp.i,  and  postmaster  of  the  city  of 
Lo(  k[iort  from  November,  1S66,  to  .March,  1S71. 

George  Specht,  cooper,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
and  came  to  .\mericain  1855.  In  1856  he  was  married 
to  .Miss  RunlgutHla  Uber,  also  a nati'.e  of  Bav.iria.  In  ! 


1857  he  engaged  in  business  as  a cooper,  whii  h he  con- 
tinues in  the  same  shop. 

Steele,  Hoag  &:  Company,  malsters.  ri.i>  business, 
which  is  very  e.xtensive,  was  established  in  1 -75.  larue 
brick  malt  house  was  erected,  fotir  stories  i'.i_-!t,  120  teet 
by  50  feet,  capacity  for  malting  about  6o,oco  bushels  per 
annum,  employing  only  four  men,  the  use  of  elevators 
taking  the  place  of  more  hands. 

Origen  Storrs,  a native  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  came  to 
Lockport  from  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  in  (839,  and  was  fur 
several  years  engaged  in  the  sale  of  general  merchandise. 
He  is  at  present  connected  with  the  Lockport  Banking 
Association.  He  has,  during  his  residence  in  the  citv, 
held  a number  of  responsible  offices,  among  them  those 
of  supervisor,  magistrate,  and  mayor.  He  was  mavor 
at  the  time  of  the  Chicago  fire,  and  took  a leading  part  in 
raising  money  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers. 

J.  B.  Sullivan,  grocer.  No.  ii  Pine  street,  succeeded 
Sullivan  & Hyer,  who  established  the  business  in  the 
spring  of  1870.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a native  of  Montreal, 
Canada,  and  located  in  Lockport  in  1852. 

William  Sullivan,  a native  of  Toronto,  Canada,  came 
to  Lockport  in  185 8,  and  was  for  several  years  engaged 
in  the  bakery  business.  Since  1873  he  has  conducted  a 
saloon. 

Stephen  Suit  was  born  in  Columbia  county,  Penn.,  and 
came  to  Lockport  in  March,  1836,  as  foreman  in  laying 
the  track  of  the  Lockport  and  Niagara  Falls  strap  rail- 
road. He  has  remained  in  the  city  since,  and  has  for 
many  years  been  in  the  employ  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  &:  H.  R 
R.  R.  Company,  as  road-master.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest 
railroad  men  west  of  Rochester,  if  no:  the  oldest. 

Samuel  R.  Talbot,  carriage  manufacturer,  was  born  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1836,  and  came  to  Lock- 
port  in  1840.  He  was  married  to  Mary  C.  Young  in 
1871. 

Alexander  Tenbrook,  hotel  keeper,  was  born  in  Potts- 
ville,  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.,  June  4th,  1838.  He  came 
to  Lockport  thirty  years  ago,  and  has  lived  in  Niagara 
county  ever  since,  being  known  as  an  enterprising  citizen, 
and  an  active  worker  politically,  in  the  Democratic 
party. 

James  O.  Tenbrook  was  born  July  20th,  1850,  at  Lock- 
port,  N.Y.,  and  married  June  5 th,  1874,  to  Franc  H.  Ray- 
mond, of  Cambria,  N.  Y.  Judson  House. 

John  P.  Tenbrook  v.-as  born  February  loth,  1S4S,  at 
McEwensville,  Pa.,  and  is  now  engaged  in  hotel  keep- 
ing in  the  city  of  Lockport.  He  served  in  the  rebellion 
as  a member  of  battery  M,  ist  N.  Y.  Light  .\rtil!ery. 

L.  H.  Tenbrook,  a native  of  Nortiuiinberland  countv. 
Pa.,  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1849.  He  keju  a hotC 
in  Somerset  two  years,  and  at  Youngstown  one  year,  anvl 
after  living  in  \\’aterloo,  Seneca  count}',  a t ear,  he  fe- 
mo\ed  to  I.ockiiort,  and  ke[)t  the  Tenbro<>k  House  about 
a vear.  He  runaincil  in  tiie  citv  till  g ' t'  :r. 

when  he  assttmed  control  of  the  t'lot’i:!  H 'd,  o: 

Lock[)ort. 

-•V.  L.  Tennant  was  born  in  Lockport.  and  has  reside  i 
for  several  ye.'rs  in  Cambria.  In  iSt);  he  reiurncvl  to 
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I.ockport,  where,  in  1S67,  he  est;il>li->lie(l  .1  shin  Iront 
manufactory.  The  business  has  gradually  increased  since 
then,  and  at  present  the  factor)-  turns  out  60,000  fronts 
per  annum,  furnisliing  employment  during  the  l)usy 
season  to  about  fifty  hands.  In  1.S67  Mr.  'I'ennant  added 
the  manufacture  of  sliirts  to  his  |)re\  ious  busines.i.  He 
occupies  the  third  floor  of  the  Central  Block. 

ii'indsor 'Frowbriflge  was  born  in  Monroe  county',  X.  Y., 
in  1S2;,  and  \^■as  married  to  Miss  Mary  R.  Heath  in 
184O.  .Mr.  Trowbridge  removed  to  Lockport  in  1853, 
and  located  permanently,  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick  till  1S65.  In  1S67  he  [)urchased  the  greenhouses 
and  vegetable  gardens  of  Joseph  I)u([uette,  which  busi- 
ness he  has  sucoes.'>fully  conducted  ever  sine  e. 

A.  Walter  Tryon,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Durham,  X'.  Y., 
in  1840,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1854,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession- 
During  the  late  war  he  served  three  years  as  an  army- 
surgeon,  being  for  two  and  a half  years  in  charge  of  the 
U.  S.  general  hospital  in  Alexandria,  Va. 

William  C.  Tucker,  a native  of  Boston,  Mass.,  removed 
to  Niagara  county  in  1832,  and  located  in  Lockport.  He 
was  by  trade  a wood  turner  and  cabinet-maker,  which 
business  he  carried  on  with  different  partners  and  in 
different  locations  in  the  city  till  his  retirement  in  1S71, 
when  the  business  passed  into  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Wright  Rogers.  Mr.  Tucker's  residence  is  at  old  No. 
59  Pine  street. 

Anton  Ldrich,  a native  of  France,  came  to  Buffalo  in 
1858.  ^ In  1S63  he  removed  to  Lockport  and  established 
himself  in  the  brewing  business.  For  particulars  see 
history  of  that  interest. 

C.  E.  Lnderwood,  dealer  in  dry  goods.  No.  6 Main 
street.  Business  established  in  1877. 

Hon.  Burt  Van  Horn  was  born  in  die  town  of  New- 
fane,  N.  Y.,  October  28th,  1823  and  came  to  Lockport  in 
1S65.  He  has  for  many  years  been  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture and  fruit-growing.  Mr.  Van  Horn  served  three 
years  in  the  Assembly  of^  the  State  of  New  York,  and  six 
years  in  Congress.  He  is  now  the  L'nited  States  internal 
revenue  collector  for  the  28th  New  York  district,  embrac- 
ing nine  counties,  with  headtiuarters  at  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  John  Van  Horn  is  a native  of  Ovid,  Senecc 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  March  7th,  1813.  Mr.  Van 
Horn’s  father  located  in  Niagara  county  in  1810.  He 
built  mills  in  the  follow  ing  year,  and  in  May,  1S19,  brought 
his  family  from  their  former  home  in  Seneca  countv. 
Mr.  Van  Horn  has  been  a ilry  goods  and  hardware  mer- 
chant in  the  county  for  forty  years,  and  besides  being  a 
well-known  bu.siness  man,  he  has  been  prominent  in  iud)lic 
life.  In  1845  he  was  elected  county  clerk  and  served 
three  years.  He  w as  chosen  county  trea-iurer  in  18^6,  and 
held  the  office  for  one  term.  .Vlways  interested  in  the 
cause  of  eilucation,  he  w as  elected  trustee  of  the  board 
of  education  of  the  cil\-  <>f  Lockport,  atul  sersed  r.ix 
years,  ami  he  was  president  of  the  board  for  live 
years.  He  was  apj>ointed  by  the  governor  of  New  York 
a commissioner  for  building  the  State  blind  asylum  at 
Batavia,  and  served  until  its  completion.  in  1870  lie  was 


elected  mayor  of  the  city,  and  justice  of  the  peace  in 
1875,  and  still  holds  the  latter  office. 

'I'.  H.  \'an  Horn,  druggist,  69  .Main  street. 

M.  P.  \'an  Valkenburgh  was  born  in  Canaan,  ('.•lumbl.i 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Lockport  with  his  faiher's 
family  in  1838.  In  1835  Mr.  Van  \'alkenburgh  was  mar- 
ried to  Caroline  ^\'orden,  a itative  of  Wayne  count)-, 
N.  Y.  .Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh  has  been  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  for  many  years. 

Thomas  N.  \'an  \'alkenburgh.  vice-president  of  the 
Niagara  County  N.itional  Bank,  Lockport,  was  born 
December  23d,  1842,  at  Lockport.  . He  was  married 
June  15th,  1S65,  to  Francis  A.  Lewis,  also  of  Lock- 
port. 

William  A.  Van  Valkenburgh  was  born  at  New 
Canaan,  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  the  tow  n 
of  Lockport  with  his  father  in  1825.  .\bout  1831  he 
came  to  Lockport,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  till  184S,  when  he  bought  a farm  near  the  rapids, 
in  the  south  part  of  the  town.  Remaining  tnere  till  the 
s[jring  of  1878,  he  removed  to  the  city,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  was  one  year  inspector  of  lumber  for  Niagara 
county. 

Alfred  Van  Wagoner  was  born  in  Milan,  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  January  26th,  1812.  In  April,  1S33, 
came  to  the  town  of  Somerset  and  purchased  a farm  on 
the  lake  shore.  At  present  he  is  a resident  of  the  city 
of  Lockport.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1844  and 
held  the  office  till  removed  by  President  Tyler,  and  he 
has  held  various  town  offices,  besides  that  of  county- 
treasurer,  to  which  he  w-as  elected  in  1852.  In  1S72  and 
1873  he  was  an  alderman  from  the  3d  ward. 

Morgan  Van  Wagoner  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1S33  and  located 
in  Somerset.  In  18C7  .Mr.  Van  Wagoner  removed  to 
Lockport,  where  he  has  since  lived  retired.  He  w-as 
commissioner  of  highw-ays  in  Somerset  for  several  years, 
and  supervisor  of  that  town  three  years. 

Charles  Watts,  dentist,  w-as  born  in  Birmingham, 
England,  January  7th,  1S41,  and  came  to  Lockport 
October  7th,  1862,  from  Rochester,  having  come  from 
Fmgland  in  1842. 

Hon.  P.  D.  Walter  was  born  September  15th,  1S17,  in 
Sjiringfield,  Otsego  county,  N.Y.,  and  came  to  I.ockport 
from  Richfield  Springs,  N.Y.,  in  1845.  ^Yalter.  who 

is  known  as  one  of  ih.e  most  enteriirising  jew-elers  of  wes- 
tern New  \\)rk,  has  occupied  many  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility,  among  w-hich.  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing : In  1841  and  1842  he  commanded  a regiment  of 
militia;  in  1S53  he  was  trustee  of  the  then  village  of 
Lockport;  in  i860  and  iSOi  he  was  secretary,  in  1862- 
64  treasurer,  in  1S65  and  1866  vice-I1re.•^ident,  and  m 
1867  [iresident  of  the  Niagara  County  .\gricultural  So- 
ciety; in  1863  and  1866  he  served  as  city  trea.-'Urer  and 
t.ix  receiver;  in  the  fdl  of  1871  'ne  w.i-  elected  I'lerk  of 
Niag.ira  county  and  str\ed  three  years,  a-id  in  1873  he 
w as  chosen  mayor  of  the  city  of  Lockport.  He  is  connec- 
ted with  Crace  Church,  and  i-  now-  one  of  the  trustees  of 
De  \'eaux  College,  at  Suspension  Bridge. 
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RES.  OF  L.P.  WENTWORTH,  109  CHURCH  ST.  LOCKPORT,  N.Y. 


I 

f ■ 


EZRA  PERRY  WENTWORTH.  Cu-O 


I’ROMIN'EXT  RKSIDKN  TS  OK  LOCRKORT. 


'I'homas  G.  Watson,  dealer  in  j)aving"  and  building  j 
-(ones,  was  born  in  Rochester,  X.  V.  (,)uarry  north  of 
the  city  of  Lockport,  on  Price  avenue. 

.Mrs.  E.  M.  Webber  was  born  in  ()rwell,  .\<Jdi-on 
county,  Vt.,  in  iStj.  In  1836  she  was  married  to  her 
! '.te  husband,  Mr.  .V.  C.  Webber,  a native  of  Worth.ing- 
ton,  I’erkshire  county.  Mass.,  who  luul  come  to  Xiagara 
. ounty  with  his  father’s  family  while  young,  and  who  was 
.It  the  time  of  his  marriage  a dry  goods  merchant  in 
I.ockport.  He  died  in  December.  1S49.  j 

M.  H.  Webber,  a native  of  Camlrria,  X.  V.,  was  born  in 

I. 824.  He  has  always  li\ed  in  Xiagara  county  and  is  I 

now  a hardware  dealer  in  Lockport.  | 

Williard  Wild  was  born  in  Berkshire  county.  Mass.,  in  ' 

1808,  and  in  1810  came  with  his  father's  family  to  Gene-  1 

I 

■ ee  county,  where  he  resided  till  1830,  when  he  moved  | 
to  Lockport  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  J.  H. 
Mosier.  In  1S62  he  removed  to  his  present  location  on 
South  Transit  street. 

Rutlege  Wells,  foreman  of  Wells’s  lumber  yard,  18 

C.iledonia  street,  was  born  December  29th,  1S27,  at 

Stratford,' Conn.,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  185  3. 

Ezra  P.  Wentworth  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  X'.  Y., 
in  1810  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1825,  afterward  pur-  ' 
chasing  the  farm  where  his  son  A.  P.  Wentworth  now  lives, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years  and  then  removed 
to  the  city  of  Lockport.  In  1832  he  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  in  which  he  continued  till  1875.  He  remov- 
ed to  Buffalo,  and  after  a residence  of  si.\  years  there  re- 
t.irned  to  Lockjmrt.  In  1833  he  was  married  to  Olivia 
Ann  Sweet,  who  died  in  1851.  In  1S53  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, to  Ph'ebe  L.  Flagler,  who  still  survives  him,  residing 
at  Xo.  109  Church  street.  Mr.  Wentworth  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Congregational  church  of  Lock- 
port.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  business  until  about 
two  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  January  24th, 
1877. 

,\le.\ander  AVhite  established  a hoop  skirt  and  corset 
manufactory  in  Lockport  in  1S66.  In  186S  it  was  chang- 
ed to  a trade  in  millinery  and  fancy  goods.  The  business 
is  rapidly  increasing,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive 
in  the  city. 

W.  W.  Whitmore  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  W.  W. 
Whitmore  & Company,  proprietors  of  sandstone  (juarries.. 
This  business  was  established  in  1830  by  Whitmore 
Robins,  and  several  times  changed  hands  until  1S72, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  under  the  management  of  ! 
the  present  firm,  consisting  of  W.  W.  Whitmore,  Charles  1 

II . Rathbone  and  Gilbert  Brady.  Branch  yards  are 

located  at  Rochester,  under  the  management  respectivelv  ^ 
of  Whitmore,  Brady  ht  Company,  and  Whitmore,  Rath-  1 
bone  Company.  The  first  use  made  of  sandstones  for  | 
street  paving  was  on  the  lower  end  of  Main  street.  Buf-  | 
falo,  in  1836.  j 

Fr.ink  \V.  Wicker  ^\:^s  born  in  Erie  countv,  Xh  Y.,  and 
I amc  to  Lockport  in  1845,  "^ng-tged  in  book-keepiim 
and  carpenter's  work.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  aSth 
Regiment  X.  V.  S.  Volunteers,  .\fter  three  months  he  I 
w.is  det.iiUal  for  sign.d  service  duty,  .mil  in  1863  received 


a lieutenant's  commission.  He  was  discharged  in  1865. 
■ind  was  aiipointed  second  in  command  of  the  land  l av  ing 
forces  of  the  .Vtlantic  cable,  and  at  its  completion  return- 
ed to  Lockport.  He  was  up[)ointed  special  agent  lor 
.\I.iska  in  1869,  and  in  1873  coliector  of  customs  at  Key 
We->t,  Florida,  wliere  he  still  rem.iins,  having  been  re-a]j- 
pointedin  187S,  ,\1  r.  Wicker  was  married  in  i860  to  Miss 

Hattie,  a daughter  of  Z.  M.  P.  Spalding. 

Joshua  Wilber,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Lock-Cit\ 
Xru's,  was  born  in  Xorwich,  Cenn.,  in  1824.  He  was 
married  in  1856  to  Mary  Hickey,  of  Lockport. 

S.  A.  Wilcox  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Vt.  He 
conducted  a cheese  factory  at  Sanborn  three  years  after 
coming  to  X'^iagara  county,  and  afterwards  had  control  of 
one  in  St.  Lawrence  county  for  four  years.  In  1877  he 
came  to  Lockport  and  bought  out  Palmer’s  Laundrv, 
over  numbers  15  and  17  Pine  street.  This  business,  which 
is  now  so  extensive  as  to  keep  about  fifteen  hands  con- 
stantly employed,  was  established  in  1874,  by  W.  E. 
Palmer. 

Daniel  'Willard  is  a native  of  the  city.  In  1876  he  estab- 
lished a furniture  manufactory,  which  he  has  conducted 
since  with  increasing  success,  employing  at  the  present 
time  six  hands. 

Ebenezer  \Y . Williams,  of  the  firm  of  Williams  6c  Co., 
livery  st.able  keepers,  was  born  in  Shoreham.  Vt.,  in  1S17, 
and  came  to  Lockport  in  1834.  Mr.  '\\'illiams  has  held 
several  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  having  been 
alderman,  police  justice  and  canal  superintendent. 

John  C.  Williams,  a Canadian,  came  to  Lockport  in 
1S60,  and  has  since  worked  at  his  trade  a.s  a cooper,  in 
the  spring  of  187S  he  was  appointed  on  the  city  police 
force. 

Mason  B.  Williams,  of  the  firm  of  Williams  6c  Co.,  livery- 
men, was  born  in  Royalton,  X'.  V.,  Octgber  3d,  1S21,  and 
was  married  to  Mary  J.  Dunlap  Xovember  19th,  1850. 
Mr.  Williams  has  resided  in  the  city  during  his  life,  ex- 
cepting four  years’  residence  at  Whitewater,  M'isconsin. 
He  is  now  superintendent  of  section  10  of  the  Erie 
Canal. 

George  W’oods  was  born  in  England.  In  June,  1835, 
he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Lockport,  following 
agricultural  pursuits  for  a livelihood  until  he  became  su- 
perintendent of  Glenwood  Cemetery,  which  position  he 
holds  at  the  present  time.  He  was  married  in  1S34  to 
Miss  Mary  .\nn  Little. 

Samuel  Works  was  born  in  X'ew  Hampshire,  and  came 
to  Rochester  in  1S16,  removing  from  there  to  Lockiiort 
in  1831,  ami  began  farming  on  the  site  of  D.  M.  Mather's 
tannerv.  Mr.  Works  has  been  called  to  a number  of 
ofticial  positions,  having  been  Stale  Senator  two  terms  ami 
superintendent  of  tlte  canal  one  year. 

O.  C.  Wright  established  himself  in  the  city  as  a book- 
seller in  1841.  The  jiresent  firm  of  ( ).  C.  6c  E.  C.  \\'right 
was  formed  in  1851,  simw  wliich  time  tl'.e  junior  member 
his  been  the  active  man.iger  in  the  book  department.  \. 
-to(  k of  pi.inos  and  organs  was  added  about  1830,  . '1 
that  br.inch  of  tin-  business  ha-  been  under  the  m.tn.ige- 
nunt  of  .Mr.  ().  C.  Wright.  I'iiis  house,  which  is  vme  ot 
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the  oldest  of  its  class  in  western  N'ew  York,  does  a busi- 
ness of  from  §35,000  to  §40,000  per  annum. 

' \V.  S.  Wriglu  was  born  October  1824,  at  Oran- 

ville,  Washington  county,  X.  Y.,  and  was  married  Xovem- 
ber  19th,  1847,  to  Maria  Lockwood,  of  ( )lcott.  Mr. 
Wright  was  justice  of  sessions  in  1859,  and  clerk  of  X'iag-  ; 
ara  county  from  1863  30  1866,  and  has  hehl  many  minor 
offices,  being  at  present  a member  of  the  board  of  educa-  j 

tion  of  tlie  city  of  l.oekport.  He  is  a dealer  in  furniture  ■ 

and  fr.imes  at  Xo.  67  .Main  street,  and  <levotes  much  of  j 

his  time  to  fruit  culture  on  the  lake  shore  at  Olcott,  X’^.  Y.  1 

Edward  A.  Young,  designer  and  engraver  on  wood  and  ' 

metals,  was  born  at  Rochester,  X".  W,  in  1852,  and  came 
to  Lockport  in  iS6i,  from  Somerset,  X.  Y.  .Mr.  Young 
was  elected  town  clerk  of  Lockport  in  1878. 

Stephen  Young,  a native  of  Onondaga  county,  X*.  Y., 
came  to  I.ockport  in  1833.  In  1839  he  purchased  and 
settled  on  the  farm  that  he  at  present  owns. 

Among  other  prominent  residents  and  business  men  of 
the  city  of  Lockport  the  , following  are  conspicuous  : 

C.  A.  Barnes,  grocer,  Xo.  30  Main  street;  Joseph  Batton, 
sheriff  of  Xnagara  county;  Edward  D.  Bennett,  saloon- 
keeper, Xo.  II  Main  street;  R.  H.  Bond,  attorney,  over 
No.  37  Main  street;  J.  L.  Breyfogle,  merchant,  X'os.  68 
and  70  Main  street;  Albert  F.  Brown,  X'o.  66  Walnut 
street;  Charles  L.  Burgess,  X’^o.  6 John  street;  B.  and  J. 
Carpenter,  proprietors  of  stone  quarries  and  dealers 
in  cut  and  sawed-  stone.  Transit  street  and  State  \ 

road;  P.  J,  Collins,  Mansion  House;  Rev.  P.  Can-  ' 

non,  pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church;  Rev.  J.  W.  ! 

Cooper,  pastor  of  Congregational  church;  Fred.  | 

Crosby,  canal  forwarder,  X"o.  23  Gooding  street;  J.  I 

Crosby,  Xo.  33  Gooding  street;  James  R.  Compton,  | 

cashier  X’iagara  County  X^ational  Bank;  Mrs.  .Annie  i 

Culver,  X’’o.  189  Genesee  street;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Daniels,  i 

Lake  avenue;  Mrs.  J.  G.  Disinger;  L.  Duquette;  Dr.  R.  j 

Davison,  Xo.  55  Main  street;  Mrs.  Mary  S.  C.  Graves,  ; 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Brockett,  X’o.  216  West  Main  street;  Henrv 
(.Irigg,  manager  of  Saxton  R Thompson’s  mill;  Edgar  P. 
Holly,  assistant  superintendent  Steam  Combination 
Company;  John  Hodge,  secretary  Merchant’s  Gargling  i 

Oil  Company;  John  .V.  Hubbard,  postmaster;  Hon.  R.  ! 


H.  Hoag,  Xu.  233  l.uik  street;  B.  Holly,  consulting 
engineer  Holly  .Manuf.ictunng  Compaity;  M.  T.  Hanev, 
of  the  firm  of  .M.  '1'.  Haney  N Company;  R.  F.  Holly, 
of  the  firm  of  Snyder  ev  Holly;  John  T.  Joyce,  of  the 
llrm  of  Ransom  X Joyce,  attorneys;  Hon.  James  Jackson, 
jr.,  president  farmers’  and  Mechanics’  .Savings  Bank; 
Charles  Keel),  43^  Locust  street  ; George  R. 

Keep,  corner  of  High  and  Waterman  streets;  Mrs. 
Chauncey  Keep,  East  avenue;  .Augustus  Keep,  .Xo. 
13  East  avenue  ; Eugene  Kearns,  publisher  and 
proprietor  of  the  X'iagara  Industrial  Adi'ocate,  over 
51  Main  street;  P.  H.  Linneen,  canal  contractor;  S.  J. 
Dibble;  S.  Curt  Lewis,  banker  and  county  treasurer; 
Frank  Lackor,  dealer  in  flour,  feed  and  grain,  corner  of 
Buffalo  and  Saxton  streets;  Myron  C.  Ludlum,  proprietor 
of  boarding  and  livery  stables,  corner  of  Cottage  and 
Center  streets;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Mack,  154  Locust  street;  S. 
Wright  McCullum,  market  gardner,  ice  dealer  and  wine 
manufacturer,  corner  of  X'orth  .-Vdam  and  Yine  streets; 
Thomas  McMahon,  proprietor  of  meat  market,  X’o.  27 
Main  street;  Miss  M.E.McCullan;  Rev.  D.M.Moser,pastcr 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church;  Hon.  H.  D.  McNeil, 
proprietor  of  the  X'ew  York  Tea  Store,  Xo.  r Hodge 
Opera  House  Block;  Mark  McDonough,  police  justice 
and  United  States  commissioner,  othce  Xo.  i.i  Hodge 
Opera  Flouse  Block;  Colonel  William  McRae,  contractor, 
Xo.  25  Gooding  street;  Robert  T.  Paine,  M.  D.,  17  i On- 
tario street;  Waterman  S.  Pound,  manager  for  Owen 
Pixley  iS:  Company,  X^o.  58  Main  street;  Hon.  Linus 
Jones  Peck;  .Abraham  Pettit,  carpenter,  X’^o.  8 Spalding 
street;  W.  E.  Shaeffer,  dealer  in  produce,  wool,  grain  and 
seed,  X''os.  22  and  24  Market  street;  David  E.  Snyder,  of 
the  firm  of  Snyder  & Holly,  X’o.  iii  Chestnut  street; 
Rev.  G.  VY.  Southwell,  rector  of  Christ  Church;  3Y.  W. 
Steele,  of  the  firm  of  Steele,  Torrance  Co.,  X’o.  69  X'i- 
agara avenue;  Frederick  Specht,  barber,  Hodge  Opera 
House;  George  .A.  Torrance,  of  the  firm  of  Steele,  Tor- 
rance & Co.,  X'o.  135  Ontario  street;  Charles  H.  Van  Da- 
sen,  proprietor  of  the  Opera  House  news  room;  Robert 
Yan  Valkenburgh,  dentist,  over  X'o.  72  Main  street;  John 
C.  Williams,  X'o.  75  Yan  Buren  street;  Mrs.  Ann  Eliza 
Young,  422  Walnut  street. 
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THE  TOWN  OF 


CAMBRIA. 


: ''C 
1 


HE  act  of  the  I.ei^islature,  passed  Marcli  iith, 
iSoS,  to  form  Niagara  county  from  Genesee, 
included  the  following  lines: 


And  be  it  further  enacted  that  that  part 


■ ^ county  of  Niagara  lying  north  of  the  main 


stream  of  the  Tonnawanta  creek,  and  of  a line 


extending  west  from  the  mouth  of  said  creek  to 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
dominion  of  the  King  of  (Reat  Britain,  be  erected  into 
a town  by  the  name  of  Cambria;  and  that  the  first  town 
meeting  in  the  said  town  be  held  ct  the  house  of  Joseph 


Hewitt.’’ 

“ And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  so  much  of  this  act  as 
relates  to  the  forming  of  towns,  shall  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  day  preceding  the  first  Tuesday  of  Ajtril  next.” 
Tuesday,  April  5th,  1808,  according  to  the  town  rec- 
ords, “ the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Cambria,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  met  in  town  meeting 
at  the  house  of  Joseph  Elewitt;  and  Robert  Lee,  Esq., 
a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Genesee, 
presided,  superintending  the  same.  'I'he  said  town  meet- 
ing being  thus  organized,  proceeded  to  tlie  election  of  a 
town  clerk.  James  Harrison  was  duly  elected  ; Joseph 
Hewitt  supertisor;  Robert  Lee,  Jfenjamin  Barton  and 
Charles  Wilber,  commissioners  of  highways;  Lemuel  Cook, 
Silas  Hopkins  and  John  Hunn,  assessors;  Stephen  Hop- 
kins, collector;  Philemon  Baldwin  and  Thomas  Slat  ton, 
overseers  of  the  poor;  Steqihen  Hopkins,  Ray  March, 
Stephen  A.  Baldwin  and  .Alexander  Haskin,  constables; 
Enoch  Hitchcoek  for  the  eastern  district,  and  Thomas 
Hustler  for  the  western,  i>ound-masters.” 

'Phen  followeil  the  necessary  legislative  enactments: 
“Ordered,  that  there  be  erected  one  other  pound  in 
addition  to  the  one  ordered  by  a former  town  meeting  of 
the  then  town  of  Erie,  in  the  eastern  district,  near  the 
sciiool-house,  on  the  land  of  Gad  U’arner,  Estiuire.” 
This  location  was  at  ( tr.ingeport,  the  other  near  Lewi.>ton. 

.Sixteen  overseers  ot  highw.iys  were  elvted  .and  assign- 
ed their  routes.  By  reference  to  the  esta!.'li--lied  higli- 
w.ays  it  may  be  judged  that  smne  of  the  ili.>trii  ts  imposed 
a ratlier  tedious  duty,  for  examjile,  one  from  Eort  Niagara 
to  tl'ie  main  street  of  Lewiston — seven  miles. 

It  was  furtlier  ordered  that  a reward  ot  li\e  doll.'r;  be 
I'aiil  for  eacli  and  every  wolf  killed  in  said  town,  on  proof 
before  a magistrate,  accompanied  with  the  production  of 
th.e  skull  with  the  enore  skin  iheri.'im ;"  an.  1 “ th.it  cone 
hundred  dcjll.irs  be  r.usec.1  li)r  ilie  (.lestruction  of  wolves. 


I 

j by  a direct  tax  on  the  said  towns.”  .Also  that  one 

I hundred  dollars  be  raised  for  the  supiiort  of  the  poor,  and 

! two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  ‘reiieration’  of  the 
highways.” 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  the  next  season  at  the 
: house  of  Stephen  Plopkins.  The  following  items  of 

! record  will  be  acceptable  to  such  are  inteiested  in  the 

j derails  of  pioneer  management  : 

j “ Marks  of  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  : Daniel  Ffowell’s 

j marks,  half  penny  on  the  left  ear,  the  half  pennv  on  the 

! under  side  of  the  said  ear,  and  a slit  on  the  end  of  tiie 

j right  ear.  Josejih  HoweH’s.  a crop  o.’f  the  end  of  the 

j left  ear  and  a half  penny  on  the  under  side  of  the  same 

! ear.  Charles  Wilber's,  a slit  on  the  end  of  each  ear. 

John  Beach's,  a slit  in  the  right  ear.  Elijah  Dotv’s.  a 

j svrtallow  fork  on  the  left  ear.”  Similar  devices  were  rc- 

I sorted  to  by  all  the  owners  of  animals,  that  of  necessitv 

I must  run  at  large  until  clearing  could  be  done  and  pastures 

: fenced.  For  any  one  other  than  the  owner  to  meddle  or 

i appropriate  was  a violation  of  the  cardinal  law  of  cont- 

I munitv.  This  first  town  meeting  also  “cmdered  that  th.e 
1 ' . . ° 

j lawful  fence  in  said  towm  shall  be  five  feet  six  inches  h’g". 
i and  the  over^^eers  of  highways  shall  act  as  fence-viewer--  " 
I The  aggregate  vote  in  the  town  for  five  candidates  at  the 
first  election  of  State  senators,  was  sixteen.  For  mein't'er 
' of  Congress,  Peter  B.  Porter  had  forty-three  votes.  Natlran- 
j iel  W.  Howell  twenty-eight,  and  .Archibald  Clark  tw.i. 

i For  member  of  .Assembly,  S.  Clark  had  forty-four  vote.-, 

i Phineas  Stephens  two,  and  Peter  B.  Porter  two. 

^ We  have  reason  to  admire  the  concert  of  action  :h  .: 

I prevailed  among  the  first  settlers,  in  forming  and  reg 
j ing  communities.  “Alenin  high  estate”  did  not  pr-.'h. 

I themselves  on  former  position  or  Favored  com!;:;  ;-. 

I nor  hesitate  to  become  subordinates  if  services  were  re- 

' ipiired  to  advance  the  jirosperity  of  all.  I'en i.-.r.- 

Barton,  before  in  the  position  of  sheriff,  wielding  j ' .r 
I o\er  all  western  New  A'ork,  becomes  a highway  O'm;:..-- 
i sioner  or  piuhmaster.  Peter  B.  Porter  stanils  m r... 

I with  him,  for  any  duty  imposed;  also  Jonas  H.irn-":'.. 

I eelucateel  and  ipialilied  lawyer,  the  first  est.ibli-h.eii  ;' 

the  county,  and  for  several  terms  the  efticient  to\\  n ■ .vr'-; 

I Wherever  the  most  reliable  men  were  foar.d.  they  , • 
stibmitteal  and.  were  frt'ei\-  used. 

I . • 

.\f  a meeting  held  at  the  house  ot  Ir.  II. ;r.  . . 

i 14th.  1815,  the  eommissiuners  divided  tile  :■  ' .. 

I nine  school  districts.  I'here  are  now  f.\el\e.  ; . 

amount  of  public  im mey  for  i S7S  was  ,si .ge  1 .4  t . 1’  -':  ' 

1 No.  4 received;  the  large".:  amount.  1 Po.hg ; N u ; 
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jiallcst,  $81.77.  scholars  between  the  ages  of  five 

•ui  twenty-one  number  five  hundred. 


EARLIEST  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  TOWN'. 


The  origin  and  record  of  those  who  lay  the  founda- 
on  of  communities  is  a part  of  the  n\ost  interesting  his- 
>ry.  It  would  almost  .seem  a hereditary  spirit  of  ad* 
unce  that  controls  tlie  acts  of  most  who  settle  the  wild 
)calities  of  a new  country.  Insjiirited  by  laudable  en- 
.‘rprise,  it  is  often  the  case  that  a halt  is  made  only  to 
ee  settlement  commence. 

Philip  Reach  and  his  family  were  the  leading  pioneers 
f Cambria.  In  the  spring  of  iSoi  their  tent  was  pitched 
in  the  bank  of  Howell's  creek,  by  the  side  of  the  Indian 
rail  they  had  been  for  days  traversing.  .Vt  this  point 
ras  built  the  first  log  house  to  shelter  reclaimers  ot  the 
raste  places  and  sutiduersof  tlie  forest.  Mr.  Ifeach  had 
»ecome  acquainted  with  the  country  by  having  been  the 
,-arliest  mail  carrier  from  Ratavia  to  Fort  Niagara.  He 
'ollowed  obscure  Indian  jiaths,  directed  by  an  Indian 
cuide.  As  there  was  no  white  man’s  habitation  to  enter 
ivhen  night  overtook  him,  the  ground  was  his  bed,  the 
;orest  trees  his  covering,  the  sky  his  window  to  disclose 
jhe  light  of  day.  It  was  the  diligent  work  of  several  days 
to  complete  the  round  trip.  Relief  from  the  arduous 
duty  was  only  had  by  the  voluntary  aid  of  his  brother 
Jesse. 

This  service  was  performed  for  Ganson  and  Hosiner, 
who  had  the  mail  contract  cb.iring  the  years  1799  and 
1 800. 

j During  the  same  season  Philip's  wilderness  home  was 
made  less  lonely  by  the  welcome  arrival  of  his  two 
brothers,  Jesse  and  John,  with  their  families.  Strange  as 
it  may  now  seem,  when  they  sought  and  found  a new 
home,  within  the  distance  of  a hundred  miles,  it  was  upon 
the  outer  boundary  of  the  s.une  county  and  town  in 
which  they  had  lieen  living;  they  oniy  moved  through  the 
county  of  Ontario  and  town  of  Northampton;  marked 
trees  indicating  a road  for  them  from  Ratavia.  Emigrat- 
ing from  Vermont  in  1789,  Isaac  Scott,  father  of  Mrs. 
Jesse  Reach,  jmrcliased  a tra<  t of  bind  from  the  notorious 
Ebene-ter  Allen,  at  liie  outlet  ot  .Mien’s  creek  into  the 
Genesee  river.  'Tltc  jilace  was  named  from  him  Scotts- 
ville.  Hinds  Chamberlain,  a brother-in-law  of  Scott’s, 
locating  at  Avon  tlie  tear  previous,  and  William  Hen- 
eher,  at  Scotts-.iile,  were  the  llr-t  wiiite  >et'lers  west  of 
the  Genesee  river.  Ti.e  Re.u  lu  s.  w hen  they  located  in 
the  unknown  .Niag.ira  <ounty,  ;nul  been  rer,idcnts  of  the 
Seott^ville  neighborlioi h1  aliout  ten  wars. 

It  ma\'  be  noiu  ed.,  as  show  ing  the  condition  of  a 
county  that  now  embr.ici-s  die  v.ealtii  of  eight  populotis 
eounties,  iluit  in  i8od  PIuJip  Re.u  ii.  one  of  the  as<i  ssors 
ot  the  town  01  Noi  i!i.ui'p!,);i.  !e\  ii.d  a t.i\.  upon  lire 
b.isis  ot  a valuauon  o^  .lil  '.lu  re.'I  and  ))er>onal  property, 
aumuntiiig  to  ,S  ;.785.g(>S,  ! he  .unount  of  tax  to  be  col- 

lec  ted  over  ,m  extent  o!  lountrv  reaching  west  'vf  tiie 
(leiKsee  river  to  l.ake  l.ne  amt  the  I'emisvlvanin  line, 
■iml  north  and  south  iioiuilie  .iiore  of  I ,.ike  ( 'ntarir)  to 


1 

I 


the  Allegheny  river,  was  $8,387.11;  and  it  vvas  collected 
from  one  hundred  and  ten  tax-payers. 

To  provide  against  destitution,  the  Reaches  brouglit 
into  the  woods  what  thev  supposed  would  be  a year’s 
ample  supply  of  j)rovisions  for  their  families.  The  draft 
of  others  upon  them,  vvho  had  not  their  means,  or  who 
failed  to  exercise  their  forethought,  early  exhausted  their 
stores.  To  replenish  them  vvas  not  an  easy  undertaking. 
David,  the  eldest  son  of  Jesse  Reach,  and  some  others, 
were  detailed  for  the  mission.  Making  their  way  to 
Lake  Ontario,  they'  embarked  in  a small  skiff  and 
coasted  along  the  southern  shore  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Genesee  river,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Scottsville.  A 
cargo  laid  in,  the  return  voyage  was  accomplished  by 
long  days  and  nights  'of  fatigue. 

Philip  attempting  to  locate  before  surveys  had  been 
perfected,  Mr.  Ellicott,  to  encourage  settlement,  directed 
him  to  “stick  a stake,”  and  promised  to  survey  a piece 
for  him,  which  he  did.  regardless  of  any  other  survey, 
and  gave  him  possession.  This  was  the  Howell  place. 
Mr.  Beach  sold  to  Joseph  Hewitt,  who  exchanged  with 
William  Howell  for  the  present  Joseph  P.  Flevvitt  farm 
on  the  Falls  road,  above  Lewiston.  Mr.  Reach  next 
located  on  the  Sparrow  Sage  farm,  which  he  sold  to 
William  Molyneux,  and  settled  next  on  what  is  now  the 
See  farm,  east  of  Molyneux’s  Corners.  He  finally  located 
on  the  North  Ridge,  half  a mile  from  the  South.  Fie 
died  .-Vugust  is-t-,  1S40,  aged  sixty-eight;  and  his  wife 
Lois  March  28th,  1842,  aged  sixty-seven. 

In  1810  Jesse  Beach  made  his  final  location,  west  of 
Molyneux’s  Corners,  on  the  place  that  has  since  been 
retained  by  his  son  Cyrus  Beach.  Here  he  died  December 
5th,  1S15,  aged  forty-seven.  His  wife,  Lovinia,  a daughter 
of  Isaac  Scott,  mentioned  in  connection  with  Scottsville. 
survived  her  husband  forty-three  years,  and  died  August 
29th,  1858,  aged  ninety. 

An  older  brother  of  the  Beach  pioneers,  Aaron  Beach, 
located  on  the  South  Ridge,  near  his  brother,  in  iSii, 
and  in  1815  on  the  North  Ridge,  where  he  died  Januarv 
I 7th,  1846,  aged  eighty-five.  His  wife  Rachel  died 
March  13th,  1849,  aged  seventy-nine.  Mr.  Beach  wa.', 
a settler  at  Scottsville,  Monroe  county,  from  1791  to 
1794,  but  in  consequence  of  Indian  troubles  returned  to 
Vermont,  and  from  there  removed  to  Cambria.  He  vvas 
taken  prisoner  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  confined  in 
Montreal  prison  eighteen  months. 

Olive  Beach  is  a name  familiar  to  the  earlier  and  more 
recent  inhabitants,  among  whom  for  sixty-five  years  she 
sustained  a marked  character  for  her  many  v irtues.  She 
vvas  a pioneer  in  religious  missionary  work.  .Vt  a time 
when  there  were  no  religious  services  within  distance  to 
be  reached,  she  walked  tb.rough  the  woods  from  the  home 
of  her  lather,  Aaron  Beai  h,  on  the  North  Ridge,  to  the 
mout’n  of  Four-mile  ( reek  ten  miles  . to  prueare  a minis- 
ter to  form  a c'a.ss  of  Fie  small  iT.a.n...-r  .Method:-;-  ■; 
I ould  be  vto’ilea  ted  li/i'  ll.e  jiurpose.  I'he  ,-ei  v lc  os  uf 
Rev.  Mr.  .Vsii  were  a'  ailable,  and  bo  organi/ced  the  lir-t 
class  tliat  exi-teil  in  the  county.  'File  memory  of  " .Vunt 
Olive”  will  live  in  nn;mory  .i-  tliougb.  ii  were  engraved 


I'wJ 

- I.  . , 


;♦/,(/  40  YJtOT?.IH 


' >!» 
rf  uf>W> 

>/.  ,.  .-I 


•>  '.( c4-«r<3.ti  rar.iiiA, 

!''>'■  W'tAinC  Hi^ilCr 
‘'inn,jj 

•I'  •Jwtjffrtj  u.i(y 


■ fl,‘ 


V 4'- *■  ■ 

i 

Jfiur  V 

'^>■‘1.  «i  Tvy,’ 

W .#J  Ml  - f J ^ ^ 


) /■■/:»;  / ,j<  \ 7 jH^THlH 


Mi.4*'  ■[:„•  (If  ■'  ■ ■ 

,u„.  ,0  V.  "’'’f’  .Tf.iHS  ,4^«r.^  r' 

;,  . *1  , ' ' ' t*r' 


■■  'I 


i*/i,i',..  -.(IT- 

' '<*■'"  ' > )u  fill 

% I , *, 


• ft'T.  I I', 


I 


II  > 


s 


I 


/ ■ 


/ 


■ ■ •'  ■ (r  , , , 

' I 1 •■• 


PIONEERS  OE  CAMBRIA. 


2 21) 


Upon  ninrble.  .She  was,  in  1S15,  t)ie  superintendent  of  a 
.Sunday-srhool,  whit  h mtist  have  been  the  first  in  the 
county.  .She  died  .Vjiril  14th,  1^76,  at  the  advanced  aj^e 
of  88. 

Jo>epli  Ilevtilt  w.is  the  suet  c'^or  <jf  Philip  Peach  on 
the  iiremi'.es  lir-t  t.iken  up  1>>  hiai.  .Mr.  Hew  ut  often  re- 
lated to  Nathalie'  Cook,  u ho  n>iw  st-itcs  tlic  i.u  i,  that  he 
set  twenty-five  ap{)Ie  tree.s  when  he  first  lot  ated,  Iniytng 
them  of  a man  from  Canada  at  twenty-five  cents  each. 
Such  as  are  interested  to  learn  the  location  of  what  was 
unquestionably  the  fir.-it  bearing  orchard  in  the  county 
may,  in  passingalong  the  South  Ridge,  to  the  west  side  of 
Howell's  creek,  look  at  the  iirs>t  trees  on  the  right,  included 
in  .Mr.  Nathaniel  Cook's  orchard;  twenty  of  them  are  now 
standing,  bearing  a jilcasant  quality  of  fruit,  greenings  and 
Newtown  pippins.  .Mr.  Hewitt,  it  is  thought,  only  re- 
mained about  two  years,  when,  by  an  e.xchange  with  How- 
ell, he  became  a resident  on  the  mountain  above  Lewis- 
ton. 

In  iSoS  William  Howell,  by  the  last  mentioned  trans- 
action, became  the  permanent  occupant  of  what  for  seven- 
ty years  has  been  widely  known  as  the  “ Howell  pdace.” 
Mrs.  Harriet  Cook,  an  only  daughter,  advanced  to  the  age 
of  si.Mty-nine  year.>,  who  was  born  on  the  premises  where 
she  now  resides,  states  with  clearness  and  vigor  of  mind 
the  oft-repeated  story  of  the  journey  of  her  father  and 
mother,  with  their  parents,  into  the  county.  They  found 
their  way  from  New  Jersey  by  Indian  paths,  through 
southern  New  York,  zui  “ Painted  Post  " to  Batavia,  and 
thence  followed  the  Indian  trail  afterward  adopted  as  the 
Niagara  road,  intersecting  the  ridge  at  Warren’s  Corners 
and  following  it  to  Lewiston.  Four  horses  carried  bed- 
ding, clothing,  provisions  and  persons  upon  their  backs. 

The  travelers  did  not  see  a house  after  piassing  the 
Genesee  river  until  they  reached  the  Niagara.  The 
night  before  coming  to  the  latter  they  made  their  camp 
on  the  westerly  bank  of  the  branch  of  Eighteen-mile 
creek,  where  the  stone  road  now  passes  to  the  ridge. 
Turning  out  the  horses  after  securely  hampering  them, 
upon  a favorable  sfiof  of  wild  grass,  they  cooked  supper 
and  lodged  under  a large  black  walnut  tree.  Pursuing 
the  journey  the  ncct  morning,  they  traversed  the  ridge, 
crossed  the  Ni.igara  river  at  Lewiston,  in  bark  canoes, 
swimming  their  horses,  and  landed  to  look  for  an  abiding 
place  m (ainada.  Before  leaving  their  last  camp  thev 
enjoyed  the  relish  of  some  Jersey  apples,  and  planted  the 
seeds  on  the  camping  ground,  the  prodtuu  of  w nich  re- 
mained for  many  years  afterw.irds.  They  shortlv  returned 
from  Canada,  ami  located  two  nuies  up  the  n\'er  from 
Niag.ira  halls,  and  soon  atter  on  the  Hewitt  larm,  ne.\t  to 
his  residence  on  the  ridge.  ".My  moth, e said,"  remarked 
Mrs.  Cook,  "when  on  tlie  mountain  n iths  would  p<ass 
away  without  seeing  white  m.in  or  won. an.”  .Mr.  Howell 
built  the  first  s;iw-mili  Ion  Howell's  creek)  m tnat  section 
of  the  town,  and  his  tavern  stand  was  the  ne.vt  successor 
of  tho -e  pi. Red  at  .'''lolv  neu.v's  and  \\'.irren'.-  Cornets. 
I here  \\cre  l.<ui  twti  children,  (leorge  and  H.ivr.et.  The 
latter  now  Mrs.  .Nathaniel  t.'ook)  is  now  tlie  oldest 
woman  li\ing  bom  in  the  cutinty.  N\'iiiiam  Howell  died 


in  Pulaski,  111.,  October.  1847;  his  wife.  Sallv,  M.ir.  : 

1 ith,  1854,  aged  85. 

Nathaniel  Cook  married  Harriet  Howell  Hci  eini  - r 
iSe.g  He  was  a nalise  of  ( )nomlaga  rmuiuv.  and  fr-t 
came  to  l.ockport  at  the  time  of  the  letting  of  the  rm 'r. 
sections  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  original  lo(  ks,  wljcre 
he  engaged  with  John  Gilbert,  contractor  on  the  upper!  r 
last  section,  as  a jnirchascr  of  supplies.  He  remained 
until  tile  canal  was  finished,  and  in  1S24  purchased  the 
farm  he  now  resides  on  of  the  Holland  Earn!  Comp.iro. 
jiaying  $5.50  [wr  acre  fur  one  hundred  and  nineteen  .u  rc'. 
“It  was,”  said  he,  "all  wet  and  swanqi,  hard  to  su'tidue 
in  conse([uence  of  what  was  called  cat-holes.  I had  to 
contend  with  a beaver  dam  for  as  much  as  ten  years,  w hen 
the  work  of  the  animal  was  still  visible.  Could  onl\'  ee*. 
fifty  cents  per  bushel  for  rny  wheat,  the  only  rcsouri.c  *0 
pay  for  rny  land,  tliat  I had  run  in  debt  for.” 

Joash  Taylor  located  at  an  early  date  on  the  .Soutii 
Ridge,  one  mile  east  of  Molyneu.x's  Corners.  He  wa.-.  a 
resident  there  previous  to  the  war  of  1812. 

Mrs.  .\delia  Taylor,  wife  of  Homer,  son  of  Joa.sh  Tay- 
lor, who  died  October  7th,  1874,  states  that  her  father. 
Harry  Steadman,  came  from  Lima,  Livingston  countv,  in 
1807  or  1808,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  ninetv 
acres  of  the  Holland  Land  Company,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  South  Ridge,  where  the 
turnpike  intersects.  Her  father  boarded  the  hands  build- 
ing the  log  road  o\er  the  swamp,  between  M’riglit's  and 
A\’arcen’s;  they  looked  like  an  army  when  coming  to  his 
log  house.  There  were  daily  calls  upon  Mr.  Steadman, 
to  help)  some  one  out  who  had  got  a team  stuck  in  tlR 
mud.  He  died  in  .\ugust,  1S15;  his  wife.  Sail),  in  No\- 
ember,  1832. 

Pomeroy  Oliver  moved  to  Cambria  in  the  summer  c! 
1815,  and  cleared  .1  piece  of  land,  which  is  now  on  W'li- 
liam  Mackey's  farm.  In  1816  John  Hitchcock  settled  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Josiah  Balliet  and  Mrs.  Dougl.'.s. 
The  mountain  road,  from  near  the  Cold  Springs  in  Lcck- 
port  to  tiie  r>eacon  Chamberlain  farm,  was  then  only  di.- 
fined  by  marked  trees,  and  had  not  been  cut  out.  Jolin 
Ingersoll  and  Jason  Lane  settled  on  the  pari  of  lot  22 
north  of  Daniel  Oli\er;  Pomeroy  C)!iver  on  the  '.niie  lot 
under  the  mountain  ridge,  on  a road  now  d.'i  ontinueii. 
Lot  28,  west  of  lot  20,  was  settled  by  Ru'sdl  \'\ea\(.r 
and  Joshua  Cow  ell  some  time  previous  to  imc:  Me.--" 
locating  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  '^Oll'-i^-l.l  a,  ] ' 
\V.  Bristol  and  J.  S.  H\iiian,  and  Cowell  '.'ii  i.uul  m '- 
occupied  bv  M illiam  Hoover  ami  JaniC'  1 hr.ui  In  is;, 
Philo  Cowell  located  on  wiiat  is  now  the  t.irin  • t ILr.  ■ , 
Riciiardson. 

Mrs.  Fanny  F.  Fongniate,  aged  78,  -’..ite'  ta-U  - - . 
cated  with  her  husband,  Daniel  1’.  ttiiver,  on  liie  : ■ 
tain  ridge,  four  miles  west  of  I,ock[)ort,  in  1 17.  1 

followed  a wo'jds  path  fri.mi  Warrens  t,  orner--.  w ■: 
horse  team,  until  they  re.iched  the  mount, iin.  .Not  ...  .. 
to  get  an\’  further  with  tiie  team,  each  ti'  -.v  i-  m :■ 
th.e  scant  household  etlects  a-  l!ie\  iviiisi  •.  r;\  .p  : - 
ledge.  -V  cliest  nude  the  iiRist  troubie.  bat  it  ;ud  to  i 
taken,  as  they  had  no  other  i.i'ole  to  e.U  from.  The;;  . .. 


^ f I 


Y 


lit  Htwh 


A' 


««T  : ,\o  Jk'iMltl'Trbnli^. 

!■/•  ...  itr  '.yirt/.NN'* 

fiK  Vji 
‘ ’ ii  •’lit 
I . .j  ’i.n 

■.  ••  bv'f ! 
•r  ■ •.. » 

■’  <«(  -.'!( 


I.',  i(,.. 

I I / I - 


. i 


I 


1 


>'■  ■/ 


* 


4 


230 


HISTORY  or  MAO'vRA  ( nf.\rv,  MOV  YORK. 


was  u ithdut  a door  or  window.  'I'wo  acres  ot  land 
had  heen  |iartially  ( Icared.  I’he  neighbijrs  west  were 
John  Miles,  He/ekiah  Hill  and  Elijah  Smith;  east,  Coon- 
rod  Keyser.  Mrs.  Eongmate’s  father,  Samuel  I-axon, 
located  on  the  road  leading  from  the  mountain  to  the 
railroad  junction  in  1S20. 

Colonel  Andrew  Sutherland,  with  his  wife,  Naomi,  re- 
moved to  Cambria  in  iSio,  and  bought  land  on  the  Ridge 
road  between  Molyneu.v’s  Corners  and  \\'arren’s  Corners^ 
where,  exce,jting  his  absence  in  the  war  of  1S12,  he 
resided  until  his  death,  in  1S36.  Fletcher  Sutherland  still 
resides  on  the  homestead. 

Andrew  Rudd,  born  in  Kinderhook.  N.  Y..  in  1816, 
moved  to  C.'ambria  in  1842.  locating  near  Slocum’s  tavern, 
then  bought  99  acres  on  the  Ridge  road,  where  he  now 
]i\  es.  The  present  grave  yard  near  his  place  was  origi- 
nally a part  of  his  farm. 

There  is  a divergence  of  an  artn  of  the  main  or  South 
Ridge  in  an  irregular  westerly  course  at  Molyneux’s  Cor- 
ners, that  adds  to  instead  of  unfolding  the  problem  of  the 
formation  of  the  wonderful  bars  or  ridges.  For  three 
miles  it  takes  a course  to  leave  a natiron  shape  between 
the  two  ridges,  varying  in  width  from  the  eastern  point 
to  near  a mile  at  the  western  extremity,  embracing  some 
of  the  most  desirable  farming  land  in  the  county.  In  a 
state  of  nature,  as  the  doods  left  the  perpetual  deposits, 
it  was  heavily  timbered,  wet  land,  or  a series  of  marsh  and 
swamps.  ; 

Reuben  Hurd  was"  the  first  to  break  into  the  wilderness  ; 
and  chose  a location  on  so  desirable  a spot  as  the  present 
residence  of  Mr.  C).  B.  Averill.  The  time  cannot  be  fixed, 
but  is  supposed  to  have  been  about  1S05.  James  | 
Barnes  located  in  1810,  taking  an  article  from  the  Hoi-  ! 
land  Company  for  three  luindred  and  fifty-seven  acres  at  ! 
§2,50  per  acre,  advancing  but  a sm.all  payment.  Drafted 
into  the  service  in  1813,  he  had  ’out  little  opportunity  to 
make  improvements.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle 
of  Newark,  and  never  returned. 

WARREN'S  CORNERS. 

John  Forsythe,  in  1S05,  located  at  what  is  now  Warren’s 
Corners,  and  opened  a tavern  in  i3o6.  Flis  wife  was 
among  the  first  pioneers  of  the  " Genesee  country,’’ a 
descendant  of  the  Gansons,  pTominent  in  local  historv. 

She  journeyed  to  her  new  h(.nne  on  horseback,  carrying  tvi  o 
small  children.  When  Mr.  Forsytlte  located  on  the  ridge 
there  were  but  three  or  four  settlers  between  Dunh.am’s 
and  Lockport.  East  of  his  place  there  was  no  neighbor 
nearer  than  beyond  the  "eleven-mile  woods"  (More- 
house's Corners.  The  wulow  of  this  isclaicd  pioneer 
wrofe  as  follows  to  the  autiior  of  the  History  of  the 
Holland  Purchase;  "We  brought  in  a few  siteep  with  us  ; 
thev'  were  the  only  ones  in  tl.e  neighbo; iiood;  they  be- 
came the  especial  object  (.if  the  w.,ilves.  Ciuning  out  o\ 
the  Wilson  swamp  niglus,  their  howling  would  lie  ter- 
rifu.  Tw'o  ye.sr:,  after  we  c.vme  in.  I'-itli  tr.v  then  ‘•mail 
children,  , 'me  dev  when  I iieer^i  die  • iiten  Me.'.i'  ;g.  1 vo  .nt 
out  to  see  wlnit  the  matter  w.ts.  .A  large  w...i;  h,ul  Ix.div 
wounde'l  a sheet).  As  1 aiiproached  him  lie  le:A  the 


i shee[),  and  walked  (;ff  snarling,  as  if  reluctant  to  leave 
I his  prey.  I went  for  my  nearest  neighbor,  Mr.  Stoughton. 

to  come  and  dress  the  sheep.  It  was  three-fourths  (jf  a 
I mile,  through  the  woods.  On  my  way  a large  grey  fox 
crossed  the  road  ahead  of  me.  Returning  with  my 
i neighbor,  a large  bear  slowly  crossed  the  road  in  sight  of 
I us.”  Simil.tr  was  the  ex[)erience  of  others  and  the  com- 
I mon  lot  of  all,  in  the  early  days  of  Niagara’s  history. 
Mr.  Forsythe  died  June  2d,  1812,  aged  31;  his  widow, 
Mary,  February  23d,  1S57,  aged  74. 

Ezra  Warren,  a A'ermonter  by  birth,  served  on  the  Niag- 
ara frontier  in  the  war  of  181 2.  His  company  was  divided 
into  sciuads  of  three  or  four  each,  which  were  stationed 
along  the  Ridge  road  to  arrest  deserters  and  act  as  messen- 
gers. Mr.  Warren  and  three  others  were  posted  for 
four  weeks  at  the  tavern  kept  by  the  widow  of  John  'For- 
I svthe.  Warren  returned  home  when  discharged,  but 
i having  formed  a strong  attachment  to  the  young  landlady 
1 he  went  west,  married  her  and  became  the  landlord  of  the 
tavern,  which  he  kept  until  1S25.  From  him  the  place 
I took  the  name  of  Warren’s  Corners. 

Artemus  Baker,  who  was  the  first  physician  in  the 
town,  located  on  the  main  ridge  near  Warren's  Corners  in 
1S15;  Darius  Shaw  at  Molyneux’s  Corners  in  1S20. 

The  first  established  religious  organization  at  'Warren’s 
Corners  was  a class  of  Methodists,  formed  by  the  then 
young  circuit  preacher  John  Copeland.  Ira  Bronson  was 
on  the  circuit  at  the  same  time.  Rev.  Mr.  Fillmore  wa> 
the  presiding  elder.  A small  church  was  erected,  which 
the  present  brick  church  replaced  about  eighteen  years 
since,  at  a cost  of  §2,300.  Ezra  Warren  donated  the  land. 

MOLYNEUX’S  CORNERS. 

Molyneux’s  Corners  has  always  been  an  important  point 
in  the  Holland  Purchase.  Mr.  Ellicott,  influenced  bv 
frequent  applications,  caused  a lot  to  be  surveyed  here 
before  other  surveys  were  completed,  to  meet  the  pressing 
necessity  of  shelter  for  such  as  were  prospecting  for  loca- 
tions, Hence  the  irregular  lines  of  the  lot.  not  correspond- 
ing with  the  section  lines.  This  arrangement  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  made  with  Plant  and  Clink. 

In  1S09  John  CfOuld  jnirchased  of  Plan'  and  kept  a 
i tavern  in  the  original  log  house.  In  1811  he  sold  to  one 
Odell,  and  he  to  Silas  Hopkins  in  1812.  Soon  after  the 
I property  passed  to  William  Molvneux,  who  continued  in 
possession  u[)  to  his  death,  November  7th.  1830.  His. soil'. 
Charles,  William  and  Robert,  were  in  interest  with  him  in 
ondiicting  the  tavern  and  large  farm.  The  primitive 
log  tavern  was  sirperseded  by  the  present  hotel  in  1S26. 

The  fir.st  post-ofnee  in  the  town  was  established  at  the 
hr^t  tavern  house.  Y’illiam  Molyneiix  was  the  earliest 
: postma'ster,  and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Ch.irlos 

j Molyneux,  and  the  office  was  kejit  on  the  premises  until 
! the  death  of  the  latter;  it  has  since  been  removed  to  differ- 
ent private  iiouses  on  the  North  Ridge,  and  retains  l!ie 
original  name  Cunbria.  About  half  a mile  cast  of  the 
we'l  end  of  the  North  l-lidge  another  jin't-ofth.-e  A 
located,  l e.t;'ing  tlun  iruae. 

I'he  lir.si  aiul  oidv  store  at  Mulvneux's  C.’orners  was  cs- 
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PIONEERS  ABOUT  CAMBRIA  CENTER— CONCIRECIAITOXAE  CHURCH. 


Uijiislicd  by  Hamlm  iN  W hite  immediately  after  the  close  I 
of  the  war;  it  was  located  in  front  of  Gt;orge  Gouhl's  resi-  | 
dence.  The  same  building  is  now  standing  a few  rods 
west  on  the  North  Ritige,  ocxu[)ied  by  Mr.  Boll. 

Many  of  the  pioneers  may  be  traced  to  the  primitive 
burying-ground  that  arrests  the  attention  of  the  most 
casual  observer  passing  by  a well-selected,  t|uiet,  rural  spot 
on  the  west  side  of  tire  ridge,  near  Molyneux’s  Corners. 
The  enclosure  of  one  acre  was  an  individual  a[)propria- 
tion,  according  to  the  best  advice  by  Silas  Hopkins,  in 
1812  or  iSrj.  Two  stranger  soldiers  dying  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, it  was  ])r(>vided  as  the  place  of  interment.  They 
were  the  first  laid  in  it.  The  early  pioneer  Jesse  Beach  j 
was  the  third. 

CAMBRIA  CENTER  AND  VKTNITY. 

The  earliest  settlers  at  Cambria  Center  and  vicinity 
were  Benjamin  and  Suchel  Silly,  Peter  Nearpass,  William  ! 
Scott,  Enoch  Hatch,  Asel  Muroy,  David  Wkaters  and  one 
Crowell.  They  formed  the  majority  of  the  community 
previous  to  iS 1 2. 

William  Scott  purchased  from  the  Holland  Company  j 
five  hundred  acies,  located  immediately  at  the  Center,  ; 
paying  but  a small  advance,  having  the  foresight  to  reser\  e i 
his  money  for  clearing  and  improving,  which,  it  appears, 
was  energetically  done.  He  cleared  for  a crop  sixty  acres 
the  first  season.  He  early  built  a tavern,  which  was  a | 
popular  resort.  Prominenth'  located,  this  house  still  re-  j 
mains,  the  jirivate  residence  of  William  Scott's  son,  j 
Homer,  who  remains  at  the  place  of  his  birth,  | 

The  alarm  of  the  burning  of  Lewiston  in  1813,  and  j 
the  prevailing  consternation,  caused  a general  flight  | 
from  this  as  well  as  adjoining  neighborhoods.  Mrs.  j 
Scott,  to  escape  and  save  an  infant  child,  rode  on  horse- 
back, carrying  it  to  Lima,  Livingston  county,  m her  arms. 
William  Scott  died  October  i6th,  1S41,  aged  59.  his  wife, 
Sophina,  died  April  4th,  1S68,  aged  77. 

John  Gould,  living  at  the  Molyneux  location,  in  1812 
became  a resident,  purchasing  of  Nearpass  240  acres, 
nearly  the  same  farm  now  owned  by  his  grand-^on,  John 
B.  Gould.  He  early  became  one  of  the  largest  grain 
growers  and  fruit  [troducers  in  the  county.  The  remains 
of  his  original  dwelling  and  long  known  public  house 
still  stand,  to  suggest  tlie  simplicity  and  economy  that  re- 
sulted in  his  success.  Some  old  people  remember  seeing 
Lafayette  standing  in  the  west  room,  greeted  by  all  ages 
and  both  sexes,  the  landlord's  animated  bearing  showing 
his  aj  rei  iation  of  being  honored  by  so  distinguished  a 
guest.  Mr.  Gould  died  June  15th,  1S50,  aged  76;  his 
wife,  Eh/abeth,  died  September  16th,  1854,  aged  77. 

Christopher  Howder  purchased  from  the  Holland 
Company  150  ,icres  in  1812,  one  and  a half  miles  east  ; 
Cambria  Center.  Adam  Houstater  located  in  1813  ne.tr  j 
Howder,  ['Ufch.i^iiig  of  him.  Philip  Houstater.  son  of 
Ad.un,  came  with  hi^  father.  His  son,  Alt  in,  is  on  tlte  j 
original  Itorne'.tead  in  Cambria.  j 

William  Camp.l.K-11  loc.ited  in  1S17  and  juirchased  of  j 
Enoih  llotrhki.ss  13S  acres,  tlie  iiremises  now  owned  in 
p. Ill  by  Luther  Cam['beli  ami  .M.  C.  Crotiker.  Joint  M. 


Eastman  located  two  miles  east  of  the  Center,  oii  •, 
stone  road  leading  to  Lockport,  in  182 1,  purr  h.i^me  ■ 
John  Howder  fifty  acres.  He  had  a familv  of  eieve'' 
children,  several  of  whom,  including  his  son  .AiiMon.  .me 
now  living  in  Cambria.  Mrs.  Eastman  is  still,  at  the  ace 
of  eighty-seven,  vigorous  and  industrious.  Jacob  t'lan- 
deis,  from  New  Hampshire,  bought  of  Pilias  Rose  in 
1820  150  acres,  t\to  and  three-fourth  miles  west  of  ti'e 
Center,  and  afterward  purchased  of  the  same  gentlem  r. 
the  farm  and  stone  grist-mill  on  the  mountain  east 
Pekin.  His  son  Pliratn  is  now  li\ing  in  Cambria. 

d'he  first  burial-ground  was  donated  by  William  Camn- 
bell,  and  was  known  as  the  “Campbell  burial-ground," 
It  was  located  on  the  Lockport  stone  road,  one  mile  e.r--. 
of  the  Center.  'I’he  second  established  is  upon  an  ele- 
vated slope  of  the  mountain  ridge,  a short  distance  south 
of  the  Corners;  the  land  was  a gift  of  William  .Scwtt. 
Both  grounds  contain  the  remains  of  the  earliest  in- 
habitants. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  of  Cambria  w.t-, 
organized  in  the  year  1817,  by  Rev.  David  M.  Smith,  the 
pastor  of  the  then  Congregational  church  of  I.ewiston, 
The  original  members  were  Josiah  Owen,  Susan  Owen, 
Thomas  Chamberlain,  Jonas  Chamberlain,  Rachel  MilC. 
and  Hannah  Crocker.  In  one  year  their  numbers  hud 
increased  to  23. 

It  was  through  Mr.  Smith  that  the  Holland  Compare 
granted  100  acres  of  land  to  this  church  as  being  the  nr-' 
organized  church  in  Cambria.  This  land  was  situated  i-' 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Lockport,  near  the  present  ci: 
limits.  In  1827  it  was  sold  by  vote  of  the  society,  and  tin.- 
avails  applied  to  the  purchase  of  land  nearer  the  cer.te: 
of  the  town. 

The  church  had  no  resident  pastor  till  1827 — until  tl.:- 
time  they  had  occasional  preaching,  at  first  bv  Rev.  D.  M 
Smith,  of  Lewiston,  and  afterward  bv  Rev.  James  C. 
Cram,  who  was  the  missionary  of  the  American  Board  v 
Foreign  Missions  to  the  Tusc.'’ .oras,  on  their  reservatir.n. 
a little  west  of  tb.e  town.  T’  e following  is  a list  of  tr. 2 
pastxirs  of  the  church,  with  die  years  in  which  their  p;i' 
torates  here  began: 

Re\s.  Silas  Parsons,  1827;  Hiram  Halsy,  1831;  J 1! 
Rice,  1836;  J.  'I’halheimer,  1S37;  W.  Bridgeman,  I'u'. 
E.  Parmeiee,  M.D.,  1895;  S.  Johnson,  1S57;  D.  IP  H 
ton.  1859;  Guar  R.  Bradnack,  1S63;  George  .'i.  lb 
1870;  5.  Wolfsun,  1872;  H.  P.  Bake,  1873;  J- 
1S77. 

There  have  been  connected  with  the  chiirvh  tr  'ui 
beginning  503  members,  and  there  is  a jircsen.t  tot.ii  i;:-. . 
hership  of  120.  'I'he  dei'cons  at  tiie  pre-viit  time 
Lewis  Daggett,  ,\rteimis  W.  Coinstcak  ,ind  H.ciry  K - 

On  the  7th  day  of  .Ma_\',  1824.  the  ei  cic'.i.’.'iic.’i  '• 
ill  connection  with  the  (.'hiircli  w.is  tunnaliy  oi_cn.  :'. 
the  ado[)tio:i  of  a constitution,  josiah  t)\\  en  v.  .is  : ^ 
chairman  of  t'ue  m"  ici\'  nu'co'ng,  .iiid  t’:  'h  " 

elected  the  fi’-''  irii'-'ccs:  EiiuKlni  I L; ..inv e-. ..  ' . ' . 
croft,  Joash  I'avlor,  l.utlier  Crocker,  1 In  in.i.'  t 
lain  and  John  Miles,  jr.  nK'iiii>  Webber  w.e>  tiie  ..r  ’ 
clci'k.  and  Willi.iin  Scott  t;ie  lirst  n'ea-'iirer. 
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FIIS'I'ORV  or  M ACrAKA  COUNTY,  NFAV  YORK. 


I 


Previou.s  to  1S  56  the  church  had  no  house  of  worship. 
Meetings  uiTc  lidil  in  tlie  .school-liouses  or  in  ]irivate 
houses,  a< cording  to  ( onvenieiu  e,  and  during  tl’.e  mini>- 
try  of  Rev.  Hiram  Halsey,  [previous  to  the  eiei:ti(jn  ot  | 
their  church  edifice,  by  tlie  generosity  of  \rilliam  Scott,  j 
they  occupied  tlie  hall  of  his  hotel  at  Cambria  Center  lor  j 
all  church  meetings.  At  length,  however,  they  erected  a | 
house  of  worshi[),  and  dedicated  it  on  .March  ist,  1836.  j 
This  they  occupied  till  October,  1S77.  .\t  that  time  the  I 

society,  at  a special  meeting  appointed  fur  the  [lurpose.  ' 
resobed  to  remodel  and  moderni/e  the  meeiing-house. 
The  work  was  carried  on  and  completed  during  the  fob  1 
lowing  winter,  and  on  .April  2d,  1878,  the  new  church  was  | 
dedicated  with  appropriate  services;  Rev.  Myron  Adams, 
of  Rocliester.  [ireaching  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  I.  R. 
I’.radnai  k.  a former  pastor,  offering  the  dedicator} 
[irayer. 

The  entire  cost  of  remodelling  the  h.ouse  was  34.4°°-  j 
The  building  was  raised  so  as  to  allow  of  a good  ba.se-  I 
ment  for  various  church  purposes;  the  galleries  in  the 
main  audience  room  removed  and  a vestibule  built  in 
ifront,  so  that  the  present  audience  room  has  a seating 
capacity  of  350.  The  finish  and  furnishings  are  such  as 
|to  do  credit  to  the  church  and  society. 

PEKIN  AND  SOUTHWESTERN  CAMBRIA. 

The  southwest  part  of  the  town  was  ne.xt  in  order  of 
settlement.  In  1809  John  Carney  purchased  of  the 
Plollgnd  Company  five  hundred  acres  in  a body.  It  em- 
braced all  of  the  site  of  Pekin  on  the  east  side  of  the 
dividing  line  between  Lewiston  and  Cambria. 

Jairus  Rose  was  the  next  settler,  locating  in  1811. 

His  first  purchase  of  the  Holland  Company  was  six  hun- 
dred acres,  at  $4.50  per  acre,  to  which  he  soon  added  at 
$5  per  acre  enough  to  make  two  thousand  acres,  which 
would  now  include  the  extreme  southwest  corner  of 
Cambria  and  southeast  corirer  of  Lewiston,  being  lots  17, 

25,  26,  32  and  others.  Canandaigua  was  the  former  res- 
idence of  Mr.  Rose.  Soon  after  making  his  fir.st  purchase^ 
in  May  of  the  same  year,  the  difiicult  task  of  planting  his 
family  upon  it  was  undertaken.  An  ox  cart  and  a one- 
horse  wagon  completed  the  transportation  outfit.  The 
journey  of  the  i)ioneer,  with  his  young  family  and  three 
hired  men,  took  over  one  week  to  perform,  'bhey  came 
by  the  way  of  Rochester,  on  tlie  ridge  to  Itickersonville, 
where  the  family  stopped  with  a man  by  the  name  of  Har.  I 
ris,  while  Rose  and  his  men  advancrd  and  put  up  a log 
house  in  three  days.  I'he  w.iy  had  to  be  cut  from  Dick-  ; 

ersomille  iij)  the  mountains,  to  the  small  oj>cn  ?pot  in  the  j 

woods  that  indicated  the  beginning.  The  fields,  in  a | 

state  of  nature,  were  stocked  with  forty  lieail  of  cattle.  | 

that  had  before  them  a h.ird  winter,  with,  the  prosjjia  t of  | 

having  to  live  on  twigs  of  birch  ami  soft  maple.  Tiiere  ' 

was  consirler.iiiie  \aluabie  pine  limber  "H  tue  juin  h.oe, 
tii.it  was  relied  u[ion  for  scwral  years  for  bmldiiia  pnr-  j 

poses.  In  1813  .Mr.  Rose  sowed  two  acres  with  apple  I 

seeds,  thus  starting  the  first  nurscri'  in  the  countw  ' 

Wheti  fit  for  seiline  thev  weix  ' Id  for  twehe  cents 


each,  and  taken  in  all  directions  to  start  the  first  orchards 
in  the  county. 

In  the  Inditin  foray  upon  the  Niagara  border  in  iS’13 
Mr.  Rose  was  made  a [irisoner;  his  horse  was  taken  from 
him  and  he  was  stripped  of  his  clothing,  excejit  shirt, 
jiantaloons  and  boots.  M'hile  his  captors  were  taken  off 
his  overcoat,  he  succeeded,  unobserved,  in  changing  his 
pocket  book,  containing  .$400,  from  the  side  pocket  to  his 
bosom,  whence  it  luckily  passed  into  his  boots,  which 
[moved  to  be  a safe  de[)osit.  Two  Indians,  one  on  each 
side,  lot  ked  arms  with  the  cajitive,  forcing  a slow  run  the 
entire  five  miles  to  Lewiston,  and  often  accelerating  his 
speed  by  ra[is  over  the  head  with  the  handle  of  a toma- 
hawk and  the  ramrods  of  their  guns.  The  party  crossed 
into  Canada,  where  a British  government  agent  by  the 
name  of  Nellis  tried  to  buy  Rose.  Three  times  the  bar- 
gain was  coni[)leted  and  a hundred  dollars  iiaid,  and  as 
often  the  Indians  failed  to  give  u[i  the  prisoner,  clamorinit 
for  the  death  of  the  “ Yankee,”  whom  Nellis  was  con- 
cealing in  a garret,  denying  his  whereabouts.  Finally, 
extorting  another  hundred,  the  Indians  went  off  and  got 
drunk.  They  then  returned  and  threatened  the  life  of 
Nellis  if  the  prisoner  was  not  surrendered  to  them.  He 
was  not,  however,  and  after  six  weeks’  confinement, 
receiving  his  food  during  the  time  through  a scuttle. 
Rose  was  sent  in  care  of  a private  escort  of  soldiers  or 
Buffalo,  from  where  he  joined  his  family  in  Canandaigua, 
to  which  place  they  had  escaped.  Peaceable  possession  of 
his  land  was  again  had  after  the  close  of  the  war,  where 
he  remained,  clearing,  improving  and  disposing  of  smaller, 
farm  lots,  until  his  death.  January  31st,  1828.  aged  59; 
his  wife,  Zedpha,  died  April  3d,  1859,  aged  88.  They 
had  a family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  George  P.  Rose, 
aged  70,  occupies  one  hundred  acres  of  his  father’s  origi- 
nal [purchase,  where  he  has  lived  since  three  years  of  age. 
As  commandant  of  the  163d  regiment  during  the  patriot 
war,  he  was  called  out  for  twenty  days  at  different  places 
on  the  frontier. 

Myron  Orton  was  born  September  20th,  1784.  He  was 
married  to  Mary  Hoyt,  of  St.  Albans.  Vt..  in  iSii.  and 
moved  into  St.  Lawrence  county.  N.Y.,  v.  herehe  practiced 
medicine  till  the  troubles  on  the  frontier  consequent  u[)on 
the  war  of  1812  caused  a pretty  general  flight  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, when  he  went  to  Middlebury,  Genesee  county,  N.Y  , 
from  which  place  he  mo\  ed  in  March.  1S15.  to  Cambria. 
Niagara  county,  where  he  s])ent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
During  part  of  the  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  [irofession,  being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Niag- 
ara County  .Medical  Society.  His  later  years  were  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  common  with  the  ma<- 
of  earlv  inliabitants  they  had  little  means,  exi'ept  strong 
hands  an.d  tireless  perseveram  e.  ami  were  subject  to  the 
struggles,  vicissitudes  and  hardshi[)s  incident  to  ].ionee-i 
life.  Thev  brought  vi[)  a large  family  to  habits  of  indu'- 
irv.  I >,■.  I ■!,  i.  cd  _!  L.:.e  actit.  1 o ;g,  i ■ : !;>  ' 

M,ir\',  v!u-v i 1 i.liriLU}'  ayt;-,.  i.soj.  '1  ive  }e,  's  .ii':er 
settled.  Ills  father  and  mother  [-erformed  the  journey  from 
\ ermont  in  a lumber  wagon  to  visit  him;  an  i\  in..,  . t 
tscolt's,  wiihin  luo  and  a half  miles,  ih.ev  d.ired  m-t  ri'S 
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the  rest  of  the  journey,  as  the  roads  were  so  bad,  and 
staid  there  for  the  night. 

^\’illi.lm  Crosier  was  a leading  n’ti/en  for  over  sixty 
years.  Fie  w.is  a j.ioneer  school  teacher  in  tlie  town  of 
C tinbria,  tite  distrn  t of  his  labor  for  several  years  si>read- 
ing  o\er  .i  large  portion  of  the  town.  He  located  in  i8ai 
on  a farm  one  and  a half  miles  east  of  Pekin  village. 

He  was  the  father  of  \V.  H.  Crosier. 

In  i8aa  a post-office  w.is  established,  by  the  title  of 
Mountain  Ridge  : John  Jones  was  postmaster.  lit  1H31, 
it  was  changed  to  Pekin,  when  the  prospects  of  a village 
were  flattering,  and  ho{)es  of  future  prosperity  attracted 
business  enterprise.  The  earlier  days  were  the  most 
encouraging.  Divided  by  the  town  line  between  Cambria 
and  Lewiston,  business  operations  commenced  on  both 
sides.  Jones  opened  a store  on  the  Lewiston  side.  In 
1832  the  growth  of  the  place  tvas  more  actixe.  John 
Cronkile  erected  a large  hotel;  a smaller  one  was  soon 
alter  erected  by  Benjamin  Thrasher.  Cronkite  was  also 
largely  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  had  an 
extensive  ashery.  James  McLain  kept  a dry  goods  and 
grocery  store.  Josephus  Taylor  staited  a store  on  the 
Lewiston  side.  Calvin  Hotchkiss  in  1832  supplied  a 
store  in  the  buil  hng  put  up  by  him,  now  the  tavern  stand  ; 
of  George  Bebe  ' On  the  Lewiston  side,  a grocery,  hard-  ' 
ware  store  andgi'n  shop  are  combined  with  the  post-office,  ^ 
keiit  by  E.  H.  Cox.  On  the  Cambria  side  there  are  two  j 

general  stores  and  three  blacksmith  shops.  Another  | 

well-remembered  business  man  of  Pekin  was  the  late  Peter 
F.  Loucks,  who  came  to  the  town  between  1830  and  1840  | 

and  bought  a farm,  which  he  sold  after  a time  and  removed  ' 
to  Pekin,  where  he  embarked  in  trade.  He  continued  I 
there  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  and  finally  disposed  of  ! 
his  property  and  went  to  the  city  of  Xew  York.  He  died 
in  Jersey  City,  February  9th,  1877.  His  son  Addison  D. 
Loucks,  of  the  tirm  of  'I’ompkins  iS:  Loucks,  lumber 

dealers  in  the  \illage  of  La  Salle,  is  one  of  the  ‘ 

most  enterprising  of  the  \ounger  business  men  of  the 
county. 

The  first  burying  ground,  located  on  the  east  side  of 
the  street  in  the  village,  was  appropriated  by  Samuel  Car-  i 
nev',  and  ultimately  deeded  by  William  Carnev.  John  lones  ! 
and  \\  illiam  Earl,  trustees  ot  Elam  Carnev,  to  the  town 
of  Camliria  about  1S30.  .\s  near  as  can  be  ascertained, 

the  ground  was  fir.-^t  c>ccu[iied  111  1817,  Henrv  Dill  was 
the  first  person  interred. 

'Phe  land  upon  which  the  itcmetery  of  the  Mount  \bew  i 
Rural  Association  is  locarcd.  fifu  acres,  was  originallv  own- 
ed by  .Vnius  H.  Pyle.  'I'he  organization  took  [liace  .-\pril 
20th,  1S04,  under  the  general  statute,  i’yle  convened  to  i 

the  trustees,  John  Robinson,  Lee  R.  S. inborn,  .Vbraham  , 

Le  \’’an,  Amos  H.  Pyle,  I humas  Root  and  .Sumner  Burns, 
funds  lor  tencinu  and  re[).iirs  are  created  by  tiie  sale  i 

ot  lots,  ,md  iui\e  been  sutficient  to  keeji  the  groi.nd.s  in 
tile  present  creuitahle  aindition.  .\n  approj'riale  wiiite 
marble  munumerit  has  been  con^[dcuously  erected  to  com- 
memorate the  valor  of  soldiers  from  the  neighborhood  in 
the late.rebellion.  ( >t  the  Soldiers'  Monument  Association 
■\biaham  I .c  Van  w.is  president:  H.  Pyle  \ice-i.resi- 


' dent;  Samuel  Schmeck  treasurer,  'I'homas  Root  set  roia.ry; 

I Willi.un  ( ).  Rogers  am!  I’eiine!  Schmeck  trustees. 

Elias  Rose  built  a grist-mill,  one  and  a half  miles  east 
. of  Pekin,  which  was  depended  upon  by  a large  e.xteiu  of 
' country. 

Major  John  Beach  built  a saw-mill  on  Cavuga  creek, 
one  mile  from  the  head,  the  first  that  was  built  in  that 
locality.  Cayuga  creek  heads  in  a marsh  one  mile  from 
the  south  line  of  the  town,  and  two  miles  from  the  west. 

Thomas  Comstock  located  on  the  Pekin  road,  one 
mile  we>t  of  the  r.iilroad  junction,  in  1S22,  purchasing 
one  hundred  acres  of  the  Holland  Company.  He  moved 
from  Susquehanna  with,  an  ox  team.  His  son  .-krtemns 
W.  Comstock  owns  the  original  homestead. 

The  Comstock  cheese  factory  was  established  on  the 
farm  as  a private  enterprise,  in  184S.  It  has  been  and 
continues  popular  for  the  best  quality  of  cheese  manu- 
factured, meeting  a ready  sale. 

CHURCHES  ON  THE  RIDGE. 

There  are  four  churches  located  upon  the  ridge.  The 
Methodist  was  the  first  built  now  existing.  Near  the  mid- 
dle a handsomely  constructed  cobble-stone  edifice  stands 
upon  a gravel  bank  elevation,  that  could  not  be  mere 
suitably  provided.  It  wnts  built  in  1845.  The  land  was 
donated  by  Reuben  Wilson.  The  present  membership  is 
43;  the  church  is  in  an  advancing  condition.  H.  L.  New- 
ton is  the  present  pastor. 

Neat  the  west  end  of  the  ridge  the  churches  form  a 
cluster.  The  First  L'ni\ersalist  Society  of  the  Town  of 
Cambria  was  organized  in  1S67,  consisting  of  34  mem- 
bers; at  the  present  time  it  has  50.  The  first  trustees 
were  T.  S.  Elton,  N.  B.  Peterson,  George  W.  Bolt. 
Lfarius  Ferris,  Samuel  Saddeso  and  John  M.  Easinan. 
The  first  pastor  was  Charles  H.  Dutton;  he  is  now  dc  id,. 
The  present  trustees  are  T.  S.  Elton,  Christian  Sanger. 
N.  B.  Peterson,  Samuel  .Vdams,  Herrick  Halsey  and  R. 
L.  Lamb.  Benjamin  Brunning  is  the  officiating  clergy- 
man. The  church  lot  w\as  a donation  by  H.  C.  Denison, 
and  a brick  church  was  erected  in  1868,  costing 

In  close  proximity,  on  the  north  side  of  the  street, 
stands  a neatly  arr.inged,  unpretending  Catholic  iliureh, 
of  wood.  Opposite,  in  like  style,  is  a German  1 .uiiier.in 
church.  Both  accommodate  wide-spread  congreg.u:":',5. 

The  cemetery  of  the  North  Ridge  liurying  C round. 
Association  is  located  on  the  same  elevated  gruumi,  1:1 
the  rear  of  the  Unitersalist  church.  The  entire  ground, 
of  six  acres,  has  a crowning  surface  of  regular  gr.n'.e.  s ■ 
that  but  small  expense  is  required  for  suitable  mipr’Ac- 
ment  of  individual  lots,  which  in  many  in'tar.'w.  .' 
. creditably  done,  bv  the  erection  of  sub.stantial  moiv-.a.e'U 
'Phe  first  grant,  of  two  acres,  was  by  a deeii  ot  _iit  ir>  .a 
Harry  C.  Denison  ami  wife,  in  trust  to  Moses  B.’rst^''.v, 
'I'liomas  Barnes,  Isaac  ^’an  Dozen,  John  G.  Uc'  -ter  ' 
Josiali  i’ratt.  The  control  is  by  a board  c'f  n tr  . tv 
February  loth,  1877,  D.  .\.  Jeffrey.  Thi.muis  B.ii.i.-.. 
li'afitis  Ferris,  Cyrus  Beach,  F.  J.  tk'ebsler.  John  R.  1 e 
terson,  P.  S.  Elton,  S.  L.  Pown,  .iiul  S.imucl  .Vilen  be- 
came trustees;  John  R.  Peterson,  president;  C;. : 
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iio.u  h,  vi(  i'-])iTsi(icnt;  I’tiom.is  R.iriKj-;,  trcMsurcr:  1'.  S 
Klton,  si.'<  rcl:ir\  ; and  S.  |.  Rogers,  scxlon.  Tile  first 
burial  was  that  ot  Mr>.  Tiniotiiv  I'uttle. 

EARIA'  SCHOOLS  AN!)  SCIK^OL-HOCSKS. 

The  first  school  established,  other  than  the  Indian  mis- 
sion. M’hich  jiror  ided  for  the  wliitc  children  as  well  as  tor  j 
the  Indians  until  other  schools  were  started,  \ias  kept  in  i 

I 

a log  house  in  what  is  now  district  No.  i.  It  was  one  of  j 

the  buildings  that  had  been  temporarily  used  for  an  j 

arsenal,  in  the  war  of  uSia,  on  the  ridge,  west  of  Howell’s 
creek;  a Mrs.  Need  was  the  teacher.  The  first  framed  | 
school-Iiouse  was  built  opjiosite.  Di-trict  No.  a was  the 
ne.xt  formed,  midway  between  Warren’s  and  Moisneux's 
Corners,  a log  school-house  was  bail  in  1815;  the  school 
was  keiH  by  a Scotchman,  named  Watson.  .\t  .Molyneux's 
Corners  the  first  school-house  was  built  in  1S19,  in  district 
No.  a;  it  was  soon  after  burnt.  A disagreement  caused 
the  district  to  be  abandoned,  the  district  at  Warren’s  | 
Corners  was  set  off  as  No.  a,  and  the  former  No.  a was 
made  No  10. 

Mr.  C leorge  R.  Rose  states  that  the  first  school-house  j 
in  Pekin  was  built  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  at  the  nortli-  j 
east  corner  of  the  \iounlain  road  and  the  one  leading  to  | 

the  ridge.  It  war,  | log  structure  fifteen  feet  bv  twelve;  ! 

here  he  attended,  school,  two  miles  and  a half  from  his  j 
home.  A Mr.  Hill  and  Miranda  Pinch  were  the  first  j 

teachers.  This  was  Icmg  before  there  was  any  other  ^ 

school.  Meetings  were  held  in  the  same  house,  d’he  1 
first  minister  remembered  was  the  Rev.  I\Ir.  Rriggs.  j 

SINGULAR  DPTPOSITS. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Cook  states  that  a man  cho]iping  for 
him,  on  the  south  side  of  the  North  Ride,  found  in  the  | 

body  of  a white  oak,  eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  a common  , 

sized  vest  button,  embedded  in  the  solid  timber,  four  j 

inches  from  the  surface;  th.ere  was  no  other  mark  but  a i 

dead  spot  w here  it  lay.  Examined  l)y  a silversmith  in  ' 

Lockport,  ,jt  was  immoiim  ed  a fair  ([uality  of  gold.  It 
was  only  battered  on  one  side.  ' 

In  a locality  of  two  or  three  acres,  on  the  north  side  of  j 

the  South  Ridge,  on  the  f trm  of  Cvrus  Reach,  while  he  | 

was  clearing,  in  a majoritv  of  the  trees,  mostly  in  the 
center,  numket  balls  were  found  in  the  solid  wood  four 
inches  from  the  outride,  in  lar^e  number,  and  also  in  plow- 
ing the  ground.  A musket  barrel  was  plowed  U[>,  con- 
taining a charge  of  jiowaier. 

On  the  north  side,  near  tlie  wext  termination  of  the 
North  Ridge,  ihicre  was  during  earlv  seitlenicnt  a limestone 
(]uarry,  awiiia.ble  to  ([uite  ar*  extent  for  the  buildirig  (if 
lirc-iilaces  andt  (uher  uses.  It  u,is  a deposit  in  regular 
layers,  th.it  were  taken  lUii  in  bh  cks  of  required  sizes, 
and  lite  onlv  <mc  th.it  existed  between  the  moun.tain 
rulje  ami  the  lake.  I lie  si.sne  h.i\e  lon.g  since  b -en 
entireh  exlvau..-ted. 

RRIL!  RU)GR.VP!llc.\l  S K E'l'C  1 1 lb's. 

.\thitr. A.  .\shfoid  w.is  b''rn  .\piil  j.itlg  iSge.  at  Hrum- 
niondsi  illc,  C.inad.i.  ami  married  .\pi’il  j ph.  i.S;  g t.i  \nmi 


R.  Robinson,  ot  Loi  k[iort,  N.\b  Mr.  .\shford  is  i>ro|uie- 
tor  of  Molyneux’s  Hotel,  in  the  town  of  (Jambria. 

D.nid  W.  R.igle)',  fanner  and  merchant,  was  born  in 
Lewiston,  N.  V.,  .\ugust  14th,  iSgs.ancL  has  lived  inCain- 
’bria  for  tlie  past  twenty  years. 

C\  rus  Reach,  the  _\oungest  son  of  Jcsse  Reach,  who  is 
referred  to  in  other  iiarls  of  this  work,  was  born  at  l)ii  k- 
ersonville,  M.u'  7th,  1S08.  fVheii  but  two  sears  olil 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  place  wp.ere  1.  ■ b -• 
since  lived,  and  which  is  the  only  abiding  jilace  lie  ' - 
ever  known.  As  early  as  1824,  when  lie  was  only  10 
years  old,  he  began  the  life  of  a farmer,  wliich  business 
be  has  followed  successfully  ever  since,  basing  connected, 
svith  it  in  latter  years  the  fruit-gross  ing  interest.  In  1 
he  erei'ted  a sasv-mill  in  Cambria,  on  his  farm,  svhich 
burnesl  in  1876,  it  having  been  in  oiieration  most  of  tiie 
time  during  its  existence.  Too  busy  to  engage  in  piolitics. 
-Mr.  Reach  has  repeatedly  refused  [.'roffered  ofnees  of 
trust  and  emolument.  })referring  rather  the  life  of  a 
farmer.  His  farm  consists  of  tsvo  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

I).  L.  Reach  svas  born  in  Cambria  Jtilv  14th,  1812.  In 
1S49  he  svas  married  to  Miss  Lucinda  Plutchins.  who  svas 
born  in  Canada  August  i6th,  1822.  He  nosv  resides  a: 
the  old  Reach  homestead. 

Less  is  Revier  svas  born  at  Fayette.  Seneca  county,  N.  "S'., 
August  5th,  1S25,  and  came  to  the  tosvn  of  Cambria  in 
April,  1831.  He  svas  married  to  Miss  Angelino  \\'rigbt, 
a native  of  Lesviston.  in  1853.  His  business  is  fruit- 
grosving. 

Tyler  F.  Rlackstone  svas  born  April  i2tli,  1836,  at  Mor- 
ristosvn,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Cambria  and  settled  at  AVar- 
ren’s  Corners  in  1S72.  Mr.  Rlackstone  is  a svell-knosvn 
farmer. 

Henry  Rristol,  father  of  D.  Mb  Bristol,  a native  of  Co- 
lumbia county,  N.  V.,  came  to  the  tosvn  of  Camljria  in 
June,  1S53.  D.  Mb  Rristol  svas  born  June  19th.  1821.  at 
Gainess  ille,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y:,  and  svas  married  in 
1851,  to  Fydia  Ann  Weaver,  a native  of  the  tosvn  of  Cam- 
bria. He  is  a farmer;  post-office,  Lockpurt. 

Nathaniel  Rrocksvay,  a native  of  Rensselaer  county. 
N.  Y.,  ('ame  to  the  town  of  Cambria  in  1833. 

1 ).  S.  Riocksvay,  was  born  in  Rensselaer  county  in  1820^ 
He  svas  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Siocum  in  1S66. 

(')no  of  Cambria’s  prosi)crou.s  f.iimer>  is  Hasid; 
Rrocksvay,  born  in  1 S2  i , at  Schoilack,  Rcn.-scl.icr  county. 
N.  Y..  wlicncc  he  rcinosed  to  this  tosvn  in  1833.  I\'>t- 

offu'c,  Cambria. 

I.csvi.>  Rurti  h was  born  in  Ncsvfnno.  N.  Y.,  (''ctxbor 
13111,  1 8 1(1,  and  came  to  the  lossm  of  Cambri.i.  svherc  ic- 

h. i-i  r^ime  I'oislcsl.  in  1S51.  H.  wa-,  marricsl 

26th,  I 'Ta,  to  i (’ui".i  Curtis,  (if  Ness  fanc.  He  is  a f.iri'-vr. 
Rosl-i'llicc,  North  Ridge. 

Uinsii-.n  C.iinplicll  was  born  bi.iy  51b,  1833.  in  ihe  tow 
of  Cambria,  Niagara  counis,  where  he  rc-'idcs  at 
p’i.->eiU  time,  cng.mcd;  in  i..rming.  Po.-t-(‘!;,i  c 
lliuK.iry  C.aner-. 

Nbillianicl  Ci.'ok  w as  born  janu.iiy  25111,  1 702,  .it  .'^c  c.  vii  - 
Hill.  Scl'.oluiric  county.  N.  \ ..  ami  < ame  to  c'aml'i  .' 

i. 'Rp,  fimm  .M.inliu  ■,  s>i,omj.ig,.  (ouniy.  ,\.  \ H. 
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[.I'.ADIXr.  CITIZENS  OF  CAMBRIA. 


■ ::i;icr.  North  Ridge,  Niagara  county,  i 

N V.  _ I 

>n  r,.\>tm.in  was  honr  in  Wyoming  county,  N.  V.,  ^ 

>,,jacin!>cr  iilh,  iSej,  and  came  to  Cambria,  Niagara  1 

i<c,intv.  at  the  age  of  four.  He  is  a farmer.  I'ost-ofhce. 

W arren's  Corners.  i 

losepli  Figlime,  deceased,  a n.rtive  of  I )utchess  county. 

V located  in  I'. ric  county  in  1S17.  He  was  in  the  | 
.i.irof  iSij.  C.eoree  W.  Figlime,  a native  of  Monroe  j 

lO-.intv,  m.irned  .M I'S  c'atharir.e  H.;iifa..K  in  1S46,  and  came  | 

(.'.imbria  in  1 854.  ! 

Benjamin  l-'amswauah,  f.iiher  of  Hunt  Farnsworth,  and  a i 

■ .itive  of  Connecticut,  came  to  < icncsce  county  in  iSio.  | 

ileilied  in  i8aa.  Hunt  Farnsworth  was  born  in  \ er-  i 

mont  in  1806,  ;ind  came  to  Cambria  in  1846.  He  was  ^ 

in.irried  in  i8?2  to  Amanda  Bien.e.  1 

Hiram  Flanders  was  born  in  Cambria,  N.  V..  Septem-  j 

i L-r  24th,  1853.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Ellon,  of  * 

Cambria,  .\pril  25th,  i860.  Mr.  Flanders  isa  well-known  I 

and  enterjirising  farmer.  His  post-oftice  address  is  Pe- 
kin, N.  V. 

John  B.  Gould  was  born  in  Cambria  in  1S39.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Frances  I,.  H.ill,  a native  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  is  a farmer  and  fruit-grower;  })OSt-ottice  ad- 
(.Iress,  Cambria  Center. 

Rev.  James  A.  Crush  is  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
ciiurch,  Cambria. 

Richard  Hall  was  born  in  Liverford,  O.vfordshire,  Eng- 
1 md,  .‘\ugust  aStli,  1S24,  and  came  to  the  town  of  Cam-  ' 
bvia  in  1845.  Mr.  Flail  is  a well  known  farmer.  j 

i lenry  Hoag  was  born  Februarv  i3tli,  1S12,  at  Palmyra.  | 
N.  V.;  he  came  to  the  county  and  located  at  Eockport  | 

in  iS22,and  remained  there  until  .\pril  ist,  1S78,  when  he  1 

reinoN'ed  to  Cambria.  .Mr.  Hoag  was  foreman  in  Car-  ! 

penter’s  stone  quarry  for  thirty-three  years,  and  served  as  j 

alderman  of  the  city.  j 

Philip  Houstatter,  father  of  H.  Houstatter,  and  a | 
nati\e  of  Pennsylvania,  came  to  the  town  of  Cambria  ! 

when  he  was  but  si.vteen  years  of  age.  .-V.  H.  Houstatter  | 

w.is  born  in  Cambria  in  1.S27.  He  resides  on  the  old 
homestead. 

M'illiam  S.  Howe,  farmer,  post-office  address,  Sanborn, 

N.  V.,  w.rs  l.iorn  in  Ridgefield,  Connecticut,  .September 
*7di.  1 8 15,  and  came  from  there  to  Cambria  in  1S24. 

Nelson  T.  .Mighells,  the  only  surviving  sijn  of  Thomas 
Mighellswho  settled  at  Warren's  Corners  ii.  iSio,  was 
born  there  in  1818.  In  1849  he  married  Mi^^  Harriet 
P I'or>yrh.  .Mr.  Mighells  owns  and  works  the  place  set- 
ed  b\  his  f.'’tlrer. 

Myron  ()iton  w..s  born  in  Cambrci,  .-Vugust  14th.  1831. 
dr.  Orton  is  an  enterjirising  tarmer.  He  h.is  held  the 
. ■■'ition  of  ]K)stm.’,^ter.  Po.-'t-ofti'. e.  Pekin. 

l -a.’s  'P  Peterson  was  born  M.iv  19th,  iS:g  in  Ridge- 
■ ( >rb.';m.s  tanm'.' . He  came  te  Ni.  aara  coiimv  in 
He  w , iv.ari  ie'd  te>  Mi"-  ( R,  .\  lul  1 e w.  a.  natl\ e of 
' a ,.ira  ( (unUy.  He  ie  engaged  in  farming  am!  truit- 
■"■’^mg,  a.nd  Itis  pi^st-olliee  is  Nortli  Riilgic 
^ b.  Peter-. on,  se  n i f N.  B.  Peter  em  senior,  was ’corn 


in  the  town  of  Cambria  Janii’.ry  29th,  1850,  and  now  re- 
sides on  the  old  b.omestead.  N.  G.  Peterson,  his  brother, 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  Fie  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  129th  regiment  N.  V.  S.  Vol.  infantry-,  but  yvas 
transferred  to  the  8tli  heavy  artillery  in  Het ember,  1S62. 

.N.  B.  I’eter-M.-n  yv.is  born  in  i.'anada,  June  30th,  CS26. 
He  was  married  to  Mis.-  Sarah  Is.  .\ndreyvs  in  1849. 
Miss  .\ndrews  yvas  born  in  C.imbri.i  in  1829. 

James  .'v.  Pool  was  born  in  l.eyvi.ston.  May  5th,  1836. 
.\])ril  2d,  1802,  he  was  married  to  Permelia  Woolson,  ol 
that  tinvn.  In  1.S62  he  became  a resident  of  the  town  of 
Cambria.  .Mr.  Pool,  yvho  is  one  of  the  most  enteriiri>ir.g 
farmers  in  the  town,  has  often  been  chosen  to  ofiic.al 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility;  in  1872  and  1S73  lie 
yvas  supervisor  of  Cambria,  town  clerk  m 1874  and  1875. 
and  in  those  years  and  1876  and  1877  he  yvas  justice  of 
the  peace. 

George  A\’.  Rose  yvas  born  May  ist,  iSoS,  at  Canandaigua, 
Ontario  county,  N.  V.,  and  came  to  Cambria  and  settled 
on  the  farm  yvhere  he  has  since  lived  in  iSii.  He 
yvas  colonel  of  the  163rd  regiment  during  the  patriot 
yvar,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  occurrences  of  that 
time. 

J.  K.  Sabin  yvas  born  in  Cambria  January  24th,  1823. 
He  yvas  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Porter  in  1S55.  Miss 
Porter  yvas  born  in  Cambria  in  1825. 

Christopher  Saddleson.  father  of  Ransom  Saddleson, 
and  a native  of  F’’ennsylvania,  came  to  Cambria  in  1812, 
Fie  yvas  married  to  Cynthia  Holmes  in  1833.  Ransom 
Saddleson  yvas  born  in  Cambria.  Fie  yvas  married  to 
Miss  Laura  Pardee,  of  Erie  county,  in  1S59. 

C.  See  yvas  born  May  ist,  1815,  in  the  toyvn  of  Crecn- 
yvood,  Crayyford  county,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Cambria  in 
March.  1S53.  He  is  a farmer.  Post-office,  barren's 
Corners. 

A.  E.  Vandusen  is  a farmer,  residing  in  tlie  eastern 
part  of  the  toyvn,  and  having  his  post-office  at  Flickory 
Corners.  He  yvas  born  July  19th,  1S4S,  in  the  toyvn  ot 
Wilson. 

Joshua  Worrill  yvas  born  in  Bennington  comity.  Vt, 
in  iSoy,  and  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1S31.  Hewa-; 
married  to  Miss  Margaret  Butts  in  1837. 

M'e  might  also  name  tiie  following  persons  yvhose  po-t- 
offices  are  also  given)  as  among  the  more  prominent 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  town; 

William  H.  .Skinner,  Cambria;  I i.iviyl  Scott,  bi-ck”  0'.; 
Fb  B.  Swift,  Cambria;  Samuel  Treichler,  Sanbiirn;  M.  H 
Crosier,  Pekin;  William  Marlin,  jr.;  J.  Bin.,h.im,  Nor;.. 
Ridge;  P^ev.  H.E.  NTw  ton,  Methtdi^t  pastor,  .Norti',  R a'..,c. 
Homer  Scott,  Eoekjiort;  Itlia  1.  W e^t.  Hickory  Lc.rr.i.  r-; 
Ceorge  Rikert.  Pekin;  Homer  .M.inning,  b'ukpori;  lA:- 
■\viii  Harmony,  Eockport;  ,\.  W . Com^tc-y  k,  !.ock;ori; 
George  S.  F reer,  Warren's  Cornu--;  J o>hu;i  ( F R.-ckwooc. 
Cami'ria;  lleiir'  1.  T.ivlor,  W.irrcn's  b'oriier--;  .\r. 
Budtl.  Warrui's  C'orrers;  < 'h.irlo  M.  t'rocker.  c "i  ' 
I.oikpori;  Hiram  Richarilson.  I.uckjiort;  .M.ir.-iv.ll  M.;r- 
tin,  hole!  keeper,  Caml'/ria;  Jnlu  Pomruy'.  l.oyk['(,rt; 
and  Hunt  F.irn>yvi'rlh,  lii«k<.ry  Corners. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  HARTLAND. 


HIS  town  derives  its  name  from  one  of  the 
same  name  in  Wrmont,  from  wlrieh  man\'  of 
the  early  settlers  migrated.  It  is  one  oi  the 
three  towns  on  the  eastern  border  ot  the  coun- 
ty, and  was  formed  from  Cambria  in  1812.  It 
originally  embraced  the  towns  of  Royalton  and 
Somerset,  and  a part  of  Xewfane,  covering  an  area 
of  143,855  acres  of  land,  according  to  the  assessment  roll 
of  1813. 

At  that  time  there  were  no  printed  blanks,  but  the  books 
were  of  the  same  sha[>e  and  ruled  about  as  at  present 
The  numb'T  of  ta.xable  inhabitants  in  Flartland  in  1813 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty-si.x,  and  the  number  of 
acres  assessed  to  them  at  that  time  was  19,487,  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  which  was  8;  19,487.  and  the  rate  of 
tax  was  one  per  cent. 

The  lands  of  non-resident  jiroprietors  were  assessed  as 
follows:  Holland  Land  Company,  107,851  acres;  Joseph 
Ellicott,  6,201  acres;  Eenjamin  Fdlicott,  5,791  acres; 
David  E.  Fivans,  2,395  -'’-cres  ; James  W.  Stevens.  1.077 
acres;  Y'illiam  I’eacock,  339  acres  ; David  Goodwin,  714 
acres;  making  124,368  acres  owned  by  non-residents, 
having  an  assessed  valuation  of  .'ki  10,620.50.  The  total 
valuation  of  the  real  estate  in  the  town  was  .sigo,  107.50. 
The  personal  proi'erty  was  assessed  at  $902.50.  Total 
valuation  for  1813,  $131,010. 

The  certificate  attached  to  the  assessment  roll  of  1S13 
is  as  follows  : 

“ Completed  according  to  the  most  eipial  and  exact  way 
we  could  find,  and  go  agreeable  to  the  new  act.  Done 
this  loth  day  of  July,  1813.  tSigned, 


“J-tMKS  A'klch, 
Joii.x  C.  Dvr, 
Damki.  CoRXtU, 


-Assessors. 


In  iSij  Rovalton  was  taken  off  from  Ilartland.  Som.er- 
set  in  1823,  am!  a [lart  of  .NAwfane  in  1824.  icxninc.  ac- 
con.ling  to  the  assessment  roll  of  1877,31,1.;;  acres  of 
land,  valued  at  $1,(147,194,  and  eipi.ili/ed  by  the  board  of 
suiiervisors  .it  $1,679,069.  'l  lic  iiersonal  [iropertv  was 
assessed  in  1-^77  at  $76,400.  'I'otal  \ alu.uion  ,$i .7 ; ;,46o, 
against  a l.ital  of  ,$130,010  in  1813,  with,  oniv  31,14: 
acres  in  1877,  ag.niist  143,855  acres  in  1813. 

The  follow  ing  para.graphs  are  cojiied  from  a volume  in 
the  tow.n  clerk's  (iflice,  entitled; 

Rook  of  rceoixis  I'on i a, ; n 1 11;.,  an  meur.ite  eiiroibnent  o! 


the  legal,  business  and  [irudential  affairs  a[)pertaining  to 
the  town  of  Ilartland.  in  the  county  of  Xiagara,  and  State 
of  Xew  York,  .April  7th  1812.” 

'■  An  extract  from  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Xew  A ork,  entitled  an  act  to  divide  the  town  of  Cam- 
bria, in  X'iagara  countv,  into  several  towns  ; 

“ And  be  it  further  enacted  that  all  that  part  of  the 
town  of  Cambria  bounded  ea.st  by  the  meridian  line 
dividing  the  said  town  of  Cambria  from  the  county  of 
Genesee,  betweeen  the  fourth  and  fifth  ram;es  of  town- 
ships, and  south  by  the  mam  stream  of  the  Tonawant.i 
creek,  be  erected  into  a separate  town  by  the  name  of 
H.irtland,  and  that  the  first  town  mc'ting  in  saiel  town  of 
Hartland  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Gad  A\'arner.  in 
said  town.” 

FIRST  TOWN  MEETING. 

"Tuesday,  April  7th,  1812,  the  freeholders  and  inhab- 
itants of  said  town  of  Hartland,  by  the  authority  afore- 
mentioned, met  in  town  meeting  at  the  house  of  Gad 
A'amer,  and  John  Dunn,  Esq.,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and 
tor  the  county  of  Xiagara,  presided  at  said  town  meeting 
and  superintc  ’ *'he  same. 

“ The  saio  > '•‘ing  being  thus  organized,  pro- 
ceeded, and  adjoti.  'nne  to  the  barn  of  Enoch 

Hitchcock,  forthwith,!*,  ’■esumed  the  business 

of  the  day. 

“ Met  according  to  adjournmenL  - ‘■eded  to  th.e 

election  of  town  clerk.  On  counting  the  . -'oeared 

that  ^\’illiam  Smith  was  duly  and  legally  e!cw  '01 

ohice  and  ciualified. 

I "The  town  meeting  then  jirocceded  to  the  election  . 

I su[ier\isor.  (hi  counting  the  votes  it  .".;jpcared  that 

i Ephraim  Waldo  was  duly  and  legally  elected  to  said 

j office. 

j " 'Flic  town  meeting  then  proceeded  to  th.e  election  oi 
assessor.',  whereupon,  on  counting  the  vot(.'>.  it  aj'pcir'-d 
that  S.imuel  Jenk>.  1 lurry  Ellsworth,  andlhoM  Wea^nc;' 
Were  dul\'  and  legally  elected  to  said  office. 

"The  town  meeting  then  [naicceded  to  ll'.e  election 
' commis>ioncrs  of  highw  ,iys.  ( )n  counting  the  \ ote.s.  it  - 
peared  th.U  John  Dunn  2d,  JohnlJales  and  I'.ciii  n'''. 
W.ik'.aiia’i  'verc  d ;A  ai'o  le^.'Mv  cle*.  to  i ■ , ^ . A , ug  ^ . 

■■  'I'he  I'  'W  r i:  ,e;  t ■ ' . • h.  n pi  - 'O.-ede'  In-;,-.:  ■ . 

coilect-.u'.  (hi  counting  liie  \ote.s  .t  a;;c..red  lit.a 
ihxiwimou  was  duly  and  le,,.d;ly  electcvi  to  -.-.ii  entice. 

“ '['he  tiiwt.  meeting  then  ; roceedeel  to  tit*,  ele.  ti-  ■■ 

O'.  :.-!'-.eers  of  tiie  ;-*ior.  ( n-,  coti.itl  tg  die  i c*  s i ,;pi  r* 
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jii.it  I.uiics  I.yiii.in  ami  .Stephen  Wakeman  were  duly  and 
< _.dlv  fK(  tell  to  said  offu  e. 

th.it  tlie  town  meeting  elect  one  consta- 
Me,  I’liM  celled  to  tile  election  thereof,  and  on  eountmg 
tile  votes,  it  appeared  ili.it  .\nios  Ilrownson  was  duly  and 
legally  elected  to  said  office. 

" OriicrfJ.,  !)v  said  town  meeting,  that  Knoch  Ilitehcoi  k 
i.ite  as  |)Ound-keeper. 

" O’Ji'rt'J,  \)v  s.tid  town  meeting,  that  the  persons  a 
I r kiogne  of  whose  names  is  immediately  suhjoined  of- 
!;•  i.ite  as  path-m;t^ters  in  tlieir  several  respective  districts 
ill  said  town  of  llartland.  vi/.;  James  W'easner  for  dis- 
tiiet  .\o.  i;  l.yman  Clodard  for  distrii  t Xo.  2;  Jeptha 
l)unn  for  district  No.  ,1;;  A\'illiam  'I’aylor  for  district  Xcv  4; 
Joshua  Slayton  for  district  Xo.  5;  Stephen  \\'akeman  for 
liistriid  X'o. 

"'Ordered,  by  said  town  meeting,  that  swine  run  at 
large. 

“ Ordered,  by  said  town  meeting,  that  no  money  be 
raised  for  supjiort  of  the  poor. 

“ Ordered,  by  said  town  meeting,  that  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  be  raised  to  be  apyiroprialed  to  the  use  of  the 
highways  in  said  town. 

" Ord<  led,  bv  said  town  meeting,  that  one  hundred 
dollars  ac  r.iised  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  obno.xious 
animaltf  and  birds. 

“ Ordered,  by  said  town  meeting,  that  three  cents  per 
head  I'je  paid  for  blackbirds,  and  a certificate  from  anv 
justice  of  the  peace  then  residing  in  said  town,  testifving 
that  such  person  or  persons  a[ipeared  before  him  with  a 
certain  number  of  blackbirds’  scalps,  and  made  satisfac- 
tory proof  that  they  were  killed  within  the  said  town  of 
Hartland,  such  certificate  shall  be  good  against  the  treasurv 
of  said  town. 

“ Ordered,  by  said  town  meeting,  that  the  next  annual 
town  meeting  be  holden  at  the  present  dwelling  house  of 
Enoch  Hitchcock.  Signed, 

“William  Smith,  Toivn  Clerk." 

FURTflER  MAT'l'KRS  OF  E.VRLV  RECORD. 

"'I'his  is  to  certify  that  at  an  annual  election  holden  in 
■ind  for  the  town  of  llartland,  in  the  countv  of  Niagara, 

.ind  State  of  Xvw  York,  on  'I’liesd.iy,  Wediiesilav  and 
Tliiirsday.  being  llie  a.'sth,  20th  and  goth  instants,  Fr.incis 
0.  Hloodgood,  Russell  .Atwater  and  Henrv  Hauer  had  i 
nine  votes  each  for  senator.  I’eter  1!  Porter  h.u!  sixtv-five  * 
\ otes  for  member  of  CM^gl■e^s,  and  Jonas  Williams  li.'d  j 
liiree  votes  for'  member  cf  Congress;  and  that  iom.s  | 

Williams  lind  51  votes  fi;r  incmlier  of  .\ssemblv,  .ind 
I'eler  Ik  Porter  had  three  votes  for  member  of  .\ss<-inbl v. 
Civen  under  our  liands  at  llartland,  this  30th  dav  of  i 
April,  1S12.  Signed, 

“Eriii-iviM  J Inspectors 

Wiu.i  \M  '^M!  I 11,  i 
111  N K\  1 »k  ni,  I 

SvMLLL  JlnK',  J Election.’’  | 

“.\t  a special  town  meeting  on  the  7th  of  N'ocemb'cr,  i 

i''i2,  tvir  the  parimse  of  ■.•leciing  .1  supervisor  instead  cf 


' Iv.  ^\  aldo,  deceased,  * * * James  T vman  w.is  dnlv 

I and  legally  eleried  to  said  iifiice.’' 

I In  iei3  it  was  ordered  bv'  a town  meeting  that  the  law- 
ful fence  he  four  and  a half  feet  high;  and  that  five 
dollars  lie  jiaid  out  of  the  treasury  for  eacli  wolf  canulit 
in  the  town. 

January  20th.  iSiS,  a special  town  mceiinu  vva.v  in  Id, 

' and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  that  a petitiun 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  the  I .egislatiire,  “ for  a new 
county  to  he  erected,  embracing  the  towns  of  Xiagar.i, 
Cambria,  Hartland  and  Porter,  in  N’iagara  county,  and 
Ridgeway  and  Gaines  in  Genesee  county;  and  firmlv  to 
remonstrate  against  any  division  of  said  county  of  Xiagara, 
unless  such  new  county  shall  contain  as  great  extent  of 
I territory  as  above  described.”  Robert  Edmunds,  .'^amuej 
I R.  .Morehouse,  bfiram  .Allen,  Titus  Fenn,  .Almon  H.  Mil- 
lard, and  M’illiam  Smith  were  ajipointed  “a  committee  to 
I form  said  petition  and  carry  the  aforesaid  resolution  into 
j execution.” 

1 The  first  election  of  justice  of  the  peace  by  the  people 
was  in  the  spring  of  183c,  when  Christopher  L.  'Faylor 
was  elected. 

PRINCIPAL  TOWN'  OFFICERS. 

SUPF.RVISO.RS. 

The  following  is  as  complete  a list  of  the  supervisors  and 
clerks  of  Hartland  from  1812  to  1S78,  inclusiv  e,  as  can  be 
obtained; 

1812,  Ephraim  M'aldo  and  James  Lvman;  1S13-16, 
James  l.yman;  1817,  18 iS.  Dexter  P.  Sprague;  1820,  1821, 
Asahel  Johnson;  1822,  James  Wisner;  1S23,  Smith  Dar- 
ling; 1824—27,  Daniel  A'an  Horn;  1S2S,  1S29,  Dexter  P. 

I Sprague;  1S30-33,  Fr.mklin  P.utterneld;  1834.  Christopher 
H.  Skeels;  1835,  Daniel  Chaplin;  1836,  1837,  James  C. 
Lewis;  1838-45,  Christopher  H.  Skeels;  1S46.  Daniel  Sea- 
man; 1847,  John  r>imigan;  1S4S,  .A.  H.  Jameison;  1849, 
1S50,  Christojiher  II.  Skeels;  1851,  G.  L.  Angevine;  1S52, 
M'illiam  ^N'hecler;  1853,  F.  .A.Wriglit;  1854,  G.  .Angevine; 
185:;,  1856,  Linus  S[)alding;  1857,  Curtis  Root;  1S58. 
'\\’ilii.im  Morgan;  1859,  Thomas  Rrown;  1 S6o-03,’i\'iili.tm 
Morgan;  1804,  1S65.  I.inu.s  .Spalding;  i86()-h8,  William 
-Morgan;  1869,1870.  1 ,inus  Spa'ding;  1S7  I,^\’iHiam  .Mi'rgan; 
1872.  Filvv.ird  O.  Se.iman;  1873.  John  I..  Reardslev;  1S74. 
Edward  ( ).  .8caman;  1875,  George  1!.  Taylor;  1876-78, 
John  I,.  Chase. 

TOWN  CI.KKKS. 

1 8 I 2- 1 5.  ^^'illi:lm  .8milli;  1816.  Dexter  P.  Spr.igiie;  1817. 
William  Smitli;  1 8 1 8,  Hiram  .Mien;  1S20.  1S21.  Dcx'-ir 
P.  Sprague;  1S22,  1823,  Daniel  A’an  Horn;  1824  -27, 1'. .11- 
iel  Seaman;  1 82S,  I'hoiiuis  I'.ilL;  1829.  1S30,  D.miel  Se.i- 
man;  1831.  Thom.is  Pdls;  1S32,  1833.  D.iniel  >eam.in; 
1834,  Truman  E.  Pomeroy;  1862-64.  Ilir-im  De.U:; 
iStic.  (Xnis  I - wi'':  1 '^6(>.  Hir.'im  G De..n;  i ' X 7'c 
Flier  Ikend.’.il;  1877.  1^78.  Charles  Reic'.  ■ 

Jl>  riCr >. 

In  1831  Cliristopher  H.  Skeels  was  elei  Tei!  justice  ni 
tile  peace,  and  m 1S32  Daniel  ^eam  in  aiul  Ketil.en  Sev  - 


t , ti<  j.n'!-.  ' . ' '••.■nif,'I'»-3<nc'^  ttiir  J 

'■  • ‘l  J;>»'./-rl  I .j,  ^ 

•'  ' '■•  ,'l  I 

! -I  ;,;  ? 

I I 

' ■ I 

' / I >»  .f ) ■• 


. ; ( . ».*  :) 

w I . 


( 


msroKV  oi'  N'lAr.ARA  roi  \ r\',  nkw  \{)rk. 


mour  were  eleeled  justices,  making  the  four  in  the  town 
which  the  law  re<iuired. 

Dexter  1’.  Sprague  was  ap])ointed  justice  of  the  peace 
by  the  State  council  of  appointment  from  1S09  to  r<S3o, 
after  wliich  he  was  elected  by  the  people  for  se\erai 
terms. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

The  surface  of  this  town  is  gently  undulating,  the 
greatest  inequality  being  along  the  Ridge  road,  which  j 
crosses  from  ea>t  to  we-t,  nearly  through  the  middle  of  the  | 
south  half  of  tlie  town.  The  ridge  ranges  from  fifteen  to 
thirty  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  country  on  either  side 
of  it,  and  the  only  stream  that  breaks  through  it  is  John- 
son’s creek,  at  the  village  of  that  name. 

'I'he  farms  south  of  the  Ridge  road  are  mostly  of  a 
stiff  clayey  soil.  There  are  a very  few  exceptions,  where 
portions  of  some  farms  are  mixed  with  a sandy  loam. 
North  of  the  ridge  the  farms  are  mostly  of  a sandy  loam, 
in  some  cases  mixed  with  clay. 

Johnson’s  is  the  principal  creek,  so  called  from  a family 
of  that  name  living  upon  its  banks  in  the  early  days  of 
the  town.  It  enters  the  town  from  Royalton,  in  school 
district  No.  3,  running  in  a northerly  direction  to  the 
middle  of  district  No.  15,  where  it  turns  and  crosses 
districts  to  and  9,  in  a northeasterly  direction,  and  flows 
into  Orleans  county.  It  has  five  branches  tlowlng  into  it,  | 
three  from  the  west  and  northwest  and  two  from  the 
east  and  south,  the  largest  of  which  is  Mud  creek,  rising 
in  the  southeast  corner  of  district  No.  iS. 

Eighteen-mile  creek  enters  the  town  in  school  district 
No.  10,  from  Royalton,  flowing  northerly  for  a short  dis- 
tance, thence  westerly  and  southwesterly,  and  leaving  the 
town  in  the  southwest  corner,  flowing  into  Newfane. 

Oak  Orchard  creek  comes  in  through  the  village  of 
Middleport,  and  flows  into  Ridgeway,  Orleans  county, 
about  half  a mile  south  of  the  Ridge  road. 

EARLY  SETTLERS. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  this  town  in  1S03,  by 
John  }Iorrison,  David  Morrison.  Zebulon  Rarnum.  fede- 
diah  Riggs,  Isaac  Southwell,  and  Daniel  Brown.  In  1805  j 
.Abel  Barnum  and  Oliver  Castle  located  in  this  town.  ' 

I 

Castle  settled  nearly  two  miles  southwest  of  what  is  now  | 
known  as  Johnson’s  Creek  village,  and  was  the  first 
preacher  on  the  Holland  I’urchase,  uniting  with  the 
Christian  church  at  Slaton  settlement,  now  ( )rangeport 
John  Morrison  located  on  t!ie  farm  now  owned  and  oc- 
laipied  by  Colonel  Weaver  and  his  son  R,  B.  l\'eaver,  the  I 
colonel  purchasing  the  farm  of  .Morrison,  on  the  Ridge  ! 
road,  one  mile  east  of  Hartland  Corners.  ( )tliers  soon  1 
came  in  and  setthul,  and  among  them  was  |c|>htlia  Dunn  i 

in  1807,  loca.ting  on  the  Ridge  road,  two  iniles  east  of  j 
1 oil  ii>on  s c re  .'k. i'.  ere  II.  N,  I bin  1 no.v  lui-s.  Bi.'ni;nnin: 
Cornell  arnx’ed  in  i >00.  loc.uini;  iu'i  ..|  i' il,rison'.s 

creek.  .Mr.  t.  r.cne  located.  i,;n  tile  Rnige  ro.ui  in  i.Sio. 
D.iniel  \'an  Horn  in  1811  settled  ,U  Juhnson’s  ereck.  i 
Benianrn-II,  Benam  in  Uii  loc.ited  where  he  now  re-  j 
s'd.e-^,  and  J mie  . Sliaw  in  1 .8  i ; on  tile  Rid.ge  ro  u,l,  two 


miles  east  ot  Johnson’s  creek.  Dexter  P.  S[)rague  came 
in  1809,  Colonel  Richard  \\'eaver  in  1814,  and  J.  W.  Sea- 
man in  18  r 6. 

Benjamin  H.  Benson  located  in  i8ri  near  where  he 
now  resides,  near  the  town  line,  south  of  Hartland  Cor- 
ners. Daniel  \'an  Horn  came  to  tliis  town  from  .New 
Jersey  in  1811.  Ceorge  Carbutt,  born  .April  5th.  179;, 
in  hmgland,  came  to  Hartland  in  1832,  and  lives  at  tin: 
village  of  Johnson’s  creek. 

Colonel  Richard  Wea\er,  a natiie  of  Clarendon.  Rut- 
land county,  A't,  was  born  .\pril  rptii.  1792,  He  came  ti.) 
Hartland  in  1814,  engaged  witli  Mr.  Ltlmunds  in  the 
pioneer  agricultural  pursuits  of  those  times,  and  in  due 
time  became  the  owner  of  the  farm  occtipicd  bv  the  first 
settler,  Isaac  Southwell,  where  he  has  lived  e\er  since. 
The  old  log-house  stood  a little  east  of  his  present 
dwelling.  Colonel  Weaver  during  his  early  and  middle 
life  was  an  ardent  lover  of  fine  stock,  especially  horses, 
and  at  times  was  engaged  in  raising  and  training  horses 
for  the  old  fashioned  race  oourse.  He  was  also  promi- 
nently identitied  with  the  early  military  operations  of  this 
section.  In  1820  and  1S21  ire  was  commissioned  b'r 
Governor  Clinton  as  major,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  finallv 
colonel  of  the  militia  regiment  in  his  district. 

Mary,  widow  of  Elisha  Brownell,  and  daughter  of  Jesse 
and  Phebe  Birdsell,  was  born  November  4th.  1S15,  m a 
log  house  that  had  neither  doors  nor  windows,  other  than 
those  made  by  hanging  up  blankets.  There  was  no 
chimney,  and  the  under  floor  was  made  of  basswood 
logs,  split  and  spotted  down.  The  upper  floor  was  of 
narrow'  poplar  boards,  drawn  from  Oak  Orchard  Creek, 
a distance  of  twelve  miles,  where  was  the  nearest  saw- 
mill. The  cradle  in  which  she  was  rocked  was  a hollow 
log,  adzed  out,  witli  ancient  rockers  attached.  She  is  the 
oldest  woman  in  the  town  who  lives  ujion  the  farm  on 
which  she  was  born,  which  is  on  the  Quaker  road,  three 
miles  northwest  from  Johnson’s  Creek,  and  she  was  the 
first  child  born  in  that  settlement.  Her  father,  Tes.-^e 
Birdsell,  died  in  1825.  Her  mother  remained  a widow 
until  her  death,  aged  77. 

Mrs.  Baker,  widow  of  the  late  Stephen  Baker,  was  born 
June  4th,  1800.  She  resides  with  ( '.  T.  Bachelor  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  town.  Her  mental  and  phvsic.a! 
faculties  are  far  above  the  average  of  her  age  and  >ex. 
She  came  to  this  town  with  Iter  jiarents  in  iSco.  and  ri.-- 
members  distinctly  ntany  of  the  incidents  of  pioneer  iife. 

Miss  .Maria  Deuel  is  the  oldest  maiden  lady  in  town. 
She  was  bont  in  Stamford,  Dutchess  county,  N.  A’.,  Janu- 
ary 12th,  1797.  She  located  at  Johnson’s  in  1817.  Sl.e 
retains  lier  mental  f.iculties  to  a wonderful  de,r:.-.  am! 
still  tloes  sewing  for  her  younger  neighbors,  with-mt  tite 
aid  of  glasses. 

it(.)ni:lr  life  in  h.\rti,.\nd. 

With  but  sligiu  excei'-tions,  it  wa^  a territory  [.re''. 
tu  tlte  pioneei  a ru.,geal  lore-t  of  heavy  limber.  L .. 
by  the  resolute  and  determined,  the  t.i^k  f)t  uirin^  a 
hiime  was  umlert.il.eii  with  .1  faltering  ^te]>.  I'o  mik: 
t:\en  p.i'--al.h.'  ro.ui'  iv.iiiired  a great  .mu.untof  D'-  - . . ’ 
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. Tlic  want  nf  them  wa-  i '•  rinu-i  drawltirk  niton 

ii;e  cilorts  of  the  lieuini'wr,  and  a i he'  k u[ion  ita.jntl  emi- 
ration.  Ikdore  the  determineil  and  re-Miluti-  ad\i  nturer 

,•  lofe^l  lias  melted  away,  and  netirly  the  whole  tace  ot 
• ( (iiintry  changed.  Where  the  dense  forest  once  .-Ntood 

there  is  now  the  wa\ing  held  ot  r'.[ien.ing  grain,  aitd  in- 
vlead  of  the  sturdy  <thl  oak,  ciiottiur  and  lH.'ei  h,  there 
1%  a forest  of  apple,  peach  and  pe.'r  trees,  remunerating 
tlie  industrious  husbandman.  ,md  ghuldenmg  iii^  heart  with 
their  fruits. 

Seventy-five  years  ha\'e  ]tassed  sint'e  the  fir<i  pioneer 
’ecated  in  this  titwn.  Industry  and  indomitable  enter- 
pti-e  have  achieved  their  triumphs  over  sickness,  priva- 
tions and  hardshifts.  Comtortable  homes  have  been 
reared  where  stood  the  rude  accomodations  incident  to 
pioneer  settlement.  Luxtiryis  foitnd  where  stinted  sub- 
sistence once  itrevailed.  Chttrch  spires  loom  up,  and 
school-houses  are  in  abttndance.  An  incident  or  two  of 
pioneer  life  may  be  of  interest,  and  also  carry  down  to 
future  generations  the  privations,  dangers  anvl  gretit  in- 
conveniences under  whi(  h the  early  settlers  toiled  and 
suffered. 

I’enjamin  Cornell  located  near  Johnson's  creek  in  1S09. 
Pasttirane  being  scarce  near  where  Ire  settled,  he  kept  his 
s’pan  of  horses  at  Oak  Orcliard  Creek,  that  being  the 
nearest  pasture  ground,  a distance  of  ten  miles.  His 
milling,  like  his  neighbors’,  had  to  be  done  at  Rochester 
or  Niagara.  The  first  wheat  he  sowed  he  had  to  travel  a 
distance  of  sixty  miles  to  promire.  and  after  stacking  his 
first  crop  of  wheat,  his  hired  man,  good  clever  soul, 
attempted  to  and  did  destroy  a bumble-bees’  nest  near  the  i 
stack,  by  fire,  and  in  doing  so  burned  the  entire  crop  of 
the  first  wheat  raised.  ^ 

Some  of  the  pioneers,  like  Edmunds,  had  the  necessary  , 
means  to  pay  for  tlieir  land  and  ^u[)port  their  Rimilies  for 
a year,  while  Jephtha  Dunn  was  at  the  other  extreme,  he  ; 
having  just  tw(>  shillings  with  whi(  h to  buy  a home  in  the  | 

wilderness.  With  an  honest,  manly  courage,  equal  to  the  j 
emergency,  he  walked  up  to  the  Land  office  and  was  j 
“hooked”  for  a tract  of  land  in  Harlland,  the  [nice  of 
booking  being  just  equal  to  tlie  niiinunt  of  his  cash  caju- 
tal.  With  a determined  will  he  went  to  work,  .and  soon 
became  not  only  ‘‘  booked  ’’  atnl  “ ariicled,’’  but  possessed 
a tlecd  for  the*  laud  for  which,  he  had  .it  lir:>i  been  “book- 
ed." This  was  a term  used  at  the  land  office  lor  ihovj 
who  onlv  h.id  money  enough  to  have  thei*-  'uimts  [daced 
on  file,  as  desirina  'ami. 

1 < pluha  I )unn.  although  starting  v.  ith  only  tw  o sh.illings, 
mid  e\])eriencing  .ill  the  h:ird.--hips  ('f  [lioiieer  life,  was 
hmioreil  by  his  tow  nsmen,  ..lul  iii>  ii.imc  will  go  down  to 
p'l'terity  as  ore  of  the  bright  pioneer  stars  of  western 
w \'ork. 

I’ollv.w  ife  of  Isa, 1C  Southwell.wlio  r.iiiir  Imre  in  i .'scg  with 
Ivr  im-l,;md.,  was  the  heroine  of  at  lea't  one  " bear  >tory.’’ 
He.iring  their  old  !io_,  iheii  onl\  one.  >qiiealMig  in  the 
pen,  "he  knew  onl\'  too  well  the  e:ui"e,  and  arming'  her- 
"vl*  with  a [iie<'c  of  an  oM  rh.air  C"  a 1 lub,  she  ."onn  d,e 
I '.ired  \v,ir  on  a bear  "he  found  in  the  pen,  who  detcndeii 
'.,ii">!f  nobly  fi,r  ,i  while,  1 r.l  w.i"  buied  to  r,.lre.;i. 


I leaving  .Mrs,  Southwell  mistress  of  the  situation.  Tin- 'e  g 
was  so  injured  by  the  be;ir  th.it  ii  died,  a’ld  tire  ue'l  ^ 

. an  (rld-taslnuned  figure-)  tra|)  was  s^t  and  baitesl  with 
a piece*  ot  the  de.id  porker,  and  the  bear  cai,tured. 

".Mrs.  Morrison,  wife  o)  John  Morri"on,  w ho  settled  in 
this  tow  11  in  liScq,  giv.es  a re!  ition  of  tire  e\ems  ot  n 
night,  which  no  tloubt  will  interest  the  reader.  In  the 
summer  ot  1804  Mr.  M.  had  gone  to  Ratavia  to  get  some 
pros  isiims,  leas  ing  her  alone  svith  her  children  os  er  night. 
-\  pni  k of  svolses  ( .Mile  near  the  cabin  and  set  iij<  a ter- 
rible how  l — such  as  is  usual  svith  them  when  scenting 
[irey.  Mrs.  M.  got  u’p  from  her  bed,  and  heard  rliein  for 
a long  time,  apprehending  no  danger  until  she  found  rhev 
had  aiiproaehed  svithin  a few  feet  of  the  door  place.  There 
svas  no  door — a blanket  su])])!ied  the  place  of  one:  tliis, 
as  she  wa.s  asvare,  afforded  but  a [loor  protection.  Carc- 
tid  not  to  svake  iqi  her  sleeping  children,  lest  the  sound 
of  their  voices  might  excite  the  svolves  to  a bolder  seige_ 
she  took  her  husband’s  axe,  and  stood  sentrv  for  hours 
and  hours  until,  das  light  appro.aching.  the  svolves  retired 
into  the  dc[)ths  of  the  forest.” 

Those  svho  settled  in  the  tosvn  in  1S03  are  svqiposed  to 
have  built  log  houses,  but  svhere  most  of  them  stood  neith- 
er history  nor  tradition  gives  any  statement  that  could  be 
relied  rqion.  .A  fesv  of  them,  hosvever,  can  be  definitely 
located.  Major  John  Morrison  established  himself  in 
the  south  part  of  the  tosvn,  near  Eighteen-mile  creek^ 

I chopped  five  acres,  and  in  the  spring  brought  his  family 
i from  Niagara,  U.  C. 

Isaac  Southwell  located  in  1803  near  the  Ridge  road, 
on  the  farm  nosv  osvned  and  occiqned  by  R.  15.  Weaver, 
one  mile  east  of  Hartland  Corners.  Here  he  bidlt  a log 
house,  in  the  lot  svhere  Mr.  \Veaver’s  peach  orchard  is 
nosv  gross  ing,  svhich  svas  the  first  land  cleared  in  the  tosvn. 
In  1805-6  Mr.  Southsvell  cut  oak  timber,  split  it  into  rails 
and  built  the  first  rail  fence  in  this  tosvn.  In  1878  .Mr. 
\Veaver  took  up  the  old  fence,  and  some  of  the  rails  svt;re 
still  in  good  condition;  they  arc  serving  the  third  gener- 
ation, and  seem  to  be  good  for  the  fourth,. 

Daniel  Rrosvn  located  in  1803  about  eighty  rods  svest 
of  Johnson’s  creek,  on  the  Ridge  roasl.  Here  he  built 
the  usual  sts  le  of  log  house,  svithuut  ciiimncv.  door  or 
windosvs,  and  some  sort  of  a blanket  svas  hung  in.  [lia,  e ot 
a door. 

In  1805  ( tliser  Castle  located  on  what  is  still  kr,ossn  a" 

! the  “ C.istle  farm,"  two  miles  souilisvest  from  Johri'on  > 

I Creek.  Mr.  Castle,  svith  the  assistance  of  his  s'  -.te.  sail 
I trees  and  |uit  up  a small  log  house,  svhich  they  oi  cuiaol 
for  a number  of  scars.  The  farm  rem.iir.ed  the  [iropk-rts 
the  Castle  famils'  until  the  sjirin.g  of  1878.  svhen  n ".t" 
sold  to  a Mr.  Robinson. 

Christoj'her  H.  .skeels  purchased,  in  or  about  the  sen- 
1817,  the  first  svoi'den  chuk  sold  in  tills  ti_,ssn,  .c.  1 '''■ 
m.ins  sca*'s  this  ss.is  the  neighborhood  tune  keepe,'. 

leph.bia  Dai  !'  i■■'.lil  a fr. nirr  --•('•'.'I'.,-  K.  . 
the  east  part  of  tlu.  tos\  n m '811  lii,>n  ■"  It  s' 
svas  the  owner  of  the  first  frame  house  at  ll.ird.nui  t - 
ners,  built  in  1814.  S.imuel  11.  Morehou'e  bunt  m* 
present  hotel  buihliru  .'t  li.ird.i'id  t'oriici".  in  i-sis 
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Mr.  F.lij;ih  .\ustin  tills  how,  in  or  wl-.ile  liv- 

ing; in  l!u-  nciuhlmrliootl  ot  Sl.iton's  Scttlfini-nt,  ( Icor^e 
.\n.,i'v  iiif,  roinrMiii^f  trom  an  cicning  visit  :^hout  ii 
o'vluLk,  when  near  Mayltee’s  mill,  heard  the  howling  ot 
wolves.  He  and  Mr.  Austin  raised  all  the  force  they 
could,  joined  by  others  at  Ilartland  Corners,  numbering 
at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty,  armed  with  guns,  and  su<  h 
as  had  none  with  ( lubs.  'I'hus  organized  they  surrounded 
the  woods  that  lay  smith  of  the  ridge  in  the  direction  of 
Gasjiort.  R.itioned  by  scouts,  they  lay  and  stood  sentry 
until  day-light,  when  the  woKes  began  to  run  and  make 
the  most  daring  and  desperate  attem[>ts  to  break  through 
the  hunters’  line,  sometimes  coming  as  near  as  three  and 
four  rods,  when  the  men  would  drive  them  back,  firing  the 
few  guns  in  their  possession,  while  others  attacked  with 
pieces  of  rails  or  anything  they  could  get  hold  of.  at  the 
same  time  making  all  the  noise  they  could  to  frighten  th.e 
beasts.  A thousand  shots  or  niore  were  fired,  but  no 
• wolves  were  killed  until  3 o'clock  in  tire  afternoon,  when 
four  of  them  fell;  two  others  were  known  to  escape  and 
cross  the  ridge  to  the  north.  There  had  been  for  a long 
time  disturbance  and  .^laughter  among  the  sheep,  in  which 
vicious  dogs  united  with  the  wolves. 

In  1837  and  1S38  two  destructive  wolves,  a male  and 
female,  infested  the  more  northern  towns,  proving  to  be 
prolific  breeders;  three  distinct  litters  of  whelps  were 
killed  by  different  individuals.  Mr.  Freeman  N.  Warren, 
of  Lewiston,  stated  that  about  one  year  before  the  last  old 
one  was  known  to  be  killed,  he  found  an  old  one  with  six 
young  ones;  the  parent  escaping,  he  disjiatched  four  of 
the  whehis,  and  George  Warren  and  John  Van  Tassel  the 
other  two.  Near  the  place  four  middling  sized  hogs  were 
found,  covered  with  leaves,  and  one  partly  devoured. 

The  veteran  Ininter  John  Peterson,  who  for  a series  of 
years  and  to  advanced  age,  by  the  unerring  aim  of  his 
rifle,  spread  dismay  among  the  fiercest  and  most  nimble 
of  the  forest,  stated  that  he  once  found  and  killed  six 
young  wolves,  and  was  one  of  the  party  engaged  in  the  last 
onset  upon  the  old  ones. 

VILLAGES  IN  HARTLAND. 

Harti.and  Cor.vkrs  is  located  on  the  Ridge  road,  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Somerset  and  Gasport  road,  in  th.e 
west  [lart  of  the  town,  and  ten  miles  east  of  Lockjiort. 
'I'his  [)!ace  in  the  early  history  of  the  town  was  called 
“ .Morehouse's,"  from  the  fact  that  Samuel  I’>.  Morehouse 
built  a very  large  and  commodious  hotel  here,  and  was 
celebrated  throughout  the  country  as  one  of  the  sharpest, 
shrewilest  and  trickiest  landloi\l>  extant.  This  and  John- 
son's Creek  are  the  oldest  settled  i>laces  in  the  town. 
There  are  at  the 'Corners  one  hotel,  one  church,  two 
stores,  a i-ost-ottice,  one  blacksmith  and  machine  sho]i,  a 
shool-house,  aliout  twi  nt_\'-ti ve  dwellings,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  inhabitants.  The  first  fr.ime  house  at  this  place 
was  the  laUel.  The  bni'.'iing  is  still  '.lamiing  and  oc- 
cupied as  a lu'tei.  buildings  were  put  upon,  the  other 
three  corners  at  about  the  same  time.  The  land  on  which 
the  Milage  is  located  was  furmerly  owned  bv  Samuel  15. 
Moisfuouse,  bn  th.e  east  -.ide  o!  the  G,'.-.port  road;  on  the 


' northwest  c orner  by  George  Reynolds,  and  on  the  south- 
west corner  by  James  C.  Lewis.  The  “eleven-mile 
woods,”  noted  in  pioneer  times,  began  at  William  I’.rad- 
ford’s  place,  about  a mile  and  a half  west  of  Ilartland 
Corners. 

Johnson’s  Crf.er,  a village  of  about  four  hundred  in- 
habitants, located  on  the  Ridge  road,  derives  its  name 
from  the  creek  that  passes  through  the  ridge  at  this  place. 

I The  land  upon  which  the  village  stands  was  formerly 
owned,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ridge  road,  east  of  the 
creek  road,  by  Henry  Taylor  for  about  eighty  rods 
from  the  corner  east,  containing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  Mr.  Taylor  located  on  this  land  June 
[ 1 6th,  1816.  He  built  a log  house  on  the  east  side 

I of  where  the  west  store  stands.  He  afterward  built  the 

house  now  standing  on  the  east  side  of  the  hotel.  Mr. 
Taylor  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1792,  and  died  May 
j i.;th,  1870,  at  Johnson’s  Creek.  The  land  that  he  owned 

I is  now  all  in  village  lots,  and  owned  and  occupied  by 

I different  proprietors.  The  land  on  the  south  side  of  the 

road,  east  of  the  creek,  was  owned  by  Thomas  F.  Stewart, 
John  .Secor  and  others,  and  west  of  the  creek  by  -Stewart 
and  others.  The  first  frame  house  in  the  village  was 
built  by  Thomas  F.  Stewart,  just  west  of  Jc.hnson's 
creek,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  John  L.  Chase.  T.he 
same  building  is  now  used  by  Mr.  Chase  as  a horse  barn 
and  wagon  house.  John  Secor  had  a small  grocery  store 
in  this  place  as  early  as  1812.  He  also  kept  a tavern  on 
a small  scale  for  the  accommodation  of  the  weary  traveler. 
Mr.  Secor  was  also  a surveyor,  and  a man  of  business 
generally.  James  and  Daniel  b'an  Horn  opened  a gen- 
eral grocery  and  dry  goods  store  on  the  corner,  in  the 
east  end  of  the  village,  in  1S15.  This  firm  was  succeeded 
I by  George  Reynolds  in  iSiS.  George  C.  Pease  built  the 
I store  in  1815.  There  are  in  this  village  at  present  two 
stores,  a church,  a grist-mill,  a saw-mill,  a carriage  man- 
ufactory, a school-house,  a tin  shop,  three  blacksmith 
shops,  a post-office,  three  physicians’  offices,  a cooperage 
and  a hotel,  with  about  eighty-five  dwellings. 

North  Hartland,  located  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  town,  is  a small  hamlet  of  about  one  luindred  inhab- 
itants. There  are  a church,  post-office,  store  and  bl.u  k- 
smilh  shop. 

I N D U S 1 ’ R I A L P.  ]-:  G 1 N N I N G S . 

George  Robson  and  two  other  men  opened  blacksmith 
sho[)S  at  Johnson's  Greek  in  1S15.  A Mr.  Carrington 
! had  a blacksmith  shop  at  Hartland  Corners  in  1S16. 
i There  are  at  present  six  shops  in  the  town. 

lohnson’s  saw-mill  was  located  on  Johnson's  creek, 

' where  it  crosses  the  county  line.  It  was  built  as  earlv  as 

! 1820.  There  is  a mill  at  the  same  place  yet,  but  no  dam. 

! d'here  w.is  also  a mill  built  at  Johnson’s  (,,’reek  village,  in 

I i8i<S,  by  Ebenezer  Seeley.  The  timber  in  this  section 

was  niostU'  ciiestnut.  asn,  oik.  elm.  baswood  and  button- 
! wood.  before  mills  were  imili  here,  jicople  liad  to  go  to 

I ( Gik  Orchard  creek,  in  G'rle  ins  countv.  for  what  little 

i lumber  they  v.anteil  for  doors  anu  floors.  .\t  presemt 

there  i.s  'out  one  mill  in  running  order  in  the  town,  and 
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,>t  is  at  Jolinson's  Creek  village,  and  built  by  Mr.  | 

• .ev.  i 

i iie  first  grist-mill  in  this  town  was  about  ihrec-quar- 
of  a mile  ea>t  of  where  R.  I!.  \\’ea\er  nowi lives,  em 
eu-  Riilge  roail.  It  consisted  of  the  top  of  a white  oak 
•.t.imi),  sa'Aed  off  square  atul  dug  out  in  the  shape  of  a i 

;j;..rtar.  'I  he  pestle  was  attached  to  a spring  pole,  which 
r.iised  it,  and  the  customer  at  the  mill  had  only  to  pul! 
down  hard  enough  to  break  and  pulveri/.e  the  grain, 
fliis  was  rather  a slow  jirocess  of  grinding  corn  and 
wheat,  but  for  a small  grist  was  rather  <piicker  than  to 
^o  to  Rochester  or  Niagara  Falls,  a distance  of  from 
tliirtv  to  thirty-five  miles.  When  large  grists  were  to  lie 
^roi'.nd,  the  neighbors  would  take  turns  in  going  to 
hlosser  to  mill,  carrying  eacli  other's  grists.  In  about 
iStS  or  iS;o,  some  of  the  most  enterprising  of  the  old 
pioneers  turned  their  attention  to  the  wants  not  only  of 
themselves  but  of  their  neighbors,  and  built  a mill  on 
[ohuson's  creek,  where  it  crosses  the  ridge.  The  one 
at  the  Creek  is  the  only  one  in  the  town,  and  was  built 
originally  by  Fibenezer  Seeley,  who  still  resides  at  that 
[ilace.  The  first  and  only  tannery  in  Hartland  was 
built  at  Johnson’s  Creek  in  i8i8,  and  went  to  decay  sev- 
eral years  ago. 

The  early  merchants  were  James  and  Daniel  Van  Horn, 
John  Secor,  Martin  Miner,  and  George  Reynolds.  I'he 
two  first  named  carried  on  a general  dry  goods  and 
grocery  business,  just  east  of  the  village  of  Johnson's 
Creek,  in  1815.  They  were  succeeded  by  George  Fley- 
nohjs  in  1818.  Miner  and  Secor  each  kept  a grocery  store 
at  the  Creek. 

In  1813  Mrs.  Burnett,  who  lived  a sliort  distance  west 
of  Johnson's  Creek  on  the  Ridge  road,  worked  at  weav- 
ing for  her  neighbors. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  tow’u  meeting  of  1814  elected  as  commissioners  of 
common  schools,  Samuel  Colton,  James  Welch  and  Samuel 
H.  Morehouse;  and  ordered  that  Daniel  Cornell,  John 
l.each  and  ^Vi!liam  Smith  be  inspectors  of  common 
schools. 

The  first  school  in  tliis  town  was  taught  by  Miss  Nancy 
Jiidson,  in  the  summer  of  1813.  .Mrs.  Stephen  Baker, 
now  living  in  the  southeastern  jiart  of  the  town,  is  one 
of  the  survi\  ing  pupils,  and  probaldy  the  only  one  in  the 
town.  In  iSi6  tlie  town  was  di\udedby  the  commissioners 
of  I'ommon  schools,  into  six  districts.  In  th.e  same  vear. 

It  was  voted  at  town  meeting  to  raise  sixty  dollars  for  the 
'■upport  of  schools.  In  1878  there  were  eighteen  school 
districts,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  four  hundred 
and  seventy-one,  and  the  amount  of  school  money  ap- 
liortioneu  to  the  town  for  1878  was  §^.411.16. 

The  following  is  an  extr;,i  t from  tlie  records  of  scliool 
dlsirii  t No.  5,  showing  the  original  bounds  of  the  ilistrict: 

“ Beginning  at  tlie  southwest  corner  of  lands  now  owned 
and  occupied  b_\’  /enas  beam.m.  at  the  Rulge  road,  theni'e 
north  to  the  north  line  of  secti>.n  a.  in  the  sixtli  range, 
tiience.west  to  the  town  line,  thence  south  along  the  tow  n 
hue  to  t'le  soutinvest  corner  of  section  6.  in  tlie  seventh 


range,  ihenceeast  to  the  pi. ice  of  beginning  .\pf' 
i8j8,  1 s<  hool-house  was  built  of  logs,  and  in  ti.e 

higliw.iy,  as  no  <jne  that  occupied,  laml  conldl  give  .1 
good  title  tor  a lot  upon  whii  h to  luiild.  .\b--il.im  Lad- 
ner. John  Scot  ell  aiul  Le\  i ll.ill  were  the  first  tru.stee'. 

I he  sehuol-hoiise  was  built  of  logs,  in  1831;  size,  1.8  bv 
24  feet,  and  cost,  ,'$15. 

In  October,  1S32,  school  district  No.  5 voted  to  raise 
.$10  to  repair  the  school-house  and  to  buy  firedogs  and 
shovel.  The  hoard  for  the  teat  her  was  sold  at  auctitm  to 
tile  lowest  bidder,  James  Slaton  bidding  off  the  job  at 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  week.  ■ 

The  “ (Juaker  road”  school-house  was  built  nlioiit  tlie 
year  1818,  ot  logs,  with  a stick  t hiinney.  and  a sufficient 
opening  between  that  .-'nd  the  logs  to  store  aw.-v  tiie 
necessary  number  ot  blue  beeches  to  enforce  pro|  erorder 
and  discipline  in  the  school-room.  The  first  >c!iool  in 
the  district  was  taught  by  Rachael  IV-ase,  in  iSio.  Tue 
first  male  teaclier  was  Jesse  Aldrich,  who  taugl't  alxc.it 
1820.  The  district  is  now  known  as  No.  12. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  Ridge  road,  or  rather  the  ridge,  was  discovered  in 
1805  by  some  of  the  new  settlers  around  Slaton  Settle- 
ment, who,  while  hunting  after  their  cattle,  obscri'ctl  that 
there  was  a continuous  ridge  or  elevated  ground,  running 
nearly  east  and  west  across  the  town,  and  that  upon  :: 
was  heavy  timber  of  a valuable  kind.  They  theref'  re 
changed  their  location  and  settled  upon  this  ridge,  east  of 
Hartland  Corners. 

.Among  the  first  to  settle  upon  the  ridge  in  this  town 
were  Isaac  Southwell,  Jedediah  Riggs,  Daniel  Brown  and 
others.  In  a very  few  years  the  Ridge  road  was  cele- 
brated as  one  of  the  best  roads  in  the  St.tte,  settlers  beg-m 
to  come  in  and  locate,  stages  began  to  go  over  ir.  hea'.  ilv 
loaded,  business  revivetl,  and  Hartland  soon  became 
noted  for  its  numerous  hotels  one  ewery  mile  , wiiere  tne 
traveler  could  rest  and  refresh  his  wearied  body,  and 
from  which  he  could  start  out  afresh  on  his  ipioneer  pil- 
grimage or  tour  of  inspection  of  the  many  natural  woi'- 
ders  that  presented  themselves  at  the  falls  of  Niagara. 

The  several  roads  running  north  and  south  from  ti  c 
Ridge  road  were  hewed  out  by  the  sturdy  [uonecr;  p.'.ti  Iw' 
of  ground  were  cleared  on  either  side,  and  the  be_i;'.r  _ 
of  future  homes  established  by  the  building  of  a nuic  ' .. 
hut,  the  raising  ot  a little  grain  and  a few  vegetabiv'-:  ,.;'-l 
in  a few  years  the  paths  that  were  followcvl  tmlv  1 . 
marked  trees  became  the  turnpikes;  includin.,  the  ■ i Iv- 
lirated  Ridge  roai.1,  ov  er  whic  h,  in  1816.  four-iuu  'e 
with  their  aiKlitional  baggage  v<r  express  w .igoii'.  hc.'.v 
loaded,  began  making  dailv'  trips  between  Roc  lic'ter  . vl 
Lewiston. 

fesse  Aldrich  and  wile,  in  company  wi'li  .X^a  Iki's.  r 
■and  wife,  moved  from  I’erinfon.  Monroe  coiiniv , into  ;..c- 
tcjwn  of  Hank  i;d  lane  Olii,  :Si  ;.  c-..’.  1 , . 
scctlc.Ts  ot  'hat  p.irt  of  tl'.c  tnwn  uc'vv  k-'  'vx  u - • c ;■  . ' 

Settlemeiil,  and  arc  bclu ved  to  h.ivc  been  th.e  tir-:  --i  ’■  c '' 
north  of  the  Ridge  road  in  wh.u  i>  m.-.v  kiu-'v:.  .i-  1!  ■ 

1 irul.  TliL''e  fa.milies  wcr..  accouqi.mivcl  Bv  l.i-c;  ',  l.'i 
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sail,  Daniel  Baker  and  ICsek  Aldrich,  and  heljied  tn  clear 
i road  from  the  Ridee,  a distant  e of'  a mile  and  a hal!, 
to  the  lands  that  had  heeii  ■■.inich-d"  to  [es'-c  Birdsall. 
siifticientiy  to  |)ass  a team  through:  al'O  to  < Icar  a siii- 
and  put  up  a loe  house.  The'C  lalmrs  heim,'  a< vomphsljed, 
those  |)cr>on>  |•ete.rned  to  their  homes,  lea\  iny  these  two 
families  to  the  solitude  surrourulin;a  their  new  home. 
Hurtno  the  tune  the  house  was  beine;  built  tlo,:  aonien 
were  left  at  the  house  of  |ohn  (,'ook,  on  the  Ridiue  road. 

No  other  settler-,  c.ime  to  this  [M.ice  nuril  tiv-  'ollo\\  ino 
year,  iSi6,  when  jesse  .\ldrii  h,  loseph  llirds.iil.  boeph 
Baker,  Id ipah  J.n  kson.  Jesse  Jackson,  \VilIiam  Jackson, 
Richard  Icarl  and  C'li ristoplier  II.  Skeels,  with  their  wives, 
moved  in,  all  beine  members  of  the  Sor  iei\  of  I'riends — 
commonly  called  (Quakers — excejit  the  turn  last  n.imed. 
With  their  united  industry  the  wilderness  was  soon  beine: 
transformed  into  cuiti\ated  fields  anti  pleasant  homes, 
and  the  neip'hborhood  was  soon  known  as  the  "Quaker 
Settlement,”  and  the  road  passing  through  it  as  the 
“Quaker  road.” 

The  town  records  contain  the  following; 

“A  survey  of  a road  beginning  at  the  south  side  of  the 
Ridge  road,  at  the  corner  of  lots  No.  4 and  No.  2,  being,  as 
ii/  supposed,  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  west  of  the 
east  bounds  of  the  now  county  of  Niagara,  running  thence 
southerly  along  the  line  of  Linus  Spialding’s  land,  to  the 
no)  h line  of  townshij)  No.  14,  in  the  5th  range  of  town- 
shi  s of  the  Holland  Company’s  land;  turning  thence  a 
course  south,  40'^  west,  striking  again  the  line  between 
(quarter  sections,  thence  a straight  course  with  the  line 
until  strikhag  the  west  branch  of  Oak  Orchard  creek,  and 
crossing  with  the  line  until  meeting  with  the  creek  again; 
then  running  with  the  bank  of  the  said  creek  two  chains, 
turning  thence  an  easterly  course,  fifty-si.x  chains,  to  the 
county  line;  making  a route  of  four  miles  and  a half,  and 
seventy-two  rods. 

“John  Skcok,  Surveyor.” 

There  are  in  this  town  about  fifteen  bridges  crossing 
the  three  principal  streams,  the  nio^t  imiiortant  of  w hich 
are  the  Johnson’s  Creek,  count)  line,  and  Hartland  Cor- 
ners bridges.  'I'he  one  south  of  the  Corners  is  a con- 
struction costing  about  $500.  'I'he  one  at  Johnson’s 
Creek  village  i.->  a stone  arch  bridge,  built  in  1878,  cost- 
ing  1^850,  contract  price,  besides  the  filling  in  at  the  ends 
and  widening  the  rcadwa)'  and  wing-;.  'Fire  county  line 
bridge,  crossing  Jrihnson’s  creek,  was  rebuilt  in  1878. 
The  first  bridge  in  tiiis  town  was  at  the  site  of  Johnson's 
Creek  village,  ami  was  iniilt  of  logs,  in  1 8 1 3,  and  co\ cred 
with  earth. 

.SALT  SI’RINC.S. 

('ll!  the  farm  of  !’.  Newton,  about  one  ami  a half  miles 
southwest  i.)f  Johnson’s  Creek  sillage.  there  is  a salt 
spring,  or  well,  about  twent\-  feel  deeje  J''or  a large 
space  around,  reai  hing  o\er  on  to  the  farm  of  \\  illir.m 
\V1  leeler,  there  is  so  m\u  li  of  ihie  s.Uine  pro[iert\  in  ilte 
ground  that  no  \eget.ttion  wh.itcver  will  grow  u]ion  it. 

.\t  one  time  salt  was  '[uite  e\lensi\ely  manufac tured. 

I'lte  troughs  useil  were  made  from  hirge  basworal  tiees,  j 


and  some  of  them  are  ^till  in  existence.  U hen  he  I.:- 
Canal  was  opr-ned,  salt  was  brou  hi  from  .'s\ r e 
sold  cheap,  r i!)  m ll-nia".*  ’..o'.!  e-  , 

.the  ’Void-  i\  e.ni.d,  ...  .ib  ■ .’.  1 ■ 

A l’R(  )!■  1 r.\  Bl  K 111  RR1(.:.\NL. 

Some  I inn.-  1 .a  vioiis  to  the  seiileiiient  of  this  town  by 
B.jrnum,  Ri,_;'  ain!  oihers  in  1N03.  a hurricane  ]i.isscd 
o\er  this  town,  from  southeast  to  north\\est.  and  about 
h.ilf  a mile  w ide,  apparently  destro\'ing  e\er\'thing  in  its 
i course.  Isaac  .slouihwell  and  (Jliver  (,'astle  settled  uj-on 
this  " windfall,"  as  it  was  called.  Mr.  Castle  cut  from  the 
fallen  timber  the  logs  to  build  his  caln'n,  and  Mr.  .Soutit- 
wel!  cut  from  the  same  streak,  about  two  miles  northwest 
front  Castle’s,  logs  for  rails  to  make  his  fences,  and  also 
logs  for  his  wilderness  mansion. 

AN  .\NCIENT  EARTHWORK. 

Neither  history  nor  tradition  furnishes  any  account  of 
Indian  trails  in  or  jmssing  through  what  is  embraced  in 
the  present  boundaries  of  Hartland.  But  on  the  Castle 
farm,  many  tears  before  the  red  man  itf  the  forest  retreat- 
ed before  the  advance  of  his  white  foe,  some[ieop!e  build 
an  earthwork,  evidently  for  defensive  o[)erations.  It  was 
similar  to  those  hastily  thrown  up  in  modern  times.  The 
works  were  circular  in  form,  with  an  opening  on  the  north- 
east side  for  ingress  and  egress.  In  1828,  Mr.  William 
dVheeler.  who  now  owns  and  lives  on  the  adjoining  farm, 
assisted  in  clearing  away  the  timber,  then  growing  in, 
u[)on  and  around  these  works,  which  was  as  large  as  any 
of  the  timber  surrounding  the  fort.  He  afterward  assist- 
ed in  plowing  down  the  embankments,  which  were  at  th.it 
lime  from  two  to  four  feet  high.  In  plowing  and  culti- 
vating this  piece  of  ground,  which  was  about  twenty  rods 
in  diameter,  a large  number  of  pieces  of  earthen  ware, 
apparently  of  some  ancient  or  foreign  make,  were  found. 
Arrow  heads  and  some  other  small  relics  of  ancient  war. 
I fare  were  also  found.  The  place  has  been  cultivated 
since  182S,  and  the  first  road  west  of  Johnson’s  creek, 

I running  south  from  the  Ridge  road,  passes  over  what  was 
the  east  side  of  the  fort,  just  south  of  the  old  Ca.stle  m in- 
.--ion  I'or  man)'  ) ears  the  place  was  known  loc;illy  as 
“ Fort  Peace.”  There  is  now  scarcely  any  trace  of  the 
works  left. 

T.VVERN.8. 

iephtha  Dunn  was  the  first  inn-keeper  in  the  town  of 
Hartland.  He  ojiened  his  house  for  the  accommodation 
of  travelers  in  1809.  He  was  locate-.l  about  two  mile-; 
i-a->t  of  Ic'hnson's  Creek,  on  the  Ridge  road. 

Daniel  Broun  w.is  also  a ta\ern-keej>er  in  the  early 
history  of  tlie  town.  He  kept  in  a log  house  ab.,>ut 
j eighty  rod.^  we.s'  <u'  Johnson's  t.’reek,  on  the  Ridge  r'-uil. 
.S.nnuel  ii.  .Min'ehouse,  one  of  the  most  noted  men  in 
this  pan  of  • ^ .n';-  i:;  !' b d v . built  ,i  Iv  tC  • II  r'- 

l.ind  (.'iirm  ; ■ /o';;  I'l  ; i B'  pi.-tii.  n'.e-i 

place  in  iSiO.  He  was  a char.K  t--r,  and  could  hi--  c.ireer 
be  written  out  in  full  it  would  fill  a volume. 

At  ineseiU  th.ere  are  but  three  hotels  in  the  town.  ■■  i-v. 
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!i  1 [r.rtl  ind  and  Johnson’s  Crock,  and  one  on  the  cast  side 
.1*'  die  t'.wn,  on  the  Ridge  road,  locally  known  as  the 

1 1 1'c.i  k o 1 >a  \ II I iJirl. ' 

PHV.nICIAXS. 

Dr.  Asa  Crane  settled  in  Hartland  in  i8io,  and  was 
the  first  physician  in  the  town.  • Dr.  Moore  soon  followed. 

Dr.  Iluttcrficld  came  in  iSie  orearlv  in  and  located 

at  Johnson’s  Creek.  Drs.  Crane  and  .Moore  located  on  ! 
the  north  side  of  the  Ridge,  at  the  corner  of  the  (Ciaker  j 
road.  Dr.  Ifutterfield  was  a graduate  of  t\e  I'diirfield  | 
.Medical  School,  and  located  in  Canada.  Upon  the  de- 
cl.iration  of  war  in  iSta  the  doctor  and  a friend  of  his 
took  a skiff  and  struck  out  across  Lake  Ontario  for  their 
native  land,  landing  at  Sackett’s  Harbor.  ’The  doctor 
located  early  in  1S13  at  the  Creek,  and  remained  there 
during  life.  He  had  a very  extensive  ride.  He  rode 
what  was  known  in  those  days  as  a circuit,  and  would  | 

often  be  from  home  for  several  days  at  a time.  While  | 

absent  from  home  he  shared  the  hospitality  of  the  pio- 
neers, partaking  of  their  frugal  meals,  and  after  tying  his  ; 
horse  to  a tree  would  find  shelter  for  himself  under  the  ^ 
wide-spreading  branch.es  of  another  tree  close  by.  Thus  | 
the  good  old  man  worked  for  his  fellow  men,  spending  i 
his  health  and  life  for  the  good  of  others. 

BURYIXG  GROUNDS. 

'ihere  are  some  half  dozen  in  the  town,  but  the  most 
proi  inent  is  the  “Skeels  burving  ground,”  betw  een  the 
Skeels  and  Weaver  farms,  on  the  Ridge  road,  a little  west  j 
of  the  Quaker  road.  Skeels  and  Weaver  donated  half  j 
the  land,  anti  caused  a substantial  stone  wall  to  be  put  I 
around  the  whole  lot;  and  as  long  as  Mr.  Skeels  lived, 
the  grounds  were  kept  in  good  order. 

EARLY  PREACHERS. 

Oliver  Castle,  who  settled  here  in  1S15,  although  nOf  j 

ordained,  was  the  first  to  preach  the  gospel  in  this  and  j 

adjoining  towns.  Elder  Mairo,  a Methodist  itinerant,  j 

came  here  in  1S14.  In  about  1S16  Elder  Harrington,  a 
Baptist,  came  here  and  organized  a Bajuist  societv.  In 
iSii  the  Univcrsalists  held  services  at  the  house  of 
Benjamin  Cornell. 

LC)DG  ES. 
masonic. 

Hartland  I.odge,  No.  a 1 8,  f . and  .V.  M.  was  organizetl  ; 
in  1825,  at  H.irtland  Corners.  In  1S26-7.  when  the  anti- 
masonic  agitation  swe;it  ov  er  over  this  State,  the  lodce 
suspended  labor,  and  the  m.ister’s  gavel  was  not  heaial  1 

again  until  1850,  when  labor  was  resumed  at  lohnson’s  ; 

( reek,  with  the  following  charter  officers;  B.  R.  Cornell,  | 

•M.;  Robert  Dixon.  S,  W,;  R!ch.i_;-d  Weaver,  i W.  'iTe  i 

othcer.  for  N.  L.  Wallac  e,  M.;  L.  !'.  M.'liier. 

S.  W, ; John  Long.  J.  A,:  K.  H,  Whitman,  treasurer;  R. 

8,  H iwkins,  sec  retary;  8n  members  were  re|iorted  June  j 


a 

-d  - _ : 

•A  lodge  of  Good  Temidars  was  organized  at  Hartland 
Corners  January  bth.  1869,  with,  sixteen  charter  mem- 
bers, and  Dr.  E.  H.  Elliott  as  W.  C.  T.  The  lodge  is  in 
a Hourishing  condition,  and  has  at  present  about  seventv 
members. 

A.  o.  u.  w. 

Benefiejiary  Lodge,  No.  loi.  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Morkmen,  located  at  Hartland  Corners,  was  instituted 
July  28th,  1877,  by  1).  I).  G.  .M.  M'.  William  E.  Jennev. 
] he  tollowing  is  a lull  list  of  officers  installed  at  the  or- 
ganization : 

Andrew  Welcher,  P.  M.  W.;  Alfred  Deuel,  .M.  W.  ; 
Dexter  Wheeler,  G.  F.;  Josejih  Garbutt,  O.;  Dr.  H.  ,\ 
W ilmpt,  recorder;  Stephen  Dennie,  financier;  W.  IL 
Bronson,  receiver;  W.  LI.  Marshall,  guide;  J'ames  Bryant. 
I.  ^V. ; Cltarles  Kendall,  f).  W. 

The  present  officers  were  installed  in  Januarv,  1878.  as 
follows:  .A.  Welcher,  P.  M.  W.;  Alfred  Deuel,  M.  W.;  C. 
D.  Silsby,  G.  F. ; John  Gow,  O.;  Dr.  H.  A.  Wilmot,  re- 
corder; Robert  Bardwill,  financier;  'W.  R.  Bron.son, 
receiver;  Wh  H.  Marshall,  guide;  Albert  J.  Dean.  I.  ; 
Albert  Carlin,  O.  W.;  James  Bryant,  Andrew  Welcher, 
Stephen  Dennie,  trustees.  The  lodge  meets  at  Hartiand 
Corners  on  Saturday  evening  of  each  week. 

CHURCHES. 

The  first  “ meeting-house”  of  the  Friends,  fertjuakers. 
was  erected  about  the  year  18 iS,  and  was  built  of  Iog>.  I: 
stood  on  the  Ridge  road,  at  the  corner  of  the  Quaker 
road.  This  building  was  occujiied  for  a meeting-hou.'c 
up  to  1835,  when  the  society  built  their  present  house  oi 
worship,  constructed  of  cobble  stone.  It  is  located  about 
three-quarters  of  a mile  east  of  the  old  one.  on  the  Ridge 
road.  This  society  for  a number  of  years  was  (juite  iar:,c. 
but  of  late  has  become  considerably  reduced  bv'  deatiis 
and  removaU.  Its  members  were  industrious  and  tempe- 
rate in  their  habits,  and  a people  peculiarly  addicted  to 
minding  their  own  business. 

•Among  the  most  prominent  and  leading  of  the  member- 
of  this  society  was  Jesse  .Vldrich,  who  took  an  active  p.:rt 
in  all  the  measures  calculated  to  enhance  tile  jiro-'per'i > 
ot  the  church.  He  was  a man  much  respected  for  ins  n- 
telligence,  and  moral  and  religious  standing.  He 
various  town  offices,  although  frcip’.tntly  declming  on 
ground  that  the  duties  reipiired  the  administerin,  >•: 
oaths.  He  built  the  first  frame  house  and  barn  on  ;':;e 
(Juaker  road.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  8S  2 ■ . ' 
The  Society  ot  Friends  most  of  the  timeh.ive  ' ..d  •. 
roident  minister.  The  only  ones  now  remeuibered  v.  -g 
Robert  (.iomfoit.  Mead  .\twatcr,  and  Huid..h.  hi-  ■ 

i-'iRS  i n vi'i'is  i. 

The  First  Bn.ptisf  Churcli  of  H.irtkmd  h.td  u-  r;-- 
die  li'c.irts  ',f  r,,'w  e.iriKst  chri-i'.an-  fr  un  v er...  v. 

settlcel  in  the  town  in  Feliruarv . 1873.  I’iuy  w i ; ^ 
Fidmunds  .uni  f imilv,  of  whom  four  were  II  q 'l-;-. 

I )ea(  on  1 !orr<  m am  I wife. 
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As  soon  as  Mr.  Edmunds  had  Oearcd  a few  acres  of 
land  and  built  him  a loj;  house,  he  bet'an  looking:  about 
for  others  of  a like  faith,  with  a view  to  orp'ani/ing  a 
Baptist  prayer  meetintj.  He  frmnd  Mr.  an.d  Mrs,  Oreen 
and  Mr.  .-Vbia!  'rrij.»|<  on  the  mountain  ridge,  who  gladly 
united  with  him  in  establishing  weekly  prayer  meetings, 
held  alternately  at  their  homes,  with  occasional  [>reach- 
ing  by  Elders  Bennett  and  L.  Hatt,  of  the  missionary- 
convention,  and  Elder  Dutcher,  of  Gaines. 

These  services  were  continued  a little  m.ore  than  two 
years,  during  which  time  several  converts  were  received, 
the  first  one  being  Mrs.  I.ydia  I.e  Valley.  In  December, 
t8i7,  the  little  band  of  believers,  numbering  only  twenty- 
two,  was  formally  recognized  a^  the  Fir-t  Rnpti.^t  Ch’.roh 
of  Hartland,  Niagara  county  N,  Y.,  by  Rev,  Simeon 
Dutcher,  pastor  of  the  G,aines  church,  and  R-w.  Tirnotiiv 
Shepherd,  mis.sionary  of  the  .State  convention.  The 
ensuing  May,  Daniel  Bateman  joined  the  church  by  letter, 
was  licensed  to  preach  and  supplied  the  pulpit  two  }ears. 
The  first  deacon  was  Jame.s  Edm.unds.  The  first  p.astor 
was  Re-v.  William  Harrington,  of  Vermont,  who  was  in- 
duced to  Settle  in  this  vicinity  by  Deacon  Pidmunds,  in 
1820.  He  .'cned  the  church  faithfully  and  acceptably 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  December  2nd,  1830. 

On  Ap,ril  loth,  1822,  the  church  re.voIved  it.self  into  a 
body  co.-^jorate,  agreeubie  to  the  la-.vof  1813.  robe  known 
as  The  Emit  Baptist  Church  of  Hartiar.d.  Thi.s  title 
was  changed  in  1832  to  The  .Society  of  the  Pirst  Baptist 
Church  of  Hartiar.d.  d he  firs:  trustees  were:  Jam.es  Ed- 
munds. Otis  Leland  and  Ploi-Ien  I.e  Valley. 

Up  to  this  time,  seven  years,  services  had  been  held 
alternately  in  the  house  or  barr.  of  Deacon  Edm.-rnds, 
the  "Green  ” school-house,  or.  the  mounts ir.  ridge,  and 
the  house  of  Holden  Le  Valley.  :i' re'--cuarte.cs  o:  a m.ile 
nonh  of  Middici»ort.  The  society  then  raised  -Stoo,  and 
with  it  added  ter.  fee:  to  t;.e  length  of  a schooi-ho  ; -.e 
being  built  at  Jr.,hnson’5  Creek,  and  thus  secured  a com- 
modious place  of  worship,  which  'er-'ed  until  1833,  when, 
during  t.-.e  labor'  of  rheir  .secend  pa.stor.  E.er.  Ro-.we’I 
Kimball,  the  church  succeeued  in  u ;iidir.g.  a:  the  '.o->t  of 
.92,700.  a church  edifice.  This  i.eir.g  the  fir-*  • hurch  or 
gar.'i/ed  in  the  town,  'it  was  entiried  Z j and  applied  for  the 
govemment  ap7»ortionrne.n:  c:  fifty  acres  of  land,  and 

betnu  cliuiblc  for  bci’ding  r.irrO'e^.  va->  dbeosed  of.  and 
the  proceed.-,  devoted  '0  the  e.'ectb,-  cf  tr.e  r.ou.-,e  cn  its 
present  site  at  Jol.r.  - on's  Creek.  In  d.r'rgthe 

pastora*e  of  Rev,  G.  C.  V'  , ke.r  the  s e’ety  .--b.  .lit  and 
enlarged  the  rhur<  h at  ' "-t  ‘ ■>l..ooo. 


the  men.her'  per  based  ‘‘  a . Ij  r'lnu  ur.pe'tv  r 


throe  of  her  sons,  viz.;  Roswell  Kimball,  1,  Glin  Kd- 
iniinds  and  Pldw  ird  B.  Edmunds,  the  two  kilter  1, emu  tin- 
son  and  grand.-on  r>t  the  P.onored  instrument  of  tlie  or- 
ganisation of  the  ' hurch, 

'I'he  deacons  of  the  thureh  have  been;  James  Ed- 
munds, ftti.s  I-eland,  Jose|>h  Wortiien,  Jeremiah  'rurner. 
Orlando  Bates,  Silas  Gilbert,  .\rchibald  .McClay,  I . I, 
Weston,  James  P.drnunds,  jr.,  S,  .M.  Kinginan,  H,  B, 
•Stew'art,  fl '.Tret  Spoor,  Blatt  Betts  and  (fharles  Williams, 
the  three  latter  now  serving  the  church. 

KOM.AN  C.A't  HOt.tC. 

Sain*  Patrick  s Roman  flatholic  Churrh  is  located  on 
the  ''2’iaker  road,  near  the  north  line  of  the  town,  i're- 
vio’.is  to  1856  this  .sOC’c-ty  hold  its  servifes  in  pri.  itc 
bouse.s  within  the  lirriits  of  the  parish,  and  In  that  >t-ar, 
ind-jr  the  labors  of  Rev.  J . Shehan,  who  r»-sided  at  No-v- 
far.e,  the  society  ere-ctod  a frame  chnrclr,  rhir'y  by  for--/ 
feet,  at  a cost  of  .-kjro,  .vbich  was  dedicated  ir.  1,77  bv 
the  R.ight  Rov  John  'I  imon.  It.  D.,  bishoj-  of  Buffalo, 

In  1865,  under  the  Tja>*or3tt  of  Rev  R.  ,\,  .Muiloy,  th.e 
chu.'ch  buiidir.u  was  enlarged,  and  in  .Sep»'.niber,  1872, 
the  Rev.  T.  B.  Brougham  '■erne  in  charge  of  the  n;b,  ion; 
and  thrvi'gh  his  efior's  the  transept,  san't-jary  -.'.d  vt-strv 
Were  bub:,  and  finished  inside  and  out,  in  modern  sf.  o. 
at  a cost  of  .92.200. 

d he  reded  c'T’on  took  piSce  July  7'h,  187*,  *’-,e  Ri.-ht 
Re-.',  .S.  V.  Ryan,  It.  It.,  Ikshoo  of  B^ffaio,  officiating  on 
the  or.ca.s'or:. 

'I  he  presbstory  was  erected  in  b-.e  fall  of  187b,  cos-'ng 
.92.000.  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Jtrougharn  is  the  -first  re-,’d-,nt 
priest,  he  having  r-tove-I  here  in  rh77  from  .Ne-zf-, r,e. 


.\.t  the  orgonlzat'o'  o-  the  so<' le-‘y  the-re  -zere  -h.-.r. 
forty  souls  in  the  rnVsion,  and  ot  the  present  th-:re  a^e 
vrven  hundred.  'I  .he  value  of  th-r  ch;rC'i  property  is 
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AC.RICUT  TURK  IN  HAR'I  LAND— 1'R0MIN1;N  r Cri'l/ KNS. 


a<;ricl[.tirai,. 

’■''73  I'TiiImIiIv  not  more  than  five  { or  cent,  o:  the 
land  then  embraced  in  the  town  was  improved,  whiie  in 
1S75  more  tlutn  eighty-hve  jier  cent,  was  under  improve- 
ment. The  cash  value  of  farms  as  estimated  by  the  as-  j 
sessors  in  1873  was  ^19,487;  in  1875  the  cash  value,  as  j 

^iven  by  the  land  owners  and  holders  to  the  L nited  j 

.stales  census  marshal. was  1^,2.809.600.  In  1875  the  value  of 
f.irm  L>ulldm;4s  was  3-^3.090;  value  of  stock,  3-^3. uoo; 
f.irm  tools.  gross  sales  from  farms,  ,^263. 444: 

bushels  of  bariev,  16,400;  of  buckwheat.  2.122;  corn. 
60.575;  oats.  97,840;  rye,  3.563;  winter  v.  !.e..n 
840;  beans.  18,895:  potatoes,  59.207:  at  ■ le.-.  ::  ;.7' 

grajies,  53.450  pounds;  butter.  122,979:  avcT;:g.:'_  .2  . 
l)ounds  to  eacn  cow  in  the  town;  number  of  farms  ot  all 
si/.es,  528;  number  of  families  in  the  town  721;  total 
v.ilue  of  dwellings  in  town,  aside  from  farm  buildings, 
S593--65. 

The  first  orchards  were  set  out  on  the  Bennett  and  Ed- 
munds farms,  and  others  west  of  them  in  1S15.  Tire  trees 
were  brought  from  Lima,  Livingston  county.  Mr.  Ed- 
munds, who  had  just  come  from  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  wanted  fruit  trees;  and  not  having  the  money  with 
which  to  buy  them,  traded  the  onlv  feather  bed  his  family  ! 
had  for  some  trees,  thus  starting  an  orchard  that  has  | 
spread  all  over  the  town.  ! 

THE  LEADING  CITIZENS  OF  TO-DAY.  i 

H.  P.  Alvord  was  born  in  Hartland,  N.  Y.,  April  ist. 
1S32,  and  in  1855  he  was  married  to  Eliiia  J.  Robinson,  i 
of  Hartland.  Mr.  Alvord  is  a well-known  farmer.  Post- 
office,  North  Ridgeway. 

O.  T.  Bachelder,  farmer,  was  born  in  Hartland.  N.  Y.. 
July  23d,  1S25.  He  was  married  October  roth,  184S.  to 
Louisa  Baker,  who  was  born  October  loth,  1S2S.  Post- 
office,  Middleport, 

Ezra  K.  Banker  vvn.s  born  in  Clinton  county,  N.  Y.  j 
October  16th,  1S12,  and  was  married  to  Eliza  M’hiten.  a 
native  of  Montpelier,  \'t.  Mr,  Banker  is  a farmer  and  | 
blacksmith.  Post-office,  Johnson's  Creek. 

Elnoch  W.  Bardwell  was  born  in  Ontario  countv.  N.  Y.. 
January  3mt,  1807,  and  was  married  in  Middlesex,  Yates 
county,  N.  Y..  in  1S29.  to  Malah  Stebbins.  who  was  a 
native  of  Franklin  countv.  Mass. 

A.  J.  Bickford  was  born  CRtober  17th,  1S43.  in  H..rt- 
land,  N.  Y.,  ami  married  March  2cth.  1867,  to  Susan  ^'an 
Nortwick,  of  Vaies.  N.  He  is  a farmer.  Post-,  tf.  .e 
address,  Johnson's  Creek,  N.  Y. 

H.  H.  Bicktord.  a n.itive  of  .M.cb.igan.  w a^  '..'  .r.t  M...r  . 

13th.  1838.  He  c.ime  to  llartl.md  in  1842.  '.v'a-.re 
since  re-ided.  He  is  \ nursery m in,  farmer.  u:t  .i  g,.:.:-.:'.- 
er,  by  occupation.  He  >erved  in  Ccmp'.n'y  L,  .''■.It  77. Y 
cavalry,  d'.iriT,g  the  war.  IVo-'t-oflioe.  loitr-'cth  Cr,-. 

M,  \V.  pi,.!  .w.  f.a-Mer,  Jolnme  .h  C;-e  k.  w.  - * .• 

Hartland.  Manh.  jptiu  1031.  lie  u..'  ■ ■ 

23d.  1859,  to  Caroline  .Sw  at,  u he'  w.;s  born  in  Yr.:-.-'.  ■ 
leans  county,  March  12th,  1831. 

C.ir.rle-'  H.  l;.'Vi!.  ■ : I oi’.n.'. •■i'-  Preck.  i n..  ',.  - - 


ningtiju,  \'t..  V.  burn  .'teptember  13th,  181. 8.  c;d  ir..\r 
rie'd  ( letuber  15th.  183S.  to  Charlotte  Nelson,  of  H.irikmil 
N.  \.  Mr.  Boyd  came  to  H.irtlaiul  from  Erie  1 ounl}  in 
1837.  He  is  a farmer  and  fruit-grower. 

Samuel  A.  Brewer  was  born  in  Yates  county,  N.Y., 
October  12th,  1831.  He  vvas  married  November  i5thi 
1853,  to  Salina  Hinman,  who  was  born  January  5th.,  1830, 
at  Le  Rov,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Hinman 
have  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Mr. 
Brewer  is  known  as  an  enterprising  farmer  and  fruit- 
grower. Po>t-ofhce  address,  Johnson's  Creek. 

Thomas  Itruwn,  farmer.  Johnson’s  ("reek,  was  born  in 
ftr.tano  ■ ■-.•■  li.tv,  N.  \ January  27th,  180S.  He  was 
marr.o.t  1- e'  r'a.. rv  'hh.  1833.  Mrs.  Brown  is  a native  of 
Albanv  : >he  wa>  born  .\,[jril  13th,  1822. 

William  Brown  was  born  January  12th,  1830.  May 
loth,  1859,  he  wa,-.  married  to  Elizabeth  Curtis,  who  was 
born  November  28th.  1837.  Mr.  Brown  is  a fanner. 
Post-office.  Johnson’s  Creek. 

James  Bryant  vvas  born  in  Royalton,  N.  Y..  June  iith, 
1836.  He  married  Lovisa  S.  Crandall,  of  Newfane,  Ni- 
agara county,  N.  Y. 

C.  O.  Chaplin,  of  Ridgeway  Corners  (post-office,  Ridge- 
way , was  born  December  19th,  1848,  in  Hartland,  and 
married  October  19th,  1867,  to  IMiss  E.  J.  Warren,  of  that 
town.  He  removed  from  Middleport  March  28th,  1878, 
to  his  present  place  of  residence,  where  he  keeps  a hotel, 

John  L.  Chase  was  born  in  Franklin,  New  Lcndi.m 
county.  Conn.,  December  iith,  1829.  He  was  married 
November  27th.  1S50,  to  Sarah  C.  Taylor.  He  has  been 
supervisor  of  the  town  for  1877  and  1S78. 

J.  W.  Cleghorn  was  born  near  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
March  i8th,  1S21.  He  was  married  at  Lockport.  January 
ist,  1S54,  to  Rebecca  P.  Moore,  who  was  born  at  Moores- 
burgh,  Pa.,  July  2nd,  1S26. 

John  G.  Cook  is  a native  of  Orleans  county.  He  was 
born  October  28th,  1S29.  In  1S56  he  was  married  to 
Ruth  Ann  Smith.  Mrs.  Cook  was  born  in  H.nrtland. 
August  5th,  1S37.  Mr.  Cook  has  lived  in  the  town  forty- 
two  years. 

Harvey  Cook  was  born  September  17th,  1827.  in  .\llc- 
gany  county.  He  was  married  on  New  Year's  day,  1849, 
to  Eliza  Goodman,  a native  of  Royalton.  He  i.i  a tanner. 
Post-office.  North  Hartland. 

Samuel  Curtiss  was  born  in  Columbia  i o-unty.  \ .. 
May  27th,  1805.  May  14th,  1S42,  he  was  married  to 
Margaret  Deiany. 

William  T.  Curtiss,  farmer  and  fruit-grower,  w,>-  born  in 
Hartlandi.  N.Y.,  November  30th.  1833.  He  w.-!>  m..rne'! 
.Viiril  25tli.  1805.  to  Jane  IT  Ashley,  a naf.ve  of  Ln_!. 

lolin  I)avi'  was  born  June  171:1.  1824,  .m.i 
married  .''I.ireii  lOiii.  1 848,  to  .Marv  ,\.  W ,'.te:'m  in.  M.'- 
Davis  \va>  born  in  Hartland,  October  otii.  1^29.  Mr. 
D.'vis  i>  a f.'.rmer.  I’o.'t-ofliee,  Middlep’iri. 

St(.';  ’ •;  !'  " i;,  .’  n.i:iv\-  of  Mnvf  ' luhon  . 

S.  \..  . - ;.8xr  25!;..  , ' . 

Mar.,  ii  2;';.  le;;.  to  Lir.lii'ivhi  -irtv  > e . 

7dr.  Dern'ie  leinovod  from  .M.i}  field  to  H..it'tvi',  .V  \ 

I ''f'S.  H.  i^  .1  i.ir;r,er.  and  also  vlepiitv  eol’c<  i-r  ...n. 


Nl'l  *’■■■»  r I - M f 

. ,li  t 


iff  (jt'rv  I’f 


f . •-■  ,r. 


..'i 


t)  ,M|. 


"'■  V')  ! rl 


‘f  I'J.nv  n . |]  [.  ,(.j 
-•  'll  f<}  “rt'iin  7\Hi 
if  1'  ' '.»i  I J'l.-'RI 

! > ’■  fli, 


I > i< 


: ) 

./• 


*?#r  ;w»  . acjf  . 
- 


246 


HISTORY  or  NTAOARA  COHN  IA.  M’AV  V(,RR 


insucctur  of  custom^  at  Sus|)ension  Rridge.  He  was  also  . 
first  lieiilcnanl  in  tlic  lolh  cavalry.  l’ost-olii(  0,  Hartland,  ; 

X.  V.-  • _ I 

[olm  him,'  uaslic.rn  M,iv  litli,  18^5,  in  Uayna  CL-'inty.  1 
X.  Svi)tvia! icr  iith,  1S55,  he  wa.i  married  to  Susan 
Duty,  of  M.alr^on  ( ount\-,  X.  V.  Farmer  ; post-ofru  e,  ^ 
Johnson's  t'reek,  X,  ' 

Hosea  Hunhar  was  horn  in  Vermont,  May  5th,  181  a,  | 
and  married  October  i6th,  1834,  by  S<juire  Seymour,  to  : 
Laura  Chaplin.  | 

Reuben  I).  Feagles  was  born  in  Seneca  caninty,  X.  Y., 
February  15th,  i8ia,  and  was  married  April  iSth,  183S, 
to  Polly  Doty.  He  is  a farmer.  Post-office  address, \Yest 
Somerset. 

Joseph  Garbutt  was  born  at  Pilsdale,  England,  Febru- 
ary 13th,  1S31.  He  married  Caroline  Bradley,  who  was  I 
born  in  Flartland  .\[>ril  agth,  1S55.  Mr.  Garbutt  is  com- 
missioner of  highways  of  the  town  of  Hartland.  His 
mother,  Mrs.  Creorge  (farbutt,  who  lives  at  Johnson's 
Creek,  brought  the  first  hair  cloth  sofa  into  the  town  in  I 
1840.  , 

Lloyd  A.  Gardner  was  born  in  Royalton,  March  18th, 
1849,  and  was  married  to  Margaret  McCandlish  Septem- 
ber 29th,  1875,  at  Eagle  Harbor,  Orleans  county,  X'.  Y.  : 
Jesse  A.  Gladding  was  born  April  8th,  1820,  in  that 
part  of  the  town  known  as  the  “ Quaker  Settlement,"  and 
in  the  same  school  district  in  wdiich  he  now  resides.  Flis 
parents  were  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  came  from  there, 
to  Ontario  county,  X.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  the  town  of  | 
Hartland  in  i8i8.  The  father  died  in  1834.  The  mother 
still  survives.  Jesse  was  brought  up  to  farm  work.  Be-  j 
sides  the  common  school,  he  had  the  advantage  of  several  ! 
terms  in  the  academv  at  Millville,  Orleans  county,  in 
1840-41.  He  taught  school  winters  from  1841  to  1850.  | 

He  has  held  the  offices  of  school  inspector,  town  superin-  ! 
tendent  of  schools,  assessor,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  jus-  ] 
tice  of  sessions,  and  loan  commissioner  for  the  county  of 
Xiagara,  and  has  done  much  of  the  legal  business  of  tlie 
town  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  bu.t  has  devoted  his  j 
time  mostly  to  farming,  and  has  been  a daily  witness  of 
the  transformation  of  the  town  from  an  almost  unbroken  1 
wilderness  to  its  present  state  of  clearing  and  culti\ation.  i 
Mr.  Gladding  was  married  to  Adeline  C.  Gardner,  May 
ist,  1849,  who  was  born  in  Batavia,  Genesee  county, 

X.  Y.,  February  6th,  1S24.  Their  children  are  .Vda  C., 
born  June  30th,  1S50;  Cora  born  February  5tii,  1853;  ^ 

and  Milton  S.,  born  June  22d,  1856. 

Levi  Hall,  father  of  Luther  S.  Hall,  was  born  December 
9th,  1790,  at  Cape  Cod,  Barnstable  county.  Mass.,  and 
came  to  Xiagira  count}-  in  1815.  Luther  S.  Hall  rc^ide- 
on  the  old  homesteaii.  ani.1  was  born  there  .Mari  h iilh, 
1821.  He  w.’o  married  Xo\ember  lOth,  1843,  t'-'  Harrii.:t. 

S.,  daughter  of  Elisha  S.  and  Lovina  B.  Fas^ett,  of  ILcm- 
burgh,  l-'.rie  cuuntv,  X'. 

(\  B.  lL;\es  was  born  in  the  town  of  .8omi  r.-i.  t.  .\  iaa.'ra 
co'.:nt\-,  X.  on  llie  61I1  d,;\  c'l  I vi'ruarv,  iSgy.and  w.  > 
marrieil  .March  221!,  1800,  to  (Iraie  .M.  Fuller,  a nati\i.  of 
Sar.itoga  (auinlv,  where  she  was  born  Septeml)cr  22nd, 

.Mr.-  l!,i}-i.s  came'  to  Xiagara  (oiint}'  .tbo  it  nine 


years  ago.  They  have  had  four  children,  one  of  whom  i^ 
dead. 

F.li  F.  Hill,  a nati\-e  o(  \'’al!ingford,  ^'r..  was  1 -irn  .Vpri! 
27tli,  1810.  January  29th,  1844.  he  was  ir,  irrieil,  Mrs 
Hill  being  a nati\e  of  Saratoga  county,  X.  \’.,  wiicre  she 
was  born  December  i ith,  1815, 

B.  F.  Hoffman  came  from  Xewfane,  X’.  Y.,  to  John- 
son's Creek,  X.  V..  in  1874.  He  was  born  in  Somerset, 
Xiagara  cotmt}-,  .X.  September  26th,  1836.  He  was 
married  September  loth,  1862,  to  1.).  Cornelia  St.  John, 
of  \4ctor\-,  Cayuga  county.  Mr.  Hoffman  .served  as  lieu- 
tenant in  the  9th  X.  Y.  artillery  during  the  late  war. 

C>rrin  I>.  Hudnut  was  born  in  Cayuga  county,  X".  Y., 
Xovember  ist,  1S18.  Lie  married  Catharine  \'andoran 
March  22nd,  -1840.  .Mrs.  Hudnut  was  born  .August  iith. 

1 8 1 9. 

George  Humjihrey  was  born  February  15th,  1S44.  in 
Cambridgeshire,  England,  came  to  Hartland  in  1853,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit-growing.  He  was  in 
the  late  war  for  three  years,,  and  in  twenty-four  'oatties. 
Post-office,  Hartland  Corners. 

D.  W.  Hunt,  farmer,  Johnson’s  Creek,  is  a native  of 
Hartland,  where  he  was  born  .April  3d,  1835.  He  was 
married  .August  17th,  1S61,  to  Ldlen  O.  Smitn,  who  was 
born  .August  17th,  1S45. 

LI.  B.  Ingersoll,  farmer  and  fruit-grower,  w’no  was  born. 
December  6th,  1S52,  is  a son  of  Le\i  H.  Ingersoll,  a na- 
tive of  Broome  county,  who  was  born  December  7th,  1815 
Mr.  Ingersoll  was  married  to  .Mary  E.  Pollard,  ( ictobe^- 
29th,  1845.  LI.  B.  Ingersoll  was  married  SeiUcmber  2 i --t, 
i^>75- 

Irena  Jameson  was  born  February  22nd.  1816,  in  ('icne- 
see  county,  and  lived  in  that  county  and  Orleans  until 
locating  at  her  present  residence  in  Hartland.  Her  d-e- 
ceased  husband.  Ale.xander  H.  Jameson,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 22nd,  1805,  at  Barnet,  Vt.,  and  removed  to  Genoee 
count}’,  X.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Xiagara.  They  were  mar- 
ried May  I Ith,  1S34.  Mr.  Jameson  was  a lawyer  by  jiro- 
fession,  but  was  connected  with  the  army  for  two  years  as 
sutler  for  the  28th  regiment. 

M.  L.  Jones  was  born  in  fttsego  county.  Xovember 
1 8th,  1803.  Lie  was  married  at  Westport.  X'.  A'.,  to 
Eliza  White,  September  16th.  1S26.  .Mr.  Jones  is  a 
farmer. 

James  Kinnabrook  was  born  in  lAvid,  X.  A'.,  July  iSth, 
1815,  and  was  married  to  Rachel  Dunn,  September  iSth. 
1838.  Mrs.  Kinnabrook  was  born  June  loth,  1814.  in 
Columbia  count}',  X.  Y. 

John  Kin}  on,  jr,.  was  born  at  .Marcellus,  t )nonda_a 
count}-,  X^.  A .,  M.i}'  3d,  1832,  and  w'a>  married  .Man  h 22d,. 
1859.  to  Edith  Sheldon,  u ho  \\a^  born  in  Royalton.  X.  A'.- 
June  19th,  18,3. 

I-^aac  Kiltredge.  farmer,  was  born  at  Danville.  A’t. 
December  121a,  1799.  Febnmry  5th,  183  p he  w.t- 
marrie'l  !-  M ' ' , j IF'  ;c  . \.  \ . 

M.  B.  kn  i n 'L.  .h  1 ';a  ,d  . . v .-  ' 

Line  :7th,  1829.  Iti-  wife.  f(u-meri}'  .Mi»  .M.  L'..  Kello.,.,. 
w.i>  born  Jul}'  2mIi.  i 830.  in  ( >neid.,i  1 <umt}'. 

M.  \\  . I.^•.^^h,  t ii'uier  and  fruit-et'ow  er.  i\.is  liiu:'  (P  t-.-- 
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,r  ;i!i.  iSj;,  in  Mivuiv  il!e,  I'a..  :in<l '.v.-.'  uiirricd  SL-ntatn- 
■ , T u'J>.  to  Alinir.i  Ch.i’jihn.  .1  r.a'o.c 

\ > . i rl'ru.iry  Sth.  i > 

I ‘liic-;  II.  Mam  hostcr  was  l)orn  Sci ’tcmbcr  24th.  i S09, 

■ tb' i.iilall li n,  i'ulton  count\’,  X.  V.  He  was  inarr'aal 
\ .-.riiiber  2f)tli,  ttj  Margaret  He  I'ui,  who  was  L(jrn 

.n  Cayuga  county,  X.  Y.,  July  jist,  1S12. 

|olm  Mather  was  horn  in  Middleport,  January  iSth. 
1.S37,  and  was  married  Xovemher  9th,  St  70,  to  Jane  E. 
Itradley,  a native  of  Hartland,  X.  V. 

lames  \V.-Mead  is  a native  of  Somerset,  where  he  was 
horn  September  7th,  1S47,  and  settled  in  Hartland  in 
i,s5i.  In  1876  he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Cook. 

William  H.  Mead  was  horn  in  Somerset,  X.  Y..  in  1S40, 
ami  was  married  to  Martha  ^\’icks  in  1S64.  Mr.  Mead 
loc.tted  in  the  tow  n in  1849.  They  have  four  children, 
two  son^  and  two  daughters. 

William  Morgan  was  born  June  i8th,  1S14,  at  St. 
Hraivals,  Gloucestershire,  England.  He  came  to  X^ew 
York  in  1830,  and  to  Hartland  in  1S4S  from  Rochester, 
where  he.  had  been  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Parks,  May  | 
ist,  1838  He  is  an  architect  and  builder,  and  has  built 
over  thirty  church  edifices  in  Xiagaraand  the  three  neigh- 
boring counties;  and  more  of  them  and  school-houses 
than  all  other  builders  now  living  in  Xiagara  county.  He 
has  served  the  town  ten  years  as  supervisor  first  in  1S57 
and  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  in  1862  and  re-elected 
in  1863  from  the  first  district.  He  has  sened  eight 
months  as  revenue  assessor,  and  is  now  ser\ing  his  sixth 
year  as  one  of  the  loan  commissioners  of  the  county.  He 
has  been  -more  than  any  other  man  identified  with  re- 
claiming the  swam.})  lands  of  Hartland,  with  the  possible  ' 

e\ce})tion  of  Elijah  Mather.  He  has  four  children  : boys,  j 

Charles  and  William,  and  girls,  Elora  Isabella  and  Emma 
lone.  Post-office,  .Soiner.-^et.  | 

Ephraim  Randol})h  was  born  in  Hartland.  X’.  Y..  July  j 

29th,  1826,  and  married  Xovember  ptli,  1853,  to  .\ltheda  i 

•Southworth,  who  was  born  Eebruary  6th,  1S3  ;.  Mrs. 
Randolph  died  September  12th,  1859.  and  Mr.  Randol})h  | 
was  married  June  loth,  1862,  to  Martha  E.  RandaH..  : 

Mrs.  S.  A.  R.in^om  was  born  January  6th,  1817.  Far-  ' 

mer,  district  Xo.  9.  Post-office,  North  Ridgeway,  X.  Y.  I 

James  Robinson  was  born  in  Columbia  county,  X.  Y..  ’ 

■\pril  1st,  1S09,  He  was  married  in  Hartland  January  ! 

i>t,  1835,  to  Elsie  \\'.  Seaman,  who  was  born  A’pril  25tli, 
1818.  I 

James  K.  Robson,  Jolinson's  Creek,  was  born  M,iy  rgth,  ' 
183a,  in  Hartland.  .Mr.  Rol>s(.)n  is  a farmer.  He  ser\ed 
three  years  during  the  rebellion  in  the  8th  X.  Y.  cav- 
alry. 

.\l\:ra  L.  Root,  fonuerb’  .\I\  :r,i  I,.  Kittredge.  was  born 
Ncjveml.ier  3d,  1831.  She  was  married  to  Joel  E.  Root 
February  loth,  1852,  .Mr.  Rout  w.is  bc'rn  .\ugust  7th. 

I and  died  Xo\embcr  ipli.  rsyo.  aued  t!iirt\'  years, 
two  months  ami  six  d,i\  s. 

Gordon  Rowe  w. is  l orn  in  ( h r.d.:. ’.  .\.  \ Sei'O.a;!- 
ber  2olh,  1822,  ami  w.ts  inarne(.l  .\pril  15th..  1846,  to 
Maria  Sp.ddina.  Mr.  Rowe  i>  a well  known  fanner,  and 

holds  dll-  oih(  o!  ii;.-',ii  <■  ol  die  j"  'i  e 
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■Mrs.  .MaiiMjn  .S.ixon  was  born  in  1S26.  Mr,  Saxon  wa> 
born  in  Monroe  countv,  X.  Y.,  in  1825. 

H.ivid  P.  Seaman  was  born  in  Hartland  July  15th. 
I.S22.  lb-  was  married  Eebruary  i8th,  1846,  to  llet-ev 
.\nn  Hrum.  .Mr-,  Seaman  died  May  12th.  1S51 

I'eiuuKiry  2Sdi,  i86i,  he  was  married  to  Miss  .\nn 
Reneghan. 

William  Seward  came  to  Hartland  in  1854  from  Yates. 
Orleans  county.  He  was  born  June  3d,  1849,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  and  married  July  2nd,  1873,  to  .Alice  E. 

I Shar])stein,  of  Hartland.  He  is  a farmer  and  fruit- 

grower; })Ost-office,  Hartland  Corners. 

G.  V.  Shaw,  a well-known  farmer  of  the  town  of  Hart- 
, land,  was  born  in  a log  house  near  the  site  of  his  jiresent 
I residence,  Xovember  29th,  1812,  and  is  the  oldest  native 

’ resident  of  the  town.  He  was  married  January  19th,  1837, 

to  Betsy  Edmunds,  who  was  born  May  ist,  1813,  in  Clar- 
endon, \'t.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  have  had  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  dead.  Two  of  their  sons,  Philander 
E.  and  AVilliam  O.,  are  married. 

O.  M'.  Sherman,  a native  of  the  town  of  Flartland,  was 
born  Eebruary  25th,  1822.  June  i6th,  J856,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Michigan  to  Margaret  Gilsen,  of  Shelby,  X.  Y. 
Mr.  Sherman  is  a farmer  and  carpenter. 

Abel  S.  Sherwood  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Xew  Year's 
day,  1823.  Xovember  icth,  1847,  he  was  married  to  .Marv 
Ann  Dewhurst,  a native  of  England. 

Elon  Sherwood,  farmer,  was  born  in  Clarkson,  Monroe 
county,  N.  Y.,  .May  loth,  1827.  March  9th,  1852.  he  was 
married  to  Susana  Dewhurst,  a native  of  Somerset, 
Xiagara  county,  who  was  born  September  nth,  1832. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  have  four  sons.  Mr.  Sherwood 
has  lived  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  twentv-seven 
years.  Fie  has  greatly  improved  it,  adding  manv  modern 
conveniences,  including  a wind-mill  for  grinding  feed. 
]Himping  water,  and  similar  services. 

Austin  J.  Spalding  was  born  June  25th,  1853.  in  Hart- 
land, X.  Ah,  and  was  married  Xovember  29th,  1876.  to 
Sarah  McDonald,  of  Middleport,  Xiagara  countv,  X.  A'. 
Mr.  Spalding  is  a farmer,  carpenter  and  builder.  Post- 
office  address  .Middleport,  X.  A'. 

Z.  H.  Stewart  was  born  at  ATnice,  Cayuga  countv,  .X.A’., 
February  2nd,  1805.  In  iSoS  his  father.  Benjamin  >rewart, 
came  to  Johnson's  Creek  and  cleared  the  fir:^t  land  ai  ;nat 
[ilace,  and  spent  the  winter  with  his  family  at  H.mlam.l 
Corners.  There  were  but  three  or  four  familie>  lisin_ 
there  at  that  time.  In  the  s}iringof  1809  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  his  own  house  at  Johnson's  Creek.  The 
Ridge  roarl  was  not  then  open.  The  ne.irot  neigh'oor 
ea^t  was  at  Gaines,  about  ten  miles  distant.  In  1S12  M: . 
Stewart  sohl  his  place  at  the  creek  to  a Mr.  Se>  '.'r.  ..'u: 
again  reinowd  to  Hartland  Corners,  where  the  i.i:u:l\ 
li\'cd  until  1S14.  When  I.ewision  w.is  burned  be  the  C.  - ■ 
adians  ami  Indians,  the  f.unily  remo\'ed  to  .Monroe,  th.  'i 
t lu'.ir.o  Co  au’.'.  /..  B.  Ste”.  .o't  returne<l  to  lla'"''.'.8 

t.iuel't  -le-uii  f,  r a nine,  and  in  ih.e  t.tll  oi  i'-;;  i 
the  lann  now  owned  and  oi cupied  b\'  li  11  I'.akt-ui' 
He  re-lded  here  with  his  faiiiily  for  fortv  w.'.i-.  a tu  ;■  •' 
re-|iei  led  inemi'er  of  -01  iet) . He  died  .M.irc'n  (.'tin  1 ' 7 t. 
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and  was  buried  in  tlic  grounds  near  his  home.  V [lortrail 
of  Mr.  Stewart  aiii)ears  on  another  [age. 

AIjraliam  Taj’lor  was  born  in  flarll.iiul,  N.  Y.,  January 
iSth,  183^.  He  is  a son  of  Christopher  L.  'Taylor,  who 
wa.s  born  in  Susse.x  countv,  N.  J.,  (letober  iitli,  1791. 
Abraham  'Taylor  was  married  to  Enmia  Joicc  January  lOth, 
1866. 

George  15. 'Ta\  lor  was  liorn  August  f g’h.  1826,  in  Hart- 
land.  N.  Y.  He  was  married  Febniar\'  15th,  1854,  to  ' 
Amelia  Crocker,  of  I.e  Roy,  (Tenesee  county,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
'Taylor  is  a farmer  and  dealer  in  fruit  evaporators.  He 
has  serv  ed  as  superv  isor  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  his  | 
town  and  justice  of  sessions  for  the  county.  ' 

George  T.  Taylor  was  born  in  Hartlnnd,  N.  Y.,  April 
29th,  1833,  and  married  Helen  J.  Congdon  November 
29th,  1866,  at  l.ocki>oit,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  'Taylor  was  a native 
of  the  town  of  Hartland. 

Jasper  J.  'T.aylor  was  born  at  Johnson’s  Creek,  Hartland, 

N.  Y.  He  was  married  to  Ida  L.  Strimbeck  April  2d> 
iS6i,  at  Albion,  Orleans  county.  N.  Y. 

L.  R.  Vanderwarker  was  born  November  23rd,  1849. 

He  was  married  October  14th,  1869  to,  Fayetta  Shippen, 
who  was  born  August  23d,  1850.  Post-office,  Johnson’s 
Creek. 

William  Van  Horn  was  born  in  Hartland,  N.  Y.,  May 
31st,  1820,  and  was  married  September  loth,  1S45,  to 
Debby  eVnn  Maker,  of  Benton  Center,  Yates  county,  N. 

Y.  Mr.  Yan  Horn  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  this  town,  owning  and  managing  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  town,  south  of  the  Ridge  road.  His  father, 
Hon.  Daniel  Van  Horn,  who  is  still  li\  ing,  was  born  May 
6th,  1794.  He  located  at  Johnson’s  Creek  in  May,  1815, 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  summer  of  1816,  to  Sarah  'Taylor,  of  Hartland, 
who  was  born  September  6th,  1798. 

Clara  \'edder,  wife  of  James  S.  A'edder,  formerly  Clara 
Goodman,  was  born  in  Niagara  county,  June  2nd,  1837, 
and  married  to  Mr.  Vedder  March  29th,  1854.  He  is  a 
farmer  and  fruit-grower. 

James  G.  Watson,  farmer,  a native  of  Hartland,  N.  Y., 
was  born  June  i6th,  1S44.  In  the  year  1865  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Emily  A.  Compton,  of  Middleport.  N.  Y.  His  | 
father,  Robert,  se'ttlcd  in  the  town  in  the  year  1843.  i 

Richard  Reynalc  Weaver,  of  Hartland,  resides  on  I 

and  works  the  farm  on  which  his  parents  settled  in  1806,  ! 

when  the  nearest  mill  was  at  Chippewa,  Canada.  Pie 
was  born  A]>ril  251!!.  1822.  On  the  14th  of  November, 
1844,  lie  marrieil  Mary  A.  Mackev,  of  Rovalton. 

Albert  S.  Welib  was  born  in  Berkshire,  England,  Feb- 
ruary 17th,  1833.  ait'l  was  married  to  Eli/.abeth  Fisher,  of 
(,.)rleans  count V,  N.  Y.,  April  ist,  1S60. 

Loren/o  Webster,  son  of  ^\’illialn  Webster,  was  born 


August  27th.  1S20,  in  Ogden,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
married  NiO.  ember  30th,  1842,  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  ot 
Amos  Webster,  of  Parma,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  in  1824. 
He  is  now  a retired  farmer,  and  resides  on  the  Rivlge 
road,  one  mile  west  of  the  Corners.  Mr.  Webster  h.is 
served  his  town  twelv  e years  as  justice  of  the  peat  e.  .am,! 
the  county  one  term  as  justice  of  sessions. 

W'illiam  Wheeh.-r,  jr.,  was  l.iorn  May  2nd,  i.sii,  in  th.e 
town  of  Str.altun,  Bennington  county.  \'t..  . r.d  .'.'me  to 
Hartland  nml  seillevl  on  the  farm  wiierc  n<*'v  lives. 
He  was  married  .March  6th,  1834,  to  Louisa,  daugliter  "f 
Dexter  P.  Sprague.  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  Ijorn  January  9th., 
1811,  in  Hartland,  N.  Y.,  and  died  September  i6th,  1S77, 
Mr.  Wheeler  served  one  term  as  sujiervisor. 

Charles  W’hite  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  February 
iith,  1837,  and  was  married  March  29th,  1S75,  to  Mary 
Smith,  who  was  born  June  5th,  1847. 

Edwin  Whitcomb  was  born  in  Henrietta,  Monroe 
county,  N.  Y.,  September  27th,  1830.  He  was  married 
to  Mary  Goodman,  who  was  born  in  Rovalton,  Octo- 
ber 28th,  1S29.  Mr.  A\'hitcomb  has  resided  on  his 
present  farm  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whitcomb  have  had  five  children,  one  of  whom  is 
dead. 

M.  D.  W'illiams  was  born  January  17th,  1843,111  Plart- 
land,  N Y.,  and  was  married  August  20th,  1867,  to  Marv 
V.  Starks,  of  Burlington.  Mich,  f'armer;  post-office, 
Johnson’s  Creek.  Charles  ^Villiams,  father  of  M.  I>.  M il- 
Hams,  was  born  March  12th,  1809,  at  Taghanic,  Columbi.i 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Plartland  in  1831.  Pie 
was  married  April  19th,  1S37,  to  Rachel  Robinson. 

Luke  W'oodworth,  M.D.,  a native  of  Watertown,  Jeffer- 
son county,  N.  Y.,  was  born  September  and,  1807.  .\t  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  attended  the  academy  at  Lowvillc,  N.Y., 
and  then  was  a student  at  Bellville  academy  two  years. 
He  attended  medical  lectures  at  Fairfield  medical  college 
in  1832-34,  and  in  the  latter  year  located  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Johnson’s  Creek,  N.  Y..  where 
he  has  practiced  nearly  forty-four  years. 

The  following  list  gives  the  names,  occupation  and  post- 
offices  of  some  of  the  other  prominent  and  more  enter- 
prising citizens  of  this  town: 

James  C.  Gray,  farmer,  Hartland:  -V.  J.  Spalding,  far- 
mer and  carpenter,  .Middlej'ort;  C.  B.  Jennings,  f.irnicr. 
fruit-grower  and  real  estate  agent,  Jeddo,  Orleans  county ; 
Esek  .Aldrich,  firmer,  Johnson’s  Creek;  B.  P'.  Huffman, 
farmer,  Johnson’s  Creek;  S.  B.  P.ennett.  farmer  and  fruit 
grower,  Johnson's  Creek;  Charles  PL  Turner,  physician 
and  surgeon,  Johnson’s  Creek;  Seth  Warren,  farmer,  John- 
son’s Creek;  George  .Martin,  farmer.  .Midvlleport;  \\'i!ham 
Seaman,  Johnson’s  Creek;  Rev.  B.  L.  \'an  Buren^ 
Bajitisl  minister,  Johnson’s  Creek;  Jacob  Rafter,  John- 
son’s Creek. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  LEWISTON. 


... 

HERE  is  no  town  in  the  county  richer  in  i>ic- 
• V.  |T'>  turesmie  scenery  and  historical  interest  than 
\l  \ I.ewiston.  The  site  of  the  village  of  Lewis- 
ton  has  been  an  imjiortant  point  since  men 
below  the  falls  of  Niagara  began  to  e.xchange 
merchandise  with  men  above.  During  the  French 
occupation  of  the  New  York  frontier,  during  the 
Fnglish  occupation,  and  during  all  the  years  since  the 
triumiih  of  the  arms  of  our  patriot  forefathers  down  to 
the  present  time,  this  spot  has  been  regarded  as  one  des- 
tined to  have  no  small  part  in  carrying  on  the  commerce 
between  the  East  and  the  West.  Situated  at  the  head  of 
the  navigable  portion  of  the  Niagara  river  below  the 
falls,  on  the  direct  line  of  water  communication  z’ui  the 
great  chain  of  lakes  and  their  connecting  rivers  from  the 
.\llantic  ocean  nearly  half  way  across  the  western  con- 
tinent, it  was  designed  by  Nature  as  an  important  com- 
mercial point.  Just  when  this  place  was  first  used  as  a 
point  of  transfer  in  transporting  property  between  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  river  above  and  below  the  falls 
cannot  be  certainly  known,  but  that  it  was  the  terminus 
of  a rude  portage  around  the  falls  previous  to  the  e.\- 
ploration  of  this  region  by  white  men  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  This  portage  was  in  use  by  the  Indians  at  a very 
early  day,  i)ut  it  was  not  until  after  the  occupation  of  the 
country  by  the  French  that  it  was  used  regularly  as  an 
established  means  of  transportation.  'Fhe  facilities  em- 
ployed were  of  the  most  primitive  kind,  such  of  the  sup- 
plies for  the  military  posts  and  trading  stations  as  were 
not  too  bulky,  and  the  peltries  ])urchased  of  the  western 
Indians,  being  transported  over  the  portage  on  the  backs 
of  Indians,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  French  occu- 
pation, while  heavy  articles  were  moved  u[>and  down  the 
mountain  by  means  of  a tramway,  or  rude  railway,  which 
was  without  doubt  the  first  railway  constructed  in  the 
k'nited  States.  Starting  at  the  ferry  landing,  it  traversed 
the  side  of  the  steep  mountain  diagonail),  reaching  the 
summit  near  the  site  of  Fort  Gray,  on  the  brow  of  the 
mountain  overlooking  the  village. 

In  buikling  thi--  tramway,  said  .Mr.  |ame^^  L.  barton  in 
an  .address  delivered  before  the  \'oung  Men's  .Vs.sociation 
<’!  bulfalo,  in  tl-igS,  the  Freiicli  “did  not  level  the  ground 
"here  it  was  loo  high  or  fill  up  the  liollows.  Where  the 
greiuiul  wa.i  lev  el,  Iv.  u u liu'la.r',  V.  il  l:  r.vl  d'cl  ■ ' r 

i't ojeciing  up'.vaoG  1 rum  th.e  oiuei  edges,  --imil.ir  to  !o,: 
r iilu  ays  in  saw-nulls,  conneclevi  vviih  cross  pieties,  were 
bud  upon  aiul  rested  firmly  on  atones  laid  under  th.em; 
m p. losing  over  hollow iiiUeatl  of  filling  ibiem  up,  .•.lone 


pediments  were  built  up  to  the  proper  level  and  the  tim- 
ber ways  laid  on  them,  and  in  ihi>  manner  it  was  carried  to 
us  com[)letion.  The  power  made  use  of  in  raising  the 
cars  was  capstans  or  windla>ses.“  Mr.  IJarton  added  that 
when  a boy  he  had  often  traced  the  line  of  the  old  tram- 
way, where  could  be  seen  the  decayed  timbers  lying  for 
many  rods  in  continuation,  and  in  many  places  the  stone 
pediments  were  perfect.  At  the  present  time  no  traces  of 
this  structure  are  to  be  seen,  the  changes  wrought  by  time 
and  advancing  civilization  having  swept  them  all  away. 

THE  FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH  OCCUP.ATIONS. 

This  initial  enterprise  was  instituted  during  the  period 
of  Joncaire’s  stay  at  the  lower  landing,  which  begun  as 
early  as  1719.  Fie  built  a substantial  log  house,  thirty  by 
forty  feet  in  size,  encompassing  it  with  a strong  palisade, 
on  the  lower  river  bank  at  Lewiston,  which  served  the 
double  purpose  of  a jirotection  to  the  landing  and  a place 
for  carrying  on  traffic  with  the  Indians.  Professor  Kahn, 
a Swedish  naturalist  who  visited  this  region  in  1750,  men- 
tions “ seeing  Joncaire  at  the  carrying  jilace,  and  a settle- 
ment there  of  about  two  hundred  Senecas,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  carrying  on  their  backs  over  the  portage  packs 
of  bear  and  deer  skins,  at  twenty  cents  a pack.”  So  suc- 
cessful were  Joncaire’s  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  employers 
that  it  was  not  long  before  Lewiston  became  the  center 
of  French  influence.  There  was  no  regular  fort  erected 
there,  but  a detachment  of  French  soldiers  was  stationed 
at  the  landing,  at  least  a portion  of  the  time.  The  loca- 
tion of  the  stockade  was  near  the  ferry  landing,  up  the 
river  bank  from  the  .American  Hotel  and  some  distance 
below  the  suspension  bridge. 

After  the  events  of  1759,  which  transferred  the  control 
of  the  Indian  trade  and  the  responsibility  of  pushing  for- 
ward the  work  of  civilization  on  the  Niagara  frontier 
from  the  hands  of  the  French  to  those  of  the  English,  the 
latter  improved  the  facilities  for  transportation  over  the 
[lortage,  introducing  the  general  use  of  teams  and  vv.;gons. 
which  measure  was  provided  for  by  tlie  construction  ot  a 
more  available  road  between  Lew  ;>ton  and  .''i  hlosser. 
though  carls  and  teams  had  been  used  by  the  I reneh  to 
sotne  extent  during  their  possession,  to  the  dlsplea^•:re  ot 
tlie  Indians,  who  complained  to  the  Frencii  governor  i;i 
1757  that  their  lotig  enjoyed  rights  and  privilege--  were 
. thi;-:  ' ii  lated.  The  Frgli-h,  on  t.tking  p- -"e- '•■'■n 
,h'  the  !'i'e:--,h  vvorks  on  the  frontier,  -t. a, once  - • : .:. 

the  tort  at  the  mouth  of  the  rivxr,  at  tiie  iiptwr  ■ 

landings  of  the  portage,  and  in  the  several  stock. ul.  > ; : > 
had  built  .'lot..:  the  t-aad  to  protect  thetr  ir.iins  ir.  tii. 


17 


•V\ 


iii/j'^>  >1  ■ ;•»  ^-»'i^:ji5t'«^  ^tfj 


W f.-ry'.ii  i'rr/ 


r 


j 

7 


** 


i 


HI 


.-,  if 


I - 


’(if 


( 


■i  •''.i.‘jp, 

K(»’  .1-, 

> "1 


I'' 


r 


W 


1 


i 


« 


J I ' 'I'.^r  .' 


••^'■r-;  ■,•;  ■!■•■-  .1  ' T 


•■  • . '.  'V^  - A *••  ’ Tw-:  .•  ( 


ri'  -•■  , J'  ■ 

- , V I ► t r?  . . . . ■ i I . ' ■ , , < 

-'ll*  )!  •(?',  ?{'  ■■  •r  .(  , / 


[■■■ 

( 


"‘’  ■■>  r-A  ■■  h . ■. 

•!< 

' • ■'  • ',  >■  -1  >n  'i 

*■!>/'  j 1 ‘ 'J<  ■ r i 

_ I.-  rti  T/j.wJ-rf,!  ‘r 

"-i  r !if,f 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NKW  YORK. 


transportation  of  goods.  They  were  fully  aware  of  the 
extent  of  the  hatred  with  which  the  Indians  regard- 
ed them,  and  while  they  d</ul)'de.i'>  strove  to  eon- 
cdiate  tliem  and  win  their  « (mrideiu  e,  they  took  every 
available  precaution  to  guard  agaiirst  any  injury  that 
might  result  from  their  bad  feeling  and  their  treachery. 

In  trans[)orting  their  supplies  from  Lake  Ontario  to  their 
possessions  m the  “ upjter  country,”  tlie  English  emi>loy- 
ed  teams  of  horses  or  cattle,  attached  to  heavy,  old- 
fashioned  wagons,  and  the  vehicles  went  in  caravans  over  . 
the  i>ortage,  under  convoy  of  guards  of  soldiers  of  suffi-  j 
cient  numeri(  al  strength,  as  was  su[>])osed,  to  insure  the  j 

safety  of  the  train  and  their  attendant  teamsters.  Their  ! 

precautions,  however,  as  we  have  seen,  did  not  save  them 
from  the  bloody  massacre  of  the  Devil’s  Hole.  j 

Old  residents  of  the  vicinity  state  that  the  apjiearance  j 
of  the  Devil's  Hole  has  changed  consideralily  within  the 
last  half  century.  In  former  days  a clear,  cold  spring 
Tv'as  to  be  seen  at  the  bottom.  A saw -mill,  which  has 
since  gone  out  of  oiieration  and  been  removed,  was  erect- 
ed on  Bloody  Run,  near  where  it  plunges  off  into  the  hole. 

In  quarrying  stone,  on  the  highest  part  of  the  bank  above 
the  pit,  to  construct  the  wall  around  Fort  Niagara,  since 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  large  quantities  of  rocks, 
loosened  earth  and  other  rubbish  have  been  thrown  down, 
covering  the  spring  and  materially  reducing  the  depth  of 
the  hole.  Not  many  years  ago  pieces  of  bent  and  rusted 
iron,  portions  of  wagon  hubs  and  other  reminders  of  the 
massacre  were  often  found  near  the  bottom  of  the  abyss. 

Mr.  Hctzel  Colt,  a well-known  resident  of  the  town  of 
Lewiston,  has  one  of  these  relics — an  old  chain  of  pecul- 
iar construction  and  appearance,  which  was  undoubtedlv 
in  use  on  that  memorable  day  of  1763.  It  is  said  that 
rattlesnakes  abounded  there  in  large  numbers  many  years 
ago. 

BRANT  AND  THE  MOHAWKS. 

Just  where  the  Mohawks  stopped,  after  leaving  their 
country  on  the  river  which  bears  their  tribal  name,  with 
Guy  Johnson  and  Brant,  or  if  they  found  any  temporary  j 
abiding  place  before  reaching  Lewiston,  is  not  known.  In  ' 

liis  History  of  the  Holland  Purchase,  Turner  says  ; “In  j 
an  early  period  ot  the  border  wars,  Brant’s  residence  was  ' 
at  Lewiston — his  dwelling,  a block-house,  standing  near  j 
what  is  called  Brant’s  S[)ring.  on  the  farm  of  Isaac  Cooke.  ; 
His  followers,  forming  a considerable  Indi.m  village,  were  i 
locatevl  along  the  road  between  the  Academy  and  the 
road  that  leads  iqi  to  the  Tuscarora  village.  There  were 
remains  ot  the  huts  standing  when  white  settlement  com-  j 
menced.  It  would  seem  by  reference  to- the  books,  that 
tor  several  farms  there  the  [uirchasers  were  ch.irged  an  ' 
extra  price  in  consequence  of  the  mqirov  emeiits  the  Mo- 
hawks liad  made  during  their  residence  tliere.  There  j 
was  a log  church  in  which  the  Episcopal  servii  e was 
Usually  reail  on  Sund.iys  by  some  one  attached  to  the 
British  garrison  at  Niagara,  and  occasionally  a British 
army  chaplain  or  a missionary  would  be  iiresent.  Th,u 
( I'lUiah,  in  any  history  of  us  origin  and  progress  in  West- 
ern New\oik,  m.iy  well  assume  that  bevoiul  the  g.irri'on 


at  Niagara,  Lewiston — Brant’s  rude  church — was  the  spot 
v\  here  its  services  were  first  had.  Upon  an  humble  church 
there  could,  of  course,  then  be  no  belfry  or  steeple.  'I’he 
bell  that  was  brought  from  the  Mohaw’rt  was  hung  ,ipon 
a cross-bar  resting  in  the  crotch  of  a tree,  and  rung  by  a 
rope  attached.  The  crotch  was  taken  down  by  the  Cooke 
family  alter  they  had  purchased  the  laird.  In  177S.  John 
Mountpleasant  then  but  eight  years  old  says,  his  Tusca- 
rora mother  used  to  take  hint  down  to  the  church,  where 
he  remembers  seeing  his  father.  Captain  Mountpleasant, 
then  in  comnrand  of  the  garrison  at  Niagara.  He  speaks 
of  the  crotch  and  the  bell  as  objects  that  attracted  his 
especial  attention.” 

Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  the 
Indians  under  Brant  captured  a man  named  James  Pem- 
berton, and  conducted  him  to  the  site  of  I.ewiston  village. 
-Vfter  a brief  council  it  was  decided  to  burn  him  at  the 
stake,  and  the  place  selected  for  the  deed  was  the  strip 
of  level  land  on  the  bank  of  the  Niagara,  near  the  ferry 
and  a little  north  of  the  remains  of  the  Lewiston  and 
Queenston  suspension  bridge.  He  was  compelled  to 
gather  the  wood  for  the  fire,  after  which  he  was  bound  to 
the  stake;  and  the  torch  was  about  to  be  apiplied  when 
Brant,  evidently  interested  in  his  behalf,  turned  to  some 
squaws  standing  by,  with  the  remark  that  the  intended 
victim  was  a good  looking  man  and  would  make  one  of 
them  a good  husband  if  she  would  avail  herself  of  the 
privilege  of  claiming  him  as  such.  It  is  related  that  one 
of  the  vvomen  acted  upon  this  suggestion,  choosing  Pem- 
berton to  be  her  husband  and  saving  his  life.  There  are 
several  versions  of  this  story,  but  it  seems  that  such  evi- 
dence as  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  subject  is  in  favor 
of  the  one  here  recorded,  which  is  verified  by  a woman 
named  Cusick,  a daughter  of  Pemberton  by  his  Indian 
wife,  who  lives  on  the  Tuscarora  reservation. 

TUSCARORA  RESERVATION— INDIAN  MOUND. 

Driven  from  their  original  seats  in  North  Carolina,  tlie 
Tuscaroras  came  to  New  York  in  171a,  and  joined  tlie 
confederacy  of  the  Five  Nations,  after  which  the  Iroquois 
were  called  the  Six  Nations.  During  the  struggle  for 
-\merican  independence,  a part  of  the  tribe  joiiievl  the 
forces  of  the  British  and  a part  maintained  a strict  neu- 
trality. Such  of  the  Tuscaroras  and  Oneidas  as  had  al- 
lied themselves  with  the  English,  and  lied  before  tlie  aj*- 
jiroach  of  Sullivan’s  army,  sought  refuge  with  the  British 
garrison  at  Fort  .Niagara,  reaching  that  point  via  the 
Oneida  lake,  Oswego  river  and  Lake  Ontario.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  following  year,  part  of  them  returned 
to  their  hunting-grounds  in  Central  New  York,  and  [uri 
of  them  look  po>ses'ion  of  a mile  square  on  the  moun- 
tain ridge,  which  was  given  them  by  the  Senecas,  w lu> 
owned  the  territory  there.  .\t  a l.iter  period  tlie  Hollami 
Land  Com])any  granted  them  tvvo  square  miles  adioiiv.ng 
their  po-sess;or.-.  .mdi  m i-  ;S  tiiev  pu:ch.'-''.L a the  v '‘a- 
pany  an  adfliiional  tr.ut,  amounting  to  Ivtweeii  t o.r 
thousand  ami  five  ihousaml  ticres;  and  the  aggregate  ot 
these  tracts  constitutes  their  present  reservation. 

riie  v ill.ige,  v%liiel;  has  been  so  often  describeil  m his- 
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r.-rv,  ha.s  not  been  inexistence  during  several  generations. 

J«  «.is  located  near  the  nuorthern  bondary  of  the  reser- 
..I'.ion,  which  now  has  the  a|)[)earance  of  a ([uite  thrifty  , 

'n  ultural  neighborhood,  a good  share  of  the  land  being 

,;..  r iini'ro\  ement.  The  present  population  of  the  reser- 
, i>  a little  ov  er  four  hundred. 

Pile  chief  is  John  .Moiint[)leasant,  third  son  of  Captain 
Mduntplea.sant.  The  latter  was  born  on  the  island  of 
M.ukinaw  in  1779,  and  came  to  the  reservation  two  years 
tnrvvard.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  British  army  during  | 

[he  war  of  1812,  and  took  i>art  in  the  battle  of  Queen. ston 
Heights.  He  acted  also  as  interpreter,  being  the  only 
, ne  who  could  s[)eak  the  language  of  the  different  tribes. 
Alter  the  war  he  returned  to  th.e  reservation,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death,  October  9th,  1854.  John  | 
Muiintpleasant,  jr.,  was  born  January  i8th,  1810,  and  was 
elected  chief  in  1827,  when  he  was  only  17  years  old. 

Me  was  married  in  1S31,  to  Jane  Green,  a daughter  of  the 
iribe,  who  subseouently  died,  and  he  married  Caroline  G. 
I’.irker,  a Seneca  woman,  and  a sister  to  General  Eli 
I’arker,  who  was  appointed  Indian  commissioner  during 
Grant’s  administration. 

On  the  i8th  of  June,  1S78,  William  and  Philip  John-  | 
son  were  installed  as  Tuscarora  chiefs,  with  elaborate  I 
Indian  ceremonies.  Representatives  were  present  from  ! 
all  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  a concourse  of  several  thousand  i 
interested  spectators. 

Two  churches — Baptist  and  Presbyterian — the  latter  of 
which  was  organized  in  1805  ; two  schools,  one  of  which 
was  formerly  a boarding  school,  and  the  council  house 
are  the  only  public  buildings.  Some  of  the  most  well-to- 
do  of  the  Tuscaroras  are  educating  their  children  at 
Lockport. 

About  thirty  rods  northeast  from  the  old  ferry  house, 
at  the  ferry  ravine,  Lewiston,  is  a mound  where  the  boys, 
in  1824,  dug  out  human  bones.  Captain  James  Van 
Clove,  who  was  one  of  the  number,  states  that,  judging 
from  the  size  of  the  oak  trees  growing  upon  it,  the  mound 
must  have  been  at  that  time  two  hundred  years  old.  It 
probably  contained  the  slain  of  some  Indian  battle  in  that 
locality  long  I'efore  the  beginning  of  the  French  occupa- 
tion, or  those  who  have  written  of  th.it  period  would  have 
gleaned  from  the  French  some  Indian  tradition  of  it.  | 

The  mound  is  cpiite- perfect  at  the  jiresent  time,  with  j 

'•mall  oak  trees  upon  it,  and  the  little  excavation  made  ! 

lyv  the  boys  in  1824  is  still  plainly  to  be  seen. 

EARLY  WHi  ri':  SETTLEMENT. 

The  first  perm.inent  settlement  in  the  town  was  made  : 

"u  the  site  of  the  village  of  Lewiston,  about  the  | 

beginning  of  the  present  century.  .Among  those  who  j 

"ere  there  in  1800  were  Frederick  Woodman.  William  | 

G.imhol, — .McBrid.e,  Thom.is  Hmtler,  Henrv  Hough,  | 

Henry  Mills,  — M iddaugdi,  ami  Jose[)h  .md  John  Howell.  | 

1 1 ’.i>tler  w as  a t.iv  ern  ke..-]  or,  lu^  t.iverr  st.mdii'L  op.  the 
U(•rtl'l  side  ot  what  i.s  no\v  Center  street,  oppo.s'.le  it-  juPv  - I 
lion  w ith  Portage  street,  l ew  were  better  known  than 
Mr.  ,md  .Mrs.  Hustler  m ti  e jiioneer  davs,  and  their  j 

uieuiorv’  has  been  pcri'et'citeil  bv  J.  Fenimoie  C.'ooper  } 


in  his  “ Spy,”  he  hav  ing  been  the  model  of  Sergeant  Hol- 
lister and  she  of  Betty  I'hmagan.  ?vliddaugh  kept  .1 
tavern  as  early  as  1788,  and  .McBride  built  a tannery 
about  1799.  In  some  reminiscences  of  John  .Mount- 
pleasant,  which  have  been  jniblished,  he  says:  “ The  Mid- 
daughs  came  from  North  river.  When  they  came  they 
occupied  one  of  the  old  houses  left  by  the  Mohawks. 
Hough  had  a Mohawk  wife,  and  used  to  live  in  the  house 
that  Brant  left.”  “ I spent  most  of  the  summer  of  1788 
at  Lewiston,  purchasing  furs,”  said  Silas  Flopkins  in 
some  recollections  of  the  pioneer  days  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  History  of  the  Holland  Purchase.  ” The 
only  white  inhabitant  then  in  Lewiston  was  Middaugh. 
He  kej)t  a tavern — his  customers  the  Indians,  and  trav- 
elers on  the  way  to  Canada.”  Of  an  event  which  took 
place  in  Lewiston  the  following  year,  he  wrote  ; “In  17S9. 
on  one  of  our  droving  excursions,  there  was  an  unusual 
number  of  drovers  collected  at  Lewiston.  We  clubbed 
together  and  paid  the  expenses  of  a treat  to  the  Indians — 
gave  them  a benefit.  They  were  collected  there  from 
Tonawanda,  Buffalo,  Tuscarora,  and  some  from  Canada; 
there  were  two  or  three  hundred  of  them.  'I'hey  g.n  e a 
war  dance  for  our  amusement.  We  had  as  guests,  officers 
from  Fort  Niagara.  The  Indians  were  very  civil,  .\fter 
the  dance,  rum  was  served  out  to  them,  upon  which  they 
become  very  merry,  but  committed  no  outrage.  We  h.ad 
a jolly  time  of  it;  and  I remember  that  among  our  num- 
ber was  a minister,  who  enjoyed  the  thing  as  much  as  any 
of  us.” 

In  1802  Ca])tain  Lemuel  Cook  came.  He  was  one  of 
the  best  known  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lewiston.  Previ- 
ously he  had  been  a surgeon  in  the  army.  His  sons  after- 
ward became  prominent  men.  Bates,  who  was  an  attor- 
ney, becoming  comptroller  of  the  State  of  New  A’ork.  He 
died  at  Lewiston  May  31st,  1S41.  Judge  Lathrop  Cook 
was  long  a resident,  dving  in  July,  1855.  Isaac  Cook, 
another  son  of  the  captain's,  died  in  iSio. 

.Another  prominent  early  settler  of  Lewiston,  and  one 
who  had  much  to  do  with  the  leading  interests  of  the 
town,  was  Benjamin  Barton.  Al.ijor  Barton  was  born  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  in  1771.  His  first  visit  to  the 
Niagara  frontier  was  in  1787,  when  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  assist  in  driving  a drove  of  cattle  and  sheep,  j ur- 
cluised  for  the  use  of  the  English  commissariat  at  Fort 
Niagara.  Subseipientlv  he  became  a])roper:_v  owner  neiir 
Geneva,  and  was  married  at  Canandaigua,  in  1792.  In 
1807  he  removed  to  Lewiston,  having  become  one  of  the 
partners  in  a company  under  the  title  of  Porter,  barton  >.V 
Co.,  whi(  h was  formed  in  1805,  for  the  purpose  of  < arry- 
ing  on  the  b-.isiness  tif  the  jHirtage,  in  lonnectiim  with  a 
sv-stem  of  tr.in->]'ortalion  b_v  means  of  vessels  on  lakc' 
(.bitario  and  Erie.  I'his  firm  had  intrclumeil  biml-  oi 
the  State  at  Lewiston  and  Schlosser,  and  leased  die  up[  er 
and  lower  landings  of  tin.'  port.ige,  with  the  stijathttion 
ihal  ihev  -houltl  " ere-'t  diock.-  and  '-tcw.  ImuM.--  .'t  ' 

.-er  and  I .v.i'ision.  and  .st.t  rendier  ihei.t  to  the  .''t.it-v  " d e 
termin.uion  of  the  lea>e,  w ithout  comi'eni-ation  ” other 
than  tile  profits  I'f  the  carrving  biisinei'S,  of  whu  It  liiev 
were  g.iven  exc!u.^iv•e  I'ontrol.  1 he  provaMoiis  ot  ll'e  '•  ■ >e 
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V ‘:,n  h art-  ti  iatol  in  the 
t.oricd  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
«M » u'rred. 

The  Hriti.ih  sohiiersof  the  41st  regiment  were  stalinneil 
at  I'ort  (ieorge  in  i?^oS,  ami  some  of  them  deserted  from 
time  to  time,  seeking  safety  on  the  New  York  side.  In 
order  to  tlieck  this,  if  possible,  the  Indians  on  this  sitle 
were  empltrved  l>y  the  Mritisli  officers  to  arrest  them, 
carry  them  b.ick,  and  deliver  them  to  the  English  author- 
ities. “ I have  seen,”  wrote  .an  early  resident  of  the  | 
settlement,  “a  large  number — twenty  or  more — llritish 
soldiers  sent  over  the  river,  tramping  with  impunity  up 
and  ilo'.vn  tiie  main  street  in  Lewiston,  incjuiring  and 
searihing  for  deserters.  The  Indians  caught  two.  ami 
tr>i)k  th.'tn  down  ]iast  Lewiston  in  the  night,  over  the 
river.  'I'hey  were  severely  llogged,  and  it  was  reported 
that  each  received  five  hundred  lashes.  'I'he  feelings  of 
our  people  became  aroused  at  this  insolent  mode  of 
cajituring  deserters,  and  they  determined  to  stop  it.  For 
two  or  three  miles  on  the  road  running  east  of  Lewiston 
the  people  had  ten  hours  to  give  notice  to  each  other  of 
trouble.  I remember  that  one  bright  moonlight  night  we 
were  all  aroused  by  the  blowing  of  the  horns,  and  men 
armed  came  rushing  in  with  the  information  that  the 
Indians  had  got  some  deserters  and  were  coming  in  with 
tiiem.  The  alarm  proved  false.  About  the  same  time 
Sergeant  McDonald,  who  had  charge  of  some  twenty- 
five  men  at  Quecnston,  came  over  with  three  or  four 
^ucn  to  hunt  for  deserters.  This  party  the  citizens  cap- 
tured, and  were  about  starting  them  off  to  jail  at  Batavia, 
when  a committee  of  some  of  the  leading  men  in  Canada 
came  ai  ross  the  liver,  and  an  agreement  was  made  with 
our  people  that  no  more  soldiers  should  be  sent  to  our 
side,  or  Indi.ins  employed  to  catch  deserters.”  And  so 
the  liUtter  rested  for  some  time,  the  Engli-.h  faithfully 
keeping  tlieir  conijiai'l  with  the  [lioneers  of  Lewiston. 

( )n  the  same  authority  we  give  the  following  incident  of 
the  days  of  the  embargo,  in  which  Dorman,  who  has  been 
referred  to  as  an  apothecary  in  the  village  at  an  early 
d.t}',  was  an  interestcil  p>arty.  “lie  had  good‘s  and  potash 
that  were  of  great  value  in  (Lmada,  but  the  embargo  [iro- 
hibited  tlieir  being  taken  over.  On  town  meeting  day, 
which  was  on  the  first  'ruesday  of  April,  when  every  m.'in 
in  the  place  was  attending  the  meeting,  some  twelve 
miles  distant, Ltorman  had  three  boats  come  from  Queens- 
ton  with  t\venty  or  twent)-fi\e  men,  armed  with  clubs 
swinging  at  their  wrists.  They  opc-ncii  the  store,  and 
rolleil  tlie  ashes  and  carrier!  the  other  jiroperty  dow  n the 
liili,  .md  took  it  over  the  river.  Ha\ ing  so  much  to  do, 
tl’.ey  did  not  quite  get  through  until  the  men  began  to 
return  from  the  meeting,  where  they  had  got  information 
‘>t  what  w.is  going  on.”  'I'he  upshot  of  the  matter  was 
thu  the  project  was  ,i  failure,  as  the  gang  from  Canada 
h.ivi  to  Ic.oe  a good  snare  of  the  iiropertv,  which  fell 
into  the  hands  ot  the  citizen:^  of  Lewiston. 


'I’he  boys  of  those  early  d.iys  were  no  less  w.ir!ik>-  m-1 

patriotic  than  their  elders,  and  their  decals  oiigiit  not  to 

! be  lost  sight  of  in  connection  with  other  iin  iilenis  of  010- 
1 . . * 
j neer  life  whn.h  are  here  related.  'I’hat  the  l^o, < f i.ew 

I iston  de.ser\c;l  full  credit  for  these  qualities  will  > - 

admitted,  when  it  is  understood  that  se\eral  ve  .rs  before 
j the  war  they  began  a war  witli  Canada  iqion  tiu-ir  n 

responsibilit)'.  d'here  were  less  than  a dozen  of  them, 

j but  under  tie'  leadership  of  Ale.xandcr  Millar  {soci  of  t!ie 

[u'oneer  merchant  of  that  name,  who  came  from  >co'.!and. 
bringing  to  the  settlement  one  of  tho.se  o. gu'ar  olil-fasa.- 
ionetl  stocks  of  merchandise,  principally  hardware,  wi.ich 
is  said  to  have  included  about  everything  ” frcmi  acambiic 
needle  to  a beetle  ring,  with  several  kegs  of  powd-.r. 
shot  and  lead”),  they  formed  themselves  into  a inilitarv 
company,  young  Millar  furnishing  the  powder  necos.^.irv  to 
fire  salutes  at  sunrise  and  sunset.  “We  cons»ru(.  ted  - 
regular  battery  on  the  bank  of  the  river,”  wrote  ?>Ir. 
Janies  1..  Barton,  who  was  a member  of  the  c'or.q  ini-. 

1 “with  embrasures  for  cannon;  went  into  the  woods  .snd 
I chopped  down  some  maple  sajilings  about  five  or  .si.v 
j inches  in  diameter,  cut  them  into  p'ieces  about  two  and 
a half  feet  lon>g,  bored  them  out  with  a two-inc-h  auje". 
j and  put  on  each  end  a beetle  ring,  mounted  them  on  blocks 
I and  garnished  our  battery.  M'e  had  some  eight  or  ten  of 

' them.  We  had  been  into  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of  th.e 

river,  and  seen  the  manner  of  piling  up  the  cannon  ba’.'s 
along  side  of  each  gun.  M’e  then  m.ade  as  many  as  a 
barrel  full  of  balls  of  the  clay  in  the  bank,  and  dried  them 
j in  the  sun,  and  piled  up  in  jmoper  order  by  the  side  o: 
each  cannon  a sufficient  number  of  balls.  Here  wcwer.i 
through  our  military  evolutions,  mounted  guard,  and  did 
garrison  duty  every  leisure  day  we  could  get.  The  gen- 
eral rode  a small  sorrel  pon\'  which  he  called  Stilling  'Put 
speaking  in  rather  a broad  dialect,  he  pronounced  it 
.SV////gc/,  and  we  gave  this  n.ime  to  the  horse.  One.aftrr- 
noon,  while  we  were  all  present,  each  with  hi<  shot  gun 
on  his  shoulder,  and  having  much  to  do  that  day.  we  dfd 
not  get  through  until  dark.  Al.iout  twilight,  we  discovered, 
a British  schooner  bound  to  < J’-ioeuston,  coming  up  th'.; 
river  under  full  sail,  with  her  flag  flying,  and  keeping  ver, 
close  to  our  side  to  a\oid  the  current,  ^^'e  manned  ou' 
battery,  and  when  she  came  opjio.site  the  work,  perenn  - 
torilv  ordered  her  to  strike  her  colors  and  c-muc  to. 
not  obe\  ing  our  on.lers,  we  o[>ened  our  waaoden  cannoii 
at  her.  d'he  iniul  balls  striking  the  water  nuuie  e-.  r- 
sielerable  s[)Iashing;  she  ‘ iqi  helm  ' and  ran  down  ike 
river,  and  losing  that  wind  ilid  not  get  iq-  lor  tiirec  nr 
four  (lavs.”  'I’his  affair  caiiseel  considerable  excnvinen: 
in  (.'aiKula,  and  soon  a deputation  came  over,  rcprc.-cntin  c 
that  “if  the  officer  having  chargeof  the  trneips  alnn_  t..e 
river  to  guard  the  revenue  laws,  followed  up  iiis  rei  N.e-" 
conduct  of  firing  into  unarmed  vesscis  coiniigg  ui>  i.-e 
river  on  tlieir  lawful  business  and  h,i\'ing  no  design 
intention  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  L’nited  St.ues. 

’ one  would  be  killed,  shots  would  be  returnci.!  trum 
nthc  side  and  serious  conseii'icnces  f(.'l!n''V.’’  I j > 
leii'uing  th.it  the  belligerent  at  t of  which  tlic_\  h.ul  ‘ - 
I pl.iine(.l  was  siinpi)’  the  s[.'ort  vH  a tew  'in  ill  be;,  g 
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of  ’.his  fortification  are  [il.iinly  to  be  seen  at  the  j 
lime. 

intidenis  of  the  jieriod  beginning  a few  years 
tenninatmg  shortly  alter  the  close  of  the  war, 
fiircgoing  paragraph-.,  arc  inen- 
the  order  in  which  they 
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relative  to  the  building  of  the  storehouses  and  docks 
were  complied  with,  and  considerable  money  was  ex-  j 
pended  on  the  improvement  of  the  road,  before  the  [ 
war  of  1812,  several  storehouses  at  Lewiston  had  been 
swept  away  by  ice  jams  and  replaced  by  others.  The  bus- 
iness of  the  company  began  in  1806,  and  “was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  first  regular  and  connected  line  of  trans- 
porters on  the  American  side,”  that  ever  did  business 
on  the  lakes.  “They  were  connected  with  Jonathan  | 
Walton  (Y  Co.,  of  Schenectady,  who  sent  the  property  in  ■ 
boats  up  the  Mohawk  river  and  down  Wood  creek  and 
other  waters  to  Oswego  ; thence  Matthew  McXair  car- 
ried it  over  Lake  Ontario  ; Porter,  Barton  iX  Co.  took  it 
from  Lewiston  to  Black  Rock,  where  were  some  small 
vessels  to  distribute  it  up  the  lakes. 

John  Latta  came  to  Lewiston  four  or  five  years  before 
the  war,  and  built  the  first  tannery  there,  which  he  ope- 
rated till  the  burning  of  the  settlement.  The  appearance 
of  the  village  in  1S07  has  been  thus  described  by  one  who 
saw  it  : “ It  Cv^mtaincd  two  small  frame  and  five  or  six 
log  houses.  The  ground  on  either  side  of  Main  [now 
Center]  street,  for  a short  distance,  was  cleared  and 
fenced  in,  and  corn  and  other  grain  was  grown  upon  it. 
There  were  many  old  dr\'  trees  standing,  and  thick 
woods  bounded  it  on  the  north  and  south  sides.”  It  has 
been  impossible  to  obtain  a complete  list  of  the  men  do- 
ing business  in  the  settlement  at  an  early  day,  but  the 
following  are  the  names  of  some  of  those  who  were  there 
previous  to  1813:  Thomas  Hustler,  tavern-keeper; 

John  Latta,  tanner  ; Caleb  W.  Raymond  and  — Hull, 
blacksmiths  ; Joshua  P’airbanks  and  Alexander  Millar^  i 
merchants  ; — Dorman,  an  apothecary  ; Dr.  Alvord,  j 
the  first  physician,  and  Dr.  Willard  Smith,  who  came  in  ! 
1810.  A school  had  been  taught  by  a Scotchman  named 
Watson  in  1806,  and  another  the  following  year  by  Jonas 
Harrison,  who  was  the  pioneer  lawyer,  in  a log  building 
on  Center  street.  There  were  two  rooms  in  the  house,  one 
of  which  was  occupied  as  a dwelling,  the  other  as  a school- 
house.  Solomon  Gilbert  was  an  early  settler. 

Silas  Hopkins  settled  in  the  town  the  first  year  the  lands 
of  the  Holland  Purchase  were  offered  for  sale.  He  was 
afterward  a colonel  in  the  American  army  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  subsequently  one  of  tl’.e  judges  of  Xiagara  coun- 
ty. In  1803  Jes.se  Beach,  who  had  come  into  the  town  I 
in  1801,  located  two  miles  east  of  Lewiston  on  what  is  I 
now  known  as  the  ^Vay.s  farm,  where  he  chopped  the  first  i 
timber.  Afterward  he  was  in  possession  of  the  farm  of  ' 
the  late  Colonel  Dickerson,  at  Dickersonville,  building  | 
the  first  house  and  blacksmith  shop  at  that  place,  and  hav-  j 
ing  for  his  cii'tomers  not  only  the  scattered  while  settlers, 
for  whom  he  shariiened  plow  points,  but  aDo  the  Tusca-  i 
roras,  whose  guns  he  repaired,  as  s\ell  as  their  other  hunt-  i 

ing  implements,  and.  makinis  the  forging  of  wrought  nails  j 
a specialty.  Joiin  Robinson  came  from  Mifllin.  Pa.,  and  ■ 
settled  on  llie  v,  e^l  tli.rd  or  lot  X ..  :i  m 
.-Vsahel  Sa_e  uiosedou  to  hi.i  farm  in  Lewiston  in  !8o7.he 
had  as  his  neiglibors — and  neighbors  were  appreciated  in 
those  days — John  Gould,  — Bragbill  and  — Smith,  who  ' 
had  settled  on  the  first  tier  of  lots  east  of  the  Mile  Re- 


serve. There  were  no  settlers  further  east  on  tlie  moun- 
tain. Sanders,  Doty,  Goodwin,  Hawley  and  U'cbster 
were  the  pioneers  in  the  neighborhood  since  known  as 
Sanders  Settlement. 

Joseph  Hewitt  came  into  the  town  several  years  before 
the  war.  He  was  originally  from  Connecticut,  but  had 
lived  since  1803  in  Genesee  county,  and  subserjuently  in 
the  town  of  Cambria,  until  he  exchanged  farms  with  Wil- 
liam Howell  and  became  the  owner  of  the  place  on  the 
mountain  where  his  son,  J.  P.  Hewitt,  now  lives  He  was 
a captain  during  the  war.  In  iScq  Isaac  Colt  came  from 
Sussex  county,  X’ew  Jersey;  bringing  with  him  his  wife 
and  six  children,  making  the  trip  with  two  yoke  of  oxen. 
For  a short  time  he  lived  on  lot  24.  on  the  military  road, 
but  soon  took  up  lot  25,  where  he  opened  a tavern.  An- 
other comer  in  this  year  was  Aaron  Childs,  who,  with  his 
wife  and  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
came  from  Livonia,  in  luvin.gston  county,  and  settled  on 
the  Ridge  road,  where  he  kept  a tavern  for  a number  of 
years,  finally  removing  to  Xiagara,  where  his  son,  \\'illiam 
Childs,  now  lives. 

Accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two  sons,  Thomas  and 
William,  the  eldest  only  eleven  years  old,  Achish  Pool 
made  the  journey  from  Massachusetts  in  i8ii,  arriving 
in  Lewiston  October  13th.  Their  conveyance  was  a cov- 
ered wagon,  drawn  by  a yoke  of  oxen  and  one  horse. 
They  settled  at  Dickersonville. 

The  names  of  most  of  the  more  prominent  settlers  in 
the  town  and  village  prior  to  the  invasion  of  our  frontier 
by  the  British  and  Indians  in  the  winter  of  1813,  have 
been  gis  en.  The  town  and  village  have  been  treated  to- 
gether thus  far,  for  the  reason  that  they  were  both  iden- 
tified with  the  events  of  the  early  history  of  Lewiston, 
and  both  so  closely  connected  with  the  scenes  of  devas- 
tation and  death  which  followed  the  capture  of  For:  Xi- 
agara as  to  render  their  separate  consideration  impos- 
sible. After  detailing  some  of  the  incidents  and  expieri- 
ences  in  the  settlement  at  the  landing  and  along  the 
Ridge  road,  at  the  time  of  the  invasion,  the  town  and  the 
village  will  be  considered  separately  in  their  re-settle- 
ment after  the  war. 

IXCIDEXTS  COXXECTED  WITH  THE  WAR. 

Lewiston  bore  a conspicuous  and  a memorable  part  in 
the  war  of  1S12.  The  horrors  of  the  invasion  by  the 
British  and  Indians  were  enacted  here  in  all  their  bar- 
barous and  \engeful  cruelty,  and  Lewiston  was  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Yan  Rensselaer  and  the  militia  under 
his  command  m 1812.  there  being,  not  far  from  the  site 
of  the  .American  Hotel,  a building  where  arms  and  am- 
munition were  stored — a sort  of  rude  arsen.d  wh.ieh  hail 
been  imi»rovised  to  meet  the  requirements  of  tlie  time. 
.\  small  battery  wa.->  built  on  th.e  brou  of  the  moc'n.an. 

■ -pP' isile  ( juecn m He'^ht>.  i.s;_.  I'i'e 
the  s]  ot  and  th.e  1 on^t^Ul■ti(.n  of  this  work  were  d . n-.  ' \ 
a Colonel  or  General  Gray,  an  Dl.-hmin,  who  had  di'- 
tinguislied  him^>eIf  during  tlie  rebellion  of  179^.  and  in 
whose  honor  tlie  b.’.tterv  was  called  Fort  tir.\.  1 iic 
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u-nuins  of  this  fortification  are  plainly  to  be  seen  at  the 
j rc'c’iit  time. 

j !ie  incidents  of  the  period  beginning  a few  years 
lH-ft)re  and  terminating  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
which  are  related  in  the  foregoing  paragraplis.  are  men- 
• ;une«l  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  order  in  which  they 
u.  t iirred. 

The  British  soldiers  of  the  41st  regiment  were  stationed 
;.l  Fort  George  in  iSoS,  and  some  of  them  deserted  from 
time  to  time,  seeking  safety  on  the  N’ew  York  side.  In 
order  to  check  this,  if  possible,  the  Indians  on  this  side 
were  employed  by  the  British  officers  to  arrest  them,  | 
carry  them  back,  and  deliver  them  to  tlie  F'nglish  autlror-  ' 

itics.  “ I have  seen,"  w rote  an  early  resident  of  the 
settlement,  “a  large  number — twenty  or  more — British 
soldiers  sent  over  the  river,  tramping  with  impunity  up 
,ind  dowm  the  main  street  in  Lewiston,  inquiring  and 
searching  for  deserters.  The  Indians  caught  two,  and 
took  them  down  past  Lewiston  in  the  night,  over  the  | 
river.  They  were . severely  flogged,  and  it  was  reported  j 
that  each  received  five  Hundred  lashes.  The  feelings  of  1 
our  people  became  aroused  at  this  insolent  mode  of 
capturing  deserters,  and  they  determined  to  stop  it.  For 
two  or  three  miles  on  the  road  running  east  of  Lewiston 
the  people  had  ten  hours  to  give  notice  to  each  other  of 
trouble.  I remember  that  one  bright  moonlight  night  we 
were  all  aroused  by  the  blowing  of  the  horns,  and  men 
armed  came  rushing  in  with  the  information  that  the 
Indians  had  got  some  deserters  and  were  coming  in  with 
them.  The  alarm  proved  false.  About  the  same  time 
Sergeant  McDonald,  who  had  charge  of  some  twenty- 
five  men  at  Queenston,  came  over  with  three  or  four 
men  to  hunt  for  deserters.  This  party  the  citizens  cap- 
tured, and  w'ere  about  starting  them  off  to  jail  at  Batavia, 
when  a committee  of  some  of  the  leading  men  in  Canada 
came  across  tire  liver,  and  an  agreement  was  made  with 
our  people  that  no  more  soldiers  should  be  sent  to  our 
side,  or  Indians  employed  to  catch  deserters.”  And  so 
the  matter  rested  for  some  time,  the  English  faithfully 
keeping  their  compact  with  the  pioneers  of  Lewiston. 

On  the  same  authority  we  give  the  following  incident  of  j 
the  days  of  the  embargo,  in  which  Dorman,  who  has  been  j 
referred  to  as  an  .apothecary  in  the  village  at  an  early  | 
day,  was  an  interested  party.  "He  had  goods  and  potash  1 
that  were  of  great  value  in  Canada,  but  the  embargo  pro- 
iiibited  their  being  taken  over.  On  town  meeting  day, 
which  was  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  .Vpril,  when  every  man 
in  the  place  was  attending  the  meeting,  some  tweKe 
iinles  distant, Dorman  had  three  boats  come  from  Queens- 
lun  with  twenty  or  t\vent\-five  men,  armed  with  clubs 
swinging  at  thew  wrists.  They  opened  the  store,  and 
rollerl  the  ashes  and  carri-'d  the  otiier  property  down  the 
liill,  and  took  it  over  the  river.  Having  so  much  to  do. 
the\  did  not  (]uite  get  through  until  the  men  began  to 
return  from  the  meeting,  ^vhere  they  b.a<.l  got  intornia.tir.m 
ot  what  was  going  on.”  i'he  upshot  ot  the  matter  was 
that  the  project  was  a failure,  as  the  gang  from  C.mada 
had  to  leave  a gootl  share  of  the  property,  whi*  h fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  citizens  of  Lew  iston. 


j The  hoys  of  those  early  days  were  no  less  warlike  and 
I patriotic  than  their  elders,  and  their  deeds  ought  mu  to 

be  lost  sight  of  in  ( onnection  with  other  incidents  of  pio- 
neer life  which  are  here  related.  That  the  boys  of  Lew- 
iston deserved  full  credit  for  these  fiualities  will  be 
admitted,  w hen  it  is  understood  that  several  years  before 
the  war  they  began  a war  with  Canada  upon  their  uw  n 
responsibility.  There  were  less  than  a dozen  of  them, 
but  under  the  leaucrshi[)  of  Alexander  Millar  (son  of  the 
pioneer  merchant  of  that  name,  w ho  came  from  .Scotland, 
bringing  to  the  settlement  one  of  those  regular  old-fash- 
ioned stocks  of  merrhandise,  principally  hardware,  which 
is  said  to  have  included  about  everything  ” from  a cambric 
needle  to  a beetle  ring,  with  several  kegs  of  powder, 
shot  and  lead”),  they  formed  themselves  into  a military 
company,  young  Millar  furnishing  the  powder  necessary  to 
fire  salutes  at  sunrise  and  sunset.  “We  constructed  a 
regular  battery  on  the  bank  of  the  river,”  wrote  Mr. 
James  L.  Barton,  who  was  a member  of  the  company, 
“with  embrasures  for  cannon;  went  into  the  woods  and 
chopped  down  some  maple  saplings  about  five  or  six 
inches  in  diameter,  cut  them  into  pieces  about  two  and 
a half  feet  long,  bored  them  out  with  a two-inch  auger, 
and  put  on  each  end  a beetle  ring,  mounted  them  on  blocks 
and  garnished  our  battery.  We  had  some  eight  or  ten  of 
them.  We  had  been  into  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  seen  the  manner  of  piling  up  the  cannon  balls 
along  side  of  each  gun.  We  then  made  as  many  as  a 
barrel  full  of  ballsof  the  clay  in  the  bank,  and  dried  them 
in  the  sun,  and  piled  up  in  proper  order  by  the  side  of 
each  cannon  a sufficient  number  of  balls.  Here  we  went 
through  our  military  evolutions,  mounted  guard,  and  did 
garrison  duty  every  leisure  day  we  could  get.  The  gen- 
eral rode  a small  sorrel  pony  which  he  called  Stirling,  but 
speaking  in  rather  a broad  dialect,  he  pronounced  it 
Sti/dgii,  and  we  gave  this  name  to  the  horse.  One  after- 
noon, while  we  were  all  present,  each  with  his  shot  gun 
on  his  shoulder,  and  having  much  to  do  that  day.  we  did 
not  get  through  until  dark.  About  twilight,  we  discovered 
a British  schooner  bound  to  Queenston,  coming  up  the 
river  under  full  sail,  with  her  fiag  llying,  and  keeping  very 
close  to  our  side  to  avoid  the  current,  ^\'e  manned,  our 
battery,  and  when  she  came  opposite  the  work,  [)eremp- 
torily  ordered  her  to  strike  her  colors  and  come  to.  She 
not  obeying  our  orders,  we  openetl  our  wooden  cannon 
at  her.  The  mud  balls  striking  the  water  ma.le  cam- 
siderable  si>lashing;  she  ‘ up  helm  ’ and  ran  down  the 
river,  and  losing  that  wind  did  not  get  tqi  for  three  or 
four  days."  This  affair  caused  considerable  excitement 
in  Canada,  and  soon  a deputation  came  over,  representing 
that  “ if  the  ofticer  having  charge  of  the  troops  aiciyg  tlie 
ri^■er  to  guard  the  revenue  laws,  tollowed  tq>  his  ro  kies' 
conduct  of  firing  into  unarmed  vessels  coming  up  th.e 
river  on  their  la'vful  business  and  having  no  design  or 
intention  to  viidate  the  laws  ot  the  I nited  .■'t.’.tes,  - une 
one  would  be  killed,  sh.ols  wouM  be  i\ : ; rue. , o.  . 
other  sid.e  and  sera^us  consequences  t.-ilow.  . 
learning  that  the  belligerent  act  of  which  they  liad  com- 
jilained  was  simply  the  s[)ort  ot  a tea'  small  l>. .ys,  tlie 
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gentlemen  from'Can;i«la  were  no  less  amazed  than  cha- 
grined, and  they  returned  to  their  own  soil  without  fur- 
ther threats  of  war.  Ludicrous  as  this  attair  was,  it  was 
only  the  fore.shadowing  of  what  afterwards  occurred,  and 
in  which  some  of  those  who  were  memhers  of  the  com- 
pany that  manned  the  battery  of  wooden  guns  were  called 
to  take  part. 

After  the  investment  of  Fort  George  and  Fort  Erie,  in 
the  si>ring  of  181  by  the  L^nited  States  forces,  and  while 
the  Canadian  frontier  between  the  lakes  was  in  their  pos- 
session, the_\  esi.dili.shed  a ferry  just  below  the  site  of  the 
Lewiston  and  (^hieenston  suspension  bridge.  Solomon 
Gillet,  jr.,  relates  that  upon  one  occasion  a gang  of  Cana- 
dians gathered  at  the  ferry  w harf  and  attempted  to  kidnap 
or  harrass  such  of  our  peoiile  as  crossed  the  ferry,  and 
that  a party  of  small  boys,  himself  among  the  number, 
with  the  assistance  of  one  man,  secured  a four-pound 
gun,  and  dragging  it  to  a place  opposite  the  party  of 
Canadians  loaded  it  with  grape  shot,  and,  young  Gillet 
touching  it  off  with  a fire  brand,  discharged  it  among 
them,  driving  them  ui'.the  bank  and  into  a stone  house, 
not  far  distant,  owned  by  a man  named  Hamilton.  Re- 
loading the  piece,  he  says,  they  fired  several  times,  using 
balls,  one  of  which  went  through  a window,  routinii  them 

. . > 0 I 

and  driving  them  away;  and  that  the  mark  made  by  one 
of  the  balls  was  visible  on  the  inner  wall  of  the  house  long 
afterward. 

The  battle  of  Queenston  was  witnessed  by  the  residents 
of  the  settlement  at  the  landing,  as  was  also  the  dastardly- 
conduct  of  the  militia  in  refusing  to  cross  the  river,  on 
the  plea  that  the  general  had  no  authority  to  lead  them 
beyond  the  boundary  of  the  United  States.  It  is  related 
by  early  settlers  that  balls  from  the  heights  across  the 
river  were  fired  into  the  settlement,  one  of  them  passing 
through  the  corner  of  a store  which  stood  on  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Amos  S.  Tryon, 
demolishing  a barrel  and  spattering  its  contents  about  the 
place,  besides  otherwise  damaging  the  building  and  the  | 
stock.  The  British  had  batteries  planred  on  the  side  of 
the  heights.  Miles  Gillet,  a son  of  Solomon  Gillet,  was 
one  of  a number  who  went  across  the  river  with  the  in- 
tention of  participating  in  the  fight,  not  as  regular  sol- 
diers, but  as  skirmishers.  He  hid  behind  a large  stump, 
and  placing  his  hat  on  top  of  it  drew  the  fire  of  some  of 
the  British  Indians,  which  he  returned,  but  with  what 
effect  he  never  knew,  .\fter  the  adventure  his  hat  was 
riddled  with  bullet  holes.  No  place  on  the  frontier  suf- 
fered more,  severely  than  Lewiston  on  the  ever-to-be-  re- 
membered nineteenth  of  December,  iSir — the  deeds  and 
sufferingsof  that  day  will  be  recounted  liv  father  to  son  for 
generations  to  come.  Tlie  attack  was  after  the  Indian  fash- 
ion, asudden  surprise,  'riiere  was  little  or  no  w arning.  The 
Indians,  precetling  by  a few  minutes  a detachment  of  Hrit-  j 
ish  soldiers,  swarmed  out  of  the  waiotls  and.  comm.enced  an  } 
indisi  riminate  shooting  down  of  living  citizens.  laiil  ! 
license  \vas  given  by  Riall  t<j  his  Indian  allies,  ami  the  i 
place  was  sacked,  plundered  and  destroyed.  When  the  I 
work  of  devastation  was  comoleteri,  the  settlement  was  a ' 
perfect  desolatiijn.  (July  a suiall  force,  under  the  com-  j 


mand  of  Major  liennett,  was  stationed  there,  and  tlu-v 
retreated  under  fire  from  the  attacking  party,  with  a loss 
of  about  half  a dozen  tnen. 

-V  small  volunteer  force  had  been  raised  a few  dav> 
before,  comjiosed  of  whites  and  friendly  Itnlians,  to  pro- 
tect the  frontier  against  the  antici]>ated  attack  by  guaid- 
ing  the  river  between  Lewiston  and  Five-Mile  Meadows  ; 
but  they  were  not  prepared  to  resist  the  siuUlen  onslaught, 
and,  not  being  together,  it  being  a little  too  early  for 
their  regular  drill,  they  were  taken  as  completely  by  sur- 
prise as  the  unsuspecting  residents  of  the  village.  The 
elder  Gillet,  who  was  a member  of  the  company,  was 
coming  up  the  street  from  Benjamin  Barton’s,  on  the  top 
of  the  hill  in  the  western  part  of  the  village,  where  he 
had  been  for  cartridges,  and  making  his  way  along  Cen- 
ter street,  when  he  met  a party  of  Indians,  at  a point  a 
little  east  of  Mrs.  Tryon’s  residence,  whom  he  greeted 
and  passed  by,  thinking  them  friendly.  Meeting  a 
second  party  soon  afterward,  he  spoke  to  them  and 
entered  into  conversation  with  some  of  their  number. 
One  of  the  party,  whom  he  recognized  as  a white  man 
dressed  and  painted  as  an  Indian,  asked  him,  “Where 
are  you  going  with  that  gun  ? ” *‘1  am  going  to  drill,” 

he  replied.  “ Don’t  you  know  the  fort  has  been  taken  ?" 
asked  the  other,  pointing  down  the  river.  Gillet  glanced 
up  the  street  and  saw  the  British  forces  about  the  middle 
of  Center  street,  and  before  he  realized  his  position  he 
was  made  a prisoner.  In  the  meantime,  his  son.  Miles 
Gillet,  met  the  first  party  of  Indians  as  he  came  around 
the  corner  of  a building  on  the  site  of  Mrs.  Tryon’s 
house.  He  had  often  heard  of  the  atrocities  of  the  sav- 
ages to  their  captives,  and  had  determined  never  to  be 
taken  by  them  alive  ; and,  without  delaying  a minute,  he 
raised  his  musket  and  shot  a chief  through  the  bowels. 
As  soon  as  he  fired,  he  turned  and  attempted  to  esca]  e 
around  the  corner  of  the  building,  but  before  he  could  do 
so  he  was  shot  through  the  head  and  died  instantly.  At 
this  moment  his  father  was  being  escorted  by  his  captors 
along  the  street,  and  seeing  Miles  fall,  requested  that  he 
might  be  led  down  the  same  side  of  the  street.  This 
request  was  granted,  and  he  had  an  opportunity  to  look 
upon  the  body  of  his  son,  but  he  did  not  inform  the 
Indians  of  the  relationship  between  them. 

Among  the  slain  were  two  men  named  Tiffany  and 
Finch,  Thomas  Marsh,  Jarvi.-,  Gillet,  only  seven  years  of 
age,  who  was  shot  while  escaping  with  his  mother,  and 
the  pioneer  p'hvsician,  Dr.  Alvord.  d’he  latter  hatl  just 
mounted  his  horse  before  his  house,  at  the  corner  of 
•Sixth  and  Center  streets,  and  started  to  ride  atvay,  but  h.e 
was  shot  before  he  had  gone  far.  A peddler  who  lived 
with  the  family  of  Isaac  Coll  was  in  the  village  at  the 
time  of  the  arri\al  of  tlte  invaders.  Seeing  the  peoi.'le 
fleeing  for  the  mountain,  he  br.indisl'.ed  a sword  which  lie 
had  picked  up,  and,  pointing  toward  iho>e  who  were 
escaiting,  sa.ul.  as  if  he  har!  been  one  >'!  the  ai!  i _ 
party  ; “ riic-e  they  go.  d — n 'em.  I 1!  c.Uci.  -ei  ; ! 
And,  bramlishing  the  sword,  he  escaped,  by  mean-;  ot  tb.e 
ruse,  to  the  rover  of  the  woods,  wh.ere  he  had  a p.u  k oi 
goods  concealed.  In  atlenq'ting  to  save  this,  his  [ ro_- 
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ri->s  w.is  iiniicdcd,  and  he  was  soon  overtaken  and  i 
kdled.  ‘ 

Reuben  Lewis  lived  at  the  foot  of  the  rnountain,  at  the  j 
outskirts  of  tlie  present  village.  He  had  agreed  v.  ith  a 
neighbor  that  he  would  never  be  taken  alive  by  the 
Indians  ; and  when  he  was  attacked,  he  fought  until  ne 
was  wounded,  and  fell  down  behind  a log.  Unable  to 
stand,  he  still  managed  to  load,  and  continued  to  fire 
until  the  Indians  came  up  to  him  and  dis[)atchcd  him 
with  their  knives  or  tomahawks.  'I'his  was  one  of  the 
most  desperate  hand-to-hand  conflicts  of  that  day. 
Marsh,  who  lived  on  the  mountain  near  the  Hewitt 
property,  tried  to  save  his  life  by  claiming  protection  as 
a British  subject  ; but  he  was  shot. 

The  killed  at  and  near  Lewiston  numbered  nearly  a 
dozen,  who  when  found  were  all  scalped  except  one,  and 
he  was  decapitated.  Among  the  bodies  was  that  of  a boy  j 
(probably  that  of  Jarvis  (dillet  , strij>ped  and  scalped.  | 

The  Tuscarora  village  shared  the  fate  of  Lewiston. 
“The  Ridge  road,”  says  Turner,  “presented  one  of  the  j 
harshest  features  of  war  and  invasion.  The  inhabitants 
upon  the  frontier,  en  masse,  were  retreating  eastward,  men, 
worn  in  and  children,  the  Tuscarora  Indians  having  a 
prominent  jiosition  in  the  fight.  The  residents  upon  the  -| 
ridge  who  had  not  got  the  start  of  the  main  body  fell  in  ' 
with  it  as  it  approached  them.  There  was  a small  arsenal  j 

at  the  first  four  corners  vrest  of  Howell's  creek,  a log  ' 

building  containing  a number  of  barrels  of  powder,  seve-  ^ 
ral  hundred  stand  of  arms  and  a quantity  of  fixed  ammu- 
nition. Making  a stop  there,  the  more  timid  were  for  , 
firing  the  magazine  and  continuing  the  retreat.  The  | 
braver  counsels  prevailed  to  a small  extent.  They  made  ; 
sufficient  demonstrations  to  turn  back  a few  Indian  scouts  ! 
who  had  followed  up  the  retreat  to  plunder  such  as  fell  In 
the  rear.  The  mass  made  no  halt  at  the  arsenal,  but 
pushed  on  in  an  unbroken  column,  until  they  arrived  at 
Forsythe’s,  where  they  divided,  a part  taking  the  Lewi.s- 
ton  road,  and  seeking  asylums  in  Genesee  county  and  over 
the  river,  and  a part  along  the  Ridge  road  and  off  from  it 
in  the  new  settlements  of  what  is  now  Orleans  and  Monroe 
counties,  and  in  what  is  now  Wayne  and  the  north  part  of 
Ontario  counties.  .Vll  kinds  of  vehicles  were  put  in  re- 
ijuisition.  It  was  a motley  throng,  dying  from  the  torch 
and  the  tomahawk  of  an  invading  foe,  with  hardly  a show 
of  a military  organization  to  cover  their  retreat.” 

The  above  general  description  of  the  scenes  of  terror 
on  the  mountain  is  so  comp.^chensi\ e that  but  few  inci- 
dents are  deemed  necessary  in  this  connection.  John 
Robinson,  living  three  miles  east  of  the  village  on  the 
Ridge  road,  being  apprised  of  the  invasion  about  nine- 
o'clock,  hastily  gathered  together  such  useful  articles  as  he 
could  conveniently  collect,  e.nd  placing  them  on  a sled 
drawn  by  cattle  carried  them  to  the  site  of  the  village  of 
i’ckin.  Meanwhile  I'Irs.  Robin<on  took  the  children  and 
crossed  the  rx/vf-iin  :■  a ■ ■ ^ -z  •'  ] ■'  - - 

ervation.  v itere  e r . . ; - ■ - 1 . < 

in  the  woods  before  she  wa.^  found  by  her  hasPand. 
not  finding  her  sooner,  thought  her  dead.  Returning  to 
the  hoiDe  after  the  removal  ' ' r’  Rw'.'n-'  n v ^ 


surprised  lo  .1  p;irt\  oi  Indiaiisand  captured,  but  Mibse- 
quenti\  ex  n’d  f.,und  Ids  family  as  aboce  dex  ribed. 

■\t  tile  time  ot  thi;  iiic.isioii  Lathro|»  Cook  w.is  an  in- 
valid, having  only  reteiuly  had  one  of  his  legs  amput.ited. 
"He  was  laid  on  an  ox-sled,”  says  the  History  of  the 
Holland  Purchase,  “and  ac'  om[)aniefl  by  his  brother,  the 
late  Hon.  Bates  Cook.  When  they  had  j)roceede<i  but  a 
few  miles  on  the  ridge,  a scout  of  five  Indians  overtook 
them  and  ordered  a halt.  Bates  Cr^ok  seizefl  a gun  that 
was  lying  ujion  a -.led  diire'  tly  behind  them,  tired  and 
shot  one  of  the  Indians  through  the  neck.  He  fell  from 
his  horse,  jurnperl  upon  his  feet,  ind  after  mnnina  about 
fifteen  rods- fell  and  died.  .XD.  Cook,  liacine  no  fur 
ther  means  of  defense,  ran,  the  Indians  making  tw  o liie’.- 
fectual  shots  at  him  in  his  retreat.”  Some  Tuscarora^ 
hearing,  the  report  of  Bates  fJook's  gijn,  hastened  to  the 
spot  and  re[nilsed  the  British  Indians,  and  the  sled,  with 
its  intrepid  though  criiq/led  j/assenger,  passed  on  in 
safety.  A pajier  addressed  to  the  Indian  agent  at  Ni.'ig- 
ara  was  found  on  the  person  of  the  dead  Indian,  stating 
that  the  bearer,  who  was  an  f Ottawa  warrior,  w is  worthy 
to  be  entrusted  with  any  mission  requiring  daring  and 
fidelity. 

Aaron  Childs,  a settler  on  the  rlilge,  was  on  guard  at 
the  Meadows  the  night  before.  Seeing  the  approai  h ol” 
the  fleeing  settlers,  .Mrs.  Childs  ran  out  and  inquired  for 
her  husband.  .She  was  told  that  all  were  killed  on  the 
river,  and  for  some  time  believed  him  field  ; but  he 
finally  appeared  uninjured,  and  they  made  g'uul  their 
escape.  The  farthest  advance  of  the  enemy  was  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  Hopkins’s  marsh.  There  i-:  a lone 
grove  there,  where  a teamster  is  buried  who  was  shot  by 
a party  of  Indians,  who  overtook  him  at  that  jflace  •.vhile 
he  was  conveying  some  goods  away  from  Lewiston. 

A number  of  persons  were  made  [jri.soners.  and  kept  in 
captivity  during  a longer  or  shorter  period.  Solomon 
Gillct  was  taken  to  .Montreal,  and  held  there  a jirir  oner 
until  the  early  part  of  the  ftfllowing  .March.  .VI!  riiat  time 
he  slept  on  a bare  stone  floor,  and  was  obliged  to  v .e  his 
shoes  for  a {allow. 

Durina  the  follow  in  j'  summer,  the  Britisli  lyeinc'  in  { ' 
Session  of  Fort  .Niagara,  sim  II  marauding  rr  ■•-.  Lu-m.-r- 
ally  Indians,  occasionally  visited  the  settlers  v.  1<.  'cid'. -.n- 
t.ired  ba-.k  t<a  tiieir  homes  in  the  neig’nborh  .\n 

Indian  who  w as  j.a.ssing  through  the  w--ods,  <■  e d . ■ me 
out  uiam  the  Ridge  road  at  the  h fiU.se  of  .S|/arr''..  .-  . 

about  three  mile.s  ea-t  from  Lew  iston.  .Mr.  " . 
sent,  and  his  wife  -mfl  another  woman  were  in  P . I ' - ' 

untirotef.tc'!.  T'-.e  Infli  m m:'de  tiiein  pr'-C'"' r . ' rr 
away  v.  ith  ti.em  in  tl.e  dire'  ti'in  of  tl.v  f-irr  1-  ‘ r-  ' 
had  gone  far,  the  f omp  'nion  of  .Mr-..  " • r 

escijic.  and  fiiol  Mr.  c ge.  he  inbirm.  ' ' 

wife’s  ca{i:iti:y.  He  ,t,  r*vd  in  y - r. 
the  Indian  he  •tfj  " h-d  aim  .serio  ; •.  '.  . ' 


eiii[iif*}  w ..  ei:g  Zed  in  q'  :ry  g ee 
above  'he  t i!  _e.  h-.r -oi'ie  r<;  c • v r'. 
di  . 1 B'  • . .-fi.  ;r  v ' c h.  d 
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small  detachment  of  soldiers  on  Qiieenston  Heights,  and 
to  annoy  him,  every  time  he  sounded  his  bugle,  the  sound 
would  be  imitated  as  nearly  as  possible  on  a tin  horn  by  i 

some  of  the  men  among  the  rocks.  This  made  him  so  | 

indignant  that  it  was  reported  tliat  he  threatened  in  case  ' 

the  insult,  as  he  called  it,  was  repeated  many  more  times  I 

he  would  fire  cannon  shot  into  the  village.  Whether  or  j 

not  this  report  was  true  is  uncertain,  but  it  was  the  cause  ; 

of  a brisk  business  to  the  man  who  had  a little  tin  shop  I 

in  the  settlement,  for  all  the  boys,  many  of  the  men  and  ! 

not  a few  of  the  women  had  little  tin  horns  made,  with  [ 

which  to  blow  back  defiance  to  the  choleric  military  man 
across  the  water.  No  serious  consequences  ensued.  * 

.‘\mong  incidents  of  pioneer  life  those  of  wild  animals  ! 

have  always  held  a favorite  place.  The  wolves  used  to  I 

howl  in  the  village;  there  were  so  many  that  they  were  a ^ 

great  annoyance  to  the  settlers  in  all  j)arts  of  the  town 
killing  calves,  sheep  and  other  domestic  animals.  Fre- 
quently they  wotdd  be  heard  about  the  houses  at  night 
and  the  men  would  fire  guns  to  frighten  them  away.  j 
Sometimes  bf^ars  were  seen,  and  there  were  many  panthers  j 
and  wild  cats;  deer  were  plenty,  as  well  as  other  wild 
game. 

SETTLEMENT  AFTER  THE  WAR. 

Some  few  of  the  residents  of  the  town  who  had  been  j 
driven  out  by  the  invasion  ventured  back  in  the  summer  j 
of  1814.  In  18  r 5 many  came,  and  nearly  all  had  re-  1 
sumed  their  old  habitations,  and  begun  the  disheartening  | 
work  of  retrieving  their  fallen  fortunes,  before  the  close  of  | 
the  year  1816.  Isaac  Colt,  who  received  a wound  in  the  j 
leg  at  the  time  of  the  raid,  returned  with  his  family,  and  [ 
bought  lots  24  of  the  Mile  Reserve  and  30  of  the  Holland  j 
Purchase.  Aaron  Childs,  John  Robinson,  Silas  Flopkins,  i 
Achish  Pool,  Joseph  Hewitt  and  their  families  and  others  | 
had  come  back  before  1816,  and  there  were  several  new 
settlers  at  that  time,  among  them  the  father  and  grand-  i 
father  of  Arthur  Gray,  with  whom  he  came,  in  1815,  and  | 
Richard  Ayres,  in  1816,  on  the  Ridge  road.  Jairus  Rose,  | 
— De  Foe,  — Springsteen  and  the  Carneys  went  in  ' 
at  and  west  of  Pekin  after  the  war.  The  Carneys  and  I 
the  Reynolds  family  were  the  first  settlers  at  Pekin.  I 
Bliss,  the  Earls,  Dr.  Orton,  Bridge,  Beamer  and  Wilson  ! 

were  first  between  the  ridge  and  mountain  west  of  Scott’s,  i 

not  long  after.  i 

Between  1815  and  1825  many  settlers  came,  among  | 

whom  were  G.  P.  Nichols  and  .Andrew  A.  Farlev.  Nichols  i 

1 

had  formerly  lived  in  Vermont.  In  1816  he  settled  in  ' 
the  county,  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  came  to  Lewiston  in 
1819.  Farlev,  who  was  a native  of  New  Jersev,  came  in 
1823,  and  Thomas  Balmer  in  1825.  Among  those  who  ' 
came  between  1825  and  1835  were  .Abel  White,  in  1826;  j 
the  Pleti  her>>,  in  1829;  ami  Peter  S[)ickennan,  in  1S35.  | 

Between  1835  and  1845  tlie  following  were  sonve  of  the  I 

prominent  settlers;  In  1S36,  Joscjih  Sliippy,  Sanford. 
^\hile  and  John  Cleghorn;  in  1S38,  James  Buckley; 
in  1841,  F.rastus  Downer;  in  1842,  Charles  .Mc- 
Connell and  Reuben  .M.  Doty  ; in  1845,  Lewis  W. 
Hull  and  ilartwell  Haywood.  lhi.‘  town  h;id  bv  this 

' I 


become  quite  thickly  [lopulated.  The  interest  which  is 
always  felt  in  those  who  are  pioneers  in  any  community 
docs  not  attach  to  those  who  settle  at  a later  day,  and  for 
this  reason  only  a tew  of  those  who  came  into  the  town 
after  1845  will  be  mentioned,  and  no  attempt  will  be  made 
to  continue  the  list  so  as  to  embrace  even  the  more  ]>romi- 
nent  of  those  who  have  come  into  the  town  tluring  the 
past  few  years.  In  1848  Gideon  Shippy  came;  in  ’.852, 
Peter  .Munch  and  Siinjison  .Moyer;  in  1854,  John  Gan- 
ant/.;  in  1855,  William  J.  Moss;  1S57,  David  Plctchcr. 
In  the  account  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  town,  at- 
tention was  given  to  the  location  of  the  pioneers,  in  order 
to  show  what  riarts  were  first  occiqiied.  The  ch.anges 
since  then  hav  e been  so  numerous  that  it  has  not  been 
thought  advisable  to  record  the  numbers  of  the  lots 
where  the  later  settlers  located.  Some  of  them  bought 
out  earlier  residents,  who  have  since  moved  away,  and 
others  chopped,  burned,  plowed,  sowed  and  improved  new 
land  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  re-enacting  some  of 
the  more  jieaceful  scenes  of  the  pioneer  days. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  CIVIL  HISTORY. 

Lewiston  was  formed  from  Cambria,  February  27th, 
1818.  It  is  the  central  town  of  the  western  tier,  being 
bounded  on  the  north  and  south  bv  Porter  and  Wilson 
and  Niagara  and  Wheatfield,  and  west  and  east  by  the 
Niagara  river  and  Cambria.  The  mountain  ridge  e.xtends 
through  it,  dividing  it  into  two  nearly  equal  parts.  The 
surface  is  broken  and  rolling  along  the  base  of  the  ridge; 
elsewhere  it  is  level.  Gill  creek,  St.-v-mile  creek,  and  sev- 
eral smaller  streams  rise  within  its  limits.  The  soil  is 
sandy  loam,  and  very  productive  for  fruit  and  all  kinds  of 
grain.  The  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  town 
is  $1,910,624;  of  personal  property,  $71,150;  the  amount 
of  all  taxes  is  $10,810.17,  $1,319.57  of  this  amount  being 
for  the  maintenance  of  schools.  The  total  number  of 
.acres  of  land  in  the  town  is  22,23 The  number  of 
school  districts  is  twelve.  The  town  was  named  in  honor 
of  Governor  Lewis.  The  po[mlation  in  1S75  was  2,823. 

The  act  setting  off  the  town  of  Lewiston  reatls  as 
follows; 

“ Be  it  enacted,  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
\''ork,  represented  in  Senate  and  .Assembly,  that  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  .April  next,  all  that  part  of  the 
town  of  Cambria  lying  west  of  a line  beginning  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  section  number  thirty-two.  town- 
ship fourteen,  in  the  eighth  range  of  townshijis.  thence 
running  southerly  on  the  west  line  of  said  section  thirty- 
two  in  a direct  line  to  the  south  bounds  of  said  town  of 
Cambria,  be  and  is  hereby  erected  into  a separate  town  by 
the  name  of  Lev-  iston,  and  the  first  town  meeting  in  the 
said  town  of  Lewiston  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of 
Sjiarrow  Sage;  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  said  town 
of  Camliria  shall  be  and  remain  a separ.ae  town  hv  the 
name  of  C.unbri.i,  .ir.  i tlie  next  town  mjc'  ",  dl  ’v 
held  at  the  hon.-e  ol  |oI:n  tfimld. 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  as  soon  as  m;iv!'e  after 
the  first  day  of  May  next,  the  siqi  jrv  i.>or^  .ind  overseers  of 
thiC  jioor  of  the  resp  'ctive  unvns  of  l.ewiston  and  Cam- 
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: r;.i,  notice  being  first  given  for  that  purpose  by  the 
supervisors,  shall  meet  and  divide  the  poor  and 
money  belonging  to  the  said  towns,  according  to  the  last 
list."  Dated  Febnia''y  27th.  r8i8. 

I he  first  town  meeting  was  held,  in  accord.ince  with 
[Ive  provisions  of  the  above  act,  .\pril  7th,  iSiS,  being 
presided  over  by  Rufus  Spalding  and  Gideon  Frisbee, 
justices  of  the  peace.  The  following  list  of  town  of- 
ficials was  elected  : Supervisor,  Rufus  Spalding  ; town 
I Icrk.  Oliver  Grace  ; assessors,  Keniainin  Harton,  Amos 
M,  Kidder,  and  William  Miller  ; highway  commissioners, 
|ohn  Beach,  Aaron  Childs,  and  Reuben  Reynolds  ; over- 
seers of  poor,  Jacob  Townsend  and  Arthur  Gray  ; school 
<-ommissioners,  Joshua  Fairbanks,  William  Miller,  and, 
Rufus  Spalding;  inspectors  of  common  schools,  .\mos 
.M.  Kidder,  Reuben  Reynolds,  and  William  Hotchkiss  ; 
constable  and  collector,  Eleazor  Daggett  ; sealer  of  { 
weights  and  measures,  .Amos  S.  Tryon  ; and  eleven 
overseers  of  highways,  one  for  each  of  the  eleven  road 
districts  into  which  the  town  was  divided  at  that  meeting. 

It  was  voted  that  hogs  should  “ be  free  commoners 
when  hampered  with  good  and  sufficient  yokes  ; ” that 
“ the  sum  of  five  dollars  be  paid  for  each  bear  scalp 
taken  in  the  town,”  and  that  “the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars  be  raised  for  road  money,  and  seventy-five  for 
poor  money.”  The  present  supervisor  and  town  clerk 
are  William  P.  Mentz  and  Thomas  P.  Scovell. 

SUPERVISORS. 

Rufus  Spalding  was  elected  supervisor  April  7th,  1818. 
Benjamin  Barton  was  chosen  at  the  ne.xt  town  meeting, 
and  re-elected  annually  until  1828.  On  one  occasion  he 
resigned,  and  at  special  town  meeting,  February  loth, 
1823,  Nathaniel  Leonard  was  chosen  to  fill  out  the  term. 
Jacob  Townsend  held  the  office  three  successive  year.s, 
being  first  elected  .April  ist,  1828.  Sheldon  C.  Townsend 
was  elected  .April  4th,  1831,  and  Lathrop  Cook  at  the 
next  town  meeting.  .Alexander  Dickerson  served  for  the 
next  eight  terms,  and  Sherburne  B.  Piper  the  succeeding 
four,  being  first  elected  in  .April,  1S42.  Benjamin  Hew- 
itt was  elected  in  1846  and  1S49,  and  Seymour  Scovell  in 
the  intervening  years.  In  1S50  .Arthur  Gray,  jr.,  was 
chosen;  in  1854,  John  L.  Whitman;  1852  and  1853,  .An- 
drew Robinson;  1851,  Leander  K.  Scovell;  1S55,  John 
Robinson;  1856,  Reuben  H.  Boughton;  1857,  1859  and 
1S60,  F'ranklin  Spalding;  185S,  Benjamin  Hewitt;  1861, 
Isaac  C.  Cook,  who  served  the  next  term  also,  there 
l>eing  216  votes  each  for  him  and  Moses  Bairsto  and  no 
election.  'I'he  latter  was  elected  for  the  next  three  terms, 
and  served  a fourth,  there  being  a tie  vote  of  192  each 
for  him  and  Silas  S.  Hopkins  in  1866.  Hopkins  was 
next  electetl,  then  Bairsto.  Sherburne  H.  Pij)er  was 
chosen  at  the  election  of  1869,  and  those  of  the  next  five 
years.  William  J.  .Moss  was  elected  in  1875,  and  has 
been  annually  ie-e!ecu  d since. 

SANBORN  .VND  DICKERSON  V II. EE.  | 

S.VNiioKN  is  a small  but  nourishing  village  in  the  south-  j 
eastern  corner  r)f  I.e'viston.  on  tlie  line  of  t!ie  Central 


railroad,  wltich  crosses  that  part  of  the  town,  it  '.'rin!:':ns 
two  stores,  a hotel,  a grist-mill,  a s.iw-inili,  two  w.t-'.r. 
shops,  twf)  blacksmith,  shops,  a drug  store  and  other  1.  -- 
iness  buildings,  inc'uding  a cheese  factory,  a warehouse 
and  the  depot.  The  first  settler  there  was  Seth  Lyon, 
who  took  uj)  lot  33,  in  March,  1826. 

Rev.  FI.  C.  Sanborn  came  in  1846.  He  was  a .Method- 
ist clergyman,  and  had  preached  in  different  parts  of  tiie 
county  for  the  previous  nine  years.  Rev.  Griffin  Smith 
came  into  the  town  in  1863,  and  lived  at  Pekin.  In  1864 
he  .associated  himself  with  Lee  R.  Sanborn,  a son  of  Rev. 
E.  C.  Sanborn,  for  the  [nirchase  of  land  where  the  village 
now  stands.  The  jmrchase  embraced  ninety  acres,  Iving 
on  both  sides  of  the  railroad.  Tlie  following  year  the 
tract  was  divided,  Mr.  Sanborn  retaining  about  thirty-five 
acres,  Rew  Mr.  .Smith  ten,  and  the  balance  being  tlee<.led 
to  Ryan  Muith,  a brother  i;f  the  latter.  The  portion  go- 
ing to  the  .Smiths  was  fenced  in  as  farm  land,  and  Mr. 
Sanborn,  in  pursuance  of  a plan  which  had  been  jire- 
viously  formed,  laid  his  portion  out  into  village  lots  and 
offered  them  for  sale,  John  Dutton  being  the  first  pur- 
chaser. 

Since  that  time  the  village  has  had  a steady  and  a 
healthy  growth.  Lee  R.  Sanborn  built  a saw-mill  in  1854. 
It  was  burned  July  3d,  1861,  and  immediately  rebuilt  on 
a larger  scale.  The  post-office  was  established  between 
1856  and  1858.  The  first  postmaster  was  John  Starr  ; 
the  present  is  Mrs.  E.  S.  G.  Dutton.  Mr.  I.ee  R.  Sanborn 
held  the  office  from  1S61  to  1877.  Sanborn  Union  Hall 
was  erected  in  1865. 

The  .Sanborn  Cheese  Factory  was  built  by  a stock  com- 
pany in  1867.  It  is  a wood  building,  35  by  70  feet,  three 
stories  high,  with  a stone  basement,  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  manufactories  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  the  State, 
having  t\vo  vats,  heated  by  steam,  and  fifteen  screw-power 
presses.  The  basement  is  used  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, the  upper  floors  being  intended  for  curing  rooms. 
E.  W.  Barber,  who  owns  a controlling  interest,  has  man- 
aged the  business  for  the  past  four  years.  In  187O  the 
product  of  the  factory  amounted  to  56,000  pounds  of 
cheese,  and  in  1S77  to  about  45,000  pounds. 

In  1868  Mr.  Sanborn  built  a grist-mill,  about  one  hun- 
dred rods  distant  from  the  steam  saw-mill,  and  for  some 
time  it  was  run  by  a cable  from  the  latter.  It  was  pur- 
chased early  in  1875  by  John  Mower,  who  put  in  a new 
35  horse-power  steam  engine  and  otherwise  improved  it: 
and  being  a man  of  energy  and  perseverance  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a good  reputation  for  die  mid, 
which  has  a large  [latron'age,  there  being  no  other  iniil 
within  a circuit  of  ten  miles. 

I'he  warehouse  on  the  railroad  track  was  erected  by 
Mr.  Sanborn  in  1869.  It  is  now  owned  by  John  iv.uiiv. 

The  M.  E.  church  of  Sanborn  wa.s  organized  !■  .iruary 
8th,  1868.  Rev.  George  Kittenger  was  the  fir-t  pre.i-  her. 
Re\’.  Me'^'fs.  E.  M.  Ifin'k.  1..  F.  FVcite.  R < I • <. 
ll.unmond,  James  Hill  ,ind  ,\.  Craw  h.o  ■ 

I since,  the  latter  being  the  present  p.i>tor.  1 he  i 
edifice  was  completed  in  the  autumn  of  i.'sjg.  at  .1  i.'"t 
S6,ooo.  The  pre  sent  membership  is  eighty  loe. 
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In  the  northeast  portion  of  the  town  is  an  enterprising 
settlement  known  as  DicKf.Ksoxviia.i'.,  which  name  it 
received  in  Iionor  of  Colonel  .\le.Kander  Dickerson,  who 
settled  titere  at  an  early  day  and  ke[)t  a tavern.  The 
settlement  contains  a Metliodist  church,  a school-house, 
a .-.tore  and  post-office,  several  shops  of  different  kinds 
and  a number  of  dwellings. 

Colonel  Dickerson  came  into  the  town  in  iSir,  and 
lived  fora  time  on  the  river  road,  afterward  remosing  to 
Dickersonville.  He  was  born  in  1790,  in  New  Jersey, 
and  died  at  home  October  31st,  1S5S. 

Pkkin  is  situated  at  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  town, 
half  in  Lewiston  and  Iialf  in  Cambria.  A sketch  of  its 
history  and  present  condition  will  be  found  in  the  history 
of  the  town  of  Cambria. 

SEMINARY  OF  OUR  LADY  OF  ANGELS. 

In  1855  Rev.  J.  J.  Lynch,  C.  M.,  present  archbishop 
of  Toronto,  conceived  the  idea  of  erecting,  on  the  shores 
of  Lake  Erie,  an  institution  in  which  the  young  should  be 
carefully  trained,  and  in  which,  also,  those  whose  pur- 
pose it  was  to  study  for  the  Catholic  ministry  might  be 
properly  educated.  Various  causes,  however,  induced 
the  abandonment  of  this  site,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  the  place  whereon  now  stands  the  Seminary  of  Our 
Lady  of  Angels  yas  chosen  instead.  Previous  to  this,  in 
the  same  year,  1S55,  the  Seminary  of  Our  Lady  of  Angels, 
after  having  been  removed  from  its  location  on  Lake 
Erie,  was,  for  a while,  situated  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 
There  Father  Lynch  filled  the  office  of  president,  and 
the  students  were  in  number  but  si.xteen. 

In  Buffalo  the  Seminary  of  Our  Lady  of  Angels  con- 
tinued its  mission  until  May  ist,  1857.  Father  Lynch, 
not  satisfied  with  the  meagre  pecuniary  returns  from  the 
institution  as  then  located,  conceived  the  idea  of  its 
removal  to  the  vicinity  of  Niagara  Falls.  Generous  per- 
sons in  Buffalo  assisted  him  to  the  means  with  which  to 
])urchase  an  old  roadside  inn  that  stood  on  the  highest 
point  of  Mont  Eagle  Ridge,  midway  between  Suspension 
Bridge  and  Lewiston,  which  was  transformed  into  the 
Seminary  of  Our  Lady  of  .Angels,  and  in  May,  1S57, 
twenty  students  entered  its  walls.  Father  Lynch  being 
the  first  president.  In  the  government  of  the  institution 
there  were  associated  Fallier  Monaghan,  who  died  about 
one  year  ago,  and  Father  Smith,  at  [>resent  in  New 
Orleans,  La. 

Yearly  the  number  of  students  increased,  and  on  the 
20th  of  A|>ril,  1863,  a charter  was  obtained,  d'he  power  i 
of  conferring  degrees  was  granted  by  the  Legislature. 
About  this  time,  or  [irior  to  it.  Rev.  R.  Iv  V.  Rice,  C.  M., 
assumed  the  management.  He  had  already,  in  various 
cajiacities,  gi\  en  e\  idence  of  possessing  marked  ability. 

His  [iredecessors  in  the  office  were,  besitles  Father  l.vnch 
in  the  meantime  elevated  tej  the  ei'iscopacy  , Fath.ers 
Reilly.  .Asnuilh,  ,md  Smith.  .\  new  era.  of  pro-j’erilv 
sceiiied  to  be  d iwuicig,  when,  on  December  ^th, 
1864,  the  building  was  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  lire. 

In  the  fiames  jierishcd  Tlioinas  Hopkins,  a theological 
.sUitknt  ol  Brooklyn,  N.  V Upon  this  mish  ip  studies 


were  discontinued,  and  the  l ollegi.ins  r'Cturned  to  their 
homes,  .\cti\e  ine.isiires  weia-  inuuediaielv  taken  for  th.e 
builtiing  ot  tile  newly  c!e>igned  •^'•lnltK■.r\ . The  late  Pope 
Pius  IX.  contributed  ,'ki,ooo,  and  gave  the  institution  its 
name. 

-At  the  re-opening  of  studies  in  Se])teinber,  1S65.  one 
hundred  and  littv  names  were  entered  on  the  rolls.  .At 
this  time  only  one  wing  of  the  jiresent  building  was  ready 
t ir  o(  (uqianev,  and  the  insufiicienev  of  accommodation 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  still  further  enlargement.  In 
1866,  a main  building,  214  feet  front,  was  projected,  and 
in  the  following  year  it  was  completed.  In  1869,  another 
I wing  was  added.  During  all  this  time  Fatiier  Rice  offic- 
iated as  president  and  superior,  and  in  the  spring  of  1874 
he  planned  the  erection  of  a college  chapel,  120  by  78 
I feet,  which  is  now  in  jirocess  of  construction. 

; The  faculty,  in  the  spring  of  1878,  comprised  A’cry 
i Rev.  R.  Fh  A'.  Rice,  C.  M.,  [iresident;  Rev.  P.  A'.  Kava- 
nagh,  C.  M.,  vice-president;  Rev.  M.  J.  Kircher,  C.  M., 
j librarian  and  assistant  siqierior;  Rev.  Felix  Guedry,  C. 
.AL;  Rev.  J.  T.  Landry,  C.  M.,  prefect  of  studies;  Rev. 
M.  Cavanaugh,  C.  M.,  treasurer;  Rev.  E.  J.  Lefevre,  C. 
M.,  director  of  seminarians;  Rev.  P.  Carroll,  C.  AL,  Rev. 
J.  J.  A".  Talley,  C.  AL,  assistant  director  of  seminarians; 
Rev.  B.  A'’.  Driscoll,  C.  AL,  prefect  of  discipline;  Rev.  E. 
.AL  Hopkins,  C.  AL;  Rev.  C.  J.  Eckle.s,  C.  AL;  Rev.  N 
Redmond,  C.  AL,  assistant  prefect  of  disci[)!ine;  Rev.  L. 
I.  Aliller. 

In  Alarch,  1878,  owing  to  failing  health.  Father  Rice 
wms  obliged  to  take  a leave  of  absence.  He  died  on  Alon- 
day,  July  29th,  1878,  near  Dublin.  On  his  departure 
Rev.  P.  A".  Kavanagh,  C.  AL,  was  appointed  superior.  .As 
his  assistant  Rev.  AL  J.  Kircher,  C.  AL,  was  delegated. 
L'p  to  the  present,  success  has  attended  the  workings  of 
the  new  administration.  The  college  has  six  literary 
societies,  the  same  number  of  atheletic  associations  and  a 
perfect  gv  mnasium.  The  library  contains  7,000  volumes, 
and  the  laboratory  and  museum  are  complete.  The  aver- 
age number  of  students  since  the  establishment  of  the 
seminary  has  been  one  hundred  and  seventy-five.  The 
students  at  the  college  begun  the  jiublication  of  the 
In.lcy  in  1878.  Its  original  title  was  Xiiv^ara's 
Trihntc,  which  was  changed  to  hiiUw  Xiii^araisis\x\  1874. 
Circulation  95S. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  LEWISTON. 

The  location  of  the  village  was  selected  in  1798.  by 
Jose[)h  Elicott,  at  the  reipiest  of  Simeon  De  Witt,  then 
surveyor-general  of  the  State.  It  was  first  surveyed  into 
lots  by  Joseph  .Annin,  in  1805.  In  1S22  it  was  chartered. 
It  is  situated  on  the  Niagara  river,  at  the  base  of  the 
mountain  ridge,  at  the  hearl  of  navigation  from  Le.ke 
Ontario,  and  on  the  line  of  the  L.ike  Ontario  Shore  di- 
visionof  the  Rome.  Watertown  and  (Agvlensburg  R,.il- 
mad,  ami  th.e  1 ■ N ^ L''  ; . 

New  A’ork  Ce-ntiv!  .m.l  1 1 R.:.  .r  R,:ilr» eui  ' 

it  is  the  teriniiMis.  Two  telegraph  lines  [xiss  tlirougo  the 
illage,  the  Moutre.d  and  the  ’A’estern,  Union.  .A  tl.oly 
line  of  ste.miers  runs  to  Toronti'.  ILimiiton  and  otkm- 
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T.EWISTON  AFTER  THE  W A K— l>Rn[.  }.:ssi()\,\  I,  MEX. 


nj,  on  l-ilwc  Ontario,  tonnecting  with  the  steamers  on 
I,  iwreiue  ami  with  the  regular  passenger  trains  at 
ami  there  is  convenient  communication  with 
,,.,.nor  villages  hy  lines  of  daily  stages. 

I he  principal  business  interests  of  the  village  are  the 
. ! and  grain  trade,  peaches,  apples  and  barley  being 
pnncipal  products  finding  a market  there:  aconsider- 
.’■:c  commerce  in  stone,  which  exists  in  large  ipiantities 
,ri  she  land  at  the  outskirts  of  the  place,  near  the  base  of 
• mountain;  and  the  marketing  of  fish,  which  are  caught 
great  numbers  in  the  river,  by  means  of  nets  and  fish- 
ing machines. 

■J'he  causes  of  education  and  religion  are  in  an 
...l.imed  condition,  there  being  in  the  village  three 
ihiir*  lies  and  a good  public  school.  The  amount  of  the 
ievvi^ton  school  fund  is  ;$5,6oo,  which  is  invested  in 
Imfidsand  mortgages  yielding  §392  interest,  payable  semi- 
.mmiallv,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools  in  the  village  of  Lewiston,  under  the  direc- 
»ion  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Lewiston  school  fund, 
riie  present  commissioners  are  .Messrs.  Kairsto,  Josiah 
I'ryon  and  Oliver  P.  Scovell. 

.\FTER  THE  WAR. 


The  history  of  the  village  from  its  earliest  occupation 
by  white  men  to  its  destruction  by  the  British  and 
Indians,  in  the  winter  of  1813,  has  been  included  in  the 
e.irly  history  of  the  town.  The  only  structures  left 
st.inding  at  the  time  of  the  raid  were  a log  stable  belong- 
ing to  Solomon  Gillet,  and  the  walls  of  the  stefne  house  of 
Jonas  Harrison,' which  he  built  in  1810  and  in  which  he 
lived  at  that  time.  The  inside  was  completely  burned 
out  of  the  building,  and  the  walls  remained  only  because 
they  were  not  combustible.  They  now  form  part  of  a 
house  on  the  north  side  of  Center  street,  owned  by  J. 
Haskell. 

The  village  did  not  grow  very  fast  for  some  time  after 
tlic  war.  The  warehouses  of  the  Portage  Company  were 
rebuilt,  and  transportation  between  Lewiston  and  Schlos- 
ser  resumed,  after  an  interval  of  about  three  or  four 
vears.  Other  bu,siness  enter[)rises  were  resumed  or 
introduced  at  different  times. 

'I'he  following  is  a list  of  the  tavern-keepers  in  the  vil- 
lage after  the  war,  with  the  date  at  which  each  began 
business,  as  nearly  as  can  be  now  ascertained;  Thomas 

Hustler,  who  returned  as  soon  as  safety  permitted;  

Hart,  1816;  Josiah  Shepard,  op[)Osite  tlie  present  brick 
''tore  of  S.  P>airsto  X Co.,  1817;  Sol  Hersev,  1823; 
S.umiel  Chubbiick,  at  the  river  side,  1824.  and  Thoina^ 
KeUey,  in  the  “ Kelsey  'ravern,"  in  the  same  year;  the 
1 runtier  House,  built  by  Benjamin  and  Samuel  Barton, 
•ipened  in  1826;  .\merican  Hotel,  at  the  bo.it  landing, 
built  by  X.  Cornell,  and  opem.-d  .about  1850;  I'lxi.hange 
Ibuel,  by  J.  i'.  Beardsley,  1805.  The  merchants  were: 
bi-'hu.i  Fairbanks,  who  returned;  .\mo^  S.  IVv'iu.  iSiq; 
Sol  liersey.  and  Crosier  X P.iri>h.  1816:  l-'airbank'.  X 
I'homjjson,  1817;  Calvin  Hotchki'-s,  tSi,8;  I'ownsend. 
Bronson  X Co..  1810;  John  Wvner,  druggist,  1820;  X. 
1 ryon  X k'0.,1823;  .Norton  rieb'.)nt  .uul  L.  X .\. Woodruff, 
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1825;  Joseph  .\.  Norton,  1S26;  AVilliam  Hotchki'-.  F I 
Hotchkiss  and  Cuy  Reynolds,  about  1830;  {-fugh.  l va/,,r 
[838.  .Miscellaneous:  'Bailor,  josinh '1‘ryon,  1823;  Ma-  k- 
smiths,  Harvey  Shepard,  i8i7ori8iS;  Leonard  S)iep:ird. 
1823;  .\ Ifred  Twy,  about  1835;  tanner,  Samuel  Mackliu. 

[820;  butcher, Balmer,  rSi6.  Benjamin  Barton  w.ts 

one  of  the  earliest,  if  not  the  hrst  postmaster. 

PHYSICIANS  AND  ATTORNEV.S,  PAST  A.VD  i’KKSEN  P. 

'Bhe  first  physician  was  F)r.  .Vlvord.  He  wac  in  the 
settlement  when  Dr.  M'illard  Smith  came,  in  1810.  They 
became  partners,  which  relation  was  continued  until  the 
death  of  Dr.  .\lvord,  at  the  time  of  the  invasion,  .\fter 
the  war  Dr.  Smith  came  back  and  carried  on  tne  iir.'.c- 
tice,  having  been  an  army  surgeon  during  the  struggle,  lyv 
appointment  of  the  governor.  .\t  the  time  of  the  battle 
of  Queenston,  many  wounded  soldiers  were  brought  acr.i-,> 
the  river  to  him  for  surgical  treatment.  His  ride  wa.-'  .1 
very  long  one,  extending,  when  he  was  summoned  to  coun- 
sel with  other  jihysicians,  to  Bluffalo  and  Batavia,  and 
to  points  remote  from  the  river  in  Canada.  He  died  ir. 
1835- 

Dr.  Frisbee  came  next  after  Dr.  Smith,  and  they  were 
partners.  Dr.  Hill  came  to  the  village  ipiite  early,  ami 
removed  to  Detroit  in  1834.  Dr.  William  McCoilu’vi 
came  from  Porter  in  1834,  and  entered  into  partnershii) 
with  Dr.  Smith,  continuing  the  ride  after  'he  death  of 
the  latter,  and  removed  to  Lockport  about  1843.  Dr. 
.Ambrose  Thomas,  who  was  the  pioneer  practitioner  a: 
Xiagara  Falls,  took  up  his  residence  in  Lewiston  about 
1837  or  1838.  and  remained  till  1854  or  1855.  In  1 843 
Dr.  George  P.  Eddy,  sen.,  came.  He  subsequently  r-.:- 
moved  to  Xiagara  Falls,  where  h.edied  in  the  fall  of  1877. 
.About  1854  Dr.  Cole  came.  L>r.  Whittaker  was  a {uartr.er 
of  his.  They  both  went  to  Buffalo  aliout  iSTf.  iith-.r 
physicians  who  have  practiced  at  Lewiston  in  the  p.i't 
were  Doctors  Coon,  Cresswell,  A\’alch  and  Graves.  Tiiere 
were  still  others,  whose  names  cannot  now  be  entamed. 

There  are  three  pihysicians  in  the  village  at  tkie  oresent 
time.  'Bhey  are  l.)r.  FIdward  Smith,  a son  cu  Wili.irdi 
Smith,  a student  with  Dr.  McCollum  and  ihe  oh!e''. 
resident  pr.actitioner;  Dr.  George  P.  Eddy,  jr.,  a n 'U. 
the  late  Dr.  George  P.  Eddy,  and  Dr.  Milton  Robin'"!', 
a son  of  lohn  Robinson,  an  early  luoneer  in  t’.e  tc\.n. 

The  first  attorney  in  the  place  was  Jonas  Harr:'  ". 
who  came  before  the  war.  Judge  William  Hot-'''':" 
settled  in  the  year  i8ro,  and  remained  till  his  de.itii  a.' 
1848.  Bates  Cook  is  said  to  have  been  a 'tudent  , 
Jonas  FI.rrris(an.  Zina  Calvin  was  at  the  tiuu  ' 
partner  of  ludge  Hotchkiss.  Hon.  Sherburn^  B.  ' 

a n.uive  of  Xew  Hampshire.  ;U  this  time  tire  on'y  ^ 

in  the  village,  c.inie  to  Lewiston  in  .833  .md  '-.as 
resident  since,  .\mong  other  lawyer'  who  have  ] r..  : ' . 
in  the  place  at  different  times  wore  I lulge  Bir>.  1 • 

H.  B.ih.e.  I.'-'U.ird  Bciii’ett.  "'iin  I’errv  : - : ’ 

Horatio  Si"  v.  for  'ome  \e.tr>  i ; 11-:  • : ■:  ■ 

afterwards  i e>  order  ol  the  city  m lia '.i.ilo.  . 8 

D.ivis.  of  New  York,  and  tho  poet  S;'i.\e  we"e  • 
times  law  students  in  Lewiston. 
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HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NKW  YORK. 


I 


SCHOOLS. 

One  of  the  first  enterprises  in  which  the  citizens  of  the 
village  engaged  after  peace  was  declared  was  the  erection 
of  a stone  school-house,  a work  for  which  some  |)rcpara- 
tion  had  been  made  before  the  war.  It  was  linished  and 
a school  opened  in  it  by  a man  named  Jonas  Chamber- 
lain  in  1816.  It  stood  inside  of  the  plat  now  known  as 
the  “academy  S([uare.”  The  present  commodious 
school  building  was  erected  about  1844  or  1845,  to  re- 
place an  old  brick  school-house,  which  had  been  erected 
on  the  present  public  school  lot,  to  supersede  the  stone 
one  finished  after  the  war. 

The  Lewiston  Academy  was  incorporated  .\|)ril  17th, 
1828.  The  building  committee  consisted  of  Benjamin 
Barton,  William  Hotchkiss,  David  M.  Smith  and  Robert 
Fleming,  and  through  their  efforts  the  building  was  com- 
pleted some  time  during  the  year  of  incorporation.  The 
proceeds  of  the  ferry  had  been  appropriated  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance  of  the  school,  by  an  act  of 
Legislature  in  April,  1826.  The  first  principal  is  said  to 
have  been  Rev.  David  M.  Smith.  The  following  named 
gentlemen,  among  others,  afterward  had  charge  of  the 
institution;  Jacob  H.  Quimby,  Sullivan  Caverno,  Sher- 
burne B.  Filter,  Moses  H.  Fitts,  Rev.  Robert  G.  Mc- 
Gonegal,  Seymour  B.  Phelps  and  a Mr.  Close.  The 
school  enjoyed  a successful  career  for  a number  of  years. 
It  received  it  first  serions  blow  at  the  time  of  the  Navy 
Island  war,  many  pupds  having  come  from  Canada,  who 
were  now  withdrawn  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties 
growing  out  of  that  affair.  After  that  date  it  had  a fitful 
e.xistence  for  quite  a length  of  time.  But  its  last  finan- 
cial dependence  was  cut  off  by  the  discontinuance  of  the 
ferry  in  1851,  in  consequence  of  the  erection  of  the  ill- 
fated  suspension  bridge,  and  it  was  finally  abandoned  as 
an  academy. 

MEANS  OF  COMMUNICATION. 

From  the  year  1832,  when  the  steamer  “United  States” 
came  out,  the  number  of  vessels  multiplied  and  steam- 
boat business  increased,  with  an  advantageous  influence 
on  the  general  prosperity  of  the  village  and  surrounding 
country,  creating  a market  for  wood  and  agricultural 
]>roducts. 

Previous  to  the  completion  of  the  Lockport  and  Nia- 
gara Falls  Railroad,  in  1836,  the  only  mode  of  travel  to 
and  from  Lewiston,  in  connection  with  the  few  steam- 
boats that  were  running  on  the  river  before  that  time,  was 
by  stage.  'Fhe  business  of  staging  was  inaugurated  here 
in  1S16,  when  a line  was  established  over  the  ridge 
between  Rochester  and  Lewiston.  It  is  said  that  as 
many  as  eight  stages  arriveil  at  Lewiston  daily.  'Fhev 
were  heavy,  old-fashioned  vehicles,  drawn  byfot;r  hur^e». 
The  business  often  changed  luinds,  and  there  were,  at 
various  times,  a number  of  stage  proprietors.  Among 
tliem  was  Samuel  barton,  who  bought  of  Jeremiah  .Slier- 
wood  stage  routes,  with  all  farilities  for  carrying  on  the 
business,  between  Lewiston  and  Gaines,  connecting  witli 
the  Rochester  stages,  and  between  Lew  iston  and  Niagara 
Falls,  to  connect  with  those  from  buffalo.  Fhis  business 


i Barton  controlled  tiil  1833.  w iien  he  disposed  of  it  to  F. 

I S.  Butler  ; and  after  that  it  several  times  changed  hands, 
i until  the  business  was  replaced  by  railway  facilities. 

I The  first  survey  for  the  Lewiston  and  Junction  horse 
' railroad,  to  connect  with  the  Lockport  and  Niagara  Falls 
railroad,  was  made  in  1835,  and  its  construction  was  be- 
gun soon  afterward.  'Fhe  company,  which  was  known  a-> 
the  Lewiston  Railroad  Company,  embraced*  among  it> 
members  the  following  gentlemen,  who  were  it-,  im  orp-j- 
ra'^ors  : Bates  Cook,  Jacob  'Fownsend.  Oliver  Grate, 

Leonard  Shepluird,  Joshua  Fairbanks,  Calvin  Hotciikis-. 
j -\mos  S.  'Fryon,  Seymour  Scovell,  Benjamin  Barton,  and 
Lathrop  Cook. 

1 Leaving  the  river  bank  at  the  steamboat  landing,  on 
; the  site  of  the  American  Hotel,  the  road  followed  the 
I course  of  the  river  to  a point  a little  above  Tuscarora 

I street,  where  it  turned,  crossing  that  street  again,  and 

thence  up  Fourth  street  to  Center,  which  it  followed  to 
I its  intersection  with  Portage,from  which  place  it  crossed 
! the  farms  now  owned  by  Michael  Burke,  L.  K.  Scovell, 
Mrs.  I.  C.  Cook,  L.  \V.  FIull  and  the  Miller  place,  the 

I 

junction  being  on  the  farm  of  Robert  Cleghorn,  about 
I two  and  a half  miles  from  the  landing.  The  circuitous 
route  was  chosen  to  avoid  high  ground.  It  was  finished 
some  time  in  the  early  part  of  1837,  and  business  begun 
June  14th  of  that  year.  According  to  a report  made  to 
’ the  Secretary  of  State  March  15th,  1S3S,  as  certified  to 
by  Bates  Cooke,  the  cost  of  the  road  and  its  outfit  was 
! $27,023.04. 

The  cars  w’ere  odd-shaped  affairs,  being  open  at  the 
sides,  and  some  of  them  having  a structure  on  top,  some- 
what smaller  than  the  roof  and  presenting  the  apjiearance 
of  small  observatories,  for  the  accommodation  of  such 
jtassengers  as  desired  a good  view  of  the  village  in  pass- 
ing through  from  the  landing  to  the  junction,  or  rfiv  vcrsci. 
Two  or  three  horses,  driven  tandem,  would  draw  the  cars 
up  singly,  and  they  were  allowed  to  run  down  under  con- 
trol of  the  brakes  in  trains  of  two  or  three.  At  times  e\- 
i cursion  parties  would  call  more  cars  into  reipiisition.  as 
many  as  ten  or  twelve  being  empU/ved,  and  the  trains,  on 
; such  occasions,  are  said  to  have  presented  a pleasing 
I sight,  loaded  with  merrymakers,  the  clatter  of  the  wheels 
1 almost  drowned  by  the  music  of  a band,  which  was  invari- 
j ably  placed  on  the  front  car. 

About  1851.  when  the  Rochester  and  Niagara  Fails 
I Railroad  was  built,  the  charter  of  the  horse  railroad  was 

' sold  to  the  buffalo  ami  Niagara  Falls  Raiffioad  Company. 

the  road  being  no  longer  necessary  to  the  convenience  of 
I the  public.  In  1850  it  was  lea.-ed  to  .Messrs,  bouton. 

I Hotchkiss  N Ways,  who  operated  it  until  its  abandonment. 

* From  April  ist  to  December  ist,  1S50.  46,493  passengers 
went  over  the  road,  .\bout  one-fouth  of  this  number 
were  emigrants,  and  three-fouiths  of  the  others  were 
southern  travelers  going  from  Niagara  Falls  to  Montreal 
and  back.  'Fhe  ur.ule  (M  the  " .'Id  '■  -se  raibs,;  i,'  ; . 

now  referred,  to,  is  ^tiii  to  l.e  seen  m many  p'  '•  e-. 

'Fhe  construction  of  the  Lewiston  and  'Jneeuston  srs- 
pension  lirit'ge  vva.s  begun  in  1S49,  under  direction  of  tl.e 
I Lewiston  Sus[)ension  bridge  Company  .ind  the 
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ton  Suspension  {’ridge  Company.  The  first  board  of 
directors  of  the  Lewiston  company  were  : James  \'an 
Cleve,  president,  and  Jose[)h  K.  ^\’ays,  C'alvm  Hotchkiss, 
Seymour  3co\  eI],  ami  \\'illiam  Fitch,  directors.  F.  V.  A. 
Hotchkiss  was  secretary^  and  treasurer.  The  engineer 
having  charge  of  the  work  was  Kdward  W.  Serrell.  Tire 
structure  was  comjdeted  at  a cost  of  $56,000,  and  opened 
for  business  in  the  spring  of  1851.  The  distance  between 
the  towers  was  1,042  feet,  and  the  length  of  the  carriage- 
way 850  feet,  there  being  five  cables  on  each  side.  'Flie 
guys  having  some  of  them  been  removed  to  admit  the 
passage  vrf  ir  e,  tire  bridge  was  weakened  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  in  January,  1864,  the  woodwork  of  the  carriage 
and  foot  ways  was  destroyed  by  a storm.  During  the 
day  upon  which  this  occurred’  a boy,  whose  jiarents 
resided  in  Canada,  but  who  was  at  work  in  Lewiston, 
went  over  to  Cariada  on  a short  visit  to  his  parents. 
Jur>t  before  t!ie  bridge  was  destroyed,  the  boy  pro[iosed 
starting  for  his  j)l.:ice  in  Lewiston.  Flis  father  was  to 
accompany  him,  and  as  they  reached  the  laridge  it  was 
swinging  to  and  fro  over  the  foaming  waters.  The  boy 
hesitated  a moment,  but  as  this  motion  of  the  bridge  was 
not  unusual,  they  stepped  upon  the  bridge  and  proceeded 
to  cross.  When  they  had  reached  the  middle  of  the 
bridge,  its  motion  rapidly  increased,  which  caused  tliem 
to  fear  for  their  safety  ; when  the  father  turned  around 
and  the  boy  went  ahead,  both  running  at  the  top  of  their 
speed  for  the  shores.  They  had  just  time  to  reach  them, 
when  the  noble  structure  was  borne  down  by  the  severe 
gale.  The  wmnt  of  this  important  work  seriously  affects 
the  business  of  Levviston  and  the  surrounding  country, 
and  it  is  said  that  the  delay  in  making  the  necessary  re- 
pairs has  been  caused  by  lack  of  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  the.  Canadian  company  ; but  at  the  jiresent  time  nego- 
tiations are  in  progress  looking  to  its  reconstruction  at 
no  distant  day. 

1!US1\ESS  F.NTERl’klSES. 

The  period  beginning  about  1S45  ending  twenty 
years  later  seems  to  liave  been  prolific  of  enterprisind 
projects  for  the  adv.rncement  of  the  business  prosperity 
of  the  village.  In  the  year  TS51  the  Legislature  granted 
a charter  for  the  construction  of  the  ‘‘  I.ewiston  Water 
Works,”  having  reference  to  a small  canal  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  water  from  the  Niagara  river  above  the  falls 
to  a convenient  }-oint  on  the  brow  of  the  mountain  ne.ar 
Lewiston,  for  the  purpose-,  of  manufacture,  d'he  canal 
was  to  have  been  twelve  feet  wide  and  four  feet  dee[>, 
having  a current  of  live  miles  an  hour,  and  a fall  of  two 
hundred /eet  at  Lewiston.  M r.  Li.u  kwell,  a competent 
engineer,  was  emjiloved  to  make  surveys,  having  com- 
pleted which  he  offered  to  construct  the  works  for  ,$175,- 
000.  Money  being  dear  at  that  time,  such  a sum  coukl 
not  be  easily  raised  by  the  citizens  of  the  village,  and  the 
project  failed. 

dhe  business  men  and  residents  of  Lewiston  were 
active  in  all  attempts  to  secure  the  construction  of  the 
Niagara  .Ship  t .mal,  am!  to  tliem  is  lo  be  .iscribcd  tiie 
credit  oi  projecting  ,uul  pusliing  forward  nioic  than  one 


of  the  numerous  efforts  wiiich  have  failed  for  one  reas.nn 
or  .another  in  the  past;  and  there  are  some  among  their 
number  who  still  predict  the  ultimate  consummation  of 
this  sp.lendid  scheme,  to  the  incalculable  benefit  of — not 
I i.ewiston,  simply — but  the  whole  frontier,  with  a f.ar- 
! rcacliing  commercial  intiuence,  that  will  be  felt  in  ail  parts 
of  the  L'nion. 

In  1824  an  .association  of  gentlemen  built  a large  stone 
steam-iiower  grist-mill  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  the  foot 
of  Center  street.  It  had  only  been  com[)leted  and  in  suc- 
cesstul  operation  about  a year  when  it  was  accidentally 
burned.  A water-[)ower  grist-mill  was  afterwards  erected 
on  the  river  bank  between  the  steamboat  landing  and  the 
suspension  bridge,  which  was  carried  away  by  an  ice  tlooU 
in  1844. 

DAM.VGE  BY  HRF,  AND  FLOOD. 

'I'here  have  been  several  fires  in  the  village  which  dh! 
more' or  less  damage  to  property,  one  of  the  first  notable 
ones  being  the  destruction  of  the  steam  flouring  mill  in 
1826.  Theinost  sweeping  fire  occurred  about  1S67,  burn- 
ing the  Lewiston  Hotel,  where  it  originated,  and  all  of  tlv; 
buildings  between  that  point  and  the  tunnel  on  the 
railroad,  including  the  cabinet  sho[)  and  dwelling  of 
Lemuel  Cook,  on  the  west  side  of  the  hotel,  and  the 
dwellings  beyond.  One  man  was  burned  to  death.  .-V 
fire  company,  with  a hand  engine,  was  organized  about 
1838  or  1839,  which  went  out  of  existence  after  a time. 

Much  property  has  been  destroyed  by  the  ice  at  differ- 
ent times.  The  first  ice  flood  doing  any  considerable- 
damage  since  the  vvar,  occurred  in  1S19.  In  1S44  there 
was  another  very  destructive  ice  jam,  which,  like  others 
that  preceded  it,  did  much  to  injure  the  jirosj.'eritv  of  the 
place  by  the  taking  away  of  warehouses,  wharves  and 
other  property.  The  water-jiower  grist-mill  on  the  bank 
below  the  ferry  was  swept  away  at  that  time. 

SOCIFTIFS  OF  LEWISTON. 

'hhe  first  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in 
Niagara  county  was  instituted  at  Lewiston,  August  8tli. 
1822,  under  the  name  of  Niagara  Lodge,  No.  345.  'A’d- 

liam  King  was  the  first  master,  and  Oliver  Grace  the  fir-t 
secretary.  The  successive  masters  were  chosen  as  fol- 
lows : December  iith,  1S23,  Joli'i  A.  M'ebber;  December 
2d,  1824,  Timothy  Shaw;  December  14th,  1S26.  Gusl.ivus 
N.  Lope.  At  a communication  held  Fob.’-uary  2oih.. 
1S23,  It  was  ” resolved  unanimously  that  the  i>etltion  cf 
the  brethren  of  the  village  of  Lockport  for  a charter  of  .1 
lodge  to  be  held  at  that  place,  be  recommended  to  :I  c 
Gr.ind  Lodge  of  the  .'^tate."  'I'liere  is  no  record  of  ar.v 
meeting  of  this  lodge  after  May  loth.  1827. 

Lewiston  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  132,  met  I'or  the  fr-t 
time  Ajiril  5th.  1S48.  Caleb  \V.  Raymond  wa>  tlte  dnC:- 
n;d  master,  laiiies  H.  I’aige  being  seeretarv.  1.  I’,  ih.ird-- 
I le)  was  master  m 1849,  Thomas  in  1850.  .V.  Lyon  ■\ 
1851,  and  J.  r.  lieardsley  in  1S52  and  1S53.  Tins 
; was  removed  to  Ni.igara  l-’alls  in  1853,  and  tl'.e  n.;:.’,. 

I ch.inged  li..  .Ni.'.gar.i  Lnvilier  Lodge.  .No.  1 3,2 

■ Sae  H’ls.i  l.otige.  N(>.  256,  1.  (.).  O.  F.,  of  lawi-i  a 


1 - V,  ,1  |i,i 
- ih  .V  mM 
irrutii 


i.  u-irt  »<1T  no?^ii«)*v2  ««* 

>i,il  •.:  :-,->  ,?v  ' :>f  bf/H  ,7/{iD 

^ I.'!”*'  ' I 

' '■'  ''  ■’  ‘jirjri  i‘>j  jf.> 

''  ^ ‘ ^ '■  r |.  1 - 'it' 'T  -'' 

''  ■•■•■'  • W)  '.->lvl*  ,;i,v/  •jtyj;>otJ| 

■'  ''"'  i '.'.  I ) ^-  < ( tt{,  -xh  ■!  1«S1 

■ ’ * "■'■  .,  . » i-'-««fkj  aHi  ' 

■'  ■'  IHl  .)■»■.’  ' 

!■■  j'* : ; I II It-'.  ■ iijvi  • ^ 

y _.:i 

,■  -,  ik'  (i_;  :t.\.  1‘  : .-  ■ 

' • :'. /f  - ;''u]  'jiTfi 

-■  'I  *.  V,.,, 


''0  -i  " ! 

•■}  ''b  .-»•  ’ :*Ht  " 

■',  ' ■ ■ t'  '■■  -‘finirt  ' 


J f f 


•V  S 


f 


‘ -J  I*.-- 


• '.<  : • j - . *•  . 


. .s'  , , 


, • ~ ^ ,r 


• IM  ' < 


.'iJ 


•f.  . 


*1 


• » . . .. 

^ ■ t - ' fn 


;i‘  '■  f ''i-j  I.  • •■■■  ' -f 

-■  V ‘ H ^ 
i"  ,vji  > . ■rfi'i 

I,  I . -, 

■ i ^ 4- 

,-.i'  j '.-.I, 

v;,-''v  jVi'  ..,tai.; 

I . ,r  •'  . 

• ■:■  u-'"  y^r  • ■ 

...  , J 

-'•'  '■■  ' I."  i>-/  I 

"'  ' **■  Vj(  -■ . ir:i'‘ 

. y f 

-M  i" 


, V 


262 


HISTORY  OF  XIAOARA  COUNTY,  NFAV  Yf^RK. 


organized  November  19th,  1846,  with  the  following  cluirter 
members  : R,  H.  Houghton,  S.  B.  Piper,  S.  P.  Babcock,  O. 
Grace,  J.  E.  Wavs,  M.  Randall,  I,.  K.  Scovell,  J.  I),  Byrne^ 
and  Elias  Ettenheimer.  'I’he  officers  were  S.  B.  Piper, 
N.  G.;  R.  H.  Boughton,  Y.  G.;  M.  Randall,  secretary.  'I’he 
lodge  ceased  to  exist  September  24th,  •«57-  It  was  re- 
instated March  27th,  1S72,  as  Sacarisa  Lodge,  No.  307, 

I.  O.  O.  E.,  with  L.  K.  Scovell,  M.  H.  Bacon,  B.  Cornell, 

J.  E,  Ways  and  M.  Robinson  as  charter  members.  The 
first  officers  were  _L.  K.  Scovell,  N.  G.;  M.  II.  Bacon, 
V.  G.;  B.  Cornell,  secretary.  The  present  officers  are  : 
N.  G.,  James  Buckley;  Y.  G.,  H.  M.  Smith;  secretary,  J. 
H.  Childs.  The  regular  sessions  of  the  lodge  are  held 
every  Thursday  evening  in  Hewitt’s  block,  the  present 
membership  being  fifty-six.  Lewiston  also  has  a fiour- 
ishing  lodge  of  the  .\ncient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

CHURCH  HISTCtRY. 

The  First  Religious  Society  of  Lewiston  was  formed 
June  1 2th,  1817.  The  trustees  were;  Erastus  Park, 
Josiah  Shepard,  Aaron  Childs,  Augustus  Porter,  Rufus 
Spalding,  Fdijah  Pvansom  and  Benjamin  Barton.  A meet- 
ing was  held  June  25th,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  of- 
ficers of  the  society,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Amos  S.  'Fryon  as  clerk;  Bates  Cook  as  treasurer,  and 
Lathrop  Cook  as  collector. 

The  name  of  the  organization  was  afterwards  amended 
to  be  the  First  Presbyterian  .Society  of  Lewiston.  The 
first  minister  was  Rev.  Dav  id  M.  Smith,  who  was  called 
to  the  charge  August  25th,  1817.  He  resigned  in  1S21, 
and  afterwards  preached  occasionally  in  the  school- 
house.  'Phe  first  piastor  was  Rev.  Joel  Byington.  The 
names  of  those  who  have  been  in  charge  since,  either  as 
supplies  or  regular  installed  pastors,  are  as  follows:  Rev. 

N.  W.  Fisher,  Rev.  Ingalls,  Rev.  Rees  C.  Flvans, 

Rev.  N.  Bull,  Rev.  A.  .McCall,  Rev.  N.  S.  Allen,  Rev. 
Joshua  Cook,  Rev.  Charles  Marvin,  Rev.  S.  'P.  Street  and 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Odell,  the  present  jiastor. 

Between  1S26  and  1S35  a building  known  as  “the  stone 
church  ’’  was  erected  by  the  society,  which  is  in  excellent 
condition  to-day,  being  in  good  rej>air  and  seating  about 
three  hundred  people.  'Phe  church  was  re-organized  in 
1854.  'Phe  present  membershi[)  is  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine,  with  a large  Sunday-school. 

As  early  as  1822  th.ere  was  a desire  oi'.  the  part  of  some 
residents  of  the  village  to  form  a L’niversalist  society,  but 
there  being  few  of  that  belief  there,  no  organization  was 
effected  until  a later  dav,  when  a church  was  erected  and 
regular  serv  ices  held  for  several  vears. 

St.  Paul’s  I’rote.^tai'.t  Flj)iscop.d  CJhurch  was  organized 
January  16th,  1832,  the  ap[>lic.ints  for  organization  being 
Rev.  John  M.  Robertson.  Jonath.in  Bell  and  Joim  E. 
Lasher.  'Phe  fir-vl  wardens  were  A>ahel  I.yonsand  < )liver 
(L'ace,  and  the  firr.t  v estrv  men  Samuel  Barton,  (leorge  W’. 
Sb.ockey,  ( )bed  Smith,  George  W.  llawlev,  ( ),  llill,  H. 
L.  P'r.tnkhn,  ( ittv  Reynohls  and  llor.ttio  J.  .Stow. 

StejfS  vv ere  imntedialely  t.tkeii  toward  the  creation  of  a 
chureh,  which  w ,i>  ( ()t’U(ileted  in  1835,  eosting,  w ith  a fine 
organ,  .S3. 003.  I'iie  fir^t  rector  was  Rev  . John  .M . Rob- 


, ertson.  I'hose  who  have  succeeded  him  in  the  charge  of 
the  jiarish  have  been  as  follows:  Rev.  Samuel  McBtirney. 

! Rev.  Rttfus  Mttrray,  Rev.  ,\mos  C. 'I'readway,  Rev.  L. 

! Russ,  Rev.  Israel  Foote,  Rev. .Stevens.  Rev.  I.  H. 

i Plavens,  Rev.  R.  O.  Page,  Rev.  G.  M.  Skinner,  Rev.  ■-  - 

1 North,  Rev.  Mtieilerand  Rev.  George  Pine.  During 

vacancies,  which  have  occurred  from  time  to  time,  the 
church  has  been  supplied  with  rectors  from  De  \'eaux 
College. 

'Phere  is  a Sunday-school  connected  vvith  the  church, 
the  rector  in  charge  being  the  superintendent. 

I The  wardens  at  the  ])resent  time  are  Alexander  Miller 
; and  L.  K.  Scovell.  'Phe  vestrymen  are:  J.  F..  Ways.  A. 

] S.  Baristo,  M.  Robinson,  A.  H.  Miller,  L.  W.  Hull. 
'Phomas  Lyons,  George  E.  Hotchkiss  and  C.  J.  Plooker. 
'Phe  present  membership  is  about  fifty. 

There  is  a Catholic  society  at  Lewiston,  having  a c’najiel 
and  a resident  pastor.  'Phe  charge  is  connected  with 
that  at  Youngstown. 

CIVIL  HISTORY. 

Lewiston  village  was  incorporated  April  iSth,  1843. 
following  being  a copy  of  the  act  : 

“The  district  of  country  in  the  county  of  Niagara 
comprised  within  the  town  of  Lewiston  and  bounded  a^ 
follows;  Bounded  on  the  north  by  lot  number  twenty  of 
the  Niagara  tract;  on  the  east  by  lots  number  forty-one 
and  forty-two,  township  fourteen,  ninth  range,  of  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company’s  land;  on  the  south  by  lot  number 
twenty  of  the  Niagara  tract;  and  on  the  west  by  the  wes- 
tern limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
shall  hereafter  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Lewiston,  and  the  inhabitants  residing  therein 
shall  be  a corporation  by  the  name  of  the  village  of  Lew- 
iston. 

“'Phe  said  village  shall  be  divided  into  two  wards,  as 
follows  : That  part  which  lies  east  of  the  middle  of  Fifih 
street  shall  be  the  first  ward,  and  that  j.art  which  lies 
west  of  the  middle  of  P'ifth  street  shall  be  the  second 
ward.’’ 

'Phe  first  village  election  was  held  on  the  second  d.'.y 
of  May,  1843,  at  the  collector'^,  office,  at  which  the  ful- 
lowing  persons  were  chosen  officers  for  the  ensuing  year; 

President,  W'illiam  Hotchkiss;  clerk,  Jonathan  Bell: 
collector,  George  M’.  Shockey;  treasurw,  Carlton  Bart- 
lett; constable,  John  'P.  Beardsley;  t.Tistccs,  Lathrop 
i Cook,  Fb  .\.  .kdams,  R.  II.  Boughton,  N.  Cornell, 
i 'Phe  president  and  board  of  trustees  at  the  jire-ent 
' time  are  as  follows  : Benjamin  Cornell,  president:  Phomas 

; P.  Scovell.  clerk;  J.  K.  Vv'hitman  and  'Phomas  Phelan. 

I trustees  of  the  first  ward:  John  Fleming  and  James  H 
j Kelly,  trustees  of  the  second  ward. 

.MISC  KI.L.VN'V. 

'Phe  v illage  of  Lewiston  was  the  j'lnce  where  the  tir't 
; o.iurt  was  held  in  Ni  .e-taa  co”. :Vl\ ; ...  I it  vv „t  ■ ; .. 

i stronglv  advoi.U'v!  as  iliv  n'-r,;  i'e,iin,  Fu  ’i  n ‘ t ti  . 
countv  seat,  which  w.is  lin.tll)  located  at  l.oi  kport. 

"Phree  newsp.ipers  h.tve  been  ptibhshet!  in  the  pla<  e .it 
(liff'TeiU  times.  The  first,  T/.'.'  ,t  /),  a \\\  - 
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in  iS2i  !)>•  Penjamin  Ferguson.  In  the  fol-  I 
B '•  Ne.ir  it  was  removed  to  I.ochport,  where  it  was  : 

■ M»  irdi  |uibiishtd  as  The  Luckport  Ohsenatory.  1 he  I 
- mI  nuinher  of  The  Lexciston  Sentinel  was  issued  by 
(■.  uo  !>•  D.ilv,  September  20th.  1S22.  It  passed  into 
• *;e  lunds  of  Oliver  (jr.ice  in  the  following  April,  and  was 
,»  '.rtl  bv  him  for  two  or  three  years.  The  Lexciston 
Ti  :e  ' rttph  d/ni  Ship  CtnuiL  Advoeiite  was  established  in  the 
. . of  iSg7,  and  had  a short  existence,  under  the 
• jc  of  Mv-'-rs.  Harrison  Mack. 

I iic  p.irt  will'  ll  the  town  and  village  took  in  the  late 
: . bam  was  i rediuble  alike  to  the  patriotism  and  the 
. of  their  citizens.  The  exposed  position  of  the 

»A  _c  on  the  troniicr  gave  rise  to  many  apprehensions  of  1 
raid  from  Canada  during  the  war,  but  no  difficulty  was 
. \j  ..rieiiced  from  that  source. 

The  ]Jort  of  entry  of  the  customs  district  of  Niagara 
tt.is  removed  from  Fort  Niagara  to  Lewiston  iniSii, 

.md  from  Lewiston  to  Suspension  Bridge  in  1863. 

PROMINENT  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

Edgar  W.  Barbei",  merchant  and  cheese  manufacturer, 

Sanborn,  vvas  born  in  Lewiston  August  iith,  1S47. 

James  Buckley,  farmer,  was  born  in  Moriah.  N.  Y. 

October  3d,  1833,  and  came  to  Lewiston  with  his  parents 

about  1835,  from  the  former  place. 

Jeremiah  G.  Campbell  was  born  July  2d,  1810.  at 

Grand  Island,  Vermont,  whence  he  removed  to  Niagara  j 

coiintv  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  He  was  married  Mav  I 

iith,  1837,  to  Emily  M.  Barker,  of  East  Bloomfield,  Liv-  | 

ingston  county,  N.  Y.  He  lives  in  I.ewiston  and  follows  | 

the  calling  of  a farmer.  He  was  for  more  than  twenty  , 
° . . 'I 

years  an  assessor  in  the  town  of  Cambria,  and  now  holds  ! 

the  same  office  in  the  town  of  Lewiston.  ' 

Thorret  J.  Cam[)bell.  carpenter  and  farmer,  was  born 
in  Cambria,  N.  Y.,  July  19th,  1S47,  “^id  came  to  Lewis- 
ton in  1874. 

John  A.  Clcghorn,  farmer  and  carpenter  and  joiner,  is  | 
a native  of  Scotland,  having  been  born  June  iith,  1799.  ' 

He  came  to  Lewiston  in  182S  from  Peebles,  Scot- 
land, 1 

Hetzcl  Colt,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored 
< iti/ens  of  Lewiston,  was  born  October  t6th,  1809,  in  the  j 
town  w here  he  has  lived  his  life  long.  He  was  married 
.\Lu  29th,  1850,  to  Susan  Hetzcl.  of  Florida,  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.  She  died,  and  May  25th,  1836,  Mr. 
Colt  married  Clarissa  Post,  of  West  Hampton,  .Mass.  | 
He  was  again  left  a widc'wer.  and  was  again  married. 
July  2ctl'.,  1842,  to  Jiilie’-t  .Scovell,  of  Oiwdl,  \’t..  wiio  1 
is  still  living.  Mr.  Celt  has  had  fc'c.r  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  ( )ne  son,  C.  1 1.  (Jolt,  a member 
ol  (.lompany  F>.,  44th  regiment,  “ Plllsaorth  .\vcngcrs," 
was  killed  at  the  battle  wi  the  ilderness,  iVlav  iptli, 
iot>4.  Another  s'ln.  I.  B.  S.  (Jolt,  is  'til!  living,  at  the 
age  of  thiity-ilve.  Mr.  ( ■..;.  ..A  n ne\t  lo 
living  native-i  orn  re'ideni  of  liie  town,  v.v  ir  ! . ird  - 

' ompanv'  on  the  froi.tier  during  iiie  Radical  war  in 
C.imuia.  f or  fonv-iwo  years  he  has  been  a rulin,  elder 
in  llie  first  Presbv  leri.m  (Jiiurcli  of  I.ewisC'.m. 
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W.  J.  Cook  is  a prominent  resident  and  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Lewiston. 

Ziba  A.  Downer  is  a native  of  Lebanon,  N.  Y..  and 
was  born  December  4th,  1825.  He  was  married  in 
1854  to  J.ucy  A.  Newton,  of  Norwicli,  Vt.  .Mr.  Downer 
came  to  Lewiston  in  1832,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  for  many  years. 

Alexander  Garlow  is  a native  of  the  Tuscarora  Reser- 
vation in  the  town  of  Lewiston,  being  now  fifty-five  years 
of  age.  Post-office  address.  Suspension  Bridge,  N. 

Joseph  P.  Hewitt  was  born  September  20th,  1803.  in 
Le  Roy,  (.lenesee  county,  N.  Y.  December  20th,  1826.  he 
was  married  to  Lydia  Waggoner,  of  Dunham.  Camula. 
He  came  to  Cambria  in  1805,  and  to  that  jcirt  <;f  rha: 
that  town  whiidi  is  now  known  as  Lewiston,  in  1809.  Mr. 
Hewitt  is  a large  property  owner,  having  five  farms  and  a 
good  deal  of  village  projicrty.  In  earlier  years  he  was 
prominently  connected  w ith  the  militia  organizations,  and 
he  was  extensively  engaged  in  lu.mbering,  owning  sever.. 1 
mills,  in  whole  or  in  part.  He  also  was  a heavy  contrac- 
tor for  government  and  canal  work.  He  has  been  high- 
way commissioner  about  three  years,  and  has  served 
several  years  as  school  trustee. 

Lewis 'W.  Hull  was  born  in  Montague.  N.  J..  No- 
vember 8th,  1S22,  and  was  married  June  ist,  1852,  to 
Miss  jane  Robinson,  of  Lewiston,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Hull 
has  been  a resident  of  Lewiston  since  April  iith, 

1845- 

William  Q.  Huggins,  M.D.,  was  born  August  9th.  1S42. 
at  Mount  Morris,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Sanborn  trom  Buf- 
falo in  the  early  [lart  of  1870.  Dr.  Huggins  >erved  ;n 
the  army  with  great  credit  during  the  late  war  as  >er- 
geant,  first  lieutenant,  and  captain,  and  was  coroner  i t 
Niagara  county  one  term. 

James  Kelley,  fruit-grower  and  imoduce-dealer,  Lewis- 
ton, was  born  December  22nd,  1840,  at  .Mleganie.  N.  \ .. 
ami  came  to  Lewiston  in  1841.  Lie  was  married  July  6;'. 
1864,  to  Helen  Herr,  of  Lewiston. 

Walter  Latta  was  born  in  Lewiston,  .August  4th.  i. 
and  was  married  .August  13th,  1S49.  to  Mary  Lli/aocft' 
Tones,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Latta  is  a fa. me:  by  < • u- 
pation. 

John  Mower  was  born  in  Lincolnshire.  England.  .M.  r>  . 
1st.  1837.  where  he  learned  the  miller's  tr.ulv. 
served  an  apimenticc'-hip  a.s  engineer.  He  em:gr.-.!  .d.  ; 
.America  in  November,  1S69.  .After  one  v ea.r"  'i.vv 
Shelby  Center,  he  went  to  Medina  and  in.m  '..'.  re  '■ 
Leckport.  In  .March,  1S75,  he  located  at  S.n, burn.  ; .r- 
chasing  the  urist-mill  at  that  place,  which  lie 'V  ' 
and  ouerates.  He  was  married  in  England.  1 • • 

arv,  i8()2.  to  Eva  Smith. 

A.  J.  Nichols  w.is  born  June  24th.  183  . m 1 
.Niagara  'lountv.  N.  A’.,  and  married  .NovemP  r 1 -j'. 

to  .Ml'S  Marv  Begg'  of  that  town.  Mr.  Nu  ' '•  ■ •' 

k : . a 1'  ."n  . r ;v:  : r-  ■•-ar- .wer..md  be  h 

p-  I't.e.  h V ( i/umti'-a-'ier  ..cc 

Robert  .Nu.lviU  wr.'  born  in  I ewi'i'm.  Jun  1 Vi,  . - 
In  1843  he  marri,,l  ' '.  tharii.r  P>.  'l'•lM.ud,  the  ’ 
Ncia.ii.c  .Mr.  .Vu  hoi',  who  is  .1  tanner  am!  n . ' 
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1)V  occuiiation,  has  served  in  an  independent  company 
for  seven  years. 

r.eander  K.  Scovell,  farmer,  who  has  been  supervisor 
and  assessor  of  the  town  of  Lewiston,  and  who  now  holds 
the  [position  of  president  of  the  Lewiston  and  ()iieenston 
Susj)ension  Bridge  Company,  was  born  in  Palmyra.  N.  \ 
March  5tli,  1S17,  and  came  to  Lewiston  in  r833,  having 
previously  lived  at  Lock[)ort. 

Hon.  Lee  R.  Sanborn  was  born  in  Sweden,  Monroe 
county,  August  Sth,  1831,  his  parents  having  been  of  the 
honest  and  sturdy  New  England  stock.  On  the  9th  day 
of  September,  1849,  he  was  married  to  Julia  C.  Crawford, 
of  I.ewiston,  N.  V.  Mr.  Sanborn  has  held  several  town 
offices,  has  been  justice  of  sessions,  and  was  member  of 
the  Legislatures  of  1870  and  1871.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  “Life  Sketches  of  Members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1870:”;“  He  was  educated  at  that  most  elevating 
of  institutions,  the  home  circle  and  the  common  schools. 
His  father  was  a clergyman,  and  both  of  his  parents  were 
school  teachers.  He  is  a gentleman  of  superior  culture. 

His  sterling  probity  of  character  and  exem- 
plary habits  commend  him  to  the  community  in  which  he 
dwells.  * * * * liberal  supporter  of  the 

war,  * * * and  has  contributed  largely  to  the 

business  success  and  moral  improvement  of  the  village 
which  was  named  in  his  honor.”  Mr.  Sanborn  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  at  his  homestead  at  Sanborn,  and  exten- 
sively interested,  with  his  sons,  in  lumbering  in  Michigan. 

Thomas  Smith  was  born  September  i6th,  1810,  in  Ox- 
fordshire, England.  In  1838  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Sheparep  of  Worcestershire,  England.  He  came  to  Lew- 
iston in  from  Liverford,  England.  He  is  a farmer. 

Post-office  address,  Sus])ension  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  Treichler  was  born  in  York  county.  Pa.,  Decem- 
ber Sth,  1825.  In  the  spring  of  1833  he  came  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Wheatfield,  Niagara  county,  and  removed  from 
there  to  Lewiston  in  1S57.  Mr.  Treichler  is  a well-known 
farmer  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  Post-office  address, 
/Sanborn. 


Captain  James  Van  Cle'  e was  born  in  I,awrence\  die, 
Mercer  county,  N.  J.,  November  12th,  i8c8.  He  was 
married  February  9th,  1842.  to  Harriet  .S.  F Barton,  of 

I. ewiston,  N.  Y.  CaiUain  \'an  Cleve  came  to  Lewiston 
in  1824,  and  in  1826  became  a commander  of  a vessel  in 
the  lake  service,  and  was  in  that  cap,acity,  and  otherwise 
connected  with  lake  commerce,  till  1861.  He  was  jmesi- 
dent  of  the  Lewiston  Suspension  Bridge  Company  at  the 
time  of  the  construction  of  the  bridge,  and  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  comi'any  ever  since.  The  captain  has 
also  been  in  various  ways  connected  with  railroads,  and 
was  })rime  mover  in  the  introduction  of  the  propeller  on 
the  lakes  in  1840  and  1841.  Though  always  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  jmblic  welfare,  he  was,  as  he  says,  " never 
so  indolent  as  to  seek  or  hold  a public  office,”  but  has 
been  untiring  in  his  exertions  as  a private  citizen  in  behalf 
of  the  general  good. 

George  Coit  Winslow,  farmer  and  ex-quartermaster 
sargent  of  the  74th  regiment  New  York  National  Guards, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  Octobt  r i6th,  1844,  and  came  to 
Lewiston  in  1875. 

Among  the  other  residents  of  this  town  the  following, 
whose  post-office  is  Lewiston  where  not  otherwise  speci- 
fied, are  well  known  : 

Charles  McConnell,  farmer  ; Albert  M.  White,  A.  I). 
Cott,  William  P.  Mentz,  Samuel  Burns,  Pekdn  ; Mrs.  J. 
Houstater,  Pekin  ; Philip  Bechtel,  D.  Bush,  farmer,  San- 
born; D.  H.  King,  hotel-keeper,  Sanborn;  William  Legg, 

J.  N.  Babcock,  farmer  ; Mrs.  H.  Newman,  farmer,  Pekin  ; 
J.  W.  Pleasant,  Suspension  Bridge  ; Miles  Parker,  farmer, 
Pekin;  Asa  Thoni{)son,  farmer,  a Tuscarora  sachem. 
Suspension  Bridge  ; James  Johnson,  farmer,  Pekin  ; Isaac 
N.  Jack,  farmer,  Pekin  ; William  Patterson,  farmer, 
Sanborn  ; Mrs.  H.  L.  Hitchcock,  Samuel  B.  Russ, 
farmer ; J.  W.  Murray,  Christian  F.  Sattelbcrg,  far- 
mer ; C.  T.  Hotchkiss,  Charles  A.  Bairsto,  farmer ; 
A.  Gray,  farmer;  George  Collord,  E.  Smith,  M.  D.  ; 
W.  S.  McCollum,  Youngstown  ; Mrs.  H.  F.  Hotchkiss, 
J.  O.  Hooker. 
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CIVIL  HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  I.OCKPORT. 


2(>Z 


THE  TOWN 


OF  LOCKPORT. 


She  town  of  Lockport,  although  compara- 

1;  'i  tivdy  early  settled  and  most  numerously 
j j/opulaTed,  was  among  the  last  to  be  organiz- 
cd  in  the  county.  It  was  not  until  February 
and,  1824,  that  a special  act  was  passed  in  the  Leg- 
islature  “ to  erect  the  town  of  Lockport,”  and 
^ for  this  purpose  the  eastern  part  of  Cambria  and 
!’>e  western  portion  of  Royalton,  including  an  area  of 
V<j97  ^cres,  were  set  off  and  combined:  and  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  was  ratified  and  die  township  organiza- 
tion fully  completed  by  the  election  of  its  first  officers 
'*  at  a town  meeting  held  in  p.ursuance  of  the  statute,  at 
the  house  of  Michael  F).  Mann,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
.\pril,  1824,  in  and  for  the  town  of  Lockport  in  the  county 
of  Niagara.  Present,  James  F.  Mason,  Hiram  Gardner, 
and  Joel  M.  Parks,  justices  of  the  peace  in  said  town.” 
They  were;  Daniel  Washburn,  supervisor;  Morris  H. 
Tucker,  town  clerk;  Fdi  Bruce,  collector;  David  Poinroy, 
Henry  Norton  and  John  Gooding,  assessors;  Flenry  W. 
C.unpbell  and  Nathan  Comstock,  overseers  of  the  poor; 
Eli  Bruce,  William  A.  Judd,  Joel  Herrington  and  Levi  B. 
Pratt,  constables;  Jonathan  Willett,  Henry  Gregory  and 
John  Williams,  commissioners  of  highway;  Jonath.an  Wil- 
lett, Joel  M.  Parks  and  Oliver  L.  Willard,  commissioners 
of  common  schools;  W illiam  Van  IDuzer,  George  H. 
P.oughton  and  Orsamus  'Purner,  inspectors  of  common 
schools. 


There  were  at  that  time  twenty-five  road  districts,  and 
Ml  overseer  was  elected  for  each  district,  who  was  also 
constituted  a fence- viewer.  .\t  this  town  meeting  $100 
W.IS  voted  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  and  $50  for  build- 
ing a pound  for  the  town.  Ei.ekiel  Fulsom  was  apjioint- 
vd.  I'uund  master,  it  was  alsO  voted  ” to  r.iise  as  much 
money  as  the  supervisor  is  obliged  to  raise  for  the  sup- 
I'ort  of  the  common  schools."  winch  for  that  year  amount- 
ed to  but  little.  That  vear  and  th.e  year  following,  thir- 
teen entire  and  fractional  school  districts  were  erected. 

,\c  curiling  to  the  school  commissioners'  rejtort  made  : 
■ '.pril  loili,  1825,  the  amount  c;f  public  school  immey  | 

r.used  from  various  sources  was  tkiga.go,  which  was  dis-  | 

tfibuted  among  54.?  scholars.  j 

THE  TOWN  CIVIL  LIST.  i 


Ihe  follow  ing  is  a complete  list  of  su; ‘Ciw'.sors  frean  the 
•>r_.mi/..ition  of  the  town  tc>  the  'present  time  : 

D.uiiel  Wa.-.hburn,  1824,  ittao;  tieorge  II.  BouglUon, 
•'-’7,  i.SeS;  Morns  II.  Imkei.  IL'iirv  Norton, 


1830,  1832;  Samuel  Works,  1833,  1S34;  Asa  W.  Doug- 
las, 1835,  1S36;  Alonzo  T.  Prentice,  1837;  Jacob  (i.uir.:. 
1838,  1839;  George  Wh  Rayers,  1840;  Timothv  Backu-. 
1S41;  Robert  H.  Stevens,  1842;  Timothy  Backus,  1843; 
Benjamin  Carpenter,  1844,  1S45;  .\sa  Wh  Douglas,  1846; 
Solomon  Parmelee,  1847;  Isaac  C.  Cotton,  184S;  .\bijah 
H Moss,  1849;  Rensselaer  S.  Wilkinson,  1850,  1851; 
Robert  White,  1852;  Alonzo  T.  Prentice,  1S53;  Charles 
Evans,  1854;  Daniel  Van  Valkenburgh,  1855;  John 
Jackson,  1856-1S58;  Benjamin  Fletcher,  1859;  Jacob 
Gaunt,  1S60;  Benjamin  Fletcher,  1861;  Jaities  Jackson. 
1S62;  Richard  B.  Hoag,  1863-1865;  Isaac  H.  Babcock, 
1866,  1S67;  John  W.  Alberty,  1868,  1S69;  Ira  Farns- 
worth, 1870;  Luther  Forsyth,  1S7 1-1873;  C'lark 
Lewis,  1874,  1875;  Seneca  B.  Frost,  1876;  Nathan  S. 
Gilbert,  1877,  1878. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  previous  to  1S30  were  : 
James  F.  Mason,  Hiram  Gardner,  Joel  M.  Parks,  Elias 
Ranson,  jr.,  Henry  Norton,  Joseph  Carter  and  I'anicl 
Alvord,  jr.  The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  have 
since  served  as  justices  in  the  town,  with  the  years  in 
which  they  were  elected: 

Joseph  Carter,  1830;  Otis  Hathaway,  1831:  Solomon 
B.  Connelly,  1832;  Theodore  H.  Chapin,  1833;  Henry 
W.  Campbell,  1834;  Henry  .V.  Carter,  1835;  Henry  K. 
Hopkins,  1836  ; Wright  Lattin,  1837-1841  ; .Alonzo  T. 
Prentice,  183S,  1843,  1857  ; Lathrop  Fellows,  1S39  ; 
Joseph  T.  Bellah,  1840,  1844;  Lloyd  Smith,  TS42; 
Phineas  L.  Ely,  1845;  Myron  H.  Davis,  1846,  i.’^52, 
1S54  ; Peter  B.  Aiken,  1S46,  1S49  ; Alpheus  Clark.  1847, 
1S52,  1S56  ; Erastus  Newton,  1S48  ; Dudley  Don-.-iclIy. 
1851,  1S55,  1859;  Mortimer  M.  Southwick,  1S53  ; John 
Bons,  1S55,  1S5S,  1S67  ; Walter  Simmons,  1S56  : Myri.-'n 
L.  Burwell.  1S60  ; Job  W.  A'ail,  iS6t  ; William  R.  Ford., 
1862;  Edwin  Shepard,  1863;  .\sher  Tarram  c.  1804; 
Henry  F.  Cady,  1S65  ; .S.  ,S  Pommy.  1866  ; .8.  p>.  Flcvd. 
1S6.S  ; Lcander  Bickford,  1869,  1873  ; Luther  Fn--;. 
1870.  1874,  1878  ; Philo  S.  .Smith,  1871  ; .Seiigc.’.  B.  ! i t. 
1S72  : Henry  Stevens,  1875  ; George  L.  Green,  1.-70  ; 
John  E.  lunebough,  1877. 

OUTLINES.  SUBF.ACE,  SOU  AND  PRODUC'i'S. 

The  town  derived  its  name  from  ihe  then  \d.I,;e 
Lui'kporr.  located  near  its  geograpliie.d  cen'er.  L 
bounded,  on  tlie  north  b_v  Newfane  and  1 ■ 
Rovalton.  south  by  i’endleton  and  I'onaw.indi.i  er^w-. — 
whi'-h  also  forms  a portion  of  the  souihe>ai  boumnrv  .e 
the>ou!'ii\ — ,uul  west  bv  Pendleton  am'  t'.;mb’'i A. . ■ 
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creek,  which  llow  s across  the  southern  part  of  the  town, 
and  Eighteen-niile  creek,  in  the  northern  part — a hranclt 
of  which  runs  tlirougit  thecit\’ — are  the  [)rincipal  streams.  j 
Tire  moimtaia  ridge  extends  across  the  northern  j)Ortion  ’ 
of  the  town,  ]:>rtsenting  a broken  and  uneven  surface  in 
that  part. 

The  Niagara  limestone  crops  out  along  this  ridge,  and  . 
extensive  quarries  have  been  opened  in  and  near  the  city  | 
of  Lockpurt.  This  limestone  is  a very  excellent  building 
material,  and  large  quantities  ha\e  been  shqrped  to  dis- 
tant places.  The  locks  and  numerous  culverts  on  the 
canal  are  built  of  it.  Underlying  this  limestone  is  a 
stratum  of  hvdraulic  limestone,  from  which  water  lime  is 
made.  'I'he  surface,  i)Oth  above  and  below  the  ridge,  in 
some  localities  is  gently  rolling,  but  generally  level.  The 
soil  is  variable.  In  the  northeast  it  is  a gravelly  loam; 
in  the  w'est  and  northwest  gravelly  and  somewhat  stony. 

In  the  south  part  a stiff  clay  prevails.  It  yields  remun- 
erative crops  of  most  kinds  of  cereals,  and  is  well,  adapted 
to  the  raising  of  fruit.  Apples,  pears  and  grapes  are 
grown  in  aljundancc.  Some  very  extensive  and  po^jular  j 
nuseries  are  located  in  this  town.  j 

ELLICOTT  RESERVE  AND  SALT  SPRING.  1 

Joseph  Ellicott,  the  surveyor  and  agent  for  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company,  reserved  for  his  own  benefit,  by  j 
stipulation,  several  tracts  of  land  in  this  town.  Six  1 
thousand  acres  stipulated  for  in  his  contract  with  the 
compant'  were  located  in  what  was  long  known  as  the 
“ Eleven  Mile  Tract.”  a portion  of  which  lay  in  this  town 
along  the  Ridge  road.  A tract  of  twenty-five  hundred 
acres  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town,  which  has 
usually  been  considered  as  a part  of  the  “ Ellicott  Re-  j 
serve,”  was  a separate  purchase,  made  jointly  by  Joseph  ! 
and  Beniamin  Ellicott.  Another  tract  which  was  pur-  i 
chased  by  Joseph  Ivliicott  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  i 
Tonawanda  creek,  embracing  the  site  of  the  old  ” Fishing 

' O O j 

Ground,”  or  present  village  of  Rapids,  in  this  town.  He 
at  one  time  intended  to  secure  the  erection  of  a saw-mill  ; 
at  this  ;'ioim.  In.  raising  a dam  and  constructing  a race  | 
across  the  land  below.  j 

About  the  year  1813,  he  commenced  the  manufacture 

of  salt  at  a point  known  as  the  Salt  Springs,  about  two  i 

. . . ^ ^ 
miles  northeast  of  Lockport  city.  From  these  works  the 

inhabitants  of  tiiis  region  were  mainly  siqiplied  with  salt  : 
previous  to  canal  navigation.  I 

i 

SINGULAR  ANTIQUITIES.  | 

Some  remarkable  traces  of  ancient  occupancy  of  this 
section  wore  visible  just  outside  the  soutliern  limits  of  the  ! 
city  when  the  lirst  settlers  appeared.  ( 'n  an  irri'gular 
siiace,  covering  aliout  ten  acres,  there  were  noticed  over 
one  hundred  cin  ular  pit<,  arranged  without  anv  apnear- 
ance  of  regul.wr. y.  T’le.'c-  pit>-.,cre  from  I .-.a,;  ce  te.  - 
teen  feet  in  diameter  acri’ss  tlic  top',  and  had  an  a\ ert  .e 
depth  of  fo’ir  fevt.  The  material  thrown  our  wa->  com- 
[losed  of  >.and,  inrniing  a circular  rim  or  cmbanknicnr. 
rqionwhiih  were  growing  large  0.1k  trees.  The  i.inimp 


of  these  singular  excavations  and  the  pnirpose  for  which 
they  Were  doigned  will  iirobab'y  ever  remain  tlie  -'ulije<  t 
of  conjecture.  'I'he  f.ict  that  the  sand  w'.iich  con^iinited 
the  material  of  the  encircling  lianks  ir>  found  only  m tiie 
stratum  bemeath  the  surface,  at  a depth  of  from  tliree  to 
six  feet,  in  the  above  locality,  affords  satisfactory  pn;of 
that  these  singular  pits  were  not  ” pot-holes”  formed  by 
water,  but  were  most  jirobably  the  work  of  human  ItancL. 
Improvements  have  lung  since  obliterated  them. 

EARLY  .SETIT.ERS. 

As  early  as  1802  a mail  route  existed  between  Canan- 
daigua and  Fort  Niagara,  the  mails  being  carried  on 
horseback.  'Fhe  route  was  along  an  Indian  trail,  which 
led  from  the  former  to  the  latter  place,  running  through 
this  town,  and  passing  near  Cold  Spring,  just  east  of  the 
city.  At  this  point  Adam  Strouse,  in  1802,  built  a shanty 
by  permission  of  Joseph  Ellicott,  which  was  applied  for 
b)  the  mail  contractor,  Stephen  Bates,  who  wanted  a 
place  at  which  his  postman  could  shelter,  warm  and 
refresh  himself  and  horse.  This  shanty  was  without 
doubt  the  first  structure  of  any  kind  erected  in  the  town. 

Charles  \Yilber  is  credited  with  making  the  fir=t  settle- 
ment within  the  boundaries  of  I.ockport  He  is  said  to 
have  located  in  1805  at  Cold  Spring,  and  undoubtedly  at 
first  occupied  the  mail  carrier's  building.  He  afterward 
opened  a tavern  at  this  point.  He  was  followed  by  Jed- 
ediah  Darling,  who  settled  in  the  town  in  180S. 

David  Carlton  came  from  New  Hamipshire  in  1809, 
and  located  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  ” Hampshire 
farm,”  about  half  a mile  east  of  Cold  Spring.  Among  tlie 
first  things  which  he  did  after  arriv  ing  here  was  to  plant 
an  orchard  in  the  forest,  with  seeds  b.rought  v.  iih  him 
from  New  England.  The  apple  trees  still  standing  on 
this  place  show  the  irregular  form  in  which  the  seed  was 
deposited.  In  1S13  he  left  this  place  and  took  up  his 
abode  near  W'arren’s  Corners,  where  .-Vlanson  Bnidlcy 
now  resides. 

Joseph  Carlton  also  came  from  New  Hampshire,  and 
in  iSio  settled  near  \Yarren's  Corners,  on  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  his  grandson.  .Vlon/.o  B.  Carlton.  Upon 
this  place,  which  he  procured  direct  from  the  Hollami 
Land  Company,  he  built  the  largest  log  house  evcrcrected 
in  the  town,  it  being  30  by  40  feet  in  size  and  two 
stories  high.  Rev.  Thomas  Carlton,  the  well  known 
agent  for  the  ” Metiiodist  Hook  Concern,  " was  a son  of 
this  pioneer  and  once  resided  Iiere. 

David  I’omroy.  a native  of  Connecticut,  c.ame  from 
Hamilton,  M tdison  county,  N.  \ obtained  an  article 
from  the  Holland  C.mJ  Company  to  one  hundred  acre- 
of  land,  and  located  in  1810  on  t'ne  tV.rm  now  owned  la 
Itis  son,  Norman  I'omroy,  about  half  a mile  we-'t  of  t!ie 
county  farm.  Here  he  remained  until  his  ileath,  Novem- 
ber Tst,  1867, 

i'i^)ma:^  .''! 'g;.ell>.  a n.iiiv  ei.'f  Deerfield.  M.'"..  . 
frcun  t.'iuario  ia.mm\’  to  ! ,'jekp>.ut  in  M.’.rc’i.  iSio,  .•  ■ 
was  the  l'lr^l  .pettier  on  the  farm  now  owned  .nd  (.'(.aaqC:o 
hv  Ills  >on  N.  r.  .Mieltelis,  at  W .irren A Ctirn.  r^.  i’iun.e.i-- 
Ifiiri  hard,  of  w hom  he  b. eight  tlie  iaml.  lia.l  pre- ‘■■■•a- 
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obtainrd  an  arti«;lf  t(jr  it  from  the  Hcjlland  Company,  but 
had  not  bcp'un  .in  improvement.  Here  Mr.  Mip'heJJs 
built  up  for  hmi'iclt  a jierivianent  hou.se,  re.ared  a family 
of  ten  cliildren,  ami  here  he  died  July  a5ih,  1858,  at  tlie 
7j  \ears. 

Stepiieri  Wakeman  located  in  1810  in  the  easlern  part 
of  the  town,  and  C.eor-e  Miller,  also,  settled  in  the  town 
tlie  same  year. 

'I'haddeus  .Vlvord  em]j;rated  from  Madison  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  became  a resident  of  this  town  in  181  i.  He  pro- 
cured an  article  for  145  acres  of  land,  ui)on  which  he 
Icjcated  and  bcj^an  improvements;  this  farm  is  now  occu- 
pied bv  i’atrick  .Stapleton,  and  is  located  near  the  count)' 
farm. 

Alexander  Freeman  came  into  the  town  in  181  t.  and 
the  same  year  built  the  first  saw-mill.  It  was  situated 
on  a bram  h of  the  IRehteen-mile  creek,  near  the  present 
lesideiice  of  Nathaniel  Lerch. 

.Alex.'.nder  Hankins  set' led  about  181  a in  the  northeast 
part  of  the  town,  on  the  farm  now  occujiied  by  Fradford 
l’ea>e. 

Tesse  Griswold  was  among  the  first  pioneers  in  the 
northeastern  p-art  of  the  town.  He  came  to  Focki.ort  in 
the.  employ  of  Joseph  Edlicott  in  tSij,  and  had  charge  of 
the  salt  works  at  the  salt  springs.  He  was  for  se\  eral 
years  in  Mr.  Ellicott’s  emjdoy,  a portion  of  tlie  time 
cutting  out  and  constructing  roads  in  different  ii.irts  of 
the  Holland  Purchase.  In  July,  1817,  lie  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  daughter,  near 
Millard’s  Fridge,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  No- 
vember 26th,  1S69.  He  was  a drummer  in  an  independ- 
ent rille  company  commanded  by  Captain  Isllicotl.  He 
was  at  the  battle  of  Queension  Heights,  where  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  detained  for  three  or  four  days  and  then 
paroled. 

Jacob  Eoucks  became  a settler  in  1813,  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  George  F.  Green,  in  the  eastern  jiart  of 
the  town,  and  John  Willi.irns  loi  .tied  the  following  ye.ir 
a short  distance  further  east.  Henry  Norton  came  in 
1815,  and  settled  on  the  farm  next  w e.->t  of  the  one  now 
occupied  by  Charles  Keep.  Jabez  Fomro)'  came  from 
Madison  county  in  Ai>ril,  1S15.  He  at  first  look  up  120 
acres  of  land  in  Cambria,  hut,  dis|)0>ing  of  it  before  mak- 
ing ain  irnpiroceinents,  he.  tlie  same  year,  procured  an  ar- 
ticle for  the  same  amount  near  the  present  county  farm 
in  this  town,  upon  which  he  loc.atcd.  In  tlie  spring  of 
1826,  Mr.  I’oniroy  budi  and  o['eratcd.  the  first  'smioI- 
carding,  cloth-dre.ising  and  fulhiig-niill  in  the  town.  It 
was  located  just  below  the  Spalding  gri.st-mili.  He  is 
still  a resident  of  the  town,  is  84  ye.irs  of  age  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  perfect  health. 

'I'he  iiioncer  settler  on  the  county  f.irm  was  Josiah 
Rii  han.lson,  \rho  canie  from  .Madison  county  in  1S16. 

Euther  Crocker,  from  F.inistahle,  Maine,  puirchased  a 
piece  ol  land  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town  in 
1S12,  and  the  same  year  starteil  to  move  to  it,  but  rumors 
of  the  war  in  this  \icinity  caused  iiiiii  to  halt  ir  Onmrio 
couiui',  wiiere  he  reuiaim.al  uniil  iSiO.  when  he  came  .-.m 
.nid  settled  on  his  l.iiid,  w liere  he  i whlmued  until  his 


death,  February  14th,  1S61.  The  farm  is  now  oi  cupR-d 
by  his  d.iughter-in-i.iw,  Mrs.  .'sarah  ('rocker. 

John  Gibson  settled  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  east 
of  Warren’s  Corners,  where,  in  1815,  he  opened  the  fir-,1 
blacksmith  shop  in  the  town. 

The  first  settlements  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  were 
made  as  early  as  1815.  According  to  a narrative  giv-n 
by  Naihan  F.  Rogers,  the  following  log  houses  were  un 
in  the  spring  of  1816  : Zeno  Comstock  had  a house  on 
Saxon  street  ; Reuben  Haines,  a house  on  the  old  Ichn 
Found  i>lace,  near  the  depot,  and  Webster  Tliorn  lived  in 
a house  on  the  Transit,  where  Arza  Lounsbiiry  now  re- 
sides ; Daniel  Smith  built  a house  opposite  Thorn’s  tli.-; 
spring.  Those  who  came  in  1816,  were  Flsek  Frown, 
who  built  a house  near  West  Main  street,  which  after- 
wards became  a tavern  ; Asahel  Smith,  who  erecred  .a 
house  on  the  Transit  ; John  ("omstock,  who  [,'ut  uu  a 
dwelling  near  “the  Cave,”  and  Nathan  Comstock,  w ho 
located  on  the  farm  now  occu])icd  by  C.  F.  Hoag,  and  \~ 
the  fall  of  18 16  put  in  ten  acres  of  wheat — this  was  the 
largest  clearing  in  the  neighborhood  at  tliat  time,  die 
balance  of  the  settlers  bas  ing  barely  made  a beginning. 

N.uhan  F.  Rogers  came  from  Massa<  husc-tts  to  I.oek- 
port  in  the  spring  of  1816,  walking  the  entiri.  distanc-e. 
Heat  first  worked  for  Nathan  Comstock.  In  1817 
purchased  160  acres  just  south  of  the  present  city  limir'-., 

Charles  Smith  was  the  first  settler  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Jacob  Gaunt,  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  He 
located  here  in  1817. 

Oliver  L.  Nlillard  came  from  Washington  county,  N. 
in  1877,  and  located  in  tiie  northeast  j.art  of  the  town  t’ne 
same  year.  I'he  farm  which  he  purchased  from  the  Hol- 
land Corn[)any  had  been  occupied  for  Oiie  s'ear  previous 
by  a squatter  named  Nathan  Wilder,  who  had  commenced 
a clearing  and  built  a log  shanty,  and  whose  interest  Mr 
Millaid  bought,  erecting  a log  house  the  same  seasi.n. 
clearing  and  improving  the  farm,  and  making  this  his  net- 
manent  home  until  his  death,  which  c'ccurred  No\cmbcr 
iith,  1877.  Mr.  Millard  was  a sub-contractor  on  the 
Erie  Canal,  constructing  a jiortion  of  it  hetueen  Ids  j'i.ace 
and  I.ockporl  city.  He  was  general  superintondeu'  of 
the  canal  after  its  comiiletion,  under  the  resident  comm’s- 
sioner,  for  six  or  se\cn  years,  and  was  connected  with  i: 
in  dilTeieiit  capacities  for  fifteen  years.  Ho  was  a ])r.,iin- 
inenl  ami  intluential  man  in  his  time,  and  of'en  lull!  of- 
fices of  trust  in  Fiis  town  and  county. 

Jared  'Fyler,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Millanl’s  ne.’.re-’. 
neighliors  on  the  east,  located  as  early  as  1815  on  liu- 
farm  where  'I'heodore  A’an  Wagner  now  resith.’s.  He  iuui 
on  this  jilace  aidiestnut  orciiaul.  He  was  an  oilii  genius, 
peculiar  and  eccentric  in  his  ways.  He  was  a “ I.ick-.’t- 
all-trade.-,”  being  fannei',  doctor,  bhaiksmiih.  c.ib  ne. 
maker,  millwright,  musician  and  clock  tinker  Hew.-' 
his  hair  long,  twisted  up  and  fastened  with  a sil'.er  i 
of  his  own  mak'e:  was  always  attire'd  in  buik-.km  hre-.'  i 
and  h.-alher  apron,  and  in  a leather  belt  wliieh  .tlw.iv'  e-. 
nre'ed  his  w. list  he  wore  a tomahawk,  and  iira.eeof  , 

His  grotesque  and  s.t\age  .ipi'.ea.rance  wa.s  a tern  ; : ■ ' 
younger  puition  of  the  inhabitants. 
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HIsrORV  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NFAV  YORK. 


Dr.  E/ekiel  Webb  was  the  pioneer  physician  of  the 
town;  he  came  as  early  as  iSi8,  and  lived  on  tlie  N.  IF 
Roy'ors  plai  e.  south  of  the  city.  Dr.  Isaac  W.  Smitli 
came  from  ( >nt  trio  county,  and  settled  on  what  is  now 
Main  street,  in  the  city  of  Lot  k[>ort,  in  iSai,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  in  tlie  spring  of  1842.  Socially 
and  professionally,  he  was  a citizen  of  conceded  worth. 

Jesse  P.  Haines,  the  pioneer  surveyor  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  landed  in  Lockport  October  2d,  i8i8- 
He  cante  from  Columbia  county.  Pa.,  by  wagon,  and  w.as 
twenty-seven  days  accomplishing  the  journey. 

Edward  W.  Raymond  located  about  1826  on  lot  Nq. 
88,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  on  what  was  then  known 
as  the  “Salt  road.”  Here  he  erected  a log  building 
which  he  opened  as  a tavern,  and  continued  to  run  it  as 
such  until  about  1845. 

Helam  and  Hiram  Mead  were  early  settlers  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  town.  They  located  in  1820  on  the 
farm  now  owned  bv  the  Mackey  heirs,  and  occupied  by 
George  Wood. 

WRIGHT’S  CORNERS. 

Among  the  first  settlers  of  Wright’s  Corners  was  a man 
named  Barber,  who  built  and  kept  the  first  hotel  there. 
He  died  there  at  an  early  day,  but  the  business  was 
continued  by  the  family  until  the  building  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  which  occurred  about  the  year  1820.  I'wo  of 
Mrs.  Barlier’s  daughters — young  ladies — were  consumed  in 
the  flames.  .Another  hotel  was  erected  at  the  Corners 
soon  after,  of  which  Alva  Buck  was  proprietor.  The 
latter  hotel,  however,  stood  over  the  line,  in  the  town  of 
Newfane.  Solomon  Wright  came  as  early  as  1822  and 
settled  on  the  Fridge  road,  at  the  corners  which  subse- 
quently took  his  name,  tiere  he  opened  a hotel,  and 
continued  to  run  it  for  twenty  years  or  more.  A post- 
office  was  established  at  this  point  in  1828,  and  Mr. 
Wright  was  aj-ipointed  the  first  postmaster,  which  office 
he  held  for  many  years.  His  hotel  was  burned  in  1S61. 

David  Maxwell  came  from  New  Jersey  in  1S19,  and 
settled  at  Johnson’s  Creek,  where  he  purchased  a farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  and  also  kept  a hotel  for  about 
one  year.  While  here  in  1821,  he,  being  a practical 
surveyor,  was  employed  to  survey  and  lay  out  the  well 
known  Hess  road,  running  from  the  Ridge  road  through 
Hartlandand  Somerset  to  the  lake  shore.  In  1824  he  pur- 
chased a farm  at  Wright’s  Corners,  built  a house,  and  the 
following  year  moved  his  family  thither.  Here  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death,  J une  15th,  187S.  He  was 
from  the  first  a leading  citizen  of  the  Corners.  'I'hrough 
his  influence  a post-office  was  established  here.  He 
opened  the  lir.-^t  and  only  store  at  ^^■right’s  Corners  in 
18^2,  but  abandoned  the  business  in  1840.  In  1824,  by 
sjiecial  at  t of  the  l^egisl.iture,  he  obtained  a charter  for 
the  construction  of  a toll  road  from  Wright’s  Corners  to 
\\'.irven’s  Corners— a distance  of  four  miles — wh.uhw  is 
known  as 

THE  LONG  CAU.8E.WAY  TURNPIKE. 

'Phis  rcxul  uas  originally  cut  through  and  a h>g  cause- 
war  I. lid  the  enure  length  bv  t'lCii.  Dearborn,  in  beliall  of 


the  government,  during  the  war  of  1812-14.  Mr.  Maxwell 
I let  the  contract  to  John  Dixon,  of  Pcnnsvb.  ania,  to  re- 
more  the  old  lauservay  ami  construct  a turnpike  twenty- 
' trvo  feet  wide,  at  one  dollar  per  rod.  Dixon  completei! 

j his  contract  in  tlie  summer  of  1825.  I'his  rras  the  first 

i toll  road  in  the  county;  upon  it  only  one  toll  gate  rvas 

' licensed.  It  rvas  soon  found  that  the  soil  out  of  rvhich 

j this  pike  was  constructed  rvas  too  soft  for  the  ponderous 

four-horse  coaches  and  heavily  laden  freight  rvagons 
I rvhich  daily  passed  over  it,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
j cover  it  deep  with  gravel  in  order  to  make  it  acceptable. 
; This  enterjirise  jiroved  financially  disastrous  to  Mr.  Max- 
i rvell,  as  in  after  vears  the  canal  and  Central  railroad 
’ drerv  freight  and  travel  in  another  direction.  The  ro.ad 
! was,  horvever,  kept  up  as  a toll  road  until  about  1870, 
j rvhen  it  rvas  sold  for  a nominal  sum  to  the  torvns  of  Lock- 
! port  and  Newfane,  and  became  a free  highrvay. 

i 

RAPIDS. 

The  village  of  R.vpids,  situated  in  the  south-east  part 
of  the  torvn  on  Tonarvanda  creek,  took  its  n.ame  from  the 
fact  that  the  stream  at  this  point  is  much  more  rapid  than 
i at  any  other,  and  a bridge  across  it  here,  which  was  built 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  was  knorvn 
throughout  the  country  as  the  “Rapids  bridge.”  It  con- 
tains a hotel,  store,  church,  blacksmith  shops  and  about 
80  inhabitants.  The  first  settlements  at  this  place  rvere 
I made  by  Amos  and  S.  B.  Kinne,  who  bought  the  land 
i from  the  Joseph  Ellicott  heirs  in  1839,  and  at  once  platted 
i a portion  of  it  into  village  lots  and  placed  them  in  mark- 
et. But  little  was  done,  however,  toward  building  up  a 
village  until  1S49,  when  Orange  Mansfield  built  a steam 
I saw-mill  near  the  creek.  G.  H.  Utley  erected  and  opened 
j a two-story  frame  hotel,  and  Horace  Cummings  built  a 
j store  and  put  in  it  a small  stock  of  groceries,  which  was 
i in  1853  sold  to  Mr.  Williams,  who  opened  a general  store. 

! Among  the  first  to  locate  in  this  vicinity  was  Merrit 
j Johnson,  from  Montgomery  county.  He  settled  on  lots 
i 18  and  20  in  1823,  and  in  1835  sold  out  to  Robert  Kinne, 

! also  from  Montgomery  county. 

' WARREN'S  CORNERS. 

I ■ _ 

’ This  hamlet  is  located  on  the  Ridge  road,  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  town,  and  a part  of  it  lies  in  Cambria. 
It  is  one  of  the  first  setded  localities  in  the  town,  and 
' took  its  n.'iuie  from  Ezra  Warren,  who  became  a resident 
I of  the  place  in  tlie  spring  of  1813,  anil  kept  a tavern  for 

I many  years.  l’re\  ions  to  the  o’pening  of  the  Erie  Canal, 

I and  for  several  years  after,  thi.s  was  an  inqioriant  point 
; on  the  Ridge  road  from  Lewiston  to  Rochester. 

EARLY  SCH(H>LS  AND  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

I 

The  first  school-house  in  the  town  was  at  Warren’- 
Corners.  It  was  a frame  building  about  t8  by  24  feel  in 
si/e,  and  stood  on  groun.l  G'V..  : d for  srhiud  , 

Ezra  ^Varren.  It  was  bui'i  !■;.•  -.u'..>-(;r;pti' -e.  in  ,i.,_  - ...  . 
of  1814.  and  the  foilow’ng  summer  Amand.i  Rice — after- 
waul  the  wife  of  Joa.-h  'l'a\ !or.  of  Cambria — tauglit  the 
lir-l  school.  The  s<  bool  district  .-.1  th.;t  time  mciuded  1” 
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, s,  !tli-mcms  witliin  walking  distance  of  the  scltool- 

:-,i  . 'I'lie  iiiuneer  school-building,  although  removed 
Ui-iii  Its  original  site  in  1836,  is  still  standing  at  the  Cor- 
ruT'.  Iiaving  been  converted  into  a dwelling.  A stone 
^iiool  house  was  built  in  its  stead  in  1836,  which,  in 
,S6i,  was  torn  down  and  the  present  commodious  build- 
ing erected. 

rhe  first  school-house  in  district  number  5 w as  built  of 
logs,  in  1818.  Lyman  I.yscomb  was  the  hrst  male  teacher, 
i'he  building  stood  just  over  the  line,  in  the  present  town 
.;f  Cambria.  It  was  abandoned  after  two  years,  and  in 
iSeo  a frame  school-house  was  erected  on  the  Lockport 
side  of  the  town  line. 

The  pioneer  school-liouse  in  district  No.  1 1 was  con- 
structed of  logs,  in  the  spring  of  1822.  School  district 
No.  16  was  formed  in  1830,  and  a school-house  built  the 
same  year.  Mary  A.  Poraroy  taught  the  first  school  here. 
The  first  school-house  at  Wright's  Corners  was  not  erected 
until  1837.  Previous  to  that  time  the  nearest  school  was 
kept  in  a part  of  Penoni  Edwards’s  dwelling,  one  and  a 
half  miles  cast  of  the  Corners. 

The  town — e.xclusive  of  the  city — is  at  present  divided 
into  twenty  school  districts  and  fractional  or  joint  dis- 
tricts, with  sixteen  school-houses  within  its  borders: 

PLANK  AND  TOLL  ROAD.S. 

LOCKPORT  AM)  BUFFALO  PLANK  ROAD  CO.MPANY. 

By  a special  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  .April  29th, 
1844,  a company  was  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing a plank  road  from  Lockport  to  intersect  the 
macadamized  Buffalo  road  at  Williamsville,  in  Erie 
county.  The  corporation  was  known  as  the  Lockport 
and  Buffalo  Plank  Road  Company.  The  Lockport  mem- 
bers of  the  first  board  of  commissioners  were  William  O. 
Brown,  W illiam  .S.  McMaster,  Charles  S.  Sanford  and 
Joseph  Center.  The  company  w'as  allowed  four  years  in 
which  to  complete  the  road.  It  commenced  on  the 
Transit  road  just  south  of  the  present  city  limits,  and  ran 
south  on  that  road  ten  miles.  This  was  the  first  plank 
road  chartered  or  constructed  in  Niagara  countv.  (The 
toil  road  known  as  the  " Long  Causeway  Turnpike,”  pre- 
viously mentioned,  was  constructed  of  gravel).  It  proved 
an  unprofitable  investment,  and  as  the  ])lanks  wore  out, 
repairs  were  omitted  and  the  road  abandoned  to  the 
public. 

LOCKPORT  .CM)  MANSFIELD  CORNERS  P1..\NK  R(.)AD  CO. 

This  comjiany  was  organized  under  the  genera!  act  for 
the  incorporation  of  ]>lank  road  companies,  soon  after  its 
passage.  May  jtit,  1847,  road,  running  from  Lock- 

port,  through  the  \illage  of  Rapiils.  to  Mansfield  Corners, 
in  Erie  county,  was  constructed  in  184S,  1849  '8^0. 

It  was  commenced  with  llaltering  prospects,  but.  like  its 
cotemporar\  idiove  notii.'ed,  it  suffered  fo."  rl-.e  want  of  pro- 
fitable ;.citrunage  and  eventually  exj.erienced  the  same  fate. 

LOCKPORT  AND  CAMURl.N.  PLANK  R').U)  CO.MPANV. 

The  articles  of  association  ot  tliis  compan\m\'ere  llitd  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretarvof  htate  on  tin.'  27th  of  Decem- 
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I ber,  1849,  with  the  following  named  ])ersons  as  tiirei  tors: 
Rivera  Stevens,  Hiram  McNeil,  Enos  .Steel,  .Mo-^es  C. 

' Cr.aiJsey,  .\bijah  H.  .Mos.s,  jolin  C.  Freeman.  Daniel  \i- 
; vord,  Joseph  Center  and  Charles  Keep.  Tliere  were 
. originally  fifty-one  stockholders  in  the  com|)anv.  Tiie 
' road  was  constructed  the  following  year,  of  oak  plank,  in 
, the  place  of  which,  as  they  wore  out,  was  substituted 
I crushed  limestone.  The  road  is  now  and  h.as  been  for 
' many  years  macadamized  its  entire  length.  It  has  alwavs 
I been  kept  in  repair  by  the  company  and  oper.ited  as  a toll- 
; road.  The  present  officers  are  Jerome  F.  Fmerson,  pres- 
ident, and  John  G.  Freeman,  secretary,  treasurer  and 
I general  superintendent. 

OTHER  CHARTERED  ROADS. 

j The  Lockport  and  W'right’s  Corners  Plank  Road  Com- 
! pany  was  organized  in  1849,  under  the  general  law  for  the 
I incorporation  of  plank  road  companies,  and  the  following 
; year  the  Lockport  and  Warren’s  Corners  Plank  Read 
Company  was  also  chartered.  Both  of  these  roads  were 
originally  constructed  of  oak  plank,  which  in  time  g-ne 
way  to  stone  or  macadam  pavement,  and  they  are  now- 
known  as  the  “stone”  roads.  The  three  last  mentioned 
thoroughfares  are  the  only  toll-roads  in  the  countv,  and 
are  all  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Locki'ort. 

CEMETERIE.S. 

COLD  sprint;. 

Cold  Spring  Cemetery  is  located  on  an  undulating  slope, 
facing  the  north,  near  the  Cold  Springs — from  which  it 
I takes  its  name — about  two  miles  east  of  the  city.  It  is 
j artistically  laid  out,  and  shaded  by  trees  of  natural 
I growth.  Considerable  labor  has  been  e.xpended  in  orn.a- 
; menting  and  transforming  the  naturally  picturesciue 

' grounds  into  an  appropriate  place  for  the  repose  of  the 
dead. 

The  plan  of  the  cemetery  was  conceived  as  earlv  .as 

1838,  and  an  organization  effected  with  the  following 

named  gentlemen  as  trustees:  Joel  McCollum,  \\'rigl.t 

i Lattin,  Joseph  T.  Bellah,  William  C.  House  and  .k -.m-.iel 

I G.  Hamilton.  By  an  act  of  the  I.cgisl.mire  the  I'uld 

Spring  Cemetery  Association  was  incorpor.iteil  M.;v  7:;'. 

1840.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  iiiceir- 

jjoration  : “ .\sa  ^V.  Douglas,  Asahcl  Scovili,  H'-r...  e 

Birdsall,  James  D.  Shuler  and  Freeman  Rilburn.  'ud 

such  other  persons  as  may  hereafter  associate  with  them. 

are  hereby  constituted  a body  corjiorate  by  the  "...me 

‘The  Cold  S[)ring  Cemetery  Association.’  with,  power  t ' 

take,  hold  and  convey  re.tl  and  personal  e-mte  D r t -e 

use  of  said  corpor.ition  to  the  amount  ol  S'O.ceo.  i'. 

i the  conditions  of  rhe  same  act  the  five  person- men'.;>  :n  .1 

I above  were  constituted  a board  of  trustees,  w !io  t.ie  -.’;..e 

' year  1846  purchased  10  acres  of  land '>f  Stei’Iicn  .-.'n--- 

j man — arljoining  :m  old  burying  groMm!  -shich  ha.  1 ' e •" 

in  existence  for  m,in\'  ve.;rs  pre\i"  > v ' V , . 

i ' . ' . • 

I th.e  same,  and  pl.iued  ciiem.  I’ue  K»t-  m -:  - . ' 

• as  from  five  to  fifteen  dollars.  In  Cgi  a t.-.x  • 

I hundred  dollirs  was  le\  icd  upon  the  '".Ihige  ot  I .(.i-  k;  . '.-v 
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and  three  acres  purchased  from  tlie  association  for  a 
“potter's  field"  or  free  Iniryinj^  place,  subject,  never- 
theless, to  the  control  of  the  trustees  of  the  Cold  Sjiring 
association.  In  1855,  right  of  way  through  these  grounds 
was  granted  to  the  Rochester  and  Niagara  Falls  railroad, 
which  cut  off  the  potter’s  field  from  the  main  grounds. 
In  1876  the  association  [Hirchased  an  addition  of  five 
acres,  at  a cost  of  $300  per  acre,  ami  in  the  fall  of  1877 
erected  a stone  vault,  near  the  main  entrance,  at  an  e.\- 
pense  of  about  $800. 

The  first  sexton  appointed  to  take  charge  of  these 
grounds  was  Jonas  Hartzell  in  December,  1841.  The 
present  superintendent  is  John  H.  Clark,  appointed  in 
January,  1876. 

The  present  officers  of  the  association  are  John  H. 
Buck,  jiresident,  and  Peter  D Walter,  secretary.  The 
trustees  are  John  H.  Buck,  Peter  D.  Walter,  James  Jack- 
son,  jr.,  George  H.  Fdliott  and  Hiram  Benedict. 

Many  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  early  settlers 
and  residents  of  Lockjiort  and  vicinity  are  buried  there, 
and  many  of  the  tombstones  recall  thoughts  of  the  days 
of  the  early  existence  of  the  village.  Jesse  Hawley,  the 
honored  projector  of  the  Erie  Canal,  is  interred  in  Cold 
Spring  Cemetery,  and  there,  also,  rest  the  remains  of  the 
mother  of  the  late  George  Peabody,  the  great  banker  and 
philanthropist  of  London. 

CHESTNUT  RIDGE. 

This  cemetery  is  pleasantly  located  on  the  east  line  of 
the  town,  a portion  of  it  lying  in  Royalton.  It  is  taste- 
fully laid  out,  and  'presents  an  attractive  appearance  of 
tidiness  and  care.  An  association  was  organized  in  the 
latter  part  of  1835,  of  which  Warren  Car[)cnter,  Smith 
Lackor,  Sylvester  Flagler,  Jacob  Gaunt  and  Isben  Thomas 
were  trustees.  On  January  5th,  1836,  they  lioiight  the 
grounds  of  Henry  Lacy,  and  they  were  at  once  laid  out 
into  lots.  The  original  owner  of  the  ground,  Henry 
Lacy,  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  buried  there.  On  the 
loth  of  March,  1859,  the  association  was  re-organized 
under  the  general  law  of  the  Stale.  The  ])resent  board 
of  trustees  consists  of  Daniel  Bosserman,  president;  Dyer 
D.  Denison,  vice-president;  Jacob  Gaunt,  treasurer; 
Charles  S.  Flagler,  secretary;  Andrew  Keck,  Jeffrey  Ben- 
nett and  Daniel  Carl. 

CHURCHES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

THE  M.  E.  CHURCH  OF  W.VRREn’s  CORNERS. 

A Methodist  Episro[)al  class  was  organized  at  Warren’s 
Corners  in  1825  liy  Rev.  Jirhn  t.’opeland,  vNitli  about 
twelve  members.  The  male  members  were:  Ezra  Warren, 
Isaac  Warren,  Josi-ah  Warren,  Erbs  in  W.irren,  Thomas 
Carlton,  German  Busli,  Jonathan  Benson  and  Thomas 
I'o'.vler.  Jonathan  Buison  was  chosen  the  fir^t  ilass 
leader.  leliLu  Cigtel.iiid  was  their  flr^^  [lastor.  Religious 
meetings  ^^ere  o(  casicnallv  heid  here  a.s  earlv  as  iScL  by 
ministers  of  this  dec  unin.ition.  I’he  circuit  at  th:it  early 
period  included  i.euiston,  Biiii'.ilo,  Bata\ia,  Le  Roy  and 
Roche.ster;  and  from  the  latter  [dace  along  the  Ridge  roail 


to  Lewiston.  Rev.  Mr.  Shepardson  was  the  minister  in 
charge  of  the  circuit  at  that  time,  aiul  six  weeks  were 
occu])ied  in  completing  his  tour  of  it,  preai  h.iiig  in  man\ 
jiiaces  on  week  day  evenings.  Rev.  John  Coi'cland  luid 
I the  pastoral  care  of  the  class  for  two  years  after  its  organ- 
ization, when  he  was  followed  by  Re\s.  Langthmi,  Pad- 
dock,  Cozart,  .Vsa.  Abel  and  others. 

The  lirst  church  building  was  erected  of  wood  in  1833, 
at  a cost  of  about  $800,  on  grounds  donated  to  the  society 
for  that  purpose.  In  1858  the  building  was  sold  to  Nelson 
T.  Mighells,  removed  and  converted  to  other  uses,  ami 
the  present  brick  structure  erected  on  the  same  site.  The 
latter  was  conijileted  in  the  spring  of  1859,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  1^2,200,  and  dedicated  by  the  Rev.  H.  Rvan 
Smith. 

The  pulpit  is  at  jiresent  supplied  by  M.  W,  .Yyers,  a 
licentiate  from  New  Jersey.  The  present  member- 
ship is  about  forty,  with  a large  number  of  probationers. 

A Sunday-school  was  organized  in  connection  with  this 
church  about  thirty  years  ago.  Farrand  Stedman  was 
the  first  superintendent. 

THE  FIRST  METHODIST  SOCIETY  OF  CHESTNUT  RIDltE. 

A Methodist  Episcopal  society  was  organized  at  the 
school-house  in  district  number  three,  in  the  east  nart  of 
the  town,  on  the  27th  of  January,  1S34,  at  which  time 
Sylvester  Flagler,  Theodore  Stone,  'I'iuts  Hall,  Moses 
Rummery  and  Elijah  C'ribbs  were  chosen  trustees.  'I'he 
number  of  original  members  was  37.  Their  meetings 
were  held  in  the  above  mentioned  school-house  until 
1835,  when  they  erected  a meeting-house  in  that  vicinity 
at  a cost  of  $1,350,  which  was  appropriately  dedicated 
by  the  Rev.  Glezen  Fllmore. 

The  society  was  legally  incorporated  as  “ The  First 
Methodist  Society  of  Chestnut  Ridge,"  under  the  gen- 
eral act  for  the  incorporation  of  religious  societies,  on 
the  5th  of  July,  1S41,  at  which  time  Henry  Norton,  fa- 
cob  Gaunt,  Sylvester  Flagler,  Samuel  Wakeman  and  John 
Sybrandl  were  constiuited  a board  of  trustees. 

In  1843  a division  occurred  in  the  Methodist  denomi- 
nation, caused  by  the  agitation  of  the  ([uestions  of  epis- 
I copacy  and  shivery,  the  result  of  which  was  the  formation 
of  the  “ M'esleyan  .Methodist  Connection,"  which  wa.^ 
organized  at  Utica,  N.  V.,  M.ty  gtst,  1843.  This  church 
soon  after  adopted  the  discipline  of  that  connection,  but 
is  still  known  in  law  as  “ 'I’he  First  Methodist  Society  of 
Chestnut  Ridge." 

In  i(S66  the  cluirch  building  was  enhirged.  remodeled 
and  repaired  at  a cost  of  $1,900,  .iml,  when  conijdeted. 
w.is  rededit  ated  by  the  Re\ . .Vdam  (Jrooks,  of  S\  r.iciue, 

N.  V. 

The  following  is  a complete  list  of  preachers  who  haw 
served  this  church,  the  labors  ot  the  tirst  comnieni  ing  in 
1836  : Revs.  W'illi.un  1 >.  Jewett,  D.uid  Nichols,  1 B. 
Castle,  two  wars;  Willi, im  R ■ k.  RIr'l"  ’'■■■'  ■ 
vears  ; lleiiiy  Norton,  l■>lm  i(;hnam\  I vm  .n  '1. 

Henry  Norton,  second  term  ; tieo'-ge  Wilson,  two  vear>  ; 
Asa  Wa.rren,  .M.irshal!  Frink,  two  ye.irs  ; S.imiiel  I’liillips 
two  ye:irs  ; John  I homp'  on,  two  yea's  ; l!enr\  .Noit' 
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third  term  ; John  Johnston,  second  term,  of  three  years  ; 
{onathan  Sibley,  two  years  ; Asahel  Staples,  four  years ; 

I).  ]!.  1 )oipLtlas,  four  years;  Joseph  Bennett,  H.  L.  Fiox, 
live  vears  ; W.  W.  W’illihan,  two  years.  The  church  is  at 
present  without  a ]iastor. 

The  present  trustees  are  John  McNeil,  Jacob  Gaunt, 
John  Hall,  Jeff  rev  Barnet  and  John  I, abac.  The  ])resent 
number  of  members  is  about  twenty-five.  The  present 
value  of  the  society  prrrpcrty  is  estimated  at  .sia.yoo.  Its 
value  was  considerably  enlianced  in  1877  by  the  erection 
of  commodious  sheds  near  the  church. 

RAPIDS  FREE  CHE:RCH  ASSOCIATION. 

An  association  was  formed  at  Rapids  and  incorporated 
under  the  above  title  in  the  year  1850,  of  which  Alonzo 

J.  Mansfield,  Robert  B.  Kinne,  M’illiams,  James 

Rinne  and  Sylvester  Collins  were  chosen  the  first  trust- 
ees. This  association  emliraced  all  the  religious  creeds 
represented  in  that  vicinity.  There  existed  here  at  that 
time  a Methodist  Episcopal  class  and  a Wesleyan  Method- 
ist society,  the  latter  of  which  was  organized  by  Elder 
Warren  about  the  year  1840.  Soon  after  its  formation 
the  association  commenced  the  erection  of  a free  or 
union  church  edifice,  which,  after  being  inclosed,  stood 
several  years  without  being  finished  inside.  When  it  was, 
at  length,  completed,  it  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  Mr.  Stiles, 
a Free  Methodist  minister  from  Medina,  assisted  by  Rev. 

Mr.  Bennett  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Lockport. 
This  is  the  only  meeting-house  in  the  village,  the  use  of 
which  is  free  to  all  religious  denominations. 

UNITED  BRETHREN  CHURCH  OF  RAPIDS. 

A society  of  this  denomination  was  organized  at  Rap- 
ids about  the  year  i860,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Snyder,  of 
Lockport,  who  served  as  its  pastor  for  two  years  thereaf- 
ter. The  organization  absorbed  nearly  all  the  religious 
element  then  existing  in  the  vicinity.  Rev.  Mr.  Badgley, 
a minister  of  this  persuasion,  had  preached  at  this  place 
for  three  or  four  years  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  | 
church.  Elder  Snyder  was  followed  by  Revs.  Beckham, 
Bierce,  Luce,  Bennihoff  and  King,  the  latter  being  still 
in  charge,  hclding  regular  weekly  services  at  the  free 
church.  A society  of  Seventh  Day  Baptists  also  holds 
services  here  every  Saturday. 

FIRST  EVA.NGEUCAI.  CHURCH  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  U'CKPORT. 

The  church  edifice  is  situated  on  lot  number  eighty-  | 
eight,  in  the  southern  [<art  of  the  town.  .V  religious  soci-  j 
ety  was  fcrinallv  organized  in  this  vicinity  by  the  Rev.  i 
Michael  Lehn,  at  a meeting  held  at  his  house  May  27th,  ! 

1 85 7.  Among  the  constituent  members  were  John  ! 

F)unkelberger,  who  was  c hosen  the  first  class-leader,  Sol-  ’ 
omon  Dunkelberger,  sen.,  \Vi!liam  and  Jereiniali  I‘>unkel- 
l.'erger,  .\(.la:n  Schreiber,  and  Adam  R .wder.  Religious 
services  had  la.-en  l‘rec[e.entlv  held  in  dwelling  houses  in 
the  neigliborlv .od  by  mim.-^ters  ot  the  Evangelical  denomi- 
nation for  five  or  six  years  (irior  to  die  formation  of  the 
cluirch.  ()n  tile  5th  of  Februarv,  1858,  ihis  sorietv  was 
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legall)  incorporated  under  the  name  of  “The  First  I'.van- 
gelical  Society  of  the  'Bown  of  Lockport,”  and  Ad.un 
Roeder,  John  Dunkelberger  and  Adam  Schreiber  were 
elected  the  first  trustees. 

A frame  church  edifice  was  erected  in  the  summer  and 
j fall  of  18  57,  on  ground  donated  for  that  juiriio^e  bv  k- 
M.  I.ehn,  and  dedicated  the  following  winter  bv  Bi'iu  ji 
J.  Seybert.  The  buildings  and  lot,  about  one-third  of  an 
acre,  are  valued  at  ,S2,ooo.  A long  row  of  carriage  slieds 
has  been  erected  on  the  same  lot. 

Rev.  Michael  Lehn,  through  whose  influence  the  soi  i- 
ety  was  organized,  was  a resident  of  the  neighliorhood, 
and  for  a long  time  officiated  as  pastor.  He  was  follow- 
ed by  Rev.  Messrs.  Schneider,  Fisher,  M.  Bitzinger,  ,\. 
Klein,  J.»  Granzebach,  F.  Lohmeyer,  N.  Sauch.  (r.  I'. 
Buesch,  and  Jacob  Eberling,  who  is  the  present  pastor, 
having  commenced  his  labors  in  the  spring  of  187S. 

This  church  belongs  to  the  New  York  Evangelical 
Conference. 

! 

I BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES  OF  LOCKBORT 
1 CITIZENS. 

Bernard  P.  Alberty  was  born  June  loth,  181;,  at  Fhir- 
ham,  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Lockport  in 
1838  from  Prattsville,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Alberty  is  a loading 
farmer,  and  has  served  as  highway  commissioner  of  the 
town  of  Lockport  for  six  years. 

Jeremy  Angevine,  a native  of  Orleans  county,  removed 
to  Niagara  county  in  1844  and  located  on  the  farm  that 
he  at  present  owns,  on  the  town  line  road  between  Lock- 
port  and  Newfane,  and  which  consists  of  about  400  acres 
of  good  land.  In  1847  he  built  the  hotel  at  WrightN 
Corners,  and  kept  it  two  years,  when  he  sold  it  to  a man 
named  Youngs. 

Hon.  Isaac  H.  Babcock  was  born  in  Rensselaerv  ille, 
Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  September  20th,  1830,  and  came 
to  Somerset,  Niagara  county,  in  1833.  In  1863  he  re- 
moved to  the  town  of  Lockport,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, having  been  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming. 
Mr.  Babcock  is  treasurm  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
Savings  Bank,  and  of  the  Holly  Steam  Combination  Com- 
pany. He  was  su[icrvisor  of  the  town  in  1863  and  1S66. 
and  member  of  Assembly  in  1S71  and  1S72. 

Asa  Baldwin,  a native  of  Shelden,  Wyoming  countv. 
located  at  AVarren’s  Corners  in  1867.  where  he  has  siiue 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit-growing. 

loseph  W.  Barron,  of  English  nativ  ity,  came  to  l.ock- 
port  in  1S52,  and  in  18G9  removed  to  the  farm  on  uim  h 
he  now  resides,  southwest  of  the  city. 

R.  .V.  Barnes  was  born  in  Cambria.  He  lived  in  < 'r- 
leans  county  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  ;n 
1862  he  enlisted  in  the  15  1st  N.  Y.  volunteers,  andi  'e"'  ■ : 
in  the  army  in  different  positions  for  three  ve-.u-  .1 

h.alf,  after  which  lie  came  to  l.ockport  and  settle. 1 > n.  ;.  e 
farm  lie  now  owns. 

J.  W.  Bramlev , a n.it: V e of  b'erby'-h i',-,,'. 

February  i8tli,  1849,  am.1  came  to  Lock|"':  t ;n  v|  .•..  i.-.; 
For  the  ]);ist  three  years  lie  has  been  connected  ■.vrd;  t 
firm  of  Br.milev  Brothers  A Co.,  minufa'  turet-'  '>i  ; -e--: 
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cast  steel  plows,  and  all  kinds  of  agricultural  and  orna- 
! mental  iron  work. 

William  F.  Carl  was  horn  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  December  24th,  1S49.  He  is  engaged  in  farming. 
In  1875  he  was  elected  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Lockport. 

S.  A.  Carson,  a native  of  Ireland,  came  lo  Lockport  in 
1865,  since  which  time  he  has  been  em[)loyed  as  super- 
intendent and  agent  of  the  Lockport  FAuit-Growers’  As- 
sociation. 

James  B.  Conkey,  a son  of  James  Conkey,  who  was 
born  in  Orwell,  Vermont,  and  removed  to  Niagara  county 
in  1815,  with  his  brother,  Holmes  A.  Conkey,  and  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Segar,  occupies  his  late  father’s  old 
homestead,  east  of  the  city  of  L.ockport.  Mr.  Conkey, 
, sen.,  died  in  July,  1857. 

. B.  W.  Clark  came  from  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  lo- 
^ cated  in  Lockport  in  1856,  living  in  the  city  till  1S70, 
when  he  bought  a part  of  the  Stephen  Wakeman  farm, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
fruit  and  grape  nurseries.  Residence  on  Canal  road,  east 
of  Lockport. 

M.  C.  Crapsey  was  born  March  nth,  1802,  at  Smith- 
feld,  Madison  county,  N.  Y.  January  31st,  1825,  he  was 
: married  to  Mary  Southworth,  of  Palmyra,  Wayne  county, 
N.  Y.  He  removed  to  Lockport  in  January,  1822.  Mr. 
Crapsey  is  a well  known  and  enterprising  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Lockport.  By  honesty,  perseverance  and  econ- 
omy he  has  amassed  a sufficiency  of  this  world’s  goods, 
and  his  home  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  and  most  attract- 
ive in  the  vicinity.  ‘ 

Robert  L.  Crocker,  a son  of  Joseph  Crocker  who  at 
the  age  of  twelve  came  to  Lockport  with  his  father,  Luth- 
er Crocker,  in  1S16,  was  born  in  the  town.  His  grand- 
father, Luther  Crocker,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Lockport. 

S.  Frost  Cushman,  a son  of  John  E.  Cushman,  a native 
■ of  Rensselaer  county,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  Niagara  county 
in  1838,  was  born  in  Somerset,  N.  Y.,  in  1S45,  and  came 
to  Lockport  in  1848  from  Newfane.  He  is  a farmer  and 
a teacher,  and  resides  at  A\'rigl\t’s  Corners. 

S.  A.  Disinger  was  born  in  Niagara  county.  He  was 
married  in  1S54  to  Miss  Nancy  Dollinger,  of  the  town  of 
Lockport.  He  is  agent  for  the  Johnson  Harvester 
Company,  of  Brockport,  N.  Y. 

George  W.  Dodge,  a native  of  Cambria,  removed  to 
Lockport  upon  the  farm  which  he  has  since  occupied  and 
where  he  now  resides,  in  1856. 

Benoni  H.  Edmunds  was  born  in  Rodman,  Jefferson 
county.  N.  Y..  in  1816,  and  two  years  later  he  came  with 
his  father’s  family  to  Niagara  county  and  settled  near 
Hartland  Corners.  He  married  .Martha  F.  Matteran,  of 
Hartland,  in  1S43.  In  July,  1S76,  he  removed  to  \\'right’s 
Corner's,  where  lie  has  since  resided,  carrying  on  the 
business  of  tanning.  Benoni  Edw  ards,  sen.,  was  a pioneer, 
and  one  of  the  jurymen  in  th.e  trials  resulting  from  ilie 
disappe.irance  of  '\\'iiliam  .Morgan,  in  nSeb. 

S.  Ernest,  a nali\e  of  Perry  county,  Pa.,  came  to  Lock- 
port  with  Ids  father's  family  in  1831.  He  moved  on  to  his 
present  farm  in  1864.  and  is  known  as  an  enter[)risir.g 


tanner  and  truit-grower;  location,  on  the  Hinman  road, 
i southwest  of  the  city  of  Lockport. 

I illiam  Ernest,  a son  of  John  Erne.st,  a native  of  Perry 

county.  Pa.,  who  came  to  Lock|)Ort  in  1831,  was  born  in 
I ''^33-  Mt.  Ernest,  sen.,  located  on  a farm  east  of  Lockport. 

; on  what  is  now  known  as  Johnny-cake  Ridge,  where  he 
resided  until  1847,  "hen  he  was  killed  by  an  accident 
while  chopping  down  a tree.  A\'illiam  Ernest  now  owns 
a farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres — seventy-fi\e  of 

■ the  old  homestead  and  some  land  purchased  of  Wait 
. Smith  in  1871 — on  which  he  has  recently  erected  a fine 
! residence. 

j Jacob  Frantz  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fayette,  Senaca 
j county,  N.  Y.,  July  6th,  1839,  and  came  to  Lockport  in 
j April,  1843.  He  was  married  February  24th,  1S70,  to 
' Mary  Ellen  Basserinan,  of  the  town  of  Lock[K>rt. 

John  Frazer,  a native  of  Ireland,  located  in  Lockport 
in  1851  and  kept  the  old  Washington  Hotel  till  1864, 

I when  he  removed  to  his  farm  in  the  west  part  of  the  town 
I of  Lockport,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

; A.  N.  Furgason  was  born  in  Newfane,  and  resided 
there  until  about  1857,  when  he  removed  to  Lockport. 

[ In  1865  he  located  at  Wright’s  Corners,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  For  th.e  past  four  years  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business. 

■ Jacob  Gaunt,  who  is  a native  of  Perry  county,  Pa., 
came  to  Niagara  county  in  1S30  and  located  in  the  east 

' part  of  the  town  of  Lockport,  where  he  has  since  followed 
the  business  of  farming  and  fruit-growing.  He  was  super- 
I visor  in  1838  and  1839,  and  again  from  iS6o  to  1865. 

I He  has  also  been  school  commissioner,  and  served  as  e.\- 
j cise  commissioner  and  inspector  of  election  four  years 
each. 

j N.  S.  Gilbert  is  a native  of  Orleans  county,  N.  Y.  Pie 
came  to  Niagara  county  in  1S61.  In  1852  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  E.  Lane.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  supervisor 
j of  the  towm  of  Lockport  in  1S76  and  1877,  and  was  re- 
elected for  1878. 

Mrs.  James  Goodrich  formerly  Miss  Amanda  Mason 
I was  born  in  the  town  of  Moriah,  Esso.k  county,  N Y..  in 
18C9.  Februarv  loth,  1831,  she  married  James  Goodrich, 
who  removed  to  Lockport  in  the  following  May,  settling 
on  the  farm  now  occu[)ied  by  Mrs.  Goodrich  the  first  ot 
i June,  of  that  year.  Mr.  Goodrich  died  July  14th,  1864, 

' an.l  his  widow  has  since  managed  the  farm. 

I Miss  .\deliza  Griswold,  daughter  of  Jesse  Griswold, 

; was  born  .April  24th,  1824,  in  the  town  of  Lockport.  Her 
father  was  a iiioneer  in  western  New  York.  ha\  ing  been 
I in  the  employ  of  Josejih  Ellicott  at  an  early  day,  cutting 
i out  and  constructing  roads  in  different  jiarts  of  the  Hol- 
land Purchase. 

W.  .'V.  Harrington  was  born  in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.. 
and  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1844.  He  was  niarned 
to  .Miss  .Amanda  Mason.  .1  native  of  Madison  count v,  \'t.. 
in  1 848.  He  loilo’a  .>  tile  ! ui siness  ot  V.  .1  i j ’cu tel  .1  m ! ■ me r. 

E.  J.  Hinman  I'.v.s  born  in  Niag.ira  ( ounty.  lie  s 
I married  to  .Miss  Marv  E.  Gardiner,  of  Monroe  count),  in 

I 1864.  .Mr.  Hinman  is  connected  with  the  Cat.ir.ict  Nurs- 

eries. 
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Witt  Himnan,  son  of  the  late  Charles  Hinman,  is 
.,,,j,rictor  of  the  Cataract  Nurseries,  on  the  Hinman  road, 
:!mest  of  the  city  of  Lockport.  He  commenced  plant- 
: -(ees  in  1872,  and  has  graduallv  increased  his  business 
• ,|  ne  has  now  about  thirty  acres  of  trees.  These  nurs- 
,tr('  well  known,  and  receive  a large  ]>atronage  in 
■ , ,ei non  and  al)road. 

Mr-..  Emily  N.  Hixson,  a daughter  of  Titus  Atwater, 
.eased,  is  a native  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
.;;o\ed  from  that  county  to  Lockport  with  her  father’s 
family  in  1837.  She  has  been  a resident  of  the  town  ever 
unce,  and  has  lived  on  her  present  farm,  on  the  Hinman 
• ul.  since  1850. 

Abraham  Jones  was  born  in  Perry  county, Pa., and  remov- 
al to  Genesee  county  in  1826,  and  from  thereto  Lockport 
ta  1834.  He  purchased  a farm  on  what  is  now  a continua- 
tion of  High  street,  east  of  the  city,  where  he  has  since  re- 
galed, following  his  trade,  as  carpenter  and  builder,  until 
his  retirement  from  active  business,  a few  years  since. 

Andrew  Keck  was  born  in  Perry  county.  Pa.,  and  came 
to  Niagara  county  in  1832.  He  was  married  in  1846  to 
Miss  L.  C.  Owen,  of  Canada.  He  is  a resident  of  the 
town  of  Lockport,  south  of  the  city. 

Hon  J.  W.  Labar,  though  American  born,  is  of  French 
descent,  his  father  having  been  a commissary  in  the  army 
of  the  Marijuis  de  La  E’ayette,  and  having  come  with  that 
distinguished  general  to  America  during  the  struggle  for 
independence.  Mr  Labar  was  born  September  5th^ 
1807,  in  the  town  of  Northampton,  Montgomery  county, 
N.  Y.  He  removed  to  Orleans  county  in  1834,  and  from 
there,  in  1836,  to  Royalton,  Niagara  county,  and  in  i860 
he  came  from  Royalton  to  the  town  of  Lockport,  where 
he  has  long  been  engaged  as  a farmer  and  fruit-grower. 
Mr.  Labar  is  a well  known  and  influential  citizen  and 
liusiness  man,  and  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  his 
ability  and  integrity  was  manifested  by  his  election  from 
this  district  as  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  for  the 
years  1857  and  1858.  He  was  married  July  14th,  1S32. 
to  Miss  Almira  Paltrier,  of  Northumberland,  Saratoga 
county,  N.  Y. 

Nathaniel  Lercli,  orchardist  and  wholesale  fruit  dealer, 
was  born  August  13th,  1835,  in  Cambria,  N.  Y.,  and  mar- 
ried December  22nd,  1859,  to  Francis  L.  Leonard,  of  Pen- 
dleton. N.  Y. 

-M.  H.  Lewis,  whoso  parents  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
< ut,  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1812.  He  re- 
moved to  Wyoming  county  in  1823,  and  from  there  to 
Lockport  in  1855,  where  he  has  since  followed  farming, 
trait-growing  and  stock-raising. 

Mr-.  J.  Long,  formerlv  .Miss  Susannah  Disinger,  is  a 
uive  of  Seneca  county.  She  was  married  in  1825  to  J 
I.  aig.  deceased,  a nitive  of  Pennsyh  ania,  who  came  to 
N'.ig.ira  county  in  1825. 

William  Mackey  was  born  in  \Villiamsport,  Pa.,  and 
with  his  father’s  famil\'  to  .Niag.ira  count)'  in  1S29. 
.1  loc.ited  in  RoyaUvin,  wliere  he  re.sided  till  i.SbS, 
n.rn  he  removed  to  Ibiff.do,  ,uid  after  remaining  there 
'our  years  came  to  Lock]>ort.  where  he  has  sim  e demoted 
■ time  to  farming  and  stoi.k  dealing. 


John  McMastcr  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in  the 
year  1844,  and  came  to  Lockport  about  1856.  Mr.  Mc- 
Master,  wdio  has  done  top-grafting  in  the  orchards  of 
Niagara  county  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  is  a practical 
grafter  and  orchardist,  and  is  agent  for  1).  W.  Hinman  ts: 
Co. 

John  Miller  was  born  in  Schenectady  county,  N.  Y., 
came  to  Niagara  county  in  1828,  and  in  1830  bought  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  Newfane.  He  removed  to  Lockport 
in  the  spring  of  1S50,  and  located  on  the  farm  he  at 
present  owns  and  cultivates. 

Eli  Moore  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.  He  came 
to  Orleans  co'cnty  in  181 1,  and  was  a prominent  earlv  se''- 
tler  there.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Johnson’s  Creek,  in  the 
town  of  Hartland,  Niagara  county.  .Afterwards  he  lived 
in  Lockport,  then  at  Pdack  Rock,  and  finally  returned  to 
Lockport  and  located  in  1865  on  the  farm  ^vhere  he  has 
since  resided. 

J.  H.  Mosher  was  born  in  Somerset,  Niagara  county, 
in  1827,  and  came  to  Lockport  in  1863.  He  is  a farmer 
by  occupation. 

Mrs.  Ordelia  Niles,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ordelia 
De  Lozier,  was  born  in  Whitesville,  N.  Y.,  in  1810.  Julv 
3rd,  1825,  she  married  P.  H.  Whitaker,  who  established 
the  first  shoe  and  leather  store  in  Lockport.  Mr.  Whit- 
aker was  killed  by  the  cars  in  1865,  and  in  1871  his 
widow  was  again  married,  to  Joseph  Niles,  who  died  in 
1874.  Mrs.  Niles  survives  him  and  lives  in  the  old 
homestead,  which  has  been  owned  in  the  family  for  forty- 
four  years. 

Chester  H.  Partridge  was  born  January  24th,  1833,  in 
Galway,  Saratoga  county,  and  came  thence  to  his  present' 
place  of  residence  in  1851.  He  is  engaged  in  farming; 
post-office,  Lockport.  He  was  married  E'ebruary  nth, 
1858,  to  Miss  Philena  Raymond,  of  Lockport;  and 
August  i8th,  1867,  to  MissPhebeA.  Morey,  of  Lagrange, 
N.  Y. 

William  Pearson,  a son  of  George  Pearson,  was  born 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  England,  in  1821,  and  came 
with  his  father  to  Lockport  in  1831,  and  located  on  the 
Slaton  Settlement  road,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  .^Irs. 
Henrv  Pearson,  whose  husband  was  a son  of  George 
Pearson,  who  resided  there  till  his  death  in  1855.  In 
1846  William  Pearson  purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.  It  consists  of  400  acres  of  land  on  the 
Slaton  Settlement  road,  and  Mr.  Pearson  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  farmers  in  the  town. 

William  P.  Pease,  farmer  and  fruit-grower,  was  born 
Julv  31st,  1830.  in  Somerset.  On  the  4th  of  October, 
rS;6,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  L'.suula  Hathaway,  . f 
Lork[)ort.  .Mr.  Pease  came  from  Girard.  Erie  i-uii.t;.. 
Pa.,  to  Locki)ort  March  ist,  1856.  His  po-t-i  ffii  e i- 
Lockport. 

Norman  Potnro),  farmer,  was  born  in  the  town  ■.! 
I.oi  kport  in  1.82.,  In  psc;  !■  m.i-r'  d • ' ' ’ 

01il>hant. 

Orsenuis  Keasoner,  t. inner,  w.i.-,  born  in  ILirti. lud.  .\.  . 

November  iith.  1827,  .in«l  was  married  Novem!  cr  gth. 
n'^54,  to  .\lvina  Maxiield,  of  the  same  to  vn. 
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William  Rol)inson  was  l)orn  in  Washin.^tor.  county, 
■N.  Y.  He  removed  to  Niagara  county  in  US44,  and 
bought  a farm  on  the  Canal  road,  uliore  1k'  has  since 
lived.  Mr.  Robinson’s  son,  Charlc-  Robins.m,  lives  on 
the  adjoining  farm,  also  owned  by  his  lather,  and  man- 
ages both  places. 

M.  C.  Sheehan,  a native  of  Ireland,  came  to  Canada 
when  three  years  old,  remaining  there  untd  1S49,  when  he 
removed  to  Lockport.  In  1862  he  purchased  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  engaged  in  tanning  .uul  the  culti 
vation  of  fruit. 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Shuler  is  the  owner  of  a fruit  farm  of  fifty 
acres  located  a mile  east  of  the  city  ot  Loc'kport.  She 
grows  some  of  the  imest  fruit  raised  in  this  seition. 

D.  Stabler,  a son  of  Henry  Stabler,  n lu>  c.une  to  Ni- 
agar.a  county  in  1830,  was  married  in  1850  to  Miss  A. 
Westman,  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Stabler  is  a 
well  known  resident  of  the  town. 

Henry  Stevens  was  born  in  Lockport  in  1839-  i860 

he  bought  and  located  on  a farm  previously  owned  by 
his  father,  Rivera  Stevens,  west  of  the  city  on  the  Shaw- 
nee road,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Mrs.  P.  S.  Smith,  daughter  of  the  late  Asa  Randall, 
was  born  in  Genesee  county  and  removeti  with  her  father  s 
family,  in  1827,  to  the  town  of  Wilson,  Niagara  county, 
where  she  remained  until  1838,  and  then  removed  to  the 
city  of  Lockport,  remaining  there  until  1867,  when  she 
removed  with  her  husband,  Mr.  P.  S.  Smith,  to  the  farm 
where  she  now  resides.  Mr.  Smith,  who  was  a native  of 
Warren  county,  N.  Y.,  died  in  1873. 

James  D.  Taylor,  farmer,  is  a native  of  the  town  of 
Hartland,  where  he  was  born  in  August.  1S20.  He  came 
to  Lockport  in  1853,  having  lived  in  Pennsylvania  from 
1842  to  i8.},9,  and  in  Pendleton  from  the  latter  date  to  the 
time  of  his  removal  to  Lockport. 

Patrick  H.  Twohey,  Michigan  street,  town  of  Lockport, 
general  dealer  in  stone  and  in  lime  and  sandstone  of 
any  dimensions,  was  born  in  Lockport  in  1855. 

Ur.  W.  A.  Townsend  was  born  in  i70-i  >n  Hebron, 
Tolland  county.  Conn.  He  removcil  to  western  New 
York  in  1815,  shortly  after  graduating;  from  the  medical 
department  of  Yale  College;  and  alter  living  in  Onondaga, 
Livingston  and  Seneca  counties  tor  .1  number  of  \ears, 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  practice  ot  medicine  on 
account  of  failing  health,  wh.en  he  came  to  Lockport  and 
purchased  a farm  ju.;t  outside  the  city,  where  he  has  con- 
tinued to  live  to  the  present. 


H.irvcy  H.  Wakeman,  a son  of  Stetihon  Wakeman  wh.v 
located  in  the  town  in  18 1 i,  and  took  up  the  farm  where 
his  son  now  lives,  on  the  Canal  road,  east  of  tlie  city,  in 
1819,  was  born  on  the  homestead  in  1822.  He  is  a farmer 
and  fruit-grower. 

James  E.  Wakeman,  farmer,  was  born  in  Lockport,  in 
1852,  on  the  farm  on  the  Warreii’s  Corners  Stone  road 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a well  known  resident  of 
the  town. 

Barney  Warren  is  a native  of  Clinton  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  in  1817.  He  removed  to  Lockport 
in  1868  from  Newfane,  Niagara  county.  In  the  spring  of 
1878  he  located  on  the  Seneca  B.  Foote  farm,  east  of  the 
city,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Isaac  Wilson,  a native  of  Watertown,  N.  Y'.,  came  to 
Lockport  in  i8'6i,  and  located  on  the  farm  he  now  occu- 
pies, on  the  Stone  road,  north  of  the  city.  He  is  an  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  farmer. 

Robert  Wilson  is  a native  of  England.  Pie  was  born 
November  28th,  1826.  Mr.  ^Vilson,  who  is  a farmer, 
residing  at  Slaton  Settlement,  in  the  town  of  Lockport, 
came  to  the  county  in  1832,  and  took  an  active  part,  in 
clearing  the  dense  forests  of  this  region. 

Jabez  S.  Woodward  was  born  April  4th,  1831,  in  the 
town  of  Phelps,  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to 
Lockport  in  the  spring  of  1832.  Mr.  Woodward  is  a 
dealer  in  hardware  in  the  city  of  Lockport,  and  owns  a 
fine  fruit  farm  of  192  acres  in  Newfane,  75  acres  of 
which  is  in  fruit.  He  has  always  been  a<'tively  engaged 
in  the  fruit  interest  of  Niagara  county  and  weste.'ii  New 
York.  He  has  been  and  is  now  vice-president  of  the 
Western  New  York  Horticultural  Society. 

C.  D.  Worrell  is  a son  of  Daniel  Worrell,  a native  of 
Vermont,  who  came  to  Lockport  in  1832.  Mr.  Worrell^ 
sen.,  had  stopjied  one  year  in  Royalton  before  coming  to 
Lockport.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1874.  C.  D.  Worrell 
follows  the  business  of  farming  at  the  old  homestead  on 
the  Warren’s  Corners  and  Lockport  Stone  road. 

Charles  Wynkoop  was  born  in  Moreland  township 
Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  September  24th,  1S04,  came 
to  Lockport  in  1823,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
farming. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  a few  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  town  not  already  mentioned  : 

Luther  Forsyth,  Mrs.  Hannah  S.  La  Roche,  W.  E. 
Palmer,  E.  Ashley  Smith,  P'.  Steadman,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Willetts. 
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EWFANE  was  so  named  by  Mrs.  James  Van 


Horn.  It  was  formed  from  Wilson,  Hart- 
''  land  and  Somerset  in  1824. 

William  Chambers  and  John  Brewer,  who 


came  to  the  town  in  1807,  from  Canada, 
were  the  first  white  settlers  of  whom  we  have  any 
account,  either  in  history  or  tradition.  They 
■ H .ited  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Eighteen-mile  creek.  Mr. 
i.’h.xmbers  met  his  death  in  1825,  while  attempting  to 
irij-is  the  Niagara  river  above  the  cataract  in  a skiff, 
1-eing  drawn  into  the  rapids  and  carried  over  the  falls. 
\ .Mr.  Cotton  settled  in  this  town  the  same  year  with 
numbers  and  Brewer. 

The  next  settlers  were  Burgoyne  Kemp  and  Peter 
ii  ipkins  in  180S,  William  and  James  Weisner  in  1810, 
ind  Eevi  Lewis  in  iSii.  These  all  came  from  the  east 
or  southeast,  as  Kemp  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  and 
die  others  from  that  State  and  Pennsylvania.  The  family 
which  Mr.  Kemp  belonged  journeyed  from  New  Jersey 
! i Canada  West  in  1786,  before  settling  in  this  town.  They 
and  their  effects  were  carried  on  pack  horses,  and  no 
»hite  person  was  met  between  Tioga  Point  and  Lewis- 
!'.n.  Their  horses  were  stolen  by  Indians  if  not  kept 

< lose  to  the  camp  at  night,  and  the  savages  murdered  a 
V )ung  man  whom  the  Kemp  party  met  on  their  way.  A 
s'M.all  drove  of  cattle  and  sheep  which  accompanied  the 
; .oncers  was  obliged  to  swim  the  Genesee  river. 

benjamin  Coomer,  Ira  Tompkins,  Benjamin  Halsted. 
Alvm  Buck,  Charles  McCiew,  Benjamin  Stout,  William 

< ‘'0])er,  Silas  Mead,  James  Hess,  Solomon  C.  Wright, 
iad  otlters,  came  to  this  Town  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
-•’.rot  1S12,  taking  an  “article”  of  the  Holland  Land 
‘ "U'.pany  for  their  lots,  and  locating  them  in  different 

>ris  of  the  town — Hess  in  the  east.  Buck  and  Wright  in 
' >outh,  Coomer  in  the  west,  Halsted,  Stout  and  others 
a the  north,  McCIew,  McKie,  Patterson  and  others  in 
center  of  the  town,  along  Eighteen-mile  creek. 

INCIDENTS  OF  THE  WAR  OF  1S12. 

During  the  trying  period  of  the  war  of  1812,  this  town, 
' ■•'ell  a.s  others,  suffered  severely  from  British,  Indians, 
• 1 tones,  the  latter  seeming  to  vie  with  the  savages  in 
r inhuman  outrage.'^  upon  th.e  peaceful  and  unoffend- 
■_  p’on.v'T  settlers,  wiio,  ha\  ing  :hus  far  succeeded  in 
, llic  bea.>ts  of  prey  from  their  doors,  were  now  set 
i ’1  by  a new  foe,  that  threatened  the  destruction  not 
of  property,  but  of  life  also. 


Those  who  had  gathered  up  all  their  worldly  effects 
and  left  their  eastern  homes  and  kindred,  hoping  to  find 
a permanent  place  of  abode  in  this  then  western  country, 
were  ruthlessly  stripped  of  every  thing,  and  driven  into 
the  wilderness,  away  from  their  new  homes,  without  food 
or  shelter,  to  become  food  for  the  savage  beasts  of  the 
forests,  or  subjects  of  charity  should  they  be  fortunate 
enough  to  reach  a settlement  beyond  the  reach  of  the  in- 
vading British  soldiery,  or  their  ferocious  ally,  the  treach- 
erous Indian  scout  of  the  war  of  1812.  Not  only  were 
the  few  inhabitants  great  sufferers,  but  that  portion  of  the 
brute  creation  that  depended  upon  human  aid  for  susten- 
ance also,  to  a great  degree,  suffered  for  want  of  proper 
food. 

During  the  war,  the  British  having  control  of  the  lake, 
it  was  necessary  in  keeping  up  the  supplies  for  our  little 
army  to  use  flat  boats,  propelled  by  oars  or  setting-poles, 
working  their  slow  way  along  as  best  they  could,  dodging 
into  bays  and  creeks  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  British 
cruisers.  A boat  loaded  with  salt  had  worked  its  way- 
up  to  near  the  mouth  of  Honeoye  creek,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered by  one  of  His  Majesty’s  cruisers,  which  at  once 
gave  chase.  Our  boys,  thinking  discretion  the  better  part 
of  valor,  ran  their  boat  into  the  mouth  of  the  creek, 
gathered  a few  settlers  who  were  near  at  hand,  and  re- 
turned to  the  boat  just  in  time  to  give  the  red-coats  a 
warm  reception.  Just  how  many  of  the  British  were 
killed  and  wounded  is  not  known,  as  those  who  were  un- 
hurt picked  up  their  dead  and  wounded,  and  retired  from 
the  scene  quite  as  briskly  as  they  came. 

The  cruiser  soon  discovered  the  mistake  it  had  made, 
and  opened  a cannonade  with  solid  shot,  which  came 
crashing  through  the  tops  of  the  trees,  over  the  heads  of 
our  men.  The  shore  of  the  lake  at  that  point  is  quite 
high,  and  the  creek,  running  almost  ])arallel  with  the 
shore  for  some  distance,  forms  a small  ravine,  n'.ak;ng 
one  of  the  best  natural  defenses  on  the  lake.  T’te 
“ Vanks,”  being  behind  this,  wore  out  of  all  danger  from 
any  of  the  solid  shot.  The  British  vessel  soon  saw  the 
folly  of  wasting  ammunition  in  that  direction,  and  ^o.)n 
disa[;peared  in  the  distance,  when  our  boys  went  on  r'.v.-.r 
way  rejoicing  with;  their  c.ir'go  of  salt. 

In  after  years,  when  Mr.  Bullard  was  clearing  up  'tiS 
fa'-m,  in  sawing  a log  'm>  im.-n  G.  ir.  1 o !|v  . 
not  cut:  and  on  takivig  c f'"m  the  tre'-  t'v.;  • 

teeth  were  badly  battered.  With  an  a.\  they  soon  to:  :t'J 
thev  had  captured  one  of  Johnny  B/ull's  blue  ];!i:m,',  tl.at 
had  lodged  in  the  tree  when  the  enemy  were  tryi’  ^ '•) 
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i.qitLire  [!rutht.'r  Jonatlian’s  salt.  Mr.  Benjamin  Stout, 
who  now  own,  llic  farm  upon  which  this  pleasant  little 
affair  oecurrcil.  h.^^  ]>loweii  up  several  of  the  round  shot 
fooled  away  that  day  by  His  Majestj’s  cruiser. 

In  no  situation  were  courage  and  resolution  so  much 
required  in  woman  as  in  the  wilderness,  during  the  settle- 
ment of  western  New  York. 

In  the  British  raid  upon  the  lake  shore  in  this  town  in 
December,  1^13,  it  was  through  the  cool  bravery  of  a 
shrewd  woman  that  licr  lioiise  and  furniture,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  flour  at  \’an  Horn’s  mill,  were  saved.  A sergeant, 
with  a stjuad  of  men,  was  sent  up  Kighteen-mile  creek  to  j 

burn  Van  Horn’s  mill  and  the  dwellings  of  the  settlers.  ! 

Arriving  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Pease,  a little  north  of  , 

Van  Horn’s  mill,  the  othcer  in  command  informed  Mrs.  ; 

Pease  of  his  mission,  and  told  her  she  could  carry  her  ' 

goods  out  of  the  house,  which  would  be  but  a small  job.  | 

Her  remonstrances  were  of  no  avail,  and  after  clearing 
the  little  log  house  of  all  she  could  carry,  she  finally  , 
asked  the  soldiers  to  help  her  carry  out  a couple  of  bar- 
rels of  brandy,  which  were  in  the  potato  hole  under  the 
floor.  They  readily  consented,  and  in  the  operation  got 
a taste  of  the  “critter,”  which  Mrs.  Pease  did  not  object 
to,  and  soon  another,  and  another,  until,  either  forgetting 
their  mission  or  becoming  a little  humane  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  brandy,  they  left  her  house  standing,  and 
also,  at  her  reijuest,  released  her  son  Enoch,  who  was  a 
prisoner  in  their  hands.and  allowed  his  brother  to  save  sev- 
eral barrels  of  flour  from  the  burning  mill,  before  thev  left 
for  Fort  Niagara  with  a few  prisoners. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war.  and  then  only  after  the 
people  generally  had  been  assured  of  safety  by  the  prop- 
er authorities,  in  a public  manner,  settlers  began  to 
come,  and  some  who  had  been  driven  away  to  return; 
soon  this  part  of  the  county  began  to  assume  an  air  of  inde- 
pendence, and  in  April,  1824,  a new  town  was  formed, 
and  all  the  machinery  incident  thereto  put  in  motion. 

Of  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  there  are  now  living 
in  the  town  Benjamin  Halsted,  David  Weisner,  Moses 
Lovell  and  Richardson. 

FROM  THE  EARLY,  RECORDS. 

The  following  information  was  taken  from  the  records 
of  the  town: 

At  an  annual  town  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  James 
Van  Horn,  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1824,  the  following 
votes  were  passed: 

For  town  officers:  Supervisor,  James  Weisner;  town 
clerk,  Jonathan  Coomer;  assessors,  Cornelius  Van  Horn, 
Solomon  C.  Wright,  Jacob  .-Mbright;  collector,  at  2'.-  per 
cent,  fees,  John  11.  McKnight  ; ])oor  masters-,  E/ra 
Barnes,  /ebulon  Coates;  commissioners  of  high.wavs 
Robert  M<  Knight,  .Vrchibald  .M(  l )onald.  Jacob  .\lbrigh.t; 
commis.:>ioners  of  common  school-.,  .\le\ander  lUitterlield, 
John,  Warner,  .Vix.hii '.ihl  M''D.in.ild;  school  inspectors 
Simon.  Newcomb,  jr,  I’cter  H'.•.^s,  Hem.m  Pratt;  con- 
stables, John  McKnight,  vleorge  Bennett. 

Voted,  to  raise  a sum  of  money  in  the  town  eoiial  to 
what  the  State  aiiords  for  the  use  of  common  schools. 


\ oted,  to  have  nij  jjound.  \'oted,  that  the  legality  of 
tences  sh:i!l  be  submitted  to  the  fence -viewers  of  the 
tow  n. 

^ oted,  that  every  road  district  shall  nominate  their  own 
overseers  of  highways. 

At  the  general  election  held  November  ist,  2nd  and 
3rd,  1824,  there  were  119  votes  cast  for  governor,  of 
which  63  Were  cast  for  Simuiel  Young,  and  56  for  De 

itt  Clinton;  scattering,  8 votes. 

At  a meeting  of  the  s<  hoed  commissioners  of  the  town, 
held  at  Dr.  Butterfield’s  on  live  19th  day  of  April,  1824, 
the  town  was  divided  into  eight  districts. 

In  1825  it  was  v oted  that  all  hogs  weighing  over  30 
pounds  shall  be  free  commoners. 

Voted,  that  any  man  having  Canada  thistles  on  his  land, 
and  letting  them  go  to  seed,  shall  pay  five  dollars. 

Voted,  that  Peabody  shall  be  discharged  from  a fine  of 
twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  suffering  spirituous 
liquors  to  be  sold  on  his  premises. 

The  following  have  served  as  supervisors  and  town 
clerks  from  1825  to  1878,  in  the  years  indicated: 

SUPERVISORS. 

1825-27,  James  Weisner;  1828,  Stephen  Hays;  1829-31 
James  Van  Horn;  1832,  Stephen  Hays;  1833,  Tames 
W'eisner;  1834,  Cornelius  Van  Horn;  1835,  John  U. 
Pease;  1836-40,  James  Weisner;  1S41,  David  Kemp; 
1842-44,  Henry  A.  Reynolds;  1845,  James  Weisner;  1846, 
John  Wh  Pulver;  1847,  James  Van  Horn,  jr.;  1848,  ]ohn 
Henning;  1849,  1850,  Peter  McCollum;  185  i,  John  Hen- 
ning; 1852,  W'alter  Shaw;  1853,  John  Henning;  1854,' 
James  Van  Horn,  jr.;  1857-60,  James  Van  Horn;  iSoi, 
1862, John  McCollum;  1863-65, Marcellus  Washburn;  tS66. 
1867,  Ale.xander  Campbell;  1868,  i S69.  Charles  S.  McCol- 
lum; 1870,  Ziba  Richardson  : 187  I.  John  McCollum;  1872, 
Benjamins.  Laughlin;  1873,  1S74,  Anthony  McKie:  1875- 
77,  William  V.  Corwin;  1878,  James  A.  McCollum. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

1823-25,  Jonathan  Coomer;  1S27,  Elisha  Newman; 
1828,  Nathaniel  Church;  1829-31,  Almeron  Newman: 

I S3  2,  James  Van  Horn,  jr. ; 1833,  James  D.  Cooper; 
1834,  Abraham  Smith;  1835,  George  Mann;  1S36,  1837, 
Daniel  Dix;  1838,  James  A.  Cooper;  1839,  I.  B.  Ran- 
som; 1840-48,  Anthony  McKie;  1849,  Henry  Eshbaugh; 
1S50,  George  Mann;  1851,  Daniel  T.  Odell;  1852,  H-vnrv 
Eshbaugh;  1853,  Anthony  >TcKie;  1854,  .-\lden 
Heith;  1855,  E/ra  Post;  1856.  Anthony  McKie;  1857- 
61,  E/.ra  Post;  1S62-65,  Jame;>  M.  .McKie;  1866.  Auuu.>tu'. 
B.  Kenall;  1S67,  1868.  lames  Ma.\ well;  1869.  Wiiliam  H. 
Follett;  1870,  Wiiliam  S.  Pike;  1S71.  1S72,  W alter  .Sii.iw; 
1873.  R.  J.  Wilson;  1.S74,  Claudius  C.  Hiison:  1-75.  .’vn- 
thonv  ,M(  Kie;  1876,  Duncan  R.  M.i.xweli;  1877,  187''. 
James  H.  I’atterson. 

BUH.DING  .VND  IW.OIWINC  BI'-INE.-s 

William  Ch.iml.ers  and  John  i’rev.cr  b.idt  t:v:r  ! 
houses,  in  the  vicinitv'  (jf  Lock])ort  and  .Main  street>,  in 
1807,  and  the  next  year  Burgoyne  Kemp  built  a double 
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FIRST  HOUSES  AND  STORES  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  NEWFANE. 


|.)u;  house  three  or  four  rods  northwest  from  where  the 
(irove  House  now  stands,  at  Olcott.  Kemp  also  built 
the  first  log  hani'.  which  stood  a short  distance  northwest 
trom  the  house.  to  iSio,  Chambers’s,  Brewer’s 

and  Kemp’s  were  the  only  buildings  east  of  the  creek  ; 
but  in  that  year,  Albright  and  the  Weisners  and  others 
came  in  and  settled  east  of  the  creek,  on  what  is  now  the 
Lake  road.  Albright  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
S.  Wilson.  At  that  time  there  were  no  settlers,  e.xcept 
Fitts,  in  Somerset,  for  several  miles  east  of  Newfane. 
Between  this  and  the  Ridge  road  was  a dense  wilderness, 
where  are  now,  along  the  Hess  road,  some  of  the  most 
fertile  farms  in  this  section  of  country.  In  1809  Mr. 
Hopkins  built  a log  house  near  the  mouth  of  what  is  now 
known  as  blopkins  creek,  and  about  1811  Benjamin  Hal- 
sted  built  his  house  at  the  mouth  of  Eighteen-mile  creek. 

Martin  Burch  built  the  first  frame  house  in  this  town, 
on  the  Lake  road,  near  where  it  crosses  Honeoye  creek  ; 
it  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Chapman.  The  building  now 
known  as  the  James  Cooper  House,  at  Olcott,  was  the 
second  frame  house  in  this  town. 

The  first  brick  house  in  this  town  was  built  by  James 
Van  Horn,  on  the  Creek  road,  one  and  a half  miles  south 
of  Olcott,  where  W.  Van  Horn  now  lives.  At  present 
there  are  several  brick  buildings  in  the  town.  The  first 
frame  barn  built  in  the  town  stands  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road,  on  the  bank  of  the  creek,  opposite  the  Cooper 
House  in  the  village  of  Olcott,  and  was  built  in  1814. 

In  1816  Stout  and  Albright  each  built  a frame  barn.  A.1- 
hright’s  was  on  the  Wilson  farm,  and  the  other  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Benjamin  Stout,  on  the  Lake  road,  east  of 
the  Eighteen-mile  creek.  Mr.  Benjamin  Stout  laid  the 
floor  in  his  father’s  barn  when  he  was  thirteen  years  old. 
The  barn  is  still  standing,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road, 
opposite  Mr.  Stout’s  residence,  and  is  as  good  as  new, 
and  has  the  original  floor  and  siding. 

STORES. 

In  1812  Asa  Douglass  kept  a small  store  at  what  was 
then  Kemp\ille,  and  is  now  (Dlcott,  and  in  1816  he  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Eddy,  who  kept  a store  in  the  old  red 
building  west  of  the  Cooper  House,  Olcott.  There  was 
also  a store  opposite  Cooper’s,  kej't  by  Boyce  & Falwell. 
In  1S21  Archibald  .McDonald  opened  a store  in  the  rear 
of  where  Thurber's  store  now  stands,  and  at  that  time  i‘, 
was  the  only  one  in  the  [Uace.  Soon  after  Van  Horn 
built  his  mills,  he  opened  a store  at  that  jflace,  one  and  a 
half  miles  south  of  (h'cott.  .\t  that  time  all  goods  and 
groceries  were  brought  by  water  from  the  mouth  of  the 
C.enesce  river  in  -ailing  vessels;  but  at  the  [iresent  lime 
all  goods  are  tran-^poned  by  the  K.  W.  ye  O.  railroad,  as 
the  st.ition  on  that  line  is  but  one  and  a half  miles  dis- 
tant. 'I'irere  are  at  present  si.\  st'tres  m the  town. 

T .V  1-:  K V s. 

H.il.-^teal,  br.uiy,  livlie:  licM,  Nicimls,  1 l.irris  and.  CwCjper 
Mere  the  ear!\-  Kemp\i'.!e  ta'.ern-keepers,  Benjindn 
Halsterl  wa.s  the  fir.-t  m.m  to  open  .in  inn,  or  t.u  ern,  at 
Kemii\ille,  which,  acionling  to  tr.idition,  he  did  .is  earlj 


as  1812.  His  was  what  was  own  as  a double  lee 
tavern,  or,  in  other  wi'rds,  a lo_  use  with  two  ro.im-. 
with  a chimney  of  Stic.  other  anefent  materia!  at  each 

end  of  the  house.  The  ■’vern  was  on  the  site  of  the 
Cooper  House. 

Halsted  was  succeeded  in  1815  by  Mr.  Brady,  who  was 
followed  by  one  Harris,  and  he  by  one  Nichols,  and  then 
came  V illiam  D.  Cooper,  who  built  the  present  hotel.  In 
1819  Ale.xander  Butterfield,  M.  D.,  kept  tavern  in  the 
building  now  standing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  roatl 
from  the  Cooper  House.  The  doctor  was  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  in  the  then  town  of  Wilson.  'I'he 
west  room  of  the  house  was  the  bar-room,  ,ind  the  erot 
room  the  parlor:  and  in  this  room,  in  1819,  the  \ eneraiiie 
old  doctor,  or  rather  justice  of  the  peace,  performed  tlie 
marriage  ceremony  uniting  Mr.  Silas  Mead  and  his  future 
wife  in  the  bonds  of  holy  wedlock.  Mr.  .Mead  is  still 
living  in  the  village  of  Olcott. 

'Fhere  was  also  a tavern  kept  by  .-\.sa  Douglass  in  a 
double  log  house,  where  John  Morquett’s  house  now 
stands,  in  tire  village  of  Olcott. 

In  the  early  history  of  this  town,  there  was  an  old  log 
tavern  just  south  of  W.  V.  Corwin’s,  between  the  house 
and  the  little  creek,  on  the  road  from  \Vrig’nt’s  Corners 
to  Olcott,  kept  by  William  Cooper,  familiarly  known  as 
“Uncle  Billy,’’  and  the  jolliest  landlord  in  the  countrv. 

Alvin  Buck  located  at  what  is  now  \Vright’s  Corners  in 
1817,  and  kept  a tavern  in  a double  log  house.  Solomon 
C.  Wright  suceeded  Buck  in  1S24,  and  was  postmaster 
at  that  place  for  forty-five  years.  In  1S23  .Arthur  Patter- 
son opened  a hotel  at  Charlotte,  near  the  center  of  the 
town.  His  was  a frame,  two-story  house,  and  is  still 
standing. 

There  are  at  present  three  hotels  in  the  town,  all  loca- 
ted at  Olcott — the  Lake  Shore  Hotel,  Grove  Hotel,  .ir.d 
Cooper  House. 

PHVSICIANS. 

.Alexander  Butterfield  was  the  first  resident  iiiivsician 
at  what  is  now  Olcott,  locating  there  in  1814.  He  h.id  a 
very  large  practice  during  his  long  and  useful  life.  1 'o<  - 
tor  Butterfield  died  November  19th,  1867,  aged  73  \ear.>. 
During  his  illness,  Mrs.  Butterfield  was  taken  sick,  and 
died  in  about  thirty  minutes  after  the  death  of  the  doctc-r. 
aged  69  years. 

Doctor  John  Warren  located  soon  after  Doctor  But'er- 
lield,  and  died  at  Cflcott,  May  24th.  1834. 

At  present  there  are  three  physicians  in  the  Imvc. 
Doctor  M(  Fadden  at  Olcott.  and  Drs.  Crane  .md  .'^adnhe- 
son  at  Charlotte. 

(.Kisr-.Mii  i.s. 

In  iSio  I.e\  i Ellis  came  from  Seneca  county.  \ . 
and  commenced  a grist-mill  on  Fighteen-mile  <r(.U- 
The  dam  w.is  localetl  almost  directly  under  t'le  , 

biid-,c.  vhvrc  it  I ro-s^  ; tlie  creek.  IFf'''-.  . : ' ■ 

tlu;  mill  (.1.  :a,  .’di'.  f.iii,-  and  nearl)'  ah.  hi--  im  n ■> 
sick  with  fe'.er  and  ague,  and  returned  to  Senec.;  i 
?\lr.  lames  A'aii  Horn  linished  the  work  and  ]mt  the  mv  > 
in  c'peration. 
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HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY.  NFAV  YORK. 


In  1813  the  British  authorities,  learning  of  the  mill,  | 
and  claiming  that  it  was  working  for  the  United  Slates  | 
go\ernment,  sent  a sergeant  and  eighteen  men  to  burn  | 

it,  which  they  did,  destroying  everything,  except  a few  | 
barrels  of  flour,  which  they  very  kindly  left  for  the  bene-  | 
fit  of  the  few  poor  settlers  who  had  not  taken  up  arms 
against  the  British  government. 

In  1817  the  grist-mill  was  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Van  Horn, 
with  Ira  d'ompkins  as  millwright;  it  was  fitted  with  two 
run  of  stones,  and  located  on  the  site  of  the  present 
mills. 

In  1839  the  two  mills  were  destroyed  by  fire;  imme- 
diately work  was  commenced,  and  in  1840  the  present 
mills  were  put  in  operation,  with  three  run  of  stones. 
Since  then  extensive  repairs  have  been  made,  flouring  ! 

machinery  has  been  [uit  in,  and  the  mill  is  now  known  as  | 
the  “ Lake  Shore  Mills,"  owned  and  operated  by  Mr. 
Arrowsmith.  The  present  mills  are  located  one  and  a 
half  miles  south  of  Olcott,  and  but  a few  rods  above 
where  the  original  mills  were  built.  i 

Tompkins  Mill  (grist-mill)  ison  the  Eighteen-mile  creek, 
about  six  nriles  from  its  mouth.  This  mill  was  erected  in 
1869  by  Hon.  Ira  Tompkins,  and  is  now  in  good  condi- 
tion and  doing  a good  business.  There  was  -an  old  mill 
on  the  same  site  in  1835,  known  as  Adams  Mills,  j 
but  it  went  to  decay  long  before  the  present  mills  were 
built. 

Charlotte  Grist-iMill  was  built  in  1835,  and  is  located 
at  Charlotte  village,  on  the  Eighteen-mile  creek,  four 
miles  south  of  Olcott.  It  is  a custom  mill,  doing  a good 
business.  j 

Burgoyne  Kemp  built  a grist-mill  in  1814,  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Honcoye  creek,  east  of  Olcott,  on  the  lake  1 
shore,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Benjamin  Stout.  It 
had  but  one  run  of  stones,  and  went  to  decay  in  1835. 

S.VW-MILLS. 

In  i8ti  Jacob  .Vlbright  built  a saw-mill  on  Keg  creek, 
a little  south  of  the  Lake  road.  This  mill  was  burned 
during  the  war  of  1812,  and  afterward  rebuilt  by  Mr. 
Albright. 

In  1827  there  was  a saw-mill  on  Honeoye  creek,  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  James  Chapman,  east  of  Ol- 
cott ; it  was  known  at  that  time  as  the  " Stout  and  AVeis-  | 
ner”  mill,  and  was  destroyed  about  1S30.  j 

■Shubal  S.  Merritt  owned  a saw-mill  on  Keg  creek,  ^ 

north  of  the  Lake  road,  in  1S27.  There  are  the  remains  | 

of  an  old  mill  still  standing.  | 

There  was  also  a saw-mill  at  Van  Horn's  in  1812,  and  j 
it  was  burned  witii  the  grist-mill,  in  Deceml'cr,  1813,  by  i 
the  British.  There  v.ere  also  saw-mills  at  Tompkins’s 
Mills,  and  Charh>tte.  I 

There  is  at  imesent  a saw-mill  at  .Vrrowsmiih's  late 
Van  Horn’s,,  om:  at  Charlotte,  and  one  at  Tompkins’s  | 
mills.  i 

SltOI’S  M ANl't  .aCTOKlI'.S.  j 

Nalh.iuiel  Sw.iriwout  w.t'-  lire  m.ister  buiUlcr  in  I'.ie  t.  w n 
up  to  1S17,  wl’.eii  La  Tompkins  came  Hum  .Scncc,;  coun-  ; 


ty,  N.  Y.  Swartwout  built  the  barns  for  Albright  and 
Stout  iHi^.  ^Fr,  loin|jI\ins  is  cilso  n.  m 1j\* 
trade,  and  has  built  nearly  all  the  mills  in  the  town.  He 
has  probably  built  more  buildings  than  any  other  one  car- 
penter and  builder  in  the  c(;unty  of  Niagara. 

Tiionias  .\tmstrong  opened  a blacksmith  shop  at  Olcott 
in  1814,  on  the  bank  of  the  creek,  just  east  of  where  the 
Cooper  House  now  stands.  A Mr.  Hartwell  was  also  an 
early  blacksmith  in  the  town. 

There  are  at  jiresent,  blacksmiths  at  Coomer  Road, 
Hess  Road,  Charlotte,  Ridge  Road  and  Olcott. 

In  1842  Mr.  \'an  Horn  built  a woolen  factory  on  the 
Eighteen-mile  creek,  about  two  and  a half  miles  south  of 
Olcott.  The  mill  was  closed  in  1874.  Van  Horn  N Co. 
also  had  a clothier’s  sho])  at  the  same  place.  Mr.  New- 
man operated  a clothier’s  shop  on  the  Eighteen-mile  creek, 
nearly  ojiposite  .\.  McClew’s.  James  Van  Horn  worked 
a distillery  near  his  house  in  1S25. 

The  Charlotte  Woolen  Mills,  located  at  Charlotte  vil- 
lage, were  built  in  1863  by  Niles  tie  Van  Ostrand,  and 
operated  by  them,  and  in  i860  by  H.  B.  Gulick,  when 
they  were  purchased  by  Swift,  Osgood  & Co.,  and  sold  in 
1869  to  Clark  N Ingraham,  who  sold  in  1876  to  H.  B. 
Guhek  A Son,  and  R.  L.  Gulick  purchased  the  property 
of  them  in  1877. 

T.WNtRY. 

The  only  tannery  in  this  town  was  in  1820-21  owned 
and  operated  by  John  1 ).  Cohler.  It  was  located  on  the 
west  side  of  the  mouth  of  Eighteen-mile  creek.  Whiting 
followed  Cohler  in  the  business,  and  it  was  soon  aban- 
doned. 


ANTIQUITIES. 

Some  time  previous  to  1700,  or  during  the  French  and 
Indian  war,  the  French,  as  is  supposed,  built  a small  re- 
doubt, or  fort,  on  the  point  on  the  lake  shore  at  the 
west  side  of  the  mouth  of  Imghteen-mile  Creek.  The 
land  is  now  owned  and  cultivated  by  iMr.  Wright.  From 
tra(  es  of  the  works  that  are  still  to  be  seen  it  is  thought 
they  Were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  diameter, 
if  circular,  or  the  same  distance  on  either  siae,  if  s>pia'e. 

Uuring  the  process  of  cultivating  this  spiot  of  ground 
and  its  surroundings,  man\  relics  have  been  tomul. 
pflainly  indie  rting  its  occupancy  by  the  French. 

In  1825  a Frenchman  came  here  and  made  ddi_ent 
search  for  gold,  which  he  said,  was  put  inside  of  a long 
cannon  ,uul  buried.  \\  hether  he  e\  er  tound  any  or  not 
is  unknown,  as  he  disappeared  ipaite  as  m}steriously  as 
he  came. 

In  iSi  3 there  ua.s  an  Indian  camping  ground  on  the 
we.-’t  side  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Benjamin  Stout, 
near  the  mouth  of  lloneoye  creek.  The  Indians  h.ere  m 
1813  claimed  that  this  spot  was  one  of  the  camping 
grounds  of  their  fath.ers  and  chiefs,  when  ojiiiosing  their 
Francli  enemies.  Thev  were  in  tire  habit  of  eump'ng 
iierc  to.'  several  weeks  at  a time,  devoting  the  time  to 
hunting  and  lish.ing. 
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ROADS,  IIRIDOKS  AND  RURVING  GROUNDS  IN  NIAVFANK. 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

1 in'  t'lllou  ing  is  a record  of  the  fir.st  road  laid  out  after 
tSe  tov\n  of  New  fane  was  erected  ; 

"Survey  of  a road  beginning  at  the  Transit  line,  at  or 
fu-.jr  the  center  of  lot  No.  4,  in  the  14th  section;  thence 
r.'t  on  William  Cooper’s  north  line,  60  chains,  to  the 
c.iNf  line  of  said  lot  No.  4;  thence  south  on  said  line,  80 
hnks,  thence  east  to  a line  dividing  the  loth  section  on 
ihc  Hess  road. 

“J.\COii  C.  Alisright,  } Commissioners  of 
Rohert  McKxight,  1 Highways. 

“June  I ith,  1S24.’’ 

The  Coomer  road,  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  run- 
ning from  the^  Lake  road,  on  a line  parallel  with  the 
west  line  of  the  town  and  three-([uarters  of  a mile  east  of 
it,  to  the  south  line,  was  established  in  the  early  histor\- 
of  Newfane  by  Benjamin  Coomer,  who  lived  upon  its  line  ; 
and  was  quite  an  influential  man  in  the  town.  He  died 
October  26th,  1817,  and  was  buried  in  the  village  ceme- 
tery at  Olcott.  A common  field  stone  marks  his  resting 
P'lace,  and  only  his  name  and  the  above  date  can  be 
traced,  the  rest  having  scaled  off  by  the  action  of  the 
atmosphere. 

The  Hess  road  was  laid  out  in  the  fall  of  1S21,  by  the 
commissioners  of  highways  and  surveyor,  Mr.  Peter 
Hess  assisting  in  cutting  out  the  logs  and  brush.  The 
first  path  was  indicated  by  marked  trees;  it  ran  from 
northwest  to  southeast,  and  struck  the. Ridge  road  west 
of  ddartland  Corners.  The  road  derived  its  name  from 
the  Hess  brothers,  living  on  its  line.  James  Hess  chop- 
ped the  road  out,  three  rods  wide,  for  one  mile  on  its 
line,  receiving  pay  for  three-quarters  of  a mile,  and  do- 
nating the  other  quarter.  'Fhis  road  is  on  the  east  side 
of  the  town,  running  parallel  with  the  east  line  of  the 
town,  and  three-tpiarters  of  a mile  from  it,  from  the  Lake 
road  on  the  north,  to  the  town  line  on  the  south. 

The  Creek  road  runs  from  near  \Vright’s  Corners,  on 
the  south  line  of  this  town,  to  Tompkins's  Mills,  where  it 
strikes  the  Eighteen-mile  creek,  thence  to  Olcott,  on  the 
lake.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  roads  in  the  town,  having 
been  used  as  early  as  iSoS  or  1S09.  1 

The  original  road  Avent  along  the  east  bank  of  the  ' 
creek  as  it  winds  and  turns,  and  that  [>ortion  of  it  between 
Tompkins’s  Mills  and  the  ridge  was,  in  early  times  and  in  j 
rainy  seasons,  almost  impassable  on  account  of  the  mud, 
while  at  the  present  time,  with  ditching,  tu.npiking  and 
drawing  on  gravel,  it  has  become  one  of  the  good  roads 
of  the  town 

i 

The  Ewing  road,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Eiglueen-mile 
creek,  runs  from  the  Like  '^hore  half  a mile  west  of 
Olcott,  in  a southerly  direr  lion,  to  the  town-line  of  Lock- 
port.  It  was  named  from  famiiies  li\ing  along  the 
road. 

'I’he  Lake  road  runs  across  tiie  north  etui  of  tlie  town, 
nearly  parallel  wiili  the  lake  shore,  and  a little  soul!'.  I'i 
the  road  that  Burgoyne  Kemp  cut  along  the  lake  shore 
for  the  Hull.md  Land  Company  ea-.t  to  the  county  line.  i 

I'I'.e  Inst  brii.lge  ot  whii  h we  could  gam  ,mv  intornni- 


tion  of  importance,  was  the  one  at  Kenqivihe,  now  Oieiva, 
in  1811.  'Lhere  was  at  that  time  the  frame  of  a uridae, 
but  no  plank  on  it  finished. 

In  1825  General  James  \\’eisner  contracted  with  the 
town  autl'.orities  to  built  a bridge  across  the  High, teen- 
mile  creek  at  Olcott.  The  bridge  was  to  be  400  feet  lone, 
in  twenty  spans  of  twenty  feet  each.  The  frame  Wv,s  to 
be  of  white  oak,  the  timbers  to  be  twelve  bv  si.vtecn 
inches,  and  the  bridge  twenty-seven  feel  wide.  The  con- 
tract j.rice  was  fi\e  hundred  dollars.  .Mr.  Peter  Ile-^, 
now  living  in  Somerset,  worked  on  th.e  bridge  f'T  (ieiie- 
ral  A\  eisner,  and  scored  ino.-l  of  the  timber,  ready  for 
hewing. 

Previous  to  this,  there  was  only  a foot  bridge  at  the 
mouth  of  the  creek.  Since  then  about  three  hundred 
teet  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  has  been  dvked.  suffi- 
ciently wide  tor  teams  to  pass,  and  a fine  row  of  w illuw.-.  is 
growing  upon  the  north,  or  lake  sitle  of  the  dy  kc. 

The  old  bridge  at  this  place  was  taken  down  in  1878 
and  an  iron  bridge  built,  for  which  the  town  board  ap- 
propriated $4,000.  The  iron  structure  is  one  hundrerl 
feet  long  and  twenty-two  feet  wide,  w ith  a roadwav  in 
the  middle  and  a foot  jjath  on  each  side. 

There  are  seven  bridges  crossing  the  Eighteen-mile 
creek,  and  fifteen  crossing  the  other  creeks  and  their 
branches  in  this  town. 

BURYING  (iROUNDS. 

Previous  to  the  year  1817,  there  was  a burial  place  near 
the  west  bank  of  Keg  creek,  south  of  the  I.ake  road,  i n 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Stejihen  Wilson,  but  it  has  all 
been  washed  away  by  the  action  of  the  water  upon  r'.ie 
hank  of  the  creek. 

The  grave-yard  at  (flcott  was  occupied  as  early  as 
October  26th,  1817,  w hen  one  Benjamin  was  buried  there. 
The  following  are  a few  of  the  oldest  [lersons  buried  in 
the  Olcott  yard  ; Pilizabeth  Shaver,  born  1760.  died  iShg. 
aged  104  ; Daniel  .-Vndrews,  aged  75  ; Peter  IKss.  aged 
85  years,  7 months  and  14  days  ; Dr.  Alexander  Bmter- 
field,  aged  69.  There  are  burial  grounds  at  Charlotte. 
Wright's  Corners,  and  on  the  Hess  road,  Ewing  road, 
and  Lake  road,  and  sewral  family  burying  groun..is  in 
other  parts  of  the  town. 

VILLAGES  AND  POST-OFFICES. 

Ch.xri.o  i"i  K deri\ es  its  name  from  a former  ow  nc-r  o' 
the  land  iqton  which  the  \ illage  stands,  Hon.  Gei.'rge  R 
Davis,  of  Trov,  N.  V..  who  named  the  \ill.;ge  ,i:ter  .'  •■ 
daughter  Charlotte.  It  is  located  on  E;giueer.-mile  or. ..  . 
four  miles  nortli  of  CHcott.  and  has  a popul.’.tu >n  .a  ... 
four  hundred.  It  contains  a post-otiice,  tw-.,.  •. 
grist-mill,  saw-mill,  store,  blacksmith  •'h"p.  I'm  .;  _ . 
school-house,  woolen  mills,  .md  the  man.aMctur.n,,  e-i  • 
lishment  of  the  Newfane  Box  and  B.i-ket  C an; . 

( )i  e'o  r r IS  ;;ie,i.-5,.ntly  La  .','ed  . t ;■■  ■.  ■ ' ' ' 1 - 

mile  cr,:ek,  on  the  shore  ot  1 ake  ' 'r,;.  •.  I . . 

banks,  and  the  well  preser\ed  gloves.  !‘e.r.-fi  u w — ...  . 
encl'amting  scener\ , with  the  coefl.  br,.i  m_  .nr  ir'  Ui  ' e 
lake,  go  to  make  it  a.n  agree.dole  loi  ,ilit\  oa  -,;nr  .v  r r.  - 
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sort.  It  has  one  of  the  best  harbors,  on  the  lake,  witli 
sufficient  water  and  room  for  the  largest  vessels.  It  is 
also  a port  of  entry,  and  has  its  custom-house  officer,  in  j 
the  person  of  Henry  Kinney,  Esq.  i 

At  tliis  place  there  are  two  piers,  built  by  the  United  i 
States  government,  for  the  accommodation  of  lake  com-  ! 
merce,  projecting  from  either  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  | 
creek,  into  the  lake,  a distance  of  eight  hundred  and  j 

eighty  feet,  and  twenty  feet  wide.  Upon  the  outer  end  of  I 

the  west  pier  is  located  the  government  light-house,  with 
Mr.  Charles  Mathews  as  keeper.  The  light  is  hfty  feet 
the  water,  with  a ])itent  retlector.  Geographically  this 
above  light  is  located  in  latitude  north  gj*-’  20'  04",  and 
longitude  west  78’  41'  30".  There  is  a line  of  steamers 
running  from  this  port  to  all  points  on  the  lake. 

This  place,  it  is  said,  was  a scene  of  warfare  during 
the  French  and  Indian  war.  The  land  upon  which  the 
village  is  located  was  owned  in  1808  by  William  Cham- 
bers on  the  west  side  of  the  creek,  who  subsequently  sold 
to  Benjamin  Halsted,  and  on  the  east  of  the  creek  by 
Burgoyne  Kemp,  who  named  the  place  Kempville.  The 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  was  afterwards  owned 
by  J.  D.  Cooper. 

For  quite  a number  of  years,  the  whole  of  the  business 
was  done  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek,  where  stood  the 
church,  two  or  three  stores,  as  many  taverns,  and  other 
business  establishments. 

When  J.  D.  Cooper  came  into  possession  of  the  land 
upon  the  east  side  of  the  creek,  it  was  surveyed  into 
building  lots  and  streets,  and  sold  at  prices  that  brought 
in  a population  ; and  at  present,  the  whole _ business  of 
the  village  is  carried  on  upon  the  east  side  of  the  creek, 
with  the  exception  of  one  hotel. 

There  are  at  present  three  churches,  a school-house, 
three  hotels,  two  stores,  a post-office,  blacksmith,  wagon 
and  cooper  shops,  a cider-mill,  etc.,  with  a population  of 
about  400. 

About  the  year  1S2S  or  1S30,  the  sailing  vessel  owned 
by  Captain  Mark  Burch,  called  the  “Crazy  Jane,”  was 
very  mysteriously  sunk  in  the  harbor  at  this  place,  near 
the  south  end  of  the  east  pier,  or  between  that  and  the 
warehouse  at  the  east  end  of  the  bridge  ; and  in  1874, 
while  the  government  dredge  was  dredging  out  the  har- 
bor, most  of  the  “ Crazy  Jane”  was  raised,  and  pieces  of 
her  are  in  the  hands  of  relic  hunters. 

Olcott  post-office  was  the  first  in  the  town,  and  was 
established  as  early  as  1S17,  when  Doctor  Alexander  But- 
terfield was  posunaster,  and  then  received  the  mail  from 
Hartland  Corners  as  often  as  some  kind  neighbor  would 
volunteer  to  hiring  it  down.  'I'his  office  is  now  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Lombard  as  postmaster,  and  receives  the 
n'.ails  daily  from  Lockport. 

Ct'DMUR  Rci.m)  [lost-office,  located  on  what  is  known  as 
the  Coomer  road,  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  was 
establisheil  February  3d,  1803,  with  'I'hcaHlore  M.  Titus 
as  [lostmaster.  The  [ircscnt  incumbent  is  Simon  L. 
Clement. 

Nkwc.vnk  Sr.x  i iox  [>ost-office,  at  the  railroail  cross- 
ing. one  and  .1  luilf  miles  south  of  (ficaUt,  on  the  v.\tst  siile 


of  Eighteen-mile  creek,  was  established  August  26th,  1876, 
with  J.  II.  Mandeville  as  jiostmaster. 

Hkss  Roa!)  ])ost-office,  located  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Rome,  Watertown  and  Ogdensburg  Railroad,  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  town,  receives  its  mail  nine  times 
[ler  week;  six  by  railroad,  three  by  stage.  V.  H.  i ergu- 
son  Dostmaster. 

RiiKiK  Road  ])ost  office,  located  on  the  Ridge  road, 
in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town,  and  northeast  of 
Wright's  Corners,  receives  daily  mail.  Cornelius  C.  Tice 
postmaster. 

Wright’s  Cornkrs,  on  the  Ridge  road,  on  the  south 
line  ot  the  town,  three  miles  from  Lockport,  receives  its 
mail  daily;  Mrs.  Briggs  postmistress. 

TEMPERANCE  ORGANIZ.VTIONS. 

Newfane  Lodge,  No.  722,  I.  O.  of  G.  '1'.,  located  at 
Charlotte,  was  instituted  June  iith,  1874,  with  sixteen 
members  and  the  following  officers:  W.  H.  Staats.  'A'.  C. 
T.;  Mary  A.  Staats,  W.  Y.  T.;  J.  P.  Warren,  secretary. 

The  present  officers  are  J.  P.  Warren,  W.  C.  T.;  Ber 
tha  E.  Maxwell,  W.  Y.  T.;  Jennie  McClew,  M'.  S.:  with 
seventy  members  re[iorted  in  June,  187S. 

Charlotte  Di\  ision,  No.  100,  Sons  of  Temperance  was 
instituted  in  F’ebruary,  1874,  and  surrendered  in  May  of 
the  same  year. 

RELIGIOUS  HISTORY. 

Elder  Mairs,  a Methodist  itinerant  [ireacher,  preached 
here  in  1816. 

Rev.  Jehiel  Weisner  was  the  first  Baptist  preacher  in 
the  town.  He  preached  here  in  the  year  1S12.  Manv 
pleasing  stories  are  related  of  elder  \Veisner's  sayings  and 
doings. 

Elder  Shepherdson  was  one  of  the  early  itinerants  in 
this  section  of  country.  He  was  born  in  1S12.  when  the 
first  circuit  covered  a large  extent  of  country. 

The  house  of  Silas  Mead  was  the  home  of  the  Method- 
ist itinerants,  and  was  known  throughout  this  section  as 
the  “ Methodist  tavern." 

THE  WEsI. EVANS. 

The  Wesleyan  Methodist  church.  located  at  (f)lcott, 
was  organized  in  1S49,  wiih  about  ten  membeiT.  with 
William  Henderson  as  the  fir.-^t  class-leader.  In  iSso  the 
society  built  its  present  church  edifice.  It  is  of  cobble 
stone.  The  size  of  tlie  building  is  30  by  40  feet,  and  it 
cost  about  iSi.yoo.  The  first  [ireacher  was  .\>a  ^\'arren. 
He  was  followed  by  Revs.  Samuel  Philli[is.  1).  B.  Dou^- 
I las,  ^Vi!liam  L.  Kr.de.  John  Watson,  Henry  Norton.  Wd- 
liam  Pc[i[ier,  ^\■il!i.lm  P.  Ray,  C.  L.  Hawley,  .\.  ,\.  Hud- 
son, Thomas  Ei\:ng  and  jenathm  Sible\'.  the  present 
[lastor.  The  [iresent  niembershi|i  number>  twent\'-fi\ e. 
The  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  1851.  with  l-fev.  I). 
B.  Dougl.'o  a - siqierd'.'.jndent 

L'M\  ER-^A  U.-  1 . 

The  Universalist  church  on  Loi'k[iort  street,  :n  tlm  vil- 
lige  of  ()lcoH,  i-^  ot  brick,  about  40  b}  50  feet,  with 
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and  was  built  and  dedicated  in  1859.  Rev.  J. 
H ruttle,  of  Rochester,  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon, 
t he  'society  was  organised  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1858, 
*:th  forty-two  members.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in 
;h  - W'eslevan  Methodist  church.  The  first  preacher  was 
Kcv.  R.  H.  Tullman.  'I'he  Sunday-school  connected  with 
society  was  org.anized  in  1859,  with  sixty  scholars. 
1 he  pastor  of  the  church  was  the  first  superintendent. 
! !ie  iirc'cnt  average  attendance  of  pujals  is  thirty-five- 
\\ . i’.  Stout  is  superintendent.  The  volumes  in  the  library 
ruiinber  500.  The  first  trustees  of  this  society  were; 
j.imes  1).  Cooper,  Benjamin  Stout,  and  .\.  T.  I.ane.  The 
present  board  consists  of  W.  T.  Stout,  R.  A.  Ferris,  and 
S.  Messeroll, 

METHODIST  EPlSCOt’.XL  CHURCHES. 

The  first  organization  of  this  denomination  at  Olcott 
v\a>  in  1815,  as  we  find  by  an  old  record  that  Mrs.  Alex- 
ander Bulterfield  was  a member  of  a class  in  that  year. 
The  same  record,  although  imperfectly  kept,  gives  the 
following  as  among  the  early  members  of  the  society: 
John  Billings,  Lina  Armstrong,  M.  Billings,  Maria  Bowers, 
Mary  Crownover,  Elijah  Foote,  Oliver  Foote,  Elizabeth 
Henderson,  Nancy  Flolmes,  John  B.  Kemp,  Maria  Kemp, 
Fanny  Kemp,  John  M.  Lindsay,  Eliza  A.  Lindsay,  Samuel 
Lockwood,  Vashti  Lockwood,  Hester  Lane,  William  Lind- 
say, Talcott  Merwin  and  Abram  Phillips.  The  records 
fail  to  give  the  name  of  the  first  leader,  but  tradition  gives 
Samuel  Lockwood  the  honor. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1832,  Nathaniel  Church  and 
I.ucy  B.  Church,  his  wife,  gave  to  the  society  by  deed 
the  lot  upon  which  the  church  now'  stands,  on  the  w-est 
side  of  the  village,  about  eighty  rods  from  Eignteen-mile 
creek.  Thomas  Ewing  and  Daniel  McClellan  were  wit- 
nesses to  the  deed. 

In  1833  the  society  built  a frame  church,  forty  by  forty- 
five  feet,  finishing  it  the  same  year  at  a cost  of  §1,300. 

The  first  board  of  trustees  named  in  the  deed  consisted 
of  William  Henderson,  Samuel  Lockwood,  Nathaniel 
Pease,  Enoch  Pease,  Abram  Phillips,  Nathaniel  Corey 
and  Talcott  Merwin. 

The  following  ministers,  and  in  the  order  named,  as 
near  as  could  be  ascertained,  have  served  this  iieople  : 
Revs.  John  H.  Wallace,  Joseiih  .\twood,  Josiah  Break- 
man,  James  H.  Whalen,  Samuel  Saulsbiiry,  John  P>.  Lank- 
ton,  Matthew  Henderson.  Salmon  Judd,A  illiam  B.  Slaugh- 
ter, William  H.  Seism,  Henry  R.  Smith,  Hiram  May, 
^Villiam  B.  Cooley,  William  I).  Jewett,  M.  \V.  Rij)le\',  J, 
Vaughn,  P'.  W.  Conable,  - — Watts,  C.  1).  Burlingham. 

P.  W.  Could, Kellogg.  C.  '1',  Foote,  Z.  Hurd.  PI. 

N’an  BenM.hoten,  1'.  N.  Leake,  .V.  Staples,  C.  )\’.  Swift,  J. 
McClellan,  and  E.  J.  )\’hitney,  the  present  pastor. 

'I'he  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  it>33,  with  Pizra 
Foote  superinteiv.lent,  and  se\enty  scholars.  The  pres- 
ent supenntendeni  !>.  1.  'V.  Allen.  'Phere  are  fifty 
scdiulari,  and  25c  .oluine-  in  the  library. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Charlotte  w.is  or- 
ganized .April  22nd,  1844.  The  first  class  was  tormed  at 
•Adam’s  Mills,  with  Janies  Mathews  a->  L.id.er,  in  1832. 

IB 


I There  was  preaching  at  this  place  every  two  weeks,  in 

I the  old  log  school-house  that  stood  where  Mrs.  I'olen's 

I house  now  stands.  The  records  do  not  give  the  names 
of  preachers  until  1835,  when  S.  Judd  and  W.  I).  [eweti 
j were  on  this  circuit;  in  1836,  W.  O.  Jewett  and  John 
I Johnson;  in  1837-38,  1).  Nichols;  1839,  184°-  J-  !>•  Lank- 
ton;  1841,  A.  P.  Ripley. 

In  1842  the  place  of  preaching  was  changed  to  Char- 
lotte, with  W.  D.  Buck  preacher  in  charge,  followed  in 
1843-44  by  W illiam  B.  Cooley,  under  whose  adinini>iration 
the  society  was  fully  organized  by  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing board  of  trustees;  James  McKinney,  George 
Steele,  Walter  Shaw,  Reuben  Godfrey,  Samuel  C.  Brown, 
Oliver  Lewis  and  Daniel  Shaw. 

The  present  church  edifice  was  built  in  1844, of  cobliio- 
stone,  at  a cost  of  §2,000,  Hon.  George  R.  Davis  of  TroV, 
N.  Y.,  giving  a deed,  free  of  cost,  for  the  lot  upon  which 
‘ it  stands.  The  size  of  the  church  is  40  by  50,  and  it  will 
seat  300. 

In  1845  Rev.  J.  W.  Vaughn  was  the  pastor;  in  1846,  S. 
H.  Baker;  1847,  W.  B.  Slaughter;  1848,  1849.  R.  C.  Foote; 
1850,  J.  McEwen  and  J.  Latham;  1851,  F.  H.  Conable  and 
James  Watts;  1852,  1853,  William  B.  Cooley;  1854.  I. 
Kennard  and  J.  Latham;  1855,  H.  May;  1S56.  P'..  P. 
Clark;  1857,  1858,  William  Seism;  1859,  W.  PL  Kellogg; 
i860,  1861,  C.  D.  Burlingham;  1862,  S.  M.  Hopkins; 
1S63,  1864,  G.  M’.  Terry;  1865,  Z.  Plurd;  1S66,  B.  A'an 
Benschoten;  1S67,  1868,  B.  N.  Leake;  1869,  1870,  Asa 
Staples;  1S71-73,  C.  W.  Swift;  1874-76.  J.  McClelland; 
1877,  1878,  E.  T.  Whitney. 

'Fhe  Sunday-school  connected  with  this  church  was  or- 
ganized in  1836,  with  about  forty  scholars,  and  Oliver 
Lewis  superintendent.  'Fhe  present  school  numbers  one 
hundred  pupils.  'Fhe  average  attendance  is  seventy-fi\  c. 
Walter  Shaw  is  superintendent. 

PRESBVTERI.W  CHURCH  OF  WRIGHt’s  CORNERS. 

Wright’s  Corners  is  a hamlet  three  miles  north  of  Lock- 
port,  on  the  Ridge  road.  It  was  early  supplied  more  or 
less  with  preaching  in  the  school-house,  by  Methodi.-t 
ministers.  A small  Sabbath-school  was  also  carried  on. 

In  the  autumn  of  1871,  the  place  being  unsuppiictl,  and 
there  being  no  religious  organization  in  it.  several  ot  ihe 
citizens  engaged  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Marvin,  of  the  Second 
W'ard  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lockport,  to  preach  in  tl'e 
scliool-house  on  Sabbath  afternoons.  'Fhe  truih  pre.u  bed 
seemed  at  once  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  i»eop!e.  and 
during  the  winter  of  1872,  Mr.  Marvin,  assi.--ted  b\  P.ldi  r 
William  Glover,  held  a series  of  meeiing>  w Im  h reMiitcd 
in  the  conversion  of  about  thirty  persons.  Cin  .\it.I  io;i-,. 
1872,  the  Presbyterian  society  at  Wriglu’s  Corner>  -a 
organized,  with  the  following  board  of  trustees  ; Ibr.  'i.; 
Pldwards.  .A.  B.  Snyder.  I.  W.  .Alberty.  J.  .\nge\me.  bL:'. 
Plenning.  .Slierman  Beach,  .Mc.xaiuler  C.mupboll.  I'.'-a: 
M'elche-r  and  .Albert  Johnson. 

•A  Pre--', 'Vter..m  i liarcli  of  th.irty  ui-.c'vr-  .. . - 
I ized  .M.i_v  i2t!i,  1872.  by  Re\ . L.  P.  .'d.  . . : 1 

I William  Glover,  William  C.  Ihiyce.  ^\'l!!l.l^.l  ll.irt  ano. 
, George  Wood.  'Fhe  first  officers  were:  l-'.Kler — lohii 
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.\ll)frtv,  Cli.uk'.'.  r .'irn>ivorth,  ami  [lewcy  Angcvino  ; (U'.i- 
C0P.5.  — fosi'|)h  Murruu,  Janies  Moyne  and  Davul  UdOier. 

It  w.H  imii.  r'toiid  that  the  doctrine  and  [lolity  ut’  the 
rhurrh  shuuld  he  cliaracteri/ced  by  such  liberty  and  i har- 
ity  that  Christians  of  ail  evangelical  denominations  might 
unite  and  feel  at  home  in  it.  The  term-elective  system 
of  officers  was  adopted,  and  a confession  and  covenant 
which  all  evangelical  Christians  would  approve  was  ac- 
cepted. 

The  present  church  edifice,  of  brick,  about  forty  by 
fifty  feet,  was  built  in  1S73,  and  dedicated  by  Rev.  W.  C. 
Weisner,  Januari  29th,  1874,  and  cost  $4,000.  Miss 
Janette  Henning  gave  the  lot  upon  which  the  church 
stands.  The  present  membership  of  the  church  is  132. 
Re\.  E.  P.  M.irvin.  of  Lockiiort,  is  still  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  Mr.  C.  C.  Tice  is  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
bath-school. 

ROM.\X  C.A.THOLIC. 

Saint  Bridget’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  located  on  the 
Ewing  road,  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town,  was  or- 
ganized in  June,  1859,  by  Thomas  Mulloy,  John  Mulloy, 
Bernard  Grist,  John  Brennan,  Patrick  North,  James  Rey- 
nolds, and  David  McGuire,  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Shehan. 

One  acre  of  land,  upon  which  to  build  the  church,  was 
donated  to  the  society  by  John  Mulloy,  and  the  edifice 
was  dedicated  November  30th,  1859,  during  the  pastorate 
of  Father  Shehan, 

The  following  priests  have  ministered  to  the  spiritual 
wants  of  this  flock:  Fathers  Hugh  Mulholland,  Petrie  A. 

Mulloy,  Michael  O’Dwyer,  Thomas  Brougham,  and  John 
Long,  the  present  occupant  of  the  pulpit.  The  congre- 
gation averages  about  250. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  NEWFAXK. 

This  society  was  organized  May  27th,  1829,  with  twenty- 
five  members,  and  Elder  Jehiel  Weisner  as  their  pastor, 
who  presided  over  them  until  1832.  During  his  pastorate, 
he  received  into  the  church  fifty-three  persons,  and  re- 
ceived for  his  services  the  sum  of  $24.  The  meetings  of 
the  society  were  held  at  private  houses,  and  at  the  school- 
house  near  Judge  Yan  Horn's. 

From  January,  1832,  to  .\iigust,  1833,  the  pulpit  was 
supplied  by  preachers  from  other  places.  Elder  .Vmos 
Reed  was  the  ne.vt  pastor,  and  in  1S34  the  church  organ- 
ized as  a religious  society  under  the  statutes  of  the  State. 
Pllder  Gershom  B.  Day,  became  pastor  in  1835,  and 
through  his  efforts  the  preaching  s.ervices  were  changed 
to  Kemp\  il!e,  v.'hi(.  h caused  a division  of  the  societ}'.  .\t 
a sijeci.d  meeting  held  at  Okott  on  the  20th  of  Jul_\',  1839, 
the  society  was  again  united. 

In  1S40  Rev.  John  Halliday  became  [uistor,  and  re- 
m.ained  about  two  years.  November  6th,  1842,  Elder 
Burn  became  the  pastor,  and  during  h's  labors  the  S(.>- 
ciety  built  its  present  chun  h edilice,  whi<  h is  of  cobble- 
stone. In  1S56  it  was  repaired  at  a cost  of  $1,400,  and 
June  9th,  1857,  it  was  rededicated,  Re\ . Dr.  Robinson, 
of  Roebeater  .Semin, irv,  ])i eai.  king  the  sermfiti.  Besides 


; the  above  mentioned.,  tire  follow  ing  ek-rg\'inen  ha\'c  -erved 
I this  people  ,1s  pastor:  R I).  I'ierce,  N.  Siiei  u • .od,  IT.t'.i 
’ baylor,  I'.kier  ilkihie,  l.)r.  Iron>,  E.  |.  Scott,  T.  htdler,  .V. 

U.  Kingslev, Waldron,  E.  1.  Craine,  .S.  P.  Barker,  ,\.  G. 

I Bowles,  C,  S.  .Sheffield,  J.  S.  \\'ebl>er,  W.  I’;ke,  C.  H. 
I Ham,  T.  G.  Wright,  G.  W,  .Meade.  There  ha\e  been 
received  into  this  church  since  its  organization  371  per- 
sons. The  church  property  is  valued  at  $7,000. 

SCHOOLS. 

I The  first  school  in  this  town  was  held  at  Olcott  then 
Kempville  , in  1815,  and  was  taught  by  Bezaleel  Smith. 
The  school-house  was  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
H.  Strong’s  lot,  on  Main  street. 

In  1818  a log  school-house  was  built  in  what  is  now 
district  number  four,  and  Martin  Burch  taught  the  school. 

The  old  log  house  was  located  opposite  where  Stephen 
M'ilson’s  young  orchard  now  stands,  si.xty  rods  west  of  his 
house,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lake  road.  The  follow- 
ing are  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  surviving  pupils  of  the 
above  school;  F.  Newton  Albright,  Benjamin  Stout.  Asa 
Coates,  Shubal  S.  Merritt,  Charles  Halsted,  Ransom  Hal- 
sted,  Silas  Mead,  and  Delilah  Merritt. 

In  1824  there  were  eight  school  districts  in  this  town. 
In  1830  there  were  370  children  taught  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town,  at  a cost  of  $427.10.  The  town 

raised  $319.11  of  the  amount,  and  $107.99  appropri- 

ated by  the  State.  The  length  of  time  taught  in  the  town 
during  that  year  was  44  months  and  7 days.  The  num- 
ber of  children  between  five  and  si.xteen  years  of  age  was 
415- 

In  1878  there  were  eighteen  school  districts  in  the  town, 
and  1095  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty- 
one,  with  an  average  attendance  of  469^3  daily.  The 
school  moneys  appropriated  for  the  use  of  common 
schools  in  this  town  for  1878  was  $2,484.26. 

NEWFANE  IN  THE  CIYIL  AVAR. 

At  a special  town  meeting  held  in  1864  it  was  resolved, 
“that  the  town  of  Newf.ine  will  pay  a bounty  of  five 
hundred  dollars  to  each  man  that  has  volunteered,  or 
that  may  volunteer  hereafter,  and  also  to  each  man  that 
may  hereafter  procure  a substitute  to  fill  the  ciucta  ol 
said  town  now  called  for  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  aDo  five  hundred  dollars  to  any  man  who 
shall  be  drafted  under  said  call,  and  accepted  as  asoklier, 
and  credited  to  said  town.  ,\nd  also  that  an\-  person 
who  has  furnished  or  may  furnish  a substitute,  who  is 
alreadv  or  who  ma\'  be  credited  on  the  present  call  upon 
said  town,  shall  receive  so  much  and  no  mce  ot  lh;> 
bounty  of  fise  hundred  dollars,  as  he  has  exp-ended  or. 
mav  expend  over  and  above  the  county  bounty  of  five 
hundred  dollars  now  offered  and  paid."  ’^J’his  re-'otuiion 
was  pas^-jd  bv  If):  for.  and  16  against. 

Two  honib'vd  .o’d  ,iit\-iwo  soldiers  trom  .N:'\s;..:;e  ,ire 
enrolled  in  the  records  of  the  town,  d'iiey  are  r.a.ued-m 
the  I losing  chapters  of  the  general  history  of  the 
co'c.ntv. 


REPRESENTATIVE  CITIZExNS  OF  NEWFAXE. 


SkEI'CHES  OF  REPRESENTATIVE  CITIZENS. 

Hannah  Rabcock  was  horn  in  Wayne  county,  N.  Y., 
in  iSii,  and  removed  to  Newfane  in  iS'55  and  settkul  on 
her  present  place,  then  a wilderness.  Her  luish.ind 
ele.ired  the  land,  and  they  lived  for  some  time  in  a log 
house.  Wild  animals  were  abundant  in  the  surrounding 
forest  at  that  time. 

John  Baker  was  burn  in  Germany  in  1831,  and  came  to 
America  in  1832,  having  been  forty-one  days  on  ship- 
board. He  landed  in  New  York,  and  came  from  there 
direct  to  Niagara  county,  and  is  now  living  in  Newfane, 
being  a well-known  farmer  of  that  town.  j 

Richard  Barber  was  born  in  Washington  county,  N.  Y., 
in  1807,  and  came  to  Newfane  in  1822,  with  his  father, 
William  G.  Barber.  In  1845  settled  on  his  present 
place.  He  is  a farmer  and  fruit-grower.  Post-office, 
Coomer  Road. 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Rarrell  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  N.  Y., 
in  1815,  and  came  with  her  husband,  Joseph  Barrell,  to 
Niagara  county  in  1853.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Titus, 
was  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  her  grandfather,  Timothy 
Titus,  who  was  six  feet  and  six  inches  tall,  was  a captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Barrell  is  a farmer.  Her 
post-office  is  Olcott. 

H.  B.  Bateman  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1819,  and 
came  to  Niagara  county  in  1S36.  He  w as  married  in  1845  j 
to  Miss  Hannah,  Mead.  He  located  on  his  present  place  j 
in  Newfane  in  1861.  Mr.  Bateman's  father,  Stephen  C.  j 
Bateman,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1770,  and  died  at  j 
the  age  of  eighty.  Ezra  C.  Mead,  father  of  Mrs.  Bate- 
mibn,  died  in  1S70  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

John  Bi.xler,  farmer  and  fruit-grower,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1813.  He  was  married  in  1839.  When 
he  settled  on  his  present  place  of  1 14  acres  it  was  a w ild- 
erness, and  he  has  made  all  the  improvements. 

Jacob  Bixler  .son  of  Jacob  Bixler  who  came  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Seneca  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1821,  and 
after  removing  several  times  hnally  settled  in  Newfane, 
where  he  died  in  1874,  aged  84  years  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1819.  Business,  farming  and  fruit-growing. 

John  T.  Bird  was  born  in  England  in  1848,  and  came 
to  .Vmerica  in  1S71.  He  settled  at  his  present  place, 
Newfane,  in  1875,  where  he  carries  on  the  business  of 
horseshoeing  and  carriage-ironing. 

William  S.  Bird,  carriage-maker,  was  born  in  Fingland 
in  1854,  and  came  to  America  in  1875,  and  settled  where 
he  now  lives. 

David  Breckow,  son  of  John  Breckow.  fw'ho  was  born 
in  England  in  1775,  and  came  to  Niag.tra  county,  where 
he  died  in  1S46,  at  the  age  of  71,)  was  born  in  England 
in  1820,  and  came  to  .America  with  his  father  and  settled 
on  hi.->  present  place  in  Newfane  in  1S54.  He  married 
Sally  Morey  in  1S54. 

Hon.  Orwell  C.  Piordvvell,  son  of  E.  W.  Bordwell,  who 
was  born  in  1807  and  came  to  Niagara  countv  in  1838, 
was  born  in  A'atcs  countv,  N.  V.,  in  1032.  He  ^ettled  on  | 

the  Coomer  road,  Newfane,  in  1.867.  .'''Ir.  Bordiw.dl  was  { 

member  th  .Assemblv  trom  the  second  district  of  .Niagara  j 
in  1874  and  1875.  I'ur  scver.il  years  he  was  engaged  in  | 


the  jirai  tire  <.f  medicine,  and  is  known  as  an  extensive 
farmer  and  fruit-grower. 

Joseph  H.  Burst,  a native  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  A'., 
removed  to  Niagara  county  about  1843,  locating  in  I.ock- 
port,  where  he  engaged  in  trade.  He  left  the  count', 
after  remaining  four  years,  and  returned  to  I.O(  k[)nrt  in 
1851,  buying  a farm,  on  which  he  resided  till  1862,  whcri 
he  removed  to  Canada,  and  remained  there  two  ye.ir>. 
In  1864  he  located  on  his  present  farm  in  Newfane,  ne.ir 
Wright’s  Corners. 

William  Bradshaw  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
in  1834,  came  to  .America  in  1863,  and  in  1S70  located 
where  he  now  lives,  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  acre^. 
Post-offi.ce,  Coomer  Road. 

James  G.  Breckow  was  born  in  Niagara  county  in  1844, 
and  moved  to  his  place  near  the  Ridge  road  in  1S67,  and 
from  there  to  his  present  residence  in  1S73. 

George  .A.  Brown,  son  of  Samuel  C.  Brown,  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1S27,  was  married  in  1847, 
and  settled  on  his  present  place  in  1853.  fie  put  ail  the 
present  improvements  on  the  farm,  and  has  500  ajiple, 
500  pear,  and  1,500  peach  trees.  Business,  carriage  mak- 
ing, farming  and  fruit-growing. 

Leverett  .A.  Campbell  was  born  in  Lockport,  Niagara 
county,  in  1841,  and  removed  from  there  to  the  Ridge 
road  with  his  father,  in  1846. 

-A.  Craw  was  born  in  Greene  county.  N.  A'.,  in  i8u), 
and  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1840,  and  settled  in  Lock- 
port.  He  married  Catharine  E.  Atwater.  He  was  or- 
dained a .Methodist  preacher  in  1864,  at  Filmore,  .Vlle- 
gany  county,  N.  A'. 

William  Carmer  was  born  in  Erie  county.  N.  A’.,  in 
182S,  and  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1855,  and  afterwards 
settled  on  his  present  place  on  the  Coomer  road,  where 
he  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit-growing. 

James  Christie  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Ah,  in 
1828,  and  came  to  Newfane  with  his  father  in  1836.  H j 
owns  242  acres  of  land,  much  of  which  is  devoted  to 
fruit  culture. 

E.  .A.  Clapp  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  N.  A'.,  in 
1847,  and  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1867,  and  settled 
on  the  farm  of  ninety-eight  acres  where  he  is  now  en- 
gaged in  business,  farming  and  fruit-growing.  His  father. 
Henry  Clapp,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1.G7,  ,ind  is 
now  living  in  Livingston  county,  N.  A’. 

David  Cole  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  N,  A'.,  in  1811. 
and  married  in  1S45  to  Miss  .Melinda  \\  iiiting.  He 
settled  on  his  present  ]dace  in  1845.  Mrs.  Cole  dievi  in 
1850,  and  Mr.  Cole  married  again  in  1853.  He  i.s  ei'.- 
gaged  in  farming  and  fruit-growing. 

I’hineas  H.  Corwin  was  born  in  Ne'>v!ane  in  1835.  In 
1S61  he  was  married  to  Mary  .A.  Bhillips,  and  .sett.e  ! 
where  he  now  lives  in  1S64.  .Mr.  Corwin,  who  is  tiie 
present  assessor  of  the  town,  is  extensively  eng.iged 
farming  and  fruit-growing. 

William  V.  Corw’n,  soia  of  I’hine.as  H.  ('orw':n.  ^v.•^ 
b(,>rn  in  Michigan  in  1S32,  a.nd  c.mie  tn  N .i.,  r..  c,  •. 
and  settled  on  the  Hess  road.  .Alter  btiyin..  .m.l  ■ _ 
several  limes,  his  father  finally  bough.t  the  pro[ierty  liD  i 
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owned  by  the  subject  lof  thisnutiee,  wlio  also  owns  the  old 
homestead  !)elow  Chaiil'otte.  He  was  married  in  1853.  He 
was  supervisor  in  1875,^  1876,  and  1S77. 

Catherine  I.  Culver,  daughter  of  George  Van  Vleet  (who 
was  born  in  Seneca  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1785),  was  born  in 
Tompkins  county  in  1819,  and  came  to  Xiaga*'a  county  in 
1828,  and  settled  on  her  present  place  in  1835.  Her 
father  was  in  the  war  of  1812.  and  took  [>art  in  the  battle 
of  Fort  Erie,  and  hergrandfather  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

George  Dole  (son  of  George  Dole,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1800,  came  to  X’iagara  county  in  1S28,  and 
died  in  i860)  was  bora  in  Xbagara  county,  X.Y.,  in  183S, 
and  married  in  1S62. 

Daniel  Di.x  (son  of  Ozias  Di.v,  who  was  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1797.  He  settled  in 
Newfane  in  1834,  and  married  his  present  wife  in  1835. 
Her  father  was  a captain  in  the  war  of  iSi  was  town 
clerk,  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  tweUce  years,  and 
supervisor  one  term.  Mr.  Dix  is  a farmer.  His  post- 
office  is  Newfane. 

P.  F.  Dix,  a native  of  White  Creek,  X.  Y.,  was  born 
October  19th,  1821,  and  was  married  on  the  i8th  of  De- 
cember, 1861,  to  Maria  A.  McKie,  of  Xewfane.  He  lo- 
cated in  Olcott,  in  June,  1834,  coming  from  Norway,  Her- 
kimer county,  X.  Y.  He  is  a nurseryman  and  fruit- 
grower. He  has  held  the  office  of  town  superintendent 
of  common  schools,  and  served  two  terms  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  two  terms  as  railroad  commissioner. 

Lyman  W.  Drake,  farmer,  was  born  in  Niagara  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  1851,  and  was  married  in  1876. 

H.  S.  Earl  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  in  1S42,  came 
with  his  father,  Homer,  to  this  town  in  1844,  and  located 
w'here  he  now  lives.  His  father  and  mother  were  both 
born  in  1800.  His  father  died  in  1866,  and  hismotheris 
still  living.  Mr.  Earl  is  a farmer  and  fruit-grower.  Post- 
office,  Coomer  Road. 

Sylvester  Edick,  of  Olcott,  was  bom  December  29th, 
1842,  in  Shelby,  Orleans  county.  He  served  three  years 
in  the  Union  army,  and  is  now  a farmer. 

j.  K.  Fellows,  a native  of  New  Hamjishire,  came  to 
Niagara  county  in  1836,  with  his  father,  Jonathan,  and 
settled  in  WiLson.  He  located  on  his  present  farm  in 
i860.  Post-office,  Coomer  Road. 

Benjamin  Fisk,  son  of  James  Fisk,  jr.,  was  born  in  Niag- 
ara county  in  1837,  and  settled  where  he  now  lives  in  1867. 
He  is  a farmer  and  fruit-grower.  Post-office,  Coomer  road_ 

Bunham  county,  C.  Pb,  was  the  native  pdace  of  William 
C.  Fuller.  He  was  born  April  23rd,  1830,  removed  from 
the  town  of  Sutton,  C.  E.,  to  Xewfane  in  February  1852. 
and  was  marned  December  3cth,  1S58,  to  Mary  Ann 
Harrington,  of  fficott.  His  post-office  addre.ss  is  Xew- 
fane  Station,  and  his  occupation  that  of  a mechanic  and 
farmer. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  G.imble  was  !>orn  in  Tompkins  count-.-,  X. 
V.,  in  1838,  and  came  to  Niagara  county  -with  her  [auents 
in  1S53.  She  was  married  to  .\bram  Bliillijis  m 
and  settled  where  die  now  lives.  Her  husband  dieil  m 
1S66,  and  site  icis  since  tuatr’ed  Mr,  tl.imble. 


Alexander  Halstead  was  born  in  Xewfane  in  1843,  and 
in  1S72  located  where  he  now  lives.  He  enlisted  .\ugu.sl 
15th,  1862,  in  the  19th  X.Y.  Battery,  was  in  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor,  Spottsylvania,  Petersburg, 
and  discharged  June  17th,  1865.  Post-office,  Xewfane. 

Ransom  Halsted  was  born  November  28th,  1809,  at 
Ovid,  Seneca  county,  X.  Y.  He  was  married  November 
' 3rd,  1833,  to  Mary  McClew-,  of  Xewfane.  His  second 

! marriage  was  on  November  ist,  1S67,  to  Pllmira  How-ell, 

j of  Newfane,  who  w-as  born  August  7th,  1822.  Mr.  Hal- 
! sted  is  a farmer;  post-office,  Xewfane. 

.'Vnna  Halsted  was  born  on  the  w est  branch  of  the  Sus- 
' ([uehanna  river  in  1786,  and  in  1791  moved  to  Seneca 
county,  X.  Y.,  and  from  there,  in  1808,  to  Olcott,  Niagara 
county.  During  the  war  of  1812  she,  with  her  husband 
and  family,  was  driven  from  their  home,  and  their  house 
and  contents  were  burned  by  the  British.  They  fled  w ith 
I an  ox-team  and  sled  to  Seneca  county,  and  her  husband 
[ returned  to  take  part  in  the  w-ar.  After  the  w-ar  she  re- 
turned, and  lived  in  the  tow  n of  Xewfane  until  her  death 
at  the  age  of  ninety-tw-o.  Her  daughter  Mary  married 
j Mr.  A.  Bailey. 

i Mrs.  T.  A.  Harwood  was  born  in  Iowa  in  1855.  In 
I 1863  she  removed  with  her  mother  to  Niagara  county,  and 

I located  where  she  now-  lives.  Her  father,  Mr.  Perigo,  en- 

j listed  in  Iowa,  and  served  with  credit  in  the  late  war. 

1 He  returned  to  Iowa,  and  died  there.  Mrs.  Harw-ood  was 

1 

! married  to  T.  A.  Harw-ood  in  1876. 

j Ezra  Hayes  was  born  in  Niagara  county  in  1818.  In 
! 1840  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  H.  Drake,  of  Mas- 

I sachusetts.  In  1S52  he  settled  on  his  present  place,  and 
j has  since  cleared  land,  erected  buildings,  and  planted  or- 
I chards,  being  now  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and 
1 fruit-growing. 

John  Henning  w-as  born  in  Niagara  county  in  1S34. 
At  the  age  of  ten  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle  in  New  - 
fane,  and  after  the  death  of  his  uncle  and  aunt  in  1S70 
and  1877,  respectively,  inherited  their  farm  of  270  acres. 
He  w-as  married  in  1S76. 

M.  H.  Jaques,  son  of  Osman  S.  Jaques,  w-ho  w-as  born 
1S18  and  died  in  1829,  w-as  born  in  Niagara  count)- 
in  1840.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  P'ish  in  1864. 
He  settled  on  his  present  place  in  Xewfane  in  1874.  His 
farm  consists  of  192  acres,  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
fruit. 

Dr.  Nathan  P.  Johnson,  son  of  .fiteiihen  B.  Johnson. 

who  was  born  in  Washington  county  in  1794  and  settled 

in  Orleans  county  in  1817,  was  born  in  Orleans  county  in 

1827.  He  lias  ])racticed  medicine  for  twenty  years  in 

Orleans  and  Niagara  counties.  He  settled  on  his  pre.'Cnt 

place  in  1875,  2.600  peach,  500  apple,  250  plum, 

and  200  quince  and  cherr\-  trees. 

' G.  fonnson  w-.is  born  in  Yermont  in  i8o8,  and  came 

i to  Niagara  countv  with  Ins  fatPier,  Ulark  Johnson,  in  182s. 

and  seitled  in  tlie  south  part  of  l.ockport.  He  w.;-,  iu,:r- 

rietl  in  iS;i,  IFn  wife  died,  and  he  'was  again  m.iriied  ir 
I . 

1S45,  SC  tlleil  where  hr  now  live-^  in  1847.  and  Ins 

simebeen  engaged  in  farming  and  lruit-gr(;w  ing.  lli> 

father  died.  July  15th,  1 ,s6o.  at  the  age  of  71;  \ear>. 
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Dr.  Alilcii  C.  Keith,  son  of  AMeii  and  Rcl)ccca  Keith, 
w 1-,  horn  in  New  H.impshire  in  i.SoS,  and  was  edm  ated 
,t  Mi'ldle!)iir\  Academy,  W'\ online  county,  X.  V.  He 
...inmeneed  the  practice  of  medicine  .iliout  1^35,  and 
toniimied  in  pr.actice  till  1S74,  when  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Newfane,  where  he  has  since  resideci,  giving  his  1 
.mention  to  fruit-growing  and  farming,  and  attending  to 
professional  business  only  at  urgent  calls.  He  was  mar- 
lied  in  1S40  to  Caroline  Joslin. 

\V.  J.  Ketchum  was  born  in  Niagara  county,  in  1853. 

He  married  Miss  Delphine  M.  Stratton  in  1875.  I’>usines.s, 
cooperage  and  farming. 

Peter  Kriipj)  is  a native  of  this  town,  where  he  was 
born  in  1838.  He  enlisted  Noveml.ier  ist,  1861,  in  the  1 
i2lh  New  York  battery.  He  was  in  the  battles  of 
Gettysburg,  Chaneeliorsville,  Spottsyl vania.  Wilderness, 
North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor,  Hatcher’s  Run,  and  Weldon 
Railroad;  post-office,  Newfane. 

George  A.  and  John  Lamont,  both  born  in  Niagara 
county,  are  the  sons  of  Janies  Lament,  who  was  born  in 
Knearden,  Scotland,  in  1814,  and  came  to  America  in 
1857,  and  in  1869  located  where  he  now  lives. 

H.  B.  Leonard  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
1823,  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1829,  and  was  married 
in  1844  to  Mary  Woodard,  of  Lima,  Livingston  county, 

N.  Y.  Post-office,  Newfane. 

William  Lewis  was  born  in  Germany  in  1834,  and 
came  to  America  in  1852,  being  on  the  sea  52  davs.  He 
landed  at  New  York  and  came  to  Niagara  county,  and 
aftfjr  living  at  Suspension  Bridge  for  a time,  settled  in 
1866  on  the  Coomer  road  in  Newfane,  where  he  now 
resides,  carrying  on  the  business  of  blacksmithing  and 
farming. 

James  W.  McArthur  was  born  in  Albany  countv,  N.  Y., 
in  1821.  When  ten  years  of  age  he  went  to  live  with 
Ste^ihen  Wilson  in  Niagara,  until  he  was  twenty-two  years 
old;  after  which  he  located  in  the  Southern  States.  He 
was  in  the  grocery  and  dry  goods  business  in  Canada 
several  years,  and  then  bought  his  saw-mill,  afterward 
adding  the  lumber  trade  to  his  business.  He  settled  where 
he  now  lives  in  1S70,  having  owned  the  property  two 
years  while  living  in  Canada.  He  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Fhnily  Mulatt,  who  was  born  in  Fmgland  in  1831. 

James  McClew  was  born  March  loth,  1S76,  in  Duanes- 
burgh,  Schenei  tady  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  Oc- 
tober iith,  1859,  to  Sarah  Maria  Ferris,  of  Cherry  Yalley,  ! 
(Rsego  county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  March  28th,  1S15, 
and  lived  in  Lockport  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Mr. 
McClew  came  to  this  town  in  1S26,  and  by  honest  indus- 
try and  strii  t attention  to  business  has  acquired  a com- 
]>etency. 

Mrs.  Sarah  .V.  McKee  was  born  in  Orange  countv, 

N.  Y.,  in  1S22,  and  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1S26  with 
her  father,  William  P.  Johnson,  who  settled  in  the  Drake 
Settlement,  Newianc,  on  what  is  c.dleil  the  " Wall  farm." 
She  was  married  in  1845  to  Arcliibald  11.  McKee. 

Dr.  J. ur.es  |.  McFadden  was  born  in  lelterson  county, 

N.  Y.,  in  1850;  from  there  his  father  remo\-ed  to  Canada. 

In  1869  and  1S70  Dr.  MeFadden  attended  lectures  ,it 
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McGill  College,  Montreal,  finishing  his  medic  al  course  at 
Bellevue  Medical  College,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  in 
1874,  having  settled  in  Olcott  in  1873.  He  took  an  hon- 
orary degree  in  1875. 

.\.  L.  .Miller  was  born  in  Niagara  countv,  N.  Y.,  in 
1850,  and  settled  on  his  present  jdace  in  1874.  He  mar- 
ried a daughter-in-l.iw  of  Benjamin  Stout,  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  in  the  town  of  Newfane. 

Peter  I).  Miller  was  born  in  Montgomery  countv,  N.^h, 
in  1820,  and  came  to  Orleans  county  in  1834,  and  to 
Niagara  county  in  1835.  He  settled  on  hi>  jmesent  place 
in  Newfane  in  1846.  .Mr.  Miller  was  highway  commis- 
sioner si\  years.  He  is  very  e.xtensively  engaged  in  fruit- 
growing, having  sold  as  high  as  $6,000  worth  of  fruit  in 
a single  season. 

Gilbert  T.  .Miller,  a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in 
Newfane  in  1S40,  and  married  in  1862,  to  .Mi^cs  lulia 
Peckham.  He  located  where  he  now  lives  in  1866.  I’ost- 
office,  Ridge  Road.  Mrs.  Miller  is  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
Peckham,  a practicing  physician  on  the  Ridge  read. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  .Morse,  daughter  of  W.  S.  Wriglit,  was  born 
at  Olcott  in  1S47.  She  was  married  in  1S75,  after 
living  in  Massachusetts  one  year,  removed  to  her  present 
place  in  Newfane. 

James  L.  McKee  was  born  in  Orange  countv,  N.  Y.,  in 
1818,  and  came  to  Niaga.a  county  in  1825.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1851.  He  settled  on  his  present  place  in  1825. 

Robert  Mount,  a native  of  Fmgland,  was  born  in  1S08, 
came  to  .America  in  1S57,  and  located  on  his  jnesent  farm 
in  1875.  ^fount  is  a farmer  and  fruit-grower.  Post- 

office,  Coomer  Road. 

John  Mulloy  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1814,  and  came  to 
.America  in  1S36,  and  to  his  [iresent  residence  in  1845, 
and  cleared  the  land  and  erected  the  buildings.  The 
place  consists  of  134  acres,  and  Mr.  .Mulloy  owns  other 
land  to  the  amount  of  309  acres.  His  barns,  full  of  prod- 
uce at  the  time,  were  burned  in  1871.  His  father,  U'il- 
liam  Mulloy,  accompanied  him  from  Ireland,  and  died  in 
1S71,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 

Stephen  Pettit,  son  of  Benjamin  D.  Pettit,  was  born  in 
Saratoga  county,  N.  Y..  in  1837,  and  c.une  to  Niag.ira 
county  with  his  father.  He  is  a miller  by  tra.de,  am!  i> 
now  running  the  Tompkins  Mill.  He  u as  marri..d  in 
1858,  and  linally  settled  where  he  now  lives  in  1 S6<). 

'Fhomas  Plane,  farmer  and  fruit-grower,  was  born  in. 
England  in  1810,  came  to  Newfane  in  1851,  and  loc.ited 
on  his  present  farm  in  1859.  Mr.  Plane  w.is  married  in 
England  in  1838,  to  Miss  Sarah  .Anihor.  Post-office, 
Newfane. 

S.  Price  was  born  at  Olcott  in  1841,  ami  was  m.ir- 
ried  to  .Miss  .\lbright  in  1861.  .Mrs.  Price’s  gram!’' ;ih-.  r 
was  once  the  ow  ner  of  a large  tract  of  Laid  in  the  \ i*  inii% 
of  Olcott.  Post-office,  Olcott. 


Tim.ithy  J.  'Richardson  was  liorn  in  Ni.ig.ar.i  t ountv  ’i 
j 182;.  1 r.s  f.ither.  Joseph  K.  ’Richard-.' d'.C'i  in  i"r. 

i at  the  age  seventy-nine.  .Mr.  Rii  hardson  1-  e\c  ' ■, 

i engaged  in  Firming  and  fruit-growing, 
j -lon.Uhan  D.  Rumery,  a nati\ e of  Lockpo.-;.  w .is  born 
! in  1821,  an  1 located  where  he  now  li'. es  in  :8u.;.  I!  - 
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HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NFW  YORK. 


t grandfather,  Jonathan,  scr\etl  through  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Mr.  Runifry  is  a farmer.  (’ost-office,  Coonier 
Road. 

i Silas  Sawyer  'son  of  ,\mos  Sawyer,  who  came  to  Ni- 
agara county  from  V'ermont  about  1830  and  settled  on 
the  Hess  road  in  Newfane.  where  he  died  in  1840)  was 
j born  in  Vermont  in  1821.  In  1848  he  was  married  to 
Fdiza  Jane  Leonard,  and  settled  in  1859  on  his  present 
place,  40  acres,  wh.ich  he  cleared;  he  still  resides  there, 
carrying  on  the  business  of  farming  and  fruit-growing. 

Amos  Sawyer  is  a son  of  Amos,  and  grandson  of  Ifen- 
janiin  Sawyer,  who  were  born  in  New  Flampshire.  Amos 
Sawyer,  sen.,  located  in  Newfane  in  1823.  Amos,  jr.  loca- 
j ted  where  he  now  resides  in  1877.  He  was  born  in  1830, 

I and  married  in  1854.  He  is  a farmer  and  fruit-grower. 

I His  father  btiilt  the  first  house  on  the  Charlotte  road. 

! H.  H.  Sears,  son  of  Heman  .Sears,  was  born  in  Niagara 
county  in  1840.  His  father  came  to  this  county  in  1834, 
and  settled  on  the  place  now  owned  by  H.  &■  H.  H.  Sears. 
H.  H.  Sears  took  tip  1 17  acres  of  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany, and  is  now  living  on  the  farm  of  120  acres  once 
owned  by  his  father. 

Walter  Shaw,  of  the  firm  of  Shaw,  Vincent  & Co.,  was 
• born  April  13th,  1814,  in  Saratoga  cotinty,  N.  Y.  He 
came  with  his  father,  Daniel,  to  Niagara  county  in  1S32. 
He  was  married  January  14th,  1840,  to  .Margaret  Uemo- 
. rest  of  Newfane.  He  served  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  12th 
independent  battery  in  the  civil  war  He  is  a manu- 
facturer of  fruit  boxes  and  baskets.  Post-office,  Newfane. 

George  Sinsel  tvas  born  in  Germany  in  1841,  and  came 
to  America  with  his  father’s  family  in  1S62.  T’ney  came 
to  Niagara  county  and  settled  on  the  Transit  road,  where 
his  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Mr.  Sinsel 
. bought  his  present  place  in  1S71.  He  is  an  extensive 
fruit-grower.  Daring  the  late  war  he  served  in  the  army 
with  credit,  receiving  wounds  which  confined  him  to  tiie 
hospital  for  some  time. 

Amrni  Smith,  son  of  David  Smith,  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence county,  N.  Y.,  in  1824,  and  in  1835  located  on  his 
present  farm.  He  was  married  to  Sophia  Sears,  in  1849. 
Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  and  fruit- 
growers of  this  town.  He  is  pleasantly  located  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Pless  road,  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
post-office. 

William  Spalding,  a native  of  Montgomery  county, 
N.  Y.,  was  born  in  1819.  and  in  185S  located  in  Newfane. 
He  is  a farmer  and  fruit-grower.  His  father,  Dwelly 
Spalrling,  was  in  the  war  of  1812.  Post-office,  Hess  Road. 

John  Stu  kels  was  born  Nov  ember  8th,  1818,  at  Dtianes- 
burg,  Schenectady  countv,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Newfane 
in  September,  1825.  .^Ir.  t^tickels  is  a farmer  and  fruit- 

grower. He  has  served  his  town  as  collector  and  assess- 
or, one  term  each.  He  was  also  a captain  of  militia  under 
Govenusr  W.  H.  Seward.  I’ost-office,  Newfane. 

Martin  .Stout,  son  of  lien j uvun  Stout,  w as  born  in  New- 
fane, Niagara  county,  in  1839,  and  settled  wiicre  he  now 
liv  es  in  1 86 1 . 

.M.  C.  Sasirtiiout  was  born  IK'cetnber  23d,  1S19,  in 
Newfane,  and  w.is  married  [anuarv  1st,  1850  to  .Agues  L, 
P.vio'ts.  ot  X'cwl.inc.  Mr.  .Swsrthout  lias  .ilwavs  resided 
at  ( 'icoU,  .md  h..'.s  lieeu  m.i.-.teroi  vcs't-ls  for  fifteen  veirs, 
imu-eitor  (.>!  h.irbur  work  fur  seven  ye.irs,  and  m.'.ster  of 
engineers. 

Wesley  U.  T.ivhir  w.as  born  in  Niagara  countv,  .August 
6th,  i83().  He  is  a blacksuiit!’  .uid  wagon  in  iker. 

.Albert  roiU|ikins,  millw  right,  .1  soi.  ot  Ira  fompkin', 
ol  tl’.e  lirst  settlers  in  the  town  of  Newfane,  vv.'.s  born  in 


Niagara  I’ounty  in  1S22.  He  was  married  in  1857,  and  in 
1867  came  to  his  present  place, 
j Henry  Van  Wagoner  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  N. 
Ah,  in  1S30,  and  came  to  Somerset,  Niagara  countv,  in 
1840,  and  removed  to  his  present  place  in  Newfane  in 
1865. 

Adelbert  A'an  Horn,  son  of  L.  A'an  Horn,  was  born  in 
Charlotte,  Niagara  county,  in  1853. 

W.  A'ickers,  son  of  George  and  Hannah  A'ickers  who 
j came  to  Niagara  county  in  1850,  was  married  in  1868  to 
I Mary  .Ann  Lewis,  of  Canadian  birth.  Mr.  A'ickers  is  en- 

! gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  at  his  steam  mill  on 

I the  Ridge  road  in  Newfane. 

j Jonathan  A’mcent  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y., 
i in  1819,  and  came  to  Niagara  countv  in  1844.  He  vvas 
i married  in  1845,  and  settled  on  his  present  place  in  1858. 
Mr.  A'incent  is  one  of  the  firm  of  Shaw,  A'incent  W Co., 
proprietors  of  the  Charlotte  saw-mill  and  fruit  box  man- 
ufactory. 

Mrs.  Irene  Walford,  daughter  of  W.  J.  Ferris,  was  born 
in  Livingston  county  in  1826,  and  lived  there  until  her 
marriage,  when  she  removed  to  Wyoming  countv,  and 
from  there  to  Niagara  county  in  1S60,  settling  at  Olcott, 

' where  she  keeps  the  Cooper  House. 

P>eniamin  C.  Warren,  a native  of  Niagara  county,  vvas 
' born  in  1844,  on  the  farm  he  now  owns.  He  has  130 

acres  of  land,  twenty-two  of  which  are  in  fruit.  Post- 

office,  Coomer  Road. 

! Allen  P.  Wentworth  vvas  born  in  Niagara  countv  in 
I 1834,  and  vvas  married  in  1864  to  Miss  Mary  Mattison. 

He  settled  on  his  present  place  in  Newfane  in  1852. 
j Miss  Lafy  Ann  Whiting,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  N. 
j Y.,  was  born  in  1825.  She  came  with  her  parents  to  01- 

i cott  in  1835,  where  her  parents  have  both  since  died. 

I Miss  Whiting  is  a capitalist  and  teacher. 

! R.  J.  Wilson,  postmaster  at  Newfane,  village  of  Char- 

lotte, vvas  born  in  Newfane  in  1S50.  His  father,  Clau- 
dius Wilson,  vvas  born  in  Seneca  county  in  1S20.  Mr. 
Wilson  is  a merchant. 

! Stephen  AVilson  vvas  born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
1800.  His  father,  Alexander  Wil.son,  was  an  early  settler 
of  the  town  of  Wilson.  Mr.  Wilson  settled  in  Somer.set 
i at  an  early  day,  and  cleared  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

I Some  of  his  reminiscences  of  that  time  are  interesting. 

' He  subsequently  removed  to  Wilson,  anti  from  there  to 
I Newfane  in  1S50.  His  farm  contains  over  460  acres,  and 
I he  owns  one  of  185  acres  adjoining. 

1 John  A.  Wilson,  son  of  Steven  Wilson,  an  early  settler 
! of  this  county,  was  born  December  6tli,  1S30,  in  Somer- 

1 set.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a well  known  farmer  of  Newfane. 

: fames  Wilson,  son  of  Lorenzo  IJ.  Wilson,  who  came  to 

' Niagara  county  in  1850  and  located  in  Drake  Settlement 
' vvas  born  in  Seneca  ( munty  in  1831,  and  in  1867  settled 
j on  his  present  farm  in  Newfane. 

The  following  named  jicrsons  are  among  the  other 
prominent  citizens  of  the  town — tlie  places  named  are 
their  respective  post-offices: 

H.  Wvman,  IIcss  Road  Station;  IT  C.  Decker,  Hess, 
Road;  Harvey  ^Vilso^,  He>s  Road;  John  Mack,  farmer. 
Coomer;  Samuel  Knox,  Coomer;  P.  \\'.  Me^eroll.  birnier. 
(ilcott;  Sv  N estor  !'''u  k,  l.oaiie’',  .Ne>v’  /’.e  .'^uoiMn:  1 1^ 

I Warner,  (''hm;:  iteuutt  W.  Drake.  I'hoi;;  Mr-,  j. 

! Ferguson,  Olcjtt;  Mr^.  Wilii:un  iluie,  .Newtaue  Station: 
i W.  Teubrook,  hotel  keeper,  (dcoit;  W.  II.  reiihrook. 
■'  h.otel  kci'iKr.  Olcott;  J.  .A rrowsuiith,  miller.  Newfane 
Staiioii;  An owsmith,  miller,  .Neivta.ne  Stuion;  .Mrs 
R.  F.  Cooper.  (Ilcott;  v\  . 11.  Evert-.,  ulceUi. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  NIAGARA. 


HIS  town  was  formed  from  Cambria,  June  ist, 

; ‘■r  1812.  It  was  originally  called  “ Sclilosser,” 

in  perpetuation  of  the  name  a[)plied  to  the 
^ ^ fort  and  landing  above  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 

February  14th,  1816,  the  name  was  changed 
.7^  to  Niagara.  The  town  was  reduced  in  area  by 
the  formation  from  it  of  Pendleton  in  1827,  and  was 
again  divided  by  the  erection  of  Wheatfield  in  1S36. 

It  is  the  .south. west  corner  town  of  the  county,  lying  in 
the  abrupt  bend  of  the  Niagara  river  at  the  falls;  and,  in- 
cluding Goat  Island  and  the  small  islands  between  it  and 
the  mainland,  all  of  which,  with  Cayuga  Gland,  belong  to 
it,  contains  1 2,842)4!^  acres  of  land,  much  of  which  is  im- 
proved. It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lewiston,  on  the 
east  by  Wheatfield,  and  on  the  south  and  west  by  the 
Niagara  river.  The  principal  streams  flowing  through  it 
are  Cayuga  and  Gill  creeks.  The  first  rises  in  Wheatfield 
and  flows  across  the  southeastern  quarter  of  the  town, 
emptying  into  the  river  at  a point  opposite  the  center  of 
Cayuga  Island;  the  second  has  its  source  in  Lewiston, 
and  taking  a course  a few  points  west  of  south,  crosses 
the  central  portion  of  the  town  and  mingles  its  waters 
with  those  of  the  Niagara  about  two  miles  above  the  falls. 


The  soil  is  a heavy  clay.  Its  color  is  dark,  and  while 
it  is  wet  in  most  parts  of  the  town,  it  is  very  productive. 
Wheat  is  the  leading  grain,  but  corn  and  barley  are  ex- 
tensively cultivated.  In  former  years  hay  was  an  imjior- 
tant  crop;  and  though  the  local  markets  are  not  as  good 
as  they  have  been,  considerable  quantities  are  cut  every 
year.  The  cultivation  of  fruit  is  a leading  industr\'; 
potatoes  are  raised  in  good  quantities  and  considerable 
butter  is  made.  The  surface  of  the  town  is  fevel,  and  all 
parts  are  accessible  by  good  roads,  jjrincipal  among  which 
are  the  River  road,  the  Portage  road,  the  Military  road 
and  tire  Lockport  road. 

.\ccording  to  the  assessment  of  1877,  the  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  town  was  .Sq, 490, 235 ; personal  property, 
8'.)7-'751  total  \aluation,  34-^^7.410;  showing  it  to  be 
in  these  respeccs  second  in  importance  in  the  countv  only 
to  Lockport. 

'I’he  census  of  1875  shows  that  there  was  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  town  at  that  time  a total  population  of  6.801. 
t.U'  this  number,  6,691  were  whites  and  170  werecoh  red; 
595  were  aliens,  and  2,216  were  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  eighteen,  including  1.063  males,  and  1.153  females. 

Niag.ira  [lOssesses  unsurpas--ed  railwa\-  f.icilities,  which 
are  alike  a- Ivantageou-.  to  iier  traveling 'population  and  Ircr 
[iroducers  aiul  m.inufac  turers. 


NL\G.\R.\  RIVER  .\ND  F.-VLLS. 

The  Niagara  river,  with  its  tossing  rapids,  its  maddened 
whirlpool,  and  its  mighty  cataract,  from  which  the  town 
I derived  its  name,  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  nature's  won- 
j ders,  and  an  object  of  world-wide  celebrity.  In  all  tiie 
I world  there  is  probably  no  other  point  of  interest  more 
i widely  known  than  Niagara,  and  none  that  has  been  so 
generally  visited  by  travelers  of  all  nations.  In  foreign 
lands  people  who  could  not  correctly  locate  more  than  a 
very  few  of  the  great  cities,  mountains,  lakes  and  rivers 
of  the  world,  mention  Niagara  Falls  w ith  an  air  of  f.iniil- 
iaricy  that,  as  much  as  anything  else,  indicates  the  uni- 
versality of  their  fame.  From  the  time  when  it  flrsit  be- 
came possible  to  reach  the  great  cataract  in  safety,  if  not 
with  comfort,  it  has  been  an  object  of  interest  which  no 
traveler  over  the  western  continent  has  passed  by  un- 
noticed. Its  first  extravagant  description  from  the  han.d 
of  Father  Hennepiin,  and  the  subsequent  exaggerated  ac- 
count of  it  by  La  Hontan.  excited  the  wonder  and  ad- 
miration of  the  world.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  first 
stage  coach  that  came  to  the  frontier  brought  a visitor  to 
the  falls.  However  true  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  in 
the  old  days  of  canal  and  stage  travel  this  locality  was 
the  objective  point  of  many  a sight-seer,  who  viewed  ti'.e 
majestic  waterfall  and  its  accompanying  attractions,  and 
went  away  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  slow  and  tire- 
some journey.  With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  railw.iy 
interest  in  the  United  States  and  the  gradual  exten- 
sion of  its  lines,  the  number  of  visitors  has  const.-.ntiv 
increased.  keei>ing  pace  with  the  growing  facilities  fir 
general  travel;  and  for  years  past  thousands  ha',  c 
thronged  here  annually  from  all  the  nations  of  tiie 
earth. 

To  mention  even  a fraction  of  the  most  notalile  \ isio.-r- 
at  the  falls  would  take  up  too  much  of  the  time  ar  i 
space  devoted  to  this  part  of  our  work.  I'robablv  - 
I great  a collection  of  interesting  autographs  is  to  be  !oun  ; 
nowhere  else  in  the  world  as  upon  the  registers  v\ 
have  received  the  names  of  guests  at  the  hotels  .it  N:  iga-a 
Falls;  the  pages  of  w hich  bear  the  signatures  o:  su\ erv  2".' 
' and  rulers  of  lauds  civilized  and  unci\ ili/.ed ; men  I.:2  ' 

I 

I official  I'osition  front  countries  Christian  and  I'.e.'.then ; .v 
! ch  tracrers  of  celelirity  in  art,  in  literature  anil  in '■■  ■■'  •. 

almost  ew  ery  language  sp'.iken  and  w ro  ten.  L.: 

! man  who  saw  the  f.ills,  and  left  an\  aui'aeutu  re-  ■ 
j Father  Hennepin,  who  visited  this  localitt  in  iti yS  —:-» 

I centuries  ago.  He  was  a Franciscan  missionarv  sent 
: by  the  French,  among  the  Indians. 


288 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NKW  YORK. 


i 

**Ah  me  ! Wliat  myriads  of  men,  since  then,  have  come  and  gone  ; 
S Wliat  States  have  risen  and  decayed,  h hat  jiri2cs  lost  and  vifoi: — 

What  varicil  tri- ks  the  ju^er  Tinte  has  playe«l  vrith  all  below; 
But  the  waters  fa!!  as  once  they  fell,  two  hundred  years  ago.” 


Hennepin’s  description,  as  the  first  on  record,  deserves 
to  be  quoted.  Its  interest  is  not  lessened  by  the  quaint- 
ness of  the  old  Flnglish  into  which  it  was  translated  a 
hundred  and  ninety  years  ago.  It  is  as  follows: 

“ Betwixt  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  there  is  a vast 
and  prodigious  cadence  of  water,  wliich  falls  down  after 
a surprising  and  astonishing  manner,  insomuch  that  the 
universe  does  not  afford  its  parallel.  'Tis  true  Italy  and 
Switzerland  boast  of  some  such  things,  but  we  may  well 
say  they  are  sorry  patterns  when  compared  with  this  of 
w’hich  we  now  speak.  At  the  foot  of  this  horrible  preci- 
I pice  we  meet  with  the  river  Niagara,  which  is  not  above 
1 a quarter  of  a league  broad,  but  is  wonderfully  deep  in 
, some  places.  It  is  so  rapid  above  this  descent  that  it 
violently  hurries  down  the  wild  beasts  while  endeavoring 
to  pass  it  to  feed  on  the  other  side,  and  not  being  able  to 
withstand  the  force  of  its  current,  which  inevitably  casts 
' them  headlong  above  six  hundred  feet  high.  This 
wonderful  downfall  is  compounded  of  two  great  cross 
i streams  of  water,  and  two  falls  into  an  isle  sloping  along 
the  middle  of  it.  The  waters  which  fall  from  this  horri- 
ble precipice  do  foam  and  boil  after  the  most  hideous 
; manner  imaginable,  making  an  outrageous  noise,  more 
terrible  than  that  of  thunder;  for  when  the  wind  blows 
out  of  the  south  their  dismal  roaring  may  be  heard  more 
than  fifteen  leagues  off.  The  river  Niagara,  having  thrown 
itself  down  this  incredible  precipice,  continues  its  impetu- 
ous course  for  two  leagues  together,  to  the  great  rock 
above  mentioned  [Hennepin  Rock,  Queenston],  with  an 
inexpressible  rapidity.  * * .*  From  the  great  fall 

unto  this  rock,  which  is  to  the  west  of  the  river,  the  two 
banks  of  it  are  so  prodigious  high  that  it  would  make  one 
• tremble  to  look  steadily  over  the  water,  rolling  along  with 
a rapidity  not  to  be  imagined.” 

Since  Hennepin  wrote,  the  children  of  genius  from  all 
over  the  world  have  toiled  for  words  to  adecpiately  praise 
the  peerless  cataract  of  Niagara.  ^Ve  shall  not  compete 
with  them,  nor  with  the  guide  books  in  describing  the 
features  of  this  famous  locality,  with  which  our  readers 
are  doubtless  familiar. 

The  historical  events  of  Niagara  in  the  early  days  are 
too  iirqjortant  for  treatment  in  a town  history,  and  they 
were  so  intimately  associated  with  those  which  made 
the  frontier  the  /o:a/e  of  occurrences  of  more  than 
national  interest,  tliat  they  have  been  tally  depicted  in 
the  general  county  history  on  preceding  pages  of  this 
work.  .\s  in  the  case  of  all  other  towns,  the  modern  his- 
tory of  Niagara  begins  with  the  first  settlement  of  white 
men  within  its  borders  ; and  this,  as  being  one  of  the  i 
earliest  in  the  county,  has  been  mentioned  in  the  general  j 
history,  but  will  be  mure  fully  .-^et  forth  in  this  connec- 
tion. 


FORT  LITTLE  NIAGARA. 

It  has  !)een  seen  th.nt  tlie  first  occupation  of  Inmls  with- 
in the  boundaries  (;f  lite  present  town  of  Niagara  was  Ir. 


the  French,  in  connection  with  the  business  of  transpuria- 
t!on  r/<r  the  river  and  the  jiortage.  Father  Hennepin 
mentions  that  some  of  their  number  were  left  at  the  up- 
per landing  when  the  “Griffin”  sailed  on  her  ill-starred 
western  voyage. 

In  1750  Fort  Little  Niagara  was  built  on  the  river 
hank,  about  a mile  and  a lialf  above  the  falls.  Joncaire, 
the  Frencli  officer  captured  and  ado[ited  by  the  Senecas, 
had  established  a trading  point  at  Lewiston,  he  lower  land- 
ing of  the  jjortage,  thirty  years  before,  and  erected  build- 
ings for  the  storage  of  goods  in  transit  there  and  at  the 
landing  above  the  falls.  It  was  to  protect  the  latter  that 
the  fort  was  built,  and  at  a later  day  the  portage  was 
further  guarded  by  a number  of  stockades  erected  at  dif- 
ferent ])oints  between  the  two  landings.  Fort  Little 
Niagara  is  described  as  a wooden  work,  encompassed  by 
palisades,  with  ditches  and  angles  in  the  usual  form.  A 
small  saw-mill  was  also  erected,  about  1750,  on  the 
shore  a little  below  the  head  of  Goat  Island.  Supplies 
for  the  trading  stations  and  military  posts,  and  the  pel- 
tries purchased  of  the  western  tribes,  were  transported 
around  the  falls,  over  the  portage,  on  the  backs  of 
Indians,  with  the  exception  of  such  heavy  articles  as  were 
moved  up  and  down  the  mountain  at  Lewiston  by  means 
of  a tramway,  and  carried  over  the  portage  in  wagons. 
During  the  siege  of  Fort  Niagara  by  the  British  under 
Prideaux  and  Johnson  in  1759,  the  French  set  fire  to  Fort 
l-ittle  Niagara  and  abandoned  it.  The  outlines  of  this 
structure  were  to  be  seen  not  many  years  since,  on  th.e 
river  bank,  between  the  upper  landing  and  the  mouth  of 
Gill  creek.  The  French  cleared  a limited  extent  of  land 
about  it. 

THE  STEDMAN  HOUSE  AND  FARM. 

Sir  William  Johnson,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
visited  this  region  in  1761,  spending  some  time  at  Fort 
Niagara  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  falls.  He  says  in  his 
journal  that  he  (juartered  in  a tent,  which  would  be  evi- 
dence that  there  was  at  that  time  no  fort  or  other  build- 
ing at  tlie  landing  above  the  falls;  but  at  the  same  time 
he  states  that  Sir  Jeffrey  Amherst  had  permitted  a com- 
pany of  Indian  traders  to  establish  themselves  at  the  up- 
per 1 mding,  and  granted  them  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
means  of  transportation  and  the  privilege  of  the  Indian 
trade,  and  that  a large  house  was  then  being  erected  for 
their  use,  wliicli  was  without  doubt  the  same  afterwards 
occupied  by  the  Stedmans.  There  is  a tradition  that  this 
building  was  originally  erected  in  Fort  Niagara  for  use  as 
a chapel  by  the  French,  and  that  it  was  taken  down  and 
put  up  again  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned;  and 
there  is  so  much  evidence  in  support  of  this  theory  as  to 
render  it  more  than  probable.  This  house  was  two 
stories  high,  and  rested  on  a solid  foundation.  The  main 
part  was  hmg  enough  for  five  windows,  and  it  had  twcj 
chimneys,  and  was  surmounted  by  a low.  pointed  steeple. 
At  the  soutliwestern  end  was  a one-and-one-half-story 
wing,  of  suft'.cient  length  to  admit  three  windows  side  by 
side;  and  at  the  extremity  of  this  wa>  a large  stone  chim- 
ney, with  a wide  firc-plaec*  at  ‘.lie  l>ase,  which  extended 
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.1  little  higher  than  the  "-'Me.  I'liis  chimney  is  still 
^t.nulitii^. 

The  fust  permanent  settlement  was  made  by  John 
Stedtnan,  who,  accompanied  by  his  brothers  Philip  and 
William,  took  possession  of  the  large  house  above  de- 
scribed and  the  adjoining  lands,  probably  in  the  latter 
part  of  1759  or  the  early  [>art  of  the  following  year.  He 
enlarged  the  clearing  at  the  landing,  and  also  made  a clear- 
ing of  considerable  e.vtent  on  the  river  bank  op[)Osite  the 
island  now  known  as  Goat  Island,  and  another  of  about 
ten  acres  on  the  u[)per  part  of  the  island.  This  island 
derived  its  name  from  the  fact  that  Stedman  placed  some 
goats  upon  it,  which  fro/e  to  death  during  the  winter 
of  1779  and  1780.  Among  his  other  improvements,  he 
set  out  an  orchard  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  trees 
west  of  the  house.  A few  of  these  trees  are  still  standing. 
This  was  the  first  orchard  set  out  in  this  region.  In  1796 
it  was  spoken  of  as  “ a well-fenced  orchard  containing 
1,200  trees.”  Though  there  was  undoubtedly  a consider- 
.able  increase  in  the  number  of  trees, it  is  doubtful  if  there 
were  ever  so  large  a number  standing  at  the  same  time. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty 
remaining.  From  this  orchard  were  gathered  the  first 
apples  raised  in  Niagara  county. 

The  Stedmans  were  spoken  of  by  early  visitors  to  the 
falls  and  to  Fort  Schlosser,  as  friendly  and  hospitable. 
They  were  in  possession  until  1795,  when,  upon  the  re- 
moval of  the  British  portage  to  the  Canadian  side,  they 
went  away,  leaving  as  their  representative  Jesse  Ware, 
whb,  as  Stedman’s  agent,  claimed  all  the  rights  that  had 
been  assumed  by  the  latter,  including  the  proprietorship 
of  the  falls  and  between  four  and  five  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  the  bend  of  the  river.  Philip  Stedman’s  health 
failed,  and  he  went  to  New  York  for  medical  treatment, 
dying  there  in  the  year  1797. 

It  has  been  related  how  John  Stedman  escaped  from 
the  Devil’s  Hole  massacre,  spurring  his  horse  away 
through  the  forest  amid  a rattling  fire  from  the  Senecas. 
Unscathed,  he  passed  beyond  range  of  the  Indians’  fire- 
arms, and  bearing  away  in  an  easterly  direction,  he  struck 
Gill  creek  about  two  miles  distant,  and  made  his  way  to 
Fort  Schlosser.  He  afterward  laid  claim  to  all  the  land 
lying  within  the  circuit  of  his  (light,  between  the  Devil’s 
Hole  and  the  mouth  of  Gill  creek,  by  aiithoritv  of  a pre- 
tended Indian  grant,  made  on  account  of  his  bearing  a 
charmed  life,  as  they  believed  after  that  bloody  al'fair. 
'Phere  is  evidence  to  show  that  it  is  extremel)'  im[irobable 
that  any  such  grant  of  the  said  property  was  ever  made 
by  the  Senecas  to  Stedman,  and  that,  admitting  that  it  was 
made,  there  were  certain  conditions  which  would  have 
rendered  it  invalid. 

'I’he  portage  had  furnished  about  the  only  business  u[) 
to  this  time  ; and,  with  the  e.\cc]ilion  of  the  few  inijirove- 
ments  which  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
occu[vincy  of  the  Stedmans,  such  as  the  clearing  of  a few 
acres  of  land,  the  planting  of  an  orchard,  the  attempt  to 
raise  goats,  and  the  in.inuf.ictiire  of  a limitetl  quantity  of 
Itimber — which  was  probalsly  carried  on  in  the  old  French 
saw-mill  after  it  had  undergone  rejiairs  at  the  hands  of 
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i the  Stedmans,  and  which  they  are  known  to  have  used  as 
late  as  1797 — there  was  nothing  else  in  the  town  to  indi- 
cate that  civilization  was  advancing.  No  other  buihlines 
were  erected  or  improvements  made  previous  to  iSo:;, 
and  the  Stedman  farm,  as  it  is  called  to  this  dav,  was, 
j uj)  to  that  date,  the  only  property  occupied  or  improcevi 
in  this  vicinity. 

I Stedman,  himself  or  by  his  agent,  retained  possc'-'ion 
[ of  this  [iropcrty  until  fmallv  removed  by  legal  |)rocess. 
In  iSoi  he  applied  to  the  l.egislature  of  New  N'ork  t<; 
confirm  the  alleged  Indian  title,  wlii(  h has  been  referred 
to,  to  about  five  thousand  acres  of  land,  ‘‘bounded  In- 
Niagara  river,  Gill  creek,  and  a line  extending  east  from 
Devil's  Hole  to  said  creek.”  He  represented  in  this  pe- 
tition that  at  the  council  of  1764  between  the  Indian-,  and 
Sir  William  Johnson,  the  Indians  executed  a corv.evam  e 
of  the  said  property  to  him  ; that  he  had  placed  the  deed 
in  the  keeping  of  Sir  ^Villiam  for  safety,  and  that  it  w.is 
afterwards  lost  with  his  [lapers  ; but  the  Legislature  dis- 
j regarded  this  claim,  and  subsequently  sold  the  projiertv 
I to  other  parties.  As  late  as  1823,  the  heirs  of  Stedman 
brought  a number  of  actions  against  the  purch.isers,  and 
[ a test  suit  was  tried  in  Albany,  and  defended  by  .Vtinr- 
j ney- General  Talcott  and  Judge  Howell,  of  C'anand.iigua, 

[ which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  claim  of  the 

I 

' purchasers  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  Stedman  heirs  from 
the  contest. 

PORTER,  BARTON  N CO. 

j 

I Augustus  Porter  first  visitea  the  falls  in  1795. 

second  visit  to  this  locality  was  made  the  following  ye.ir, 
during  his  engagement  as  chief  of  a companv  of  sur-ccy- 
ors,  on  their  way  to  the  territory  which  has  since  been 
known  as  the  Western  Reserve,  which  they  had  been 
commissioned  to  explore  and  lay  out  into  town>hqis. 

The  Portage  Com[)any  was  formed  as  early  us  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1805.  It  consisted  of  .\-ugU'.tus 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Benjamin  Barton,  jr.,  and  J oseph 
Annin.  In  February  of  the  year  mentioned  they  le.i-.ed 
of  the  State  the  portage  and  the  Stedman  farm,  and  pur- 
chased lots  I,  2.  3 and  4 of  the  .Mile  Reser\e,  winch  ir.- 
cluded  the  falls  on  the  .Mnerican  side,  ami  extended  ludf 
a mile  above  and  three-fourths  of  a mile  below.  Tiie  Ic-C'C 
of  the  portage  was  for  ten  years,  but  on  its  expir.ition,  in 
1 8 1 5,  it  was  extended  for  live  years  in  consideration  of 
the  interruption  of  the  carrying  business  caused  by  ii;e 
j war  on  the  frontier.  During  tire  same  ye.ir  .\ugustus 
I Porter  erected  a saw-mill  and  a blacksmith’s  sho|)  a:  tc.e 
I falls,  as  a preparatory  step  toward  the  intri uluction  o! 
other  improxements;  ami  in  1S06  he  removed  Ins  i.um  e 
(Tom  Canandaigua,  and  took  up  his  resilient  e in  die  t>-.d 
Stedman  house,  near  Fort  Schhisser.  T!.e  .^lei'.man 
I house  has  been  described  as  having  luien  in  i.sco  .i  ' :!>- 

i stantial  fr.inie  buiKling.  I'iiere  were  'ds. • — . ■ 

doNxn  K)g  cabins,  f.ir  ori  the  road  lio  .i\.  .lu  : ■ ■ r.- 
mained  of  'rOrt  Schlosser  w.is  the  barracks,  'hen  :n  ,1 
dilapidateil  condition,  a num’ier  of  ;ii(  kets  ,iml  die  eii- 
trenchiiients,  the  latier  tolerably  distinct. 


4 


war 


\ 

.4j  at-iU  larfjjjt'  •j5!*)|  4 

,>{f>»Uni,i. 

f",in.'  _)'(►}  'j(}  I 

>/j: 

■ • ■ ^ t • ooi  .4 ' J#  H * 

'I‘  .'.i'  ■m;  [■ 

* .1'  < 

; I,- 


; ■••  I 


i.'i 


I' 


■ I.  I 


■ ..  (!  <.  >,  ,:  . ?k;i  iii 

■ ' ■ l‘i a frT.jr.'iT,! 

~i'  ;••  ,■  •(, 

^ I i.r5-  ; fo  fcvjlit  _ ’ 

■ j 

•(  0^'^} 

..  . .'H:. 


HISTORY  (^F  NIACTVRA  COTN'l'Y,  NEW  YORK. 


EARLY  REMINISCENCES. 

or  a number  of  years^  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
fans  remained  in  a wihl  state,  cedars  and  dense  masses 
of  bushes  growing  down  to  the  water’s  edge;  and  it  is 
said  that  stately  oaks,  some  of  them  four  or  five  feet  in 
diameter,  were  standing  along  the  course  of  Main  and 
Buffalo  streets.  One  of  these,  the  only  living  thing  that 
flourished  two  hundred  years  ago,  is  standing  on  the  old 
Porter  homestead,  at  the  corner  of  First  and  Buffalo 
streets,  in  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls.  Prior  to  the 
arrival  of  Judge  Porter,  little  had  been  done  to  change 
the  wild  aspect  of  the  country.  In  the  forests  near  by 
bears  were  common,  and  vvolves  so  numerous  as  to  prevent 
the  raising  of  sheep.  It  is  said  of  the  latter  that  they 
were  so  bold  as  to  a[)proach  within  a short  distance  of 
the  Stedman  house  and  that  “ their  hideous  nightly 
bowlings  were  familiar  .sounds  in  all  the  region  about  the 
falls.”  Ducks  and  geese  abounded  in  the  river,  and  deer 
and  smaller  animals  were  very  plentiful.  The  Indians 
were  quite  numerous,  and  were  frequently  seen  in  their 
canoes  passing  up  and  down  the  river,  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing, and  in  small  encampments  along  the  shore.  Their 
costume  consisted  of  a shirt,  clout,  leggins  and  moccasins 
in  summer,  with  the  addition  of  a blanket-coat  and  cap 
in  cool  weather,  and  they  were  armed  with  a knife  and 
tomahawk  stuck  in  their  buckskin  belts.  “ The  leading 
chiefs  retained  some  importance  in  the  estimation  of  the 
old  settlers,  and  cvere  treated  with  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality, always  with  good  fare  and  a bed  of  blankets  and 
buffalo  skins.”  At  different  times.  Farmer’s  Brother,  the 
celebrated  Seneca  chief,  with  his  wife,  and  the  renowned 
Red  Jacket,  with  his  interpreter  and'  two  young  chiefs, 
were  guests  at  the  fireside  of  Judge  Porter;  and  when 
the  c'isit  of  the  latter  party  was  ended  they  went  away 
in  their  canoes  with  presents  of  provisions  and  whiskey. 

Rattlesnakes  were  very  plenty  in  the  neighborhood, 
though  none  were  ever  known  to  approach  witlun  half  a 
mile  of  the  cataract,  probably  on  account  of  the  trembling 
of  the  earth  for  that  distance.  Near  the  whirlpool  there 
was  a large  den  of  them  of  uncommonly  large  size;  and 
above  the  falls,  betwen  Schlosser  and  the  mouth  of  Gill 
creek,  there  were  large  numbers  of  a smaller  and  entirelv 
different  species.  Not  long  before  the  beginning  of  the 
war  of  iSi2,  Joshua  Fairbanks,  who  resided  near  the 
whirlpool,  killed  more  than  a hundred  rattlesnakes  in  a 
single  day  as  they  ascended  the  rocks  .at  that  place,  which 
was  the  only  point  at  which  ascent  was  jiossible.on  account 
of  the  preeijatous  character  of  the  river  bank.  Ant-hills 
abounded  until  removed  by  improvements  of  the  land. 

E.VRLY  SF/rri-FMENT  AND  I.MPROVE.MENTS. 

It  has  been  seen  that  .Vugustiis  Porter  was  the  first  to 
settle  in  ihe  town  after  the  .Stedmans.  He  was  a native 
of  .Salisbury,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  born  in  Januarv, 
1769.  His  fati'.er.  i)r.  josh.ua  Porter,  was  known  tiiere 
for  half  a century  as  iiracticing  physician  and  surgeon, 
d'hough  his  early  adv.intages  were  limited  he  ;tcquirt.d 
the  rudiments  of  an  edm  .ition,  to  which  he  added  in  .ifter 
life  a prai  tica!  knowledge  of  maihem;-.t ic>  and  sur\ eying. 


After  acting  in  the  cajiacity  of  chief  of  surveyors  for  a 
number  of  years,  parr  of  the  time  in  connection  with  the 
boundaries  of  Phelps  oc  Gorham’s  Purchase,  Mr.  Porter 
took  u[)  his  residence  in  Canandaigua  in  iSoo,  where  he 
lived  till  June.  1S06,  when,  with  his  wife  and  three  sons, 
Albert  FI.,  Peter  B.,  jr,  and  .Vugustus  S.,  he  came  to  Ni- 
agara and  domiciled  himself  in  the  Stedman  house,  lie 
' has  related,  concerning  his  journey  from  Canandaigua, 

I that  after  the  fashion  of  emigrants  in  those  days  he  was 
I his  own  teamster.  They  were  four  days  making  the  triji, 
with  all  the  advantages  vouchsafed  by  favorable  weather. 

At  this  time  the  inhabitants  along  the  frontier,  in  Ni- 
agara, w’ere,  besides  .\ugustus  Porter,  at  Schlosser:  James 
Everingham,  Jesse  Ware,  William  Miller,  William  Howell, 
Stephen  Floiikins,  Philemon  Baldwin,  Joshua  Fairbanks, 
Joseph  Howell,  Erastus  Parks,  Isaac  Colt,  James  Mur- 
ray, between  the  falls  and  Lewiston;  between  the  falls 
and  Black  Rock  there  was  only  “ Big  Smith,”  at  Cayuga 
creek;  and  Isaac  Swain  lived  on  the  Military  road  near 
wdrere  it  crosses  Gill  creek,  having  located  there  in  1805. 
During  the  year  1807,  the  following  named  persons  settled 
at  the  falls  : Adoram  Everingham,  a miller;  John  M. 
Stoughton,  a cloth-dresser;  Joshua  Fairchilds,  who  be- 
came the  first  tavern-keeper;  and  Jacob  Plovey,  a car- 
penter; at  Fort  Schlosser,  William  Voluntine  and  John 
Sims,  boat-builders;  on  the  Portage  road.  Gad  Pierce,  a 
pioneer  farmer  and  inn-keeper  on  the  river  road. 

During  1807  Porter,  Barton  Co.  built  a grist-mill  of 
two  runs  of  stones  at  the  falls.  There  were  not  settlers 
enough  along  the  river  to  raise  it,  and  Lieutenant  Armis- 
tead,  with  a detachment  of  soldiers,  came  from  Fort  Ni- 
agara and  assisted  to  get  the  fram.e  up.  In  iSoS  Augus- 
tus Porter  erected  a commodious  dwelling  house,  and  be- 
i tween  th’s  year  and  1812  other  impro'.'ements  were  made; 
among  them  the  establishment  on  a somewhat  exten- 
sive scale  of  a rope-walk,  in  which  cordage  was  manufac- 
tured fo.*-  lake  vessels,  both  American  and  English,  from 
hemp  raised  on  the  flats  of  the  Genesee  ; and  a carding 
mill  and  cloth-dressing  establishment,  something  less  than 
a dozen  comfortable  dwelling  houses,  a small  tannery 
and  a commodious  log  tavern  were  erected  at  an  earlv 
date. 

In  180S,  James  Field  settled  in  the  town.  He  lunl 
formerly  lived  in  Seneca  county,  but  for  a short  time  pre- 
vious to  his  advent  here  he  had  been  a resident  of  Can- 
ada He  rented  a farm  of  Judge  Porter,  and  after  work- 
ing it  awhile  bough.t  land  between  Schlosser  and  Cavuga 
creek,  and  moved  on  to  it  in  1810.  He  kejit  a ta\  ern, 
which  was  well  known  along  the  frontier,  until  his  death 
I in  1S23,  after  whic  h the  business  was  carried  on  by  his 

I widow,  Mrs.  .knna  Field.  In  the  early  days  Field's  tav- 

I ern  was  a favorite  place  of  meeting  among  the  i>ioneer 

i residents  of  Niagara,  and,  with  th.e  exception  of  an  occa- 

si.jnr.l  meeting  at  th.e  house  of  one  of  the  sotth-r>  in  scmie 
oth.cr  p:irl  of  the  town,  the  tiiwn  meetings  were  held  there 
I for  a long  time.  Mr.  Field  was  frequentK  honored  bv 

I thie  choice  of  the  pi'ople  to  places  of  tru,■^t  and  rcsjionsi- 

bility  ; and  when  he  tlici  the  tow  n lost  one  of  its  most 
enterprising  .iml  usclu!  citi.'.cns  He  left  b.nir  sons,  none 
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IMOM'liKS  OF  NIA('.ARA--'m  !•:  NOl'N'CS  AND  \\1TMI-:RS. 


of  whom  are  now  living.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Reynolds,  i 
IS  living  in  Clarksville,  at  an  advanced  age.  His  oldest 
Mtn,  Spencer  1' ield,  was  for  many  years  a well  known  cit- 
izen of  the  town.  Two  of  his  children,  a son  and  a 
daughter,  now  old  [)eople,  are  residents  of  Niagara,  and 
another  son  is  ii\ing  in  the  South.  Fddad  Field  was  also 
a life-long  resident  of  Niagara.  He  died  some  years  ago, 
as  did  also  his  brothers  James  and  Ira. 

In  1S09  Enos  Broughton  came  and  opened  a tavern  in 
the  Stedman  house,  which  had  been  vacated  by  the 
removal  of  Augustus  Porter  to  his  new  residence,  and 
William  Chapman  and  David  Lindsay,  rope-makers, 
James  Armington,  a carpenter,  William  Van  Xorman,  a 
blacksmith,  and  Ebenezer  Brundage,  a sawyer,  settled  at 
the  falls  and  engaged  in  their  respective  avocations;  and 
in  1810  came  a shoemaker  named  James  Cowing,  Ezekiel  I 
Hill,  who  taiigh.t  school  in  the  early  days,  Ralph  Coffin,  | 
who  kept  books  and  accounts  for  Judge  Porter,  Joshua  j 
Fish,  a carpenter,  Oliver  Udall,  a farmer,  and  Parkhurst 
Whitney,  a ihan  who  soon  became  prominently  known 
along  the  frontier,  who  came  from  the  town  of  Phelps, 
Ontario  county,  and  purchased  lot  No.  53  of  the  “ Mile 
Strip,”  nearly  opposite  the  western  point  of  Cayuga  Island. 

Probably  the  earliest  permanent  settlers  in  the  town 
remote  from  the  river  were  John  Young  and  his  family, 
who  came  from  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  in  1810,  arriving  | 
in  Niagara  township  June  1st.  The  party  consisted  of  j 
John  Young  and  his  wife,  their  tvvo  sons  Christian  and  | 
Samuel  and  their  families,  John,  Jacob  and  Charles  | 
(unmarried)  and  two  daughters,  Polly  and  Catharine.  j 
A heavy  Pennsylvania  wagon,  drawn  by  five  horses,  j 
furnished  them  a means  of  conveyance  for  themselves  and 
such  of  their  household  goods  as  they  brought  with  them. 
They  came  up  the  Susquehanna  river  and  via  Painted 
Post,  Dansville,  Genesee  and  Avon  to  Batavia,  and  from 
there  to  Williamsville,  which  place  they  left  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  first  of  June,  arriving  some  time  that  day  at  a j 
point  in  the  “ Mile  Strip  ” a little  east  of  the  mouth  of 
Gill  creek.  From  there  they  were  obliged  to  cut  a road 
through  the  timber  in  advance  of  their  wagon  to  lot  No. 

17  of  the  Holland  Purchase.  When  they  arrived  at  the 
place  of  their  destination  it  was  late  in  the  day  or  early  in 
the  evening;  and  they  slept  in  the  wagon  and  under  it  the 
first  night,  keeping  off  the  chill  by  means  of  a fire  built 
against  a large  log,  at  which  they  also  cooked  the  first 
meal  of  which  they  partook  within  the  present  limits  of 
Niagara  county,  'i'he  next  morning  they  set  four  crotch- 
ed  sticks  up  in  the  ground  and  covered  them  with  large 
pieces  of  bark  stripped  from  a fallen  tree,  and  this  was 
their  only  jjrotection  from  the  sun  and  the  rain  till  they 
could  erect  a log  house.  In  1811  Samuel  Young  pur- 
ch.asod  the  land  now  owned  by  his  son  Jonas,  and  Chris- 
tian l>ought  the  adjoining  imi)ro\ement  of  a man  named 
Steven.s,  wlajlcft  the  cimutry  >oon  afterward. 

In  (813  both  fmuilies  removed  to  Livingston  county, 
and  remained  there  till  after  peace  was  declared,  the  men 
coming  back  d.",ring  the  summer  mur.th.>  to  attend  to 
their  farming  interests,  and  going  away  again  after  har- 
vest. John  Vc.ung  lived  (jniy  two  tears. ifter  his  settle- 


ment in  Niagara.  His  sons  Samuel  and  Christian  lived 
many  years,  to  make  great  improvements  alxmt  their 
pioneer  homes  and  to  rear  large  and  respectable  f.imilies. 
The  former  died  in  1S71  at  the  ,ige  of  83  years,  - months 
and  10  days;  the  latter  February  aSth,  1875,  -,gcd  ."■<> 
years  and  10  months.  Mrs.  Samuel  Young  died  in  i';--. 
and  Mrs.  Christian  Young  Dece.mbc-r  28th.  i.s7s.  i 
seventy-seven.  Jonas  Young,  son  of  Samuel  N oune.  w 
only  six  weeks  5ld  at  the  time  they  left  Lancaster  cuuntv. 
H e is  still  living  on  the  property  purchased  bv  his  fathci. 
Charles  Young,  his  brother,  is  a resident  of  Cambria,  and 
his  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hittel,  lives  in  Wheatfield. 

Christian  Young  worked  in  the  early  days  at  tlte  i oc>p- 
er’s  trade,  manufacturing  fiour  barrels  for  judge  Por.er_ 
for  use  at  his  mill  at  Niagara  Falls.  He  had  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  William,  the  oldest,  mar- 
ried a sister  of  Henry  Wagner,  of  Niagara,  and  died  leav- 
ing a widow  and  several  children,  d'he  former  and  most 
of  the  latter  reside  in  this  township.  .Sally,  the  next  in 
order  of  age,  died  while  yet  a young  woman.  Three  sons. 
John,  Samuel  and  Benjamin,  and  the  remaining  daualuer 
Mary  Ann  Kline  .widow.,  live  at  the  old  family  h >me 
Catharine,  sister  of  Samuel  and  Christian  Young,  is  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  family  of  John  Young. 

The  W'itmers,  John  and  .Abram,  also  Penusv  Ivunians. 
were  the  next  to  settle  in  Niagara.  The  first,  with  In'-' 
family,  came  in  iSio.  They  departed  from  their  home 
about  six  miles  west  from  Lancaster,  Pa.,  about  tlte 
middle  of  August,  and  arrived  here  eighteen  days  later, 
early  in  September,  Their  mode  of  travel  was  the  same 
as  that  employed  by  the  A'oungs,  and  indeed  the  only  one 
available  in  those  days,  only  they  had  four  hor.-es  instead 
of  five.  Their  route  was  up  the  Susipiehanna  to  Harris- 
burgh,  from  there  to  the  mouth  of  Lycoming  creek,  ami 
via  the  Williamson  road  through  Block  House  and  Blo-s- 
burg  and  down  the  Tioga  valley  to  Painted  Post,  from 
which  point  they  proceeded  to  Dansville,  and  from  there 
down  the  Genesee  river  to  Avon,  and  thence  by  way  of 
Batavia  to  Black  Rock.  They  came  down  th.e  Niag.Lt.i 
as  far  as  the  Devil’s  Hole,  from  which  point  i-.  i*c 
Swain  had  chopped  out  a road  to  his  clearing  where  th.e 
Military  road  crosses  Gill  creek,  near  the  northern  biuin- 
i dary  of  the  townshijr.  Swain  hatl  partiallv  cleared  t'ttrcv 
' or  fortv  acres,  and  erected  a good-sized  and  substatui  d 

1 log  house.  'Phis  improvement  Mr.  Witmer  pcri  h.i-e,!. 

and  Swain  removed  to  Porter  and  settled  near  l ort  .N:,-._- 
ara.  'Phis  improvement  and  one  belonging  to  .1  m.in 
named  Stevens,  which  was  afterward  bought  by  Chr'.-ti.c', 
Young,  wore  the  only  ones  at  that  date  on  tha:  liortion  "t 
I the  Military  road  which  is  within  the  present  town  ot  N:- 
j agara. 

1 Mr.  Witmer  had  come  to  remain  ; and  he  was  toremo-t 
I among  those  hardv  and  enterpri-ing  men  who  have  ti.de. i 
in  the  d.’.v  s g uie  bv.  ttrntd  th.e  di-adv.int ’_c-.  .ind  d - 
; couragements  tu'  pioneer  life,  more  tor  t'".e  1 

present  generation  than  their  own.  In  the  >e.ir  o'- 17 
{ built  a small  saw-tnill  on  toll  creek,  ne.ir  his  resunm-.. 
j and  he  Imgatr  to  i.ianufacture  Ititnber  the  l.di.''\in_ 
j It  has  been  in  0[)er.uion  tmicii  of  the  ti'ue  ^ir,ce.  ...o-;  u' 
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ca../ dayj>  sujiplled  lumber  of  which  were  built  most 
of  the  frame  buildings  in  that  part  of  Niagara  and  con- 
tiguous portions  of  adjoining  towns.  He  died  in  iS42,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-tuo.  His  family  consisted  of  his  wife 
and  nine  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  were  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  previous  to  their  settlement  in  Niagara, 
d'here  were  seven  sons,  Christian,  Benjamin,  Abram, 
John,  Samuel,  Henry  and  Rudolph,  and  two  daughters. 
Barbara  and  Nancy.  I'he  eider  sister  was  married  in 
Pennsylvania  and  did  not  accompany  the  family  here, 
but  with  her  husband,  a man  named  Jacob  Wissler,  she 
came  a little  later.  At  the  time  of  the  war  of  1812,  they 
returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  they  remained  for  a 
time  and  then  removed  to  Indiana,  where  Mrs.  Wissler  is 
now  living  at  '"the  age  of  ninety.  Nancy  married,  and 
now  lives  in  Kansas.  After  remaining  in  Niagara  two  or 
three  years,  Christian  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  He 
married  there,  and  with  his  family  subsequently  came 
back  to  Niagara.  Ten  years  later  1834  he  went  west, 
and  died  in  Iowa  three  or  four  years  ago.  Benjamin  was 
six  years  old  at  the  time  the  family  came  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  twenty-two  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of 
the  mill,  and  performed  much  of  the  labor  in  its  construc- 
tion. In  1S23  he  put  up  a mill  in  Wheatfield  for  J.  Schenck. 
He  was  married  in  Erie  county  in  1825.  Mrs.  Witmer 
died  in  1871,  having  borne  him  thirteen  children,  only 
one  of  whom  is  dead  and  four  of  whom,  John,  Benjamin, 
jr.,  Martin  and  Simon,  reside  in  this  township.  Benjamin 
Witmer  is  still  living,  hale  and  hospitable,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.  Abram  is  living  in  Illinois,  John  in  Indiana 
and  Samuel  in  Iowa.  Henry  died  of  cholera  in  Ham- 
ilton, Ontario,  in  1S32.  Rudolph,  the  youngest,  who 
was  born  in  Niagara,  is  still  living.  He  served  with 
credit  in  the  late  war. 

Abram  Witmer  came  in  1811.  At  that  time  his  family 
consisted  of  his  wife  and  four  children,  Christian  H., 
Abram,  jr.,  David  and  Joseph.  Four  others  were  born 
in  Niagara,  vi/,.:  Flsther,  Tobias  and  Elias  twins  and 
Fanny.  Christian  H.  married  and  reared  a family.  He 
was  engaged  in  milling  at  Suspension  Bridge  and  Niagara 
Falls  for  many  years,  and  was  drowned  September  17th, 
1859,  while  superintending  some  rejuairs  on  his  mill  at 
Suspension  Bridge.  His  sons  have  since  carried  on  the 
business,  in  connection  with  banking  and  other  enter- 
prises. Abram,  jr.,  is  living  in  Niagara  township  at  the 
age  or  se\entv,  and  his  son.  Joseph,  lives  on  an  adjoining 
farm.  David  and  Joseph  are  both  heads  of  families, 
both  reside  in  Niagara  and  both  are  substantial  farmers. 
Esther  died  unm.irried  .it  the  age  of  twentv-two.  Tobias 
IS  a resident  ot  Erie  county;  he  is  a sur\e\or  bv  profes- 
sion, and  not  mans  years  since  he  published  a map  of 
Niagara  townshiii  which  is  highl  v regarded  hm  accurac  v. 
Elias  is  unmarried,  and  lives  with  his  brother  Abram. 

NIAG.VR.V  IN  'I'lIE  ^VAR  OF  ,.'0:. 

riie  war  of  1812-14  was  a very  serious  i'npediment  to 
the  settlement,  improvement  and  progress  of  the  town 
and  village,  and  subjected  the  pioneers  to  innumerable 
sacrifices,  inconvemem'es  .im,l  h.irdshijis.  lmnii,tr  itiim 


ceased,  and  most  of  those  win.)  had  begun  to  rear  up 
homes  in  this  then  new  country,  left  them  and  removed 
to  the  interior,  iqjon  the  declaration  of  war  in  June,  iSca; 
but  a majority  returned  and  remained  until  December, 
i8r3,  when  the  British  and  their  Indian  allies  invaded  and 
laid  waste  the  defenseless  frontier,  destroying  buildings 
and  property  of  all  kinds,  and  killing  many  unresisting 
persons.  Those  who  escaped  with  their  lives  saved 
nothing,  and  many  were  reduced  to  extreme  want  and 
suffering.  Nothing  was  saved  at  the  Falls  except  two  or 
three  small  dwellings  and  the  log  tavern,  set  on  fire,  but 
extinguished  by  persons  at  hand  after  the  hasty  depart- 
ure of  the  enemy.  With  the  close  of  the  war  came  an 
influx  of  settlers,  and  in  1815  the  partially  paralvzed  hand 
of  enterprise  began  to  exhibit  its  wonted  vigor.  Among 
the  new  comers,  in  this  year,  was  James  Ballard,  a cloth- 
dresser  and  wool-carder,  on  the  River  road.  Samuel 
Tompkins,  a Canadian  volunteer,  having  been  banished 
from  Canada  and  his  property  there  having  been  confis- 
cated because  of  his  participation  with  the  United  States 
against  the  British  in  the  war  of  1812-14,  came  to  Niag- 
ara Falls  in  1815,  and  purchased  lot  No.  52  of  the  “Mile 
Reserve,”  two  years  later,  of  General  Parkhurst  Whitney. 
At  that  time  there  vv  .me  little  more  than  a score  of  fami- 
lies residing  on  the  territory  embraced  in  the  present 
town  of  Niagara,  and  nearly  half  of  tiiese  were  at  the 
Falls.  Mr.  Saddler  lived  on  the  land  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  A.  M.  Chesbrough  as  early  as  1816.  Before 
the  war  he  had  been  at  Schlosser.  Besides  those  men- 
tioned, several  other  settlers  came  this  year,  among  them 
Philip  Tufford,  with  his  family,  on  lot  No.  7 (Holland 
Purchase),  near  the  Lockport  road. 

Niagara  Falls  was  the  only  trading  point  nearer  than 
Black  Rock  or  Lewiston.  There  was  only  one  store  in 
the  town  fthat  recently  opened  by  Judge  De  Veaux  at  the 
Falls).  The'judge  was  also  postmaster.  The  mail  arrived 
with  some  irregularity.  It  was  carried  on  horseback  from 
Buffalo  to  Lewiston,  via  Niagara  Falls,  d'he  only  school 
in  the  town  was  at  the  F'alls,  and  previous  to  18 1 8 it  was 
j open  only  in  the  winter.  The  frame  buildings  in  the 
I town  numbered  less  than  ten,  and  several  of  these  were 
I at  the  Falls. 

j Of  pioneer  taverns  there  vvere  three — General  Whit- 
ney’s, at  Niagara  Falls,  one  at  Clarksville,  ke[)t  bv  Gad 
Pierce,  and  James  Field  did  the  honors  of  the  thinl  in  a 
substantial  frame  house  between  Schhbsses  and  Cavnga 
creek.  There  were  at  that  tune  two  grave-yards  in  the 
town,  the  larger  one  at  Niagara  Falls,  .and  the  other  the 
family  burial  [ilace  of  John  Osborne,  fiirther  up  the  river, 
j Until  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Thomas,  in  1820,  there  were  no 
I physicians  nearer  than  Lewiston,  at  whirl)  ])l.ire  Drs. 
j Smith  and  Frisbee  had  settled  some  time  before.  There 
! was  a blacksmith  at  the  Falls. 

i .\t  the  time  of  which  we  write  the  carrying  business 
I beivveen  Sehlos:,i.r  and  1 ewi.-ton  prov  ided  the  settler^  of 
I this  stction  empluvnuml  for  themselves  and  their  te  mis. 

I and  afforded  them  an,  o[)])ortiinity  to  earn  monev  w hieh 
I it  would  have  been  difficult  for  them  to  obt.iin  otherwise 

I — in  fact  it  IS  said  to  h.ave  been  about  the  onlv  n.eaii'  of 
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PIONEER  LIFE  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  NL\(L\RA. 


getting  ready  money.  One  old  resident  says  this  business 
was  a “God-send  to  the  people.” 

EARLY  EVENTS. 

.\s  has  often  been  the  case  in  new  countries,  there  was 
for  some  years  a .scarcity  of  provisions  on  the  frontier; 
and  as  Canada  was  further  advanced  in  agriculture,  the 
pioneers  here  crossed  the  river  for  a great  portion  of  their 
supplies  of  pork.  Hour,  a[)ples  and  cider.  To  show  the 
scarcity  of  these  staple  necessities  it  will  only  be  necessary 
to  state  that  Samuel  Tompkins,  sen.,  went  to  Canada  in 
the  spring  of  i8iS,  and  paid  thirty-si.x  dollars  per  bar-  | 
I el  for  pork,  and  twenty-two  dollars  per  barrel  for  1 
liour.  .Such  wa>  the  asjiect  of  affairs  in  Niagara  be-  j 
fore  the  county  had  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  j 
war;  but  by  the  beginning  of  the  year  1816  the  wave  of  j 
emigration  began  to  roll  back,  and  before  1820  most  of  : 
those  who  had  sought  safety  elsewhere  during  the  war  j 
returned,  and  began  the  work  of  rebuilding  their  burned  | 
cabins  and  redeeming  their  land  from  the  wilderness; 
there  was  a consideraltle  infiu.x  of  new  comers,  and  build- 
ings were  erected,  enterprise  fostered  and  encouraged, 
and  the  evidences  of  growing  prosperity  became  apparent 
everywhere. 

One  of  those  who  settled  in  the  town  in  1816  was  Eli 
Bruce,  on  the  I.ockport  road.  He  was  a man  of  some 
little  education  and  was  one  of  the  early  schoolmasters. 
Rev.  David  M.  Smith  came  during  this  year,  and  preached 
at  the  Falls  and  Lewiston  alternately.  He  was  one  of  the 
earliest  regular  preachers  on  the  river. 

Ferris  Angevine,  father  of  Jackson  Angevine,  came  in 
i8i8  and  bought  a i>lace  on  the  Tonawanda  road,  a little 
above  the  mouth  of  Cayuga  creek.  He  subsequently  pur- 
chased land  on  the  Military  road,  made  a clearing  and 
erected  a log  house,  in  which  he  begun  housekeeping  af- 
ter his  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Remington,  in  1826. 
Three  years  later  they  removed  to  his  place  on  the  ” Lit- 
tle river  ” as  that  j)artof  the  river  between  the  mainland 
and  Cayuga  island  was  called  , where  he  resided  until  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Flpaphroditus  Emmons,  an  early  justice,  town  clerk 
and  tavern-keeper,  settled  at  Fort  Schlosser  in  1818  or 
1819,  and  put  up  a slight  two-story  wooden  building 
around  the  chimney  which  had  been  at  the  end  of  the 
wing  of  the  Stedman  House,  pres  ious  to  its  destruction  in 
December,  1813.  I his  he  occu]ned  as  an  inn  three  or 
four  years,  and  tlien  it  was  taken  down  and  set  up  again 
at  another  jiiace,  where  its  remains  are  still  standing. 

Isaac  Smith  settled  on  the  Portage  road  pre\'ious  to 
1819,  and  during  that  year  .\den  Gay  and  Nathaniel 
Howies,  two  blacksmith^.,  came  to  Schlosser.  and  'I'homas 
\V.  Idinning  a tavern-keeper,  James  Pit-rc  e,  a miller,  and 
Arab  Osborn,  a carpenter,  came  during  the  following 
year;  and  Willi.im  llr.uiuer,  a cloth-dresser.  Dr.  Ambrose 
1 homas,  th.e  hrst  resident  plusici.ui,  .ind  luo  carpenters. 
Peter  Cow.in  and  .\ndrew  Hull  in  1821. 

.\aron  and  Stephen  Chihls  came  into  the  town  in  1S22, 
'I’hese  two  men  were  not  brothers,  .is  h.is  been  sometimes 
supjiosed;  but  they  h.id  : uig  been  neighbors  .ind  warm 


personal  friends.  The  first  was  a church-member  and 
the  other,  though  in  every  way  a moral  man  and  a gi.od 
citizen,  was  not  a professor  of  religion.  In  consequence  of 
this  difference  they  were  for  many  years  distinguished  as 
“ Deacon  ” Childs  and  Sinner  ” Childs.  Stephen  Childs 
settled  near  the  Whirlpool  rajiids.  .\aron  Childs  came 
from  Lewiston  and  settled  on  land  now  within  the  limits 
of  the  village  of  Suspension  Bridge.  He  remained  there 
a few  years  and  sold  out  to  Orson  Childs,  son  of  Ste[>hen 
Childs,  and  removed  to  a point  now  within  the  \illage  of 
Niagara  Falls.  In  1836  he  disposed  of  his  property  to 
his  son  \V.  H.  Childs,  and  removed  to  Oberlln,  Ohio, 
wdiere  he  afterwards  died.  Stephen  Childs  long  remained 
a resident  of  the  town. 

Theodore ‘Whitney,  a nephew  of  General  Parkhur^t 
Whitney,  at  that  time  twenty-one,  came  from  Ont.irio 
county  in  1823.  .\fter  cutting  logs  for  a cabin,  he  re- 
turned to  Ontario  county,  and  married  Miss  Fi.xperience 
C.  \Varner.  Returning  with  his  bride  he  boarded  with  the 
family  of  Samuel  Young  until  the  completion  of  his  cabin, 
on  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  his  son,  John  Whit- 
ney. Mr.  Whitney  met  with  an  accident  in  1850  which 
resulted  in  his  death. 

In  18  25  a number  of  new-comers  found  a home  in 
Niagara,  among  them  blenry  H.  Hill,  who  settled  on  the 
Military  road,  and  James  Ward  and  Peter  D.  Bachman, 
on  the  River  road.  Daniel  Remington  and  family  came 
from  Livingston  county  in  April,  iS25,and  moved  in  with 
the  family  of  Charles  Goff,  who  owned  the  only  hou>e  at 
that  time  between  Cayuga  creek  and  the  clearings  of 
the  Youngs.  There  was  only  one  settler  between  the 
Youngs  and.  the  Witmers.  The  Remingtons  came  with 
four  wagons  drawn  by  horses. 

One  afternoon,  about  three  o’clock.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Remington  afterwards  Mrs.  .Angevine  and  a .Mrs.  Row- 
land where  lost  while  attempting  to  ( ross  over  from 
the  Military  road  to  that  on  which  w.as  the  cabin  of 
the  Goffs  and  Remingtons.  They  wandered  in  the 
forest,  alarmed  bv  the  darkness  and  the  howling  of 
the  wolves,  until  nearly  midnight  before  they  finally 
reached  home.  Mrs.  .-\nge\  ine,  who  is  yet  livimt.  st.ite> 
that  game  was  very  plenty  in  those  days,  and  there 
were  many  fish  in  the  river  am'  creeks.  At  oie  tmre 
she  saw  twenty-four  deer  cross  the  marsh  and  m 
the  river  over  to  Grand  Island.  It  was  custoir.ary  :<ir 
the  settlers  to  so  arrange  tiieir  work  as  to  hunt  in 
company  on  Saturday  afternoons.  George  Siiipm.m. 
from  Canada,  brought  his  family  anil  ^.euled  in  t'u- 
town  in  1825.  They  were  obliged  to  domii  ile  tucin- 
selves  in  a schnol-hoime  near  the  .Military  ro.id.  t 1 
cabin  could  be  erected  for  them. 

In  1S26  Rev.  Horatio  .V.  Parsons  came  to  th.e  to\\  n ot  N - 
I agara  and  settled  on  the  Ri\  er  road,  between  the  1 .ilb  .r  ■: 
Cavuga  creek.  He  was  born  in  Granby.  M,!-'..  in  1:  '. 

I and  i)re\ious  to  his  l oiu;....  ,r:  ;oi  '■  i 1 

j herd,  of  New  ( irleaus,  I..1.  lie  . ■■  : 

I the  Presbyterian  church  at  Niagara  F.t'ds.  ,i:ul  u.r  •.  e.i'- 

! divided  his  time  between  tile  duties  ol  tiie  jcmtor.Ue 

I tlie  scientific  I'lirsiiit  of  agi'iculture.  c.'iunii'i’ nm  : 
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' valuable  and  interesting  articles  on  agricultural  topics  to 
I the  American  A)^ricu/turist,  T/ie  Cultivator,  Rural  New 
'■  Yorker,  and  similar  publications.  He  was  also  the  author 
of  a guide-book  to  Niagara  FalLs.  Anne  Flaniniond 
became  Mr.  Parsons’s  second  wife.  He  died  in  1873, 
leaving  a large  family.  Mrs.  Parsons  survives  him,  and 
with  other  members  of  the  family  lives  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  Mr.  K.  P.  Parsons,  one  of  his  sun.s,  is 
extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit-growing. 

Another  former  resident  of  Lancaster  county,  Martin 
Yogt,  with  his  family,  came  to  Niagarain  1828.  They 
left  their  previous  home  the  second  of  July,  and  arrived 
at  the  Falls  .August  third.  Mr.  Vogt  soon  afterward 
purchased  fifty-two  acres  of  land — i>art  of  lot  No.  17, 
range  9 — of  the  Holland  Company,  and  made  himself 
j a home,  where  he  lived  until  1836,  when  he  disposed 
j of  his  property  to  Rev.  Horatio  A.  Parsons,  and  removed 
to  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Vogt’s  family  numbered  eight  sons  and  daughters. 
The  oldest  daughter  married  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa., 
and  remained  there.  The  remainder  of  the  family,  ex- 
‘ cepting  one  son,  Jacob  J.  Vogt,  accompanied  their  father 
west.  After  renting  several  farms  in  different  parts  of 
the  town  until  1844,  Jacob  J.  Vogt  purchased  of  Gardner 
Chapman  lot  No.  30  of  the  “ Mile  Strip,”  adjoining  the 
Lewiston  line.  In  1834  Mr.  Vogt  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Beaver,  of  Erie  county.  He  has  a son  and 
1 three  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  the  town.  The 
former,  Jacob  B.,  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  John 
j Whitney;  one  of  the  daughters  is  the  wife  of  William  FL 
Shafer,  on  the  Lockport  road;  another,  of  William  P. 
Mentz,  of  Lewiston;  and  the  third,  of  H.  G.  Tompkins, 
of  La  Salle. 

Mr.  Vogt  has  seen  many  changes  in  this  vicinity  since 
182S.  At  that  date  a great  portion  of  the  town  was 
covered  by  a growth  of  timber,  and  the  southeastern  part 
was  very  wet.  It  was  called  “ Pike  Swamp,”  because  of 
the  great  numbers  of  fish  of  that  name  which  came  up 
the  river  via  Gill  creek  and  Pike  creek.  Sometimes  as 
many  as  twenty- five  deer  would  cross  the  swamp  in.  a 
herd.  In  the  woods  there  were  wild  cats,  wolves  and 
bears,  though  the  latter  were  not  plenty.  The  last  wolf 
caught  in  the  town  was  trafiped  near  Binkley’s  mill  bv 
Barnes  Brooks,  about  182S  or  1S30.  The  last  bear  was 
killed  between  1855  and  1S60  at  Suspension  Bridge,  op- 
posite where  the  Presbyterian  parsonage  stands.  It  was 
seen  in  town,  and  dogged  till  it  climbed  a tree,  when  it 
was  shot  by  Nelson  Sanders.  The  roads  were  few  and 
almost  impassable.  In  the  earlier  days  Mr.  Vogt  has 
cultivated  all  the  land  on  which  the  village  of  .Suspension 
Bridge  ftow  stands. 

There  was  a failure  of  the  wheat  crop,  causing  great 
scarcity  of  bread-stuffs,  in  1828,  and  a good  deal  of  suf- 
fering among  the  people  was  the  consequence.  Such  cjf 
them  :is  were  able  bought  corn  of  the  Tuscaroras.  'I'he 
price  was  alujut  a dollar  a busliel. 

During  fl'.e  next  four  or  five  vears  there  was  a steady 
though  not  large  .i-ccession  of  settlers  in  dilferent  parts  of 
the  town.  .Among  those  who  came  in  1832  were  Chris- 


tian Binkley  and  his  family,  from  Lancaster  county.  Pa., 
who  were  about  three  weeks  making  the  journey,  their 
means  of  conveyance  being  three  teams.  A.G.  Binkley 
lived  in  an  old  log  house  a little  south  of  where  the  resi- 
dence of  his  son,  Uriah  Binkley,  now  stands,  till  the  follow- 
ing spring,  when  he  moved  into  a house  on  the  farm  of 
Ferris  Angevine,  further  down  Cayuga  creek.  In  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  he  removed  from  the  town, 
i Uriah  Binkley,  settled  on  (fayuga  creek  in  1855,  where  he 

j has  since  been  engaged  in  farming.  .\t  that  date  the 

1 land  in  the  town  of  Niagara  was  generally  cleared;  and 
many  families  have  come  into  the  southern  portion  since 
I and  built  houses  on  the  difterent  roads.  Another  son 
of  Christian  Binkley’s,  Jeremiah  Binkley,  is  a prominent 
business  man  of  Niagara  Falls. 

In  1833  Joseph  Grav  es  came  from  Massachusetts  and 
settled  at  a place  now  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
Niagara  Falls.  His  family  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
three  children,  Lyman  C.  Graves  and  two  sisters.  Lyman 
C.  Graves  resides  on  what  is  known  as  the  Packard  road, 
on  a part  of  lot  No.  17,  range  9,  the  same  tract  origin- 
ally purchased  of  the  Holland  Land  Company  by  Martin 
I Vogt,  and  sold  by  him  to  Rev.  H.  .V.  Parsons,  who  sold 
[ it  in  turn  to  Mr.  Graves.  When  he  removed  Lo  this 
place  in  1845,  Mr.  Graves  found  a log  house  upon  it 
which  had  been  erected  during  ?vlr.  Vogt’s  occupancy,  and 
which  he  replaced  by  a frame  dwelling  in  the  following 
year.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  fruit-growing,  and,  in  connection  with  the 
late  Ambrose  Packard,  in  the  manufacture  of  lime. 

Henry  (.Jrtt,  a mason  by  trade,  who  has  resided  for  a 
number  of  years  on  the  Tonawanda  road,  near  the  line  of 
Wheatfield,  came  from  Lehigh  county.  Pa.,  in  1833, 
accompanying  the  family  of  his  father,  being  at  that  lime 
nine  years  of  age.  The  Ortts  settled  on  the  Lockport 
road,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  -A.  Farnwalt,  which  con- 
stituted part  of  lot  No.  3.  At  that  time  there  were  only 
three  houses  between  that  point  and  Fletcher’s  Corners, 

I and  only  a few  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  town.  man 
named  Hanly  kept  a tavern  in  an  old  double  log  house 
I standing  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  residence 
of  A.  Kroening. 

William  Garrett  came  into  the  town  from  Monroe 
county  in  1835,  and  purchased  part  of  lot  No.  14,  his 
farm  being  the  same  now  owned  by  C.  Wolfe. 

In  1S38  Daniel  Dielrick,  sen.,  came  from  Pennsvlvania. 
He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  soon  made  friends  and 
found  employment.  He  owns  i>roperty  at  La  Salle, 
where  he  has  resided  for  a number  of  years  and  rearerl  a 
. large  family,  some  of  whom  are  residents  of  this  town. 
Between  1S40  and  1850  the  population  of  the  town  in- 
creased with  ccjusiderable  rapidity,  by  the  accession  of 
settlers  in  all  ])arts. 

.•Among  those  who  settled  at  La  Salle  about  1850  was 
John  Mason,  a n.arive  of  .Switzerland.  He  marrical  l-'.liz;;- 
beth.,  daughtero;  Joiin  Bollier,  of  Niagara,  ;n  1S51.  lie 
w as  a wheelwriglil  by  tiaule.  He  hehl  the  positiaui  i-f 
postm.ister  at  La  .Sa.lle  for  ,i  number  of  ve.irs,  resigning 
abouc  ten  v'ears  ago,  on  at  count  of  failing  health,  and 
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removing  .to  his  farm  of  loo  acres  (part  of  lot  No.  6o) 
and  following  the  life  of  a farmer  till  his  death,  March 
i6th,  1873.  Mrs.  Mason  died  March  5th,  1877,  leaving 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  now  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  farming  and  fruit-growing  conjointly,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  eldest  son,  Joseph. 

CIYIL  HISTORY. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  James 
Field,  the  seventh  of  A[)ril,  i8ia.  The  supcr\isor  was 
authorized  to  build  one  pound  at  or  near  .Schlosser.  It 
was  iletermined  that  Joseph  Hadley’s  yard,  or  such  en- 
closure as  he  might  erect,  should  be  considered  a legal 
pound.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  overseers  of  highways 
to  act  as  fence-viewers.  A fence  five  feet  high,  the  rails 
not  more  than  four  inches  apart,  was  declared  a lawful 
fence.  Hogs  under  four  months  old  were  permitted  the 
privileges  of  “ free-commoners.”  One  dollar  fine  was 
imposed  for  each  horse  taken  up  on  the  commons.  A 
bounty  of  five  dollars  was  offered  for  each  wolf  killed  in 
the  town.  The  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was 
voted  to  improve  the  highways,  and  twenty-five  dollars 
for  the  support  of  the  poor.  Adjourned  to  meet  at  the 
same  place. 

The  commissioners  of  highways  divided  the  town  into 
seven  road  districts. 

A full  ticket  was  elected  at  this  first  town  meeting,  consist- 
ing of  Silas  Hopkins,  supervisor;  Ezekiel  Hill,  town  clerk; 
James  Fields,  EbenezerHovey  and  William  Scott,  assessors; 
Parkhurst  Whitney,  Joshua  Pettit  and  Augustus  Porter^ 
commissioners  of  highways;  John  Sims,  constable  and 
collector;  Gad  Pierce  and  John  W.  Stoughton,  poor- 
masters;  Amos  Park,  Warren  Saddler,  John  Patterson, 
Abner  Hull,  John  Witmer,  William  Scott  and  Abram 
Winner,  pathmasters. 

At  the  next  meeting,  in  1813,  horses  were  made  “free- 
commoners,”  probably  on  account  of  the  insufficient 
means  of  keeping  them  confined  at  the  time.  The  pre- 
mium on  wolves  was  offered  for  a number  of  years.  The 
following  year  the  meeting  was  at  the  house  of  George 
burger.  A sum  of  money,  the  amount  of  which  was  not 
s|)ecified,  was  \uled  for  the  establi.shment  of  common 
schools.  In  1S16  the  sum  directed  to  be  raised  for  a 
school  fund  was  twenty  dollar^>.  The  records  of  the 
town  bear  a copy  of  the  following  enactment,  dated  the 
first  Tuesday  of  April,  181S  : ” Resohed,  that  three  times 
the  amount  of  money  a])propriated  by  the  State  for  the 
schools  to  this  town  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
schools,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  twenty-four 
dollars.”  In  181O  it  was  diret:ted  th.U  the  number  of 
P'Ounds  should  be  im  reused  to  two,  and  money  was  voted 
to  pay  for  their  erection.  Horses  belonging  out  of  the 
town  were  declared  not  “ free-commoners.”  and  a fine  of 
ten  dollars  wa>  imposed  on  their  owners  in  case  th.ev 
allowed  them  to  go  loose  in  the  highways  oi  this  town. 

In  I Si  8 tlie  record  book  ivas  opened  tor  the  registin- of 
“e.ir-marks”  lor  ihe  identific.ition  of  sheep,  f our  \ears 
later, a bounty  of  se\  ent y-live  cents  w.is  riffered  for  foxes. 


and  at  a later  period  similar  inducement  was  offered  to 
encourage  the  killing  of  wildcats. 

In  April,  1827,  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  the  suikt- 
visor  and  town  clerk  were  directed  to  procure  a map  of 
the  town,  and  also  to  jmepare  and  circulate  a petition  for 
the  division  of  the  town  and  forward  the  same  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature.  Pendleton  was  taken  from 
Niagara  in  this  year.  “ It  was  agreed  that  after  paving 
all  of  the  debts  due  by  the  said  towns  whde  the  same 
were  united  in  the  town  of  Niagara,  two-thirds  of  all  tl'.e 
accounts  should  belong  to  Niagara  and  one-third  to  Pe:;- 
dleton.”  The  roads  were  again  re-districred  thi>  ve.,r. 
and  tile  number  of  districts  retluced  in  cunseipience  ■ : 
the  division  of  the  tow  n. 

The  town  of  fVheatfield  was  taken  from  Niagara,  bv 
act  of  the  Legislature  dated  May  12th,  1836. 

SUI’r.RVISORS. 

Owing  to  the  loss  of  a portion  of  the  town  record',  d 
has  been  impossible  to  obtain  the  minutes  of  the  tow  n 
meeting  for  1S35  and  the  name  of  the  supen  isor  elected 
at  that  time;  and  for  the  same  reason  the  name  for  1837 
is  also  wanting;  otherwise  the  following  list  is  complete: 

For  1812,  Silas  Hopkins;  1S13,  EbenezerHovey:  1814. 
James  Field;  1S15,  George  burger;  1S16,  Silas  Ho[>kin>; 
1817,  James  Field;  181S,  Parkhurst  Whitney;  1819,  Gad. 
Pierce;  1820,  James  Field;  1821,  .-Vugustus  Porter  re- 
signed and  James  Field  chosen  to  fill  vacancy  ; 1822. 
Augustus  Porter;  1S23-25,  .Alexander  Dickerson;  1826. 
Samuel  De  Veaux  (resigned.  David  Chapman  chosen  ; 
1827-30,  Henry  W.  Clark;  1S31-34,  N.  M.  '\\'ard;  1836. 
Henry  W.  Clark  resigned  and  William  Bradner  chosen 
to  fill  vacancy);  1837,  Parkhurst  ’V\'hitney;  1838,  Henry 
W.  Clark;  1840,  .Albert  H.  Porter;  1 84 1-43,  P.  Whitnev; 
1844,  1845,  P.  H.  Porter;  1S46,  N,  W.  Robinson;  1847,  184s. 
P.  B.  Porter;  1849,  George  W.  Holley;  1850,  P.  D.  I’.ac'n- 
man;  1851,  Samuel  De  A'eaux;  1852,  Parkhur>t  WhitneT ; 
1853,  1854,  Augustus  S.  Porter;  1855,  1856.  Parkhurst 
Whitney;  1S57-60,  James  F.  Trott;  18O1.  Henry  W.  Clark; 
1S62,  James  F.  'I'rott;  rSd;,  1864,  William  S.  Watso;i; 
1865-68,  PL  N.  Griffith;  1869-71.  H.  P'.  Pierce;  1872-74- 
James  B.  King;  1875.  G.  W.  Cutler;  1876-78,  P.  \’.  \VeK  h. 

NIAGARA  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

IPiring  the  late  war  of  the  lebellion  th.e  town  ot  Nu’.gt'.r 
was  duly  enter[irising  and  patriotic,  as  the  recon!' 

The  first  man  w ho  enlisted  in  the  town  w.is  John  1.  - 

li\’an.  'I'hree  comiianies  of  ^olunteers  went  irom  tne 
town  to  mingle  in  scenes  ot  danger  am!  carn.ige  on  ■ 
southern  b.attle-lields,  and  measure*  were  t.iken  I'W  • . 
relief  of  soldiers'  lamilies  which  iireduded  liu'  ;m.".  ’ '■ 

of  their  suffering  for  an\'  of  the  nece"ities  m li:-.-.  .c;  . - - 
lie\ed  the  men  at  the  front  of  much  anxiety  1 m'- e:  ■ 
tlie  depemlent  oiu  ' they  had  lett  behind.  .\t  a i.i  e' 
for  th.is  purpo'c  of  the  bo.ird  of  town  auditor',  lu-ld.  I 

i!:o  iuKilM  .itiw'  (O'l  a jG-i  i ’ ' 
o I u'u  I A ! G ci  i i’l  i i I A ' ' ' y r ; ! I .1 V A ‘ ] ■ 

blue  tis'ue  paper,  :ind  p,i"ed  a>  treely  ,i'  th.e  nu-  - . 
the  I'nited  States  among  the  bii'inc"  men  ot  the  i >'v  , 


. / •! •iA  ./«0Ti<l<1  .Jf.V'D 


' '■  W'i! 


. ..  • I .'i,'-!  I,  jK/j»>h=  ' <i.‘^:jl  >iil  *•■  Kwi'i  >'u'»’H  ' c">i  4r»  -JtiA 

>^1'  i>.'  .,r?e!'»  *■  -i.i»v>lt  'i  tl!'  ;‘iff.  ■/  «.  'J.  . >if»,  ^ 
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and  were  all  redeemed  when  due,  de.spite  the  croakings  of 
those  who  o[)posed  their  issue  and  nick-named  them 
“ lIuIcttA  I'.lim-b.ii  U"  because  of  their  ])romment  advo- 
cacy bv  S'lmiv  1’.  ti.  Hulett,  in  opposition  to  a proposi- 
tion to  i'.'.ue  town  fionds.  At  tlie  organization  of  the 
board  fur  the  purpose  of  granting  titis  relief,  Theodore 
G.  Hulett  was  appointed  to  issue  certillcates  in  district 
No.  I,  and  Jacob  Henning  in  district  No.  2;  and  during 
1863  and  1864  they  issued  to  tlie  families  of  soldiers  about 
^lo.ooo  worth  of  these, which  were  audited  and  paid  each 
vear.  'fhe  following  is  a copy  of  one  of  the  certificates  so 
issued  and  redeemed: 

“ No.  S04.  Ttn>.'n  of  Niii;'arci,  Disl.  No.  i,  2,0th,  1S64. 
“ Boaru  of  Reuef  of  the  Town  of  Niagara. 

“ Two  Dollars  is  due  the  bearer  from  the  Town  of  Niag- 
ara, for  relief  by  him  furnished  the  family  of  Patrick 
Joice,  who  is  now  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States.  Such  relief  furnished  by  order  of  said  board, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  entitled  ‘ An  Act  providing  for  relief  to 
the  indigent  families  of  volunteers  and  persons  who  may 
be  ordered  into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  L’^nited 
States,’  passed  May  17,  1863.  This  Certificate  to  be 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Town  Auditors  of  said  town 
at  their  next  annual  meeting,  to  be  audited  by  them  for 
payment  according  to  law,  and  payable  when  the  ta.x  is 
levied  and  the  funds  appropriated  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Supervisor  of  said  town  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Board  of  Suj>ervisors  of  Niagara  County,  according  to 
law.*  Interest  will  be  alloyved  and  audited  on  this  Certifi- 
cate from  the  date  thereof  to  the  first  day  of  January, 
1865.  By  order  of  the  Relief  Board  of  said  town.  $2.00. 

Signed'  T.  G.  Hulett,  com’r  dist.  No.  i.” 

In  August,  1S64,  the  town  auditors  met  to  consider 
the  best  method  for  raising  money  for  bounties,  and  for 
the  [layment  of  the  certificates  above  described  ; and  to 
prevent  any  public  dissatisfaction  it  was  resolved  to  call 
a meeting  of  the  citizens  to  determine  what  course  should 
be  pursued,  although  the  law  legalized  the  issue  of 
bonds  by  the  board  of  town  auditors  at  their  discretion. 
This  meeting  was  held  at  the  Niagara  House,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Niagara  Falls,  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month  and 
was  largely  attended.  T.  G.  Hulett  was  chosen  chairman, 
and  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which 
were  adopted  i>y  acclamation  : 

irhc/  tos.  At  the  last  annual  town  meeting  * * * * 
a resolution  was  passed  requesting  and  authorizing  the 
supervisors  of  the  county  of  Niagara,  under  the  law  be- 
fore referred  to,  to  levy  a tax  sufficient  to  pay  all  the  cer- 
tificates that  ha\  e been  or  may  be  issued  for  military  pur- 
poses, such  le\  V not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $400,  and  to 
be  i>aid  out  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  town 
auditors  ; therefore, 

“/vVj'7rr./,  That  the  said  resedution  (with  others  of  a 
subsidiary  i haracltr)  be  adopted  as  the  sense  of  this 
meeting." 

The  fuiul  raised  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing 
•resolution  w.is  (.died  the  “town  military  fund  of  the 


town  of  Niagara."  A fund  railed  the  " contingenev 
fuiul  ” was  also  raised  by  legal  ai.thority. 

Briefly  as  we  have  referred  to  the  above  mentioned 
efforts  of  the  people  of  Niagara  to  bear  their  part 
in  the  great  struggle  for  national  existence,  it  will  be  seen 
that  they  lacked  neither  patriotism,  money,  nor  executive 
ability. 

One  of  the  most  sightly  and  attractive  evidences 
of  the  patriotism,  liberality  and  enterprise  of  the  people 
of  the  town  of  Niagara,  is  the  soldiers’  memorial  monu- 
ment at  the  junction  of  Falls  and  Canal  streets,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Niagara  Falls,  wdtere  it  was  placed  in  th.e  Centen- 
nial year  in  commemoration  of  the  heroes  who  went  from 
the  town  to  do  battle  for  their  country’s  honor,  'and,  to 
the  number  of  fifty-three,  yielded  up  their  lives  in  their 
country’s  defense.  The  monument  cost  $1,976.04, 
$238.17  of  which  was  subscribed  by  the  people  of  the 
town.  It  was  dedicated  .Vugust  22nd,  1876,  with  religious 
and  literary  exercises,  and  a parade  of  firemen  and  mili- 
tary organizations,  attended  by  a great  concourse  of 
spectators,  including  many  distinguished  visitors.  Judge 
T.  G.  Hulett  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  procuring  the 
construction  of  the  monument,  and  was  the  chairman  of 
the  board  of  commissioners  having  the  matter  in  charge. 

CEMETERIES. 

Probably  the  earliest  grave  yard  in  the  town  was  that  at 
Fort  Schlosser,  though  there  may  have  been  one  made 
still  earlier  by  the  French  at  Fort  Little  Niagani.  There 
was  one  at  the  Falls  early  in  the  present  century,  and 
John  Osborne  had  a family  burial  place  on  the  river  road 
above  the  Falls. 

Fifty  years  or  more  ago,  the  late  Judge  Augustus  Por- 
ter donated  a tract  of  land  in  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls 
to  the  town  of  Niagara  for  a town  burying  ground.  After 
the  incorporation  of  the  village  and  the  extension  of  its 
boundary  lines,  it  was  found  that  this  cemetery  was  within 
the  limits  of  the  incorporation,  and  that  it  was  yearly  be- 
coming too  circumscribed  for  the  use  of  the  town  at 
large.  little  more  than  twenty  years  since,  the  Erie 
and  Central  railroad  companies  made  propositions  for  the 
purchase  of  the  right  of  way  through  the  oUl  grave  yard. 
The  supervisor  of  the  town,  by  direction  of  a vote  at  a 
town  meeting,  sold  the  desired  privilege  for  the  construc- 
tion of  two  tracks  through  the  .grounds,  iqum  comlition 
that  the  railroad  conqianies  should  bear  all  the  exp.mse 
of  the  removal  of  the  bodies,  and  with  the  proceeds  of 
the  transaction  purchased  two  tracts  of  land  for  town 
burial  purposes,  one  near  Jonas  Young’s  and  the  other 
adjoining  Oakwood  Cemetery  on  the  south.  A fine 
residence  was  erected  on  the  latter,  for  the  occtqiancy  of 
the  keeper  of  the  grounds,  and  sufficient  me.ir.s  was  left 
to  fence  in  and  beautify  the  iiremises.  A few  years  ago 
the  town  leased  the  i)ublic  burying  ground  adjoining 
Oakwo'Hl  ( 'etnetery,  together  with  the  buildiiv_''  therom.  to 
tho<>.tkwood  c.'emetery  .\ssociation  for  twe:  \^ar>.  upon 

condition  that  the  tow  n grounds  shouhl  be  free  to  any 
who  might  wish  to  make  use  of  them  for  purposes  of  sep- 
ulture, and  lh.it  the  a.s>oci.ition  should  keep  them  in  re- 
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pair.  -A  portion  of  what  was  left  of  the  old  grounds, 
after  the  construction  of  the  railroad  tracks  through  them, 
as  above  described,  was  sold  to  private  parties,  and  a 
part  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  town.  The  proceeds  of 
this  sale,  amounting  to  $800 — $300  of  which  was  paid  at 
the  time — were  pkaced  in  a fund  designated  the  ‘‘old 
cemetery  fund.” 

ROADS. 

No  efforts  were  put  forth  to  open  a road  between  Fort 
Schlosser  and  Black  Rock  after  the  abandonment  of  the 
Military  road,  until  1S09,  when  the  Legislature  granted 
an  appropriation  of  §2,000  for  that  purpose,  and  appointed 
.Augustus  Porter,  Peter  Vandeventer  and  Joseph  Landon 
to  lay  out  a road  between  the  two  places.  This  sum  was 
so  inadeijuate  to  the  construction  of  a road  over  a well 
chosen  and  direct  course,  that  the  commissioners  were 
obliged  to  follow  the  winding  course  of  the  river,  and  this 
road — on  the  .American  shore  of  the  Niagara — was  in  such 
bad  condition  that  for  many  years  the  greater  part  of 
the  travel  to  the  Falls  was  on  the  Canadian  side. 

The  other  principal  roads  of  the  town  are  the  Pviver 
road — which  is  a continuation  of  that  last  mentioned, 
though  of  earlier  construction,  passing  through  the  vil- 
lages of  Niagara  Falls  and  Suspension  Bridge  and  follow- 
ing the  course  of  the  river  to  Lewiston,  Youngstown  and 
Fort  Niagara — and  the  Lockport  road,  from  Suspension 
Bridge  in  an  easterly  direction  across  the  town,  and 
through  the  intervening  townships  to  Lockport.  This 
road.is  of  more  recent  date. 

The  Cayuga  creek  road,  through  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town,  part  of  the  way  along  the  bank  of  the  creek  of  the 
same  name;  the  Packard  road,  from  the  river  road,  near 
the  Gill  creek  bridge,  to  the  Lockport  road  in  the  north- 
western corner  of  the  town;  the  road  e.xtending  from 
Pine  street,  at  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  village  of 
Niagara  Falls,  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  mile 
strip  to  the  Cayuga  creek  road,  at  the  corner  of  the  farm 
of  J.  Bollier;  and  a number  of  shorter  roads  have  been 
opened  from  time  to  time,  as  the  settlement  of  the  town 
advanced  and  tlie  convenience  of  the  traveling  public  de- 
manded. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  in  the  town  was  opened  at  Niagara 
Falls  in  1807,  and  before  tiie  i louds  of  war  had  lifted 
from  the  Niagara  frontier,  tlie  law  establishing  com- 
mon schools  in  the  State  of  New  York  was  passed  b) 
the  Legislature,  the  act  bearing  date  June  19th,  1812; 
and  a year  later  (.Vpril,  1813,  , before  the  d«;.-.! ruction  of 
the  settlements  along  the  river  by  the  British,  at  the  an- 
nual town  meeting  ntoney  wa->  directed  to  l>e  raised  for 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  common  schools. 
Tliis  aiUviunt  w,;>  necessariiy  small.  Imt  the  demands  of 
the  time  were  perh.ips  i nrre-'pondingly  incon^ider.iide, 
and  three  years  l.tter  the  anicuint  appropriated  for  this 
purpose  was  only  twenty  dollars.  In  1818,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  amount  of  school  money  had  been  raisetl  to 
twentv-four  dollars,  and  th,  t w.is  three  times  the  sum  aji- 


propriated  by  the  State  to  the  schools  of  this  town.  f)ther 
appropriations  have  followed  from  time  to  time.  The 
amount  of  public  money  received  at  different  periods  for 
this  purpose  was  as  follows:  1819,  §88. So;  1824,  .§37; 
1828,335.48;  1834,3127.50:  1840,  §132.30;  1849,3226.- 
80,  and  §340.17  raised  by  the  jieople  to  help  [>ay  teacher.s. 
The  amount  of  funds  expended  in  the  town  for  educa- 
tional purposes  has  steadly  increased,  until  in  the  year 
1877  the  school  tax  paid  in  Niagara  was  §3,092.84.  In 
1820  the  school  was  kept  nine  months,  and  only  thirty- 
seven  children  were  taught;  in  1823  there  was  a school 
for  the  same  period,  and  the  number  of  children  in  the 
Falls  district  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  waa 
fifty.  The  next  year  there  were  only  forty-seven  children 
of  the  school  age.  In  1S34  the  number  had  im  reased  to 
one  hundred  and  twent\-two;  in  1S40,  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty;  in  1S49,  to  two  hundred  and  four.  The  num- 
ber of  children  of  the  school  age  in  the  to«nshij»  at  the 
present  time  is  2,800,  divided  among  the  different  distrn  t> 
as  follows:  No.  i,  65;  No.  2,  1,257;  No.  3.  57;  No.  4, 
188;  No.  5,  75;  No.  6,  78;  No.  7,  1,007;  No.  8,  73.  There 
were  frequent  changes  of  teachers  in  the  earlv  days,  in 
some  cases  as  many  as  four  different  ones  having  taught 
the  same  school  in  a single  year.  In  the  year  1816  the 
school  districts  of  the  town  were  originally  erected.  They 
then  numbered  five.  There  are  now  eight. 

Previous  to  1840  there  had  been  Init  a few  of  the  orig- 
inal log  structures  designed  for  educational  purposes 
erected  in  the  town,  outside  the  village  of  Niagara  Fall.-, 
and  those  by  the  gratuitous  efforts  of  such  of  the  settlers 
as  chose  to  assemble  and  make  ” bees  " for  that  purpose  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  1S44  that  a school-house  was  iml  up 
by  a public  tax,  near  Cayuga  creek.  It  is  related  that 
on  the  evening  of  its  completion  the  sha\  ings  were  swept 
out  of  it,  and  it  was  first  used  that  same  night  as  a place 
of  worship,  Rev.  John  Cannon,  of  Niagara  Falls,  holding 
religious  services  there  ; and  that  the  next  morniiig  tlie 
first  school  was  o[)ened  in  it  by  Miss  Louisa  Dantorth, 
who  afterward  became  Mrs.  Samuel  Tompkins.  In  the 
Young  neighborh.ood,  the  first  si  hool-house  was  built 
near  the  Tufford  farm,  east  of  the  .Military  road,  in  1.^24, 
by  Samuel  and  Christian  Young  and  a tew  others.  D.iniel 
Smith  was  the  first  teacher.  Ituring  the  next  season  the 
family  of  a new  comer  named  .'^hipman  occui>ie'.l  it  .is  a 
dwelling,  and  .Mrs.  .Shipman  taught  tht'  sumnur  te'rnp 
What  was  the  fate  of  this  building  does  not  appe.ir  : but 
in  1827  the  school  was  kejjt  in  the  cooper  ^h()|>  ol  T hri'- 
tian  Young,  and  in  the  same  tear  a log  school-hou'c  w.i' 
erected  out  on  the  Militarv  road,  on  the  land  o!  .''.nmiel 
Young.  .Some  time  subsequent  to  1840  this  w.;>  repl.u  ed 
I b\'  a stone  building.  .V  m.in  mimed  Ivldriilge  opened  the 
j first  term  in  this  building,  but  w.is  obliged  to  .ib.tmlon  tiie 
j work  on  account  (.>}  ill-he,ilth,  and  w.is  >u<  cc.-.T-d  1>\  .1 

i Mr.  T'ield  :.  In  1 '•h~  l.in.l  w.m  bought  .u  ro---  tT--  r''.n 

i from  lhi>  edifice,  .i:ul  tile  p''e--iu  b'l. hi  u,  " i T 

1 is  a sub^t.lnti.d  ^^tructiire,  well  fini>hed  .ind  ■ 

! patent  desks  and  lixtureN,  affortling  quite  aconira--t  r.>  tl  •. 

I stvleof  schoi'l-hoiise  put  up  in  the  earl}  d.!}  '.  The  !"ie- 
! going,  repeated,  with  .unue  slight  \arution.s  t"  d.ite.’.nd 
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I circumstance,  would  be  the  history  of  every  school-district 

in  the  town. 

THE  FIRST  RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

ever  held  in  this  town  were  conducted  by  Father  Henne- 
pin, during  the  sojourn  of  La  Salle  and  his  followers  at 
Cayuga  creek.  Pulilic  worship  was  of  rare  occurrence 
previous  to  1815,  and  the  services  were  conducted  at 
times  in  the  open  air,  oftener  in  the  school-house,  and  | 
occasionally  in  barns,  by  the  circuit  preachers,  who  went  j 
from  settlement  to  settlement  planting  the  seeds  of 
religious  truth  in  the  minds  of  the  pioneers.  Rut  the 
little  settlements  were  widely  scattered,  and  the  ever-wel- 
come  visits  of  these  unlettered  but  zealous  men,  were  not 
of  much  fretiuency ; and  it  is  credibly  stated  that  there 
were  less  than  a score  of  sermons  preached  in  the  town 
before  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812-14.  first  church  | 

organization  was  formed  in  1815,  and  others  followed  at 
various  periods,  under  the  auspices  of  different  religious 
denominations.  The  celebrated  pioneer  evangelist  Lor- 
enzo Dow  made  a circuit  of  the  Niagara  frontier  in 
1823,  preaching  at  the  Falls  on  the  evening  of  .Monday, 
September  ist.  Among  the  earlier  local  preachers  who 
held  meetings  in  the  town  was  the  Rev.  John  Cannon, 
still  living,  at  a very  advanced  age. 

FRUIT-GROWING  IN  NIAGARA. 

John  Burdette  came  to  Niagara,  from  Buffalo,  in  1849, 
and  purchased  an  undivided  half  of  Cayuga  Island,  which 
was  at  that  time  wild  and  uncultivated,  consisting  of  about  | 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  only  ten  acres  of  which  were  ■ 
tillable.  He  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  peaches  and  | 
strawberries,  becoming  the  pioneer  in  this  business,  which  ! 
has  since  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  interests  i 
in  Niagara  county.  The  jjrst  year  he  set  out  one  acre  of 
strawberries,  and  was  successful  in  maturing  and  gathering 
the  crop,  clearing  from  it  the  sum  of  $1,000.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  constantly  increasing  his  facilities  for 
the  production  and  marketing  of  peaches  and  strawber- 
ries, and  he  gathered  from  the  ten  acres  devoted  to  the 
first  mentioned  product  about  thirteen  years  ago  a crop* 
from  which  he  receix’ed  a gross  income  of  $11,000;  and 
since  then  he  has  been  so  e.xtensively  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness that  he  has  had  forty  acres  of  strawberries  growing 
at  one  time.  Mr.  Burdette’s  brother  came  from  Buffalo 
a year  or  two  later,  and  until  his  death  was  en- 
gaged with  him  in  the  business  of  fruit-growing. 

The  above  facts  are  mentioned  to  show  from 
what  a small  beginning  has  grown  an  interest  which 
is  one  of  the  most  imjiortant  and  profitable  in  all  this 
section  of  the  State,  and  which  has  attained  to  its  piesent 
prominei'.ce  with  a rapidity  surpassed  by  no  other  indus- 
try. Encouraged  by  the  success  of  .Mr.  Burdette,  many 
of  the  older  residents  of  the  township  embarked  in  the 
business  of  truit-gr^vn-ing,  and  men  oj  enterprise  from 
abroad  came  to  Niagara,  purchased  lands  and  threw  all  their 
energies  into  this  pleasant  and  luolitable  emploMUent. 
Prominent'  among  the  former  were;  Samuel  ’I’omjikins, 

|,  .\i'.gevine,  .Ambrose  Ihu  kard,  Re\ . 11  (.'ratio  I’arsons,  1.. 


C.  Graves,  and  a few  others;  and  of  the  latter  class,  Mr. 
A.  M.  Chesbrough,  Hiram  D.  Munson,  who  came  over 
from  Grand  Island  in  1865,  and  others. 

Although  fruit  is  extensively  cultivated  in  most  parts 
of  the  town,  the  land  owners  in  the  vicinity  of  La 
Salle  make  a specialty  of  the  business,  and  it  is  stated 
on  good  authority  that  in  1876  there  were  83,500 
apple,  peach,  quince  and  pear  trees  growing  in  the  town- 
ship within  two  miles  of  that  village  ; the  proportion  of 
the  different  species  being  as  follows  : Apple,  37,300  ; 
peach,  42,400  ; quince,  1,800  ; pear,  2,000.  The  fruit 
raised  on  the  level  reaches  of  Niagara  orchard-land  is  of 
fine  quality  ; and  connoisseurs  assert  that  they  can  select 
it  from  among  that  of  other  localities  by  its  peculiar  rich- 
ness. 

DRAINAGE. 

A.  M.  Chesbrough  came  from  Buffalo  in  1850,  and 
erected  a log  house  at  a point  a little  down  the  river  from 
the  present  village  of  La  Salle.  This  has  since  been  re- 
placed by  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  residences  in  the 
town.  Mr.  Chesbrough  at  once  became  closely  identified 
with  the  leading  interests  of  Niagara.  At  that  time  much 
of  the  land  in  this  section  was  wet,  boggy  and  unfit  for 
profitable  cultivation  ; and  he  was  the  first  person  who 
turned  his  attention  to  its  improvement  by  means  of 
systematic  and  expensive  drainage.  Mr.  Chesbrough 
went  to  Buffalo  and  contracted  for  10,000  brick  tiles,  and 
began  the  work  of  tiling  and  draining.  I'his  was  at  that 
time  looked  upon  by  some  of  the  earlier  resident.^  as  an 
impracticable  innovation  that  could,  at  best,  result  onlv 
in  the  loss  of  money  to  the  experimenter  ; but  like  manv 
projects  that  are  looked  upon  with  disfavor  at  their  incei'- 
tion,  this  one  had  all  the  elements  of  success,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  the  demand  for  tiles  was  so  general  that 
their  manufacture  at  La  Salle  became  a reliable  and  well- 
paying industry. 

Formerly  a great  portion  of  the  land  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  township  was  unfit  for  cultivation,  being  low 
and  covered  with  stagnant  water,  which  was  at  the  same 
time  detrimental  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture  and 
the  general  healthfulness  of  the  people.  Follcwine  th.e 
inauguration  of  the  system  of  'drainage  above  mentioned 
was  the  enforcement  in  this  section  of  " an  act  to  drain  cer- 
tain low  lands  in  the  State  of  New  A'ork,"  resulting  in  the 
reclaiming  and  enhancement  of  the  value  of  large  tracts 
I of  lan'i,  not  only  in  this  township  but  in  other  portions  of 
the  county.  The  earlier  residents  of  Niagara  all  have 
: reminiscences  to  tell  of  the  days  b'-fore  the  drainage  of 

1 the  land.  .-\11  of  them  show  against  what  di.-advantaees 
the  [lioneer  farmers  struggled,  and  some  of  them  afford 
evidence  of  that  happy  temi'erament  of  some  of  the  men 
i of  early  days  which  extracts  a j(.)kefrom  the  nu'st  ad\  erse 
circumstances.  Perhaps  the  best  story  of  the  latter  class 
is  that  told  of  one  of  the  j'ioneers  near  Cavuga  c-eek.  .\u 
old  aetjuaintance  from  the  least  ci’.iled  on  him  one  d.:\ 
and  found  him  out  in  the  field  plowing.  .After  watciiing 
the  wet,  rich  soil  for  a moment  as  it  rolled  iqi  from  the 
moidd-board,  the  visitor  rem. irked:  “ Prettv  wet  plowing 
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shat.”  “Oh,  no;  this  ain’t  very  bad,”  was  the  farmer’s 
fi-ply,  as  the  plow  went  still  deeper  into  the  muck.  “ Well, 
whit  do  vou  cal!  bad?”  asked  the  man  from  the  East. 

When  1 can’t  see  anything  of  my  plow  but  the  tips  of  | 
the  handles  !”  was  the  reply.  j 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  town  in  1830  was  1,401;  in 
1840,  1,277;  in  1850,  1,951;  in  i860,  6,603; 

6,832;  in  1875,  6,861. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  LA  SALLE. 

This  village  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  Cayuga  creek. 
The  first  settler  was  “Pig  Smith,”  who  lived  there  as 
early  as  1806.  In  1850  th.e  place  consisted  of  two  dwell- 
ings, an  old  saw-mill,  the  property  of  Henry  W.  Clark 
and  Samuel  Tompkins;  a blacksmith  shop  owned  and 
occupied  by  Andrew  White,  and  a small  country  tavern, 
standing  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  Nusbaum’s  shoe 
store,  and  kept  by  a man  named  McCulloch.  A school- 
house  stood  just  north  of  the  village  limits,  which  had 
been  built  in  1844.  The  settlement  went  by  the  name  of 
Cayuga  Creek. 

The  post-office  was  established  about  1852.  The  first 
postmaster  was  Henry  Clark,  son  of  Henry  W.  Clark. 

A new  building,  which  he  had  just  erected,  served  the 
double  purpose  of  store  and  post-office.  He  was  succeeded 
by  John  Mason,  who  held  the  office  until  1866.  A man 
named  Whitney  was  appointed,  but  only  remained  in 
office  nine  months.  Mr.  Mason  was  again  appointed, 
and  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health  in  186S,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  -Alexander  C.  Leonard,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  village  received  its  present  name  in  honor  of  the 
builder  of  the  “Griffin,”  about  the  time  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  post-office. 

The  present  business  interests  of  La  Salle  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows:  Planing  mill  and  lumber  yard, 

Tompkins  8:  Loucks;  manuf.acturer  of  brick  and  drain 
tile,  H.  S.  T ompkins;  grocery  and  post-office.  Alexander 
C.  Leonard;  manufacturer  and  builder,  Daniel  Dietrick, 
sen.  Besides  these,  there  are  a general  store,  a hotel 


and  grocery,  a boot  and  shoe  store  and  a blacksmith  shop, 
besides  a builder,  a cooper  and  rejiresentatives  of  other 
trades  and  industries. 

.MF.THODIST  F.PISCOP.M.  CHURCH  Of  I.\--\l,l,f. 

'I'his  charge  was  formerly  connected  with  that  at  .Niag- 
ara Falls,  and  subsequently,  for  a time,  with  tiiat  at  Ton.i- 
wanda.  The  society  at  La  Salle  was  formed  in 
John  Cannon  was  the  first  class  leader.  The  first  stew- 
ards were  A.  M.  Chesbrough  and  John  Kent. 

Previous  to  this,  in  the  fall  of  1854.  a number  of 
persons  met  in  the  school-house  of  district  No.  4. to  cousiik 
with  a view  to  the  erer  tion  of  a church.  .\.  buildinc 
committee  was  appointed,  con.sisting  of  the  folluwine 
members:  Samuel  Tompkins,  A.  M.  Chesbrough.  lolin 
Cannon.  The  project  was  carried  rapidl\  forward,  and 
William  Fhilpott,  of  Niagara  Falls,  contracted  to  Iniiid 
the  church  for  ;^r,ioo.  It  was  erected  in  1855,  and 
subsequent  expenses  brought  the  cost  up  to  about  ,s  1 ,400. 
In  1859  there  was  a division  in  the  church,  wliii  h rcsuiied 
in  the  withdrawal  of  some  of  its  members,  who  identified 
themselves  with  the  Free  Methodists.  Th.e  ground  on 
which  the  church  stands  belonged  to  some  of  these  dis- 
affected members,  and  the  edifice  was,  after  some  diffi- 
culty, relirupiished  to  them.  It  was  purcliased  back  in 
1877  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society,  and  has  since 
been  occupied  by  them.  Since  tire  erection  of  the  churc  h 
the  pulpit  has  been  filled  b\  a number  of  preaclrers  of 
various  denominations.  The  present  pastor  in  charge  is 
Rev.  Albert  Osborne.  It  has  been  a sejerrate  charge 
since  1874. 

FLETCHER’S  CORNERS. 

Fletcher’s  Corners  received  its  name  in  honor  of  the 
late  William  Fletcher.  It  is  a farming  neighborhood  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Military  and  Lockirort  ro.id',  in  tire 
northern  part  of  the  town.  For  the  accommodation  of 
the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  a blacksmith's  slrop  lias  been 
established  there,  the  business  of  which  is  conducted  bv 
John  Mailey,  and  a war  side  tavern  is  kejit  by  F.  Hoehn. 
which  is  known  as  the  “ Military  House." 
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THE  VILLAGE  OF  NIAGARA  FALLS. 


HIS  village  was  incorporated  July  7th,  1S48. 
j, ^ •L}  ■'  Iri  tlie  early  days  ot  its  history  the  village  at 

called  Schlosser;  after  it  had 
gained  some  early  prominence  as  a prospec- 
tive manufacturing  point,  it  was  named  Man- 
Chester,  after  the  manufacturing  town  of  that 
' name  in  New  England;  and  when  it  had  become 
celebrated  as  a place  of  resort  it  received  its  present 
appellation. 

The  village,  which  has  a population,  according  to  the 
census  of  1875,  of  3,360,  1,257  of  whom  are  of  the  school 
age,  is  situated  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  town, 
on  the  point  of  land  around  which  the  river  makes  its 
abrupt  change  from  a western  to  a northern  course,  and 
at  the  side  of  the  oataract  to  which  it  owes  its  e.xistcnce 
and  from  which  it  has  derived  its  name. 

Its  chief  claims  to  distinction  are  its  unrivaled  attrac- 
tions as  a place  of  resort,  presenting  as  it  does  to  the  tourist 
natural  scenery  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  whole  world, 
and  affording  facilities  for  personal  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment unsurpassed  by  tliose  of  any  large  city  in  the  Union. 
Its  streets  are  wide,  well  kept,  well  drained  and  well 
lighted;  its  residences  many  of  them  elegant  and  situated 
in  the  midst  of  spacious  and  beautiful  grounds;  its  hotels 
palatial  in  their  e.xtent  and  appointments;  its  churches 
numerous,  the  edifices  conreniently  located,  substantial 
and  tasteful  in  architecture,  and  freely  opened  to  the 
stranger  in  the  village;  and  its  railway  facilities  are  un- 
e(iualed  by  those  of  any  place  of  its  size  in  the  United 
States,  which  is  a convenience  a[)[)reciated  alike  bv  the 
visitors  from  aliroad  and  the  local  business  men  and 
manufacturers. 


But  Niagara  Falls  takes  no  unimportant  standing  as 
a place  of  thriving  industry,  profitable  entcrpri>e  and 
home-like  attractions.  Its  unctjualed  water  jjower  renders  ! 

it  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  manufacture,  the  | 

uncommon  radway  aiUantages  of  which,  mention  ha.s  j 

been  made  enham  e its  natural  claims  in  tliis  direction,  i 

and  the  etforts  now  being  put  forth  by  the  j proprietors  of  I 

the  hydraulic  canal  promise  to  result  in  further  stimulat-  | 

ing  manufacturing  cnteriuise  ami  rendering  it  oipmatiw  ‘ 

and  [wohtable.  In  r.o  [urt  of  the  county  are  the  interests  j 

of  education  more  thoroughly  and  systematieallv  advanc-  j 

ed;  and  tltose  t\\  m messi.-ngers  of  enlightenment  and  ci'.  ih-  j 

zation,  the  chttrch  and  the  j'ress,  are  sustaine«l  with  tin  1 

honorable  anij  llattering  liberalitv  . ' 


THE  VILLAGE  IN  1810. 

A commission,  consisting  of  DeWitt  Clinton, Gouverneur 
Morris,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Simeon  DcAVitt,  William 
North,  Thomas  Eddy  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  left  Schenec- 
tady July  4th,  1810,  to  e.xplore  the  route  for  a canal  from 
the  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Erie.  Clinton  kept  a daily 
journal  of  their  progress  and  experiences,  which  is  very 
interesting  and  valuable  to  the  student  of  the  genera! 
history  of  the  State,  parts  of  it  especially  so,  as  being  de- 
scriptive of  life  on  the  frontier  at  that  time;  and  a few 
paragraphs  devoted  to  this  locality  will  be  found  of  in- 
terest in  this  connection.  He  wrote  as  follows  : 

“We  arrived  at  the  village,  one  quarter  of  a mileabo\e 
the  falls,  and  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  Fort  Schlos- 
ser. It  was  established  by  Porter,  Barton  .V  Co.,  and  it 
is  the  best  place  in  the  world  for  hydraulic  works.  Here 
is  a carding  machine,  a grist-mill,  a saw-mill,  a tannery, 
post-office,  tavern,  and  a few  houses.  An  acre  lot  sells 
for  fifty  dollars.  The  rope-walk  is  sixty  fathoms  long,  is 
the  only  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  western  country, 
and  already  supplies  all  the  lake  navigation.  The 
hemp  used  in  this  manufactory  is  raised  on  the  Genesee 
flats.” 

THE  EARLY  SETTLERS. 

In  the  town  history  we  have  already  described  how.  from 
the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  Portage  Conqiany  in  1S05, 
and  the  settlement  at  the  Falls  of  Judge  Augustus  Porter 
in  1806,  a thriving  little  manufacturing  village  grew  up — 
small,  it  is  true,  and  rude,  and  lacking  the  appliances  and 
conveniences  of  a later  day,  but  busy  and  full  of  promi'e 
for  the  future.  Previous  to  1812,  the  following  persons 
were  householders  at  the  Falls; 

James  Everingham,  John  W.  Stoughton,  William  Van 
Norman,  .\doram  Everingham,  JosIuurFairchild,  Ebeuezer 
Hover,  Ezekiel  Hill,  Ralph  Coffin,  Ebeuezer  Brundage 
and  Oliv  er  L'dall.  The  landlord  at  the  first  tavern  wn> 
Joshua  Pairchilil,  and  he  was  succeeded  in  1S14  bv 
Parkhurst  Whitney.  There  was  a tavern  at  the  end 
of  the  Portage  road,  at  Schlosser,  kept  bv  Warren 
Saddler. 

Parkhurst  ^\'hiincv  was  a man  who  afterwards  became 
promincnlly  identilied  with  .Ni.i^ara  P.dls  ami  it.s  i'Z'i- 
ness  and  social  inu.re.>ts,  and  a peculiar  inteic'-l  alt.u  he.-' 
to  him  as  ha\  ing  been  one  of  the  earlv  settlers  at  tiiis  point. 
•Mr.  \N'hitnev  was  born  in  Conwav.  Mass.,  in  1784.  In 
1701  he  removed  w ith  the  family  of  his  !..ther,  b)n,uh.ui 
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\\  iiifncv,  to  tlic  “old  Castle*”  farm,  near  <'»encva,  On- 

- 1 .otiiiiv.  'riieyrame  v/iih  o\  teams,  and  were  about 
weeks  (tn  the  road.  Until  he  was  eigliteen  or  nine-  , 
tern  years  ot  age  he  lived  with  his  brothers  and  sistcis. 
\!ter  that  he  went  on  to  some  land  which  he  had  inherited 
jt  the  death  of  his  father  in  1792.  He  came  from  UheliJS, 

( 'ntarir)  county,  in  1810,  as  has  Iteen  stated  in  the  history 
ot  the  town,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  .Sarn- 
lu  ! ’ bompkins.  In  t8i2  he  removed  to  the  Falls  and 
rented  Tortcr's  saw-mill. 

.\t  the  burning  of  rhe  village  by  the  British,  in  1S13, 
n ithing  was  saved  but  two  or  three  small  dwellings  and  | 
the  tavern,  in  which  cases  the  fire  was  extinguished  ' 

a! ter  the  departure  of  the  invaders,  d he  people  were  i 

obliged  to  flee  for  their  lives,  and  they  were  given  in.suffi-  j 
< !'.-nt  warning  to  enable  them  to  gather  together  such  j 
necessaries  as  would  have  nurtured  and  comforted  them  | 
in  their  defenseless  wandering  from  their  dcvastaterl  | 
homes.  For  a time  enterprise  wa.s  paralyzed,  but  it  was  * 
not  dead.  The  arm  of  enterprise  was  nerved  anew,  and  ' 
the  short  time  between  the  declaration  of  peace  and  the  ( 
opening  of  the  year  1815  was  sufficient  tor  the  work  of 
reanimation  to  take  a strong  hold  on  the  village  and  its 
people,  who  returned  and  began  the  bitter  task,  of  retriev-  | 
ing  their  broken  fortunes  as  soon  as  the  dictates  of  safely 
permitted. 

The  year  1814  had  witnessed  a considerable  advance  ! 
in  this  direction,  and  among  other  events  which  occurred 
during  that  year  was  the  occupation  of  the  Eagle  Tavern 
byl’arkhurst  Whitney.  The  house  was  a log  one,  and 
occupied  part  of  the  site  of  the  pjresent  International  Ho- 
tel ; but  no  buildings  were  erected  at  the  Falls  til!  1815. 

That  the  business  interests  of  the  village  were  advanced 
considerably  during  this  year,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  persons  came  in  then,  some  of  whom  were 
mechanics  and  laborers,  and  one  or  two  of  whom  were 
pioneer  men  of  business.  Among  these  were  -Samuel 
Hooker,  a carpenter,  who  appears  to  have  been  a man  of 
merit,  as  he  afterwards  won  the  confidence  of  his  towns- 
men to  such  an  extent  that  his  name  often  appears 
among  the  lists  of  town  officers  in  the  early  records  ; and 

SAMUEL  HE  VEAUX,  THE  FIRST  MERCHANT, 

a man  who  in  later  years  became  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  ami  who  died  in  1852,  leaving  an  enduring 
monument  to  his  memory,  which  has  been  spoken  of 
more  fully  in  the  history  of  the  village  of  Suspension 
Bridge.  He  was  lx)rr»  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  17S9. 

On  the  revoc.ation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantt-.s.  ;n  16S5.  his 
great-grand  father.  Louis  He  Veaux,  lieU  his  nativc 

city,  Baris,  and  came  to  America  ; and  thus  it  will  be  evi- 
dent that  -Samuel  He  Veaux  descended  from  the  Hau’-ie- 
nots.  a band  of  pcr.'»ecrtcd  men  and  women  whose  names 
have  been  peri  ctuaied  in  the  annals  of  C’.i't.o  h and  '*tate. 
as  those  of  honored  a.td  iilu.->tr.ous  c:.r>.n  .n->  iud  citi- 
zens. Flis  childhood  •.*.  .;  pa-s>ed  in  N\  w Vers.  In 
1803  he  ente.'’ed  the  land  office  of  Bheips  vV  (lorh'mi.  at 
C.manda'gtia.  In  i '27  he  was  np[;ointed  commi-'ory  at 
Fort  Ni.ag.ir.i,  and  m » married  .'hi  .a  -druff.  a Can- 


.V>' 


adian  lady,  aiul  went  tf>  I.e  Roy  and  remained  ihcr.-  t»o 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1815,  and  in  1817  he  married 
her  sister.  .At  Niagara  Falls  he  engaged  in  trade-,  :md  bv 
attention  to  business  and  tlie  sab^e'iuent  rise  in  proper-.- 
values  at  this  village,  im-came  very  -.vealthv.  He  w.as 
often  chosen  to  town  offices  in  the  early  days,  ha*,  mg 
been  elected  supervi',or  in  1826,  and  to  the  position  oi 
town  clerk  for  nearly  a dozen  terms,  and  he  sers-.-d  bf.th 
as  judge  and  legislator  with  much  credit  to  birnsclf  and 
satisfaction  to  tho.se  who  selected  him. 

His  store  was  of  the  old,  pioneer  kind.  Hi->  trade  was 
confined  to  no  particular  class  of  customers,  and  his  >to<  k 
in  trade  consisted  of  anything  and  e-. ervthing  that  ^sa-) 
lik-.-ly  to  be  needed  by  a people  in  a new  country.  The  -e 
things  were  traded  off  for  agricultural  produce,  -kins  and 
small  articles  of  home  manufacture.  In  those  dri\.-,  itore- 
keepers  .studied  the  demands  of  the  public  fully  a^.  cIo->elv 
as  they  do  now,  and  their  system  of  t.riffic  -.vas  so  exten- 
sive that  they  fretjuently  exchanged  one  article  of  ;m  r- 
chandise  for  another,  so  that  with  due  diliger.c-..- there  was 
little  rJanger  of  their  stocks  running  low.  Tradition  sav<- 
that  Judge  He  Veaux’s  store,  far  from  being  an  e;<' -.rpti-jn 
to  the  general  rule,  v,-as  a striking  illustration  of  it:  f-.r  h-e 
had  anything  that  might  be  cail*-d  for,  from  a y .md  of  < ioth 
for  ladies’  and  children’s  wear  to  goo.se-yokc-,  ox-H.(w.s 
and  sap-buckets  for  use  on  the  farms  round  al^out. 

As  the  village  gre'.v  and  advanced  toward  i's  pre.sent 
state  of  enlightened  elegance  and  civilization  the  ;ud_*c 
kept  pace  v.  ith  it;  he  was  always  careful,  th-*  ugh  .-.--acr- 
pri.sing,  al-.vays  up  t-'j  the  times,  akways  had  de->i.''al>I-.-  goods 
at  going  prices  and  was  regarded  as  an  honest,  encr-uetm 
and  pr.ompt  man  of  business,  .'.rnong  those  who  came  in 
1818  -Acre  -Stephen  and  Havid  Chaprn.'tn  ;;nd  W" 
Murray.  The  former  were  wooien  m inufat  t ;rcr->  ar.<l 
clot'n  dressers,  and  arter-.vard  eng.tgefi  in  bu.-fire-s  en-er- 
prises  in  the  village;  and  the  l.mer  wa»  a carpc.n'er  and 
builder,  one  of  the  most  efficient  of  those  e.ar.y  -h  \ and 
the  father  of  S.  T.  Murray,  .1  ;>romiricnt  m.  n-;factur>-r 
and  citizen  of  Niagara  Pails  at  t'-ie  present  time. 

ACCESSION.S  FROM  182;  '{  (>  183s. 

Settlement  continued,  and  in  1821  c.in.e  p'o-ccr 
physician.  Hr.  .Am’o'O'e  'I'i-orna':  ai  d m I ' li  P . 

Clark,  a riiason,  John  B.mdr.er.  a finoetn  c . .\r 
Jacobs,  who  was  one  of  the  early  g-^re-kc'-per- .r.  0<  t 
Island  bridge.  Zii>a  ( ».  y,'a  biac'-c-:n:t.i.  ^ -n  U.  W .*  . 

a tanner,  and  a tailor  named  B.  H.  ^^'1,  -:-i  in  1*2  ;. 

Henry  \V.  Clar'r:,  Charles  Cl  irk  and  [e'-^e  . 

paper-maker-!. 

Among  those  ■•■.ho  - r-one  n 1-24  v ere  t : ••  • ' 1: 

Smith,  who  engaged  in  tra<ie,  F ch  r,  • -.  -r*. 

and  'i  mioti.y  . iw,  a < :'e-'er:  : ,n  : - . 

cabinet-maker,  a b;  ,-h  ' w ■ . a •> 

reamed  rc''-e'’ '.o- ciy  I*-  •_  ,s.  W ..  ",  '■  < 


same  trade.  J .i.n  .McH-  nr.:-  . n ' e : 
whicii  the  i-'-p-'  ' ' .m.  ar  u er-e';  - -e  'j' 

. 'iiaae  r - • o ..e  —.ce-  'y  ’ e ' 
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merit  of  Charles  Parsons,  a merchant,  and  another  phy- 
sician, Dr.  F.d'.vin  Cook,  besiiles  several  persons  who  en- 
gaged in  operating  the  saw-mill  and  labored  in  dilferent 
capacities  about  the  place,  among  the  latter  three 
sawyers  named  Amasa  Butler,  John  Feehan  and  Robert 
White;  and  a painter  named  Theodore  S.  Whitney  came 
in  I S3 1. 

Hvidences  of  progress  began  to  be  ajiparent  on  every 
hand.  Settlement  continued  with  unabated  rapidity,  and 
the  sounds  of  life  and  industry  were  becoming  more  and 
mare  plainlv  h_'.irJ  above  the  ceaseless  roar  of  the  cata- 
ract. Business  had  taken  root;  it  was  growing  and  flour- 
ishing under  the  care  of  diligence  and  enterprise;  and 
prosperity  was  the  ripening  fruit  it  wa.^  bearing.  The 
trades  were  by  this  time  well  representeci  in  the  village, 
and  it  had  grown  to  be  quite  a center  of  traffic.  Visitors 
were  coming  from  aiiroad  in  increasing  numbers,  and  it  is 
not  strange  that  the  attraction  which  could  draw  men  to 
the  village  for  a few  days  to  look  upon  the  grand  pano- 
rama which  nature  has  there  spread  out,  could  induce 
them  to  linger  and  to  seek  for  a life-work  and  a home 
beside  the  grand  old  river  of  the  restless  waters.  The 
year  1S34  saw  still  further  accessions  to  the  number  who 
had  previously  settled  in  the  village,  and  of  those  who 
came  that  year  perhaps  few  are  better  remembered  than 
two  mechanics,  named  Oramel  G.  and  I.ucien  Johnson; 
and  none  are  better  known  at  the  present  day  than  the 
venerable  Judge  'Pheodore  G.  Hulett,  v. ho  came  from 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  vvho  since  that  time  has  been  con- 
si)icyously  and  actively  identified  with  the  best  interests 
of  the  village  and  the  town  at  large.  He  was  a y)ractical 
mechanic  and  engineer,  and  combined  with  his  skill  as  a 
workman  a sound  judgment  and  a native  Yankee 
“ push  ” and  energy  that  made  him  prominent  in  what- 
ever enterprise  he  interested  himself,  and  has  vouch- 
safed to  him  a series  of  business  successes  which  mark 
him  one  of  the  eminently  self-made  men  of  the  county. 
In  1835  came  Hard  Munns,  who  will  be  remembered  as  a 
furnaceman;  Rev.  John  Cannon,  an  aged  resident  of  the 
village  at  the  present  day,  who  was  active  in  the  cause  of 
religion,  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  energy  to  the 
salvation  of  his  fellow-men;  and  De.vter  R.  Jerauld,  well 
ktiown  as  a wealthy  and  influential  citizen,  and  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Cataract  Hotel. 

Of  those  who  came  in  1S36,  several  have  since  become 
well  known  as  business  men  and  citizens,  among  them 
Samuel  D.  Hamlin,  long  prominent  in  the  stage  and  livery 
business;  Seth  L.  Burdick,  ^\'illiam  Griffith  and  F.  C. 
Ford,  carpenters;  and  James  Davy,  whose  sons  are  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  and  fancy  goods  trade;  and  in  1837 
came  George  Holland,  a cabinet-maker,  George  E.  Ham- 
lin, now  the  kec|)erof  a groc  ery  at  the  corner  of  Falls  and 
hirst  streets;  Joel  R.  Robinson,  whose  daring  adven- 
tures on  the  river  have  caused  him  to  be  celebrated  as  the 
" Hero  of  tlte  Wltirlpool  and  the  Rapids,”  and  .Andrew 
.Murr.iy,  since  well  anti  favorably  known  as  the  passenger 
agent  of  the  Erie  Railway.  In  1838  \V.  E.  Hidett  and 
A.  W.  .Allen,  since  well  known,  took  up  their  residence  at 
the  Falls. 


.Among  those  who  came  in  1840,  Hon  G.  \V.  Holley,  a 
graduate  of  West  i’oint  and  a man  of  means  and  literary 
cadture,  is  conspucuous.  He  at  once  became  interested 
in  Niagara  and  its  wonders  and  attractions,  and  in  1872 
he  published  from  the  press  of  Sheldon  and  Company, 
New  York,  a work  which  he  had  long  had  in  careful 
preparation,  entitled;  “ Niagara,  its  History  and  Geology, 
Incidents  and  Poetry.”  This  is  one  of  the  most  thorough 
and  exhatistive  works  about  Niagara  ever  written. 
Michael  Walsh,  Charles  ^Vilcox  and  John  Doty  also  came 
this  year;  and  between  this  date  and  1855,  Daniel  J. 
Townsend,  now  of  Buffalo,  came  and  started  a factory 
for  the  manufacture  of  screws,  and  the  following  well 
known  persons  settled  in  the  village:  James  F.  Trott,  one 
of  the  firm  of  Whitney,  Jerauld  N:  Co.;  Morris  L.  Fo.\, 
now  a groceryman  on  Falls  street;  Dr.  Gennett  Conger, 
now  of  Geneva;  John  Geagan,  a 'blacksmith ; William 
Sturdy,  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  harnesses  on 
Cherry  street;  A.  K.  Fasset,  dealer  in  hardware;  Alva 
Cluck,  proprietor  of  the  Spencer  House;  AVorthy  Curtis, 
Dayton  (d.  Canfield,  since  removed  to  Michigan;  Osborn 
Canfield,  of  the  firm  of  Clark  N:  Canfield,  coal  dealers; 
John  D.  Hamlin,  afterwards  proprietor  of  Hamlin’s  Bank- 
ing House,  and  now  in  business  in  New  A’ork;  William  F". 
Evans,  Charles  H.  Piper,  attorney;  Thomas  Tugby,  pro- 
prietor of  Tugby's  fancy  goods  bazar,  and  William  Pool, 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  AVuguru  Fa//s  Gazette. 

GENERAL  PETER  B.  PORTER. 

In  the  following  year,  General  Peter  B.  Porter,  a youn- 
ger brother  of  Hon.  Augustus  Porter  and  one  of  the  firm 
of  Porter,  Barton  N:  Co.,  with  his  family,  removed  to  the 
village  from  Black  Rock,  where  he  had  lived  since  iSio 
General  Porter  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Conn.,  in  1773, 
graduated  from  A'ale  College,  and  studied  law  in  Litch- 
field. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1794,  and  the  next 
vear  took  iqj  his  residence  in  Canandaigua  for  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  He  was  appointed  clerk  of  Onta- 
rio county  in  1797,  and  elected  a member  of  the  Legisla- 
tt;re  in  1S02.  He  removed  to  Black  Rock  in  tSio,  and 
was  elected  to  Congress  that  year  and  in  1814,  and  in 
1815  he  was  Secretary  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
next  year  he  was  one  of  a committee  to  run  a boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  in  1828 
appointed  Secretary  of  State  under  John  Quincy  .Adam.s, 
He  was  active  in  Congress  pending  the  war  of  1812,  and 
advocated  the  declaration  of  war;  and  when  the  war  came 
he  was  in  the  midst  of  it,  doing  a soldier’s  part  manfully. 
In  1S14  he  was  made  brigadier-general  of  volunteers, 
receiving  his  appointment  from  Governor  Daniel  D. 
Tomjikins,  and  lie  was  brevetted  a major-general  soon 
after  the  battle  of  Lundy’s  Lane  ; in  1S15  he  was 
by  President  .Madison  appointed  major-general  in  the 
United  States  service,  and  had  aitother  campaign  been 
demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  tunes,  he  w.)i:ld  h.no 
had  command  i.’i  the  northern  division  of  the  arim  . He 
was  married  late  in  life  to  Mrs.  Lctitia  Grovson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, (laughter  of  e;v-.Attorney  General  Brcckenridge.  She 
died  a.t  Bhu  k i\0(  k in  1831,  .iged  forty-one  \ears,  (.leiie- 


I ‘ 

vrT'/*  yM(>T>.l'u 


J'  y/'fl  Ytll; 

’ i - ='  ' 'f/  TM- 


!.i ',  u<S(  * <;(ii.  ’ .‘ir'i  ’ t 1<»  m?]rii 

, f,  V ' ■ > .») ('■'■.'>  mO.  .an^lir 

iM.i  iii'T  ,1,.,. 

■,'  ■!.  r I.  >.f(r  ->iU  iiRVif 

: . .‘■•'■t  • !■  I.-'  > tu  i.  i !rjti.vt<\n  W'/igWiM 

■-.  ' ' , ■ ' " ■'  ''"  /,'■• 

. ..  > '■  lu  ' 

- ■ - r ,Y 

: ."  ' ;<I'J  ,.  ll  ■ -V  I'lj!  !,n 

' ' . -X  ‘ O’' 

■ s*’ 

• '■“  • ■ .'V-  ■:  ' ' {,»•■* 

' ' :v  V jf/ri/*! 

< ■ , J.-  • 1*  ' 

...  . 

‘ . i I • . ' ..  't' 


t 


. ■>*  - 

: '/'i 


■» 


r t, 

t-  ',- 

»<  „i 


U*  ' 'J  ' - .'  • > 


• . . I.  . . 

■■.■ilf.'  ,r*.  . !•'.'  V 'i.!  ■ J'"'"  ' “*/•■  n' 

r.  (.  'f.  ' f .'■-*}■  ‘ f .-‘ir  1 ■'•  ••  7'' 

,.,!  ! • ^ '‘_i/ 

■=  , ’ • ^ ' 'OT 

I ; ' ■ ■ ' . : ^• 

■ ‘.a-  !•  ' . : 


, _!■<,  «i  :•  - , 'j.  • 

. j,  .V  '';■•■  a V n,  ■ •.  - . • 

■ \ i-t:  M .■  • > -r" 

• - a li'V-  . ••: 

. ' - '.  . . V -.■:*  -L  >:■. . !w  ‘V  ■ ' ‘‘•r, 

■ - . ; ■■■;  r^iiel  . ll’i'  ' v l:  . ■ 

;:  r-,|, -'-v.ivH  m;  ip  ::> 


(■  ■■  Vyf  'v.'iJ  -"Or*  . i'si 

. - ■ I ' M . t»i .'V'i 

, "f  •■  :•!  -I  i, 

• '■  ■ ; ’:'!  *>?  tfii,  tr'i 

,.  , r'i  Ju-;<  '.•r,;!  ,^=i3 

■ i 4 ■ ■ ; . M ) . H J 1 ■ , VT  '.1  :^c]t '.A .. 

-l*.  'L 


THR  POR'IKR  FANIIRY  AT  XIACARA  KAU.S. 


r.il  l’t)rtcr  (lied  at  Niagara  Falls  in  i S44,  having  lived  two 
•, e ir^  Iieyond  the  allotted  three-score-and-len. 

COLOXEI,  PETER  A.  PORTER. 

(’leneral  Porter  left  two  children,  who  were  afterwards 
known  and  loved  by  the  citizens  of  the  s illage.  Colonel 
Peter  A.,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  I'orter,  both  (jf  whom  are 
de.td,  the  latter  dying  unmarried,  a few  years  since. 
Peter  A.  Porter  was  born  in  Black  Rock  in  1S27.  He 
was  educated  at  Cambridge  University,  and  afterwards 
spent  two  years  at  Heidelberg  University,  in  Crermany, 
and  in  Fbiropean  travel.  Returning,  he  married  .Miss 
Mary  Cabell  Breckenridge.  She  died  two  years  later; 
and  after  a second  FUiropean  tour,  he  married  Miss  Jose- 
|.hine  Morris,  of  Xew  York,  in  1859,  In  1861  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  .Assembly,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion  he  contributed  largely  toward  the  raising  of  a 
cavalry  regiment  known  as  the  Porter  Guards.  The  ne.xt 
year  he  organized  the  8th  regiment  of  heavy  artillery,  of 
which  he  was  commissioned  colonel.  Whtile  in  Balti 
more,  awaiting  orders  to  join  Grant’s  army  before  Rich- 
mond, he  was  tendered  the  nomination  for  Secretary  of 
State  of  X'ew  York,  but  declined  it.  He  took  part  in 
all  the  varying  experiences  of  his  regiment  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  June  3d,  1864,  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Har- 
bor. He  held  several  places  of  trust  in  the  western  part 
of  the  State,  having  been  for  many  years  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  Hobart  College,  Geneva,  and  he  was  appointed  by 
the  late  Judge  I)e  Veaux  trustee  of  De  Veaux  College, 
and  executor  of  his  will.  His  widow,  two  sons,  Peter  A. 
Porter,  jr.,  a resident  of  the  village,  and  George  M., 
now  a youth,  and  a daughter  survived  him;  but  the  latter 
has  since  died. 

BUSIXESS  AND  IMPROVEMEXTS. 

In  1805  Augustus  Porter  built  a saw-mill  and  a black- 
smith’s shop  at  the  Falls,  as  has  before  been  stated,  and 
a grist-mill  in  1807,  the  circumstances  of  the  raising  of 
which  have  been  described  in  the  early  history  of  the 
town.  This  has  been  spoken  of  by  pioneers  as  the  only- 
mill  in  the  county  at  this  time,  and  the  people  in  parts  of 
Erie  and  Orleans  counties  brought  their  grain  here  too. 
In  the  following  year  he  built  his  dwelling  house,  after- 
wards destroyed  by  the  British,  and  rebuilt  it  on  the  same 
ground  and  on  a similar  plan,  in  rSiS.  The  erection  of 
the  ro[)ewalk,  tannery,  carrling-mill,  several  sho[)s  of 
different  kinds  and  a number  of  small  dwellings  soon 
followed.  .Vugustus  and  P.  B.  Porter  purchased  Goat 
Island  in  1816.  I'he  Itistory  of  this  island  is  an  interest- 
ing one.  It  was  one  of  those  ceded  to  .Sir  William  John- 
son in  176  ',  by  the  Senecas. 

The  after  history  of  the  island  on  the  brink  of  the  falls 
is  connected  with  that  of  the  other  lanrl  in  this  section, 
until  it  bec.'iiiie  tiie  property  of  the  Messrs.  Porter,  who 
made  an  attempt  to  purch.ise  it  as  enily  as  1811,  but 
could  not  g.iin  the  con.sent  of  the  1 .egislatiire.  I'he 
manner  in  which  they  hn.-illy  elfected  their  purpr).se  is 
thus  rlesi  ribed  in  Turner’s  History  of  the  Holland 
Purchase  : 


“ Samuel  Sherwood,  a lawyer  of  considerable  eminence 
in  his  day,  had  a Jloat,  as  it  is  now  called  in  our  .-sti  in 
States.  It  was  an  instrument  given  him  by  the  State  of 
Xew  York  such  as  are  often  issued  from  the  General 
Land  Office  of  the  U.  S.  allowing  the  bearer  to  locale- 
two  hundred  acres  of  any  of  the  unsold  or  unappro- 
priated lands  of  the  State.  * * * -pin-  brothers 

: Porter  bought  this  instrument  of  him,  and  during  the 
ne.xt  year  settled  Goat  Island  and  the  small  islands  about 
it,  in  all  about  seventy  acres,  as  a jiart  of  the  two  hundrc>l 
acres.”  In  1816,  they  received  their  patent,  ’ or  deed,  a 
grant  from  “the  people  of  the  State  of  Xew  York”  of 
“a  certain  island  called  Goat  Island,  situated  in  the 
rapids  of  Xiagara  river,  the  northwestern  side  of  which 
island  terminates  with  the  uerpendicular  rock  or  preci- 
[)ice  forming  the  * * falls,  together  with  several 

small  islands  according  to  a plan  and  survey  of  the  same, 
and  now  on  file  in  the  secretary’s  office.” 

The  first  time  Judge  Porter  succeeded  in  gett'ng  on 
the  island,  previous  to  1810,  there  were  old  dates  upon 
the  trees,  the  earliest  of  which  was  1742;  there  were  evi- 
dences that  there  had  been  a tree  cut  there  and  a canoe 
built,  and  in  early  years  parts  of  several  human  skeletons 
were  found  there.  In  1817  a bridge  was  constructed  to 
the  island,  some  distance  above  the  site  of  the  jircsent 
iron  structure.  In  March,  i8i8,  a large  portion  of  it  was 
swept  away  by  masses  of  ice  which  had  been  driven  down, 
from  the  lake  by  a heavy  wind. 

The  first  lady  visitors  to  Goat  Island  were  three  voting 
girls,  who  crossed  the  first  bridge  while  it  was  onlv  par- 
tially finished.  One  of  these  girls  afterwards  became 
Mrs.  Murray,  mother  of  S.  T.  Murray  of  Xiagara  Falls, 
and  another  the  wife  of  Rev.  S.  C.  Townsend.  In 
1818  the  second  Goat  Island  bridge  was  erected.  It  was 
a wooden  structure.  The  location  proved  a secure  one, 
and  in  1856  the  elegant  and  substantial  iron  bridge  was 
constructed  in  its  stead. 

THE  CARRYIXG  BUSIXESS. 

As  has  been  stated,  in  connection  with  their  piirclui'C 
of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  falls,  the  firm  of  Porter, 
Barton  X Co.  took  an  extended  lease  of  the  laudines  a: 
Lewiston  and  Schlosser,  and  the  exclusive  use  of  tlie 
portage.  They  purchased  and  built  a number  of  \essels 
on  the  lakes,  anti  smaller  craft,  called  Durham  bixU'.  tm 
the  river.  For  a number  of  years  transportation  bet  ween 
the  east  and  west  rv’u  the  lakes  was  largely  t cntrolletl  b;, 
this  company.  The  following  reminist  ences  of  tins 
business  are  extracted  from  the  journal  of  ex-Go\  <.-rm.r 
Clinton,  and  they  are  inserted  here  as  descrijuice  o'’  t!;e 
manner  in  which  transportation  on  the  ri\  er  w ,i>  carrietl  on ; 

“ W'e  set  out  from  Fort  Schlosser  in  a Durham  -.tit  boa:, 
drawing  two  feet  of  water,  twenty-five  tons  burthen,  .-.nd 
able  to  carrv  one  hundred  and  t'lftv  bushels  oi  s ib.  be- 
tween sevePlv  ,ind  eightv  feet  long  and  -e'en  and.  e ‘ 
feet  wide.  She  h.ul  >i\  men  wh.o  j'U^l'.ed.  imr  ■ 
the  stream.  * * * * -['1-^.  current  w m luei;  - 

three  miles  an  hour.” 

Before  the  war  of  1812,  I’orter,  Barton  X Co.  were 
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the  owners  in  whole  or  in  part  of  as  many  as  seven  ves- 
sels on  Lake  F’rie  and  two  on  I.ake  Ontario.  After  the 
declaration  of  peace  the  L'nited  States  government  dis- 
posed of  such  vessels  as  were  suitable  for  the  purposes 
of  commerce.  In  1S15  Porter,  Barton  lA'  Co.  and  I'owns- 
end,  Bronson  tA  Co.,  of  Oswego,  consolidated  under  the 
title  of  Sill,  Thompson  .A  Co.,  and  increasing  their  facili- 
ties for  transportation,  carried  on  the  business  between 
Oswego  and  the  upper  lakes  until  the  e.xpiration  of  the 
lease  of  the  portage,  in  tSai.  After  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  Canal  in  1S25,  the  lines  of  through  transporta- 
tion via  the  Niagara  river  and  the  portage  around  the 
falls  were  discontinued. 

FURTHER  BUSINESS  PROGRESS. 

In  1816  a cloth-dressing  and  wool-carding  establish- 
ment was  erected  by  James  Ballard,  and  afterwards  en- 
larged and  improved  by  D.  and  S.  Chapman,  for  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  cloth  and  satinet.  In  1819-20 
Parkhurst  Whitney  erected  a substantial  addition  to  his 
tavern,  calling  it  the  “ Eagle  Tavern,”  and  on  the  fourth 
day  of  July  of  the  latter  year  gave  a grand  public  dinner 
in  celebration  of  the  completion  of  the  frame  part  of  the 
structure.  It  was  one  of  those  thoroughly  enjoyable 
affairs  of  the  early  days  which  the  old  people  of  the  village 
and  town  have  looked  back  upon  as  one  of  the  bright 
spots  on  the  pages  of  memory;  and  the  thought  of  the 
hilarity  and  good  cheer  of  that  pioneer  gathering  of 
friends  and  neighbors  has  lived  with  some  of  the  par- 
ticipants to  their  latest  days.  Mr.  Whitney  continued  to 
make  improvements  on  the  Eagle  Hotel,  which  at  the 
time  he  purchased  it  consisted  of  one  room,  vs  hich  served 
as  bed-room,  bar-room,  kitchen,  dining-room,  public  hall 
and  office,  until  1831,  when  he  bought  the  Cataract 
House,  using  it  as  lodging  rooms  for  the  surplus  busi- 
ness of  the  Eagle.  In  1835  he  moved  into  the  Cata- 
ract House  and  began  a four-story  addition.  Other 
additions  were  erected  in  the  years  that  followed  and 
adjoining  buildings,  one  of  them  the  old  stone  factory 
purchased  and  connected  with  the  Cataract  House. 
And  from  this  beginning  has  grown  the  present  Cataract 
Hotel.  Of  the  growth  and  progress  of  this  business, 
General  Whitney  says  in  a private  memoir:  “During  the 
above  period  I changed  my  circumstances  from  making 
my  own  fires,  being  osth  r,  tending  bar,  waiting  on  the 
table,  my  wife  doing  the  cooking, with,  all  together,four  or 
five  servants,  to  the  employment  of  one  hundred  servants, 
and  giving  up  the  establishment  to  the  children  and  re- 
turning to  my  old  calling, fanning,”  which  he  did  in  1846, at 
which  time  the  firm  became  Whitney,  Jerauld  and  Trott, 
the  first  two  members  having  for  a number  of  years  pre- 
vious been  connected  with  the  firm  of  P.  Whitney  A 
Sons. 

In  1 82 1 a forge,  rolling-mill  and  nail  factory  were 
built  by  Bolls  iV  Gay,  who  conduc  ted  a manufacturing  ' 
business  at  the  h’alls  for  some  time.  I'he  foilo'\  ing  vear 
Augustus  Porter  erected  a large  grist-mill  on  the  rajjids. 

It  is  the  same  now  owned  and  operated  by  the  Witmer 
Brothers.  In  1823  a pa[)i.r  null  was  built  near  Goat 


Island  bridge  by  Jesse  Symonds;  and  in  1826  a larger 
one  was  erected  <m  Bath  Island  by  Porter  N Clark.  In 
1848  it  was  spld  to  Benjamin  and  Chester  Bradley,  and 
afterwards  purchased  and  enlarged  by  L.  C.  Woodruff,  of 
Buffalo.  August  1 2th,  t858,  it  was  burned.  The  estimated 
loss  was  $75,000,  part  of  which  was  covered  by  insurance. 
The  work  of  rebuilding  it  was  begun  immediately.  The 
business,  which  has  grown  to  large  proportions,  is  con- 
ducted by  the  Niagara  Falls  Paper  Manufacturing 
Company. 

The  Cataract  House  was  originally  built  in  1825,  by 
David  Chapman.  Its  after  history  has  been  referred  to 
in  connection  with  the  remarks  concerning  the  late  General 
Parkhurst  Whitney. 

In  1826  the  upper  race,  familiarly  referred  to  as  the 
“wing  dam,”  was  extended,  it  hiving  been  built  in  parts 
at  different  dates,  and  William  G.  Tuttle,  Ira  Cook,  Chapin 
lA  Swallow  and  other  parties  erected  works  of  different 
kinds  upon  it. 

To  follow  the  course  of  enterprise  in  the  village,  and 
attempt  to  give  in  detail  a record  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  its  business  interest.s — to  mention  names  and  dates  and 
particulars — would  be  a task  as  pleasant  to  perform  as  it 
would  be  difficult,  from  the  impossibility,  because  of  the 
numerous  change.s  wrought  by  Time  and  Death,  of  ob- 
taining reliable  data  upon  which  to  base  our  statements. 
The  leading  events  in  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
progress  of  Niagara  Falls  have  been  recorded,  and  with 
sufficient  attention  to  detail  and  description  to  mark  the 
rise  and  advancement  of  these  interests  from  the  time 
when,  in  1S05,  the  initial  steps  were  taken  tending 
to  the  establishment  of  general  business  prosperitv, 
to  a later  period  when  that  prosperity  had  become 
assured.  Building  went  on,  enterprise  after  enterprise 
was  started,  to  fall  or  flourish,  as  in  the  history  of  everv 
town  in  the  country.  Beginnings  from  which  little  was 
expected  have  resulted  in  grand  successes,  and  brilliant 
projects  which  gave  flattering  promise  of  future  profit 
have  gone  down,  and  are  dead  and  buried  among  the 
failures  of  the  past,  and  remembered  only  as  a warning 
and  a lesson. 

THE  UPS  AND  DOWNS  OF  1836. 

'1  he  year  1S36  will  be  remembered  as  a year  of  wild 
speculation,  of  visionary  schemes  and  brilliant  failures 
throughout  the  country.  Among  the  geniuses  who  en- 
acted their  parts  in  that  financial  tlrama  was  a well 
known  builder,  banker,  hotel-keeper  and  speculator, 
named  Benjamin  Rathbun,  and  he  chose  Niagara  Falls 
as  his  stage  of  action.  He  made  contracts  for  the  |)ur- 
chase  of  much  valuable  real  estate  in  the  \allage  and 
vicinity.  He  erected  a large  addition  to  the  Eagle  tav- 
ern, and  made  preparations  to  put  up  a very  large  hotel 
on  the  stpiare  now  occupied  by  the  International,  at  the 
corner  of  Falls  and  .Main  streets.  There  seenn.-d  to  be 
a dispi'.'Uion  on  the  part  of  manv  of  the  citizen-  to  join 
him  in  his  specn.lations,  for  he  was  a man  of  pla:i.-ib!e 
address  and  had  the  re[)Utalion  of  being  an  experienced 
m.in  of  busines>;  and  he  succeeded  in  insj)lring  their 
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, onrKlcnce  in  his  plans  to  such  a degree  that  many  of 
them  afterwards  saw  cause  to  remember  with  regret  the 
••  iips  ami  downs  ” of  ’36. 

The  village  limits  were  considerably  extended,  and 
Rathbun  commenced  the  sale  of  village  lots  at  auction, 
an«l  with  the  best  apparent  promise  of  success.  For  a 
time  all  went  well;  but  suddenly  the  hopes  which  had 
been  so  (luickly  raised  of  easily  gained  profits  were  as 
unexpectedly  dashed  to  the  ground  by  the  failure  of 
Rathbun,  entailing  lasting  injury  to  the  progress  of  the 
village,  loss  to  some  of  its  citizens  and  still  greater 
financial  reverses  to  some  of  his  friends  in  Buffalo  and 
elsewhere,  who  were  involved  with  him,  as  endorsers  or  as 
vharers  in  his  projects;  and  teaching  over  again  the  lesson 
that  permanent  prosperity  is  the  reward  of  steady,  sys- 
tematic and  persistent  labor,  and  not  of  wild-cat  specu- 
lation and  bonanza  schemes  for  sudden  opulence. 

But  gradually  confidence  was  restored,  and  business 
went  on  in  the  legitimate  channels  and  prospered  in  so 
doing;  and  from  that  time  on  till  about  the  year  1850 
there  was  a constant  advancement;  enterprise  was  strengh- 
ening  steadily  and  surely;  and  between  the  latter  date 
and  i860  the  village  received  an  impetus  which  gave  it  an 
increase  in  growth  and  population  unprecedented  in  all 
its  former  history  and  unequaled  since. 

Most  sightly  and  costly  among  the  buildings  erected  in 
the  village  previous  to  i860,  which  have  not  already  been 
mentioned,  were  the  residence  of  General  P.  B.  Porter, 
on  Falls  street,  erected  previous  to  1840  and  since  recon- 
structed and  now  known  as  the  Park  Place  Hotel;  the 
International  Hotel,  built  by  B.  P'.  Childs  in  1853,  on  the 
site  of  the  primitive  log  tavern,  and  afterward  enlarged  by 
Hon.  John  T.  Bush;  and  the  “ P'rontier  Mart,”  a row  of 
business  houses  in  one  continuous  brick  block,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  feet  long  by  sixty  feet  deep  and  three 
stories  high,  erected  in  1854  by  S.  &:  P.  B.  Porter. 
'Phe  first  floor  is  occupied  by  stores  of  different  kinds. 
'Phe  apartments  are  large,  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and 
an  iron  front  extends  the  entire  length  of  the  row.  The 
second  story  is  occupied  by  town  and  private  otTces,  and 
the  Niagara  P'alls  Shooting  Club  has  rooms  there.  The 
apartments  on  the  third  floor  are  used  for  club  and  lodge 
rooms  and  the  like.  'Phe  Silencer  House  was  opened  in 
1867,  two  hotels  having  ])reviously  burned  on  the  same 
site.  March  ist,  1877.  .Messrs.  Hill  8:  Murray  started 
their  pulp  mills  on  Cascade  street. 

The  Hotel  Kaltenbach  was  erectetl  in  1877  and  187S, 
and  opened  to  the  public  in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
mentioned  year.  It  is  a commodious  brick  structure, 
elegant  in  design  and  first-class  in  finish  and  appoint- 
ments. It  is  rapidly  growing  in  favor,  and  takes  rank 
among  the  first-class  hotels  of  the  place. 

THF.  HVDR.U  I.IC  CANAL. 

This  c;mal,  extending  from  navigable  w.iter  above  the 
rapiils  to  tile  high  bank  below  the  falls,  is  three-quarters 
of  a mile  long,  about  fort)  feet  wide  and  ten  feet  deep, 
terminating  in  a long  basin  which  lies  parallel  with  tiic 
course  of  the  river  at  th.at  point,  from  which  the  water  is 


em|)tied  into  the  Niagara  a ipiarter  of  a mile  below  the 
; falls. 

I The  manifest  advantages  of  Niagara  Falls  for  [)ur[.osfs 
. of  manufacture  have  long  been  recognized  the  world  o\i.r 
It  is  mentioned,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the  journ.il  ot  i 
I Witt  Clinton  (i8to  as  "the  best  place  in  the  world  tor 
' hydraulic  works.”  Since  then  the  favorable  natural  con- 
I ditions  here  have  been  commented  on  by  the  general 
public,  and  made  the  basis  of  calculations  by  civil  engi- 
^ neers  and  manufacturing  cajutalists. 

.Vugustus  Porter,  who  owned  the  land  through  w hi<  h 
the  canal  passes,  early  saw  its  importance,  and  for  manv 
j years  before  his  death  made  favorable  offers  to  i;a[iitali>ts 
to  undertake  the  work;  and  his  heirs,  having  firm  confi- 
dence in  his- estimate  of  the  great  utility  of  the  enterprise, 
aided  it  by  a gift  of  the  waterpower  and. as  much  land  in 
the  village,  adjoining  the  lower  part  of  the  canal,  as  was 
: deemed  desirable  to  insure  the  ultimate  success  of  the 

project,  amounting  in  all  to  about  seventy  acres. 

'Phe  hydraulic  canal  was  the  agency  which  was  chiefl) 
instrumental  in  increasing  the  po[)uiation  of  tlie  town  from 
1,951,  in  1850,  to  6,603,  iri  i860,  and  to  which  is  to  be 
! ascribed  in  no  small  degree  the  unexampled  growth  of  the 
village  between  those  years.  As  with  all  similar  win  ks,  the 
! labor  of  a large  number  of  men  was  reipiired  in  its  con- 
struction, and  the  great  accession  of  pojaiiation  during  the 
time  mentioned  was  consequent,  in  a great  measure,  iqion 
the  influx  of  laborers  seeking,  and  many  of  them  finding, 
emiiloyment  on  the  hydraulic  works,  and  .sub.sequcnt!y 
becoming  permanent  residents  of  the  village  and  contigu- 
ous portions  of  the  town. 

During  the  period  of  its  construction,  the  canal  con- 
stituted to  men  of  business  nearly  as  great  an  attraction 
as  do  the  falls  to  pleasure-seekers.  'Phe  history  of  the 
conception,  commencement,  progress  and  consummation 
of  this  work  is  a peculiar  one,  and  one  that  is  marked  b\ 
the  occurrence  of  changes,  embarrassments,  delays  and 
’ vicissitudes  unequaled,  perha[.>s.  in  the  [irosecution  of 
any  other  similar  enterprise  in  the  countrv.  The  work 
was  begun  in  1S53,  and  notwithstanding  all  tlte  above- 
mentioned  adverse  conditions,  brought  to  its  present  lie- 
gree  of  completion  ten  or  twelve  ye.irs  since;  but  f'-r 
i various  reasons  it  has  been  only  recently  utilized,  and  its 
I practical  value  demonstrated.  In  1874  C.  B.  liaskel! 
erected  a large  grist-mill,  the  first  manulai  turme  est.ib- 
lishment  receiving  its  motiv  e power  trom  the  lyvdrauiii 
; canal.  It  was  conqileteil  in  the  siiring  of  1875,  and  w.-.s 
■ in  constant  operation  during  the  extreme.-t  cold  wi.-.;thcr 
of  that  verv  cold  winter,  with,  no  interruption  from  ue.  "r 
anv  of  the  other  disadvant.iges  that  usaally  .alfeit  w..ter- 
povvers  of  the  ordinary  kind;  aflording  tiie  im-^t  une- 
quivocal jiroof  that  the  projei  t w.is  tiom  me  l:r,^l  en- 
titled to  all  the  advantages  claimed  for  it  by  it-  ni"'t 
ardent  abettors,  .\nother  flouring  mill,  wim  h w ill  . .n- 
tain  twenty-two  runs  of  st  ,n,  , w;ih  jr  vi  O'  • r • . 
addition  of  ten  more,  and  wh..  h,  wh  n .(.iiq  i.  'e.'. 
one  of  the  largest  establishments  of  the  kind  in  tlie  i n::- 
j ed  .States,  is  now  in  cour.w  of  erection  by  .Messrs,  Si  h"eii- 
1 kopff  8:  .Matthews.  It  will  be  a iarg-.*  and  su’  'i.mtMliv 
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built  stone  structuic  when  rompletecl;  and  the  enterprise  j 
I)ids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  [dace. 

MAILS,  STAC;ES,  RAH.ROADS  AXD  EXPRESSES. 

In  the  early  days  nrvails  arrived  with  little  frequency  and 
considerable  irreipdarity.  They  were  carried  by  men 
who  rode  on  horseback,  on  the  route  from  Buffalo  to 
#I.ewiston,  and  the  amount  of  mail  matter  was  so  small 
that  it  is  said  the  bag  was  often  carried  in  the  coat-[)Ocket 
of  the  [)OStman.  The  first  postmaster  at  the  Falls  was 
Judge  Porter;  the  second  was  Samuel  De  Veau.\.  The 
[iresent  incumbent  is  William  R.  Rice,  M.  D. 

After  the  era  of  the  [>ost-rider  came  that  of  the  stage- 
coach. The  staging  business  was  carried  on  by  different 
parties  at  different  times  and  over  different  routes,  one  of 
the  best  known  stage  proprietors  at  the  Falls  having  been 
Samuel  D.  Hamlin,  who  came  to  the  village  in  1836,  at 
the  time  of  the  operations  of  Benjamin  Rathbun,  and  the 
consequent  rise  in  real  estate,  and  started  a line  of  stages 
with  several  branches,  which  he  ran  with  considerable 
success  in  connection  with  the  railroads  from  Buffalo  and 
Lockport. 

These  railroads,  the  Buffalo  and  Xiagara  Falls  and  the 
Lockport  and  Xiagara  Falls,  were  completed  in  1836. 
They  were,  like  all  railways  at  that  date,  slightly  and 
insecurely  built,  with  wooden  stringers  and  “ strap"  or 
“snake-head"  rails;  the  rate  of  speed  was  very  slow  and, 
owing  to  numerous  mishaps,  annoyances  and  delays,  the 
running  of  the  trains  was  very  irregular,  it  being  no  very 
uncommon  thing  for  them  to  be  four,  five  or  even  seven 
hours  late  in  coming  from  Buffalo  or  Lockport,  and  only 
one  trip  was  made  down  and  back  per  day.  But  though 
these  roads  were  slightly  built,  they  answered  a good 
purpose  for  the  light  travel  and  traffic  of  that  period,  and 
served  greatly  to  relieve  the  village  in  the  general  reaction 
of  1836,  and  the  embarrassments  of  the  following  two  or 
three  years. 

An  idea  of  some  of  the  disadvantages  incident  to 
travel  in  those  days  may  be  obtained  from  a perusal  of 
the  following  extract  from  a letter  written  by  a corre- 
spondent of  the  Xew  York  Mcrcur\\  descri[>tive  of  a trip 
from  the  metro[)o!is  to  the  Xiagara  frontier,  which,  though 
it  is  pervaded  by  a humorous  vein,  we  are  assured  is  very 
little  exaggerated,  if  any  ; 

“ I went  by  the  way  of  Lockport,  on  the  Erie  Canal,  at 
which  place  I left  those  raging  waters  and  took  [lassage  • 
on  one  of  the  everlastingist  railroads  anywhere  on  top  of 
the  earth.  Would  you  believe  if.  those  cars,  only  two — 
one  for  [)assengers  and  one  for  baggage  and  jack-screws, 
levers  and  hand-ijiikes,  to  ‘ straighten  iq>  ' the  train  when 
we  ran  off  the  track,  and  that  was  often  enough,  anyway — 
were  just  seven  hours  .ind  twenty-six  minutes  going  from 
Lockport  to  Xiagara  Falls,  a distance  of  only  twenty-one 
miles.  Well,  we  got  there,  at  last,  and  1 scop[)cd  at  the 
Falls  a (lay  or  two  to  see  the  ru>hing  tluid,  and  then  took 
one  of  Sam  ll.imlin’s  hacks  for  I .ew  isttjn." 

The  depot  was  near  the  head  of  .Main  street  in  those 
days.  Subsequently  the  railroads  mer.tioned  passed  into 


The  present  railway  connections  of  Xiagara  F'alls  are 
first-class,  it  being  on  a branch  of  the  Erie  Railway,  w ith  a 
commodious  depot  at  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  and  on 
the  various  northern  branches  of  the  Xew  York  Central 
and  Hudson  River  Railroad,  this  company's  large  and 
well  appointed  stone  de[)ot  being  situated  conveniently 
to  the  business  [portion  of  the  place.  The  local  ])assen- 
ger  agent  of  the  Erie  Railway  is  Andrew  Murray,  his  of- 
fice being  in  the  International  Hotel,  on  Main  street  ; 
and  of  the  Central,  Francis  C.  Belden,  with  headf[uarters 
in  the  company’s  de[)Ot  on  Falls  street,  opposite  the  Sjten- 
cer  H ouse.  The  Erie  Railway  Company’s  local  freight 
agent  is  Mr.  C.  B.  Hyde,  and  .Mr.  T.  E.  Clark  fills  a sim- 
ilar position  in  the  employ  of  the  Central. 

There  are  two  express  companies  represented — the 
.\merican,  wuth  an  office  in  the  Central  de])Ot,  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  John  Salt,  and  the  United  States,  whose 
office  is  at  the  corner  of  Falls  and  F’irst  streets,  Daniel 
Barrett,  agent.  Here  also  are  located  the  extensive  re- 
pair shops  of  the  Central. 

THE  PRESS  OF  XIAGARA  FALLS. 

The  first  paper  published  in  the  village  was  The  Xi- 
agara Falls  Journal,  w'hich  was  issued  in  1837  by  Francis 
(Sr  Ward.  Its  publication  ceased  after  a few  months. 
The  publication  of  the  Xiagara  Chronielc  was  begun  by 
J.  Simpson  in  1838.  The  Iris  w'as  issued  between  1846 
and  1854,  by  George  H.  Hackstaff.  In  1S55  The  Xiagara 
Times  w'as  started  by  W,  E.  Tunis,  and  it  was  issued 
regularly  until  October,  1857.  The  Xiagara  Falls 
Gazette  established  May  17th,  1854,  by  Messrs.  Pool 
& Sleeper.  During  portions  of  1859  and  i860  it  was 
issued  daily  and  w'eekly.  William  Pool  became  the  sole 
proprietor  in  1864.  The  Gazette  is  a well-printed  seven- 
column  p:.[)er,  ably  edited  and  devoted  to  the  princi[)les 
of  the  Republican  party.  It  is  read  extensively  through- 
out the  county  and  elsewhere.  Ru[>ert  M.  Pool  is  the 
local  editor,  and  the  printing  and  jobbing  department  is 
in  charge  of  D.  C.  Collins. 

SCHOOLS.  - 

The  first  school  was  0[)ened  in  1807.  The  first  school- 
house  was  of  logs,  and  stood  by  the  road  side  north  of 
Ontario  street.  The  present  three-story  stone  school- 
houses  were  erected  between  1850  and  1855.  and  in 
the  year  last  mentioned  the  common  schools  were  made 
free.  In  1S52  .-Ubert  H.  Porter  built  an  academy,  which 
was  conducted  with  much  success  for  several  years.  In 
1864  it  was  sold  to  the  Catholics,  and  has  since  been 
managed  under  their  auspices.  The  common  schools  of 
the  village  are  under  the  management  of  Prof.  \V,  S. 
Hall,  as  [)rinci[)al,  assisted  in  the  various  departments  by 
an  able  corps  of  teachers. 

Writing  of  the  early  teachers  at  the  Falls.  Mr.  .Ubert  II. 
Porter  a.s>eriM  that  some  of  them  h.id  peculiar  character- 
istics. readily  understood  bj'  the  [lupils  and  not  easily  for- 
gotten. The  first  was  a bachelor,  and  not  a \oung  one 
either,  with  a fair  English  education  and  a snperfici.Tl 
knowledge  of  Latin.  His  vision  was  defective,  and  he 
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l, M)kc«l  kindly  on  the  bij;  girls.  Next  came  a younger 

m. m,  with  a happy  temperament  and  a pleasant  smile, 
who.  in  addition  to  liis  otlier  accom[)lishment«,  was  an 
.inuteur  artist  of  no  mean  taste  and  skill,  which  he  made 
useful  by  drawing  penciled  re[)resentations  ot  men,  ani- 
m lb.  fishes  and  birds,  that  served  the  puritose  ot  the  mod- 
ern elegantly  designed  " rewards  of  merit.”  He  was 
quaintly  humorous,  and  this  trait  exhibited  itself  in  orig- 
in.il  and,  in  general,  very  efficacious  modes  of  punish- 
ment. Another  of  these  pioneer  [iedagogucs  was  a man 
of  more  than  common  amiability,  who.  besides  being  a 
thorough  teacher,  was  something  of  a musician,  and  had 
a way  of  making  himself  generally  useful  in  the  house- 
hold where  he  boarded  in  the  old  itinerant  fashion,  by 
aiding  in  the  performance  of  the  housework,  and  attend- 
ing to  babies  that  had  a habit  of  rendering  themselves 
unnecessarily  noisy.  Of  course  these  qualities  secured 
for  him  the  good  opinion  of  the  women  of  the  families 
who  passed  him  around. 

THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  first  fire  company  was  formed  in  1S34.  It  was 
called  the  “ Belchertown  Conqiany,”  which  name  it  took 
from  the  old-fashioned  hand-engine  which  was  purchased 
at  Belchertown,  Mass.  Then,  as  now,  the  leading  prop- 
erty owners  and  business  men  were  identified  with  the 
fire  department,  which,  at  present,  consists  of  the  follow- 
ing organizations  : Cataract  Engine  and  Hose  Company 
No.  I,  Ni.igara  Hose  Company,  No.  2,  Rescue  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  No.  i,  and  Protection  Fire  Com- 
pany No.  I,  recently  organized.  These  organizations  are 
well  officered  and  very  efficient.  Their  engines,  hose- 
carts,  ladder-trucks,  hose  and  other  property  are  of  the 
best  manuf.acture  and  material. 

There  are  two  substantial  stone  buildings  devoted  to 
the  use  of  these  companies,  one  of  which,  at  the  corner 
of  Second  and  Niagara  streets,  erected  in  1S75,  is  large, 
elegantly  finished  and  would  do  credit  to  a city.  It  is 
used  by  Rescue  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  and  Cataract 
Engine  and  Hose  Company.the  rooms  on  the  second  floor 
being  fitted  up  expensively  as  club  apartments  for  the 
members  of  the  organizations.  'Phe  other  building,  on 
Third  street,  near  Falls  street,  was  erected  a number  of 
years  ago,  and  is  occupied  by  Niagara  Hose  Company, 
No.  2. 

INCORPORATION  AND  CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  petition  for  the  incorporation  of  the  village  of 
Niagara  Falls  was  fled  by  Judge  Samuel  De  \'eaux  and 
other  citizens  at  a court  of  sessions  in  Lockport  on  the 
6th  of  July,  1848.  'I’he  village  was  im  oriiorateri  under 
the  general  village  law  of  1847. 

The  first  president  was  Parkhurst  Whitney;  clerk, 
Charles  H.  Smith;  trustees,  Parkhurst  Whitney,  Augustus 
S.  Porter,  H.  W.  (.dark,  \\’.  L.  Hulett,  O.  Conger. 

'I'he  presc'iit  \ illage  officers  are  as  follows; 

President.  James  K.  Fulton,  jr.;  clerk.  .S.  T.  .Murray; 
trustees.  James  F.  I-’iilton,  jr.,  Oeorge  S Hanes,  Daniel 
Barrett,  E.  M.  Clark,  H.  N.  Oriffith. 


O A K U O O D C E I E T E R Y . 

This  cemetery,  situated  at  the  outskirts  of  the  village, 
is  large,  well  kept  and  remarkable  for  the  ta-.te  and  ele- 
gance of  some  of  its  memorial  monuments.  'I'he  ( )ak- 
wood  Cemetery  Association  was  organized  February  pth. 
1852.  The  first  board  of  officers  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing persons;  President,  P.  Whitney;  vice-president,  |ohn 
Cannon;  secretary,  J.  G.  Callahan;  treasurer,  H.  W. 
Clark;  trustees,  P.  Whitney,  H.  U'.  Clark,  P.ickard,  K 
P.  Graves,  Ik  A.  Porter,  .\.  S.  Porter,  John  Cannon,  G. 
Conger,  H.  H.  Hill. 

The  grounds  have  been  enlarged  and  imiiroved  from 
time  to  time.  A comfortable  residence  for  the  use  of  the 
keeper  has  been  erected  within  the  enclosure. 

CHURCHES  OF  NIAGARA  FALLS. 

FIRST  rRF.SnVTERI.X.V. 

This  church  was  organized  A[)ril  3rd,  1824.  d’he  first 
board  of  trustees  consisted  of  .\ugustus  Porter,  Isaac 
Smith,  .\aron  Childs,  Samuel  DeVeaux,  Ira  Cook  and 
Ziba  Gay;  and  .-Varon  Childs  and  Isaac  Smith  ( onstituted 
the  first  board  of  elders.  'I’he  [lulpit  was  at  first  supplievl 
by  Rev.  D.  M.  Smith,  of  Lewiston.  The  first  pastor  w.is 
Rev.  H.  A.  Parsons.  The  church  has  been  served  by 
eleven  pastors.  'I’he  longest  pastorate  was  that  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Doggett,  which  extended  o\er  a period  of  eleven 
yea'-s.  The  present  pastor  is  Re\-.  J.  S.  Bacon.  '1  he 
church  was  organized  with  five  members,  and  the  present 
membership  is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty.  'I’he  lar- 
gest accession  of  membership  was  in  i83i,wlien  sixty 
[lersons  were  added  on  the  profession  of  their  faith. 

'I’he  present  substantial  stone  etlifice  was  erei  ted  in 
1849.  'Phe  parsonage  was  given  to  the  society  by  .Miss 
Lavinia  E.  Porter,  in  1S63. 

FREE  .METHOIUSF. 

This  organization  is  of  recent  date,  having  been  formed 
in  1877,  with  a memliershiii  of  tweUe.  .-\s  yet  this  society 
has  no  church  edifice,  and  their  meetings  are  iiehl  in  the 
Ba[)tist  church  on  First  street.  The  pastor  in  Giarge  is 
Rev.  W.  F'.  Requa.  This  church  has  not  as  vet  been  in- 
. orporated. 

P.A.PT1ST. 

The  Baptist  church  of  Lewiston  and  Niagara  < onsinu- 
ted  the  following  members,  living  at  Niagara  Fall-,  a 
branch  of  that  organization  November  17th.  1841;  U li- 
liam  B.  Dartt,  Catherine  Dartt,  Joscqih  Nixon,  ll.irdi 
Munns,  Elizabeth  Munns,  Maria  ^’\’aite,  .Minerv.t  L\< 
Sarah  Hand,  Sarah  (.'ollett,  (.'harles  Pattersmi,  Peter  ‘ >. 
Bronson,  Jane  Bronson  and  Rhoda  .\.  Ch.iinl'erhn. 

The  first  deacon  was  H.ird  Munns,  tlie  lir^t  i :erK 
joseph  Nixon,  and  t’ne  first  trustees,  H.ird  Muni'.',  bc.n 
Kell\  and,  W illnim  B.  Ikirtt.  B;-v.  ,\.  ( '...ii-  rn  •> 
first  pastor. 

'I’he  branch  was  recognized  as  th.c  Bapti>t  i hurcli  or 
Niagara  Falls,  February  21st,  1842,  by  .1  t ium- li  1 .il'ed, 
fn)in  sister  churches.  In  the  early  days  m.iny  ot  tiie  meet- 
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ings  were  held  in  private  houses.  In  the  spring  of  1843 
the  society  begun  the  erection  of  a meeting-house,  of  good 
building  stone,  size  36  by  40  feet,  with  a basement.  This 
structure  was  enclosed  and  the  lloors  laid,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year,  though  it  was  as  yet  unplaster- 
ed, the  society  occupied  it  as  a place  of  worship,  continu- 
ing work  upon  it  until  its  completion  late  in  1854.  It  was  | 
formally  dedicated  January  loth,  1855.  .Since  its  organi- 
zation the  church  has  been  ministered  to  by  seven  dif- 
ferent pastors,  but  it  has  been  without  a pastor  since 
January,  1874.  The  present  board  of  trustees  are  S.  F. 
Symonds,  Matthew  Jackson  and  William  A.  Philpott,  jr. 

RO.MAN  C.\THOUC. 

The  mission  of  Niagara  F'alls  was  occasionally  visited 
by  the  priest  of  Lockport  until  1847.  In  '^hnt  year  Rev. 
John  Timon,  having  been  appointed  first  bishop  of  Buf- 
falo, formed  Youngstown,  Lewiston  and  Niagara  Falls 
into  a parish. 

Father  John  Boyle,  the  first  pastor,  resided  in  Lewiston, 
then  the  largest  place.  He  remained  in  charge  until  1850, 
and  built  a small  stone  church,  now  replaced  bythelarger 
edifice  called  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Cataract, 

He  was  succeeded  by  Father  Nolan,  and  he  by  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Stephens. 

In  1854  the  pastoral  residence  was  changed  from  Lew- 
iston to  Niagara  F'al's.  In  1859  the  Lazarist  Fathers  as- 
sumed control  of  the  mission,  and  continued  in  charge' 
for  three  years,  the  pastors  meanwhile  being  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Maginnis,  C.  M.;  Rev.  John  Monaghan,  C.  M.;  Rev. 
Edward  Hennessy,  C.  M.;  and  Rev.  William  Ryan,  C.  M. 

In  1862  Father'  Stephens  again  took  charge  of  the 
parish,  and  at  his  death,  in  September  of  that  year,  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Patrick  Cannon,  who  built  a large  ad- 
dition to  the  church  in  1S63  and  another  in  1S65.  July 
i2th,  1869,  Father  Cannon  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
pastor.  Rev.  Patrick  Moynihan.  During  the  pastorship 
of  Father  Moynihan,  the  church  has  been  again  enlarged 
and  a bell  olaced  in  one  of  the  towers. 

There  are  several  flourishing  societies  connected  with 
the  church,  which  has  a membership  of  about  one  thou-i 
sand  five  hundred. 

The  Academy  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Cataract  is  connect- 
ed with  this  church.  'Fhe  school  edifice  was  erected  by 
.■\lbert  H.  Porter,  in  1852,  and  a classical  school  was  or- 
ganized in  it  .md  conducted  successfully  for  several  years. 

In  1S64,  while  Father  Cannon  was  in  charge  of  the  church, 
tliis  building  was  purchased  of  the  original  proprietor  for 
use,  under  the  auspices  of  the  church,  as  a day  and 
boarding  school;  and  it  has  been  conducted  with  satis-  ^ 

factorv  results  ever  since.  The  patronage  has  been  larce,  I 
' . . ^ ^ I 

as  many  as  forty  to  sixty  boarders  having  been  in  attend-  | 

ance  during  the  most  jirosperous  period  of  its  existence 

besides  a large  d.aily  attemlance  at  the  free  school.  This 

nstitution  is  in  charge  of  Miss  Bridget  Fitzgerald,  a verv  | 

capable  and  successful  princi]>al,  who  is  assisted  by  a j 

corps  of  efficient  teachers,  who  control  the  different  de-  i 

partments,  j 

During  tlie  pastorate  of  Father  Moynihan,  the  interests  j 


of  this  academy  have  been  advanced,  other  school  prop- 
erty has  been  purchased,  and  the  cause  of  education  h.as 
been  fostered  in  the  parish. 

.xfF.THODIST  K.PISC'OP.X  L. 

We  are  without  data  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
Methodism  at  Niagara  Falls.  A conference  was  held  at 
Lundy’s  Lane  in  1S20,  before  the  church  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States  was  di\  ided,  and  there  was  occasional 
preaching  at  the  Falls  and  vicinity  from  that  time. 

h'ora  number  of  years  the  Methodists,  in  common  with 
the  Episcopalians  and  other  denominations,  occupied  a 
small  union  building  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent International  Hotel.  In  iSgpthe  house  on  the  corner 
of  First  and  Falls  streets,  which  had  been  used  by  the 
Presbyterians,  was  purchased,  and  occupied  until  1S64. 
when  the  present  site  of  St.  Paul’s  M.  E.  Church  was 
purchased.  This  edifice,  which,  with  the  parsonage,  cost 
about  1^25,000,  is  one  of  the  most  elegant  in  the  county. 
The  Methodist  society  was  organized  in  1815. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  the  names  of  the  early 
pastors  in  charge  at  this  place.  Following  will  be  found 
the  names  of  those  who  have  served  since  1S47:  Rev.  D. 
Nichols,  Rev.  Z.  Hurd,  Rev.  S.  Hunt,  Rev.  E.  R.  Keyes, 
Rev.  H.  K.  Hines,  Rev.  R.  L.  Waite,  Rev.  W.  Gordon, 
Rev.  R.  Cooley,  Rev.  J.  N.  Simpkins,  Rev.  J.  McCreery, 
jr.,  Rev.  J.  McEuen,  Rev.  P.  Woodworth,  Rev.  J.  Ala- 
baster, Rev.  J.  Zimmerman,  Rev.  B.  F.  McNeal,  Rev.  G. 
Smith,  Rev.  S.  Williams,  Rev.  A.  L.  Backus,  Rev.  E.  M. 
Buck,  Rev.  S.  Seager,  Rev.  J.  T.  Humphreys,  Re\'.  A.  F. 
Colburn,  Rev.  G.  W.  Loomis. 

ST.  Peter’s  episcopal. 

The  first  clergyman  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
who  preached  in  the  county  of  Niagara  was  Rev.  Mr. 
Hopkins,  of  the  Diocese  of  New  Jersey,  who,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1S23,  officiated  in  the  school-house  at  Niagara 
Falls. 

In  the  winter  of  182S  and  1829  Rev.  Moses  P.  Bennet 
came  to  the  village.  He  proposed  to  officiate  at  Lock- 
port,  Lewiston  and  the  Falls,  but  failing  to  obtain  ade- 
quate support  was  obliged  to  remove  from  the  county. 

January  5th,  1S29,  the  first  church  was  organized,  under 
the  title  of  " Christ’s  Church.”  In  1831.  i S32,  and  during 
several  succeeding  years.  Rev.  William  Shelton,  of  Buffalo, 
officiated  several  times.  He  is  spoken  of  as  the  fatlu-zr  of 
the  church.  From  1S32  to  1840,  services  were  performed 
by  missionaries  stationed  at  Lewiston. 

With  varying  fortunes,  the  church  jirogressed.  until  on 
June  17th,  1846,  a subscription  was  raised  for  the  erection 
of  a church.  Bishop  De  Lancey  having  given  h;s 
opinion  that  the  old  organizati'an  had  become  in- 
valid from  lapse  of  time,  in  order  to  effect  a 
new  organization  the  following  named  ])erson>  met 
for  the  purpose  of  incorjiorating  tliem-d\e>  ,;s  .■  re- 
ligious s(.iciety  : Samuel  De  Veuux,  Michael  WaNh, 

Christopher  H.  Smith,  Berry  Hill  W liite,  .\bel  .^I.  .Swal- 
low  and  George  W.  Holley.  Rev.  .-\mos  th  Treadway, 
the  rector,  was  in  the  chair.  The  con--ent  of  the  I>i-,liop 
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Few  names  have  been  more  widely  known  in  Niagara 
county,  or  their  memory  nxore  truly  honored,  than  that  of 
the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

He  was  born  in  Williamstown,  Vt  , January  5th,  1807, 
and’his  boyhood  was  passed  amid  the  healthful  surround- 
ings of  a rural  life  on  his  father’s  farm.  Kis  early  educa- 
tional advantages  were  limited  to  those  afforded  by  the 
country  school  of  that  day. 

His  tastes  led  him  to  the  choice  of  a professional  career, 
and  his  ambition  to  prepare  himself  for  the  life  of  a 
physician  was  at  last  gratified  by  his  admission  to 
membership  of  the  medical  department  at  Dartmouth 
College.  Upon  his  graduation  from  that  institution,  b"s 
attention  was  directed  to  the  promising  facilities  for  the 
accumulation  of  property  offered  by  the  remunerative 
enterprises  of  western  New  York,  which  was  included  in 
the  “ Far  West  ” of  that  time;  and  in  1833  he  established 
himself  in  his  profession  in  the  growing  village  of  Lock- 
port,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  enjoyed  a highly 
successful  practice  therein.  He  afterwards  formed  a co- 
partnership with  Morris  H.  Tucker,  Henry  Walbridge 
and  ex-Governor  Hunt  for  the  purchase  of  the  liniment 
since  so  extensively  known  as  “ Merchant’s  Gargling  Oil.” 
He  retained  his  interest  in  that  enterprise,  and  upon  the 
organization  of  the  ” Merchant’s  Gargling  Oil  Company” 
was  chosen  its  president,  which  position  he  held  during 
life. 

Having  been  honored  with  a responsible  ajtd  desira- 
ble appointment  as  medical  examin.r  for  the  Boston 
branch  ofiice  of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company 
in  1864,  he  removed  to  that  city,  where  he  remained  un- 


til, in  1870,  h's  desire  for  a life  of  quiet  retirement,  within  i 
convenient  distance  of  his  property  in  Lockport,  prompted 
him  to  return  to  this  county  and  take  up  his  residence  in 
Niagara  Falls.  [ 

Although  he  never  afterward  actively  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, he  was  a partner  with  his  son  in  the  banking  house  | 
of  F.  R.  Delano  & Co.,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  | 
Cataract  Bank,  July  9th,  1877,  to  succeed  the  above  | 
mentioned  firm,  he  became  a large  stockholder,  filling  the  j 
offices  of  vice-president  and  director  until  his  death.  | 

Dr.  Delano  never  aspired  to  political  preferment  ; he 
never  soug'nt  or  held  office  other  than  such  as  he  accepted  ' 
at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  townsmen  in  recognition  of 
their  confidence  in  his  ability  and  integrity,  or  because  of 
his  well  known  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  community  in  which  he  had  a home. 
He  was  chosen  president  of  the  board  of  education  of 
the  city  of  Lockport,  and  was  one  of  the  village 
trustees  before  that  place  arrived  at  its  present  im- 
portance. 

He  was  married  September  25th,  1S35,  to  l.avinia  W . 
Ralph,  of  South  Woodstock,  Vermont.  F.  R.  Delano. 

(.if  Niagara  Falls,  born  Scptemlier  6th,  1S42,  was  the 
only  issue  of  this  marriage.  Mrs.  Delano  died  ;n  Ho.^(on. 
December  29th.,  1866.  October  2cth,  1S68.  he  w.is  ag.ain 
married,  to  Mrs.  C.  H.  Burke,  of  Boston,  who  survives 
him.  together  with  the  son  above  mentioned. 

Dr.  Delano  died  at  his  residence  in  Niagara  Falls,  Oc- 
tober 24th,  from  goiura!  physical  -tu  c a'ker 

.in  active  .ind  ■veil  spent  iile  of  uu're  tii.an  seven'.;,  years. 
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^iM.n  to  the  foniKition  of  the  corporation.  In  pursu- 
.iii.  c of  tluit  permission,  at  a meeting  of  the  male  mem- 
! rs  f the  congregation,  held  net  ember  28th,  1846,  the 
, hiir«  li  known  as  St.  Peter's  Church,  Niagara  Falls,  was 
duly  organized.  The  original  wardens  were  Samuel 
I»c  Veaux  and  George  W.  Holley  ; the  vestrymen  were 
Christopher  H.  Smith,  Michael  Walsh,  John  Tellyea, 
Abel  M.  Swallow,  Hollis  White,  Cyrus  F.  Smith,  Walter 
K.  Hidett  and  Richard  H.  Woodruff. 

At  the  same  meeting  Samuel  De  Veaux,  George  W. 
Holley  and  [ohn  Tellyea  were  chosen  building  committee 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a church  edifice.  At  a meet- 
ing Ai>ri!  5th,  1847,  the  same  committee  were  authorized 
to  ( ollect  and  expend  a subscription.  The  church  was 
completed  in  1848.  A parsonage  was  erected  in  1S52. 

Tlie  following  is  the  succession  of  rectors  : 1848,  Rev. 

S.  Reed;  1850,  Rev.  Edmund  Roberts;  1853,  Rev.  Joseph 
.M.  Clark  ; 1859,  W'.  O.  Jarvis  ; 1863,  Rev.  Orlando  F. 
Starkey  ; 1870,  Rev.  Myron  A.  Johnson  ; 1874,  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Ingersoll,  D.D.  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Battin  was  called 
March  ist,  1S78. 

The  plans  of  the  new  stone  church  on  the  corner  of 
Union  and  Second  streets  ^s•ere  made  by  Mr.  Henry  Dud- 
ley, architect,  of  New  York  city.  The  corner  stone  was 
laid  in  1873.  The  edifice  is  not  ) et  completed. 

BUSINESS  CORPORATIONS. 

THE  M.XGAR.A.  FALLS  PAPER  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 

was  organized  in  November,  1855,  with  L.  C.  Woodruff 
as  president  and  S.  Pettebone  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  paper-mill  of  this  company,  on  Bath  Island,  was  | 

originally  erected  in  1826,  by  Porter  & Clark.  It  was  | 

destroyed  by  fire  August  i2th,  1858.  The  company, 
with  characteristic  energy,  rebuilt  it  at  once,  and  Decem- 
ber 25th,  less  than  five  months  after  its  destruction,  re- 
sumed the  manufacture  of  paper.  Since  then  extensive  ' 
and  valuable  improvements  have  been  introduced,  and  i 
the  facilities  for  business  greatly  extended.  The  large  > 
increase  in  the  number  of  manufactories,  and  the  diininu-  ! 
lion  of  the  consumption  of  paper  within  the  past  few 
years,  have  Iiad  the  effect  of  reducing  prices  to  a point 
so  low'  that  the  industry  ceases  to  be  remunerative  for  | 
fine  grades,  and  the  business  of  the  N.  P'.  P.  M.  Co.  is 
confined  to  the  manufacture  of  news  papers  of  various 
ipialities  and  in  large  (piantities,  forty-two  male  and  ten 
female  employees  being  engaged  in  the  different  depart- 
ments of  tlie  establishment. 

The  present  officers  of  the  company  are;  President,  E 
C.  Woodruff ; secretary  and  treasurer,  S.  Pettebone  ; 
casliier,  Lauren  W.  Pettebone. 

These  mills  are  stp'plied  w ilh  one  of  the  best  water- 
powers  in  the  world,  being  situated  on  the  rapids  of  the 
Niagara  river,  just  above  the  falls, 

TltE  GATARACr  HANK  OF  NIAC.ARA  FALLS. 

.-Mlhough  this  corporation  is  of  coiU[)aratively  recent 
form.ition,  its  histoi)  dates  bai  k to  iSGi),  when  M. 
Chesbrough  opened  .i  jinvale  banking-house  m .in  oftice 


in  the  International  Hotel.  He  was  succeeded  in  1871 
by  N.  R.  Van  Husen,  from  Buffalo.  In  1873  F.  R, 
Delano,  of  Niagara  Falls,  became  an  ei[ual  partner  with 
Van  Husen,  and  the  firm  name  became  \’an  Husen  N 
Delano;  and  during  the  same  year  the  linn  erected  ami 
moved  into  their  jiresent  elegant  and  attractive  bank 
building  on  ?dain  street. 

In  November,  1874,  Van  Husen  retired,  and  the  busi- 
ness was  continued  by  F.  R.  Delano  lV  Co.,  the  partners 
then  being  Dr.  B.  L.  N F.  R.  Delano  father  and  son  . 
July  9th,  1877,  the  [iresent  institution,  the  Cataract  Bank, 
was  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  began  business  with  a paid-up  capital  of  $50,000.  Its 
officers  and  board  of  directors  were  the  same  as  now,  with 
the  exception  that  Dr.  B.  L.  Delano  was  vice-president, 
director  and  one  of  the  largest  stock-holders  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  October  24th,  1877. 

The  present  officers  are;  President,  Stoughton  Pette- 
bone; vice-president,  Alvah  Cluck;  cashier,  I'.  R.  I)el- 
ano  ; directors,  Stoughton  Pettebone,  Alvah  Cluck, 
George  L.  Hanes,  Fb  R.  Delano,  Hiram  E.  Griffith, 
Moses  Einstein,  John  Hodge;  attorney,  H.  N.  Griffith. 

NIAGARA  FALLS  GAS  COMPANY. 

The  Niagara  Falls  Gas  Company  was  organized  December 
2ist,  1859.  The  first  board  of  officers  was  made  up  as  fol- 
lows; S.  Pettebone,  president;  James  F’.  Trott,  secretarv ; 
M.  Walsh  treasurer;  George  iV.  Parsons,  of  the  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  Gas  Light  Company,  superintendent  and 
constructing  engineer. 

The  original  capital  of  the  company  was  $20,000.  Bv 
subsequent  improvements  and  extensions  it  was  nominal- 
ly increased  to  $75,000,  and  stock  issued  to  the  amount 
of  $63,000. 

Since  the  construction  of  the  works,  the  mains  have 
been  extended  to  the  village  of  Susjiension  Bridge;  and 
during  1866  a gasometer  was  erected  at  that  place,  and  tlie 
mains  extended  to  De  Veaux  College;  and  gas  is  now- 
supplied  to  the  \ arious  churches,  hotels,  deiiots  and  ocher 
public  buildings,  and  the  streets  are  well  ligiited. 

The  present  officers  are;  President,  S.  M.  .N.  Whitne\-; 
secretary  and  treasurer,  S.  Pettebone;  superintendent, 
G.  M.  Harrington;  and  the  ])resent  board  of  directors 
consists  of  S.  M.  N.  \Vhitney,  S.  Pettebone,  Fidward 
Woodruff,  J.  S.  Minton,  M.  L.  i'ox,  M F'ederspeil.  C.  11. 
Symouds,  W.  F'.  FNans.  A.  \\ . R.  Henning. 

THE  NIAOARA  F.U.I.3  W A T K R Wl  )R  K S c O.MI' A . 

The  organization  of  this  conqiany  waseffei  ted  j.inu.iry 
loth,  1877,  and  it  beuun  business  uutlet  the  m.ina-_;emi-n’. 
of  the  following  officials;  President,  Fr.inkliu  .'>j  .dd;r._; 
secretary,  Benjamin  Rhodes;  treasurer.  F.  .‘8.  Del.imi; 
trustees,  F'ranklin  Spalding,  Stoughton  Pettebone, 

I Cluck,  F'rancis  R.  FL-lano,  D.  R.  Jerauld,  William  1'. 

Fivans,  Benjamin  Rhodes.  During  1S77  th’-i.e  : d . -.e 
i half  miles  of  main  -were  laid,  with  twenty  ii..:  i..c 
I The  water  is  sup[)lied  iioiu  the  Xiag.ira  n\er  i'V  t...  il 
I 1\  pump  of  the  .''uspen-ion  Bridge  Water  Works,  unGv-r 
an  urdinar}'  pressure  of  si.\t\-  pountls  to  the  im  h.  w lm  n 
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may  be  increased  in' case  of  fire  (•'  luindred  and  sixty 
pounds.  This  company,  whiclr  t . a paid-in  capital  of 
$25,000,  has  l)een  instrumental  in  materially  reducing  the 
rates  of  insurance  in  the  village  by  the  additional  security 
its  works  afford  to  property. 


THE  NIAG.\RA  FALLS  SUSPENSION’  BRIDGE  COMPANY. 


The  Niagara  Falls  Suspension  Bridge  Company  was 
chartered  March  31st,  1S55.  The  first  board  of  directors 
consisted  of  the  following  nameil  jjersons:  Augustus  S. 
Porter,  of  Niagara  county;  Alonzo  S.  Upham,of  Genesee; 
A.  B.  Williams,  of  Wayne;  Delos  De  Wolf,  of  Oswego; 
Vino  W.  Smith,  of  Onondaga;  John  L.  Schoolcraft,  of 
-\lbany;  Henry  L.  Willis,  New  York;  Henry  .\.  King, 
Orleans;  John  E.  Ue\  lin,  New  York.  Nothing  was  done 
by  the  company,  and  by  act  of  April  3d,  1867,  the  charter 
was  revived  and  the  number  of  directors  reduced  to  five. 

The  Clifton  Suspension  Bridge  Company,  with  its 
office  at  Clifton,  Ont.,  was  chartered  by  the  Canadian 
Parliament  May  22nd,  1868,  and  John  T.  Bush,  Sam- 
uel Keefer,  William  O.  Buchanan,  Delos  De  Wolf,  Wil- 
liam G.  Fargo,  Vino  W.  Smith  and  Hollis  White  were 
named  first  directors.  The  two  companies  entered  into 
an  agreement  July  21st,  1S6S,  by  which  they  have  the 
same  stockholders  and  their  interests  are  made  common. 
The  suspension  bridge,  belonging  conjointly  to  the  two 
companies,  was  opened  for  business  January  ist,  1869. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Delos  De  Wolf, 
president  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Suspension  Bridge  Compa- 
ny; Jolm  M.  Hutchinson,  president  of  the  Clifton  Sus- 
pension Bridge  Company;  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
«;ombined  companies,  C.  H.  Smyth;  directors:  Delos  De 
Wolf,  Oswego;  Samuel  B.  Johnson,  Oswego;  Charles  H. 
Smyth,  Clinton;  John  M.  Hutchinson,  Buffalo;  Warren 
Bryant,  Buffalo;  superintendent,  Benjamin  Rhodes. 


FRATERNITIES  AND  SOCIAL  ORGANIZATIONS. 


NIAGARA  FRONTIER  LODGE,  NO.  I32,  F.  AND  A.  M. 


This  lodge  was  originally  formed  in  Lewiston,  April 
5th,  1S48,  as  Lewiston  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  132,  to  suc- 
ceed Niagara  Lodge,  No.  345,  which  was  the  first  lodge 
in  the  county,  having  been  instituted  at  Lewiston  in  1S22. 

detailed  history  of  this  first  lodge  and  of  Lewiston 
Frontier  Lodge,  No.  122,  prior  to  its  removal  to  Niagara 
Falls,  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  village  of  Lew- 
iston. 'I'he  latter  organization  was  removed  to  the  village 
of  Niagara  Falls  and  its  name  changed  to  Niagara  Frontier 
Lodge,  No.  132,  in  the  year  1853.  'The  masters  ot  this 
lodge  since  that  date  have  been  as  follows:  1854,  Park- 
hurst  Whitney;  1863,  iSo^and  1865,  Irancis  II.  John- 
son; 1856,  A.  Thomas;  1857  and  1858.  H.  H.  Sheldon; 
1859  and  i860,  S.  S.  ^Vhite;  1861  and  1862,  J.  W. 
Holmes;  1865,  1866  and  1S67,  James  McFeggan;  1868, 
1869,  1870,  1873  and  1874,  Benjamin  Magler;  1871,  1872, 
J.  B.  King;  1875,  W.  P.  Me-nt/;  1876,  1877  and  1878.  F. 
Luippie.  The  present  memliershii)  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty-si.x. 


NI  \<;AKA  FALLS  LODGE,  NO.  369,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


was  organized  in  1849,  by  S.  M.  N.  Whitney,  R.  II. 
\Voodruff,  Walter  E.  Hulett,  F'.  C.  F'ord,  Hollis  White 
and  others.  It  was  a flourishing  lodge  for  several  years, 
but  for  various  causes  ceased  to  exist  sometime  since. 
It  has  been  succeeded  by  , 


BELLEVUE  LODGE,  NO.  316,  I.  0..0.  F. 


This  lodge  was  instituted  at  Suspension  Bridge,  May 
3rd,  1872,  and  removed  by  dispensation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  Niagara  F'alls  July  20th,  1877.  The  following 
is  a list  of  the  charter  members:  L.  C.  Oatman,  Denby 
Waud,  R.  R.  Sutton,  R.  R.  Henderson,  John  McKay,  A. 

M.  Roell,  M.  Roell,  George  E.  Brock,  S.  B.  Eschelman, 
George  A.  Cross,  M.  S.  Lang,  C.  Dutcher,  George  W. 
Schwartz,  Jacob  Wolf,  R.  Aberdein,  William  Bolles,  J. 
Smith,  W.  Shaine,  H.  Behmer,  L.  Fdsheimer. 

The  first  officers  were:  L.  C.  Oatman,  N.  G. ; Denby 
Waud,  Vk  G. ; R.  R.  Sutton,  secretary;  A.  M.  Roell,  trea- 
surer; George  W.  Schwartz,  P.  S.;  John  McKav,  AV.;  R. 
R.  Henderson,  C.;  M.  Roell,  O.  G.;  W.  Bolles,  I.  G.;  L. 
Elsheimer,  R.  S.  N.  G.;  C.  Dutcher,  L.  S.  N.  G.;  J. 
Smith,  R.  S.  V.  G.;  George  A.  Cross,  L.  S.  V.  G.;  M.  S. 
Lang.  R.  S.  S.;  W.  Shaine,  L.  S.  S. 

The  present  list  of  officers  is  as  follows;  R.  G.  Paige, 

N.  G.;  J.  H.  M etcalf,  V.  G.;  Charles  Zieger,  secretary; 
John  Potter,  treasurer;  John  S.  Root,  P.  S.;  Robert  Barr, 
W.;  R.  R.  Henderson,  C.;  Jeremiah  Binkley,  O.  G.; 
Henry  Ellenbaum,  jr.,  I.  G. ; R.  D.  AVing,  R.  S.  N.  G.; 
Michael  Norris,  L.  S.  N.  G. ; Samuel  Smith.  R.  S.  V.  G.; 
William  Peel,  L.  S.  A".  G. ; J.  M.  Locher,  R.  S.  S.;  II. 
AVhite,  L.  S.  S.;  George  A.  Cross.  P.  G. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  lodge  occur  at  7:30  o’clock, 
Friday  evening  of  each  week,  from  October  ist  to  .‘April 
ist,  and  from  April  ist  to  October  ist  at  8 o’clock,  P.  M., 
at  their  hall  on  the  corner  of  First  and  Falls  streets. 
Since  the  date  of  organization  there  have  been  three 
deaths  of  members  and  three  of  the  wives  of  members. 
The  amount  paid  for  funeral  benefits  is  $135;  sick 
benefits,  $1,952.33.  The  present  membershi[)  of  the 
lodge  is  eighty. 


THE  NIAGARA  FALLS  SHOOTING  CLUB. 


This  is  an  association  of  about  sixty  gentlemen 
of  Ni.igara  F'alls  and  vicinity.  'I’he  club  was  organ- 
ized in  October,  1S62,  with  the  following  officers; 
President,  I ).  R.  Jerauld;  vice-president,  John  G.  Pierce; 
secretary,  William  Pool;  treasurer,  H.  H.  Sheldon ; board 
of  directors,  J.  S.  .Alinton,  George  B.  Hamlin  and  S.  T. 
.Murray.  'I'he  clu!)  has  been  represented  at  all  of  the 
State  conventions  of  the  Slate  association,  of  which  it  is  a 
member.  A reorganization  is  being  perfected  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  (1875;  chap.  267  . 
AVilliam  Pool  has  held  the  office  of  secret.\ry  from 
the  beginning.  'I'he  present  oftii  ers  are:  James  1'.  Fulton, 
[iresident;  II.  Neilson.  \ ice-juesident;  AA'ilham  Pool,  sec- 
retary; George  S.  Hanes,  treasurer;  board  of  directors; 
-A.  (fluck,  .\mlrew  Murra\'  and  Ge>>rge  Barker.  The 
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LODGES  AND  SOCIETIES  AT  NIAGARA  FALI.S. 


-scv-iini;''  of  the  association  are  held  in  their  own  well 
j-.i:iietl  rooms  in  the  Frontier  Mart  huildmg.^' 

/ 

THK  NIAGARA  FALLS  LIKDF.RTAl  Kl 


This  is  a German  society,  having  for  its  obje..t  the  pro- 
niotion  of  self  cidtiire  among  its  members  and  the  culti- 
t.»non  of  vocal  music.  Tlie  by-laws  jirovide  that  a can- 
d.d.ite  for  membership  shall  be  a German,  able  to  speak. 
■ .j  understand  the  German  language.  The  organization 
1^,  effected  March  13th,  1865,  and  the  following  officers 
wt-re  chosen  at  the  first  meeting  ; M.  Brooks,  president; 
(i  \V.  Schwartz,  vice-president;  R.  C.  \'eidt,  treasurer; 
p.hn  B.  Mayer,  musical  director;  J.  Janisch,  secretary; 
|,  I.  Anthony,  librarian.  The  meetings  of  the  society 
.rre  held  monthly,  and  the  officers  are  elected  annually  by 
ballot.  The  present  list  is  as  follows  ; President,  An- 
toine Biron;  vice-president,  D.  Fdsheimer;  treasurer, 
lohn  P.  Fitsch;  secretary,  F.  Locher;  librarian,  J.  J. 
.\nthony. 

The  society  have  a hall  of  their  own,  tastefully  fitted 
up  and  furnished  with  an  elegant  and  costly  piano.  They 
give  an  annual  masquerade  ball  and  many  private  social 
entertainments;  and  they  have  often  appeared  in  con- 
certs in  different  cities,  with  credit  to  themselves  and 
satisfaction  to  critical  audiences.  In  the  great  peace 
jubilee  in  Buffalo,  in  1871,  this  association  took  a leading 


jiart. 

The  financial  e.vhibitof  the  N.  F.  L.  is  a most  flattering 
one,  there  being  no  outstanding  obligations  against  the 
society,  with  a clear  balance  of  several  hundred  dollars  in 
the  treasury. 


CATARACT  LODGE,  NO.  793,  I.  O.  G.  T. 

The  Cataract  Lodge,  No.  793,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  was  formed 
J.muary  1st,  1S69,  having  been  instituted  by  L.  S.  Free- 
man, of  Middleport.  The  regular  meetings  of  this  or- 
ganization are  held  at  their  hall,  in  Frontier  Mart,  every 
Friday  evening.  The  number  of  charter  members  was 
twenty-seven,  and  the  present  membership  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five.  The  first  officers  were  as  follows  : W.  C. 
T.,  H.  W.  Barnes  ; W.  S.,  d'.  Isbester  ; \V.  1'.,  F.  M. 
Bush  ; W.  M.,  1).  C.  Collins;  R.  S.,  Lucy  Pratt  ; assist- 
ant secretary,  Mrs.  George  Davy  ; W . V.  '1'.,  Mary  Pratt  ; 
\V.  F.  S.,  G.  R.  Philpott;  fV.  Ch.,  V.  R.  Canfield  ; D.  M., 
Miss  E.  Canfield;  L.  S.,  Maggie  Cannon;  I.  G.,  Jennie 
Davy;  P.  C.  T.,  W.  H.  Philiio'.t.  d he  present  official 
members  of  the  lodge  are  : W.  C.  '1'.,  Addison  Pratt  ; 
\V.  V.  T.,  .Miss  Sarah  Smith  ; V\'.  S.,  I.  G.  Shepard  ; 
assistant  secretary,  Carrie  Wright  ; \V.  F.  S.,  F.  C.  Parch- 
art  ; W.  T.,  George  W.  fVright  ; W.  M.,  William  Collins  ; 
assistant  .M.,  Miss  L.  Fair;  W.  Ch.,  L.  H.  Burdick;  I. 
G.,  Sara.li  Collins.  ; O.  G.,  John  Higgins  ; R.  S.,  Nettie 
Murray  ; L.  S.,  Ada  fVhite  ; P.  C.  T.,  M.  Norris. 

CATHOLIC  I'olAL  A^,^^^KNeE  .\M)  LIT' F.R  .\  R V SOC 1 ET  V. 

The  Niagara  I'alls  Catholic  Total  .-Xb^itinenie  and 
l iterary  Society  was  organized  January  iith,  187a.  The 
following 'vere  tile  first  oiiii  ers  of  the  sociity:  Rc' . P. 
Movnihan,  s[)iritual  directui  ; Henry  F.  Mclbide,  presi- 
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dent;  Patrick  Tinibs,  vice-president;  d'homas  V.  Web  !-. 
recording  secretary;  Robert  Joyce,  treasurer;  lohn 
Meintire.  financial  sei  retary  ; James  d'iernev.  marshal; 
John  Reilley,  sergeant-at-arms. 

ddie  society  occnjiied  the  hall  in  Chesbrough’s  bri<  k 
block  on  Main  street  for  one  year,  and  th.en  removed  to 
their  present  apartments  in  the  Frontier  Mart  buildinuon 
Falls  street,  ddie  members  of  the  society  ha\  e e^itabli'-heil 
a reading  and  billiard  room  in  connection  with  their  h.ail, 
open  every  day  and  evening,  summer  and  winter.  In  the 
principal  room,  caiiable  of  seating  three  hundred  jier- 
sons,  musical  and  dramatic  entertainments  are  frequently 
given,  ddie  hall  of  the  society  also  contains  the  jiarish 
library,  consisting  of  four  hundred  volumes  d'he  mem- 
bers of  tlie  society  are  nearly  all  young  men,  whose 
object  is  mutual  intellei  tual  improvement  and  th.e  e.xteii- 
sion  of  the  iirinciples  of  temperance,  ddie  society  isnou- 
in  its  seventh  year.  It  is  firmly  established  and  bid>  fair 
to  have  a long  and  prosperous  career. 

INTERXATIOXAL  LODGE,  NO.  6,  A.  O.  L.  W. 

was  instituted  0''tober  27th,  1873,  by  W.  H.  Comstock. 
D.  D.  G.  M.  W.,  of  North  least.  Pa.,  as  “Frontier  I.odee, 
No.  6,”  with  si.xteen  charter  members,  as  follows;  Heorue 
Rowe,  O.  Canfield,  John  Potter,  A.  V.  Sim|)son,  Alexan- 
der McKinnon,  John  Tierney,  George  W.  Howie.  Georae 
Potter,  Thomas  Potter,  M.  d’opiiing,  George  H.  .8alt,  W. 
R.  Senior,  John  Chambeis,  H.  Hubbs,  A.  W.  ( )lhei-'er  aiul 
William  S.  Flay.  d"he  name  of  the  lodge  was  changed, 
on  account  of  the  masonic  lodge  being  similariv  de>ig- 
nated,  November  3rd  of  the  same  year,  since  wh.ich  date 
it  has  been  known  by  its  present  title,  d'he  initial  ofticcr.-, 
were:  A.  V.  Simpson,  M.  W M.  d'opping.  G.  F. ; lohn 
Potter,  O.;  George  Rowe.  P.  M.  W. ; P.  Olheiscr.  re- 
corder; George  H.  Salt,  h'.;  O.  Canfield,  receiver;  W.  R. 
Senior,  W'.  d'he  first  two  or  tlirt'e  meetings  of  the  lodge 
were  held  in  Chesbrough’s  Hall.  After  that  the  loiige 
convened  in  the  sitting-room  of  the  International  Hotel 
for  four  months,  then  two  or  three  timex  in  .k.  \'. 
Simpson’s  bed-room,  from  which  the  meenngs  were 
removed  to  an  unfinished  hall  belonging  to  Henrv 
Clark,  where  they  were  held  for  about  a \e,ir.  since 
which  time  the  sessions  have  been  held  reguh;ri\  hi 
Chesbrough’s  Hall.  The  present  membership  of  the  liMige. 
after  four  dea'.lis,  isonehumlred  and  twenty-live.  ;ind  it  i' 
rapidly  gaining  in  numbers.  .Some  time  since  tni.n:\ 
members,  residents  of  Suspension  Bridge,  n itlulrew  .ind 
esttxblished  a lodge  at  that  place. 

CATHOLIC  .MCT'L'AL  r.LNFt'IT  A sS<  KT  A r In  N.  I'.KANCH  N'n.  !. 

Niagara  Falls  Branch,  No.  i.  of  the  C.  M.  !’>.  .\  ".i" 
organized  January  2nd,  i87<'c  d'he  lirst  otlicers  w i re ; Kc. . 
P.  Moynihan,  spiritual  ilirector;  John  Chiterd.  nrc'iii' mt ; 
Sebastian  Ge\  er,  vice-i'resi.leiit ; John  M . .\nf.re.  re>  or'i- 
ing  secret.ir\'.  d'he  follow  ing  offu  er-  we'^e  > in  •"cn.  I't  cciu- 
ber  afitii.  i.'s76;  Rev.  P.  Mo\  iT.li.in.  -'pa  a . ' ' ; 

Daniel  Barrett,  president;  Johr.  Clilliu'd,  tir-t  ■.  !•  j-prc';- 
dent;  Sebastian  Gever.  set.oml  vii  i.--pres:dent ; Jium 
McAnlire,  recording  sei  ret.irx';  d’honi.is  1 )ur’sm.  .I'si't.mt 
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HISTORY  OF  MAC’.ARA  COUNTY,  NFAV  ^T)RK, 


rcrordiii;^  secretary;  Patrick  Welsh,  treasurer;  Joseph 
Oeor^^e,  financial  secretary;  (i)wen  McCabe,  marshal; 
Patrick  (llynn,  guard.  The  actions  of  the  society  are 
directed  Ity  the  following  board  of  directors:  A.  Biron, 
James  Martin,  James  McOraw,  S.  Geyer,  John  Clifford, 
their  term  of  service  being  limited  to  one  year.  The 
object  of  the  association  is  to  “ create  and  disburse  a 
fund  on  the  death  of  its  members,  by  an  assessment  of  one 
dollar  and  ten  cents  on  each  surviving  member,  and  not 
to  e.vceedtwo  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  widow  or 
legal  heirs  of  deceased  member.” 

SOI.DIKRS’  .^NI)  S.MI.rjRs’  MEMORIAL  UAV  ASSOC  I AT  tO.\. 

This  association  was  formed  in  April,  1877,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  suitable  yearly  observances  in  memory 
of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  town  of  Niagara  ivho 
lost  their  lives  in  the  rebellion.  The  present  membership 
is  fifty-eight.  The  first  officers  were  as  follows:  Presi- 
dent, J.  G.  Shepard;  vice-president,  James  Low;  2nd  vice- 
president,  George  Davy;  treasurer,  Charles  Kugel;  secre- 
tary, Harry  ap  Rees;  captain,  E.  E.  Russell;  first  lieu- 
tenant, N.  E.  G.  Wadhams;  second  lieutenant,  J.  J. 
Sullivan. 

NIAGARA  FALLS  COUNCIL,  ROVAL  TEMPLE  OF  TE.MPLARS, 

was  organized  by  C.  K.  Porter,  Supreme  Councillor  of  the 
Order  of  R.  T.  of  T.,  November  23rd,  1877,  with  thirty- 
two  active  and  twenty-two  life  charter  members.  The 
original  officers  were  : S.  C.,  \V.  A.  Philiiott,  jr.  ; P.  C., 
C.  M.  Young  ; secretary,  Addison  Pratt  ; H.,  E.  A.  But- 
ler ; S.,  C.  A.  Blakeslee  ; Y.  C.,  W.  F.  F.vans  ; chaplain. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Bacon  ; treasurer,  William  Shepard  ; G.,  E. 
V.  Root  ; medical  e.vaminer,  F.  A.  Rice,  M.D.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  R.  T.  of  T.  is  to  encourage  the  principles  of 
temperance,  and  mutual  assistance  to  members  in  case  of 
death  or  permanent  injury.  On  the  death  of  an  active 
member  the  heirs  will  receive  1 or  should  he  be 

incapacitated  to  [irovide  for  himself  and  family,  §1,000 
will  be  paid  to  him,  and  §t,ooo  to  his  heirs  at  his  death. 
The  membership  of  this  Temple  has  incresed  rapidly 
since  its  organization.  It  now  numbers  92.  The  present 
officers  are  as  follows:  S.  C.,  W.  A.  Philpott,  jr.  ; P.  C., 
C.  M.  Young  ; secretary,  Addison  Pratt  ; H , E.  A.  But- 
ler ; G.,  S.  A.  Burdick  ; Y.  C.,  A.  P.  Burdick  ; chaplain. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Bacon  ; treasurer,  William  She[tard  : assist- 
ant H.,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Hermance  ; S.,  J.  (}.  Shepard;  medi- 
cal examiners,  William  B.  Rice,  M.D.,  and  F.  A.  Rice, 
M.  I).  Regular  meetings,  I'riday  evening  of  each  week, 
at  the  Good  Tempdars'  Hall,  in  Frontier  Mart. 

THE  NIAGARA  FALLS  GLEE  CL  UP. 

The  Niagara  Falls  Glee  Club  was  organized  in  the 
spring  of  187S.  The  object  of  the  ( lub  is  the  cultiva- 
tion ot  music.  '1  he  officers  are  as  teillows:  Director,  W. 
A.  La  Mont;  secretary  and  treasurer,  L.  W.  Pettebone. 
The  following  named  gentlemen  are  members:  Robert  ( ). 
Fulton,  G..  Henry  llow.ird,  Willi. im  l’>.  R.inkine.  George 
is.  Curtis. 


IMPROX'EMh.N  I S ABOUT  THE  FALLS. 

TERRAIMN  TOWER. 

This  was  once  one  of  the  most  pleasing  piointsof  obser- 
vation about  the  Falls.  From  its  summit  could  be  ob- 
tained a magnificent  and  comprehensive  view  of  the 
rapids,  the  falls,  the  islands  and  the  landscape  round 
about.  It  was  erected  in  1833  by  Judge  Porter,  and 
taken  down  by  the  proprietors  in  1843,  being  regarded  as 
unsafe.  It  stood  on  the  very  brink  of  the  Canadian 
Fall. 

THE  NEW  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE 

is  one-eighth  of  a mile  below  the  American  Fall.  It  is 
the  property  of  a stock  company,  and  was  opened  to  the 
public  January  ist,  1869.  It  is  one  of  the  longest  sus- 
pension bridges  in  the  world,  and  was  constructed  at  a 
cost  of  §250,000.  The  span  between  the  centers  of  the 
towers  is  1,268  feet — 446  feet  longer  than  the  lower  sus- 
pension bridge.  Height  above  the  surface  of  the  river 
190  feet.  Height  of  towers  above  rock  on  Canada  side, 
105  feet,  and  on  American  side,  100  feet.  Base  of  towers 
28  feet  square,  and  top  4 feet  square.  The  bridge  is 
supported  by  two  cables,  composed  of  seven  wire  ropes 
each,  which  contain,  respectively,  133  No.  9 wire's.  The 
weight  of  these  wire  ropes  per  lineal  foot  is  9 pounds,  and 
the  diameter  of  the  cable  is  7 inches.  The  total  weight 
of  the  suspended  portions  of  the  cable  is  82  tons  net. 
There  are  48  stays,  weighing  15  tons  net.  There  are  56 
guys  connected  with  the  bridge.  Ihe  aggregate  breaking 
strain  of  the  cable  is  i,6So  tons. 

GOAT  I.SLAND  BRIDGE. 

The  first  bridge  was  built  in  1817.  It  was  swept  away 
the  following  spring,  and  replaced  in  the  same  year  iSiS 
by  another  wooden  structure.  The  present  iron  structure 
was  erected  in  1856,00  the  plan  of  Whipple's  iron  arched 
bridge,  and  is  360  feet  long,  having  four  arches  of  ninety 
feet  span  each,  d'he  width  is  27  feet,  embracing  a double 
carriage-way  of  16  G and  two  foot-paths  5 ‘4  feet  each, 
with  iron  railings.  This  is  probably  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  costly  bridges  in  the  world  owned  by  private 
paHies. 

Biddle’s  stairs, 

at  the  precipitous  end  of  Goat  Island,  between  the 
,\merican  and  the  Horse-shoe  Falls,  were  erected  In- 
Nicholas  Bitldle  in  1829.  They  are  secured  to  the  solid 
rocks  by  ponderous  iron  bolts.  The  perpendicular  height 
of  the  bank  at  this  point  is  185  feet.  'I'here  is  cpiite  a 
descent,  by  means  of  a series  of  steps,  from  the  level  of  the 
island,  and  the  staircase  itself  is  So  feet  high,  and  the 
number  of  steps  is  said  to  be  ninety. 

l'R('s"EGT  TARR 

This  was  formerly  known  as  “Ferry  Grow”  anil 
“ Point  Yiew.”  The  grounds  were  purchased  by  ihe 
Prospect  Park  Gomiunv  in  1^72.  since  which  lime  thev 
h.i\e  been  gre:ul\’  improved  ;ind  bea.utihed.  Near  the 


I am  H-  Childs  wra  bom  in  Livcnia, 
.loa  cou.iiy,  N.  V.,  April  laC,  i3o7.  He 
^ •.,>-1  of  D.-a-r^n  Aaron  Ciiild-.,  a woll 
> • -j  early -iettlrr  and  resident  of  Nia^jara 

w'lo,  with  his  family,  settled  on  the 
, f .»  1 in  L-;\si>lon  in  i.-o*.  and  kepi  a 
r tav--rn.  At  the  of  scvcnioen 

••  1.  h:eaino  a Christian,  and  united 

, : . • I r-  -.’o  t'.rlan  Church;  and  for  many 

i.ci.'t  held  the  otfue  of  deacon  nhere  he  rc- 
» d !,  and  lor  thirty  years  or  nv  in;  was  supor- 
'I  r-ni.*ni  of  Sunday-'iChools.  Soon  after  his 
t . cr>ion  he  fell  a j^rowing  de>ire  for  a liberal 
ed,;.aiion,  left  his  clerkship  and  became  a 
»:aJcnt  at  tlic  academy  at  Auburn,  N.  V. 

to  failing  health  he  i\as  ubl’gcd  to 
jrhacyjish  a professional  career,  and  turn  his 
attention  to  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1827  he 
removed  to  Niagara  Falls  and  became  one  ot 


11 


the  early  merchants  of  that  ph.ee.  In  1S28 
he  was  married  10  Miss  Laura  Amsden.  of 
Seneca.  Ontario  C'mniy,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children,  cn’.y  two  of  whom  arc  now 
living.  Mrs.  Childs  died  in  i3f'5,  and  in  the 
same  year  Mr.  Childs  marritd  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
A.  BlaWe,  cf  Chicago.  Mr.  Childs  was  fo 
many  years  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  for  the  la.st  thirty  years  has  been  acii\cly 
engaged  as  general  insurance  agent,  in  v. hich 
capacity  he  has  been  very  succe.s^ful.  He  has 
been  a life-h.mg  advocate  of  the  princiI*Ie^  of 
temperance,  and  is  widely  known  as  a zeal- 
ous anti-slavery  man,  standing  in  the  front 
ranks  in  the  early  “days  that  tried  nic-n’s 
souls.”  Mr.  Cliilds,  now  pa>i  the  age  of 
seventy-one,  has  a step  as  ela-'lic  as  in  yauih, 
and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  business. 
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THE  HERMIT  OF  NIAGARA— THE  “MICHIGAN”  SENSATION. 


I 


..'•.rer  of  the*  grounds,  is  the  ferry  house,  from  which 
r-  is  .1  descent  cut  in  the  bank  to  the  water’s  edge, 

,1*  the  American  Fall,  a distance-of  360  feet,  down 
nhtOi  a car  is  run  on  an  inclined  plane.  'Fhe  first  descent 
bv  means  of  rude  stairs,  put  down  in  1S17  by  P. 
Uhi'.nev.  Spiral  stairs  were  erected  in  18^5,  and  being 
jvgarded  as  unsafe  the  present  ingenious  contrivance 
«.ss  introduced  in  1845. 

iH):.  r.I.KNATOR  .-VT  WHIRt.I’UOL  R.VPIDS 

«as  constructed  by  Professor  A.  A.  Smith,  for  the  pro-  j 
) Hetors,  in  1869,  at  a cost  of  .'$20,000.  There  are  two  ! 
t.irriaees  or  elevators,  with  comfortable  seats,  similar  to 
tho>e  used  in  the  largest  city  hotels,  worked  b)'  machinery 
which  is  propelled  by' a water-wheel  three  hundred  feet 
!>i-iow  the  level  of  the  bank.  The  descent  by  the  eleva- 
tor to  the  reception  parlor  is  192  feet,  and  from  there  a 
graveled  walk  leads  down  to  the  water’s  edge.  Formerly 
the  descent  was  by  means  of  winding  stairs,  the  ruins  of 
which  are  still  to  be  seen. 

ACCIDENTS  AND  INCIDENTS. 

THE  HERMIT  OF  NIAGAR.V. 

During  the  afternoon  of  June  i8th,  1839,  a young  man 
made  his  appearance  in  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls  who 
has  since  become  known  to  the  world  in  story  and  song, 
and  whose  memory  is  retained  by  some  of  the  older  citi- 
zens of  the  place  to  the  present  day.  He  is  described  as  ! 
tall,  thin  almost  to  emaciation,  with  hollow  eves,  bright  i 
with  an  unnatural  brightness;  and  it  is  said  that  his  j 
strmge  appearance  was  rendered  still  more  striking  by 
his  peculiar  dress,  consisting  of  a long,  loose  and  flowing 
robe  of  some  brown  stuff.  He  went  to  a small  and  not 
crowded  hotel,  in  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  and  engaged 
a room  for  a few  days,  stipulating  that  he  was  to  remain 
undisturbed  in  its  possession  and  that  he  was  to  cook  part 
of  his  food  himself.  Not  long  after,  he  came  into  the 
village  and  entered  his  name  at  the  village  library  and 
borrowed  books.  He  also  made  some  small  pnirchases 
about  town,  the  most  expensive  of  which  was  a violin. 
Soon  afterward  he  ap)plied  for  and  was  refused  permission 
to  erect  for  himself  a rude  hut  on  Moss  Island.  Near  the  ' 

head  of  Goat  Island  there  was  an  old  and  dilapidated  log  : 

c.abin.  In  this  he  took  up  his  residence,  and  for  1 

more  than  a year  and  a-  half  remained  a lonely  j 

occupant  of  the  wooded  and  water-girt  island,  with 
no  companions  but  his  old  violin,  his  books,  his  dog  and  ' 
the  crows  who  came  at  nightfall  to  mingle  their  weird 
chorus  with  the  never  ceasing  roar  of  the  rapids  and  the  1 

cataract  and  the  low,  wild  music  of  the  hermit  of  the  ! 

falls.  Backward  and  forward  through  the  shadow^  of  | 

the  trees  he  would  wander  in  the  lung  hours  of  the  night,  | 

at  times  going  out  on  I'erra'pin  bridge,  to  a point  beyond 
the  to’.ver,  \>here  a >inall  stiuare  stick  of  timber  ];roiected 
over  the  falls.  On  this  he  would  walk  with  folded  arms,  | 
api)arenily  oblivious  of  danger  and  thoughts  of  the  awful  ! 
death  that  seenv.'d  to  be  reaching  up  for  him  out  of  the  | 
mighty  de[>ths  below,  at  times  sitting  rarelessly  on  the  i 


outer  end  of  the  timber,  and  it  is  said  suspending  himself 
from  it,  o\er  the  cataract,  by  holding  to  ir  with  his  hands 
or  legs.  By  and  by  he  seemed  to  tire  of  the  place;  for 
he  came  over  on  the  mainland,  and  going  to  “ Point 
View,”  now  within  Prospect  Park,  constructed  a rude 
cabin  of  boards  on  the  bank  beside  the  American  Fall. 
Although  his  new  location  brought  him  into  nearer  re- 
lations with  the  people  of  the  village,  he  was  never 
communicative,  though  he  talked  at  times,  with  a 
precision  of  expression  and  grace  of  manner  that 
surprised  and  charmed  his  listeners.  He  made  no 

confidants,  and  was  more  intimate  with  the  late 
Judge  De  Veaux  than  with  any  one  else,  ^'arious  o[un- 
ions  have  been  ex]iressed  as  to  the  quality  of  his  music, 
ranging  from  those  of  highest  praise  to  severest  condem- 
nation. After  he  removed  to  Prospect  Point  he  was  in 
the  daily  habit  of  descending  the  ferry  stairs  and  bathing 
in  the  water  at  the  river’s  edge.  Venturing  too  far  he 
lost  his  footing,  and  was  drowned,  June  loth,  1841.  His 
body  was  not  found  till  ten  days  afterward,  and  then  it 
had  been  carried  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  It  was  re- 
covered and  brought  back  to  the  Falls,  and  buried  within 
sight  of  the  place  w'here  he  had  lived  so  long.  During 
his  life  he  was  one  of  the  attractions  of  the  place,  and 
after  his  death  the  log  hut  which  he  had  occupied  on 
Goat  Island  was,  for  many  years,  pointed  out  to  the 
curious  visitor.  It  has  long  since  gone  to  decay.  Little 
is  known  of  his  history,  e.xcept  that  he  was  Francis,  son 
of  John  Abbott,  of  Plymouth,  England,  and  that  in  Ins 
youth  he  had  led  a life  of  dissipation.  These  facts  were 
learned  from  relatives  of  his,  who  visited  the  falls  some- 
time subsequent  to  his  death. 

THE  SHIP  “MICHIGAN.” 

In  1827  large  and  extravagantly  worded  hand-bills  an- 
nounced that,  on  the  8th  of  September.  “ the  [lirate  Miidi- 
igan  ” would  “ pass  the  great  rapids  and  the  FalL  of  Niag- 
ara, with  a cargo  of  furious  animals.”  Arrangements  were 
made  to  furnish  entertainment  to  all  visitors  to  the  F.dK  on 
that  occasion,  to  witness  a remarkable  spectacle  (.Ic-m  rii>ed 
as  “ unequaled  in  the  annals  of  infernal  navigation.”  I'he 
vessel,  having  become  unseaworthy,  had  lieen  punli.i-ed 
by  a few  interested  parties,  and  the  unique  entert.onmeiit 
promised  was  a scheme  to  attract  jieoplc  to  the  1 
That  it  succeeded  is  small  cause  for  womler;  t!ie  i'e"p’e 
in  that  day  were  not  used  to  sensations  ot  a simil.ir  kimd. 
and  though  the  Falls  could  be  reached  only  by  carri.iue- 
the  gathering  was  very  large,  d'he  \ oyage  was  m.u.e  v\  iFn 
much  success,  and  th.e  cargo  ot  "turious  w ild  amm.ii' 
plunged  over  the  brin'K  of  the  cataract,  e.xcept  .1  be.ir 
which  escapetl  from  the  \essel  and  g. lined  tiie  '..‘U’. . 
where  it  was  afterward  recaptureel.  Fables  were  'prc.;  * 
on  Goat  Island.  There  was  mu<  h delay  in  _eiting  in.- 
ship  down  the  ri\  er,  and  before  it  w.is  ,ic>  cup  li'li'.  d ; e 
-.s aiting  ]ieople  grew  hungry  ai.d  '1  L 1 ; F ‘ 

they  had  llnished  eating,  w ord  i .ime  Llu.i  t.ie  ' .V  . _ 
was  coming,  and,  as  if  moved  by  a single  impul-e.  ; 
whole  crowal  hurriedh'  departed,  torgettiUjj,  in  li.e.i 
excitement,  to  pay  for  th.eir  dinners,  and  llie  re.sult  w.i-  . 
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loss  to  the  enterprising  caterers.  In  1841  another  con- 
' demned  vessel,  the  “ Detroit,”  was  sent  over  the  falls. 

She  became  fixed  on  some  rocks  in  the  rapids,  and  re- 
mained until  beaten  to  pieces  by  floating  ice. 

.A.CCIDENTS  AND  CASUALTIES. 

, Visitors  to  the  falls  are  surprised  at  the  number  of 
persons  who  have  met  their  death  here  by  their  careless- 
ness, their  foolhardiness  or  by  deliberate  suicide;  and  the 
number  of  the  latter  class  is  astonishingly  great.  Though  I 
we  shall  make  no  attempt  to  give  a complete  list  of  these 
casualties,  a brief  mention  of  a few  may  be  interesting. 
Many  have  probably  met  a watery  grave  here  whose 
j bodies  have  never  been  found  and  whose  fate  has  never 
j been  known. 

In  1810  the  boat  “Independence,”  laden  with  salt, 
sunk  between  Schlosser  and  Chippewa,  and  the  captain 
and  two  of  the  crew  went  over  the  falls.  Two  men  in  a 
scow  were  driven  into  the  rapids  by  the  wind  in  1821, 
and  went  over  the  falls,  and  in  1825  two  men  from  Grand 
Island  went  over;  and  at  other  times  during  the  same 
year  three  others,  in  three  separate  canoes,  met  a like 
‘ fate.  Twa  men  engaged  in  smuggling,  in  1S41,  were 
precipitated  into  the  river  above  the  cataract  by  the  up- 
setting of  their  boat,  and  one  of  them  swept  over.  One 
lodged  on  Grass  Island,  and  his  body  was  recovered. 

In  the  same  year  two  of  a number  of  British  soldiers  who 
: were  attempting  to  swim  across  the  ferry  were  drowned. 

In  1844  a gentleman  was  washed  off  a rock  under  the 
fall,  and  in  1846  another  was  killed  by  falling  from  a 
rock  below  the  Cave  of  the  Winds.  The  following  year 
a lad  in  the  employ  of  A.  H.  Porter  was  drowned  while 
attempting  to  row  across  above  the  rapids.  In  184S  a 
man  passed  under  Goat  Island  bridge  in  a boat,  which 
soon  upset,  and  he  went  over  the  falls,  feet  foremost.  In 
the  same  year  a small  boy  and  girl  were  playing  in  a 
skiff,  which  was  drawn  into  the  rapids.  The  girl  was 
rescued  by  her  mother,  and  the  boy,  sitting  in  the  bottom 
of  the  boat,  with  a hand  on  either  side,  was  carried  over. 

A man  fell  from  the  tower  bridge  in  1852,  and  was 
borne  by  the  rapids  to  the  brink  of  the  fall,  \shere  he 
lodged  between  two  rocks,  and  was  rescued  by  means  of 
a rope.  Probably  the  best  known  incident  of  this  char- 
acter is  the  Avery  affair,  which  occurred  July  19th,  1853. 
Avery  was  discovered  clinging  to  a log  which  had  lodged 
on  a large  rock,  in  the  middle  of  the  American  rapids, 
thirty  rods  below  Goat  Island  bridge.  Many  attempts, 
some  of  which  came  near  being  successful,  were  made  to  I 
rescue  him  during  the  day.  Thousands  of  peojile  stood 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  in  the  utmost  anxiety  and  sus-  | 
pense  ; men  offered  large  rewards  to  any  one  who  would  j 
save  him  ; but  all  to  no  i»urpose.  In  attempting  to  avail  I 

himself  of  one  of  the  various  plans  to  which  recourse  was  j 

h.ad,  he  was  precipitated  into  the  ra[)ids,  and  was  borne 
over  the  falls,  just  at  nightfall.  In  tb7o  a l.idy  of 
Chicago,  who  was  deranged,  threw  herself  from  Goat  ' 
Island  briilge  ami  w.is  hurried  over  the  rocky  descent  to  { 
lire  precipice.  Th.e  next  year  three  men  unacciuaiiUctl  | 


w’lth  the  river  were  drowned  while  attempting  to  make  a 
crossing  in  a boat  above  the  rapid.s  ; and  a little  later 
two  others  met  a like  fate  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  second  of  the  bridges  to  the  'Three  .Sisters  was  the 
scene  of  one  of  these  exciting  incidents  in  June.  1874.  A 
painter  named  William  M’Cullogh,  while  at  work  upon 
the  bridge,  fell  by  accident  into  the  stream  beneath,  which 
at  that  point  rushes  and  rages  irresistibly  toward  the  fall. 
But  he  was  able  to  get  a standing  place  upon  a little  rock 
which  is  visible  above  the  water,,  scarcely  more  than 
forty  feet  above  the  brow  of  the  cataract.  A stout-hearted 
guide — Thomas  Conroy  by  name — ventured  into  the  rap- 
ids, and  swam  down  to  the  rock,  carrying  one  end  of  a 
rope.  This  he  tied  to  himself  and  the  now  nearly  ex- 
hausted painter,  and  by  means  of  it  they  were  both  drawn 
safely  ashore. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1S75,  occurred  an  accident  nhich 
will  be  long  remembered  by  the  residents  of  the  village. 
Mr.  Ethelbert  Parsons,  accompanied  by  Miss  Lottie  Phil- 
pott  and  some  friends,  descended  the  Biddle  stairs,  and, 
passing  through  the  Cave  of  the  Winds,  approached  the 
American  Fall  and  paused  to  bathe  in  one  of  the  shel- 
tered eddies  which  are  so  numerous  there.  Too  venture- 
some, Miss  Philpott  isolated  herself  from  the  others  and 
was  carried  into  a dangerous  current.  Seeing  her  inse- 
curity, Mr.  Parsons  went  to  her,  and  while  attempting  to 
draw  her  away,  she  lost  her  footing  and  both  were  car- 
ried out  into  the  river.  Mr.  Parsons  struggled  desperately 
to  save  her,  but  both  were  drowned.  This  affair  has  a 
peculiar  interest  to  the  people  of  the  village,  from  the  fact 
that  both  unfortunate  victims  were  well  known  as  mem- 
bers of  two  of  the  most  respected  families.  Many  other 
similar  accidents  have  occurred,  of  which  there  is  no  sat- 
isfactory record.  The  last,  to  the  present  time,  was  that 
of  Ajiril  ist,  1S78,  when  two  brothers  named  Reilly, 
of  Chippewa,  were  lost  in  an  endeavor  to  cross  the  river 
in  a boat  above  the  head  of  the  rapids. 

FEATS  OF  DARING  AND  PHYSICAL  ENDURANCE. 

This  locality,  from  its  world-wide  fame,  the  depth  and 
turbulence  of  its  waters  and  rhe  consequent  danger  at- 
tending the  performance  of  such  feats,  has  been  chosen 
by  foolhardy  adventurers  as  the  scene  of  their  exhibi- 
tions of  gymnastic  skill  or  [diysical  daring.  Among  the 
first  of  these  adventurous  persons  was  the  celebrated 
“ Sam  Patch,”  who,  in  1S29,  made  his  famous  leai'  from 
a scaffolding  ninetv-six  feet  high  erected  in  the  water, 
between  Biddle’s  Stairs  and  the  central  fall.  'The  vears 
1859  and  i860  were  signalized  by  tlie  daring  and  startling 
performances  of  M.  Blondin,  the  great  tight  rope  artist,  on 
a cable  stretched  across  the  river  at  dilferent  points.  .A 
year  or  two  later  these  performances  were  eipialed,  if 
not  surpassed,  T>y  those  of  Signor  K.irini.  Other  persons 
ha\e  since  th.it  time  given  simil.ir  e.xhib.tiuu.-,  ..im 
others  Mile.  Spelterina,  in  the  .lulumn  of  1S7O;  aud  in 
the  fall  of  the  year  1877,  Captain  Rhodes  repeate,!  the 
feats  of  Sam  Patch,  vvicl'.  some  variations,  from  a sc.iffold 
ere(  ted  ne.ir  the  high  bank  in  Prospecl  I'.irk. 
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JUDGE  T.  G.  HULETT. 


Theodore  G.  Hulett  was  born  in  the  town  of  Williams- 
burgh,  Mass.,  June  13th,  1811.  His  mother  had  five 
children,  the  subject  of  this  narrative  being  the  voungest. 
When  he  was  l)Ut  one  year  of  age  his  mother  moved  to 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  uni’ed  with  a society  of  Friends  at 
that  place.  W hen  twelve  years  of  age,  talcmg  a fancy 
that  he  wasoid  enough  to  *‘  patidie  his  own  ca.noe  on  the 
ocean  of  life,”  he  left  the  maternal  roof  at  8 o'clock,  P. M., 
with  his  worldly  goods,  consisting  of  one  shirt  and 
one  pair  of  stor  kings,  tied  up  in  a bandanna  handker- 
chief, without  liic  knowledge  of  hi.s  mother,  who  he 
fancied  would  i.nterpose  objections. 

He  arriver]  fjuite  late  at  the  house  of  a benevolent 


farmer,  where  his  wants  were  provided  for  until  the  ne.xl 
morning,  at  which  tune  the  wanderer  pursued  his  journey, 
and  the  farmer  took  the  opj^osite  course  to  apprise  the 
mother  of  the  probable  whereabouts  of  her  bov.  .\t  9 
o’clock,  the  following  morning  the  youthful  adventurer 
was  negotiating  with  the  late  Ja.son  Clapiy  the  noted 
carriage  maker  at  Pittsfield,  for  a situation,  and  before 
the  contract  was  concluded  the  anxious  mother  arrived 
on  the  scene  and  became  one  of  the  oarties  to  the  t.'ans- 
action.  I lie  re.s'  ;r  w .>  the*,  ti.e  three  r.egotie’  .rs  ..  ent 
to  the  court  tlien  in  session  at  the  county  seat,  and  the 
party  returned,  and  the  subject  of  this  biography  found 
himself  a bound  apprenti'~e  to  Jason  Clapp  for  the  term 
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of  nine  ycMfs,  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  at  a salary 
el  $5°  per  annum,  to  furnish  his  own  clothing,  and  to 
receive  one  (juarter’s  schooling. 

After  three  years’  service  he  made  application  to  his 
employer  for  an  order  on  a book-sto»'e  for  §50  worth  of 
books.  This  being  a large  amount,  a whole  year’s  salary 
and  in  advance  at  that,  and  Mr.  Clapp  not  being  of  a liter- 
ary turn  of  mind,  he  at  first  hesitated,  but  afterwards  made 
the  order  on  the  bookstore  of  the  late  Phineas  Allen,  and 
took  a note  for  the  amount.  The  apprentice  took  the 
order  to  the  store  and  commenced  the  selection  of  his 
library,  which  consisted  of  a Bible,  jose[)hus’s  Historical 
Works,  Rollin’s  Ancient  History,  Murray's  Grammar, 
DaboH’s  Arithmetic,  Hedge’s  Logic,  Telemachus,  Tacitus, 
Plutarch’s  Lives,  Dryden’s  Virgil,  Homer's  Iliad  and 
Odyssey,  Pope’s,  Pollock’s  and  Milton’s  poetical  works^ 
and  a bundle  of  quills  for  pens,  a bottle  of  ink  and  some 
writing  paper,  the  whole  costing  $48.  The  bill  was 
returned,  and  the  balance  of  the  order  was  traded  out  at 
a grocery  store,  the  purchase  there  being  a box  of  tallow 
dip  candles.  This  was  the  starting  point  of  the  educa- 
tional advantages  of  this  'prentice. 

In  the  last  year  of  his  apprenticeship  the  “ quarter’s 
schooling”  nominated  in  the  bond  was  demanded  and  re- 
ceived, and  his  school  days  began  and  ended  in  one 
quarter’s  tuition  at  the  Pittsfield' Academy.  After  the  ex- 
piration of  his  apprenticeship  he  remained  with  his  em- 
ployer for  six  months,  then  went  to  the  city  of  Albany 
and  worked  four  months,  and  then  went  to  Troy  and  re- 
mained a year,  working  at  his  trade  during  the  summer 
months  and  studying  law  during  the  winter.  From  Troy 
he  returned  to  Pittsfield,  at  the  request  of  his  former  em- 
ployer, for  a special  service,  and  remained  there  six 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  married  to 
Mercy  Amelia  Bailey,  of  that  place.  During  the  same 
year  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Buffalo,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  for  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Niagara  Falls, 
where  he  worked  two  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  carriage-springs  and  other 
mechanical  pursuits;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  went  into  trade.  In  1S49  he  was  elected  a justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  town  of  Niagara,  and  continued  in  ottice 
for  thirty  consecutive  years,  during  which  time  he  has 
held  the  honorable  position  of  judge  of  the  courts  of 
sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  of  the  county,  as  justice 
of  the  sessions,  for  two  terms. 

In  1847  he  was  engaged  as  superintendent  of  the  first 
sus[)er.sion  bridge  that  spanned  the  Niagara  river  at  the 
now  village  of  Suspension  Bridge,  and  built  with  his  own 
hands  the  fairy  iron  basket  that  now  hangs  suspended 
beneath  the  railway  suspension  bridge,  and  made  .ind  put 
across  the  first  wire  cable,  on  which  this  basket  was  used 
for  two  years. 

In  the  year  1849  he  was  engaged  by  Canal  Commissioner 
Beach  to  construct  the  w ire  suspension  bridge  that  siians 
the  basin  of  the  < anal  at  the  village  of  Port  Plain,  N.  V. 
In  1S50  and  1851  he  was  engaged  by  the  Fort  Plunler 
Bridge  Companv.  and  built  the  wire  suspension  bridge 
tl’.at  spans  the  Mohawk  ri\er  between  the  villages  of 


F'orida  and  Amsterdam.  In  1852  he  was  engnued  in 
building  a wire  suspension  bridge  across  the  TalLipoo^.i 
river,  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  In  the  year  i86o  he  or- 
ganized the  company,  obtained  the  capital  stock,  ami 
built  the  Niagara  Falls  gas-works,  and  m.in.ieed  them 
successfully  for  twelve  years.  In  the  year  1865  hew. is 
engaged  by  the  new  suspension  bridge  companv  to  super- 
intend the  erection  of  the  massive  trusses  of  that  i ei.  - 
brated  structure,  during  which  time  he  invented  .ind  ob- 
tained a jiatent  for  the  cast-iron  shackle  fastenings  that  -,e- 
cure  the  cables  of  the  bridge  to  the  anchors.  In  the  \c.ir 
1S70  he  rebuilt  the  gas-works  at  Dansville,  Livingston 
county,  for  the  manufacture  of  naphtha  gas.  The  folbov- 
ing  year  he  built  the  gas-works  at  Warsaw,  Wynminu 
county,  N.  Y.  In  1873  he  built  the  wire  sus|)ensi(ui 
bridge  that  spans  the  Mohawk  river  and  Firie  canal  at 
Fink’s  Ferry,  near  Little  Falls,  N.  V. 

In  the  year  1S74  he  was  employed  by  the  Buffalo  0\v- 
hydric  Gas  Light  Company,  of  Buffalo,  to  construct  tlieir 
works,  on  plans  furnished  by  a I’rench  engineer. 

The  foregoing  incidents  in  the  life  of  ludge  Hulctt  are 
obtained  from  his  statements,  and  we  have  had  to  r.-!v 
upon  the  public  records  of  the  town  and  .st.itemcnts  of 
prominent  citizens  for  his  more  recent  public  acts.  Indue 
Hulett’s  grandfathers  were  both  Revolutionary  soldiers, 
having  drawn  pensions  for  that  service  until  their  deaths, 
one  living  to  be  one  hundred  and  two  and  the  other 
ninety-.eight  years  of  age. 

It  was  only  after  a great  deal  of  solicitation  that  the 
consent  of  Judge  Hulett  was  obtained  to  ha\  e his  porir.ii: 
and  biographical  sketch  placed  with  those  of  other  well- 
known  persons  in  this  volume.  From  the  foregoinu  it 
will  be  seen  that  his  life  has  been  a varied  and  active  one. 
and  he  is  even  now  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
is  in  his  sixty-eighth  year,  hale  and  hearty,  and  bids  .biir 
to  equal  the  longevity  of  his  ancestors.  The  Bible  th.it 
formed  a part  of  his  ancient  library  has  lain  upon  his  of- 
ficial desk  for  thirty  years,  upon  which  he  has  administer- 
ed judicial  oaths  for  that  period,  and  he  hold^  his  am  ien: 
library  as  a loved  relic  and  reminder  of  his  youthful  struu- 
gles  for  an  education. 

Judge  Hulett  is  regarded  as  a sound  elementary  lav,  y^r 
a forcible  writer,  an  able  debater  and  ready  jniblic  s])e.'.l-.er. 
and  a skillful  and  ingenious  civil  engineer.  Ir.  -lii.r;, 
his  whole  career  has  marked  him  as  a man  lioni  to  Iv..  ' 
rather  than  to  follow.  The  jiublic  record.^  of  the  tovr. 
show  that  he  was  an  active  participant  in  the  lui-yM  em  > 
of  the  late  rebellion.  He  was  commissioned,  witli  tneb.  e 
other  gentlemen  of  western  New  York,  b\  (io\ef  ' 
Morgan  to  raise,  equip  and  to  leatl  to  the  fieb!  t.  ■ 
regiment  of  heavy  artillery — Colonel  I’eter  i’.  r:er4 
regiment — which  was  accomplished  in  thirlv  d.iv  ^ ir'.i.i 
the  date  of  Colonel  Porter's  commi^.-^ion.  Tiu'c  rvi.'"';-- 
al.>o  show  thcit  he  devised  and  exemr.ed  .1  'y-teiu  ' - 
which  the  families  of  siildiu''.  veie  r,  : • u ; . 
of  ,se8,ooo,  withou t bomhng  tF.e  ti"vn  o."  i rv.i'up., 
d-ebtedness;  and  that  he  also  initi.Ued  a fund  f>  r the  cr^.  - 
tion  of  a soldiers'  monument.  Plus  fund  w.is  opgm.dly  : . 

Sum-i  were  abided  to  :t  iroin  ye.ir  to  ye.tr  i.  r ; .\e 
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j years,  and  in  the  Centennial  year,  from  this  fund  alone, 
was  erected  the  beautiful  soldiers’ monument  at  the  foot 
of  Falls  street,  in  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls,  which  was 
> dedicated,  and  delivered  by  the  committee  of  construc- 
tion to  the  town  authorities  in  an  elocjuent  and  patriotic 
speei  h by  Judge  Hulett,  the  president  of  the  commis- 
sion, on  the  2oth  day  of  September,  1S76. 

Looking  back  over  a long  life  of  usefulness — a life  de- 
■ voted  to  enterprises  of  more  than  ordinary  magnitude  and 
public  benefit,  and  largely  given  up  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which,  by  his  conspicuous  ability,  energy 
and  honesty,  he  has  won  a home  and  a competence — it  is 
probable  that  Judge  Hulett  sees  little  to  cause  regret  in 
his  mind  for  the  past,  and  much  to  render  him  happy  in 
i the  present,  and  hopeful  as  to  the  future.  He  is  emphati- 
j call}'  a self-made  man.  Starting  with  the  most  meager 
advantages,  and  the  most  unpromising  prospects,  he  has 
surmounted  every  obstacle,  and  having  laid  as  his  founda- 
tion stones  integrity,  industry  and  frugality,  he  is  firmly- 
established  on  the  rocks  of  honor  and  prosperity;  and 
when  he  is  called  to  a better  life  he  will  be  remembered 
, for  what  he  has  done. 

WELL  KNOWN  RESIDENTS  OF  NIAGARA  FALLS 
AND  VICINITY. 

Gertrude  M.  ^Andrews  was  bom  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
i ruary  21st,  1832.  In  May,  1S40,  she  came  to  Niagara 
: Falls,  and  married  .Ambrose  Packard,  of  that  place,  De- 

' cember  20th,  1866.  Mrs.  Packard,  has  one  daughter,  Ger- 
trude R.  Packard.  Her  post-office  address  is  Maple 
' Grove  Farm,  Niagara  Falls. 

Jackson  Angevine,  son  of  Ferris  Angevine,  an  early 
settler  of  the  town  of  Niagara,  was  born  at  Cayuga  Creek, 
in  that  town,  August  24th,  1S2S.  He  was  married  about 
eighteen  years  ago,  and  has  a family.  He  resides  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and 
fruit-growing. 

Francis  C.  Belden,  of  Niagara  Falls,  was  born  April 
20th,  1S49,  at  Cleveland.  Ohio.  He  was  married  to  Aliss 
J.  Maude  Wright,  of  Schenectady,  N.  A^.,  December  22nd. 
1869,  and  removed  to  Niagara  Falls  July  14th,  1875.  He 
fills  the  position  of  ticket  agent  and  telegraph  operator  at 
the  depot  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  H.  R.  R.  R.  Mr.  Belden  is 
master  workman  of  International  Lodge,  No.  6,  A.  O.  U. 
W.,  of  Niagara  Falls. 

Charles  Bierstadt,  landscape  photographer,  Niagara 
Falls,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Solingen,  Prussia,  Novem- 
ber iSth,  1819,  and  came  to  Niagara  Falls  about  fourteen 
years  ago. 

.Antoine  Biron  was  born  in  Luxembourg  .April  15th, 
1842,  and  came  to  Niagara  I'alls,  from  Paris,  France,  in 
December,  1S66.  Mr.  Biron  is  a leading  dealer  in  wines 
and  licpiors.  He  is  president  and  leader  of  the  Niagara 
Falls  Liedertafel. 

George  L.  Brown  was  born  July  28th,  1833,  at  Pitts- 
field, Mass.,  and  came  to  Niagara  Falls  .April  nth,  1853. 
He  is  a locomotive  engineer. 

Wesley  P.  Brown,  a we!!  known  locomotive  engineer, 
was  born  in  Peru,  Berksliire  county,  Ma^s.,  ( )(  tober  iftii. 


1838.  May  27th,  1863,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie 
Sackett,  of  .Adams,  Mass.  He  came  to  Niagara  F'aUs 
Septem!)er  loth,  1855. 

Osborn  Canfield,  for  thirteen  years  a deputy  sheriff  in 
Niagara  county,  was  born  at  A’oungstown,  July  25th, 
1823.  He  was  married  to  Betsey  Hathaway,  of  Youngs- 
town, December  ist,  1845.  October,  1850,  he  removed 
to  Niagara  Falls,  where  he  has  fora  long  time  been  a lead- 
ing coal  dealer. 

.Abram  M.  Chesbrough  was  born  November  14th, 
1814,  at  Dorset,  Vt.,  and  was  married  May  17th,  1S42, 
to  Esther  Ffiiza  Rice,  of  Tinmouth,  A't.  Mr.  Ches- 
brough came  to  the  town  of  Niagara  June  loth,  1850. 
from  Buffalo.  He  is  closely  identified  with  a number  of 
important  business  interests,  being  half  owner  of  the 
great  water  power  at  Niagara  F’alls,  and  interested  in  mill 
I property  and  flouring-mills. 

I Charles  E.  Clarke,  machinist  and  railroad  engineer, 

I Niagara  Falls,  was  born  at  St.  Catharines,  Ontario, 

j March  4th,  1831.  He  was  married  December  30th,  1S56. 

to  Annette  D.  Hathaway,  youngest  daughter  of  Olaf 
Hathaway,  of  A^oungstown.  .Mr.  Clark  was  drafted  in 
the  late  war,  but  furnished  a substitute. 

Henry  Clark,  of  Niagara  F'alls,  was  born  in  that  village 
October  29th,  1826.  Address,  Post-office  Box  146. 

.Alvah  Cluck,  proprietor  of  the  Spencer  House,  Niagara 
F'alls,  was  born  in  Westfield,  N.  A’.,  A.Iarch  nth,  1824. 
.April  istj  1852,  he  married  Margaret  F'raser,  of  Inverness, 
Scotland.  He  came  to  Niagara  Fails  in  1846. 

D.  H.  Cross,  druggist,  Niagara  Falls,  was  born  at 
A’oungstown,  N.  A’.,  in  E)ecember,  1S53,  and  came  to  Ni- 
agara Falls  in  i860. 

Ephraim  Damon,  Niagara  Falls,  well  known  as  an  en- 
gineer on  the  N.  Y.  C.  (N  H.  R.  R.  R.,  was  born  in  Chester- 
field, Mass.,  December  i6th,  1829,  and  married  Novem- 
ber i2th,  1856,  to  Miss  Susan  E.  Robinson,  of  the  town 
of  Niagara. 

Francis  R.  Delano,  cashier  of  the  Cataract  Bank, 
Niagara  Falls,  treasurer  of  the  Niagara  F'alls  Water-Works 
I Company,  and  president  of  the  Merchant’s  Gargh'ng 
; Oil  Company,  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  was  born  in  Lock])ort 
September  6th,  1842,  and  married  to  Elizabeth  Grant,  of 
Niag.  ra  Falls,  October  19th.  1S71.  Mr.  Delano  came  to 
Niagara  F'alls  from  Boston,  September  ist,  1S70. 

James  T.  I'ulton,  jr.,  president  of  the  village  of  Niag- 
! ara  F'alls,  was  born  at  Richmond  Flill,  Ontario,  Se[item- 
I ber  19th,  1836,  and  came  Niagara  F'alls  in  1864,  frop' 

I Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr.  Fulton  is  the  owner  and  nianag- 
I er  of  the  International  Flotel,  Niagara  Falls,  and  is  at 
I present  organizing  the  Windsor  Flotel  Coinjiany  ot  Mon- 
] treal,  Canada. 

I Louis  Flenry  Fetigue  Hamilton,  pro'prietor  of  Hamil- 
j ton's  dining  hall,  Niagara  F'alls,  N.  A’.,  was  born  in 
! Washington,  D.  C.,  October  2nd,  1S24.  He  was  married 
■ at  Gene\a,  A'.,  in  1845,  and  came  to  Niagara  Fail>  in 
i May,  1847. 

G.  M.  Harrington,  Niagara  F’alls.  was  born  February 
I 13th,  1850,  at  Rochoter,  N.  Y.,  and  married  to  Sarah  G. 
Wood,  «>f  Rochoter,  ('ctober  17th,  1S72.  Mr.  llarring- 
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5 II  I Mine  to  Niagara  Falls  June  20th,  1872.  He  has 
i.eiii  iileiiiified  with  the  fire  department.  He  i.s  a ma- 
, • ami  gas  engineer  and  superintendent  of  the  Ni- 
_ .1  ; 1 .dU  (7as  Company. 

K.iwland  F.  Hill,  of  the  firm  of  Hill  &:  Murray,  pulp 
:...mui.i<:turers,  Niagara  Falls,  was  born  May  24th,  1839, 

1;  .Ni.iaara  Falls,  and  married  October  7th,  1S74,  to  l.ouisa 
i'.  .k'.r.  of  New  ^'ork  city. 

,\Ir>.  Henry  H.  Hill  was  born  near  Fort  Ceorge.  Cana- 
<1.!.  in  1^12,  and  came  to  Niagara  in  .1815.  In  1S36  she 
w.is  m.trried  to  Henry  H.  Hill.  Post-office,  Niagara  I 
Falls. 

Hon.  George  W.  Holley,  Niagara  Falls,  is  the  author 
of  a i>opular  work  entitled:  " Niagara,  its  History  and 
Incidents,  Geology  and  Poetry.”  While  a member  of  the 
l.egislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1832  and  1853, 
he  originated  and  .secured  the  passage  of  a law  requiring 
the  compulsory  education  of  all  children  between  eight 
and  fourteen  years  of  age  in  all  towns  and  cities  contain- 
int:  a certain  number  of  inhabitants,  which,  with  certain 
amendments,  is  still  in  force.  It  was  the  first  law  of  so 
decided  a character  po-'"-ed  in  any  State  in  the  Union. 

O.  G.  Johnson,  of  . tara  Falls,  was  born  in  Norwich, 

Vt.,  June  2ist,  1873.  He  was  married  to  Jane  A. 
Symonds,  of  Manchester,  N.  Y.,  February  9th,  1843. 

Mr.  Johnson  came  irom  V'ermont  in  1834.  He  is  a 
builder. 

Addison  D.  Loucks,  of  the  firm  of  Tompkins  iSc  Loucks, 
was  born  in  Pekin,  N.  Y.,  November  19th,  1850.  His 
post-office  address  is  La  Salle,  where  the  firm  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  sale  of  lumber,  having  a planing- 
mill  and  lumber  yard.  Mr.  Loucks’s  father  was  for  a long 
time  a prominent  merchant  of  Pekin. 

Joseph  Mason,  farmer  and  fruit-grower.  La  Salle,  was 
born  at  that  place  December  17th,  1851.  He  is  a son  of 
the  late  John  Mason,  for  many  years  postmaster  at  La 
Salle. 

Rev.  P.  Moynihan,  Catholic  priest,  Niagara  Falls,  as- 
sumed the  pastorate  of  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  the 
( Cataract  in  1869.  He  was  born  in  Killarnery,  Ireland, 

i -August  20th.  1844. 

I Henry  Ortt,  mason.  La  Salle,  was  born  in  Lehigh 

I county.  Pa.,  .August  23d,  1S24,  and  has  lived  at  La  Salle 

‘ since  1833. 

i Charley  B.  Osterhout,  for  the  past  twenty-five  years 

passenger  agent  at  Niagara  Falls  of  the  New  A’ork  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  was  born  in  Victor,  N.  Y.,  February  22nd, 
1830,  and  came  to  Niagara  Falls  in  1833. 

.Ambrose  Packard,  deceased,  husband  of  Mrs.  G.  M_ 
Packard,  of  Maple  Grove  Farm,  in  the  town  of  Niagara, 
was  born  February  13th,  1S26,  at  Enfield.  .Mass.  I'ccem- 
ber  20th,  iS6f),  he  wa.-,  married  to  Gertrude  M.  .Andrews, 
of  Niagara  Falls.  .Mr.  Packard  came  to  Niagara  from 
Massachusetts  about  :-^32,  and  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred January  1 Stli,  1.870. was  e\tensi\  e!y  eng. iged  in  farm- 
ing and  fruit-growing,  and  also,  in  pariner>hip  with  '.Ir. 
Lyman  C.  Groves,  in  the  manufactiire  of  lime. 

Charles  H.  Packard,  of  Niagara  I'alls,  w.cs  liorn  in 
.■'pringfield.  Mass.,  July  7th,  1832,  and  came  to  Niagara 


' Falls  in  May,  1849.  December  3rd,  1S74.  lie  \\.c>  m.ir- 
rieil  to  Celia  .A.  Burns,  of  Rochester.  .Mr.  P.ick..nl  : - 
I held  a number  of  village  offices,  and  is  a dealer  in  bailc- 
! ing  and  paving  stone. 

Kirk  P.  Par>ons,  farmer  and  aaent  for  agricultural  im- 
plements. post-office  address  Niagara  Falls,  wa-,  br,rn 
October  icth,  i.-y:;!,  in  the  town  of  Niagara.  .\j  rh  21-’. 
1877.  he  married  Martha  J.  Dodd,  of  Buffalo.  .Mr.  I’.ir- 
sons  was  engaged  for  some  months  in  the  relief  of  'uu'er- 
ers  by  prairie  fires  in  Kansas,  in  1871  and  1872. 

John  S.  Pierce  was  born  March  icth,  1827,  at  Niagara 
Falls.  He  was  married  September  12th.  1S55,  to  l.anra 
Smith,  of  Ogden,  N.  Y.  He  is  a resident  of  Niagara  Falls, 
where  he  is  the  proprietor  of  a meat  market.  Mr.  Picn  e 
has  been  a deputy  custom-house  officer  for  three  years, 
and  served  eight  years  as  chief  of  police  of  the  villaee  of 
Niagara  Falls. 

Henry  F.  Pierce,  banker  and  v.ffiolesale  coal  merchant, 
Niagara  PMUs,  was  born  October  nth,  1840,  in  ’.Vheat- 
field,  and  came  to  Niagara  Falls  in  1830.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Jane  Samways,  of  Niagara,  September  23  th.  I'sh'S. 

I He  served  with  credit  through  the  late  war,  taking  rank 
as  first  lieutenant  and  major,  and  was  brevetted  lieiitcnant- 
i colonel  for  meritorious  conduct  on  the  field.  He  has 
served  three  terms  as  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Niagara, 
and  as  trustee  and  president  of  the  village  of  Niagara 
Falls. 

. Charles  H.  Piper,  attorney  and  U.  S.  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner,  was  born  in  Northwood,  N.  H..  .April  3d. 

! 1824.  He  came  to  Lewiston  while  yet  young,  and  re- 

; moved  to  -Niagara  Falls  May  6th,  1S30,  where  he  wa^ 

I married,  June  29th,  1838,  to  Charlote  C.  Hulctt,  daugh- 
i ter  of  Judge  Theodore  G.  Hulett. 

Hon.  William  Pool,  of  Niagara  Falls,  is  a native  of 
Lewiston,  having  been  born  in  that  town  on  the  15th  o* 
May,  1S23.  His  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Lewiston.  Mr.  Pool  married  Wealthy  V.'oolson.  of  I. •.'•vis- 
ton,  December  20th,  184S.  He  removed  to  Ni:i-2"-ra 
Falls  in  May,  1834,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
printing  and  publishing  business,  being  at  the  p.-c'c.-'.: 
time  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  A7</gn/r<?  /-'.///s  (7/- 
zeUt\  During  the  administration  of  Millard  Fillm'-r-.  he 
was  postmaster  at  Dickersonville,  and  from  1867  to  1.873 
held  the  same  position  at  Niagara  Falls.  In  i'67  i.-e 
was  a member  of  .-Assembly  from  his  district,  and  v.  .is 
delegate  to  the  last  Republican  national  convention  fnen 
this  Congressional  district. 

Benjamin  Rhodes,  civil  engineer,  came  t-i  Ni.ia.ir.-'. 
Falls  in  1S74.  and  has  since  been  empk-ced  as  - r."- 

tendent  of  the  Niagara  Falls  and  Cliiton  .'•••.r.' 
P-ridge. 

Fred  -V.  Rice,  phys'cian  and  surgeon.  N'.’.g.ira  I-.:..-, 
was  born  at  that  place  February  3rd.  1S36. 

Steplten  Snleno  was  b'>rn  Novemi'c-r  22''  ’. 
■Montreal.  i'.in..-!a,  u i - .•  t-  - ' 

23th,  1849.  He  wmj  m.irr  •!  De  ei;  ■ ' -'f  - 

F.  Jeanette  Tompkins,  of  the  town  of  Nia_::.’.  . Mr, 
Stleno  is  eng.Tgc'cl  in  the  sale  of  hardware.  I’--''-  e, 
Nia-uar.l  I'a’l'.  He  cipiain  in  t':-  .N.  \ 
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I southern  recruiting  agent  in  Mississippi,  for  Niagara 
I county,  in  1S64. 

William  Samways,  v,ho  has  been  justice  of  the  peace 
at  Niagara  F'alls  since  1S60,  was  born  at  Littleberry, 
Devonshire,  Fmgland,  Sei>tember  19th,  iSio,  and  came  to 
Niagara  county  from  Huffalo  June  loth,  1844.  Mr.  Sam- 
ways served  in  1863,  1864  and  1865  as  justice  of  sessions 
for  N’iagara  county.  He  has  been  three  times  elected 
president  of  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls,  having  served  in 
that  ca[)acity  in  the  years  1875,  1876  and  1877. 

Hazard  H.  Sheldon,  who  has  been  president  of  the 
village  of  Niagara  F'alls  and  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
town  of  Niagara,  was  born  March  8th,  1821,  at  Bridge- 
water,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  November 
j 23rd,  1852,  to  Martha  A.  Judd,  of  Frankfort,  FTerkimer 

I county,  N.  Y.  In  May,  1854,  he  removed  to  Niagara 

Falls,  w’here  he  has  since  been  engaged  as  an  attorney  and 
counsellor  at  law.  Mr.  Sheldon  was  captain  of  Company 

M,  8th  heavy  artillery,  N.  Y.  Vol's,  and  major  in  the  N.Y. 

N.  G. 

James  B.  Smith,  agent  American  E.xpress  Company,  at 
Clifton,  Ontario,  was  born  in  Scotland  February  6th, 
1838,  and  came  to  Clifton  July  i6th,  1857.  He  was 
’ married  July  3rd,  1866,  to  Mary  F.  Webster,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Franklin  Spalding,  of  Niagara  Falls,  was  born  at  Lew- 
' iscon,  N.  Y.,  August  8th,  1815.  He  was  married  Octo- 
tober  10th,  1839,  to  Sarah  C.  Jackson,  of  Lockport.  Mr. 
Spalding  was  sheriff  of  Niagara  county  from  1826  to 
1829,  and  cobector  of  customs  for  the  district  of  Niagara 
from  1861  to  1870. 

Samuel  F.  Symonds,  agent  for  Mrs.  Colonel  Peter  A. 
Porter,  of  Niagara  Falls,  was  born  February  loth,  iSi6, 
at  Lee,  Mass.,  and  came  to  Niagara  F’alls  March  5th, 
1823.  He  was  married  March  4th,  1838,  to  Daphne 
Johnson,  of  Niagara  Falls. 

H.  S.  Tompkins,  of  the  firm  of  Tompkins  & Loucks, 
owners  of  planing-mill  and  lumber  yard  at  La  Salle,  was 
born  at  La  Salle,  February  3d,  1848.  March  2nd,  1871, 
he  was  married  to  Marie,  daughter  of  Jacob  Yogt,  of 
Niagara.  In  connection  with  the  business  of  the  hrm, 
Mr.  Tompkins  is  individually  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  brick  and  drain  tile,  and  in  farming  and  fruit- 
growing. 

Samuel  Tompkins  was  born  March  9th,  180S,  at  Bay 
Quinte,  Canada  \Vest,  and  came  to  Niagara  in  February, 
1815,  and  has  liva-d  in  the  town  ever  .since.  He  i>  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  fruit-growing,  the  sale  of  lunPocr, 
and  the  manufacture  of  brick  draining  tile,  at  La  Salle, 
and  in  coal  mining  operations  in  Utah.  He  was  deputy 
United  States  marshal  in  1863,  and  is  the  presenthighway 
commissioner  of  the  town  of  Niagara. 

'Fhomas  Tugby,  prcjpriet'm  of  'I'ugby's  Bazar,  Niagara 
Falls,  was  born  in  Lei<  estershire.  England.  November  3d, 
1826,  and  c.ime  to  Niagara  Falls  in  1852,  marrving  Miss 
Jennie  Shep  ird,  of  that  village,  January  21st,  1863. 

Jacob  I.  Vogt,  retire<l  fanner,  was  born  February  3d, 
i8[2,  at  Philadelphia.  Pa.  He  came  from  l.ancaster  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  to  the  town  of  Niagara  in  1828.  During  ih.e  pas! 
few  yearj  Mr.  Vogt  lias  dealt  in  real  est.Ue  to  some  ex- 
tent. For  a p'  rio<i  of  r venty-five  year-,  lie  lias  served 
tlie  town  as  highway  commissioner  or  assessor. 

Thomas  \'.’eh  h was  born  October  ist,  1850,  at  Cam- 
ilbis,  N.  \ . • Mr.  Welch  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Web  h 
N Ryan,  diy  goo(U  merchants  of  Niagara  F.dls.  From 


1873  to  1875  he  was  freight  agent  of  the  N.  \'.  C.  N H. 
R.  R.  R.,  at  Niagara  Falls.  He  was  c lerk  of  the  %il!age 
for  the  years  1874  and  1875,  and  sui>ervisor  of  the  tow  n 
of  Niagara  for  the  years  1876-78.  He  has  been  a notary 
public  since  1874,  and  served  as  treasurer  of  the  soldiers^ 
and  sailors’  monumental  commission  for  the  erection  of 
the  soldiers’  monument,  Niagara  F’alls. 

Mrs.  F’.  West,  manufacturer  of  mineral  waters,  Niagara 
F’alls,  was  born  June  i8th,  1822,  in  Bath,  F’mgland.  She 
I was  married  March  19th,  1S42,  to  Mr.  F.  West,  of  Turn- 
bridge,  Flngland,  and  came  to  Niagara  F’alls  May  ist, 

j 1^52- 

i FU  L.  Whittaker,  teller  in  the  Cataract  Bank,  Niagara 
Falls,  w'as  born  in  Youngstown,  Niagara  county,  Septem- 
ber 26th,  1855,  and  came  to  Niagara  F'alls  April  14th, 

1875- 

S.  M.  N.  Whitney  was  born  October  7th,  1815,  at  Ni- 
agara F’alls.  He  was  married  in  1840  to  Frances  E. 
Drake,  of  Saratoga,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Whitney  is  one  of  the 
firm  of  Whitney,  Jerauld  &:  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Cata- 
ract Hotel,  Niagara  Falls.  In  1835  he  was  appointed 
I quartermaster  of  the  5th  brigade  of  infantry,  and  .April 
j 30th,  1838,  he  received  the  ap[iointment  of  iu\/e  de  camp 
i to  the  major  of  the  24th  division  of  infantry. 

John  ^\'illiams  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  22nd,  1849, 
and  married  to  Mary  Zeiger,  of  Niagara  Falks,  Octoiier 
I 3tst,  1S72.  Mr.  Williams  became  a resident  of  Niagara 
j Falls  in  1858,  where  he  is  a leading  grocer. 

\ Jacob  M.  Witrner,  miller,  farmer  and  banker,  Niagara 
Falls,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Niagara,  July  231!.  1835. 

George  W.  Wright  was  born  in  Flngland  on  the  25th.  of 
March,  1830,  and  came  to  Niagara  Falls  December  19th, 
1859,  from  Canada.  Mr.  Wright  is  an  architect,  and  the 
present  lessee  of  the  “ Cave  of  the  Winds,”  Goat  Island. 

John  Young,  farmer,  was  born  January  i6th,  1814.  in 
Sparta,  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.  Fie  came  to  the  town 
of  Niagara  in  1817,  and  has  continued  to  reside  there  since, 
his  post-office  being  Niagara  Falls. 

Samuel  P.  V'oung  was  born  December  i8th,  1S36,  in 
the  town  of  Niagara,  N.  Y.  For  a number  of  years  .Mr. 
A'oung  has  been  a dealer  in  Euro[ie  in  .American  agricul- 
tural implements,  having  gone  to  Russia  in  1859  and 
introduced  there  the  first  reaj.ing  machine  of  .Vmerican 
manufacture.  He  holds  the  position  of  U.  S.  consul  at 
I Moscow,  Russia,  having  been  ap[;oinled  during  the  ad- 
I ministration  of  ['resident  Lincoln. 

’ To  the  foregoing  list  may  be  added  the  following 
! names  : 

I Cornelius  Campbell,  W.  R.  Robinson,  Daniel  H.  Ford, 
i S.  G.  Baldwin,  T.  W.  Robinson,  J.  F.  'I’rott,  S.  Pettibone, 
i FI.  J.  McKenna,  William  Walker,  William  Cannon,  .Mrs. 
i G.  Sims,  J.  W,  Lafiin,  G.  G.  Davis,  D.  J.  'I’ownsend, 
Dr.  F'.  ,\.  Rice,  J.  Binkley,  John  F'etsch.  Willi.am  I nnd- 
reth,  W.  Sliepard,  Jo.->e|)h  Sturdy.  Bernard  I’feiffer.  Thomas 
j E.  Clark,  D.  I’hilips,  G.  C.  Clark.  .M.D.,  J.  H.  Ubisler,  G. 

E.  Curtis,  Mark  WelU,  George  S.  H.anes,  insurance  aeent ; 

I S.  'F.  Murray,  .A.  Kaltenbach,  .^^r•^.  George  !’.  Eddy,  H. 

' .N.  Griffith.  .Mrs.  .M.  Wheaton,  Jo->e[di  .M.ickenna,  Bridget 

1 Fitzgerald.  .A,irr>n  Shrim|iton,  .A,  F.  .Nu^-.baum,  L.  C. 

Grave  . and  C.  M.  uiier , ! frri: w • ; n.] 

Georee  Dai  v,  whc.e  ; --it-'  t ■ e ;■>  .\i.  .'r^  1 ; ! un 

In  ’ I 

Burdett,  friiit-gruu er.  .Alexander  C.  1,  n.ird,  met'  n nt 
i and  postmaster,  ILram  D.  .Mun  on,  fruit-grower.  I).miel 
j Ftietrick,  carpenter,  all  of  La  Salle;  John  Bender,  tlluton. 
i Ont.  ; and  Mr-..  H.  W (’:.irk,  Cl.irks\ille. 
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SUSPENSION  r.RlDC.i:— R()IUNS(^N’S  RIDI'.  DOWN  'I'lIE  RAPIDS. 


I THE  VILLAGE  OF  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE. 
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^ ^ history  of  this  village  is  coincident  wi 
' ' that  of  the  great  railway  suspension  bridge, 

from  which  it  has  derived  its  name.  Its  name 
previous  to  its  incorporation,  June  8th,  1854, 
was  Bellevue.  From  that  date  it  was  known 
as  Niagara  City  for  some  years.  It  has  since  been 
called  Suspension  Bridge,  which  name  it  will  prob- 
ably bear  for  a long  time,  or  until  the  great  international 
railway  bridge  ceases  to  be  the  attractive  object  of  inter- 
est which  it  has  ever  been  since  its  completion. 

The  village  is  pleasantly  located  on  the  Niagara  river 
about  two  miles  below  the  falls,  within  plain  view  from 
the  village  of  Niagara  Falls  and  opposite  the  pleasant 
little  Canadian  railway  town  of  Clifton.  It  participates 
with  its  sister  village  of  Niagara  Falls  in  the  patronage  of 
the  large  yearly  visitation  of  people  from  abroad  to  view 
the  wonders  and  attractions  of  the  Niagara.  It  is  a thriv- 
ing place  of  business  and  industry,  one  of  its  greatest 
interests  being  that  of  the  several  railway  lines  which 
pass  through  it.  It  is  also  a port  of  entry,  and  the  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  collection  of  customs  forms  no 
insignificant  portion  of  its  commercial  activity. 

It  is  well  supplied  with  churches  and  schools,  and  has 
its  newspaper,  which  is  well  supported. 


INITIAL  EVENTS. 

In  1845  there  were  but  two  houses  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  village,  and  these  were  the  farm  houses  of 
Ehnu  P.  Graves  and  Orson  Childs.  The  only  other 
building  of  any  kind  is  said  to  ha\  e been  (juite  a large 
but  inexpensive  structure  over  a sulphur  spring  on  the 
river  bank  a little  north  of  the  end  of  the  suspension 
bridge,  which  in  former  times  was  much  resorted  to  by 
the  people  in  the  vicinity,  and  formed  an  object  of  inter- 
est to  visitors  from  abroad.  The  vein  which  supplied  it 
was  cut  off  or  turned  from  its  course  at  the  time  the  an- 
chor plates  of  the  first  sus[iension  bridge  were  being  jnit 
down,  and  since  that  date  the  sujiply  has  been  very  small 
and  tlie  water  weaker  in  medicinal  ipialities. 

The  land  upon  wliich  the  village  stands  was  owned  in 
three  jiarts  by  E.  P.  (,ira\  es,  ( )rson  Childs  and  an  Eng- 
lishman named  \\'i!!ianison.  T!ie  tract  of  the  last  named 
per-on  was  the  central  one,  and  embraced  the  jioint  of 
landing  of  the  suspension  bridge.  In  1S45  Colonel  [ohn 
Fisk,  a prominent  railroad  man,  of  Rochester,  N.  V.. 
General  Cliarles  11.  Stuart,  of  Scheiiectadv,  V.  E.  ^'ed- 
der,  ot  ( iem,\  a,  and  Roswell  G.  lleiiedii  t,  of  Saratoga,  ^ 


formed  a copartnership  under  the  title  of  the  Bellevue 
Land  Company. 

The  object  of  this  company  was  to  purchase  a porti(jn 
of  the  land  occupied  by  the  present  village,  pre])arator\ 
to  the  inauguration  of  a series  of  enterprises  and  improve- 
ments at  that  point.  'I'he  first  work  done  was  the  con- 
struction of  a narrow,  though  safe,  road  down  the  river 
bank,  beginning  at  a point  near  the  end  of  the  bridge  and 
terminating  at  a landing  at  the  water’s  edge  a little  furtlicr 
up  stream.  In  1846  the  “ .Maid  of  the  Mist  ” was  con- 
structed in  the  eddy  above  the  bridge,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  pleasure  parties  and  for  use  as  a means  of  fer- 
riage across  the  river  at  that  point.  In  1854  a larger  and 
stronger  craft  was  built  at  Buffalo  for  the  projirietors  In- 
Messrs.  Bidwell  & Banta,  and  was  launched  fuly  14th 
of  the  same  year.  For  a time  the  result  of  the  outlav  of 
the  proprietors  seemed  to  promise  all  that  they  had 
hoped  for;  but  in  consequence  of  strong  opposition  from 
parties  having  opposing  interests,  resulting  in  a dian&c  of 
regulations  detrimental  to  the  success  of  the  venture,  the 
business  was  attended  by  so  considerable  a loss  that 
Mr.  \V.  O.  Buchanan,  who  owned  the  ‘‘  Maid  of  the  .Mi.->t  ” 
at  that  time,  ,decid:d  to  sell  her  in  1861.  In  pur>u- 
ance  of  this  plan  he  decided  to  accept  an  offer  for 
her  delivery  to  parties  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  provided  he  could  find  some  man  darir.4 
enough  to  navigate  her  through  the  Whirlpool,  down  liie 
swu’ft  descent  to  Lewiston  and  thence  to  Niagara,  ojip.osite 
Youngstown.  This  difficult  and  hazardous  undertaking 
was  under  consideration  for  some  time;  and  it  is  said 
that  some  of  the  most  experienced  navigators  of  tlie 
rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence  came  to  consult  with  the 
proprietor,  and  to  view  the  A\'hirI[)ool  and  decide  upon 
the  practicability  of  the  venture.  U.sed  as  these  men 
were  to  dangerous  navigation,  they  utterly  declined  to 
risk  their  lives  in  an  undertaking  promising  onlv  de.r.h 
to  any  man  foolhardy  enough  to  attemiit  it.  In  this 
emergency,  Joel  R.  Robinson,  whose  daring  h,is  c.uisei! 
him  to  be  remembered  as  “the  hero  of  the  r.ipids,''<  ame 
forward  and  offered  to  run  the  craft  through  the  W iiirl;  ,1 
and  land  her  safely  at  the  mouth  of  the  river;  and  I.;ii;e- 
Mclnt\  re  and  James  II.  Jones  volunteered  O'  .u  c.'.m;',i:;\- 
him,  the  former  to  assist  him  at  tire  wheel  aiui  ihe  1 itier 
engineer.  It  has  been  claimed  that  the-.e  two  men  w -.-re  '■.•  ' 
aware  of  tire  nature  of  the  danger  they  were  ..h"  ; tvj  , 
counter,  and  that  they  were  induced  to  embarX  1",  ;,..-.r'  ■ - 
rcsentation  on  the  part  of  Robinson  and  liucli.in.in,  ■ ne  • 
w h.om  hml  long  been  possessed  !>v  an  in^.-ine  de'^ire  to  m..k. 
an  attempt  to  nav'g.itc  tire  Whiriiool  in  ,i  \es--ei,  .md.  t 
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otiior  of  wlioni  was  in  such  a desperate  financial  strait  a« 
to  be  willing  to  resort  to  anv  means,  however  dishonor- 
able, to  reap  the  benefits  wliii  h would  accrue  from  the 
sale  of  the  vessel  on  I.ake  Ontario.  But  upon  investiga- 
tion much  evidence  apjiears  to  induce  the  belief  that,  like 
Roliinson,  both  McIntyre  and  Jones  were  fulls'  aware  of 
th.e  peril  they  were  about  to  encounter,  and  went  aboard 
of  the  “ Maid  of  the  Mi>t”  with  full  knowledge  that  they 
were  to  navigate  her  through  the  Whirjiool,  where  no  ves- 
sel had  ever  passed  before,  and  where  it  is  probable  no 
vessel  will  ever  pass  again.  She  left  the  landing  at  Niag- 
ara City  a few  minutes  past  three  o’clock,  and  heading 
up  stream  for  a short  distance,  described  a graceful  curve 
and  bore  down  the  river.  Soon  she  was  struggling  with 
the  rapids,  and  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  keep  her 
on  the  Canada  side,  out  of  the  most  violent  current, 
she  darted  into  the  Whirpool.  It  was  dangerous  to 
attempt  to  manage  her  by  means  of  the  wheel,  and 
for  a brief  time  she  was  almost  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  terrific  eddies  of  the  Whirpool,  in 
whose  waters  she  was  almost  submerged  and  damaged 
to  some  extent,  losing  her  smoke-stack  in  the  passage. 
It  was  a moment  of  awful  peril,  unparalleled  in  the  his- 
tory of  steam  navigation;  but  it  was  soon  passed,  and  the 
gallant  little  “ Maid  ” was  galloping  down  the  swift  de- 
scent to  Lewiston,  darting  like  a feather  borne  on  the 
wind  around  the  sudden  windings  of  the  stream.  She 
landed  at  Queenston,  opposite  Lewiston,  in  the  incredibly 
short  space  of  seventeen  minutes  from  the  time  of  her 
departure  from  the  landing.  Here  several  friends  of  the 
daring  navigators  were  taken  on  board,  and  then  the  boat 
headed  out  into  the  channel,  and  after  touching  at  Youngs- 
town crossed  over  to  Niagara,  the  place  of  her  destina- 
tion. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Robinson  declared  that  one  such 
experience  was  more  than  enough  to  satisfy  him,  and  that 
he  would  not  engage  to  repeat  it.  It  is  stated  by  one 
who  knew  him  that  the  effect  of  this  trip  upon  Robinson 
was  decidedly  marked.  Mrs.  Robinson  asserted  to  the 
same  person  that  “ he  was  twenty  years  older  when  he 
came  home  that  day  than  when  he  went  out  !”  She  further 
said  that  he  sank  into  his  chair  like  one  exhausted  by 
great  fatigue.  He  decided  to  abandon  the  water,  and 
often  expressed  a wish  that  his  sons  should  do  the  same. 

\Vhth  characteristic  enterprise,  the  Bellevue  Land  Com- 
pany began  to  make  [iropositions  to  capitalists,  with  offers 
of  land  upon  which  to  erect  manufactories  or  other 
buildings,  for  use  in  business  that  would  tend  to  establish 
the  place  on  a solid  foundation  and  inaugurate  a heathful 
enterp'rise,  le.uling  to  its  ultimate  prosperity. 

In  1.S46  or  1S47  the  grist-mill  since  known  as  Witmer’s 
mill  was  erected. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE 
CO.MP.VNY 

was  organized  .August  21st.  1847.  The  board  of  directors 
was  made  u|)  as  follows;  William  H.  Merritt,  I'liomas  C. 
Street,  J.  Cummings,  Cliarles  11.  Stuart,  J.  Oswald,  Samuel 
Zimmerman,  Washington  Hunt,  Samuel  He  \'eaux. 


Charles  Evans,  Isaac  C.  Colton,  Lot  Clark;  superinten- 
dent, William  O.  Buchanan. 

The  first  suspension  bridge  was  built  under  the  s;i].er- 
vision  of  Mr.  Charles  Ellet,  in  1848.  The  following  in- 
teresting account  of  this  work,  and  the  greater  one  whic  h 
followed  it,  is  from  “ Niagara,"  a book  recently  written 
,ind  published  by  Hon.  G.  W.  Holley,  of  Niagara  Ealls; 

“ .Mr.  Charles  Ellet,  in  1848,  built  the  first  suspension 
bridge  over  the  chasm.  He  offered  a reward  of  five  dol- 
lars to  any  one  who  would  get  a string  across  it.  The 
next  windy  day  all  the  boys  in  the  neighborhood  were 
kiting,  though  not  in  the  Wall  street  manner,  and  before 
night  a lucky  youth  landed  his  kite  in  Canada  and  re- 
ceived the  reward.  Of  this  little  string  were  born,  so  to 
speak,  the  large,  cables  which  support  the  present  vast 
structure.  But  the  first  iron  successor  of  the  string  was 
a small  wire  cable,  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 
To  this  was  suspended  a wire  basket  in  which  two  per- 
sons could  cross  the  chasm.  The  basket  was  attached  to 
an  endless  rope,  worked  by  a windlass  on  each  bank. 
The  ride  down  to  the  center  was  rapid  and  delightful. 
The  pause  over  the  center  of  the  abyss  was  apt  to  make 
the  coolest  persons  a little  anxious,  and  the  jerky  motion 
up  the  opposite  side  was  rather  annoying.  The  engineer 
was  bold  and  brilliant  rather  than  profound  in  his  pro- 
fession. .At  an  entertainment  given  on  the  occasion  of 
the  completion  of  the  bridge  the  good  people  of  the  em- 
bryo village,  elated  with  their  new  acquisition,  were  in- 
clined to  regard  their  neighbors  at  the  Falls  with  rather  a 
patronizing  sympathy.  One  of  the  latter  said  to  Mr. 
Ellet,  ‘ This  bridge  is  a very  clever  affair,  and  you  only- 
need  the  falls  here  to  build  up  quite  a respectable  vil- 
lage.’ ‘Well,’  he  replied,  ‘ give  me  money  enough  and  I 
will  put  them  here.’  He  had  great  faith  in  dollar- 
power,  even  to  the  adding  of  the  supreme  adjective. 

“ This  bridge  was  an  excellent  auxiliary  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  present  railway  suspension  bridge,  buil, 
by  Mr.  John  .A.  Roebling.  It  was  commenced  in  1852. 
and  the  first  locomotive  crossed  it  in  March,  1855.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  examples  of  modern  engineering. 
It  is  unicp.ie,  and  stands  unrivaled  for  its  grace,  beautv 
and  strength.  It  is  one  of  the  few  structures  that  nof 
only  harmonize  with  th.e  grand  scenery  of  the  vicinitv. 
but  even  augment  its  impressiveness.  It  is  eminentlv 
appropriate  to  the  locality,  and  admirably  fitted  for  the 
purpose  it  was  designed  to  serve.  Its  plan  is  original, 
a[)t  and  excellent  in  every  way.  It  was  necessary  that 
its  railway  track  should  be  as  high  as  the  secondarv  banks 
of  the  river.  It  was  also  desirable  to  have  a carriage  wav. 
It  was  wholly  inexpedient  to  have  the  two  side  by  side. 
Frightened  horses  and  careless  people  would  cause  manv 
serious  accidents.  Besides  this,  the  terminus  of  the 
carriage  way  would  be  too  far  from  the  banks  of  the 
river. 

“ Sei.dng  at  once  iqinn  the  natural  capabilitic'  "f 
location,  the  engineer  resol ved  to  combine  th.e  advair 
of  two  systems  of  construction,  those  of  the  tubular  and 
suspension  bridges.  The  carriage  way  was  placed  level 
with  the  banks  of  the  river  at  the  edges  of  the  cl•.a^m. 
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=.  ^ r.iiUi.iv  trai  k was  placed  eighteen  feet  above,  on  a 
"ith  the  top  of  the  secondary  banks  across  which 
. -i-  two  railroads  were  to  approach  it.  The  jilan  was 
,<rfe<  t,  and  perfectly  and  faithfully  executed  in  all  its 
,'^t.ids.  It  is  practically  a skeleton  tube.  As  the  traveler 
j iv>cs  over  it  in  the  carriage  or  the  railroad  car,  from  the 
■ 'tnost  total  absence  of  any  vibratory  motion  he  feels  at 
■;ve  tiiat  he  is  on  a safe  basis,  and  his  sense  of  security 
1%  complete.  While  contemplating  the  grand  scenery 
which  may  be  viewed  from  its  floor,  we  may  reverently 
fcjv)ice  that  the  Creator  has  given  to  man,  his  creature, 
ihc  capacity  to  comprehend,  admire,  utilize  and  adorn  it. 

“One  feature  in  the  construction  of  the  bridge  may  be 
■i.itu  ed  as  having  a bearing  on  the  question  of  its  dura- 
bilitv.  It  is  well  known  that  when  wrought  iron  is 
exposed  to  long  continued  or  oft  repeated  and  rapid 
i t>nt  ussions,  its  fibres  after  a time  become  granulated, 
whereby  its  strength  is  greatly  impaired  and  finally  ex- 
hausted. It  is  also  known  that  the  effect  of  rhythmical 
or  regular  vibrations  is  more  destructive  than  the  effect 
of  those  which  are  inharmonious  or  irregular.  Because 
of  this  no  body  of  men  is  allowed  to  march  to  music 
across  the  bridge,  nor  a large  number  of  cattle  allowed  to 
cross  at  once,  lest  they  should,  by  accident,  fall  into  a 
time  step  and  so  overstrain  or  break  down  the  bridge. 
It  is  the  difference  between  a single  heavy  blow  and  an 
irregular  succession  of  light  ones.  Hence,  when  harmo- 
nious, regular  vibrations  can  be  broken  up,  the  destruct- 
ive effect  is  greatly  modified  and  retarded. 

" 'I'he  bridge  is  supported  by  two  large  cables  on  each 
side,  one  pair  above  the  other,  the  lower  pair  being  nearer 
together  horizontally  than  the  upper  pair,  so  that  a cross 
section  of  the  skeleton  tube  w^ould  be  shaped  somewhat 
like  the  keystone  of  an  arch.  Each  of  these  large  cables 
is  ten  inches  in  diameter  and  is  composed  of  seven 
smaller  ones  called  strands.  These  smaller  strands  are 
made  of  number  nine  wire,  and  each  one  contains  five 
hundred  and  twenty  wires.  Each  of  these  wires  was 
boiled  three  several  times  in  linseed  oil,  so  that  it  was 
covered  with  an  oleaginous  coating  of  considerable 
thickness  and  great  adhesive  power.  Each  wire  was 
carried  across  the  river  separately,  from  tower  to  tower,  by 
a contrivance  of  the  engineers,  the  chief  feature  of  which 
was  a light  iron  p)ulley  about  twenty  inches  in  diameter, 
suspended  on  what  might  be  called  a wire  cord.  'I'his 
apparatus  was  called  a traveler,  and  curious  and  interest- 
ing was  its  performance  as  seen  from  below.  It  looked 
like  a huge  spider  weaving  an  iron  web  that  might — per- 
hajis  will — defy  the  fates. 

" Six  of  the  seven  strands  forming  a large  cable  were 
laid  around  the  seventh  as  a center,  and  when  all  were 
properly  [)!aced  they  were  again  saturated  with  oil  and 
paint.  After  this,  by  another  contrivance  of  the  engin- 
eers, they  were  wound  or  wrapped  with  wire,  like  winding 
a rope  cable  with  marlin,  and  thus  the  whole  i .iMe  was 
thoroughly  lontpacted  laterally  and  made  into  a itu.ge. 
round  iron  rope.  This  is  covered  with  mtmerous  coats  of 
paint,  so  that  the  oxidation  of  the  inner  wires  would  seem 
to  he  impossible.  The  oft  recurring  succession  of  iron 


wire  and  its  oleaginous  coating,  together  with  the  sm.d!  tri- 
angular spaces  between  the  wires, would  seem  to  rediu  e tin- 
destructi\  e power  of  the  vilirations  to  zero.  l’>ui  t!i .■ 
vibrations  are  very  greatly  reduced,  and  the  stiffness  of  the 
structur.'  is  greatly  incretised,  by  the  use  of  a series  o'" 
triangular  stays,  the  triangle  being  the  only  geomiuric.;! 
figure  whose  angles  cannot  be  shifted.  'I'here  are  sixty- 
four  of  these  triangles.  Their  hypothenuses  are  formed 
by  over-fioor  stays  of  wire  rope  reaching  from  the  tojmof 
the  towers  to  different  points  in  the  lower  fioor,  this 
latter,  of  course,  forming  their  common  base  ami  the 
towers  their  altitude.  The  stays  are  fastened  to  the  sus- 
penders so  as  to  form  straight  lines.  As  the  towers  ami 
the  floor  are  rigid  and  solid  in  the  direction  of  the  lines 
they  represent,  it  follows  that  the  intersections  of  the  l.v- 
pothenuses  with  the  common  base  form  so  many  st.-rion- 
ary  points  in  the  latter.  I'hese  stationars'  points  jireseni 
a powerful  resistance  to  vibrations.  The  side  rruss.,-s, 
with  their  system  of  diamond  work  braces,  and  the  neigl'.t 
of  the  railway  track  on  the  upper  bridge,  also  Itelp  rum  h 
to  stiffen  the  structure.  There  are  likewise  fiftvsix  under 
stays,  or  guys  of  wire  rope  fastened  to  the  rocks  below, 
designed  to  prevent  upward  and  lateral  vibrations.  .V 
heavy  locomotive  with  twenty  full-loaded  cars  produced 
a depression  of  the  cambre  or  upper  curvature  of  the 
track  of  nearly  ten  inches.  The  ordinary  loads  produce 
or  depression  of  only  five  inches. 

li  * -s-  * * y^ttention  is  directed  to  a point  on  thu 

American  side  of  the  river,  just  below  this  bridge,  where 
the  disintegration  of  the  shale  and  abrasion  of  the  super- 
posed rock  is  very  strikingly  exhibited.  .\  singular  phe- 
nom.enon  was  presented  here  in  1863.  A imuss  of  rock 
and  shale,  about  fifty  feet  long,  twenty  feet  wide  and  sixtv 
feet  deep,  fell  with  a great  crash  on  to  the  hard  bed  of  tlie 
river.  Directly  following  the  fall  a remarkable  motion 
was  developed  in  the  bridge  itself.  A strong  wave  cf 
motion  passed  through  the  whole  structure  from  the 
American  side  to  the  opposite  shore,  and  returned  again 
to  the  same  sidd 

“ Some  twelve  or  fifteen  mechanics  who  were  .at  work 
on  the  upper  or  railway  track  were  so  alarmed  that  the’, 
fled  with  all  S])eed  to  the  shore.  The  motion  imparted 
the  bridge  was  incalculably  greater  than,  and  of  a diifer-.m; 
character  from,  any  motion  imjnirted  b_\'  the  crowing  ('•' 
the  heaviest  trains.  The  rocky  mass  which  fel!  wa-.  un’e 
rods  below  the  bridge,  and  the  hard  floor  on  v.hiih  it 
struck  more  than  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet  beneath  it. 
d’he  mass  itself  fell  about  sixty  feet  average  di-t.mce. 
might  have  weighed  fi\  e thousand  tons.  The  extr.c.  rci- 
nary  motion  imparted  to  the  bridge  by  tlie  conc-i"a  m 
have  been  transmitted  along  the  siditerr.mean  r.  g ; , 
anchorages  on  the  .Xmencan  sale,  them  e thr'>''_''.  • 
cables  and  the  bridge  across  to  the  am  h.or.i_-e->  c•n^.e 
Canadian  side,  whence  it  reacted  or  returivd  .ii^.'.in  ’,'i  : ■■ 
American  side. 

“Mr.  DonaUl  McKenzie,  the  most  cap.'.''h,  . ■ 

gent  master  carpenter  and  su|’eri'itender.t  ’U  re;  ■ 
who  has  been  connected  w ith  the  brulee  « (■»n'iaii!l\  -■  • ■ e 
its  erection,  and  all  the  men  under  him  .;t  llie  t:me.  11,  1 
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and  confirm  this  statement,  and  declare  it  is  impossihle  to 
exaggerate  or  descrilie  the  wave-like  motion  which  they 
experienced  wliile  escaping  to  the  shore.” 

'I'here  is  no  history  of  early  settlement  at  this  [loint 
which  has  not  been  included  in  ji^i^stary  ol  the  tou  n 
of  Niagara.  Settlement  was  (|uite  slow  until  after  u ^ 
commencement  of  the  construction  of  the  first  \ 

and  from  that  time  on.  to  the  comjiletiort  of  the  . i 

structure,  the  growth  of  the  village  was  rapid. 

BUSINESS  CiROWTH  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  first  hotel  was  the  New  York  Central,  west  of  the 
site  of  Atwood’s  Western  Hotel;  it  was  burned  a few 
years  since.  It  was  erected  during  the  time  consumed 
in  the  completion  of  the  Mont  Eagle  Hotel,  one  of  the 
largest,  most  elegantly  furnished  and  most  expensive 
houses  among  the  many  opened  to  visitors  to  Niagara. 
This  structure  was  begun  in  1847  or  1848,  and  completed 
in  1855.  Among  the  hotels  built  in  the  village  since,  | 

may  be  mentioned  the  following  : Atwood’s  Western  | 

Hotel,  Exchange  Hotel,  John  Durwin  proprietor;  the 
American  Hotel,  N.  Y.  Central  Hotel,  by  Felix  Nassion; 
the  Frontier  House,  by  J.  Gudbrodt ; George  Stoll’s  j 
Hotel  and  Gibbs’s  United  States  Hotel.  The  old  spring-  j 
house  was  converted  into  a hotel  at  an  early  day  in  the 
history  of  the  village,  ami  a barn  was  attached  to  it 
This,  though  but  an  inn,  and  not  entitled  to  the  dignity 
o(  a hotel,  was,  it  is  said,  the  first  house  of  entertainment 
opened  to  the  public.  There  was  a small  building  which  i 
afterwards  became  a wing  to  the  American  Hotel,  which 
was  used  as  a public  house  m the  infancy  of  the  village.  ' 
It  will  be  remembered  as  the  “ O.  K.  Tavern,”  which  j 
title  it  received  from  an  old  oak  tree  that  stood  before  ^ 
the  door,  on  the  bark  of  which  had  been  cut  an  inscrip- 
tion something  like  this:  ”0  a K.” 

Among  the  small  groceries,  eating-houses  and  similar 
business  ventures  during  the  construction  of  the  first 
bridge  may  be  mentioned  the  following,  concerning  the  | 
existence  of  some  of  which  there  is  some  contradictory 
evidence,  but  which  undoubtedly  flourished  for  a season, 
at  least:  The  refreshment  store  of  I!.  H.  White  and  his 
wife,  at  a place  near  the  entrance  to  the  descending  road- 
way to  the  water's  edge  ; M'hite  lived  there  and  still  lives  ^ 
at  the  Falls,  and  was  known  as  a prominent  general  agent 
for  the  sale  of  village  lots  at  the  time  of  the  initial 
growth  of  Suspension  Bridge.  Another  refreshment 
saloon,  it  is  said,  was  kept  by  an  eccentric  Frenchman 
named  Joe  Goentel  as  nearly  as  the  orthography  of  the 
name  can  now  be  obtained  . He  had  formerly  been  a 
bar- tender  at  the  Eagle  Hotel  at  Niagara  Falls.  He  was 
very  loipaacious,  verv  polite  and  otherwise  remarkable  in 
manner  and  appearance.  He  is  said  to  have  sle[)t  in  his  j 
sho[)  and  done  his  own  cooking.  Among  the  first  mer-  } 
chants,  it  is  said  that  Collis  .N  Boy.l  were  imominent. 
'I'he  mercantile  business  of  Me-'-sr.^.  Vedder  was  cstali- 
lished  early,  and  it  h,as  since  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  in  northern  New  York.  Their  trade  is  whole- 
sale and  retail,  and  they  .sujiplv  retail  stores  throughout 


the  county,  and  at  points  beyond,  with  their  stocks  of 
general  groceries. 

The  extensive  milling  busint;.-.s  of  Witmer  Brothers  was 
begun  as  early  as  1848  by  the  father  of  the  present  pro- 
■ ■•'etors.  .Mr.  G.  H.  Witmer,  w ho  continued  it  until  1859, 
when,  in  .Septembei,  he  sli[)ped  into  the  river  back  of  the 
mill  and  just  above  the  bridge,  and  was  drowned.  Since 
then  the  business  has  been  conducted  by  his  sons,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Witmer  Brothers,  with  a mill  and  store 
at  Niagara  Falls.  The  business  of  this  firm  surpasses  in 
extent  that  of  any  other  house  in  this  section.  'I'hey  are 
also  the  projjrietors  of  Witmer  Brothers’  Bank  at  Susiien- 
sion  Bridge,  which  was  established  October  19th,  1S74. 
The  first  school  was  ke[)t  in  a small  wooden  building 
which  stood  on  Niagara  avenue,  on  land  now  owned  by 
Dr.  Rogers.  The  teacher  was  MissVedder,  afterw  ard  Mrs. 
Pierson.  The  same  building  answered  the  purpose  of  a 
church  also.  The  post-office  was  estal^lished  in  1848  or 
1849.  Collier  w'as  the  first  postmaster.  Colonel 

John  Fisk  succeeded  him,  and  there  have  been  several 
changes  since.  The  present  postmaster  is  A.  M.  Wit- 
mer. 

A GREAT  RAILWAY  CENTER. 

Suspension  Bridge  is  one  of  the  best  known  railroad 
points  in  the  East.  It  presents  a scene  of  constant  bustle 
and  activity  in  all  the  departments  of  _ the  railroad,  ex- 
press, freight  and  telegraph  interests.  In  former  years 
the  business  transacted  at  the  cattle  yards  at  this  place 
was  immense.  The  yards  were  established  about  i860,  and 
did  a very  large  business  until  a regular  stock  market  was 
established  in  Buffalo,  at  which  time  the  trade  gradually 
fell  off  at  Suspension  Bridge.  The  building  of  the  inter- 
national bridge  at  Buffalo,  connecting  that  city  with  the 
Canadian  railroads,  drew  the  trade  off  to  a considerable 
extent,  and  since  then  the  business  has  declined.  Trains 
are  passing  between  the  East  and  West  by  way  of  the 
great  international  bridge  in  numbers  that  are  surjiri^ing 
to  the  stranger  unaccustomed  to  the  amount  of  business 
done  here.  All  through  the  day,  every  day  in  th.e  week, 
there  is  scarcely  a quarter  of  an  hour  during  which  cars 
are  not  crossing  and  recrossing  the  suspension  bridge, 
between  this  village  and  Clifton.  Tiic  following  railways 
pass  through  the  village,  all  except  the  Erie  using  the 
commodious  depot  belonging  to  the  Central  comp.iny: 
Erie  railway,  New  York  C'entral  and  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road, Rome,  Watertown  N Ogdensburg  Railroad.  Great 
Western  Railroad,  and  (Canada  Southern  Railroad. 

The  express  companies  rej.'resented  in  tiie  villa. 'e  are 
the  .American,  C E.  M’oodford  agent;  and  the  I'nited 
States.  The  telegraphic  facilities  of  the  iilace  are  unri- 
valed. 

THE  CUSTO.M-HOUSE  AND  O THER  BLTLDI NG.-. 

'The  ciistom-lu"i<e  is  on.-  of  t!;e  finest  b"'i  : r 

business  purposes  in  liie  -eill.i.e.  It  is  larae.  ...  n-.  n.-.n'.v 
arranged  and  well  lighted  and  ventilated.  It  < ontains. 
besides  the  offices  of  the  customs  dc-partment.  the  po-.;- 
olfice,  which,  is  one  of  the  most  attr.ictive  ;ind  ( onvenien: 
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in  tlic  county.  Suspension  Bridge  is  one  of  tlie  most  im-  j 

port.int  ports  of  entry  in  the  .State.  I he  collector  is  i 

Benjamin  Idagler;  the  deputy  collector,  I-di  Nichols.  j 

L'mier  their  supervision  the  large  business  of  the  port  j 

.uid  its  many  dependent  oftices  along  tin;  trontier  is  car-  j 

rieil  on  by  a large  number  of  minor  offii  ial  -.  1 he  jiort  j 

of  entry  was  reino\ed  to  this  \ ill. ige  from  I.ewiston  in  i‘S63. 
Besides  the  government  building  there  are  se\eral  other 
fine  structures  in  the  village,  among  them  Colt’s  block, 
Vedder’s  block,  Lang’s  block  and  a number  of  smaller 
buildings.  Jake  Niagara  Falls  and  I.ewiston,  Suspen- 
sion Bridge  would  have  siiared  in  the  benelits  that  would  ; 

have  followed  the  construction  of  the  proposed  Niagara  | 

ship  canal.  Some  of  its  citizens,  notably  Colonel  John  : 

Fisk,  its  first  [iresidcnt  and  one  of  its  founders,  and  others,  i 

were  prorninentiy  identified  with  it  from  first  to  last. 

INCORFOR.VTION  AND  CIVIL  HISTfARV. 

The  petition  for  incorporation  was  dated  .April  21st,  j 
1854,  and  signed  by  Marcus  .\dams,  EliliU  B.  Craves, 
I.ewis  E.  Glovcrand  Rodney  Darkee.  May  30th  an  elec- 
tion was  held  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  public 
sentiment  in  relation  to  the  projiosed  incorporation,  re- 
sulting in  eighty-four  votes  for  and  two  votes  against  the 
measure.  According  to  a census  taken  by  Rodney  lEir- 
kee  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  the  population  of  the 
village  was  827.  The  village  was  incorporated  as  Niagara 
City  June  8th,  1854,  its  limits  including  farm  lots  33,  34, 

35,  36,  37  and  half  of  38  of  the  Mile  Reserve,  comiirising 
nearly  one  and  one-half  square  miles. 

’I'he  first  officers  w'ere  ; John  Fisk,  president  ; II.  B. 
Witbeck,  Rodney  Durkee,  George  Vogt  and  James  Ved- 
der,  trustees;  E.  Stanley  Adams,  clerk. 

'Lire  present  village  officials  are  as  follows  : ’\V.  H.  Wal- 
lace, ' president  ; La  Beaum  W.  Wilson,  clerk;  M.  S. 
I,angs,  H.  J.  Deimage,  L.  Schmidt  and  James  Low-,  trus- 
tees. 

The  village  has  in  recent  years  been  universally  called 
Suspension  Bridge. 

WATER-WORRS  AND  FIRE  COMPANIES. 

By  general  consent  tlie  credit  of  the  conception  and  i 
realization  of  the  idea  of  water-works  for  the  village  is  j 
accorded  to  O.  W.  Cutler,  a prominent  and  well  known  \ 
resident  of  the  place.  In  1872  or  1873  a special  bill  ' 
wuis  introduced  in.  the  Legislature  to  enable  the  village  to  j 

avail  itself  of  the  advantages  accruing  from  the  improve-  | 
ment  mentioned,  which  was  defeated  in  the  interest  of 
certain  corporations  paying  heavy  taxes  in  the  town  of 
Niagara.  In  1S75  the  general  act  was  passed,  enabling 
villages  to  sup[)ly  themselves  with  ])ure  and  wholesome 
water  ; and  soon  afterward  a public  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  village  was  called  at  Colt’s  Hall,  where  a sen- 
timent was  declared  in  favor  of  the  project,  and  a subse- 
(pient  meeting  of  the  tax-payers  resulted  in  a majoritv  j 
Favoring  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise.  The  New 
York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  Com[)anv, 
through  its  attorneys,  j rf)cured  an  injunrtiem  on  a<'count  • 

of  alleged  irivgukiniies.  .No;-  [)ro(;eedi!-igs  were  m.-ti-  ! 

tuted,  which,  in  .November,  1S75,  prevailed  in  .-^piie  of  i 


much  strenuous  opposition.  In  the  spring  of  1876  the 
work  was  begun,  and  completed  August  ist  of  the  same 
year. 

The  following  particulars  with  respect  to  the  descrip- 
tion and  extent  of  the  works  will  be  of  interest  : Tlu- 
Holly  system  was  adopted.  The  pumps  of  the  Suspen- 
sion Bridge  works  are  at  the  hydraulic  basin  at  .Niau.'.r.i 
Falls,  the  water-works  company  of  that  village  using 
them  as  a source  of  supply,  and  iiaying  for  the  jirivilege 
thirty  per  cent,  of  their  gross  receipts,  d'here  ar..  in 
Suspension  Bridge  four  and  one-half  miles  of  pipe,  and 
twenty-seven  double-discharge  fire  hydrants. 

The  advantages  following  the  introduction  of  the  water- 
works have  been  many,  among  them  the  reduc  tion  of  rates 
of  insurance  from  fifteen  to  one  hundred  per  cent.,  and.  a 
radical  change  in  the  organization  of  the  fire  deji.artinent, 
with  a reduction  of  expense  in  its  maintenance.  It  is  said 
that  before  the  system  had  been  in  operation  a month 
there  was  a fire  in  McMann’s  block  which  was  extin- 
guished with  a saving  of  a sufficient  amount  of  [uopertv 
to  nearly  pay  the  expense  of  the  improvement,  wh’.  g 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  about  §60,000.  The  vir.-’.,e 
was  bonded  to  raise  the  required  amount,  the  first  n.'v- 
ment  falling  due  in  1S81,  and  §3,000  each  year  for  t;veiuy 
years  thereafter.  Strong  os  was  the  opposition  of  some 
parties  to  the  water-works  at  first,  time  has  demonstrutc'l 
their  practical  utility  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  great  in.i- 
jority  of  the  tax-payers  of  the  village.  The  annual  revenue 
is  fast  increasing,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  dav 
is  not  far  distant  when  they  will  not  only  be  .self-stqqmrt- 
ing  but  profitable  to  the  corporation,  not  alone  for  their 
great  convenience,  but  in  a business  point  of  view. 

The  fire  department  of  the  village  was  organized  in 
1856.  A bucket  company  was  formed  during  that  v'ear. 
and  a hook  and  ladder  company  in  1857.  Before  the 
close  of  the  latter  year  a Htinniman  engine  was  puiclt..sed 
at  an  expense  of  §1,700,  inclusive  of  a hose  cart;  an-.l  .t 
bucket  wagon  was  procured  at  a cost  of  §150,  with  .r  imok' 
and  ladder  wagon,  with  ladders  and  other  acce.'Sories, 
co.-^ting  .about  §250.  The  original  organization  was  known 
as  “Rapids  Engine  and  Hose  Company.’’  'I'he  folh.nv- 
ing  is  a list  of  the  officers  at  the  time  of  organi/ation: 
President,  John  Brazee;  foreman,  John  D.  Hilliar'.i; 
assistant-foreman,  Louie  Oatman  ; secretary,  T.utli- r 
Graves;  treasurer,  F.  Weidemann.  'Phis  organi/.atii  n 
wua  ke[it  up  till  after  the  comjilction  of  the  water- orks 
in  1876,  when  the  department  was  reorganized  as  folli-w-, 
the  date  of  organization  being  September  ist; 

Ra/'iJs  I/ost:  Ci'inpany,  No.  1. — Foreman,  James  I ntn; 
assistant-foreman,  James  Watters;  president,  George  .\ 
Strieker;  secretary,  William  Schlisinger;  treasurer.  iL-ni  y 
W'and. 

BdU’vttt'  Hose  Company,  PRo.  2.— P'oreman,  John  /e^cvi. 
president,  Gottlieb  Mtiir;  secretary,  Jnliu,->  .MilLr;  tre.i" 
urer,  J.  Gutbrodt. 

JZxeeliior  Jfook  and  Ladder  Coni/'any. — I-'orem.in.  K.  \ 
Perry;  ,tssi.'tant-foreman,  George  Howie;  jir^si'lvi’'.  1 
Shoemaker;  secretary,  .Mar. ms  Swan;  trea.-.uiiU  J 
Hennessy, 
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THE  PRESS  OF  SUSPENSION  BRH4GE. 

'Pile  first  newsjjaper  published  in  tlie  village  was  tlie 
iVi'r^tiru  City  Herald,  the  initial  issue  ot‘  which  a[>peared  i 
in  October,  1S55,  under  the  business  and  editorial  man-  : 
agement  of  G.  H.  Hackstaff.  In  the  following  year  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  N.  F.  Hackstaff.  bv  whom  it  was 
published  for  a time,  until  it  was  [)urchased  by  (J.  P>.  Gas- 
kell,  now  in  the  milling  business  at  Niagara  Falls.  Mr. 
Gar^kell  continued  to  issue  it  for  some  time,  and  its  ])ub- 
lication  finally  ceased.  j 

T\\,c  Suspenuon  Bridge  Journal  was  established  in  1870  1 

by  A.  G.  Liscom.  In  1873  it  was  j)urchased  by  John  i 
Ransom,  who  improved  it  greatly,  both  typogra[)hicalIy  ; 
and  editorially.  The  circulation  has  been  increased  con- 
siderably since  that  time,  the  list  running  as  high  as  one 
thousand  in  1878.  The  Journal,  which,  under  the  man-  i 
agement  of  Mr.  I.iscom,  was  independent  in  politics, 
is  now  favorable  to  the  interests  of  Democracy,  but  is 
chiefly  devoted  to  local  and  vicinity  news,  being  known 
as  one  of  the  most  spicy  and  gossipy  papers  in  Niagara 
county. 

EDUCATION. 

There  is  an  efficient  and  well-e(|uipped  public  school  at 
Suspension  Bridge,  of  which  our  best  endeavors  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  a history. 

DE  VE.AUX  COI.I.EGE. 

This  institution  was  endowed  by  the  will  of  the  late 
Samuel  De  Veaux,  made  August  3d,  1852,  in  which,  after 
providing  for  relatives  and  others  whom  he  wished  to  re- 
member, he  left  the  balance  of  his  estate,  amounting  to  j 
,§174,652.52,  to  Bishop  De  Fancy,  Rev.  Dr.  William  Shel-  | 
ton,  Peter  A.  Porter  and  Richard  H.  Woodruff,  as  trustees,  | 
“ for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  founding  and  maintaining  i 
a benevolent  institution,  to  receive  and  support  orphans 
and  destitute  children;  to  train  them  up  to  industry;  to 
learn  them  trades  and  professions;  to  give  them  a mental 
and  manual,  and  a social  and  religious  education.”  It 
was  further  provided  that  the  institution  should  be  under 
the  fostering  care  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and 
it  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  convention  of  the  diocese  1 
of  western  New  York,  with  the  earnest  request  that  the  i 

convention  would  take  the  same  under  its  care  as  a de-  ! 

I 

liendency  of  the  church.  De  Veaux  College  was  incor- 
porated April  15th,  1853.  The  erection  of  the  buildings 
was  begun  in  1855,  and  they  were  completed  about  1857  1 

or  1858.  The  school  was  opened  in  March,  1857,  with  } 
Rev.  Henry  Gregory  as  president,  Rev.  Israel  Foote  as  i 
professor  and  Edmund  S.  ^Ve!ls  as  tutor.  Elijah  Ford. 
Esq.,  of  Buffalo,  acting  as  agent  for  the  trustees,  increased 
the  fund  by  judicious  management  to  $i  87, 135.40  in  1856.  i 
The  Register  for  1877  says:  “ The  college  domain  con- 
sists of  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  of  land  at  I 
Sus[;ension  Bridge.  N.Y.,  extending  for  half  a mile  along 
the  most  pii  turesipie  part  of  the  Niagara  river,  and  devot- 
ed to  the  immediate  use  of  tlie  college.  I 

“ The  college  edifice  is  most  beautifully  situated,  spa-  i 
cious  and  commodious,  well  ventilated,  warmed  by  the  1 


most  apiiroved  low  pressure  steam  apiiaratus,  lighted  w ith 
gas,  provided  with  ample  bathing  facilities,  and  in  ail  p:ir- 
ticulars  eipiipped  with  a view  to  health,  comfort  and 
efficient  administr:ition;  it  contains  chapel,  school  and 
recitation  rooms,  library  and  reading  room,  dormitories, 
and  commons  room.  .\  large  gymnasium,  designed  as  a 
jilay  and  drill  room,  has  been  lately  built  and  fitted  with 
suitable  apparatus. 

“The  campms  is  admirably  laid  out  for  use  as  a parade 
ground,  and  for  base  ball,  cricket,  or  other  out-door 
sports. 

“The  location  is  proverbially  healthful,  and  the  differ- 
ent railways  centering  at  Sus|)ension  Bridge  make  it  easy 
of  access  from  all  jiarts  of  the  country.” 

The  present  board  of  trustees  is  as  follows  : Rt.  Rev. 
\.  C.  Co.xe,  D.  D.;  Rev.  William  .Shelton,  D.  D.;  Hon. 
James  M.  Smith,  EE.  I).;  Hon.  .Vsher  P.  Nichols,  P.  1). 
Walter,  D.  J.  Townsend,  Rev.  Theodore  M.  Bishop,  D.  D.; 
Fldward  .M.  Smith,  Samuel  G.  Cornell  ; with  Rt.  Rev. 

C.  Co.xe  as  president,  and  Robert  Ik  Wilson  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  Officers  of  the  college:  President. 
Rev.  G.  H.  Patterson,  A.  M.,  EE.  B.;  head  master,  J.  W. 
Craig,  A.  B.;  masters:  Rev.  G.  .V.  Mueller,  A.  M.,  Ger- 
man, French  and  book-keeping;  Eieutenant  J.  E.  Tiernan, 
U.  S.  A.,  military  tactics;  G.  F.  Keily,  A.  B,,  Eatin.  Eng- 
lish and  elocution;  E.  G.  Chaffin,  A.  M.,  music  and  com- 
position; G.  S.  Pine,  A.  B.,  mathematics,  and  R.  H.  Gard- 
ner, jr.,  A.  B.,  physical  science  and  English. 

C.VTHOLIC  SCHOOL. 

The  Catholic  school  at  Suspension  Bridge  was  opened 
in  1866.  The  Sisters  of  the  Visitation  were  the  first 
teachers,  remaining  about  two  years.  'Phey  were  succeed- 
ed by  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  who  have  conducted  the 
school  successfully  to  the  present  time.  The  average  at- 
tendance at  the  school  is  one  hundred  and  eighty.  'I'he 
present  property  was  purchased  by  Very  Rev.  Robert 
Rice,  president  of  the  .Seminary  of  Our  Eadv  of  \ngcls. 
The  school  is  in  a very  prosperous  condition,  and  the 
course  of  instruction  is  one  of  the  most  thorough  in  the 
village. 

SOCIETIES. 

XI.XGAk.V  FM.I.S  LODGE,  NO.  8t,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

This  lodge  was  organized  with  five  charter  members, 
viz.;  C.  F.  Miller,  Eouis  Elshcimer,  Christian  Barthan, 
.\dam  Risley  and  Eouis  I.i[)p.  The  original  officers  were 
as  follows:  N.  G.,  C.  F.  .Miller;  V.  G..  Eouis  Elsheimer: 
secretary,  Christian  Barthan  ; treasurer.  .Vdam  Risley. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  present  officers; 
Gottlieb  Muir,  N.  G.;  .M.  S.  Eong,  V.  G.;  F.  W.  Geiger, 
secretary;  I.ouis  Elsheimer,  treasurer.  The  names  of 
the  past  presiding  officers  are  as  follows;  Eouis  El- 
sheimer,  Conrarl  Fink,  I.ouis  Eiop,  Charles  Rail" 'in, 
George  ."^toll,  J.ii  ob  Fink,  J:n  oh  i'e'esr.  rer.  I f'li  Tlui- 
reclu,  Daniel  Elsheimer  .ind  C:iri.st>)|i',;'.r  Roller. 

The  lodge  was  formerly  worked  in  tlic  fErm.i;!  I.m- 
guage,  but  the  English  language  iia>.  been  in  u>c  in  its 
sessions  since  .\ugU'-t  qth,  1877. 


SOCIETIES  AND  CHURCHES  OF  SUSPENSION  RRIDCE. 


“our  society.” 

J in'.  ■>')(. icty 'vas  organi/.ed  April  iSth,  rS74,  with  the 
. ing  othccrs;  President,  E.  Rommel;  vice-i)resi(k nt, 
W.  Watson  ; treasurer,  S.  P.  Colt  ; secretary,  S,  Z. 
Harruiin.  The  object  of  the  association  is  pleasant 
lal  intercourse  and  the  cultivation  of  a knowledge  of 
tcr.itureand  the  drama.  The  society  is  in  a very  pros- 
. r.i  !'  (ondition;  tJie  members  number  about  sixty  ladies 
, d .,eiulemen,  who  meet  semi-monthly  in  a neatly  fitted 
f>M»m  in  Colt’s  block,  furnished  with  a piano  and  a fine 
hbrarv.  The  election  of  officers  takes  place  semi-annu- 
.jlls.  The  present  presiding  officer  is  Mr.  S.  Z.  Harroun. 

WlllRLl’OOL  LODGE,  XO.  I9,  O.  U.  W. 

Whirliiool  Podge,  No.  19,  O.  U.  W.  was  organized 
April  4th,  1876,  with  six  charter  members.  The  original 
officers  were  as  follows  : P.  M.  W.,  N.  P.  Browning  ; M. 
W.,  William  Carr;  G.  F.,  D.  P.  H.  Rose;  O.,  John 
brown  ; recorder,  N.  E.  G.  Wadhams  ; financier,  S.  B. 
Esiielman  ; receiver,  M.  Silberberg  ; I.  W.,  Jacob  Weil; 
(,).  \V.,  Edward  Oakley.  The  present  officers  are : N.  E. 
G.  Wadhams,  P.  AI.  W. ; Earl  Buttery,  G.  F.  ; M.  Silber- 
berg, O.  ; J.  W.  Van  Horn,  recorder;  Jacob  Weil,  finan- 
cier ; John  Brown,  receiver  ; J.  Nussbaum,  I.  W.  ; Edward 
Oakley,  O.  W.  The  following  named  persons  have  filled 
the  chair  of  master  workman  : N.  P.  Browning,  William 
Carr  and  D.  P.  H.  Rose. 

CATHOLIC  MUTUAL  BEX'EFIT  ASSOCIATIOX’,  BRAXCH  2. 

Sus[)ension  Bridge  Branch,  No.  2,  of  the  C.  M.  B. 
was  organized  March  ist,  1877,  with  fourteen  charter 
members.  The  first  officers  were  as  follows:  President^ 
Henry  Smith;  ist  vice-president,  Michael  Hannan;  2d 
vice-president,  James  McNally;  treasurer,  James  Holo- 
han;  recording  secretary,  Henry  J.  Deimage;  assistant 
recording  secretary,  Frederick  Regenhardt  ; financial 
secretary,  Daniel  Durwin;  marshal,  John  Travis;  guard, 
Peter  Muldoon;  board  of  directors,  Richard  Hartigan, 
.Alexander  McDonald,  Daniel  Durwin,  James  Madigan 
and  Frederick  Regenhardt.  I'hese  officers  were  installed 
by  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Council  at  Niagara  F'alls,  D. 
Barrett,  president;  J.  Clifford,  ist  vice-president;  Joseph 
.Mackenna,  grand  recording  secretary.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  the  present  officers  of  Branch  No.  2; 
Rev.  D.  J.  Daly,  spiritual  director;  Henry  Smith,  presi- 
dent ; Richard  Hartigan,  ist  vice-president  ; August 
Weber,  2d  vice-president;  Peter  Muldoon,  chancellor;  J. 
F.  Muldoon,  treasurer;  H.  J.  Deimage,  recording  secre- 
tary; Frederick  Regenhardt,  assistant  recording  secre- 
tary; 1).  Durwin,  financial  secretary;  J.  Dunigan,  mar- 
shal; E.  Maloney,  guard;  board  of  directors,  Richard 
Hartigan,  Ignatz  Reiss,  J.  F.  Muldoon,  D,  Lynch  and  D. 
Durwin.  The  present  membershi[)  of  the  branch  is 
thirty-five,  and  the  prospect  for  a continued  accession 
of  memlivrs  is  llatteringin  the  extreme,  and  tiie  treasury 
is  in  a fair  condition.  .All  together,  those  who  were  instru 
mental  in  establishing  Suspension  Bridge  Branch,  No.  2, 
of  the  C.  .M.  b.  ,\.  m IV  I mgratulate  themselves  on  the 
success  uhich  h.is  attended  their  eilorts. 


CHURCHES  OF  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE. 
rnK  eva.nokucal  u.n'hkd  ziox‘’s  congregation. 

This  society  was  formed  about  twenty-five  ye.irs  ago. 
'I’he  membershi|)  at  the  time  of  organization  was  about 
eighteen.  'I'iie  follo.ving  is  the  list  of  successive  ministers 
as  furnished  by  the  present  pastor:  “The  first  minister 
was.Althaus,  two  years  in  service;  the  second  was  Bochard, 
one  year  in  service;  the  tiiird  was  .Schifterling,  one  year 
in  service;  the  fourth  was  G.  Ade,  two  years  in  service; 
the  fifth  was  D.  Blesene,  three  years  in  service;  the  sixth 
was  B.  Dietrick,  two  years  in  service;  the  seventh  was  Fr. 
Heinle,  seven  months  in  service;  the  eighth  was  C.  .A.  C. 
Brandt,  four  years  and  three  months  in  service  died  J.in- 
uary  13th,  1873  ; the  ninth,  J.  J.  Dietrick,  from  .April  ist. 
1873,  to  the  present  time.”  There  is  a large  ami  nour- 
ishing Sunday-school  connected  with  the  church.  Tlie 
present  minister  is  the  presiding  officer.  The  number  of 
scholars  is  one  hundred  and  forty-five,  and  the  numl.  er  of 
teachers  is  twelve.  The  church  edifice  of  this  society  is 
a rock  building,  erected  at  a cost  of  ,'^2,000.  The  con- 
gregation is  not  in  connection  with  any  synod.  The  an- 
nual election  of  church  officers  is  held  the  first  .Monday 
after  Easter. 

ST.  Raphael’s  roman  catholic. 

St.  Raphael’s  church  was  organized  in  1855.  The  num- 
ber of  members  at  that  time  was  about  one  hundred. 
In  1849  there  were  but  two  Catholic  families  m the  vil- 
lage. Amongst  the  more  prominent  Catholic  families 
living  there  at  the  time  of  the  organization  ot  the  ch.urch 
were  those  of  William  Delahunte,  Michael  Maloney, 
Thomas  McMahon,  Patrick  Duffy,  .Anthony  ’\Valsh. 
Michael  Barrett,  John  and  Thomas  Downes,  Michael 
Rohan,  James  Mclnerney,  Michael  Marrum,  .Michael 
Sheehan,  Charles  AVaters,  George  Heany,  Thomas 
O’Rourke,  Charles  Darrow,  Martin  and  .Michaef  Ryan, 
John  and  Daniel  Durwin.  Bartholomew  Tinn,  Patrick 
Burns,  Edward  Lyons.  James  Dunnigan.  Patrick  .Mc- 
Crone,  John  and  Patrick  McRnight,  Patrick  .McCorimu  k. 
John  O’Donnell,  Michael  De\itt,  Ruih.ird  ILirtigan, 
James  Keilt,  Henr\’  Kitchen,  James  and  Mu:hael  Hannan, 
Thomas  O’Brien  and  Edward  Murphy.  'I'lie  numlier  oi 
Catholics  now  living  in  the  callage  is  about  i,ioo.  1 he 
present  brick  church  was  built  in  1855.  at  a cost  ot  .iboui 
§3,000.  In  1864  there  was  an  addition  .ittaciied  to  ii 
which  cost  about  §3,000  or  more.  .A  paiaichi.il  rc.sidem  e 
and  convent  were  afterwards  erected  at  a cost  ot  §’,.500. 
The  ceremony  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  oi  i::e 
church  was  pri\  ate.  'I'he  ground  on  \\  iiic  h the  ( !r.:r<  h 
and  parochial  residence  stand  was  donated  to  the  tei'. 
Catholics  living  in  the  \illage  at  that  time  by  ticmr... 
Stuart.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  1- ather  Ste\ c!-.-. 
who  also  had  to  attend  Ni.igara  Falls  and  Le'i  i 'tor.. 
His  lime  of  ser\ice  at  the  Briilze  w.is  three  ye.ii  '.  1 'a- 

priesis  of  the  .'seminary  of  Our  L.uls  ol  An;„ei'  i.'.c  i . ' 
tendetl  the  mission  two  years  ; F.itiier  I’uicol!  "i.e  \e  r : 
Father  Me  .Mullen  about  '^ix  or  eigh.t  mimths;  Imtuer 
Fitzpatrick  one  year  and  a halt.  It  was  alierw.irGs 
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actendtd  by  the  college  priests  for  over  one  year  and  a 
j half.  They  were  then  succeeded  by  Father  Maloy.  who 
’ remained  about  two  years.  Those  who  followed  were: 
Father  Wells,  three  years;  Father  Flannigan,  six  months; 
1 Father  F'itzpatrick,  ten  months.  The  present  pastor, 
■ Father  Dalv,  has  had  charge  of  the  church  three  rears, 
and  since  his  coming  the  church  edifice  has  been  reno- 
vated and  beautified. 

CHURCH  OF  THE  EPIPHANY. 

It  having  been  ascertained  that  there  were  a sufficient 
number  of  persons  in  the  village  interested  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  Kpisco])al  church  in  Suspension  Bridge, 
a meeting  was  called  in  the  autumn  of  1S57  by  the  Rev. 

I Israel  Foote,  D.D.,  professor  in  De  Yeaux  College,  at 
I which  it  was  arranged  to  hold  regular  services  in  Colt’s 
hall.  In  accordance  with  the  canons  of  the  church  and 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  congregation  was 
duly  incorporated  and  received  the  sanction  and  ap- 
proval of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese.  On  the  6th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1858,  it  was  determined  and  declared  that  the 
church  should  be  known  as  “The  Church  of  the  Epiph- 
any,” of  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y.  The  following  named 
^ persons  constituted,  the  first  officers  of  the  parish:  Ward- 
ens, J.  H.  Crump  and  Anthony  W.  Hicker;  vestrymen, 
J.  W.  Doukler,  R.  Durkee,  A.  D.  Lampkins,  R.  B.  Mon- 
; roe,  R.  D.  Cook,  H.  G.  Stuart,  D.  H.  Thomas  and  G.  P. 
Leap. 

The  Sunday-school  comprised  about  fifty  scholars. 

From  the  6th  of  January,  1858,  until  November,  1864, 
the  following  named  clergy  (residents  of  De  Veaux 
College)  officiated  for  periods  of  from  six  months  to  a 
year  or  more  each  : Rev.  I.  Foote,  D.D.,  Rev.  E.  R 

Welles,  Rev.  M.  V'an  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  Rev.  L.  S.  Stevens. 
Rev.  R.  Henry  W.  Wye. 

In  November,  1864,  the  Rev.  Warren  W.  Walsh  re- 
ceived and  accejited  a call  to  the  rectorship  of  the  parish. 
The  following  year  a subscription  list  was  opened  to 
raise  funds  for  building  a church.  Two  lots  were  given 
as  a site  for  the  building;  one,  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Lewiston  and  Lockport  avenues,  was  presented  by 
Messrs.  James  and  Henry  W.  Ford,  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  the  other,  on  Lewiston  avenue,  by  Mrs.  William  H. 
WalLtce.  August  Sth,  1866,  Rt.  Rev.  A.  C.  Coxe, 
D.D.,  attended  by  seventeen  clergymen,  laid  the  corner- 
stone of  the  new  church,  which  was  to  be  built  of  stone, 
and  on  the  29th  of  December,  the  same  year,  the  edifice 
was  completed  and  opened  for  divine  service.  Value  of 
church  and  lot,  §7,000. 

The  following  gifts  were  presented  to  the  church  : 
baptismal  font,  by  Colonel  Charles  B.  .Stuart,  of  Geneva; 
a bisho}>’s  chair,  by  Re\'.  M.  \’an  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  [iresi- 
dent  of  De  Veaux  College;  a pulpit,  by  Messrs.  H.  J.  ;ind 
G.  M,  Walsh,  and  a credence  table,  by  Re\'.  George 
Worthington. 

June  29th.  1868,  the  church  being  free  from  debt,  Rt. 
Rev.  Arthur  Cleveland  t.’oxe,  D.  D.,  bishop  of  the  (.liocese, 
consecr;ited  the  building,  twenty-one  clergymen  being 
present. 


I March  29th,  1869,  Rev.  Warren  W.  Walsh  resigned  the 
rectorship  of  the  parish,  and  was  succeeded,  July  i8th, 
j by  Rev.  George  W'.  Knajij),  who  continued  in  charge  till 
I December  5th,  1872.  For  the  next  six  months,  Re\. 
i George  H.  Patterson,  president  of  De  Veaux  College, 

I assisted  by  Rev.  James  Van  Voast  and  Rev.  W.  Van 

I Gantzhorne,  supplied  the  parish.  June  12th,  1874,  Rev. 
j Walter  North  accepted  a call  to  the  rectorship,  which  he 
I resigned  May  15th,  1875,  and  was  soon  succeeded  by 
j Rev.  Gabriel  .\lfred  Mueller,  who  continued  in  charge 
; until  February,  1S77.  March  19th,  1877,  Rev.  F.  W. 
Raikes  accepted  a call  to  the  rectorship  of  the  parish, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  on  Easter  Sunday. 

; The  vestry  of  the  jiarish  elected  the  following  day 
' consisted  of  the  following  persons  : Wardens,  Messrs, 
j Benjamin  Flagler  and  James  Tattersall  ; vestrymen, 
Messrs.  A.  Witmer,  H.  FL  Woodford,  A.  H.  Robinson,  E. 
i Buttery,  A.  Henning,  J.  Willis,  E.  Nichols,  W.  Lea[>. 
About  fifty  or  sixty  families  are  now  connected  with  the 
parish.  The  average  attendance  at  the  Sunday-school  is 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  There  are  four  officers  and  nine- 
teen teachers. 

FIRST  CONCtREGATION.VL. 

This  church  was  organized  in  March,  1855,  as  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Niagara  City.  The  original 
mem’oers  num.bered  eighteen,  prominent  among  whom 
were  W.  H.  Childs,  E.  P.  Graves,  James  Watson,  Aaron 
Vedder  and  others.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  J.  D. 
Knapp.  The  succeeding  ones  have  been  W.  H.  Weblu  B. 
F’.  Bradford,  A.  S.  Wood,  George  Anderson  and  Joseph 
L.  Bennett,  the  present  incumbent.  The  church  edifice 
is  a substantial  stone  building  with  steepje  and  bell.  It 
is  conveniently  arranged,  having  a lecture  room  and  Sun- 
day-school rooms.  It  is  worth  about  §15,000.  The  Sab- 
bath-school  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  in  the  village, 
having  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  members.  The  fir>t 
su])erintendent  was  James  Watson.  He  was  succeeded 
by  William  FI.  Childs,  and  he  by  N.  P.  Browning.  Mr. 
Watson  is  the  present  superintendent. 

PROMINENT  INHABITAN'IS  (M'  SUSPENSION 
BRIDGE. 

Henry  C.  Adams  came  to  Suspension  Bridge  where 
he  now  carries  on  a drug  store  from  .Vdains  Basin,  Mon- 
roe county,  April  ist,  1852.  He  was  born  at  th.e  last 
named  place,  November  28th,  1844. 

; Jacob  Bingenheiiner  has  been  president  and  trustee,  and 
; member  of  the  board  of  education,  of  Suspension  Bridge, 
and  has  held  several  State  and  county  offices.  He  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1825.  He  was  married  to  Miss  E. 

I F.berhardt,  of  Germany,  in  1S52,  having  come  from  his 
native  land  two  years  before.  Flis  post-office  address  is 
I Suspension  Bridge,  and  he  is  an  extensive  coal  dealer  and 
builder. 

I N.  P.  Browning  was  born  in  Pendleton,  Se’pteinber  2.''tb., 
j 1857.  He  removerl  to  Suspension  Bridge  se\en  years 
ago.  He  was  married  Jtdv  7th,  1870,  to  Hattie  Sheb 
I den.  of  Whecitfield.  .Mr.  Browning  is  an  efficient  and 
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SIMEON  TUCKER  CLARK,  A.M.,  M.D  i 

The  .subject  of  this  .sketch  was  bom  in  Canton,  Norfolk  county,  Massachusetts.  ! 
October  loth,  1836.  He  is  a son  of  Rev.  Nathan  Se.irs  Clark,  his  mother’s  maiden 
name  having  been  Launt  Stevens  Swift.  Dr.  Clark  graduated  as  M.D.  at  the  Herk- 
shire  Medical  College  in  i36o,  and  received  che  degree  of  A..M.  from  Gene'iee  Col- 
lege in  1866.  He  was  married  in  1857  Ruth  Jennie  Mendall,  of  Marion,  Plymouth 
county,  Massachusetts.  In  i86i  he  came  to  the  city  of  Lockp<irt»  where  he  has  since 
resided,  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  hU  profession.  He  was  pension  exam- 
ining surgeon  for  ten  years.  In  1S72  he  was  elected  a permanent  member  of  the  New 
York  ^tnee  Medical  Society,  and  in  1876.  at  the  twenty-fifth  annual  meetir.g  of  the 
American  .Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  he  was  chosen  a member  of 
that  .society.  He  has  been  for  three  years  president  of  the  Niagara  County  Medica 
Society,  and  has  served  as  a delegate  to  the  American  Medical  .•Association. 

Or.  Cla«*k  is  corresponding  secretaiy  of  the  Jewett  S<  ientil'ic  So«  i»  y.  atul  is  recorded 
in  the  Naturalist’s  Directory  a.s  a conchologist.  He  has  been  especially  identified 
with  the  poetical  litcr.aturo  of  the  past  twenty  years,  his  poems  having  been  published 
in  many  of  the  bc'.t  m.ignzines  and  extensively  copied  in  the  newspapers,  w hile  h:s 
Masonic  poems  h.ivc  given  him  a transatlantic  reputation,  and  his  reiigicus  verse  ha*- 
found  a permanent  place  in  several  pc>pular  collections. 

Having  obtained  an  cnvi.able  reputation  In  his  profession.  Dr.  Clark  is  regarded  a? 
one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  and  has  a very  exien»ive  practice. 

In  questions  of  medical  j-arisprudcnce  he  has  few  equals,  and  his  opinions  on  tjues- 
tions  in  that  department  arc  regarded  as  the  ver)*  highest  authority.  HI>  command 
i»f  language  and  the  rc.ady,  clear  and  lucid  manner  in  wnich  he  gives  hiv  opinions  a.s  a 
witness  upon  the  stand,  pve  to  his  testimony  a force  which  carries  gr“nt  weight  with 
courts  and  jurors,  and  provluces  a conviction  in  the  ir.ind.s  of  ail  that  near  it  that  hr  is 
not  only  learned  ia  h\s  profession  bur  a general  scholar. 


PRINCH’AL  RESIDENTS  OF  SUSPENSION  PRIDC.E. 


iwn  lo.u'htr,  and  has  held  the  office  of  coinniis- 
, : jiiihlic  s*:hools  for  nearly  four  years. 

Mr-.  lohn  lUiltery  formerly  Miss  Priscilla  Nichols' 
horn  in  Roxbury,  \'t.,  March  13th,  1813,  and  mar- 
I cti  to  John  Milton  Buttery,  of  Lewiston,  N.  V.,  April 
••,'1.  iS?,5.  Mrs.  Buttery  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Whirl- 
; Rapids  double  elevator.  I’ost-office  address,  Sus- 
..-:-,>ion  Bridge,  N.  V. 

Lcander  Colt,  of  .Suspension  Bridge,  was  born  .\ugust 
.•''di,  iSjg,  in  the  town  of  Lewiston.  .May  7th,  1856,  he 
u!.irned  .Mary  Helen  Sa.xe,  of  Chazy,  N.  V.  Mr.  Colt  is 
!i  iding  hardware  merchant,  and  holds  the  position  of 
• aster  at  Suspension  Bridge. 

William  Cornell,  furniture  dealer  at  Suspension  Bridge, 
wa>  born  in  1841  at  Lewiston,  N.  V.,  and  came  to  Sus- 
j;cn>ion  Bridge  July  5th,  1S65.  .May  5th,  1874,  he  mar- 
ried Frances  E.  Pew,  of  Stamford,  Canada  West.  Mr. 
Cornell  was  a L*.  S.  custom  officer  from  1865  to  1869.  Fie 
enlisted  in  the  3rd  N.  Y.  cavalry  July  31st,  1861;  was 
tiischarged  July  2ist,  1865;  was  taken  prisoner  at  South 
Side  Railroad,  V'a.,  June  25th,  1864,  and  confined  in  An- 
dersonville  prison,  Ga.,  till  April  28th,  1865. 

O.  W.  Cutler,  of  Suspension  Bridge,  was  born  .Ajiril  ist, 
1S4O,  at  Newbury,  N.  H.,  June  ist,  1866,  he  married  Mary 
Ann  Tallant,  of  East  Conrad,  N.  FI.  In  1867  he  removed 
to  .Susjiension  Bridge,  and  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
for  ten  years.  He  has  held  a number  of  official  positions, 
having  been  president  of  the  village  of  Suspension  Bridge 
in  1875  and  1876,  treasurer  in  1872  and  1873,  and  su[ier- 
\jsor  of  the  town  of  Niagara  in  1875.  Mr.  Cutler  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  Suspension  Bridge  Water-W”orks,  an 
account  of  his  connection  with  which  enterprise  will  be 
found  in  the  history  of  the  village.  He  always  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics,  being  a zealous  member  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Mr.  Cutler  fitted  for  college  at  the 
New  London,  N.  H.,  Literary  and  Scientific  Institute. 
He  is  at  present  engaged  as  traveling  agent  for  the  Holly 
.Manufacturing  Company. 

Rev.  D.  J.  Daly,  pastor  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Sus- 
pension Bridge,  was  born  in  Ireland,  November  14th, 
1846,  and  came  to  Suspension  Bridge  from  Buffalo  in  the 
latter  part  of  1875. 

Samuel  B.  Eshelman,  who  has  officiated  as  village 
clerk,  treasurer  and  collector  and  policeman  of  the  village 
of  Sus|ien>ion  Bridge,  was  born  July  6th,  1839,  in  the 
town  of  Clarence,  N.  V.  He  c.ame  to  Suspension  Bridge 
in  1863.  July  23rd,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Harriet 
.Metz,  of  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N.  V. 

Konrad  Fink  was  born  in  Germany,  .\ugust  3rd,  1835 
and  c.ime  to  Su.spensiun  Bridge  in  February,  1854.  Mr. 
I-'ink,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  a grocer)-  and  saloon,  has 
been  town  assessor  and  water  commissioner,  and  ])resident 
of  the  village  of  Susiiension  Bridge. 

Benjamin  Flagler,  collector  of  customs  for  the  district 
ol  Niagara,  \sas  bciri'i  Iteceinber  loth  , 1833,  at  1 .ock|iort, 
and  married  Nos  ember  9th,  1859,  to  Martha  J.  .Mc- 
Knight,  of  New  fane.  He  remosed  to  Suspension  Bridge, 
his  j>resent  residence,  in  1S62.  He  serseil  as  c.ipt.iin  in 
the  28th  volunteers  during  the  late  w .ir,  w as  appointed 


inspector  of  customs  in  1863,  dejiuty  collector  in  De- 
cember, 1864,  sjiecial  de|)Uty  in  January,  1872,  and  i oi- 
lector  in  Februars',  1878. 

.Vinos  W.  R.  Heni'.ing,  whose  portrait  apjiears  else- 
where, was  born  at  .Vnnsille,  I’a.,  May  5th,  1842,1.111 
removed  to  the  town  of  Niagara,  with  hi-  parent-, 
in  1847.  He  is  unmarried.  He  graduated  at  L.i-t- 
man’s  Commercial  College  in  1859,  entered  the  New 
York  Central  R.  R.  freight  office  in  r86o,  and  remained 
with  the  company  at  Suspension  Bridge  seventeen  ve.irs, 
until  October,  1877,  when  he  resigned  I’ds  position,  and 
accepted  the  Democratic  nomination  for  countv  ( lerk. 
.After  a warmly  contested  election,  Mr.  Henning  was 
elected  by  about  two  hundred  majority,  carry  ing  his  home 
town  of  Niagara  by  the  unprecedented  majority  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-five.  His  term  of  service  will  expire 
in  1880. 

William  Legg  was  born  .April  19th,  1849,  at  d’hames 
Dilton,  Surrey,  England.  He  was  marrie  1 October  2;th. 
1873,  to  Catharine  White,  of  Greenwich.  Kent,  ICngla'id, 
and  came  to  Suspension  Bridge,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
gardening,  in  1875. 

James  Low-,  farmer  and  coal  meri  hant,  Sus[)en-ion 
Bridge,  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  January  24th,  1.8 6. 
and  married  to  .Amanda  Barnes,  of  Cambria,  March  2;t!n 
185S.  He  removed  to  Suspension  Bridge  in  1861.  .Mr. 
Low  served  in  the  8th  artillery  from  .\ugust  22nd.  1862. 
till  March  22nd,  iS65,as  first  lieutenant,  then  as  captain, 
and  finally  as  major,  and  held  the  position  of  postmasier 
at  Suspension  Bridge  for  seven  years,  beginning  1865. 

James  McFeggan  was  born  at  Beauharnois,  Canad.i. 
March  23rd,  1829,  and  came  to  Susi)ension  Bridge,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  has  since  resided,  June  ist,  1864,  from 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  Mr.  McFeggan  is  agent  at  .'^u>uen- 
sion  Bridge  for  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  Ri\  er 
Railroad. 

Samuel  H.  McLaughlin,  proprietor  of  the  Railrc.ul 
Eating-house,  Suspension  Bridge,  was  born  in Jer-ey  t 'it v, 
N.  J.,  November  5th,  1840.  He  married  .Mis-  11.  M. 
.•Vilen,  of  Jer-ey  City,  June  20th,  1866.  and  reiiuu  ed,  m 
Suspension  Bridge  .April  27th,  r87o.  .Mr.  Mi  L.iugiibn 
, was  a soldier  in  the  21st  regiment  N.  J.  r olunteers. 

Eli  S.  Nichols  removed  to  Suspension  Bridge  fr-.en 
Lockport  .April  ist,  1870,  and  holds  the  otnee  ol  i.!epn!\ 
collector  of  customs.  He  w.ts  born  June  24th. 

Cambria.  His  wife  was  Frances  R.  H.iruooii.  ot  I oik- 
port  ; they  were  married  January  30th.  i.-^07.  Mr.  .Nu  l.i.I- 
served  in  the  late  war  as  second  lieutenant,  fir.-t  lieiiten 
ant  and  caiUain  in  the  eighth  heavy  artiller\-,  from  la!\. 
1 862,  to  J Illy.  1 865. 

j.  .V.  I’almateer,  of  .Suspension  Bridae.  N.  Y..  w 
at  Brattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  .August  19th,  18.15.  and  m.irrie  1 t 
K.ite  L.  Granger,  of  Gainesville,  N.  \ .Vug  i.-t  5tb,  i'';) 
Mr.  I’almateer  holds  the  position  ot  ticket  agent  .’.r.d  :•  .. 
gr.iph  operaior  for  the  Erie  R.n'.w.iv  t ^ -v 

Rcw.  C.eorge  lieil.ert  I’attersi.'U.  lU'. '.U  De  V . 
(.'ollege.  Suspension  Bridge,  was  born  m Bi.::..i  ■.  iR- 
ber  26th,  1836.  I ebriiarv  8th,  1805,  he  w.i-  m.ii'ii.i  • 
f ram  es  .Vmelia  Bodes,  ol  Sv  r.i.  use,  ami  r.iine  to  - 
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|)ension  Bridge  Se])tember  ist,  1869.  From  February  ist, 
1806,  to  April  ist,  iS6(),  he  was  headmaster  of  St.  Mark’s 
St  liuol,  South! lui'o,  .Mass. 

George  H.  I’lcii  c,  retired  lumberman.  Suspension 
Bridge,  for  inan\  \e.irs  identified  with  the  business  and 
political  interests  of  W hcalfield,  where  he  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  seven  years,  and  was  town 
clerk,  assessor  etc.,  was  born  in  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  Jan- 
uary aSth,  1816,  and  was  married  in  1838  to  .Vbigail  S. 
Roberts,  of  W’heatfield;  removed  to  Suspension  Bridge 
in  1852. 

John  Ransom,  publisher  of  the  Suspe/tsiofi  Bridge  Jour- 
nal, was  born  in  Wurtsboro,  Sullivan  county,  September 
17th,  1S30.  He  was  married  June  loth,  1856,  to  Sylinda 
M.  Brown,  of  Wilson,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Ransom  has  always 
been  prominently  icientified  with  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion, having  been  a member  of  the  board  of  education 
of  Suspension  Bridge,  and  has  given  much  time  to  the 
study  of  free  masonry,  in  which  he  is  widely  known. 

Emmanuel  Rommel,  druggist,  of  Suspension  Bridge, 
was  born  there  October  14th,  1854. 

George  Stoll,  hotel  keeper,  Suspension  Bridge,  was 
born  at  Schaffhausen,  in  Switzerland,  August  21st,  1822, 
and  was  married  to  Sally  Ann  Young,  of  Niagara,  Janu- 
ary i6lh,  1856.  Mr.  Stoll  came  from  Switzerland  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  at  Suspension  Bridge  in 
1849. 

Dr.  M.  Talbot,  of  Suspension  Bridge,  was  born  May 
12th,  1846,  in  Parsontown,  Kings  county,  Ireland.  He 
came  to  Suspension  Bridge  October,  1872,  and  April  13th 
1875,  married  Mary  Teresa  Bampfield,  of  Clifton,  Ontario. 
Dr.  Talbot  is  well  known  as  a physician  and  surgeon,, 
having  served  two  years  as  health  officer  of  the  village  of 
Suspension  Bridge. 

David  Hulett  Thomas  was  born  August  25th,  1826,  on 
board  the  ship  “Ann,”  then  in  New  York  harbor.  He  was 
married  October  28th,  1849,  to  Sarah  A.  Pierce,  of  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Thomas  died,  and  on  September  29th, 
1S54,  Mr.  Thomas  was  again  married,  to  Olive  N.  Brower, 
of  Syracuse.  He  came  to  Suspension  Bridge,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  from  Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  in  1S37,  and 
has  served  four  years  in  the  United  States  navy  and  been 


a member  of  the  hoard  of  education  of  Suspension 
Bridge  thirteen  years. 

Thomas  J.  Walker,  jr.,  was  born  January  21st,  1850, 
in  the  town  of  Beadle,  \'orkshire,  Flngland,  and  came  to 
' Niagara  Falls  in  1853.  In  1872  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Hattie  Harris,  of  that  village.  At  present  Mr.  Walker  is 
I inspector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  Suspension  Bridge. 

: (’ornelia  L.  Wadhams  was  born  at  Lockport,  February 

I i8th,  1852.  Mav  1st,  1871,  she  removed  to  Suspension 

; Bridge,  where  she  is  engaged  as  a teacher  in  the  public 

! school. 

John  Whitney,  farmer,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Niagara, 
April  24th,  1824.  Me  married  Elizabeth  A.  Garrett, 
daughter  of  \Villiam  Garrett,  .\pril  6th,  1848.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney served  as  lieutenant  in  the  163rd  regiment,  N.  Y.  S. 
militia.  His  post-office  address  is  Suspension  Bridge. 
Mr.  Whitney  was  not  drafted  during  the  rebellion,  but 
sent  a substitute. 

Reginald  D.  Wing,  a native  of  Stevington,  Bedford- 
shire, England,  was  born  September  i6th,  1841,  and  came 
to  Suspension  Bridge  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  August, 
1873.  He  is  cashier  of  the  N.  Y.  L.  E.  and  ^Y.  R.  R.  Co. 

A.  M.  Whtmer,  postmaster.  Suspension  Bridge,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Niagara,  May  26th,  1837. 

Joseph  W’itme'',  farmer,  post-office.  Suspension  Bridge, 
was  born  September  21st,  1812,  in  Niagara.  He  married, 
in  1846,  Catherine  Kauffman,  of  Mannor,  Pa. 

H.  E.  Woodford,  agent  for  the  American  E.xpress  Com- 
pany at  Suspension  Bridge,  was  born  in  Tipton,  England,. 
May  23rd,  1S35.  He  came  to  Suspension  Bridge  Sep 
tember  ist,  1863.  He  was  married  to  Kate  Hoffman,  of 
New  York  city.  May  22nd,  1867. 

Samuel  Zimmerman  Harroun,  telegraph  operator,  was 
born  at  Suspension  Bridge,  where  he  now  resides,  April 
30th,  1857. 

Besides  the  foregoing  we  might  also  mention  the  fol- 
lowing names  ; 

W.  Ale.xander,  A.  Atwood,  of  .Atwood’s  Western  Ho- 
tel, F.  Weidermann,  Eugene  T.  Enos,  A'an  R.  Pear- 
son, I.  and  T,  \'edder,  Fh  Dean,  James  .A.  Waldron,  I.  H. 
.Arnett,  George  Hacherle,  Benjamin  Witmer,  farmer  and 
lumberman,  and  D.miel  Pletcher. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  PENDLETON. 


. HIS  is  the  central  town  on  the  southern  border 

S '-'  ";  of  the  county.  The  land  is  level,  witli  the 
exception  of  Beech  and  Bear  ridges,  located 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  Roads  follow 
both,  funning  southwest  and  northeast.  The 
ridges  are  nearly  parallel,  three  miles  long,  and 
* -r  three-fourths  of  a mile  wide.  The  soil  of  both  is 
gravel  mixed  with  sand,  which  furnishes  a fertile  soil 
for  the  production  of  all  kinds  of  crops,  and  adapted  to 
.ill  varieties  of  fruit.  The  elevation  of  the  ridges  above 
ihejow  land  on  both  sides  of  them  furnishes  the  most  de- 
sirable building  locations,  which  have  been  pleasantly 
and  permanently  improved.  The  Beech  Ridge,  it  is 
stated,  became  a legal  highway  by  right  of  possession; 
marked  trees  first  indicating  the  path,  which  was  improved 
and  followed  for  over  twenty  years,  legalizing  a public 
road. 

BeecJi  Ridge  post-office  was  established  at  Hall’s  Sta- 
tiop  in  1S53:  William  M.  Beebe  was  the  first  postmaster. 
Pendleton  Center  is  a post-office  on  Bear  Ridge.  At 
Pendleton  village  a post-office  was  established  as  early  as 
1823.  Pendleton  Clark  w as  the  first  postmaster. 

The  Tonawanda  creek  forms  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  town  ; Sawyer’s  creek  crosses  the  western  part. 
Neither  of  the  creeks  furnishes  in  the  town  available 
power  for  mill  purposes. 

The  New  York  Central  railroad  on  the  northern  ex- 
tremity, and  the  Erie  Canal  in  the  more  central  part, 
furnish  the  town  facilities  to  reach  market  for  its  in- 
creasing products.  / 

The  town  is  divided  into  twelve  school  districts,  accom- 
modating 621  scholars  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one.  The  amount  of  public  appropriations  for 
1S7S  was  $1,142.35.  The  public  schools  are  in  a pros- 
perous condition,  having  generally  good  school-houses, 
especially  the  one  of  brick  at  Pendleton  village. 

SETTLEMENT. 

Vigilant  eyes  intently  watched  the  movement.-)  of  the 
engineers  who  were  ado}>ting  the  route  of  the  first  Erie 
Canal.  Points  of  prospective  advantage  were  eagerly 
sought  and  rc.adily  secureil.  The  junction  of  the  artifi- 
cial channel  with  the  I'onawanda  was  con->idered  (.meof  the 
mose  desir.ible.  'i'welve  miles  of  a brnge  stream  were  to  l.ie 
turned  b.rckward,  to  form  a riwr  of  easy  navig.aion  and 
a feeder  for  the  ('anal.  .An  unbroken  wilderness  in  1821 
e\  erywhere  stirrrjiinded  the  sp'U  w here  the  junt  lion  wa- 
to  be  made.  Pendleton  Clark  an-'!  Jerry  i..  Jenks  the 
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same  year  obtained  by  contract  from  the  Holland  Cc>m- 
pany  possession  of  the  land  upon  which  to  found  a 
village. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  town  was  on  the  Tonaw  anda 
j creek,  near  the  western  bounds.  Martin  Van  Slvke  and 
j Jacob  Crisman  locating  there  in  rSo;  or  180S.  The  ven- 
I erable  widows  Elizabeth  Van  .Slyke  states  that  she  visited 
j her  uncles  \'an  Slyke  and  Crisman  when  she  first  came 
j to  Tonawanda  in  1808.  Alarrying  Garrett  \'an  Slvke  in 

i 1812,  she  became  a resident  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 

j De  vVitt  Denison,  and  has  lived  in  the  neighborhood 

! since.  Mrs.  \'an  Slyke.  now  in  her  eight\-third  vear. 

I makes  her  own  clothes,  and  is  otherwise  a diligent  work- 
! er,  exhibiting  a patch-work  rpdlt  consisting  of  .a.Sco 

I pieces.  She  raised  a family  of  six  children.  Her  hiis- 

! band  died  in  1837.  Mrs.  Margaret  De  Cou.  a granddauuh- 
I ter  of  the  pioneer  Crisman,  resides  on  the  farm  first  taken 
up,  on  which  the  earliest  fruit  trees  were  planted  and 
the  first  fruit  grown  in  the  region.  The  first  deaths  remem- 
bered were  those  of  Martin  Van  Slyke  and  hi.>  eldest  son, 
John.  The  first  marriage  was  that  of  James  '\'an  Slvke 
and  Margaret  Crisman. 

Lawrence  Pickard  located  with  his  father.  Hartman 
Pickard,  in  1816.  His  enterprises  identified  him  with  the 
improvements  of  the  country.  Adding  to  his  landed  pos- 
sessions from  time  to  time,  he  was  a patron  of  his  loca!- 
ity.  Albert  H.  Pickard  is  one  of  his  living  children,  'i'lie 
father  died  February  15th,  tS6i.  Mrs.  l.ucy,  the  com- 
panion of  his  youth,  now  living,  was  the  daughter  of 
Philip  Woolever,  who  located  three  miles  ea?t  of  Tona- 
wanda in  1S16,  and  one  mile  west  of  Pendleton  in  1823. 
clearing  farms  at  both  places.  Mr.  Woolever  was  a con- 
tractor for  the  first  improvement  of  the  Tonawand.a 
creek.  He  died  February  29th,  1829.  aged  49  ; his  wife. 
Elizabeth,  February  17th,  1851.  aged  75.  , 

Cunrod  Richard  located  on  the  Tonaw.mda  creek  in 
iSr6.  His  son  hlenry  is  now  li\  ing  in  the  town.  'I'i.e 
father  died  February  i6th,  1859,  age  69;  his  w;te.  F.vi, 
Ihecember  2nd,  1S73,  aged  79. 

Garrett  Van  Slyke  located  in  the  west  jiart  of  die  town, 
in  1S22,  where  his  son  John  B.  m;w  resides.  I'he  f.ulnr 
located  in  the  county  first  on  the  Niagara  river.  Fir.-  • 
miles  below  Bbick  Rock,  in  1817.  He  iv.is  1 .iptc’-e.:  bv 
the  Indians  in  the  Revoliitiomm  war.  at  the  .’ue  of  six- 
teen; t.tken  to  t'anada,  and  adoj.t^L  < 'o  V . 

Br.int,  ot  wiiom  lie  was  puixhased  by  lus  u.n  .e  to;  ..  Be- 
loit of  rum,  and  restored  to  his  parents.  He  diid  in  .\[>rii. 
1.S24,  aged  53. 

r.eech  ami  Bear  ridges,  in  the  central  ipart  of  the  tnv  r.. 
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it  appears  were  the  next  locations  to  attract  the  early 
settlers.  On  them  wa'^:  found  an  elevation  above  the  sea 
of  water  that  in  an  early  day  covered  the  face  of  the 
country.  . Widow  Elizabeth  S.  Leland  states  that  her 
father,  Asa  .Vndrews,  bought  his  farm  on  Beech  Ridge  in 
iS’g,  and  was  the  first  that  settled  thereabouts.  Her 
husband,  Luther  Leland,  settled  in  1827. 

Thomas  Leonard  located  on  Bear  Ridge  in  1833;  re- 
maining there  ten  years,  he  removed  to  Mapleton,  where 
his  son  Allen  W.  Leonard  now  resides.  He  died  May 
20th,  1863,  aged  80.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Leonard  is  a daughter  of 
Samuel  B.  Crosby,  one  of  the  earliest  citizens  of  Lock- 
port,  connected  with  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
and  now  living  in  extreme  old  age  in  the  village  of  San- 
born. 

Henry  Tripp,  eighty-one  years  of  age,  resides  on  the 
farm  where  he  located  in  1824,  on  Beech  Ridge,  Alfred 
Pool  became  a resident  on  Beech  Ridge  in  1826,  on  the 
farm  where  he  died  March  i8th,  1870,  aged  68.  Silas 
Hall  made  a location  at  the  northern  limit  of  Beech 
Ridge  in  May,  1835,  when  it  was  yet  a wilderness,  and 
cleared  up  a farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  in  one 
of  the  most  desirable  locations.  At  the  time  of  his  set- 
tlement it  seems  there  was  still  a prevalence  of  wild  ani- 
mals; he  states  that  two  years  later  he  had  hogs  killed  by 
bears,  and  that  wolves  and  deer  were  plenty;  the  former 
disappearing  in  four  or  five  years,  while  the  deer  remained 
about  ten  years. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  town  no  settlement  was  made 
until  1812,  when  Adam  Folmer  took  a deed  from  the 
Holland  Company  for  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres; 
the  expressed  consideration  was  $757.50.  A part  of  the 
premises  is  now  owned  by  Charles  Longmate,  whose  father 
located  on  the  “ transit,”  four  miles  south  of  Lockport, 
in  1834,  and  removed  to  his  home  of  recent  years  in 
1839,  where  he  died  February  nth,  187S,  in  his  ninety- 
third  year.  At  the  time  Mr.  Longmate  settled,  the  Tran- 
sit road  had  not  been  improved  further  than  three  and  a 
half  miles  south  of  Lockport;  it  was  opened  to  the  Buf- 
falo road  about  two  years  after.  The  location  alluded  to 
is  known  as  Millport.  It  was  a place  of  prominence, 
from  the  extensive  transactions  in  timber  and  staves;  and 
the  point  where  a lock  was  originally  constructed  by 
Samuel  Wilkinson  to  extend  the  navigation  of  the  Tona- 
wanda  creek  for  about  five  miles  above. 

The  first  resources  of  the  town  were  those  of  a lum- 
ber country;  the  lumbering  business  was  the  dependence 
of  the  mo:5t  enterprising  who  ventured  to  undertake  the 
earliest  improvements.  'The  village,  during  the  construc- 
tion and  after  the  < ompletion  of  the  canal,  was  the  point 
of  attraction.  'There  was  L)ut  little  to  induce  settlement 
for  agricultural  purposes;  tlie  country  hatl  to  be  made 
dry  land  out  of  wet  phices.  It  h.is  been  accomplished, 
and  the  town  made  one  (d  agricultur.d  prosperity. 

l-ROM  'THE  'TOWN  RliCORDS. 

'The  village  obtained  its  name  previous  to  the  town. 
'They  are  said  to  have  been  called  .ifier  tlie  lira  name  of 
I’endleton  Ci.irk.  'The  town  was  formed  from  Niagara 


in  May,  1827.  The  first  town  officers  elected  were:  L. 
'Thayer,  supervisor;  G.  Van  .Slyke,  town  clerk;  Nathaniel 
! Sykes,  David  Chandler  and  James  Hawley,  assessors; 

Kimball  Feroin,  collector;  Willard  Sykes,  Lawrence  Pick- 
I ard  and  John  Baker,  commissioners  of  highways;  Baily 
I Curtis  and  Rossal  Richards,  overseers  of  the  poor;  Henry 
Keyes,  Alanson  Sykes  and  John  Schuyler,  school  commis- 
sioners; J.  Henderson,  A.  King  and  Asa  Milliken,  school 
inspectors;  Horace  Thatcher,  collector.  'The  amount  of 
school  money  voted  was  fifty  dollars.  It  was  “voted 
that  no  road  money  be  raised;”  “ that  overseers  of  the 
highways  be  fence-viewers  and  damage-appraisers  ;”  and 
that  “this  meeting  is  rejourned  to  the  house  of  David 
Chandler,  April,  first  Tuesday,  in  the  year  182S.”  Four- 
teen road  districts  were  established,  and  eight  school  dis- 
tricts. 

A memorandum  on  the  town  record  book  gi\es  an  ex- 
hibit of  the  condition  of  the  town  at  that  time  : “ On  ex- 
amination of  the  ta.x-list,  we  find  the  amount  of  property- 
taxed  in  the  seventh  range  is  572.51  dollars  ; the  amount 
of  property  taxed  in  the  present  town  of  Niagara  is 
1,630.25  dollars.” 

I The  present  principal  town  officers,  elected  at  the  late 
I annual  meeting,  are  Amos  A.  Brown,  supervisor ; 

William  Butler,  town  clerk  ; John  Beebe,  William  B. 
Lewis,  Morris  Wire  and  Selden  B.  Graves,  justices. 

THE  GERMAN  INHABITANTS. 

j The  German  population,  whidi  occupies  so  large  a por 
tion  of  the  southern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  town,  com 
menced  the  first  settlement  on  Tonawanda  creek,  west  of 
! Pendleton  village.  Philip  Woock  landed  there,  with  his 

family,  in  August,  1832,  coming  from  Bavaria.  Joh.n 
Adam  Koepfinger  and  wife  and  Joseph  Schimp  located 
at  the  same  time.  Orin  Fisk  located  on  the  east  side  of 
j the  canal  in  1844.  His  father  had  previously  settled  as 

i early  as  tSio  in  the  town  of  Royalton.  The  only  other 

I settler  at  the  time  was  John  Baker.  William  Woods  was 

j the  first  adventurer  between  the  canal  and  transit, 

I settling  in  1849.  Henry  W Goodian  came  in  the  next 

; year. 

j Emigrants  from  Germany  must  be  largelv  credited  with 
j the  most  permanent  agricultural  improvements  in  the 

! town.  'They  laid  the  siege  and  have  won  the  victory, 

I where  others  had  shrunk  in  despair.  They  have  over- 

j come  difficulties  and  suffered  privations  that  courage 

I failed  others  to  undertake  or  endure.  Seeking  the  most 

I thoroughly  cultivated  farms,  comfortable  homes  and  en- 

j joyment  of  luxury,  their  diligent,  patient  application  of 

j labor  and  economy  has  secured  tliem. 

I THE  ENLARGEMENT  OF  'THE  CANAL. 

j The  enlargement  of  the  canal  through  the  town,  com- 
j mencing'n  1850,  proved  to  be  an  im[)ortant  aid  in  bringing 
into  use  the  s\\  amp  lands.  The  ample  ditches  con.-irm  t- 
I ed  by  the  State  on  both  sides  enabled  the  farms  to  be 
I sufficiently  drained  for  all  [)rai  tical  piir[>oses. 

I 'The  work  for  the  construction  of  the  enlargeil  can.-’l 
I through  this  town  wa'^  conlra.cu-d.  for  in  October,  1850. 

I 
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contractors  were  Chamberlain  & Edgerton,  and 
Ktyj'-i  ^ Aiken  (a  tirm  of  which  Linns  Jones  Peck  was  a 

red  er,  who  after.vards  completed  the  work),  Anthony 

1 no'.  Collins  A'  Hilton.  Lee  Hitchcock,  and  lluell  A 
,f,ii.iUl.  The  gnard-lock  was  built  by  Duane  Slmler. 

» !-,c  mile  from  the  village  the  enlarged  canal  lakes  nearly 
t viircct  course  to  intersect  the  Tonawanda  creek,  short- 
ening the  distance  at  least  one-third. 

PEXDLETOX  VILLAGE. 

The  completion  of  the  canal  gave  birth  to  the  village 
' Pendleton  as  a timber  and  stave  market,  employing  a 
,,.r^e  amount  of  capital  to  transact  the  business  that  was 
annually  done.  Austin  Simons  was  identified  with  the 
bu'iness  of  the  village  as  a merchant,  and  of  the  country 
.js  a timber  and  stave  purchaser  in  1831,  and  for  thirty- 
fi\e  years  afterward.  William  B.  Lewis,  who  located  as 
.1  merchant  in  the  village  in  1834,  has  held  the  position 
of  postmaster  for  sixteen  years,  and  that  of  justice  of  the 
peace  over  thirty  years. 

The  first  building  erected  was  the  log  tavern  of  Pen- 
dleton Clark,  built  in  1821,  when  the  place  was  a wilder- 
ness. This  first  tavern  was  followed  by  a framed  building 
of  his  construction  in  1822.  'Phe  first  store  goods  were 
brought  in  by  Jerry  S.  Jenks,  who  died  soon  after  locating. 

There  are  two  hotels  at  Pendleton  village,  with  gro- 
ceries connected.  The  Sulphur  Spring  Flotel,  located  on 
the  bank  of  the  canal  near  the  guard-lock,  was  built  by 
Reuben  Fuller  and  Marshall  Martin  in  1850.  It  has 
been  owned  and  occupied  for  the  last  seventeen  years  by 
Trum,^  X'ichols.  At  this  place  the  town  elections  are 
held  and  town  business  transacted. 

CHURCHES. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
w.as  erected  in  1854,  being  substantially  built  with  brick. 
The  officers  at  the  time  were  ; John  Staebel,  cashier; 
-Martin  Woock,  secretary  ; Michael  Mayer,  John  Adam 
Koepfinger  and  Jacob  Lianna,  trustees.  The  church  was 
consecrated  by  Bishop  'Pinion. 

St.  Paul’s  German  Lutheran  church,  located  three 
miles  up  the  creek,  west  of  the  vdlage,  was  built  in 
‘^59- 

The  Presbyterian  church  at  Mapleton  originated  on 
Beech  Ridge,  in  1S35,  when  there  were  but  four  families 
interested,  who  used  a school-house  for  meetings,  or,  as 
often,  private  dwellings.  Rev.  Samuel  Leonartl  was  the 
first  pastor,  and  held  the  position  for  several  years.  'Phe 
first  members  were  : James  'Phompson,  Xathaniel  Sykes, 
George  Oliver,  Thomas  Leonard,  George  S.  Wellon,  .Man- 
son  Sykes,  Aaron  Parsons.  Silas  Flail,  and  members  of 
their  families. 

In  1S44  a church  was  forme<I  in  Shawnee,  the  members 
It  Beech  Ridge  joining.  It  was  under  the  charge  of  Rev. 
Roswell  Brooks  for  two  years,  and  he  was  followed  liy 
Rev,  Harvey  Chapin.  In  1S47  a movement  was  made  to 
erect  a church,  which  was  completed  tiie  following  year. 
Phe  society  having  been  formed  from  two  towns,  the 
name  ado]  ted  w as  •'  l-ir-t  Presbyterian  Cliurch  of  Pen- 
dleton and  W'lTca.tllvIvl." 

,\t  the  org.’.ni/atinn  ot  thechuri  li  at  .M;i[)kron,  tiie  fir.-st 
trustees  were  Lunes  Phompson,  Silas  Hall  ami  Isaac  H. 
Smith.  'Phe  number  of  members  was  eiglitcen.  It  is 
under  the  charge  of  the  Rev,  .V.  T.  R.tnkin.  T'ae  society 
i'  in  a prosperous  c.)*ulition,  a.s  is  evim'C'!  b}'  the  pre.-enl 
nu.njberof  ( ommunic-inis,  whu  lt  is  ei\>.'n  as  lifrv-six. 


'Phe  Methodist  church  of  the  village  of  Pendleton,  the 
only  Protestant  place  of  worship  in  the  village,  was  or- 
ganized March  lytli,  1858.  'Phe  trustees  were  Miranda 
Root,  Morris  Wire,  Lewis  .\bbott,  Franc  is  Kina  and 
William  Blowers.  Rev.  John  B.  Jenkins  was  the  pastor. 
'Phe  church  was  built  in  i860.  The  lot  was  given 
by  Wiliet  Clark,  for  the  use  of  all  evangelical  con- 
gregations. 

The  church  of  the  United  Brethren  was  organized  in 
March,  1874. 

LEADIXG  CITIZEXS  OF  PEXDLETOX. 

W.  C.  Andrus  came  from  Vermont  in  1823,  with  his 
father,  Asa  Andrus,  and  located  in  the  town  of  Rovalton. 
He  removed  to  Pendleton  in  1824.  He  married  .Miss 
Sophia  C.  Hills  in  1841.  Post-office,  Beech  Ridge. 

George  E.  .Andrus,  a native  of  the  town  of  Southing- 
ton, Conn.,  came  to  Pendleton  in  183S,  with  his  father, 
Warren  Andrus,  being  six  years  old  at  that  time.  He 
settled  on  the  Wort  farm,  and  resided  there  until  185O; 
then  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until  1855,  when  he 
resumed  farming,  and  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  twelve 
years.  Post-office,  Pendleton  Centre. 

James  H.  .Andrus  came  from  Hartford  county.  Conn., 
in  1837,  and  located  in  the  village  of  Pendleton.  Hevvas 
married  to  Susan  Gillings,  a native  of  Fmgland,  in  1S56. 
He  has  resided  on  his  present  place  since  1844.  Post- 
office,  Beech  Ridge. 

A.  H.  Ellis,  formerly  from  Xew  Jersey,  located  on 
Beech  Ridge  with  his  father.  He  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth L.  Richards  in  1845.  He  has  occupied  his  present 
farm,  part  of  the  Andrus  place,  for  fourteen  years.  Post- 
office,  Lockport. 

Rev.  R.  C.  Foote  and  son  are  engaged  in  farming. 
Rev.  R.  C.  Foote,  a native  of  Washington  county,  X.  V.. 
first  moved  to  McXall’s  Corners,  in  the  town  of  PvOyalton, 
He  entered  the  Methodist  Eiuscoiial  ministry  in  1836.  and 
retired  in  1S69  and  moved  to  his  present  residence.  In 
1864  he  was  married  to  Electa  Taylor.  His  son,  Clark 
R.  Foote,  occupies  a portion  of  the  homestead.  Post- 
office,  Pendleton  Centre. 

Lyman  Goodridge  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  moved  to 
Monroe  county  in  1S30.  He  married  .Mary  Burdh:  in 
1845,  and  in  1846  he  removed  to  Hartland,  then,  again, 
a few  years  later,  to  his  present  place,  a part  of  the  Doug- 
lass tract.  Mr.  Goodridge  was  elected  supervisor  of  the 
town  in  1859  and  i860.  Post-office.  Pendleton  Centre. 

Hon.  .A.  II.  Rickard  was  born  on  the  homestead  where 
he  now  resides.  He  was  married  in  1S61.  He  was 
elected  supervisor  in  1863,  and  has  served  six  ye.irs  in 
that  capacity.  Fie  has  also  been  a member  of  .Assembly. 
Post-office  address,  Pendleton  Centre. 

Flenry  Richard.  [lostmaster  at  Pendleton  Centre,  came 
to  Pendleton  with  his  grandfather  in  1816  from  .Madi.-on 
countv,  and  settled  on  I'onawanda  creek.  Fie  \\a>  mar- 
ried to  Margaret  A'an  Slyke  in  1822.  Fie  has  Iwen  ]io-t- 
master  twenty-five  years,  and  town  clerk  two  year-. 

.Mrs.  W.  Swackhamer.  a native  of  A'ermont.  w.i-  mar- 
ried in  tS6o  to  A\'.  .'swackh.uner.  He  died  in  1S77.  .Mr-. 

Swa^  khamer's  po-t-ofiice  addres-  1-  I’endleton  t Ar.".  e. 

Jame.-  ’lripp  is  the  -on  of  HeiirV  Tripp,  a nuuei  ’ 
Pennsylvania,  who  settled  in  the  town  in  1825.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Guthrie  in  1826.*  Of  a family  of  ten  children 
all  are  scattered  tlirougliout  the  W est,  except  jame-.  wh  j 
has  settled  on  t!ie  old  homestead  on  beech.  Ridge.  I'o-f 
ollice,  Lock[)ort. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  PORTER. 
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eariy  history  of  the  territory  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  this  town  is  of  national 
importance.  The  point  of  land  extending 
ont  into  the  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niaga- 
ra river  has  been  the  scene  of  events  which 
have  marked  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  world’s 
commerce,  and  done  much  to  shape  the  destinies 
of  four  nations — the  French,  the  English,  our  own  people 
and  the  tribes  of  savage  aborigines  whose  wigwams  were 
once  erected  in  the  shadows  of  the  forests  that  bordered 
the  lake  and  the  river,  in  whose  waters  they  paddled  their 
primitive  canoes.  These  events  are  too  important  for 
treatment  in  the  history  of  a town,  and  have  been  detail- 
ed in  the  chapters  of  general  history  which  precede  this 
department  of  this  work. 


THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  TOMAN. 

The  modern  history  of  the  town  of  Porter  dates  back 
to  the  beginning  of  its  general  settlement,  about  the  year 
1800.  Transient  settlements  were  made  at  early  periods 
by  the  French  at  Fort  Niagara,  but  no  permanent  settle- 
ment was  made  until  the  l.eginningof  the  present  century. 
John  Lloyd,  who  had  been  a soldier,  and  a member  of  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Niagara  in  1799,  settled  about  three  miles 
from  the  fort,  in  iSoi.  After  the  war  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  the  farm  near  Peter  Tower’s  known  as  the  “ Llovd 
farm,"  and  forming  part  of  lot  No.  27.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  those  who  took  up  or  settled  on  the 
lands  of  the  Holland  Purchase  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  present  town  of  Porter  from  the  commencement  of 
land  sales  to  the  year  1S07,  the  names  being  mentioned 
in  the  order  in  which  the  contracts  were  taken  each  year: 
1S03,  Elijah  Hoty,  John  Waterhouse,  Silas  Hopkins,  Peter 
Hopkins,  Obadiali  Hopkins,  Conrad  Zittle,  Ejihraim  Ho])- 
kins,  John  Clemmons,  Robert  Bigger,  James  Benedict, 
and  William  McBride;  1S04,  Peter  and  Ephraim  ffopkins 
took  articles  for  more  land,  and  the  new  comers  were 
Samuel  llopkins,  John  Freeman  and  John  Wilson;  iSo^, 
William  foggswell,  Jonathan  Jones,  .Abijah  I’errv  and 
Samuel  Shelly;  1S06,  Peter  Ripson  and  John  Brown.  Wil- 
Tiam  M<  Bride  took  u[)  more  land  this  year.  .V  few  of 
thiwe  lust  mentiimed,  among  them  Silas  Hojikins,  were 
not  actual  '’eitiers,  h:i>ing  taioui  up  tiie  l.c.ui  f ‘T  purp.oes 
of  speculation.  l.ionrad  /ittle,  wlua  wis  kroun  .iiaong 
th.e  early  settlers  as  "Coonrod  " Zittle,  came  from  L.in- 
caster  county.  Pa.,  and  lociUed  at  the  jilace  now  known 
as  “ Zittle's  Corners."  John  Brown,  who  w.i^  one  of  th.e 
early  ollicers  cjf  the  town,  w.is  c.dled  “ l anirer  bdin," 


afterward,  to  distinguish  him  from  another  John  Brown, 
who  built  a mill  and  went  by  the  name  of  “ Steam-mill 
John."  Abijah  Perry  w-as  the  father  of  William  Perrv, 
whose  birth,  August  nth,  i8ii,was  the  first  that  occurred 
in  the  town  after  general  settlement  begun,  and  who  is 
the  oldest  person  li\  ing  in  Porter  who  was  born  there. 
\Villiam  Coggswell,  who  was  ])robab!y  a man  of  some 
educational  attainments,  taught  the  first  school  in  Porter, 
in  1806,  a year  after  he  came.  Jonathan  Lutts  came  in 
1806,  and  bought  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  the  Holland  Land  Company.  He  improved  it  and 
continued  a resident  of  the  town  for  thirty  years. 

In  1 80S  Isaac  Swain,  who  had  previously  settled  on 
the  Military  road  in  Niagara,  removed  to  the  town  o*^ 
Porter  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  of  John  Mc- 
Bride, his  purchase  being  the  southern  half  of  lot  No.  3 
of  the  Mile  Reserve.  This  pioneer  passed  through  many 
exciting  adventures  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  sons,  M’ill- 
iam  and  George,  are  well  known  citizens  of  the  town,  at 
the  present  time.  Jacob  Lutts  was  the  first  settler  on  lot 
No.  22  of  the  Flolland  Purchase.  He  came  from  M’vom- 
ing  county  in  1S08,  driving  his  team  the  whole  distance. 
His  brother,  Michael  Lutts,  came  about  the  same  time, 
and  M’illiam  Arbuthnot  came  before  or  during  the  war. 

Owing  to  the  same  causes  which  impeded  the  progre=-> 
of  civilization  along  the  frontier  between  the  ye.trs  ihi2 
and  1815,  settlement  was  slow  in  the  town  during  this 
period,  only  two  settlers  of  importance  in  the  historv  of 
Porter  having  come  in  1814.  These  were  Rudolph  Chij)- 
saddle  and  Joseph  McCullum.  Clapsaddle  located  on 
lot  No.  4,  and  McCullum  on  lot  No.  9,  being  the  fi:>t 
settler  on  that  lot.  Afterward,  Clapsaddle  removed  to 
the  same  lot,  having  his  residence  where  Christopher 
Cla[)saddle  lives  now,  McCidlum  was  originallv  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  had  lived  for  a while  at  Canan- 
daigua. Another  who  settled  in  Porter  at  the  close  of 
the  war  was  John  Vrooman,  with  whose  earlv  life  there  i- 
some  history  connected  which  has  reference  to  this  iueal- 
ity.  He  was  stolen  from  Schoharie  countv  bv  the  Indi..i:- 
under  Brant,  during  the  Revolution,  and  brought  to  'I’uo- 
mile  creek,  where  he  was  kept  in  captivitv  a number  ( f 
years.  His  grandmother  and  an  aunt  were  killed  it  th.e 
rime  of  his  capture.  He  was  rescued  bv  >ome  officers  .it 
the  tort  -uul  sent  to  M('ntre;d,  from  which  ]>' s ■ ■ 

sepnetulv  nude  hi>  w.iv  home,  returning  to  It  Tr  ... . ' 
the  war  of  1812  to  take  11;)  a farm,  upon  wlij;|-.  he  < • m- 
tinued  to  live  during  life.  John  McLoughlin  eauie  froiu 
(i'anada  and  settled  in  Porter  in  iSi:;.  His  >.m.  - 

G.  .McLougiilin,  was  clerk  to  the  .-lUtler  at  bort  .Ni.:.,,.... 


FIRST  SETTLERS  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  PORTER. 


woi  afterwards  appointed  sutler  by  Secretary  Spen- 

JVlcr  Tower  came  this  year,  accompanied  by  his 

• i^>ihcr  Otis.  'I'he  Tower  brothers  made  their  journey 

;t  Massachusetts  with  two  horses  and  a wagon,  and 
■ ;nj.  consumed  four  weeks  or  more.  At  that  time  the 
; «n  of  Porter  was  a wilderness,  with  occasional  chop-  j 
;n  ■'i  of  three  or  four  acres,  where  earlier  settlers  had  j 

* * ^ .....  I 

rH'cted  their  cabins.  There  were  living  within  the  pres- 
ent town  limits  at  that  time  the  following  named  persons, 
lu.inv  of  whom  had  families  : John  Lloyd,  the  widow  of 

Jir.  West,  Filijah  Doty,  William  Doty,  Michael  Helms, 
Film  Brown,  Nathaniel  McCormick,  Conrad  Zittle,  Abi- 

Perry,  Judge  Hinman,  Gilbert,  Elijah  Hatha- 

«.iy,  widow  Guernsett,  Isaac  Swain,  Burton  and 

others. 

Peter  Tower  bought  an  article  for  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  of  Conrad  Zittle,  and  Otis  became  a pioneer  far-  | 
mer  in  \Vilson.  Michael  Helms  had  become  a resident 
of  I’orter  before  the  war,  and  Mr.  Tower  lived  in  his 
family  until  his  marriage,  renting  his  land  and  employing 
himself  at  his  trade  as  a carpenter.  He  was  the  first  car- 
jienterin  the  town,  and  his  services  were  in  good  demand 
in  all  the  country  around.  He  was  a cabinet-maker  as  well 
as  a carpenter,  and  he  made  most  of  the  coffins  in  which 
were  buried  those  persons  who  died  in  this  section  in  the 
early  days.  Mr.  Tower  early  identified  himself  with  the 
interests  of  the  town.  He  caused  to  be  opened  and  as- 
sisted to  construct  the  first  road  east  from  Four-mile 
creek  to  the  line  of  Cambria. 

In  i8i6  William  and  John  Clapsaddle  came  from 
Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  in  Porter,  the  latter 
locating  on  lot  No.  9.  It  is  said  that  the  journey  was  j 

made  w’ith  an  o.\  team,  which  was  the  first  ever  driven  | 

attached,  to  a wagon  over  the  five  miles  of  road  between 
Youngstown  and  Four-mile  creek.  He  built  the  first 
saw-mill  and  grist-mill  in  the  town  about  the  year  1817, 
and  he  was  also  the  keeper  of  a pioneer  tavern.  j 

David  Baker  settled  in  Youngstown  in  the  same  year.  } 
After  working  there  as  carpenter  for  three  years,  he  re-  j 
moved  to  that  part  of  the  town  now  known  as  Porter  j 

Center,  and  purchased  a portion  of  a lot  that  had  been  | 

articled  to  Gideon'  Curtiss,  afterward  receiving  a deed  for 
it  from  the  Holland  Land  Company.  The  following  year 
Gideon  Curtiss  came  to  Porter  and  took  up  land  now 
comprised  within  the  boundaries  of  the  settlement  known 
as  Ransomville.  He  cut  the  first  timber  felled  in  that 
part  of  the  town,  and  afterwards  helped  to  lay  out  the 
main  road  through  the  village  and  the  one  from  the  ridge 
to  the  lake.  Mr  Curtiss  came  from  near  Litchfield, 
C’onn.  G.  W.  Curtiss,  a brother  of  Gideon,  well  known 
as  Captain  Gilbert  W.  Curtiss,  came  from  Connecticut. 

He  tried  to  make  a clearing  near  that  of  his  brother,  but 
was  unable  to  do  so  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  ipro- 
\isions  and  monew  It  is  related  by  a descendant  of  the 
captain  th.at  he  had  onI_\  one  dollar  in  money,  with  which  I 
he  went  to  Canada  to  purch.ase  bread,  .\fier  he  had  j 
paid  his  ferriage  across  the  river,  he  had  only  sufticient  j 
mmiey  letl  t(j  bii\'  two  or  three  small  loa\es,  with  which  1 


he  returned,  and  kept  on  with  his  attempts  at  clearing  till 
he  was  obliged  to  stop  from  sheer  want  of  ne<  essary 
food,  leave  his  land  and  engage  to  serve  out  a part  of  tlie 
time  of  a soldier  at  Fort  Niagara,  .\fter  a time,  succe.ss 
so  far  crowned  his  efforts  to  establish  a home  in  th.e 
wilderness,  that  he  considered  himself  warranted  by  Iris 
circumstances  in  going  back  to  Connecticut  and  marry- 
ing a girl  to  whom  he  had  been  betrothed  before  first 
leaving  his  native  State.  The  bride  and  groom  returned 
in  a one-horse  covered  wagon  of  the  old  lumbering  st\  le. 
M'hen  they  arri\  ed  at  the  ridge  he  was  obliged  to  cut  a 
road  through  the  woods  to  the  location  of  Ransoim  ille, 
ahead  of  the  vehicle  which  contained  his  bride  and  siu  h 
of  their  meager  domestic  wealth  as  they  could  carry. 
Many  times,  when  old  age  had  whitened  the  captain's 
locks,  he  told  the  story  of  his  bridal  trip,  and  laughinglv 
compared  it  to  the  luxurious  and  e.\pensi\e  tours  of  the 
newly  wedded  couples  of  to-day;  and  the  contrast  w.is 
not  weakened  by  the  fact  that  the  journey  of  the  bride- 
groom from  Porter  to  Connecticut  was  made  on  foot. 
The  captain  was  commander  of  a company  under  the  old 
militia  law,  and  from  this  fact  originated  the  official  title 
by  which  he  was  known  through  life.  At  the  time  the 
captain  and  Mrs.  Curtis  came  from  Connecticut  they 
brought  apple  seeds,  which  he  planted,  transplanting  the 
young  trees  afterward  and  starting  an  orchard,  which  is 
to  be  seen  at  the  present  time  at  the  rear  of  the  gmin 
warehouse  of  his  sons,  the  Curtiss  Brothers,  at  Ransom- 
ville. From  this  primitive  beginning  has  grown  the  fruit 
interest  of  the  eastern  [lortion  of  the  town,  now  a source 
of  considerable  profit  to  the  farmers  there. 

Among  promfnent  settlers  in  the  town  between  the 
years  1820  and  1S30  the  following  are  the  names  of  some 
of  the  best  known;  Stephen  Eaton,  who  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  A.  J.  Platon,  about  the  ye.ir 
1820;  Charles  Quade,  who  located  sixty  acres  of  lot  No. 
51,  and  was  the  first  settler  on  said  lot,  and  who  in  vSgo 
built  a hotel  at  Quade's  Corners,  as  the  site  of  Ransom- 
ville was  called  at  that  time  ,Mrs.  Quade  had  been  a 
resident  of  Canada,  her  father’s  house  being  the  only  one 
not  burned  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  Niagara  by 
General  McClure,  May  27th,  1812  ; Jonathan  Moss,  wiio 
came  from  Yermont  in  1S23,  and  took  up  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  acres  of  land  at  the  place  since  known  as 
Moss's  Corners,  a mile  and  a half  west  of  Ranr>om\  ille; 
Da\  id  Force,  who  settled  on  part  of  lot  No.  26  in  1825; 
H.  D.  Jeffords  gheii  ten  years  old  . who  came  from  E)s- 
wego  county  with  his  father  in  1826  Mr.  Jefford.s  pur- 
chased of  Ric  hard  Cuddaback  the  farm  now  ow  ned  b> 
James  Warren  ; Jehial  C.  S.  Ransom,  an  uncle  of  W . 11. 
H.  Ransom,  of  Ransomville,  a former  resident  (ji  I l.-'te-r 
countv,  N.  Y.,  who  came  into  the  town  about  thi.>  time, 
making  the  journey  on  foi-t  he  was  afterwariis  the  iirsi 
postm.ister  at  Ransomville.  whicii  was  named  in 
honor);  L.  C.  Beals,  ^\■iili..m  KMe  .urd  _B  im  Ik  ' 
who  came  in  1S29.  J.  B.  Chirk  came  witii  h;s  : 
from  Seneca  county,  in  1S30,  and  settled  m the  town. 
His  son,  P.  C.  Clark,  is  a well  known  resident  ol  Por- 
ter at  the  present  time,  ow  ning,  a [tortion  o'  lot  55.  oii  ihe 
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j lake  shore.  Charles  O.  Willie  settled  on  lot  No.  ii  dur- 
ing the  following  year.  There  was  a log  house  on  tiie 
' ground,  whit  h had  been  erected  by  an  earlier  settler.  l,y- 
man  Whittaker  and  Krastus  Downer  also  became  resi- 
dents of  the  town  in  1831.  The  former  located  on  a farm 
owned  by  David  Burge.  He  afterward  removed  to  the  ! 
farm  of  Ira  Brown,  from  which  place  he  again  re- 
moved to  lot  No.  2,  where  he  had  purchased  a piece  of  . 
land.  David  Johnson  and  family  came  in  1832,  and  .S.  C.  ; 
McCormick,  accomj)anied  by  his  father’s  family,  came 
the  same  year.  Among  others  who  came  in  that  year 
were  William  C.  McCormick,  John  Robertson  and  David 
Johnson,  all  of  whom  were  accompanied  by  their  families. 
McCormick  drove  his  teams  from  Northumberland 
county.  Pa.,  by  way  of  Williamsport,  Painted  Post,  Ba- 
j tavia  and  Lockport,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Porter 
j bought  of  James  McCormick  the  place  where  he  now 
resides.  Robertson  settled  on  part  of  lot  No.  8 of  the 
, Holland  Purchase,  where  his  widow  lives  at  the  present 
time.  His  two  sons,  John  and  Christopher,  live  close  by. 
John.son  located  on  lot  No. 5,  where  there  was  no  clear- 
ing at  that  time.  He  drove  from  Vermont,  making  the 
journey  in  fifteen  days. 

Chester  Balcom,  John  Powley  and  William  and  John 
\V''hitfield  came  in  1834.  Balcom,  who  had  formerly 
resided  in  New  England,  settled  on  lot  No.  46.  His  son, 
Milo  C.  BaRom,  is  an  influential  citizen  and  prominent 
business  man  of  Youngstown.  In  company  with  his  brother 
Edward,  who  came  with  him,  John  Powley  purchased  land 
of  the  Holland  Land  Company,  his  choice  being  part  of 
lot  No.  5^2.  He  is  still  a resident  of  the  town.  The  Whit- 
fields setjed  on  lot  No.  45.  They  came  from  Rochester. 

In  1836  James  Warren  came.  He  owns  part  of  lot  No. 

6.  Henry  Balmer  became  a resident  of  the  town  during 
the  same  year,  purchasing  of  Jesse  Smith,  a former  settler, 
a portion  of  lot  No.  42.  George  Kyle  located  on  lot  No. 

I of  the  Holland  Purchase  in  1837.  Dayton  G.  Johnson 
and  family  settled  on  lot  No.  5,  and  William  Kyte,  ac- 
companied by  Francis  Kyle  and  other  members  of  his 
family,  on  lot  No.  52,  in  1838.  W.  H.  H.  Ransom  came 
to  Ransomville  from  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1839,  and 
worked  at  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  Thomas  Simmons  came  during  this  year 
also. 

During  the  ne.vt  ten  years  several  well  known  families 
settled  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  prominent  among 
whom  may  be  mentioned  the  following  : N.  D.  Mesler. 
from  the  town  of  Niagara,  in  1840;  Levi  Brookins,  in 
1845  ; H.  B.  Timothy,  in  184S  ; Robert  Owen,  in  1849, 
and  Dr.  A.  G.  Skinner,  in  1850. 

CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  town  of  Porter  was  formed  from  Cambria,  June 
ist,  1812.  Wilson  was  taken  off  in.  iSiS.  It  has  been  ! 
stated  that  the  first  town  meeting  for  the  town  of  Porter 
was  held  at  the  house  ot  Peter  Power,  in  1819.  This 
would  seem  to  have  been  line  from  an  inspecliun  of  the 
books  of  record  in  the  office  of  tlie  town  clerk  ; but  tiiere 
is  an  earlier  recorrl  book  ot  the  town  of  Porter,  to  which 


access  has  been  granted  by  courtesv  of  S.  Park  Baker, 
Esi|.,  an  attorney  of  \’oungsiown,  which  opens  with  a 
transrript  of  the  “proceedings  of  the  annual  town  meet- 
ing held  in  the  town  of  Porter,  on  the  iith  day  of  .-Viiril, 
A.D.  1815.”  The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  one  or 
two  annual  meetings,  together  with  other  entries,  are  to 
be  found  in  this  book,  but  they  do  not  embrace  a suf-. 
ficient  period  to  make  an  unbroken  record  to  the  date  of 
the  town  meeting  before  mentioned  as  having  taken  place 
in  1819.  It  does  not  seem  improbable  that  the  war  of 
1812  might  have  prevented  the  regular  order  of  town 
business  previous  to  1815;  yet  there  is  nothing  in  the 
records  of  the  meeting  of  April  iith,  1815,  to  indicate 
that  it  was  the  first  one  ever  held  in  the  town,  and  the 
absence  of  records  for  two  or  three  years  previous  to 
1819  could  scarcely  be  attributable  to  the  same  cause. 
The  following  is  a copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  town  meeting  of  .\pril  iith,  1815  ; 

“The  following  persons  were  chosen  officers  of  said 
town,  viz.  : 

“De.xterP.  Sprague,  supervisor;  Elijah  Hathaway,  town 
clerk;  Joseph  Pease,  Nathaniel  McCormick  and  Thaddeus 
N.  Sturges,  assessors;  Conrad  Zittle  and  Zebulon  Coats, 
overseers  of  the  poor;  Benjamin  Kemp,  John  Martin  and 
John  Brown,  commissioners  of  highways;  David  Porter, 
constable  and  collector;  Thaddeus  McIntyre,  constable; 
Conrad  Zittle  and  David  Porter,  pound  keepers.”  P'or 
some  reason  une.xplained  by  the  records,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  supply  the  place  of  Dexter  P.  Sprague,  as  is  at- 
tested by  the  following,  which  is  a literal  copy  of  the  en- 
try: “At  a special  town  meeting  of  the  town  of  Porter, 
held  on  the  20th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1815,  was  chosen 
Reuben  Wilson,  supervisor.”  Reuben  Wilson  was  a 
prominent  early  resident  of  that  portion  of  Porter  which 
w'as  afterwards  erected  into  a separate  tow  n,  taking  its 
name  from  him — Wilson. 

The  proceedings  of  the  town  meeting  of  1819,  which 
has  been  several  times  described  as  the  first  town  meet- 
ing in  the  town  of  Porter,  appear  in  the  records  as  fol- 
lows: 

“At  a town  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Peter  Tower 
the  sixth  day  of  April,  1819,  Elijah  Doty,  Esq.,  justice  of 
the  peace,  presided. 

“The  following  persons  were  chosen  officers  for  the  en- 
suing year,  viz.:  Michael  Helms,  supervisor;  Thomas 

Brown,  town  clerk;  Jonathan  Bell,  George  Ash  and  Wil- 
liam Doty,  assessors;  John  Dunlap,  collector;  Conrad 
Zittle  and  Daniel  Kelly,  overseers  of  the  poor;  Conrad 
Zittle,  Daniel  Kelly  and  Richard  Cuddaback,  commis- 
sioners of  highwajs;  Moses  Barto,  A.  G.  Hinman  and 
John  A.  Hyde,  commissioners  of  common  schoois; 
Jonathan  Bell  and  Isaac  Swain,  inspectors  of  common 
schooD;  John  Itunlap,  constable;  Daniel  Kelly,  pound 
keeper.” 

The  following  rules  and  regulations  were  adopted  .at 
the  said  meeting,  \i/.:  It  was  pro\ uieu  ih.il  eeri.on  ani- 
mals should  not  be  [lennitied  to  run  at  huge.  ‘Wray  oi.w- 
son  ha\  ing  Canada  thistles  growing  on  the  farm  that  he 
owns  or  j ossesses,  and  does  not  cut  them  off  near  th.e 
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PORTER  TOWN  OFFICIALS— PIONEER  EVENTS. 


of  Iiino  and  the  middle  of  .August,  shall  forfeit 
. ;:,i  >il  five  dollars,  one  half  to  the  complainant  and 

. ..  , r half  to  the  use  of  the  poor.”  The  following 

,,  < ! money  were  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
I'N  Npccitied:  For  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  for  the  support  of  the  poor, 
!,>rtv  dollars:  to  build  a pound  in  Youngstown,  thirty 


dollars. 

Fourteen  path  masters  were  chosen  to  have  supervision 
-■i  the  different  road  districts. 

I jtcr,  the  following  entry  appears  on  the  record  : 

“ Mch.  4th,  1820.  Settled  all  accounts  between  the 
towns  of  Porter  and  Wilson.  Copy  of  certificate  : ‘ This 
•I'.i.iv  certify  tliat  the  supervisors  and  poor-masters  over- 
seers of  poor  of  the  towns  of  Porter  and  Wilson  settled 
all  accounts  and  divided  all  the  money  in  the  supervisors’ 
and  port-masters’  hands,  and  made  a final  settlement  ac- 
cording to  the  act.’ 

“■Signed,"  Reuben  Wilson,  ) ^ 

' ® rr  t Supervisors. 

Michael  Helms,  ) * 

Burgoyne  Kemp,  ) 

Conrad  Zittle, 

Thomas  Brown,  Town  Clerk. 


Overseers  of  Poor. 


The  names  of  the  present  town  officials,  elected  April 
9th,  1878,  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor,  Richard  D.  Balmer;  towm  clerk,  James  P. 
Marshall;  justices  of  the  peace,  Rensselaer  Ward,  N.  D. 
Mesler,  Warren  Jackman,  George  D.  Eaman;  commis- 
sioner of  highways,  Samuel  Baker;  collector,  Joseph 
Tliompspn;  overseers  of  the  poor,  James  Canfield,  Rich- 
mond B.  Johnson;  constables,  P'rank  L.  Powley,  John  L. 
Whittaker,  J.  T.  Warren,  George  W.  Perry;  assessors, 
John  Relly,  P'rancis  Kyte,  William  Swain. 


PIONEERS  AND  EARLY  EVENTS. 


Interest  always  attaches  to  those  who  were/  earliest  in 
different  occupations  or  professions  in  any  community. 
The  first  inn  ever  kept  in  the  town  of  Porter  was  kept  by 
Robert  Guernsett  where  Youngstown  now  stands.  Guern- 
sett  died,  and  his  widow  kept  the  inn  open  some  time 
afterward.  Colonel  Hathaway,  a well  known  early  resi- 
dent of  the  town,  kept  a tavern  in  a building  on  the 
ground  now  occupied  by  tiie  Ontario  House  as  early  as 
1815,  and  for  some  time  afterward.  There  was 
a small  grocery  connected  with  it.  Peter  Tower  opened 
his  house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pulilic  as  earlv  as 
1818  or  1820.  His  residence  and  jiublic  house  was  then 
a small  log  building  east  of  Youngstown,  near  the  pres- 
ent dwelling.  John  Clapsaddle  was  also  an  early  tavern- 
keeper  in  the  town.  The  first  tavern  where  Ransomville 
now  is  was  opened  by  Captain  Curtiss  in  182^.  There 
were  several  other  houses  of  entertainment  opened  in 
different  p:irts  of  the  town  in  the  early  days,  but  those  of 
which  mention  has  been  made  were  the  l>est  known. 
man  named  Daggeir,  from  the  .Mohawk  country,  had  ihe 
first  blacksmith’s  shoj)  in  Youngstow  n. 

Dr.  John  Hyde,  who  came  in  1818,  was  the  first 
pliysician  giving  his  attention  to  general  jiractice.  thouch 


! 

i there  were  surgeons  at  P'ort  Niagara  at  a very  earlv  d,:\. 

I One  of  the  best  known  among  them  was  Dr.  West,  who 
i w'as  stationed  there  about  the  time  of  the  war.  He  ilied 
I during  or  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  his  famiiv 
1 were  residents  of  the  town  subsequently.  A little  north 
I of  the  residence  ot  Peter  Tower  lived  an  old  woman 
I named  Woods.  She  was  a widow  who  had  devoted  con- 
siderable time  and  trouble  to  the  study  of  the  medicinal 
qualities  of  roots,  herbs  and  barks.  She  is  said  to  have 
1 been  quite  successful  in  her  treatment  of  some  disease.^ 

1 having  been  preferred  by  many  of  the  pioneers  to  .ir.\- 

i other  physician  within  reach.  The  first  grave-vard  in 

j Porter,  and  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  United  States,  is  the 

' burying-ground  at  Port  Niagara.  Interments  were  nude 

! there  as  early  as  1687.  L'ntil  1759itwastheburi.il  [dace  of 

j the  PTench  garrison,  from  that  daf:  until  1791  that  of  the 

i English  garrison,  and  since  that  period  that  of  tiie 

[ American  garrison.  Here  are  buried  those  who  fell  in 

the  siege  of  Fort  Niagara  in  1759,  those  who  were  killed 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  many  who  during  all  this  thne 
running  back  through  nearly  two  centuries,  ha\  e died  ot 
j disease.  Judge  De  Veaux  wrote  of  this  burial  place: 

I “A  few  rods  from  the  barrier  gate  of  P'crt  Niagara  was 

I the  burying  ground.  It  was  filled  with  memorials  of  the 

mutability  and  poverty  of  human  life,  and  o\  er  the  jairta! 
of  entrance  was  painted  in  large  and  emphatic  characters 
the  word  '’Rest,'  and  this  word  Rest,  in  its  relation  to  tiie 
ancient  place  of  sepulture,  formed  the  theme  of  a beauti- 
ful poem  by  the  late  William  H.  C.  Hosmer,  of  Avon, 
New  York.” 

The  first  mail  carrier  to  the  places  on  this  part  of  the 
Holland  Purchase  was  Philip  Beach,  who  wa>  employed 
about  the  beginning  of  this  century  to  carry  the  mail 
from  Fort  Niagara  to  Batavia,  traveling  the  route  on  foot 
and  keeping  his  course  by  blazed  trees.  The  bag  con- 
tained letters  principally,  and  was  so  small  that  h.e  carried 
j it  in  his  coat  pocket.  From  Canandaigua  his  route  lav 
J across  the  great  bend  of  the  “Tonewania”  to  'Pone- 
I wanta  village,  where  he  halted  over  night  at  the  house  of 
Poudrey,  a PTenchman.  Thnce  he  followed  the  Indian 
! trail  to  the  ridge,  near  Warren’s  Corners,  and  along 
I ridge  to  the  “ Landing,”  as  Lewiston  was  then  c.dled,  an,; 

! thence  along  the  old  Militarv  road  to  the  fort.  Such  witc 
I . . . . . . " . 

I the  primitive  mail  facilities  ot  the  Holland  Ihircha-^c,  t:,e 
j settlement  in  Porter  being  one  of  the  earliest  sein  ed  with 
I a post  delivery. 

I The  first  carpenter  in  the  town  was  Peter  Tower.  The 
I first  school,  taught  in  1806,  by  William  Cogg-;\\ell,  h .< 
been  adverted  to.  This  was  openeil  in  Wing^town. 
One  of  the  earliest  s*ehools  in  the  town  oui-'ide  d the 
village  was  kept  in  1824,  or  1825,  in  a log  hou'e  at  the  in  ' 
of  Peter  Tower’s  lot,  by  Sally  Totten.  I'he  biuUbng  :....; 
formerlv  served  as  a residence  tor  the  t.unily  01  i'l.  .-; 
McIntyre,  who,  previous  to  the  time  mentioned,  h.a  l ' • ; 
out  to  Mr.  'Power  and  gone  to  .Michig.in.  'I'!'  . re 
I no  public  school-hou--es  then.  'Phere  w.-,'  ,1  t..n:''  i ' 

j lot  No.  0 of  the  Mile  Reserve  at  an  early  d.ite.  It  a..' 

I built  before  the  war,  anti  was  owned  by  Burton  vV  s 
j Claiisatldle’^  grist-mill,  erected  in  1817,  was  the  lir-t  m . 
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I built  in  the  town.  The  water  power  is  said  to  have  been 

’ insufficient  to  keep  it  in  operation  more  tlian  two  or  three 

months  in  the  year,  ll  finally  went  out  of  use,  and  there 
was  an  interval  of  several  years,  during  which  the  settlers 
were  obliged  to  go  to  mil!  at  Niargara  Falls  and  down  to 
the  F/iglueen-mile  creek.  The  present  large  mill  at 
Youngstown  superseded  it.  The  first  store  in  the  town 
of  Porter  was  kept  in  Young^r.o\Mi  by  John  Young.  Judge 
H inman  was  the  firi^-t  iw-^tmaster  at  Youngstown. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  at  the  fort  at  an 
early  date,  but  worship  in  the  village  or  in  the  town  was 
of  rare  occurrence  previous  to  the  organization  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Youngstown,  in  1S23.  Judge 
Hinman  often  led  in  divine  worship,  holding  meetings  at 
I the  cabins  of  the  early  settlers,  and  at  times  there  would 

I be  preaching  by  2dethodist  itinerants.  .Vfter  the  erection 

I of  the  first  school-house  in  Youngstown,  meetings  were 
held  there.  At  one  time  regular  meetings  were  held  in 
the  school-house  by  a circuit  preacher  once  in  three 
weeks.  The  first  saw-mill  in  the  tovvn  of  Porter  was 
'■  erected  by  John  Clapsaddle,  the  builder  and  owner  of  the 
first  grist-mill,  about  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  grist- 
mill. It  has  gone  to  decay. 

INCIDENTS  DURING  AND  AFTER  THE  WAR. 

Although  the  leading  events  of  the  war  of  1812  have 
! been  detailed  in  the  general  history  of  the  frontier  and 
the  county,  there  are  a few  which  properly  belong  to  that 
department  of  our  work  which  is  devoted  to  a record  of 
i the  historical  characters  and  incidents  of  the  town  of 
Porter.  No-  character  of  the  early  days  is  better  remem- 
bered than  Michael  Lutts,  and  no  narratives  of  danger 
and  bloodshea  in  those  adventurous  times  have  been 
oftener  referred  to  by  the  early  settlers,  than  those  of  his 
implacable  hatred  and  sanguinary  vengeance  upon  the 
British  for  one  of  the  greatest  wrongs  one  man  can  suffer 
at  the  hands  of  another.  Michael  Lutts  is  represented 
by  those  who  remember  him  as  a man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary domestic  affection,  and  one  uniformly  kind  and 
tender  of  heart,  except  toward  those  whom  he  knew  or 
imagined  to  be  related  in  some  manner  to  those  who  had 
wronged  him  so  deeply.  While  the  British  held  Fort 
Niagara  after  its  capture,  a party  of  soldiers,  members  of 
the  English  garrison,  went  to  the  house  of  Lutts,  not  far 
distant,  and  brutally  insulted  and  outraged  Mrs.  Lutts  and 
her  daughter,  in  the  absence  of  the  husband  and  father. 

Lutts  swore  vengeance  on  the  British  soldiery,  and  for 
years  devoted  his  life  to  a consummation  of  that  oath. 
Soon  after  the  occurrence  first  mentioned  he  sent  his 
family  down  toward  Rochester,  where  they  remained  until 
the  establishment  of  amicable  relations  between  the 
United  States  government  and  Great  Britain,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  English  truo[)s  from  our  frontier.  But 
Lutts  remained,  and,  accompanied  bv  his  brother  Jacob, 
who  aided  him  in  his  work,  of  death,  was  almost  eoi.st.mtb 
roaming  through  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  tl'.e  fort, 
watching  for  his  victims.  They  would  shoot  a man  in  the 
British  uniform  on  sight.  When  a gang  of  si^ldiers  u-as 
det.iiled  to  cliop  wood,  or  for  the  pertormam  e ol  an\ 


I other  duty  remote  from  the  fort,  it  was  necessarv  for 

I them  to  post  sentinels  about  them  while  they  worked,  to 

1 guard  against  an  une.xjiected  and  deadly  attack  by  tiie 

I Lutts  brothers.  It  is  said  that  the  sight  ot  a red  coat 

j would  throw  Michael  Lutts  into  a frenzy  of  uncontrollable 

I anger,  and  no  man’s  life  was  safe  in  his  presence  if  he 

presented  even  a suggestive  appearance  of  an  English 
I soldier.  William  .-Vrbuthnot,  an  early  settler,  had  render- 
I ed  some  service  to  the  British  officers  in  return  for  which 
I they  desired  to  shield  him  from  an  attack  by  their  Indian 
allies.  As  a means  of  affording  him  this  protection  they 
gave  him  the  coat  of  a British  soldier  to  wear,  with  the  as- 
surance that  it  would  insure  him  safety  from  the  Indians; 
but  it  was  the  means  of  subjecting  him  to  a danger  as 
great  as  that  from  which  besought  to  escape.  It  is  related 
that  he  barely  escaped  being  shot  by  Lutts,  while  passing 
I through  the  woods  one  day. 

I While  the  British  held  possession  of  the  fort,  Michael 
I Lutts,  John  Lloyd  and  a man  named  Martin  were  at 
I one  time  together  in  the  timber  about  a mile  east  of  the 

: mouth  of  the  river.  Emerging  upon  a little  cleared  space 

on  the  lake  shore,  where  an  old  log  shanty  stood  which 
had  long  been  empty,  they  heard  sounds  that  indicated 
that  some  one  was  inside.  Lutts  approached  the  cabin 
cautiously,-  and  peering  through  a chink  in  the  wall  saw  a 
dozen  English  soldiers  within,  lying  on  the  ground  in 
various  stages  of  intoxication.  He  informed  his  com- 
panions that  he  meant  to  kill  them,  and  despite  their  ex- 
postulations and  entreaties  he  went  inside,  and  quickly 
shooting  one  or  two  who  were  in  a condition  to  resist,  fell 
upon  the  helpless  soldiers  with  his  knife,  and  killed  them 
all  before  his  companions  had  sufficiently  recovered  from 
their  surprise  to  do  anything  to  prevent  the  wholesale 
slaughter. 

Early  one  midsummer  morning  the  Lutts  brothers  came 
out  through  the  woods  to  the  bank  of  the  river  about 
midway  between  Youngstown  and  Fort  Niagara.  A Ca- 
nadian vessel  was  lying  at  anchor  out  in  the  bay.  There 
was  but  one  man  in  sight  on  the  vessel.  He  was  in  the 
uniform  of  a British  officer,  and  was  lying  asleep  on  the 
deck.  Michael  Lutts  raised  his  rifle,  and  taking  deliberate 
aim  at  the  unconscious  officer  shot  him  fatally.  In  a mo- 
ment the  brothers  had  gained  the  cover  of  the  timber,  and 
made  good  their  escape  before  the  men  on  board  the  ves- 
sel, who  had  been  aroused  by  the  report  of  the  rifle,  had 
ascended  to  the  deck. 

Many  incidents  of  a similar  character  are  related  of 
Michael  and  Jacob  Lutts.  Others  might  be  mentioned 
in  this  connection,  but  enough  have  been  narrated  to  gi\  e 
the  reader  an  idea  of  the  persistency  with  which  they 
I prosecuted  their  work  of  vengeance.  To  suppose  that 
they  were  permitted  to  hunt  down  and  murder  the  soldier> 

' of  the  British  garrison  without  any  opposition  would  be 
folly.  Their  lives  were  doubtless  in  danger  often,  but 
tl'.ey  Were  ^\  IK'  woodnwn.  w ell  trained  in  all  tiie  triiks 
and  make-shifts  of  border  life,  and  in  this  respect  doubt- 
less had  an  advantage  over  the  British  soldiers.  The  ha- 
tred of  the  FmgbKh  by  .Michael  Lutts  li\ed  while  he  li\ ed. 
''  ■.-ars  ,ifter  tiie  war  the  sii-.hlen  appear.ince  of  a man  in  a 
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k , «Ms  suffi'-  icnt  to  arouse  in  him  the  old  insane 
• r tor  l.'iood,  and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  gloried  in 
> -..inguinary  achievements  of  the  past,  often  referring 
I ut  them  with  evident  pride. 

i !.;te  as  182.S,  an  incident  occurred  that  showed  how 

^ ;ron.2  was  his  ruling  passion.  The  people  of  Youngs- 

; ..cn  had  decided  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  our  na- 

I ’ ..nil  indc]>rTidence  in  a fitting  manner.  No  Fourth  of 
^ ■ 
i 1 1 c'ebratiorr  woub.l  be  complete  without  a cannon, 

" .ml  of  course  a cannon  ums  brought  into  reipiisition  on 

. occasion.  It  was  planted  on  the  river  bank  between 

■ .<  \iliage  and  the  fort,  its  mu.?,zle  pointed  toward  the 

i ullage  of  Niagara,  on  the  Canadian  side.  Of  course  it 

v.u  intended  to  load  it  with  powder  and  wads  in  the  usual 

i w.iv,  the  report  being  the  only  object  sought.  In  the  pro- 

1,  of  loading  the  first  time,  Michael  Lutts,  who  was 

,.rc>ent,  was  detected  in  an  attempt  to  put  a si.x-j»ound 

3 bail  into  the  piece.  He  was  prevented  from  carrying  out 

f his  purpose,  which  he  relinquished  quite  unwillingly,  and 

i only  after  much  e.xpostulation.  “ Put  it  in,  boys  ! ” he 

-.aid,  i)ointing  toward  the  village  across  the  river.  “ Give 

I it  to  ’em  I D — n ’em  ! Fire  on  ’em  ! 

i Jacob  Lutts  rescued  one  of  the  three  survivors  after 
the  surrender  of  Fort  Niagara  to  the  British.  It  is  re- 
lated of  him  that  he  saw  him  coming  through  the  woods 
i:lad  only  in  a bloody  shirt.  He  had  been  bayonetted 
and  left  for  dead.  Mr.  Lutts  took  him  home,  nursed 
iiim  and  cared  for  him  till  he  was  able  to  go  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Batavia. 

The  Lutts  brothers  remained  in  Porter  until  the  end  of 
their  lives.  They  were  well  known  and  respected  citi- 
zens. Harry  Lutts,  an  enterprising  farmer  in  the  town, 
is  the  only  survivor  of  the  family  of  Jacob  Lutts.  Ter- 
rible as  was  the  vengeance  of  Michael  Lutts,  there  are 
few  who  will  say  that  it  was  without  commensurate  prov- 
ocation. 


v> ; 

I 

I 

1 ent  time  this  average  diminution  of  area  along  the  lake 
has  been  attained,  the  land  having  washed  away  in  places 
to  a distance  of  fiftv  or  si.xty  rods.  The  laml  skirting 
the  river  has  also  been  worn  away  to  a considerable 
e.xtent,  the  former  site  of  the  road  from  Youngstown  to 
j the  fort  now  being  under  water,  and  other  changes  no 
less  marked  having  been  wrought  almost  imperceiaibl v 
I through  a considerable  [leriod  of  time, 
i The  soil  is  generally  a rich  gravelly  loam.  .\  strip  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  town,  on  the  lake  shore,  is  a stiff 
clay,  superior  for  wheat.  The  land  in  all  parts  of  ilie 
town  is  excellent  for  crops  of  every  kind.  The  i)rinci[)al 
i grains  are  wheat  and  barley,  but  cereals  of  all  sorts  tre 
j extensively  cultivated.  .\p])les  are  a staple  product,  and 

! peaches  are  successfully  grown  in  some  parts  of  tiie  town, 

I According  to  the  journal  of  tiie  Ito.ird  of  -;u[)er\  i>or:,  of 
I Niagara  county  for  the  \ear  1877,  tiie  a^^e-'-'Cil  valuation 
1 of  property  in  Porter  was  $1,405,310,  of  which  amount 
, $1,333,3 10  was  tissessed  on  real  estate  and  $72,00000 

j personal  property.  The  total  amount  of  tax  was  $9,424.77  ; 
$998  being  school  tax. 

RANSOMVILLE. 

The  land  where  Ransornville  stands  was  first  occupied 
by  Gideon  Curtiss  in  1817.  He  chopped  the  first  clearing 
and  erected  the  first  log  shanty  at  that  place,  and  he  after- 
wards kept  the  first  tavern  there,  in  a log  building  standing 
on  the  ground  where  Taylor  Brothers’  store  burned  afew 
years  ago.  His  brother,  Gilbert  \V.  Curtiss,  came  in  1819. 
h\n  account  of  his  journey  and  settlement  has' been  given 
in  the  preceding  pages.!  In  1825  he  opened  a tavern  in 
a log  house  which  stood  in  front  of  the  site  of  the  pies- 
I ent  Ransornville  House,  his  brother  having  given  up 
tavern-keeping  before  that  date;  and  in  1840  he  built  the 
Ransornville  House,  which  he  conducted  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  December  ist,  1868. 


FACTS  AND  STATISTICS. 


PRPtSF.NT  UUSI.VKSS  EST.VlU.ISH.MENTS. 


The  town  of  Porter  was  named  in  honor  of  Judge 
.Augustus  Porter,  of  Niagara  Falls.  In  1814  the  popula- 
tion of  the  town  was  only  148;  in  1875  it  had  increased 
j to  2,098.  It  is  the  northwest  corner  town  of  Niagara 
j countv,  its  western  and  northern  boundaries  being  the 
j Niagara  river  and  Lake  Ontario,  and  its  eastern  and 
I soutlf^rn  boundaries  the  towns  of  Wilson  and  Lewiston, 
i Its  surface  is  level.  Four-mile  and  Six-mile  creeks  and  the 
1 west  branch  of  Twelve  mile  creek,  cross  the  town  in  a 
! northerly  course,  and  some  smaller  creeks  having  their 
sources  within  its  boundaries  empty  into  the  lake  at  its 
northern  limit;  and  a short  creek  known  as  Two-mile 
Run  rises  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  and  empties 
into  the  Niagara  river  within  the  limits  of  the  village  of 
Youngstoan. 

There  are  within  the  boundaries  of  the  town  19.050 
acres  ol  land,  of  which  14,7  it  are  im'proved  and  .4,3  59 
.ire  unimproi’ed  When  the  hind  w is  surveyed  along  tlie 
lake  shore,  about  sixty  years  ago,  an  allowance  of  thirtv 
or  forty  rods  wide  was  made  for  the  probable  we.iring 
,iway  liy  ( (instant  cont act  with  the  w.iler.  To  the  pres- 


Since  the  death  of  Caiitain  Curtiss  the  Ransornville 
House  has  been  kept  open  by  his  sons,  who,  under  the 
i firm  name  of  Curtiss  Brothers,  are  well  known  business 
men  of  the  village.  In  1877  they  erected  a large  grain 
warehouse,  called  the  ‘‘Excelsior  Elevator,”  on  the  track 
of  the  R.  W.  (A  O.  R.  R.  This  is  one  of  the  most  lightly 
! buildings  in  the  place,  being  thirty  by  sixty  feel  in  size, 

I with  twenty-four-foot  posts,  and  having  a storage  capacity 
I of  at  least  25,000  bushels.  The  Curtiss  Brother>  are 
I doing  an  extensive  and  constantly  increasing  busine>s  in 
I the  purchase  and  shi[iment  of  wheat,  barley  and  other 
! kinds  of  grain.  Their  jnirchases  in  the  early  [lart  oi  the 
year  1878  amounted  to  more  than  20.000  bu-'hels. 

Prominent  among  the  business  men  ot  Ransoimille 
! mav  be  mentioned  the  firm  of  W.  H.  H.  R.insom  A;  Son. 

I W.  H.  H.  Ransom,  who  has  been  mentioned  ash.uine 
settled  in  Porter  in  i>  •(  r piiw'.  (•;'  C 

, Ransom,  the  first  j 'ostm.i.'ter  in  tk.e  \ d!.;ge.  w'.f  ( ...  . 

Ransomvilie  from  L"l.^ter  county,  on  foiU.  ,'bout  the  year 
1826,  and  for  w hom  tlie  \ illage  of  R.insoim  ilie  w . is  mimed 
d'he  other  member  ot  the  firm  of  W . 11.  II.  R.uisom  <V 

I 
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Son  is  Elton  T.  Ransom,  late  supervisor  of  the  town  ot 
) Porter.  The  firm  deal  heavily  in  general  merchandise  and 
do  consideral)le  business  in  grain,  having  a side  track  on 
the  R,  W.  (.Y  O.  R.  R.,  upon  which  they  erected  a substan- 
’tial  brick  warehouse  in  1877.  The  finest  building  in  the 
village  is  the  large  brick  store  of  \V.  H.  H.  Ransom  «Y  Son, 
which  was  built  in  1872.  The  brick  store  building  now 
owned  by  James  Bullock  was  erected  several  years  since 
by  Messrs.  Fowler  dY  Harwick.  A saw-mill  was  built 
some  years  ago  by  Joseph  Fowler.  It  has  been  twice 
burned  and  rebuilt.  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  James 
Bullock. 

There  are  four  general  stores  in  Ransomville,  those  of 
W.  H.  H.  Ransom  <Y  Son,  James  Bullock,  G.  I.  Eaman 
and  C.  A.  Barnes;  two  wagon  shops,  C.  Sanger's  and 
i that  of  W.  W.  (Y  H.  H.  Helms;  four  blacksmith  shops; 
j two  dress-making  and  millinery  establishments;  a saw- 
j mill  and  stave  factory,  owned  by  James  Bullock;  a lumber 
yard  kept  by  James  \V.  McCormick,  and  two  or  three 
physicians  and  a veterinary  surgeon. 

The  village  is  on  the  line  of  the  R.  W.  dY  O.  R.  R., 
and  has  a commodious  and  well  appointed  depot  for  a 
place  of  the  size.  Edward  Dillingham  is  the  local  agent. 
The  stage  route  from  Lockport  to  Youngstown  passes 
through  Ransomville,  and  there  is  a baggage  express  be- 
tween Ransomville  and  Youngstown.  The  present  post- 
. master  is  Mr.  G.  I.  Eaman. 

The  Union  Cornet  Band  of  Ransomville,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  \V.  Curtiss,  is  a fine  musical  organ- 
' ization. 

' CHURCHES. 

’ There  are  three  churches  in  the  village,  the  Wes' 
leyan.  Baptist  and  the  Free  Methodist.  The  Baptist 
church  of  Ransomville  was  organized  March  5th,  1S34. 
The  original  memi)ership  was  thirty-seven.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Olney.  Other  clergymen  who 
have  served  the  church  have  been:  Rev.  William  Sawyer, 
Rev.  Benjamin  Warren,  Rev.  Allan  AIcDougal,  Rev- 
Isaac  C.  Seely,  Rev.  Philander  Reynolds,  Rev.  S.  T. 
Thacher,  Rev.  John  Gilchrist,  Rev.  Dutger  Dox.  The 
services  of  the  church  were  held  for  several  years  in  the 
school-house  on  Four-mile  creek.  The  first  meeting 
house  was  erected  in  1840,  and  dedicated  May  20th, 
1841,  Rev.  Amos  Tucker  preaching  the  dedicatory  ser- 
mon. The  church  was  a wooden  building,  worth  about 
$2,000.  It  was  repaired  and  remodeled  in  1870  at  a cost 
of  $i,Soo,  and  rededicated  .May  3rd,  1S71,  Rev.  William 
Ruse  [ireaching  the  sermon.  The  name  of  the  original 
organization  was  the  Porter  Baptist  Church.  It  was 
changed  by  act  of  Legislature  in  1858. 

The  Free  .Methodist  churcli  of  Ransomville  was  organ- 
ized in  i860.  Tlie  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1877. 
The  present  membership  is  sixty-seven.  The  pastor  i,-> 
Rev.  William  Ingleby.  Data  for  the  history  of  the 
Wesleyan  church  have  not  been  received. 

LOlH.rS  OE  R.VNSO.MVH.I  l-',. 

Two  secret  societies  have  lodges  in  Ransomville,  the 
Free  Masons  and  the  Good  Temiilars. 


Arg/’Jtiinr  Lodge,  Xo.  441,  /.  O.  G.  T.,  was  organized 
December  11th,  1877,  with  twenty-seven  members.  The 
first  W.C.T.  was  E.  B.  Prudden.  It  is  in  a nourishing  con- 
dition and  is  steadily  gaining  in  numbers  and  intluence 

Ransomville  I-.odge,  No.  F.  and  A.  .)/.  was  chartered 
June  8th,  1865.  The  number  of  charter  members  was 
thirteen.  The  present  membershi[)  is  ninety-seven. 
The  first  W.  M.  was  T.  D.  Miller.  The  present  officers 
are  as  follows:  W.  M.,  R.  D.  Balmer;  J.  W.,  .Mien  Jeff- 
ery; secretary,  T.  D.  Miller;  J.  D.,  Dudley  Frink;  S.  M. 
C.,  T.  Hewitt;  S.  W.,  W.  Curtiss;  treasurer,  W.  H.  H. 
Ransom;  S.  D.,  James  .M.  Foster;  J.  M.  C.,  N.  Bradley; 
organist,  H.  H.  Helms;  tiler,  C.  Brookins. 

OTHER  CHURCHES  IN  THE  TOWN. 

The  M.  E.  church  of  Porter  Center  was  organized  in 
March,  1838,  as  the  First  M.  E.  Society  of  Zittle’s  Cor- 
ners. The  original  number  of  members  was  forty.  The 
first  place  of  meeting  was  in  the  log  school-house  at  Zit- 
tle’s Corners,  now  Porter  Center.  The  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  1S51,  and  dedicated  January  14th,  1852, 
by  Reva  Glezen  Eilmore.  It  is  a wooden  building,  valued 
at  $1,800.  Commodious  sheds  were  erected  near  the 
church  in  1870  at  a cost  of  about  $600.  The  first  pastor 
was  Rev.  William  Buck.  The  present  incumbent  is  Rev. 
Z.  Hurd. 

The  M.  E.  church  of  the  town  of  Porter  is  of  early 
organization.  The  first  class  was  formed  about  1S21, 
at  the  house  of  George  .\sh,  who  was  the  first  pastor. 
The  original  members  were  fourteen  in  number.  This 
church  is  on  the  Porter  Center  charge,  and  Rev.  Z.  Hurd 
is  the  present  pastor.  The  church  was  erected  in  1852. 
and  dedicated  by  Rev.  S.  Seager,  D.D.  The  first 
Sunday-school  was  established  about  1S35,  with  fifty 
scholars. 

YOUNGSTOWN. 


Youngstown  is  one  of  the  oldest  villages  on  the  fron- 
tier, its  proximity  to  Eort  Niagara  having  influenced  its 
early  settlement.  That  this  locality  was  early  regarded 
as  an  important  one  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  at  the 
establishment  of  the  customs  district  of  Niagara,  in  1799. 
the  port  of  entry  was  located  at  Fort  Niagara,  wliere  it 
remained  until  its  removal  to  Lewiston  in  18 ri. 

There  was  nothing  more  than  a small  settlement  on  the 
location  of  the  present  village  at  the  lime  of  its  destruc- 
tion by  the  British  and  Indians  in  December,  1813,  and 
little  of  interest  concerning  Youngstown  previous  to  the 
settlement  after  the  war  can  lie  learned  at  this  time.  The 
widow  Guernsett  and  Colonel  Hathaway  were  early  tavern 
keepers.  The  pioneer  business  man  was  John  Young,  of 
Niagara,  Ontario.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  projirietor 
of  the  first  store  in  the  village,  besides  being  jirominenclv 
identified  with  its  early  interests.  The  village  was  named 
in  his  honor.  The  I'ioneer  physici.in,  Fffi.  John  H-.de. 
came  in  1818.  The  lirsi  school  e\  er  taught  in  t'-arter 
was  opened  in  Youngstown  in  1S06,  by  Willi, am  Copg,.--- 
weli. 

The  following  is  a description  of  Young^town  in  1823: 
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I he '*  oods  grew  down  to  the  rear  of  the  lots  on  Main  i 
vu<;et.  and  between  this  place  and  Lewiston  the  road 
• uoed  through  a forest  that  e.\;tended  miles  to  the  east- 
»4,-d  and  to  the  edge  of  the  river  on  the  west.  There 
wore  not  more  than  a dozen  frame  houses  within  the 
of  the  present  corporation.  There  was  only  one 
-re.  which  from  the  color  of  the  building  in  which  it 
kcjjt  was  called  the  “red  store.”  It  was  conducted 

, t'\o  young  men  named  Chittenden  and  M'oodruff,  but 
lohn  Young  furnished  the  merchandise,  and  the  business 
w.is  carried  on  in  his  interest.  Of  taverns  there  seems  to 
been  more  than  the  business  of  that  time  demanded* 
there  being  no  less  than  three.  The  first  was  located  at 
the  north  end  of  Main  street  and  was  kept  by  Phillips  N 
Williams;  the  second,  about  midway  of  the  street,  was 
that  of  Colonel  Elijah  Hathaway,  and  the  third,  which 
stood  at  the  south  end  of  the  street,  was  conducted  by 
Robert  Campbell.  The  accommodations  were  good  for 
that  day.  There  was  one  wagon  shop  and  one  blacksmith 
>hop;  the  first  being  the  property  of  two  men  named 
Squires  and  De  Wolfe,  and  the  second  that  of  Nathaniel 
Brown.  Judge  A.  G.  Hinman  was  the  postmaster,  the 
post-office  being  in  his  house,  near  the  center  of  the 
settlement.  Mail  arrived  daily  by  stage  from  Lewiston 
and  points  east  and  south. 

Gordon  Davis  came  from  Connecticut  in  1S33,  and 
soon  established  himself  in  Young<=town  in  the  shoe  and 
leather  business.  Mr.  David  Burge,  who  came  from  New 
Hampshire  during  the  same  year,  subsequently  entered 
into  partnership  with  Mr.  Davis.  They  added  such 
other  merchandise  to  their  stock  as  was  necessary  to  the 
early  settlers,  and  did  a flourishing  business  for  a number 
of  years.  In  the  year  1830,  Mr.  Davis  retired  from  busi- 
ness, leaving  it  to  the  management  of  Mr.  Burge,  who 
became  sole  proprietor  not  long  afterward.  There  were 
very  few  shoemakers  at  that  time,  and  Mr.  Burge  did  a 
somewhat  e.xiensive  business,  supplying  the  people  of  the 
surrounding  country  with  much  merchandise  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  his  trade,  which  was  by  no  means  restricted 
to  the  town  of  Porter,  extending  ten  or  fifteen  miles  to 
the  east  and  south.  After  his  retirement,  Mr.  Davis  did 
not  engage  in  any  business.  His  health  being  poor,  he 
spent  his  winters  in  the  South.  While  on  his  way  north  in 
June,  1S49,  the  steamer  on  which  he  had  taken  passage 
was  wrecked  on  the  Gulf  coast,  exposing  him  to  the  vicis- 
situdes of  the  weather  and  bringing  on  an  attack  which 
terminated  in  his  death., 

Jason  Davis,  a brother  of  Gordon  Davis,  and  his  sons, 
Bradley  D.  Davis  and  Nelson  R.  Davis,  came  in  1S35. 
They  had  come  to  Lewiston  in  1830,  remaining  there  one 
year  and  then  returning  to  New  Hampshire.  Soon  after 
their  arrival  at  Youngstown,  Jason  Davis  and  Bradley  I >. 
Davis  opened  a grocery.  B.  D.  Davis  went  to  New 
York  to  purchase  the  stock,  carrying  ;$z,5oo  in  United  I 
States  bank  bills,  sec'reted  in  each  of  his  stockings  as  a | 
measure  of  safety,  the  f.uhlities  for  exeliange  .at  th.at  lime  j 
I'eing  limited,  and  going  to  Rochester  by  stage  and  from  j 
there  to  New  York  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal.  The  j 
firm  of  J.  D.u  is  N Son  ilid  a suceessUil  business  in  gene-  ' 


ral  men  liandise  for  about  twenty  years,  when  the  parr- 
nerdiip  w.is  terminated  by  the  death  of  Mr.  D.aris,  sen. 
Since  that  time  the  business  has  been  conducted  1\ 
Bradley  D.  Davis  until  ciuite  recently,  when  the  st\ie  . • 
the  firm  w-as  changed  to  B.  I).  Davis  N Co.,  in  . on- 
sequence  of  Mr.  Davis’s  admission  to  partnership  of  a 
young  man  in  his  employ.  W.  H.  Doyle,  another  promb 
nent  business  man  of  the  village,  settled  in  the  place  in 
1^35-  Emerson,  a leading  merchant,  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  the  village  for  half  a century,  .-\lexamler  Bart-on 
came  to  Youngstown  in  1823,  and  Ira  Race  in  iSr6.  The 
former  worked  as  a painter  till  1840,  when  he  embaiked 
as  a hotel  keejier,  remaining  in  the  business  ever  since. 
Mr.  Race  was  a farmer  till  1S33.  In  that  year  he  w.-^ 
chosen  deputy  sheriff,  which  position  he  held  four  ycMr-. 
He  has  filled  the  position  of  deputy  collector  of  cu.^tom.s 
at  the  port  of  Youngstown,  and  has  been  a justice  of  ti.e 
peace  for  many  years.  He  has  been  called  to  other  of- 
ficial positions  at  different  times,  and  is  a well  known 
resident  of  the  village.  Another  of  the  well-remembered 
early  residents  of  Youngstown  was  e\-Sheriff  Phillip-, 
who,  with  his  son,  came  to  the  village  from  Monreo 
county.  Mr.  Phillips  became  the  first  anti-masonic  sheriff 
of  Niagara  county.  He  was  at  one  time  pro[irietor  cf 
the  Ontario  House.  His  son,  Thomas  Phillips,  after- 
wards purchased  a portion  of  lot  No.  31  of  the  Holland 
Land  Company,  and  became  a resident  of  the  town  of 
Porter. 

A man  of  more  than  local  celebrity,  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  Youngstown,  was  Edward  Giddings.  who  de- 
serves more  than  a passing  notice  here.  He  wa^  a 
native  of  New  England,  having  been  born  in  Conne.  ticut 
in  1785.  At  the  commencement  of  the  last  war  wi:>, 
Great  Britain  he  enlisted,  and  served  until  jieace  \ca- 
declared.  He  was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  sergeant 
near  the  close  of  the  war,  but  owing  to  its  unexpecicu 
termination  he  did  not  receive  his  commission.  After 
the  war  he  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  lightdiouse  at 
Youngstown,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  fort  and  .niiitarv 
stores.  At  the  time  of  the  excitement  in  conseipience  •,  f 
the  alleged  murder  of  William  Morgan,  he  took  su.'h  par: 
as  his  conscience  dictated,  making  revelations  of  tran-- 
actions  that  came  under  his  observation.  Through  i'.i- 
connection  with  this  celebrated  affair  his  name  bcLam... 
widely  known.  .Subse'[uently  he  remo\  ed  to  Lot  k;  ■ 
where  he  remained  until  August.  1S61.  when  h.e  u.-- 
again  appointed  keej.er  of  the  light-hoime  at  Young'-io'v  u. 
For  several  years  in  succession  he  issued  an  ahn. . 
which  bore  the  inqiress  of  his  originality  am!  e\hib:te<;  I'  - 
varied  and  extensis'e  knowledge,  and  for  a \ear  or  n ■ r. 
he  was  editor  of  tlie  AV.rguru  Courier.  He  .iivki  .t 
Youngstown,  Aj.ril  21st,  1862. 

IIUSINKSS,  l>.\sr  ,\NI)  I'KK.SI.NI. 

A brief  mention  of  the  causes  to  which  the  \ il!.:_e  c"  - 
its  [iro-perity  in  tlio  past,  ami  it.-  !'U-  - • ; 

jmesent  time,  c.iniiot  fail  to  be  iniei'c-.f.i',  in  •'  - ■ 
tion.  In  the  earl}'  da\'S  the  business  of  lumbering  ■'  ■ 

the  most  important  interest  in  this  secilon.  Tlie  itt 
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down  of  ihe  o;ik  timber  on  the  new  lands,  and  its  manii- 
; facUire  into  sta\  es  and  S(iuare  timl)er,  which  were  shipped 
riti  t!ie  lake  to  Montreal,  from  whii  h place  much  of  the 
timber  was  re-shipped  to  England  for  use  in  shi|)-build- 
ini',  afforded  about  the  onlv  means  of  li\elihood  to  manv 

5 , . I 

of  tile  settlers,  and  constituted  the  most  prominent  com- 
mercial interest  of  the  place  for  some  years.  About  1S30, 
a wheat  market  was  established  at  Oswego,  making  sale 
for  such  quantities  of  that  grain  as  were  raised  in  the 
vicinit}'  at  that  time,  and  [iroviding  an  incenti\e  to  the 
settlers  to  improve  their  land  and  engage  in  farming  as 
extensively  as  possible  ; and  from  that  date  down  to  the 
present  there  has  been  a gradual  growth  in  the  value  of 
lands  and  the  amount  of  produce.  The  leading  mer- 
chants of  Youngstown  deal  extensively  in  all  kinds  of 
j grain  and  fruit,  and  the  home  market  of  the  farmers  and 
I fruit-growers,  whose  trade  centers  at  that  place,  is  second 
to  none  in  the  county.  The  following  figures  exhibit  the 
amount  of  traffic  in  fruit  at  this  point  : Nearly  30,000 
barrels  of  apples  are  shipped  per  annum,  and  in  1S77 
10,000  baskets  of  peaches  were  shipped. 

Considerable  business  has  been,  and  is  still,  done  in  the 
manufacture  and  shipment  of  flour.  The  stone  grist-mill 
, was  erected  in  1S40  by  Hezekiah  H.  Smith.  It  was 
burned  on  the  night  of  February  22nd,  1S51,  and  soon 
afterward  repaired.  From  this  time  it  was  operated  by 
Jason  and  N.  R.  Davis,  until  the  death  of  the  former.  It 
was  SLibse(|uently  controlled  till  1871  by  N.  R.  Davis.  At  i 
j that  date  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  B.  D.  Davis,  who  I 
has  since  controlled  it.  The  present  lessee  is  Mr.  W,  D.  I 
Clark,  who  is  also  the  owner  of  the  machinery.  This 
mill  has  done  a very  extensive  business.  | 

The  principal  merchants  of  the  village  are  B.  D.  Davis  j 
iS:  Co.,  \V.  H.  Doyle  &:  Co.,  and  Alfred  Emerson  &:  Co., 
all  of  whom  combine  the  purchase  and  shipment  of  grain 
and  fruit  with  their  trade  in  general  merchandise. 

The  prominent  manufacturers  are  William  Ripson  iN 
Co.,  foundrymen;  D.  8:  J.  Onen,  manufacturers  of  barrels, 
and  Jackman  (N  Holden,  manufacturers  of  cider  and 
vinegar.  The  last  mentioned  firm  buy  apples  in  large 
quantities. 

Another  branch  of  enterprise  not  already  mentioned  is 
the  fishing  interest.  Considerable  business  has  been 
done  during  a few  years  past  in  the  sale  of  fish,  which  are  ' 
caught  in  large  ([uantities  in  the  Niagara  river.  They  ! 
abound  in  great  numbers,  the  different  species  being  those  • 
common  to  Lake  Ontario  and  other  fresh  water  lakes  and 
large  rivers  throughout  the  Union. 

The  village  is  well  supplied  with  wagon,  blacksmith, 
boot  and  shoe  and  other  shops,  and  there  are  a number 
of  sm.dler  stores  and  groceries  not  designated  above.  ! 
The  ferry  at  this  ])laee  is  managed  by  Mr.  James  P.  Mar-  j 
shall,  wiio  owns  the  boats  and  other  facilities  for  carrying 
on  the  huisiness.  i 

What  the  \ illage  most  needs  to  assure  its  permanent  ^ 
pros[>enty  is  goml  railway  eomnuinieation  wich  the  m.ir-  j 
kets  of  the  outside  world.  Once  this  advantage  seemed  | 
almost  within  reach;  but  owing  to  numerous  causes,  loo  j 
well  uiulersiocnl  to  require  mention  in  this  connection,  the  i 


Niagara  Falls  and  l.ake  (Ontario  Railroad  was  abandoned, 
and  the  track  taken  iqisuon  after  its  completion. 

The  line  of  steamer.'  whi'  h plied  between  Ogdeusburg 
and  Leu'islon,  in  funner  wars,  tom  bed  at  Youngstown. 
^\'hi(  h was  an  iiupori.ini  1. Hiding.  These  steamers  will  be 
remembered  by  the  older  residents  of  the  village.  They 
were  the  “Ontario,"  the  “Cataract,"  the  “New  York" 
and  the  “Northerner.”  They  began  to  run  about  1845. 
and  the  business  was  continued  until  some  time  m 1S56 
or  1857. 

HL'lI.Dl.Ml,  .\.\1)  \ IC.lsSi  rfDES  IlV  FIRF.  .AXD  FI.OOD. 

The  first  school-house  built  in  the  village  was  erected 
abuut  1823  or  1824.  It  was  subsequently  removed  to 
give  place  to  the  substantial  brick  school  building  of  the 
present  day.  The  original  structure  is  now  occupied  as 
a dwelling. 

The  stone  hotel  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Lockport 
streets  was  erected  by  Alexander  Lane  in  1842,  on  the 
ground  formerly  occupied  by  the  old  Hathaway  tavern. 
This  hotel  subsequently  became  the  property  of  Robert 
McKnight,  and  is  owned  by  his  heirs  at  the  present  time. 
The  hotel  is  known  as  the  Ontario  House,  and  under 
its  present  manager,  Mr.  H.  C.  Root,  enjoys  a liberal 
patronage. 

The  large  brick  block  owned  and  occupied  by  B.  D. 
Davis  iN  Co.  was  erected  in  1855.  Ht  is  the  finest  business 
block  in  the  village.  The  saw-mill  on  Second  street  was 
built  by  ^\^  D.  Clark  in  1866.  “Pickwick  Hall,”  a large 
building  used  for  dramatic  and  other  public  . entertain- 
ments, is  made  up  of  several  old  buildings,  one  of  which 
is  that  in  which  Judge  Hinman  kept  the  post-office  in 
the  pioneer  times,  and  it  stands  as  a silent  but  expressive 
link  between  the  past  and  the  present. 

The  dates  of  the  erection  of  the  several  church  edifices 
in  the  village  are  given  elsewhere. 

Youngstown  has  suffered  considerably  both  by  fire  and 
flood.  There  have  been,  at  different  periods,  a number 
of  destructive  ice-jams  in  the  Niagara  river,  which  have 
done  much  damage  to  the  steamboat  landings  and  the 
buildings  near  the  water's  edge,  at  the  villages  on  its 
banks.  One  of  the  most  notable  of  these  ice  floods  oc- 
curred in  1S44,  filling  the  river  from  shore  to  shore  and 
damming  the  water,  which  raised  the  masses  of  broken 
ice,  [liling  it  up,  in  places,  as  high  as  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  feet,  and  crushing  away  the  wharves  and  store  houses 
at  Youngstown  and  otherwise  seriously  damaging  boats, 
buildings  and  other  exposed  property.  .\  few  days  later 
a road  for  sleighs  was  made  across  the  blockade  of  ice 
b\  the  ;ieo[fle  of  the  village,  which  was  used  as  a safe  and 
convenient  jHiblic  highway  between  the  .Xmerit  an  shore 
and  Canada  for  two  weeks  or  more,  entirely  doing  away, 
for  the  time  being,  with  all  necessity  for  a ferry  at  that 
point. 

The  dcstnu  tion  of  'a-'  \i!'  go  bv  t'-  Priti-h  ':i.'  I;  ■ 
ans  on  the  lolli  of  Da  eni'  er.  i-Mg.  and  tiie  ihw;'.:-  _ 
of  the  grist-mill,  February  22nd.  1851,  have  been  mention- 
ed elsewhere.  On  the  niglit  of  .\])ril  19th  and  20th.  186  ’,, 
CK  Curred  a ss\ev]iiiig  lire,  the  ellecls  ol  whu  h were  lelt 
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v)ine  time.  A mimher  of  \-aluaI>!e  buildings  were  j 
, , :--.:i!iied.  among  them  Ontario  Hall,  Barton’s  Hotel,  j 
• : -iorL  1 loiel  and  the  old  McKnight  tavern.  Barton’s  j 
J r.  'i-nt  hotel  uas  built  on  the  site  of  the  one  destroyed.  | 
0. i.inor’s  residenee  occupies  the  ground  where  his  hotel  ; 
-toud,  and  the  old  McKnight  property  was  not  rebuilt, 
tile  proprietors  having  previously  come  into  )>os-,ession  of 
tlie  Ontario  House.  .Vt  different  times  other  fires  have 
\isited  the  village,  but  none  as  destruetive  as  this. 

SOCI-AT.  AXI>  REi.tOlOUS  t'ROi  1 RESS. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  history  of  Vujng'town  the 
soviet)'  seems  to  have  been  of  a rude  order.  1 iie  men 
who  went  about  the  streets  were  watermen  and  discharg-  i 
ed  soldiers,  whose  time  was  largely  devoted  to  drinking,  j 
gambling,  horse-racing  and  kindred  amusements.  There 
were  no  churches,  schools  were  illy  encouraged,  and  in 
no  less  than  three  out  of  the  dozen  or  so  of  frame  build- 
ings in  the  village  liquor  was  sold  freely  to  all  who  could 
pay  for  it,  and  its  comparative  cheapness  at  that  time 
placed  it  within  the  reach  of  all,  old  and  young.  Perhaps 
it  is  true  that  this  aspect  of  society  is  not  peculiar  to 
Youngstown  in  its  pioneer  days.  The  traveler  through  the 
new  States  and  territories  of  the  West  will  find  the  same 
conditions  prevailing  in  the  frontier  settlements  there. 

But  this  does  not  elevate  the  primitive  social  status  of 
Youngstown,  and  besides  the  evils  already  mentioned  it 
is  said  that  some  of  its  citizens  carried  on  a regular  and 
systematic  trade  in  smuggling  across  the  river. 

'I'here  is  said  to  have  been  only  one  man  in  the  place 
during . a great  part  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
century  who  had  any  settled  religious  convictions  and 
who  did  not  hesitate  to  avow  them.  That  man  was  A.  G 
Hinman,  who  seems  to  ha\e  been  a very  useful  man 

• y 

raised  up  especially  to  meet  the  e.xigencies  of  the  time 
and  place.  He  was  postmaster,  custom-house  officer, 
town  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  went  by  the 
title  of  “ Deacon”  or  “Judge”  Hinman,  at  the  fancy 
of  the  speaker,  the  first  designation  having  been  given 
him  on  account  of  his  religious  sentiments  and  the  other 
from  the  fact  that  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as 
magistrate,  he  was  obliged  to  decide  upon  the  respective 
merits  of  the  claims  of  his  neighbors.  He  was  about  the 
only  man  in  the  settlement  who  " remembered  the  Sabbath 
day  to  keep  it  holy.”  With  many  of  his  fellow  citizens  it 
was  a day  set  apart  for  hunting,  fishing,  drinking,  wrest- 
ling, jumping  and  general  amusement. 

Previous  to  1S23  there  had  been  no  religious  services 
held  at  Youngstown,  e.xcept  occasionally  by  .Methodist  1 
itinerants.  In  a .sermon  prepared  by  Rev.  John  Reid, 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  A'oungstown,  and 
delivered  September  lot’n,  1876,  to  which  the  writer  is 
largely  indebted  for  the  facts  which  appear  in  this  dejiart- 
ment  of  the  history  of  the  village,  it  is  stated  that  a 
preacher  named  Kverett  came  al.mg  in  ihe  ve.ir  1 i:.d 
finding  there  a few  j')er^ons.  mu.st  of  th.cm  >vomoii,  who 
were  inclined  to  form  a religious  society,  ajipointed  a 
meeting  at  the  house  of  Judge  Hinm.m  for  the  purpose  i 

of  effecting  an  organization,  which,  w a^  attemlcd  b\-  those  * 


who  had  promised  their  aid;  and  the  purposes  for  whit  h 
they  had  met  were  carried  out  with  appropriate  rclieii>u> 
observances.  The  little  church  thus  [danied  in  the  wil- 
derness had  no  pastor  for  some  time,  but  ii>  members 
met  as  “two  or  three  gathered  together  in  the  n.une  .a 
the  l.ord,”  at  the  dwelling  of  some  one  of  their  nnm’'t  r. 
as  often  as  practicable,  to  sing  and  to  pray,  to  e\<  h.inee 
( hristian  testimony  and  to  listen  to  the  reading  of  a >er- 
mon  by  Judge  Hinman.  .\t  times  others  would  take- 
charge  of  the  meetings,  but  he  was  the  most  faitliful,  the 
most  untiring  and  reliable  of  the  male  members. 

.Vfter  the  school-house  was  built,  services  were  iield 
there,  and  from  time  to  time  the  people  of  the  village  were 
afforded  opportunities  to  listen  to  sermons  delivcrerl  bv 
traveling  Methodist  preachers  on  their  tours  through  the 
county,  and  for  a while  a circuit  preacher  held  meetings 
in  the  school-house  once  in  three  weeks.  .A  Sunda\- 
school  was  started,  in  time,  with  Judge  Hinman  as  sujier- 
intendent  and  principal  teacher.  Of  course  the  attend  ince 
was  small  at  first.  The  population  of  the  village  was  not 
large  enough  to  insure  a large  school.  .An  interest  in  the 
Sunday-school  was  induced;  prominent  men  in  the  set- 
tlement began  to  drop  in  to  the  meetings  at  the  schooi- 
hoiise;  in  time  some  of  them.  Dr.  Hyde  among  the  num- 
ber, occasionally  took  part  in  the  services.  I'he  doctor 
would  sometimes  read  a sermon  and  conduct  the  meet- 
ings in  the  absence  of  Judge  Hinman.  He  was  a man  of 
ability  and  of  exemplary  character,  though  not  a christi.an. 
In  time  he  became  identified  with  the  society,  as  did. 
Gordon  Davis,  David  Burge,  Hezekiah  H.  Smith  and 
others.  These  men  were  influential  citizens — thev  were 
the  most  jirominent  business  men  of  the  place,  and  th.eir 
example  was  not  without  due  weight  and  infiuence.  Grad- 
ually— perhajis  almost  impercejitibly  at  first — but  surelv. 
the  social  and  moral  condition  of  the  village  improved. 
The  Sabbath  was  respected,  at  first  out  of  fear  of  jml.iiic 
censure,  after  the  inauguration  of  the  new  condition  of 
things,  and  afterward  because^it  was  the  Sabbath;  th.e 
loose  habits  of  the  men  began  to  improvtg  the  intlowing 
tide  of  enterprise  diverted  their  minds  from  their  co.irse 
amusements,  and  wh.at  had  been  once  a place  with  a b.id 
name  began  to  take  on  the  appearance  and  win  the  n.une 
of  an  enterprising  and  nourishing  village.  .And  from 
such  a beginning  and  with  such  instrumentalities  h.is 
grown  the  creditable  social  and  religious  sentiment  of  tin- 
present  day. 

CIVIL  HISTORY. 

Youngstown  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  .\meric.in 
shore  of  the  Niagara  river,  about  a mile  from  its  iiumth. 
In  plain  view  from  the  village  are  Fort  .Niagara,  on  the 
point  of  land  between  the  river  and  Lake  (Iiu.irio.  .im! 
the  Canadian  'village  of  Niagara,  across  th.e  river,  I'he 
village  was  incoi por.ited  .A])ril  iMh,  1 he  peti- 
tioner' for  incorpor  uic.'ii  were:  Ir.i  R.u  e,  .\.  ( '■  --k  iu.-t. 

W'.  It.  Dovie  and  L.  1’.  Babco.:k.  The  liin.t'  o:  i ; ■ 
lage  include  lots  No.  i and  No.  2,  and  part>  of  .No.  g .uid 
No.  4 of  the  .Mile  Rese-ve,  with  an  area  of  four  humiud. 
and  twenly-fiv  t.'  acres. 
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The  first  village  election  occurred  on  the  4th  day  of 
October,  1854,  at  which  time  the  following  named  officers 
were  chosen; 

President,  Cieorge  Swain;  trustees,  George  Swain, 
Samuel  Fosdick,  Nelson  R.  Davis,  Lewis  C.  Beals  and 
Alfred  Emerson;  clerk,  S.  Olney;  assessor,  David  Burge; 
collector,  Paul  Durfee;  treasurer,  George  C.  Hotchkiss; 
poundmaster,  John  Hart. 

The  present  board  of  trustees  is  as  follows:  Joseph 
Thompson,  Frank  Powley,  Joseph  Onen,  Byron  W.  Moore 
and  Norton  Porter.  The  present  clerk  is  N.  D.  Haskell; 

C.  S.  Spencer,  treasurer;  P.  (k  Barton,  collector;  William 
Hutchinson,  L.  C.  Beals  and  J.  P.  Marshall,  assessors; 
John  Hart,  poundmaster. 

THF.  PROFF.SSION'.al,  UST  OF  YOUNGSTOWN. 

Attorney,  S.  P.  Baker;  physicians,  A.  G.  Skinner, 

M.  D.,  William  J.  Falkner,  M.  D.,  and  F.  J.  Baker, 

M.  D. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  G.A.RRI50N  OF  FORT  NI.CG.CR.\. 

General  G.  A.  De  Russy;  Captain  J.  L.  Tiernon;  First 
Lieutenant  Edward  Davis;  Second  Lieutenant  Charles 
Sellmer;  Doctor  C.  L.  Heizinann.  The  number  of 
privates  stationed  at  the  fort  at  the  present  time  is  about 
forty-five. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCHES  OF  YOUNGSTOWN. 

The  First  Pre.sbyterian  Church  of  Porter  was  organized 
in  Youngstown  in  1823,  with  the  following  original  mem- 
bers: Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barto!,  Mr.  Kelly,  Mrs.  Lutts,  Mrs 
McCormick,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Hathaway  and  her  daughter 
Pauline,  and  Judge  A.  G.  Hinman.  The  early  meetings 
were  held  in  the  houses  of  the  members.  • After  the  erec- 
tion of  the  school-house  it  was  used  by  the  society  as  a 
place  of  worshij).  Tlie  church  was  organized  under  the  I 
leadership  of  Rev.  Mr.  E\erett.  The  succeeding  clergy- 
men who  have  officiated  in  the  early  days  and  at  a later 
period  were:  Rev.  E.  H.  Stratton,  Rev.  John  Elliott,  Rev. 

R.  L.  Hurlburt,  Rev.  T.  J.  Hodgekin,  Rev.  Hiram  Gregg, 
Rev.  Josiah  Partington,  Rev.  Charles  Burdick,  Rev. 
Edwin  Hall  and  Rev.  John  Reid,  who  is  the  present 
pastor. 

The  erection  of  the  church  edifice  was  begun  in  1836. 
The  building  committee  were;  Hezekiah  H.  Smith,  Obed 
Smith,  John  A.  blyde,  Gordon  Davis  and  David  Burge. 
The  contractor  was  Samuel  Chubbuck.  The  ( hurch  was 
completed  in  1837  at  a total  cost  of  ,>$2,600.  It  was 
dedicated  .Se[)tember  loth,  1837,  President  Mahan,  of 
Oberlin  College,  officiating.  1 he  constantly  increasing 
interest  in  thech.urch,  and  its  growing  membershiji,  neces- 
sitated the  enlargement  of  the  edifice  as  soon  as  1844, 
when  two  ilozen  extra  slips  were  put  in  and  the  steeple 
built. 

The  numljer  of  members  at  the  present  time  is  about 
one  hundred  and  forty,  and  the  church  is  progressing 
spiritually  .uul  financially. 

St.  joiin's  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  on  the  27th 
(d  (litobcT,  1868,  when  the  following  named  per--ons  met 


at  th.e  bri(  k church  in  Youngstown,  pursuant  to  a notice 
<luly  given,  for  the  piir[)Ose  of  incorporating  themselves 
i as  a religious  society,  under  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  : Benjamin  M.  Root,  Thomas 
. Balmer,  John  Carter,  N.  E.  G.  Wadhams,  Francis  Pow- 
ley, Charles  M.  Pyne,  S.  I’ark  Baker,  Lewis  Leffman  and 
Robert  Patterson. 

' The  original  officers  were  as  follows  : Wardens,  Benia- 
min M.  Root,  John  Carter  ; vestrymen,  Charles  .M. 
Pyne,  S.  Park  Baker,  Lewis  Leffnaan,  James  S.  Law- 
rence, Francis  O.  Dee,  Thomas  Balmer,  William  Mend- 
ham,  Robert  Patterson.  The  first  rector  was  Rev.  G.  M. 
Skinner.  The  first  delegates  to  the  diocesan  convention 
were  Charles  M.  I'yne  and  John  Carter. 

I St.  John’s  parish,  having  no  church  building,  remained 

for  a number  of  years  without  a rector  ; but  in  the  win- 

I . 

ter  of  1S78  a new  interest  was  developed,  mainly  through 
the  efforts  and  influence  of  General  G.  A.  De  Russy  and 
Lieutenant  Edward  Davis,  of  Fort  Niagara.  Regular 
services  were  again  instituted,  conducted  by  Rev.  G.  H. 
Patterson,  president  of  De  Veaux  College,  Suspension 
Bridge,  and  his  assistants,  Rev.  J.  W.  Craig  and  Rev.  G. 
S.  Pine,  and  steps  were  taken  to  build  a church. 

Sergeant  Lewis  Leffman,  a veteran  of  Waterloo, 
and  for  many  years  past  an  ordnance  sergeant  at 
Fort  Niagara,  a devoted  churchman  and  generous 
hearted  man,  donated  a lot  for  the  church,  and  in  a tew 
weeks  about  $1,500  was  subscribed  towards  a building 
! fund;  and  under  th.e  energetic  and  efficient  management 
of  a building  committee  composed  of  Lieutenant  Davis 
and  Messrs.  Thomas  Brighton  and  William  Ripson,  a 
beautiful  and  commodious  church  was  shortly  completed 
and  opened  for  divine  worship.  The  present  church 
wardens  and  vestry  of  the  parish  are:  General  G.  A.  De 
Russy  and  John  Carter,  wardens  ; and  S.  Park  Baker, 
Sergeant  Lewis  Leffman,  Thomas  Brighton,  Edward  Cal- 
vert, Peter  S.  Tower,  William  Ripson,  Henry  C.  Root  and 
William  Mendham,  vestrymen. 

The  Catholic  church  of  Youngstown  was  organized 
some  time  ago.  'I'he  chapel  was  instituted  about  1S30. 
'I'here  is  no  resident  pastor.  The  services  have  been  led 
by  priests  from  the  Seminary  of  Our  Lady  of  Angels, 
Suspension  Bridge,  or  by  the  pastor  of  the  church  at 
L.ewiston,  with  which  charge  this  has  been  connected. 

The  first  regular  organization  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Youngstown  was  effected  June  29'h, 
1852,  with  a membershij)  of  twenty.  L'ntil  1854  the 
meetings  were  held  in  the  school-house,  d’he  erection  of 
the  church  was  begun  in  1S53,  and  it  was  dedicated 
about  the  first  of  .August,  1854;  the  cost,  including  the 
price  of  the  lot,  being  $3,500. 

The  division  of  i860  in  the  Metliodist  church  which 
prevailed  to  some  extent  throughout  the  Union,  was 
liainfull}- felt  on  this  ( harge.  .\  i’.e'it  still  rein,  i':  ' . 
the  cluirch,  it  w.is  sold  at  am  tion  for,$i,oco,  Mr.  ,b/  n 
Carter,  a member  and  trustee  of  the  society,  being  t;ic 
]uirchaser  u ith  tlie  intention  of  permitting  its  continued 
use  as  a [flace  of  worshitc  From  tliis  time  until  iSf'-;. 
there  was  re.;iii:ir  iHe.u  h.ing  by  iliffeieiit  pasters;  but  t!.> 
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. was  finally  given  up  and  no  stated  services  held. 

fuiy,  J^7-,  Rev.  William  C.  AVilbor,  then  a local 
pro.U-lier,  began  to  hold  regular  meetings  in  the  church,  ! 
.md  in  October  of  that  year,  when  the  Western  New  York 
( ■(UiiereiK  e met  for  the  first  time  at  Rochester,  Youngs- 
t,.un  and  Porter  Center  churches,  which  had  formerly 
i)e!i>nged  to  one  charge,  were  re-united;  but  they  were 
again  separated  by  the  conference  in  October,  iS;6.  Dur- 
ing that  year  Mr.  Carter  deeded  the  building  back  to  the 
sm'iety,  with  the  stipulation  that  an  amount  eijuivalent  to 
liis  claim  (between  $400  and  ,$500  should  be  expended 
in  rejiairs  u]jon  it.  Alterations  and  improvements  were 
m.ide  on  the  edifice  to  the  value  of  ,'$Soo,  putting  it  in  a 
good  condition.  It  was  re-opened  May  Sth,  1877.  The 
present  pastor  in  charge  is  Rev.  W.  H.  Earnhardt. 

A HURRICANE. 

As  dates  are  remembered,  in  1S56  a tempest  of  wind 
passed  through  a belt  of  country  about  two  miles  wide  in 
the  town  of  Porter,  eastern  part  of  Lewiston  and  western 
part  of  Cambria.  The  direction  of  the  wind  was  from 
northwest  to  southeast.  A large  amount  of  damage  was 
experienced,  the  storm  prostrating  acres  of  forests,  parts 
of  orchards,  buildings  and  fences.  On  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Cornell  twenty-five  acres  of  heavy  timber  was  laid  in 
promiscuous  piles.  The  wind  in  some  cases  tore  up  trees, 
the  roots  of  which  were  anchored  under  rocks  from  one 
thousand  to  two  thousand  pounds  in  weight.  Cattle  and 
horses  drifted  before  the  wind  as  if  forced  by  a wave  of 
the  sea,  over  fields  without  the  obstruction  of  fences. 
The  barn  of  Colonel  Dickerson  was  unroofed;  also  Shel- 
don Townsend’s,  whose  orchard  was  upnjoted  and  timber 
blown  down. 

SKETCHES  OF  PROMINENT  RESIDENTS  AND 
PIONEERS. 

H.  B.  TIMOTHY. 

PI.  B.  Timothy  was  bom  at  Williamstown,  Berkshire 
county.  Mass.,  on  the  22nd  of  November,  1S12.  He  is 
the  son  of  Elkanah  and  Clarissa  Timothy,  who  were  orig- 
inally from  Hampshire  county,  in  the  same  State.  Mr. 
Timothy  remained  with  his  parents  until  1827,  when  he 
went  to  Cummington,  in  his  native  State,  and  engaged  as 
an  apprentice  in  the  manufacture  of  broadcloth,  under  the 
supervision  of 'rheonhilus  and  Cihester  Packard.  In  this 
position  he  reniained  six  years,  when,  having  become  pro- 
ficient in  the  busine-'S,  he  received  the  position  of  over- 
seer. From  Cummington  he  went  to  Clenham,  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  as  overseer  in  the  finishing  | 
departmenl  of  the  same  business,  for  Peter  H.  Schenck.  j 
He  h.id  twent\ -three  hamls  under  his  si![;ervi>ion,  and  | 
remained  there  two  years.  From  tliere  he  went  to  I’itts-  | 
field,  -M .•'.ml  e'VU.t_ed  with  1 ).  Pomerov  Oe  Co.,  as  I 
overseer  in  nulling  br'cul  and  narrov-.-  c’u.'ths,  h.:’.\ing 
twenty-one  hand'^  under  him.  .\t  the  enrl  of  seventeen  | 
months  he  removed  to  .Millbury,  Mass.,  ami  engaged 'vith  | 
Colonel  .'she’ppa.rd  in  the  '.mmuf.'c  tiire  of  broadcloth.  He  | 
was  o\er>eer  in  the  fini.-.hing  (iepartment  two  ve.'is,  and 


then  went  to  Oxford,  in  the  same  State,  and  enuaced 
with  E.  Denny  eC  Co.,  in  the  same  business.  He  re- 
mained there  three  years,  and  next  removed  to  North- 
field,  Vt.,  and  engaged  with  the  Northfield  Manufactur- 
ing Company  in  the  same  business,  with  twentv-five 
hands  under  him.  He  remained  with  that  com[)anv 
three  years,  and  then  went  to  Barre,  Mass.,  and  again 
engaged  with  Mr.  Denny,  who  had  transferred  his 
business  from  (Jxford  to  that  point,  p'rom  there 
he  went  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  the  Olobe 
Mills,  which  turned  out  five  hundred  yards  of  broad- 
cloth daily.  There  he  remained  one  year. 

In  1835  Mr.  Timothy,  while  visiting  his  fatlier  in  the 
town  of  Porter,  purchased  some  land  there,  and  at  a >ub- 
se([Lient  time  another  tract,  making  in  the  aggregate 
125^  acres.  On  the  loth  of  November,  1844,  he  wa> 
married  to  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Anna 
Smith,  of  Northfield,  Vt.  In  the  spring  of  1847  Mr.-, 
Timothy  came  and  located  on  the  farm  which  her  husband 
had  purchased  and  commenced  farming,  while  he  was  vet 
engaged  at  his  occupation  as  overseer  in  the  Olobe  Mills 
at  Utica.  In  the  following  year  Mr.  Timothy,  ha\ing 
concluded  to  abandon  the  manufacturing  business,  re- 
tired to  his  farm,  where  he  still  remains  in  the  quiet  pur- 
suit of  agriculture.  In  1S59  he  purchased  of  David  P. 
Allen  124)4  acres  of  land  adjoining  what  he  already- 
owned,  making  a homestead  of  250  acres. 

Mr.  Timothy  has  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  still 
living;  one  daughter  married  and  residing  at  Montpelier, 
Vt.  As  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Timothy  is  now  66  years  of 
age.  He  has  until  quite  recently  enjoyed  excellent 
health;  of  late  he  has  been  afflicted  with  a disease  of  the 
kidneys,  but  previous  to  that  never  lost  a clay's  time  m 
consequence  of  ill  health.  He  has  a remarkably  good 
memory-,  reciting  the  events  of  his  life  clearly  and  pre- 
cisely. 

PETER  TOWER. 

Peter  Tower  was  born  in  Cummington,  Mass.,  July  rcth, 
1791.  He  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1815,  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  Porter,  having  lived  two  years  previo'i>ly 
in  Clinton,  Oneida  county.  Previous  to  his  deparune 
‘‘rom  Massachusetts  Mr.  Tower  had  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade.  After  his  arrival  in  Niagara  county  he  did  a 
good  many  jobs  in  different  places,  building  a hopjwr  in 
Porter’s  grist-mill  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  hou-es  .it 
Plighteen-mile  creek  and  elsewhere.  He  also  work,.; 
some  time  in  Canada.  Mr.  Tower  was  married  .\pril  5'''. 
1819,  to  Hannah  Bailey-.  Mrs.  Tower  oied  Dv  emoer 
29th,  1831,  and  Mr.  Tower  was  married  June  1 ;th.  i-'-,  ;. 
to  Olive  Baldwin  Smith.  By  his  first  wife  lie  !'..ui  ' \ 
children,  by  his  pre.sent  wife  seven.  Nine  of  the  numb,  f- 
are  living.  Most  of  them  have  married,  and  .Mr.  'I'i-.'-.t 
has  lived  to  have  sixty-three  grandihildren  born...;’  u’  v. 
liftv  are  living.  .'vir.  I'uwei  lia-  alu.iVs  .i.:-,. 
respect  of  his  fellow-t.iwnsnien,  luiving  been  1 ii..--en  - . . 

numberof  responsible  offices.  Hew. is  higiiway  ...liUin.^- 
sioner  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  for  several  ye.iis  he  h.ai 
. harge  of  the  government  lands  about  Foit  ,\  i.a-.i.  a 
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being  his  duty  to  prevent  persons  from  trespassing  on 
them  and  cutting  the  timber  or  otherwise  injuring  them. 
William  Morgan,  of  masonic  fame,  was  once  an  inmate  nt 
Mr.  Tower’s  house,  ami  he  entertained  for  Iiim  the  warm- 
est personal  regard.  Mr.  Tower  was  much  interested  in 
his  behalf  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  and  disappearance, 
and  has  ever  since  been  an  active  anti-mason.  Though 
he  has  attained  to  an  advanced  age,  he  apjiears  hale  and 
happy,  and  takes  a lively  interest  in  passing  events.  His 
post-office  address  is  Y'oungstown. 

David  C.  Baker  was  born  in  Porter,  November  9th, 
iSar.  April  24th,  1849,  he  was  married  to  Delia  H. 
Cobb,  and  tliev  have  three  sons  and  one  daughter  now 
li%  ing.  Mr.  Baker  is  the  [proprietor  of  a fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  at  Porter  Center.  His 
post-office  address  is  Youngstown. 

F.  J.  Baker,  ,'^I.D.,  of  Youngstown,  was  born  July  i8th, 
1843,  in  the  town  of  Andover,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.  In 
1862  he  entered  college  at  Lima,  N.  Y^.,  but  was  called 
home  before  completing  the  course.  A year  later  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine,  and  graduated  from  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  New  Y^ork  University  in  the  spring 
of  1867.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  in  Andover,  N.  Y.,  having  spent,  besides,  about 
a year  at  Silffern,  N,  Y'.,  and  a year  and  a half 
in  Buffalo.  He  became  a resident  of  Y'oungstown 
October  3d,  1877.  Dr.  Raker  is  a member  of  the  Alle- 
gany County  Medical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  Horneilsville  .Academy  of  Medicine  and  the 
Erie  County  Medical  Society,  and  an  occasional  contrib- 
utor to  a number  of  medical  journals  and  of  papers  before 
the  several  societies.  His  standing  as  a physician  is  first- 
class,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Y'oungstown. 

Horace  M.  Baker  was  born  in  Porter,  February  17th, 
1839,  and  married  in  1865  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Whitefield. 
Mr.  Baker  is  a farmer,  being  proprietor  of  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land.  He  has  spent  about  two 
years  in  travel.  His  post-office  address  is  Ransomville. 

S.  Park  Baker  was  born  March  28th,  1832,  at  West 
Monroe,  Oswego  county,  N.  Y'.  October  21st,  1S5S,  he 
was  married  to  Ada  C.  Bentley,  of  Constantia,  Oswego 
county.  He  removed  to  Y'oungstown,  N.  Y'.,  .May  i6th, 
1 85 7,  whore  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  as  attorney  at  law,  and  in  horticultural 
pursuits.  » 

Milo  C.  Balcom  was  Ixprn  in  Y'ermont  in  1825.  In 
January,  1853,  he  was  married'to  Miss  Laura  .A.  Johnson. 
Mr.  Balcom  is  a farmer, 'and  a dealer  in  agricultural 
imi)lements.  His  ['ost-office  address  is  Y'oiingstown. 

Henry  Balmer  was  born  in  Ireland.  He  came  to  .\meri- 
ca  in  1832.  In  1836  he  purchased  the  tarm  where  he 
now  resides.  He  was  married  in  1S3S  to  Eleanor  .Mack. 
Post-office  addres.1,  Ransonniile. 

Sdas  Barrett,  one  ot  the  oldest  resuleiUs  uf  the  town  of 
Porter,  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  N.  IL,  in  1789.  He  has 
been  a citizen  of  the  village  ol  Y oungstow  n for  many  wars. 

hr.ank  Lr.  B.irton,  son  of  .\lc.\ander  and  Elizabeth  Bar- 


I ton,  was  born  at  YMungstown,  March  27th,  1852.  He  has 
I 1,'een  engaged  in  business  at  Y'oungstown  as  a mer  hant 
j since  1869,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  during  whii  h 
j he  was  em])loyed  as  a commercial  agent  by  a firm  in  (an- 

i cinnati,  O.  November  28th,  1877,  he  was  married  to  .Miss 

Ida  Emerson. 

Ee\i  Brookins  was  born  June  3rd,  1826,  in  Montgomery 
county,  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Porter  in  .April,  1845.  and 
I w'as  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Simmons,  November  19th, 

I 1851.  Mr.  Brookins,  who  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  is  the  recording  steward  of  the  flast  Porter  or- 
j ganization,  and  has  been  elected  to  several  town  offices. 
Post-office,  Ransomville. 

I David  Burge,  Y'oungstown,  was  born  in  .Alstcad,  N.  H., 
in  1799,  and  came  to  Y’oungstown,  N.  Y'.,  .August  23rd. 
1823.  He  engaged  in  the  shoe  and  leather  trade  in  part- 
nership with  Gordon  Davis,  and  in  1S30  succeeded  him 
in  the  management  of  the  business.  In  1829  Mr,  Burge 
was  married  to  Miss  Sophronia  Davis.  In  1832  .Mrs. 
Burge  died  of  cholera.  One  son,  Francis  J.  Burge  now 
in  California  , was  the  issue  of  that  marriage.  Mr.  Burge 
married  in  1834  Miss  Susan  Ladd.  Four  children  were 
the  result  of  this  second  marriage,  two  of  whom  died 
j in  infancy.  The  surviving  two  are  S.  .Amanda,  who  re- 
sides in  California,  and  Marion  L.  who  remains  with  her 
father  to  comfort  his  declining  years.  Mrs.  Burge  died 
January  i6th,  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Mr.  Burge 
I retired  from  the  shoe  and  leather  trade  in  1S43  and  en- 
i gaged  in  farming,  which  he  followed  till  his  final  retire- 
ment from  business,  since  which  event  he  has  traveled 
considerably  in  the  South  and  West.  During  his  long 
' residence  in  Y'oungstown  Mr.  Burge  has  been  repeatedly 
i chosen  to  offices  of  responsibility.  His  life  has  been  s[)ent 
in  active  business,  in  which  he  has  acquired  a com[)etencv. 
He  h as  been  a Christian  during  the  greater  portion  of  his 
active  career,  having  united  with  the  Presbyterian  church 
on  profession  of  his  faith  in  1838. 

.Abram  S.  Canfield,  farmer  (post-office  Y’oungstown), 

; was  born  in  the  town  of  Lewiston  June  9th,  1839,  and 
' removed  to  Porter  soon  after.  He  served  in  the  army 
during  the  rebellion.  September  i6th,  i868,  he  was 
I married  to  Miss  Frank  Moss,  of  Porter. 

John  Carter,  builder.  Y’oungstown,  was  born  at  Toolev 
Park,  Leicestershire,  Pingland,  November  tst,  i8r4.  He 
' came  to  Buffalo  in  1832,  and  from  there  to  Y’oung-town 
in  1840. 

j P.  C.  Clark,  farmer  (post-office  Ransomville),  was  born 
in  Seneca  county,  N.  Y’.,  November  iith,  1820,  and  came 
to  Porter  with  his  father  in  1830.  In  1850  he  married 
.Ann  Dawson.  She  died  in  1863,  and  in  1S66  or  1S67 
he  married  her  dster,  .Margaret  Dawson.  Mr.  Clark  his 
i one  hundred  acres  of  land,  valued  at  ,^7,000. 

I W.  D.  Clark  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lumberland.  Sul 
livan  coumy,  in  June,  1820.  Fie  came  to  Y’oungstown  in 
1823.  Me  w.is  m.u'neii  December  iid;.  184:;.  to  .Miss 
' .ssarah  E.  Chubic.ick,  ot  Youngstown.  l or  a number  of 
years  Mr.  Clark  has  been  engaged  in  the  milling  busi- 
I ness.  He  is  the  present  lessee  anti  operator  of  the  large 
j stone  flouring  mil!  at  Y’oungstown. 
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D.inicl  W.  Cuddaback,  farmer 'post-office  Ransomville\ 
porn  in  Porter  in  1S31.  He  was  married  in  1S56,  to 
Sarah  Gaskili.  Mr.  Cuddal)ack  has  remained  on  his 

, Put's  old  homestead,  consisting  of  about  seventy-three 
4»  res. 

W.  ,\.  Curtiss  was  born  November  7th,  1843,  and  mar- 
, .cd  t Ictober  aoth,  1S70,  to  Miss  Celeia  G.  Ward,  of  New- 
fjr.e.  Curtiss  Brothers  do  an  e.xtensive  business  in  grain 
3'u!  general  farm  produce.  They  are  proprietors  of  the 

lui  clsior  Elevator,”  at  Ransom\  ille. 

fohii  J.  Curtiss  was  born  at  Ransomville,  May  14th, 
1S46.  In  1874  he  married  Miss  Emma  Pierce.  He  is 
the  proprietor  of  a farm  at  Ransomville,  which  he  culti- 
v.ites  succesfully. 

Lieutenant  Edward  Davis  was  born  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
lulv  7th,  1845,  and  received  common  school  education 
:ii  his  native  city.  In  1862  he  joined  the  5th  Kentucky 
c.iva!ry  volunteers  as  a lieutenant,  and  served  fifteen 
months  as  a staff  officer  of  General  R.  M.  Johnson.  In 
1863  he  reported  at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy,  West 
Point,  N.  Y.,  as  a cadet,  by  the  appointment  of  President 
Lincoln,  upon  the  application  of  Major-General  W.  S. 
Rosecrans,  and  graduated  in  June,  1867.  Subsequently 
he  served  at  different  posts  until  April,  1S75.  On  the  first  of 
May  of  that  year,  lie  entered  the  artillery  school  at  Fort 
Monroe,  Va.,  where  his  class  of  lieutenants  of  artillery 
was  graduated.  He  came  to  Fort  Niagara  in  May,  1876, 
where  he  has  remained  since,  except  while  absent  during 
the  election  troubles  in  the  South  and  the  labor  riots  of 
1877.  Lieutenant  Davis  was  married  September  i8th, 
1867,  to  Margaret  Davis,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

General  G.  A.  De  Russy  ; post-office  address,  Youngs- 
town. General  De  Russy  is  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  garrison  at  Fort  Niagara. 

William  J.  Falkner,  M.D.,  of  Youngstown,  N.  Y.,  was 
born  in  Whitehaven,  Cumberland,  Flngland,  in  March, 
1855.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1866,  and  graduated  from 
the  Buffalo  University  F'ebruary  22nd,  1S76,  and  was 
resident  physician  of  the  Buffalo  hospital  during  that 
year.  He  came  to  Youngstown  in  June,  1877,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. 

William  H.  Gaskili  was  born  in  Porter,  November  20th, 
1S43.  He  served  in  the  army  during  the  rebellion  and 
was  wounded.  In  1S67  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ettie  M. 
Gilford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaskili  are  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Mr.  Gaskili  is  a farmer  and  the  owner 
of  seventy-two  acres.  Post-office  address,  Ransomville. 

A.  A.  Gatchell  was  born  Oi  tober  ist,  1846,  at  Camden,  i 
N.  Y.^and  removeil  to  Lockport  in  1869,  to  Cambria  in  j 
1872  and  to  Ransomville  in  1S76,  where  he  has  since  | 
resided.  He  was  married  in  1872,  to  Miss  Hannah 
Gallup. 

Lawrence  Harwick,  farmer  post-office.  Ransomville  , 
was  born  in  ('aiedonia,  Li\ingston  countv,  N.  Y.,  June  ^ 
2nd,  1820.  He  marrieal  Mi.ss  Mariam  A.  Roberts  in  1S48.  j 

After  living  in  Michigan  and  in  Lewiston,  Niagara  countv,  j 

for  some  time,  he  removed  to  Ransomville  and  purchased  j 
the  [ilace  where  he  now  lives.  | 


W.  W.  Helms,  of  Ransomville,  carriage  maker  and 
jrainter,  em])!oys  several  hands  and  does  a somewhat 
heavy  business  in  his  line.  He  was  born  in  Wilson, 
February  2 >nd,  1836,  and  married  in  1868,  to  Miss  fose- 
phine  Reux  La  Comb,  of  Louisiana.  Mr.  Helm<  lias 
spent  several  years  in  various  parts  of  the  South,  haviiiu 
conducted  a carriage  manufacturing  business  in  New 
Orleans. 

Elizabeth  Holden,  widow  of  Ezra  Holden,  came  with 
her  husband  to  Youngstown  in  1833.  In  1835  Mr. 
Holden  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  held  the 
office  for  several  years.  He  was  chosen  to  other  official 
positions  and  taught  school  several  terms.  In  1853  he 
bought  the  farm  where  his  widow  now  lives,  of  " Farmer  " 
John  Brown.  He  had  Iwehe  children,  seven  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Several  of  his  sons  served  in  the  late- 
war,  and  one  of  them  was  killed.  Mrs.  Holden's  }io>t- 
office  is  Youngstown. 

Abram  Howe  McCollum,  farmer  post-office  'S’oungs- 
*town),  was  born  May  4th,  1820.  He  served  in  the  U.  S. 
army  about  six  months  in  1840.  In  1837  and  1838  he 
was  on  duty  on  the  frontier  with  the  troops  called  out  a: 
that  time  to  resist  the  Radical  invasion.  In  1841  he 
married  Miss  Susan  Zettle,  by  whom  he  has  had  several 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  One  of  their 
sons  served  with  honor  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  died  at 
Wilmington  from  the  effects  of  starvation  while  confined 
in  Salisbury  prison.  Mr.  McCollum  is  a member  of  the 
Free  Methodist  church  at  Ransomville. 

Warren  Jackman,  of  the  firm  of  Jackman  tk  Holden, 
manufacturers  and  dealers  in  pure  cider  and  cider  vittegar, 
and  general  shipping  and  commission  agents, Youngstown, 
N.  Y.,  was  born  in  Alexander,  Genesee  countv.  N.  Y. 
March  20th,  1S22.  He  was  married  Mav  6th,  1S44.  to 
Melinda  Blodgett,  of  Genesee  county,  and  came  to 
Youngstown  March  29th,  1867,  from  Elma,  Erie  county. 
Mr.  Jackman  was  postmaster  at  Elma,  N.  Y.,  from  1855 
to  1867;  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  town  of  Porter.  He  has  been  instrumental  in 
building  up  the  fruit  interest  in  the  vicinity. 

Royal  A.  Johnson  was  born  November  2nd,  1846,  and 
married  Miss  Anna  Perry,  of  Porter.  They  have  one 
daughter.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a farmer.  Post-office.  Ran- 
somville. 

Charles  W.  Johnson  was  born  in  Porter,  February  14th. 
1841.  He  was  married  to  Maria  F'rench  in  1864.  .Mr. 
Johnson  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Youngstown.  Post-office,  Ransom\  ille. 

Francis  Kyte  was  born  in  the  town  of  IL.ipewell,  ('nt.i- 
rio  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1825.  and  came  to  Porter  uith  hi> 
father  in  1S29.  In  1849  he  was  marrieil  to  Mi^-.  Cl.irind.i 
Corwin.  He  has  filled  in  a very  acceptable  manner  sev- 
eral town  offices.  Post-office,  Ransonn  ille, 

Mrs.  Catharine  M.  Lloyd  formerlv  .Miss  (.  . M .''.iiu!- 
erson  was  m.irried  to  rhoma.->  l.lcod  in  icta  1 
Lloyel  was  born  in  Piirter,  Eebru.iry  aaiul.  Ij-, 

former  vears  he  was  a steamboat  engineer  e>n  the  bikes. 
In  1 866  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Ikirter  as  a f.irmer. 
Post-offit  e.  \ oungerown. 
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HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NFAV  YORK. 


A M.  McCollum,  farmer  (post-office  Youngstown),  was  j 
born  in  Porter  October  jQth,  1S42.  He  enlisted  in  Com-  j 
pany  F,  <Stli  N.  Y.  II.  A.,  in  December,  1863,  and  served  j 
until  he  was  discharged,  in  October,  1864;  taking  ]>art  in  ; 
the  battles  of  Spottsylvania  and  Cold  Harbor,  receiving 
a wound  in  the  arm  in  the  last  mentioned  engagemetit, 
which  necessitated  its  amputation  above  the  elbow.  He 
was  married  February  8th,  1869,  to  Almira  Sanborn,  of 
Orleans  county. 

Janies  W.  McCormick  was  born  in  Northumberland 
county.  Pa.,  in  1825,  and  came  to  Porter  in  1832.  He  has 
lived  at  Ransomville  since  May,  1875,  where  he  has  car-  1 

tied  on  a good  business  in  the  sale  of  lumber.  Mr.  Me-  ; 

Cormick  learnetl  the  machinist’s  trade  in  early  life  with  | 
John  D.  Shepard  iN  Co.  now  King  Iron  Works  , Buffalo,  j 
N.  Y.  He  assisted  to  build  the  Collins  line  of  steamships,  j 
at  Ne  w York,  worked  in  the  locomotive  works  at  Toronto, 
Canada,  and  has  been  engaged  in  other  large  manufacto- 
ries at  different  times. 

William  C.  McCormack,  farmer,  was  born  in  Northum-* 
berland  county.  Pa.,  in  1797,  and  came  to  Porter  in  1832. 

Fie  was  married  February  19th,  1822,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Kirk,  who  bore  him  three  sons  and  a daughter,  and  died 
June  9th,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  In  October, 
1872,  Mr.  McCormack  married  Miss  Porter,  of  Youngs-  | 
town,  who  subsequently  ditM,  and  he  \vas  again  married 
May  23rd,  1876,  to  Miss  Josephine  Myer,  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
McCormack  has  held  several  towm  offices.  Post-office, 
Youngstown. 

S.  C.  McCormick  was  born  in  Cumberland  county.  Pa., 
December  i6th,  1822,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Porter 
in  1832.  In  1846  he  was  married  to  Susan  C.  Moore. 

He  .is  a farmer,  and  proprietor  of  eighty-six  acres  of  land. 
Post-office,  Ransomville. 

Mrs.  John  Thompson,  widow  of  John  Thompson, 
deceased, owns  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres. 
Post-office,  Ransomville.  John  Thompson  was  born  in 
Scotland  in  March,  1816,  and  came  to  Porter  in  1856.  He 
married  Miss  Elvira  Cornell.  He  held  several  town  offi- 
ces, and  was  a soldier  during  the  late  war,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  M.  Fi.  church  for  several  years  prior  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  February  19th,  1874. 

James  G.  McLaughlin  was  born  in  Little  York  now 
Toronto  , Canada,  in  1809,  and  came  to  Porter  with  his 
father  in  1815.  .Vt  one  time  he  was  sutler  at  Fort  Ni- 

agara. January  17th,  1S47,  was  marrietl  to  Miss 
Burch.  In  1858  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
li\es  of  Chapman  Hawley.  Post-office,  Youngstown. 

Francis  C.  Morns,  pirst  office,  Youngstown,  was  born 
in  *Porter,  February  3d,  1S36,  and  married  iMiss  .-Vnn 
Schoonmaker  in  1861. 

Isaac  B.  Moss  w.ts  born  in  Porter  in  1S26,  and  married  j 
in  1S55  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Kerr.  Mr.  .Moss  owns  one 
hundicd  and  eight  acres  of  land.  Post-office  addres.s, 
Youngstown. 

Robert  G.  New  ton,  fruit-grower  pO'-t-office,  Youngs- 
town , w as  born  in  England,  and  ('ante  to  Ifuffalo  in  1867,  1 

remmingto  Porter  in  1872.  In  1873  he  married  .Miss 
Emma  While,  of  Svra(  use,  .N.  Y. 


Charles  N.  Owen  was  born  at  Perry,  N.  Y.,  October 
23d,  1846,  and  came  to  Ransomville  in  1850.  In  187011-- 
married  .Miss  Josephine  .McDonald,  of  Cambria.  .Mr. 
Owen  is  extem^iiely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  ot 
harness,  employing  two  assistants,  and  turning  off  an 
average  of  ,'^3,500  worth  of  work  per  annum. 

Robert  Owen,  of  Ransomville,  was  born  in  Wales  in 
1819.  H e came  to  America  in  1820.  He  lived  in 
Oneida,  Genesee  and  Erie  counties  till  1849,  when  he 
came  to  Ransomville.  In  1833  he  was  married  to  .Sarah 
Slocum.  'Fhree  of  his  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  late- 
war. 

George  Parker  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  June  14th.. 
1779.  .\t  the  age  of  twenty-seven  he  was  married  to 

Lucretia  Griswold,  and  in  1866  he  came  to  Pf/rter,  where 
he  has  followed  farming  as  a business.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parker  have  been  life-long  members  of  the  M.  E.  church. 
Post-office  address,  Ransomville. 

George  P.  Parker  was  born  .May  3d,  1S50.  Fie  was 
married  in  December,  1874,  to  Deborah  Holden.  F^ost- 
office  address,  Youngstown. 

William  Perry  w-as  born  in  Porter,  .\ugust  17th,  1811. 
being  the  first  child  born  in  the  tow  n after  the  general 
settlement  begun.  He  was  married  in  1S34,  to  Miss 
Martha  Clark.  Mr.  Perry  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm, 
and  despite  his  advanced  age,  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health.  His  oldest  son,  Edward  F).  Perry,  was  a soldier 
in  the  rebellion,  and  died  in  Salisbury  prison.  Mr.  Perry's 
post-office  is  Youngstown. 

John  Powley,  a native  of  England,  came  to  .\merica  in 

1832,  when  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  In  1834  he 
came  to  Porter,  and  in  company  with  his  brother  Edward 
purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres. 
In  1836  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Whitfield.  He  has  held 
several  town  offices.  Post-office,  Ransomville. 

Ira  Race  came  to  Ymungstown  in  1826.  In  early  life 
he  was  a farmer,  but  he  retired  from  that  business  in 

1833,  since  which  time  he  has  been  elected  or  appointed 
to  several  responsible  official  positions,  having  been  a cu<- 
tom  house  officer,  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  a school 
commissioner,  besides  serving  the  town  and  county  in 
various  other  official  capacities.  Few  men  can  show  a 
more  extended  or  a clearer  official  record  than  Mr.  Race. 
He  was  born  in  Washington  county,  in  1S07.  He  was 
married  in  1834.  to  Miss  .Maria  F'ollett,  who  died  in  Jidy. 
1S37,  and  in  186 1 Mr.  Race  was  again  married,  to  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Hawkins.  Post-office,  Youngstown. 

Elton  T.  Ransom,  of  Ran^omville,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Porter,  N.  Y.,  February  20th,  1846.  He  i.>  .1 
member  of  the  firm  of  M'.  H.  H.  Ransom  N Son,  dealer- 
in  general  merchandise,  and  has  been  supervisor  of  Por- 
ter from  1871  to  1877,  "-"ts  a delegate  to  the  Balti- 

more convention  in  1872. 

William  H.  II.  Ratisom  was  born  in  Ulster  county. 
N.  October  iilh.  iSrfi.  He  was  married  Febr  '■ 

22nd.  1843,  to  .Miss  F.b/a  F,-lu>.  He  t ame  i(?>  Ra;  - 1 
viile  in  1839,  and  worketl  at  the  tr.ide  of  carpenter  anu 
joiner  till  1843,  w hen  he  purchased  the  busines-  of  hi- 
uncle  lehial  C.  S.  Ransom,  and  eng.igcd  in  trade.  ."^Ir. 
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KanMJin  is  the  leafiinig  merchant  and  general  bu.siness 
Ran.-.omville.  His  son,  hP  T.  Ransom,  is  associat- 

‘ mth  him,  tire  firm  being  W.  H.  H.  Ransom  lib  Son. 

\\  .liter  M.  Richardson  is  a music  teacher  at  Ransom- 
»;l!e.  He  was  bom  May  29th,  r86o,  in  the  town  of 
U ;!'On. 

Wiiilam  Ripson  was  liorn  in  Porter,  September  15th, 
and  was  married  March  t5th,  1S53,  to  Miss  Mar- 
rcii.i  I.loyd.  Mr.  Rjpscn  has  one  son,  who  is  junior 
. iitiier  of  the  firm  0)t  William  S.  Rijison  X:  Co.,  found- 
i!n  and  dealers  in  agricultural  implements,  Youngs- 
town. 

( 'liristopher  Robertson,  of  Porter,  is  well  known  as  a 
! inner  and  a jiatriutic  citizen.  He  served  faithfully  in 
the  rebellion,  having  gone  with  Sherman  in  his  march 
"through  Georgia.”  His  brother  Daniel  Robertson, 
lieceased,  also  served  in  the  army  about  three  years, 
l>.irtii:ipating  in  the  engagement  at  Cold  Harbor  and  in 
the  battle  of  the.  Wilderness  and  several  other  hard 
fought  battles.  They  were  sons  of  John  and  Susan- 
nah Robertson.  Christopher  Robertson’s  post-office 
address  is  Ransomville. 

Henry  C.  Root,  hotel-keeper  and  fruit-grower,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Porter,  November  18th,  1S43.  He 
served  one  year  in  the  navy  during  the  war,  and  is  now 
deputy  collector  and  inspector  of  customs  of  the  port  at 
Youngstown. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Skinner,  of  Youngstown,  is  a native  of  New 
Hampshire.  He  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1850,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
His  standing  as  a medical  man  is  high. 

Richard  Smithson  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
iSrg,  and,  with  his  parents,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1828,  and  his  parents  died  in  the  following  year.  In 
1841  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  McCollum,  by  whom  he 
has  had  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  married.  Mr. 
Smithson  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Porter,  having 
a farm  of  204  acres.  His  post-office  is  Ransomville.  For 
years  he  has  been  a consistent  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

3Villiam  M.  Smithson  was  born  in  the  town  of  Porter 
in  1843.  He  was  married  in  December,  1870,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Carter,  of  Youngstown.  He  is  the  owner  of  140 
acres  of  land.  Post-office,  Youngstown. 

Mary  Rudd  S[>encer  was  born  April  9th,  1801, at  Leyden, 
Lewis  county,  N.  Y.  On  the  7th  of  October,  1S19,  she 
was  married  to  (Oliver  Spencer,  of  Madrid,  N.  Y.  They 
came  to  Youngstown,  from  New  York  city,  in  1837. 
Her  daughter,  Mrs.  M,iry  E.  Spencer,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  successful  educators  in  th.e  countv,  hav- 
ing taught  in  Youngstown  fifteen  years,  since  the  death 
of  her  husband  in  the  armv.  Eight  \ ears  of  this  time 
she  w;»  in  the  puldic  school,  and  for  several  vears  jiast 
she  has  kept  a [)ri\atc  school,  which  has  increa^ed  in 
members  troin  ,-,i\  pupiis  to  t« eiity-fot.r.  Post  office, 
Youngstow  n. 

Christopher  Spickennan,  of  Porter,  was  born  in  Scho- 
harie county,  N.  Y.,  in  1813.  and  removed  to  Lewiston 


in  1834,  and  from  there  to  Porter  in  185a.  He  was  m.ir- 
rie<!  at  the  age  of  tuenty-six  to  Miss  .Mincr\a  .Shijijiv. 
Mr.  Spickennan  is  a well  known  farmer  and  business 
man  of  the  town.  Post-office  address,  Youngstown. 

George  Swain,  a son  of  Isaac  Swain,  a pioneer  on  the 
Holland  Purchase,  was  born  at  Youngstown,  August  otli, 
1819.  January  r5th,  1857,  he  was  married  to  .Mi-s  Cor- 
delia Cornell,  of  Ea.st  Henrietta,  Monroe  county,  N.  \'. 
In  1852  Mr  Swain  purchased  the  farm  of  ninety-one 
acres  where  he  now  resides,  of  Bruce  Ainsworth.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  Mr.  Swain  was  elected  inspector  of 
common  schools,  chosen  supervisor  of  the  town  of  i’orter 
•in  1856,  elected  sheriff  of  Niagara  county  in  1S60  and 
appointed  deputy  collector  at  the  port  of  Youngstown  in 
1870,  which  position  he  held  till  1S78.  M’illiam  Swain, 
his  brother,  a well  known  and  influential  citizen  of  Por- 
ter, was  born  in  1821.  The  brothers  Swain  are  cwtensivelv 
engaged  in  fruit-growing.  Their  post-office  address  is 
Youngstown. 

Captain  John  L.  Tiernon,  commander  of  battcrv  B., 
3rd  U.  S.  Artillery,  at  Fort  Niagara,  was  born  [anuarv 
i8th,  1840,  in  the  township  of  Madison,  Madison  countv, 
Indiana.  He  was  educated  at  St.  Mary's  Seminarv.  Miv- 
I souri,  graduating  in  1856.  From  that  date  to  i86i,  he 
w'as  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Nebraska.  In 
1861  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  Da- 
kota Territory,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  1862.  Febru’ar)  19th,  1862,  he  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  of  Battery  B.,  3rd  L^.  S.  .\rtillerv,  a 
promoted  to  be  a first  lieutenant  in  1S64.  He  was  again 
promoted,  this  time  to  the  captaincy  and  command  of  the 
battery,  July  7th,  1877.  He  was  married  February  ist, 
1865,  to  Miss  Harriet  Pickett,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Post-office,  Youngstown. 

H.  B.  Tower,  farmer  ppost-office  Ransonn  ille  , was 
born  in  1S38,  in  the  town  of  Porter.  He  was  married  in 
1861  to  Miss  Harriet  Henry.  He  is  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  acres  of  land.  He  has  been 
collector  and  assessor  of  the  town  for  several  terms,  and 
has  been  a teacher  twelve  years. 

J.  3Y.  Whitfield,  farmer  and  owner  of  about  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  post-office  Ransomville).  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  February  14th,  1843. 

John  L.  Whittaker  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in 
1830,  and  came  with  his  father’s  family  to  Niagar.i  county, 
and  settled  in  Porter  in  1S31.  He  was  marrieil  January 
iSt,  1S50,  to  Emeline  Huntington.  He  was  a f.irmer 
until  1876,  when  he  sold  his  farm  to  Charles  Jefford'.  He 
was  elected  constable  in  1S67,  and  has  been  re-elei  ted 
each  successis  e \'ear  since.  Post-offii  e,  \ oung-'tow  n. 

The  following  arc  also  among  those  who  h.ne  rej-re- 
j sented  Porter  in  the  various  honorable  w.dk.^  of  lite; 
j Samuel  Shipiiy,  Youngstown ; M i>s  P.  Bairctt.  \’oung>- 
! town;  M.  L.  Burton.  R.insom\ille;  Heber  1.  (Jn.uie.  Kan- 
j scunvillc;  .\.  llrookiiV'.  R uisC’mv  iilc;  .N.itb  ,n  Ct  Y.  R -- 
1 somviile;  Peter  P.  B.trton  and  M.  Robins. ■!’,  [ -i-. -m.  e 

I Lewiston;  B.  D.  Davis  and  Thom.is  iJrighton,  \oui.g-'- 

i town. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  ROYALTON. 


town,  like  all  others,  is  blessed  with  its  ad- 
vantages. as  well  as  hindered  by  its  disad- 
vantages, although  the  first  predominate  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  latter  are  rather 
looked  upon  a-,  blessings  in  disguise.  In  its 
very  early  days,  even  before  it  assumed  a name 
or  ranked  among  the  towns  that  go  to  make  up  a 
county,  the  sturdy  yeomanry  from  New  England  had 
trod  its  \ irgin  soil;  and  tha.t  portion  of  them  from  the  old 
Green  Mountain  State,  longing  for  something  by  which  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  native  State,  and  more 
particularly  the  town  from  which  many  of  them  had  mi- 
grated, embraced  the  first  opportunity  of  christening  their 
adopted  town  by  the  name  of  the  one  of  their  nativity, 
v'iz,,  Royalton,  Yt. 

This  town  was  taken  from  Hartland  in  1817,  and  a 
portion  of  it  was  annexed  to  Lockport  in  1824;  still  it 
comprises  38,820  acres  of  land.  It  is  located  in  the  south- 
east c</rner  of  the  county. 

The  town  was  fully  organized  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
April,  1818,  when  the  first  set  of  town  officers  was  elected. 
The  population  at  that  time  was  about  1,500,  while  at 
present  it  is  4,726,  and  the  aggregate  valuation  is  $2,945,- 
269,  against  a mere  nominal  sum  in  1818. 

The  surface  is  generally  level  or  undulating,  except  in 
the  northern  half,  where  a ridge  crosses  the  town  from 
east  to  west.  The  soil  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town 
is  a reddish  clay  loam,  in  the  center  a gravelly  and  sandy 
loam,  while  in  the  south  it  is  a stiff,  heavy  clay. 

While  the  town  was  once  a wilderness  waste,  it  now 
boasts  of  seme  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  State,  as  well  as 
the  best  improved  farm  machinery  to  be  found  any 
where. 


SETTI.EMENT. 


Those  who  came  to  this  town  at  the  earliest  date  were 
Joshua  and  I homas  Slaton.  The  following  incident 
shows  why  Mr.  Slaton  settled  where  he  did: 

“ He  was  on  iiis  way  to  Canada  with  his  family;  broke 
his  wagon  down,  about  two  miles  east  of  the  Cold 
Springs;  sto[iped  in  consecpiencc,  liked  the  country,  took 
Uj)  land  and  chopped  an  acre  or  two.  His  horses  having 
strayed  away  from  his  log  cabin,  he  went  into  the  woods 
in  jii'.rsUU  of  tliem,  and  in  his  rambling  saw  ih.e  line  soil 
ami  blai  k walnut  groves  below  the  mountain,  and  soon 
changed  Ins  locadun,  becoming  the  founder  of  Slaton 
Settlement.” 

Those  wlio  now  jiass  through  tlnit  beautiful,  h.iglilv  cul- 


I tivated  region,  will  conclude  that  the  early  pioneer  made 
a good  selection  This  was  in  1800,  and  Slaton  was  the 
first  settler  in  what  is  now  Rovalton.  He  and  his  lirother 
came  from  Windsor,  Yt. 

' In  1802  Stephen  Bugbee  and  Andrew  Brown  moved  in. 
i and  in  1803  Yarney  Gaskill  and  William  Smith;  in  1804, 
Benjamin  Hale,  Yarnum  Treadwell  and  Marvin  Harwood, 
all  from  the  same  town  in  Yermont.  This  jdace  is  locat- 
: ed  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town. 

The  first  clearing  of  land,  sowing  of  wheat  and  [ilanting 
I of  orchard  of  any  kind  was  done  from  1800  to  1805  by 
the  Slaton  brothers,  Mr.  Bugbee  and  Mr.  Lyman,  at  the 
Slaton  Settlement. 

Asher  Freemai^,  father  of  the  present  citizen  of  that 
name,  was  born  in  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1774. 
In  1811  he  purchased  500  acres  of  land  for  $3.25  per  acre, 
located  about  one  and  a half  miles  south  of  Middleport,then 
an  unbroken  wilderness.  In  1813  he  sowed  a piece  of 
wheat  upon  the  tract,  and  on  the  i8th  of  March,  1815, he 
moved  on  to  his  land,  and  built  a log  house.  The  floor 
was  made  of  split  basswood  logs,  hewed  smooth  on  the 
upper  side.  Theuiiper  floor  was  of  basswood  bark, peeled 
the  length  of  the  house  and  laid  down  when  green,  with 
the  smooth  side  down,  and  weights  laid  on  until  it  was 
seasoned.  It  was  so  strong  that  Mr.  Freeman  put  sev- 
eral hundred  bushels  of  grain  on  it.  It  lasted  until  he 
built  his  saw-mill  in  the  following  year,  when  he  sawed 
boards  to  take  the  place  of  the  bark.  The  roof  of  the 
house  was  made  of  bark.  At  first  the  only  board  around 
the  house  was  the  door,  which  was  made  of  an  old  sleigh 

box.  In  i8ti  there  was  not  a bridge  from  the  Buffalo 
I . 

road  to  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river.  In  1^24  Mv. 

Freeman  built  his  brick  house.  In  1815  there  vvas  no 
house  between  him  and  the  Buffalo  road.  .Wher  Free- 
man, now  living  one  and  a half  miles  south  of  Middlcport. 
has  a wooden-mould-board  plow  that  was  made  in  rSac 
by  Linus  Si>alding,  of  H.utland.  It  i.i  in  good  order  and 
can  do  now  as  good  work  as  it  ever  did;  compared,  how- 
ever, with  the  pulverizers  of  the  present  day,  tlte  olil 
woooden  mould-board  would  st.tnd  about  the  ^ame  ehance 
j fora  premium  as  Robert  T'ulton's  mud  turtle  wouul  v.itii 
' the  fioating  pal.u  es  u]U)n  the  Hudson  rive  at  the  present 
time. 

I .\mong  the  e wlv  ^et'lrrs  in  the  -nutln.-rn  t ,irt  w • 

' Severu.s  Switt,  wiiu  < 'Uie  ;i.  lia.m  t!te  oper.m;,  ..i...:,  t'  e 
old  Indian  trail,  tr.iv  elevl  by  .''ir  ivdin  I ohr.,M.'i'.,  Brai.t  i.n 
' Butler,  ami  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  iti>  -on. 
J.  C.  Smith,  half  a mile  r.orlh.  of  what  is  n.ow  Wi.|co;i-- 
V il;e.  ll'.e  tr.iil  cro>-'ing  the  '.'.’.rm.  He  >el,!ed  iu-i-:  .a 
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when  all  south  of  him  to  Tonawanda  creek  was  a 
dense  wilderness.  Like  other  early  settlers,  himself  and 
f.imi!y  had  to  encounter  all  the  hard-.hips  allotted  to 
s,-.;kers  of  new  homes  in  the  then  western  settlements, 
i -.v  X .intv  fare  of  potatoes  and  salt,  or  a crust  of  coarse 
; read,  was  to  them  many  a time  a bountiful  feast.  Their 
, .'-.ip-,,  small  in  acreage,  and  their  stock,  small  in  numbers, 
fc  -.-re  often  the  prey  of  the  wild  beasts  that  inhabited  the 
• e -'e  forests  surrounding  their  little  cabins.  Fearful  at 
n ahr  and  wati  hful  by  day,  they  encountered  and  sur- 
mounted hardships  that  at  the  present  time  and  by  the 
present  generation  would  be  unendurable.  The  Swift 
f.imily  suffered  severely,  as  the  bears  and  wolves  would 
c.ijrture  their  stock  by  night,  and  the  redskins  their  crops 
by  day. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  other  families  began  to  come  in 
and  clear  up  the  land.  The  first  after  .Swift  was  Daniel 
benedict,  who  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  .S.  B. 
Bratt,  on  Tonawanda  creek.  Soon  another  settler  came 
in,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  G..  D.  Wister- 
man,  on  the  road  east  from  Dysinger’s  Corners. 

The  facilities  for  milling  and  trading  were  of  about  the  j 
poorest  kind.  The  nearest  grist-mills  were  at  Niagara,  | 
west,  and  Tochester,  east,  while  at  Batavia  was  the  most 
convenient  store,  where  a bushel  of  wheat  would  just  pay 
for  a pound  of  tobacco,  or  a yard  of  cotton  cloth,  or  a 
gallon  of  ('heap  molasses. 

Chauncey  McKie  settled  in  iSt6,  north  of  the  Lewiston 
or  Niagara  road,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  A.  B.  Sher- 
wood, on  Griswold  street.  At  that  time  he  had  to  go  in 
from  the  ridge  guided  by  marked  trees.  Eliphalet  Ed- 
munds located  the  same  year  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Barney  Rinn,  on  Griswold  street,  and  the  farm  south  of 
his  was  occupied  by  John  Griswold,  and  is  still  in  the 
Griswold  family. 

PIONEER  HOUSE-BUILDING. 

Joshua  Slaton  built  the  first  log  house  in  this  town  in 
iSoo.  Soon  log  houses  began  to  show  themselves  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  town. 

The  first  frame  house  was  built  by  Stephen  Bugbee  in 
1804,  also  at  the  Slaton  Settlement.  This  house  has  gone 
to  decay.  Soon  after  this  John  Carrington  built  a frame 
house  at  Royalton  Center. 

Two  brick  houses  in  the  town  are  claimed  to  be  the 
oldest,  si/:.,  Bugbee's,  at  Orangeport,  and  McNall’s,  at 
•McNali’s  Corners.  No  exact  date  can  be  given  for  either, 
but  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  built  about  iSao. 

Andrew  Brown  built  the  first  frame  barn  in  this  town 
in  1804,  at  Slaton  Settlement.  This  barn  is  still  in  good 
repair,  and  in  use.  As  early  as  1816  frame  I'arns  were 
built  in  diflcTent  parts  of  the  town. 

TR.VILS  AND  RO.VDS. 

.\n  Indian  trail  showing  eridences  of  mm  h usage 
[iassed  iluough  Royalton  long  before  the  w:ir  of  iSia. 
This  was  the  rvell  known  path  of  Johnson,  Br.int  and 
Butler  ihiring  the  Re\'o!ution  in  le;i\  ing  or  approadiing 
their  rendc/\ (ius  at  hort  Niagara.  It  entered  the  town 


very  near  the  southeast  corner,  in  the  ronawanda  Kc-.er- 
vation,  and  ran  in  a northwesterly  direc  tion,  crossing  the 
farm  now  owned  by  J.  C.  Smith,  just  north  of  what  is 
now  Wolcottsr  ille,  going  thence  to  the  farm  of  /.immer- 
man,  where  the  trail  divided,  Irranches  going  north  ami 
south  of  a swamp  and  coming  together  again  just  south 
of  McNall’s  Corners;  striking  the  Niagara  road  at  the 
residence  of  J.  ^V.  La  Barr,  jr.,  and  following  tlie  cotir.sc 
of  the  present  Niagara  i-oad  until  it  left  the  town,  'l  ids 
is  the  only  Indian  trail  of  which  history  or  tradition  gi\  es 
any  account  in  this  town.  \\'e  are  indebted  to  Hcman 
Smith,  Es(|.,  who  lived  with  his  parents  upon  the  trail  in 
1S15,  for  information  as  to  its  course. 

Probably  the  first  road  laid  out  was  through  the  Sla.ton 
Settlement, “in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town.  But  ti'.e 
most  prominent  of  the  early  roads,  and  one  that  i>  vet 
traveled  as  much  as  any  other,  and  the  one  o\ er  wide  h 
troops  and  munitions  of  war  were  moved  during  the  tr\- 
ing  times  of  iSia-ig,  is. that  originally  opened  ,bv  the 
Holland  Company,  and  improved  during  the  war,  running 
about  on  the  line  of  the  trail  above  described,  and  known 
as  the  “ Old  Military  road,”  “ Lewiston  road”  and  “ Niag- 
ara roac.” 

In  1815,  the  year  that  Severiis  Smith  came  into  the 
town,  he  assisted  in  building  a causeway,  or  cordurev 
road,  across  the  Tonawanda  swamp,  on  the  Lewiston  or 
Niagara  road.  In  this  way  Mr.  Smith  obtained  a little 
money,  which  he  used  in  the  purchase  of  a few  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  such  as  tobacco,  snuff,  tea  and 
molasses. 

EARLY  TAVERNS. 

Carrington  Fisk  was  probably  the  first  tavern-keeoer 
in  the  town.  He  came  in  from  the  Ridge  road  in  1808, 
and  opened  a tavern  at  Royalton  Center. 

In  i8i6  Benjamin  Barlow  kept  tavern  half  a mile  south 
of  what  is  now  Middleport.  The  locality  was  called  bv 

turns  “ Peeneyville,”  “Pucker, Pea  Pot  Hollow, 

“Barlow’s  Corners,”  “ 'Paylor’s  Corners.”  “Ewing’s 
Corners,”  and  is  at  present  “ Freeman’s  Corners.” 

In  iSi8  John  McNall  opened  a tavern  at  what  is  now 
McNall’s  Corners,  west  of  Royalton  Center,  on  the  old 
Niagara  road. 

In  1820  Alexander  Lafferty  kept  tavern  southeast  of 
R.oyalton  Center,  on  the  old  Lewiston  road,  where  lolin 
Weyand  now  lives. 

.Vbout  this  time  Levi  Cole  opened  a hotel  in  a little  !.  g 
house  that  stood  where  the  drug  store  now  stands  ,"t  tlie 
corner  of  Main  and  State  streets,  Middleport.  Scon 
after  this  a frame  house  was  put  u[)  on  the  opjio-ite  «.or- 

; ner,  when  S<piire  Cole  changed  locations,  and  kejit  tiiere 

I until  after  the  canal  went  through  the  place. 

I s 1 

HRST  5CHOOI.S. 

I 

i The  fir-'  scliool-house  in  tile  town  ua,-.  pre';-  ' > 

Slaton  Settlement,  or  ne.ir  it.  a»  tli.it  w.is  the  ue'..,!..  ■ . 

' earliest  settled.  In  those  d.rys  s.'hools  were  few  ami  : .' 
Iietween.  In  iSiS  there  was  a school-h.oime  cn  the  1 i’-;.; 
now  owned  by  S.  W'ewind,  in  what  is  no'.v  di>tri(  t .Nx  : ;. 
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HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NFAV  VORK. 


4 and  it  was  the  only  one  south  of  the  old  Military  road  at 
j that  time.  The  first  teacher  was  Margaret  Pixley;  she 

I taught  during  the  summer,  and  Dr.  John  McLoth  during 

the  winter  of  the  same  year.  Among  the  surviving  pupils 
are  Heman  Swift  and  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

COURSE  OF  TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURE. 

1 

1 

In  1804  Marvin  Harwood,  from  Vermont,  opened  a 
small  store  in  the  Slaton  Settlement.  He  had  to  haul  his 
goods,  what  few  he  had,  from  some  eastern  point  by  ox- 
teams,  on  carts,  wagons  or  sleds,  as  circumstances  and 
the  condition  of  the  roads  would  permit. 

About  i8rS  a store  was  opened  at  McNall’s  Corners, 
also  one  at  Barlow’s,  now  Freeman’s  Corners. 

James  Northam  was  the  first  merchant  at  Middlejiort, 
! beginning  business  in  1822. 

I The  exact  dace  cannot  be  obtained  of  the  building  of 

j the  first  'saw-mills  in  this  town,  but  enough  is  known  to 
warrant  saying  that  previous  to  1820  there  were  saw-mills 
at  Mabee’s  and  Asher  Freeman’s,  and  a Mr.  Sleeper  had 
a mill  where  the  paper-mill  now  stands  in  Middleport. 
Mr.  Bennet  also  had  a mill  in  the  early  days  of  the  town 
on  the  site  of  De  Lano’s  mill  in  Middleport,  and  Welch 
) worked  one  near  Green’s  burying  ground. 

Mabee’s,  a little  east  of  Gasport,  was  probably  the  first 
grist-mill  in  the  town,  yet  Middleport  also  claims  the 
honor,  while  some  of  the  oldes't  inhabitants  say  the  first 
mill  was  southwest  from  where  Colonel  Odell  now  lives, 

; on  J.  Richardson’s  farm.  F.  B.  Lane  and  James  North- 

, am  had  mills  here  quite  early.  The  earliest  date  is  prob- 

ably about  1820. 

In  1828  there  was  a carding-mill  on  the  mill-site  now 
occupied  by  the  Heading  mill  in  Middleport.  Mr.  Welch 
also  operated  a carding-mill  near  the  Green  burying 
ground,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  J.  Richardson. 

-Mr.  Benjamin  B.  Barlow  operated  a distillery  in  1817 
at  Barlow’s  Corners.  He  also  had  an  ashery,  and  was 
extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potash.  John 
Mabee,  at  what  is  known  as  Mabee’s  Station,  ran  a dis- 
tillery in  1821. 

G.  and  E Mather  operated  a small  tannery,  and  also 
carried  on  the  boot  and  shoe  trade,  at  Middleport  in  1824. 

In  1840  John  Van  Brocklin  built  and  operated  the  first 
and  only  blast  furnace  in  this  town,  located  at  the  corner 
of  Vernon  and  State  streets,  Middleport.  It  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  operated  by  his  son. 

Varney  Gaskill  opened  the  first  shoji  for  blacksmithing 
in  the  town  in  1803.  .\sa  Scott  carried  on  the  black- 
smith business  at  Barlow’s  Corners  in  1817.  In  182c  or 
1821  Smith  N Calkins  did  a large  business  at  blacksmith- 
ing at  what  is  now  Middleport. 

1]  [The  first  man  who  made  tailoring  a business  in  this 
town,  was  John  Marker,  in  the  year  1830.  His  shop  was 
in  Middiejiort.  He  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  Brideinan, 
Snell,  Snuie  and  ( liarles  Wilcox. 

■Mrs,  Bentley  and  Mrs,  ( olton,  both  living  near 
M(  Nail’s  Corner, . Here  the  first  in  the  town  who  made 
a business  of  weaving  fiir  their  neighbor.N,  iIium  earning  a 
large  >hare  of  tlie  sup[)ort  for  their  families, 


PROFESSIONAL  MEN. 

Dr.  Packard  was  the  earliest  resident  physician  in  thi^ 
town.  He  located  here  in  1817.  He  lived  about  a mile 
southwest  of  what  is  now  Middleport.  Dr.  Chatterton 
soon  followed  Dr.  Packard,  and  resided  here  for  some 
time. 

In  1820  Dr.  John  McLoth  was  the  resident  physician 
for  the  south  end  of  the  town,  and  boarded  at  Lafferty’s 
tavern  on  the  old  Niagara  road. 

I Dr.  Peter  P.  Murphy  located  at  Royalton  Center  in 
! 1835,  and  has  been  a practicing  physician  at  that  place 

ever  since. 

Dr.  P.  Foaling  is  the  oldest  physician  at  Reynale’s 
Basin,  on  the  Erie  Canal,  and  resided  there  for  many 
years. 

Dr.  F.  L.  Knapp  resides  at  Mabee’s,  on  the  canal,  east 
of  Gasport. 

Dr.  Moore,  an  old  and  respected  physician,  resides  on 
the  mountain  opposite  Mabee’s. 

I Dr.  E.  Hurd  was  one  of  the  early  physicians  of  this 
town.  Dr.  John  Duff  located  at  Royalton  Center  in 
1874,  and  is  still  in  the  line  of  his  duty. 

Doctors  Cole,  Gedney,  Gould  and  Garbeck  are  located 
in  Middleport. 

William  Smith  came  to  the  settlement  in  1804.  For  a 
while  his  services  as  surveyor  were  not  required;  but  as 
I soon  as  the  country  began  to  be^settled,  and  large  land 
holders  began  to  divide  up  their  tracts,  and  new  settlers 
came  in,  Mr.  Smith’s  compass  and  chain  were  brought 
into  requisition,  when  he  soon  gained  a reputation  second 
to  none,  as  a surveyor  in  this  section  of  country. 

POST-OFFICES. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  post  routes  in  this 
town,  which  was  not  until  1826,  Batavia  was  the  nearest 
office.  The  neighbors  would  club  together,  put  a boy 
on  a horse,  and  about  once  a month  he  could  be  seen 
! wending  his  way  through  forest  and  stream,  around  the 
I swamps,  and  along  the  seldom-used  trail,  to  get,  perchance, 

I half  a dozen  letters  and  papers  for  four  times  that  num 
' ber  of  families.  Patiently  the  longing  settlers  waited  the 
j return  of  their  faithful  post  rider,  and  when  he  returned, 

; if  no  tidings  came  from  loved  ones,  they  did  their  best  to 
suppress  the  silent  tears  that  would  often  betray  their 
j sadness.  But  the  advent  of  the  Erie  Canal,  with  its 
swift-floating  jiackets,  gave  the  post-office  dcq^artnicnt  a 
new  lease  of  life,  and  post-offices  were  established  ail 
along  its  banks.  The  first  in  this  town  was  at  Reynale’s 
Basin,  and  was  called  Royalton  post-office.  In  a very 
few  years  the  office  was  moved  to  Royalton  tientcr,  by 
which  name  it  is  still  known;  while  Reynale's  Ba-in  was 
dignified  with  a iiost-office  by  that  name,  whicii  it  still 
retains,  although  re'  eiving  its  mail  through  theGi>p.>r: 
office.  Since  then  tl.  • m.  ;1  f...  T ies  have  in<  r^ 
that  the  town  is  'Vc'll  !.  I '.mre  .ire  mcH  six  p -t- 

' offices  in  the  town,  vi/,.,  Middleport,  Reynale  s Ba^ut. 

^ ()rangeport.  Roy.'lton  Center,  li.isport  and  Wulc'itis- 
. rille. 
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ASSOCIAT[ONS  AND  L()lu;i:s  IN  RO^  AI/ION. 


I IKST  BIRTH,  MARRIAGE  AND  DEATH. 

D.iniel  Vaughn  was  the  first  male  child  born  in  this 
(own,  about  1806. 

The  first  matrimonial  affair  in  the  town  was  in  the 
>|)riiig  of  iSio.  Henry  Ellsworth  and  Polly  Cornish 
tti-re  the  contracting  parties. 

The  first  death  that  occurred  in  the  town  was  that  of 
Mr.  Ellsworth,  in  3804. 

ASSOCIATIONS  AND  LODGES. 

CF.MF.TERY  .\SSOLT.\TIOX. 

The  Mountain  Ridge  Cemetery  Association  was  or- 
ganized on  the  i6th  of  June,  1S48.  The  cemetery  is 
located  on  the  ridge,  four  and  a half  miles  southwest  of 
.Middleport,  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  leading  to  Roy- 
alton  Center,  and  contains  eight  and  two-tenths  acres 
of  land. 

.\t  the  first  meeting  of  the  association  Mr.  Pynchon 
Dwight  was  made  chairman,  and  Hathaway  Hurd  secre- 
tarv.  The  trustees  were  divided  into  three  classes,  as 
follows;  first  class.  Philip  Freeman,  .Alanson  T.  Odell, 

N.  \V.  Baldwin;  second  class,  Oliver  Brown,  James  Cul- 
ver; third  class,  E.  Odell,  Stephen  Green,  Franklin 
Knapp. 

At  a subsei[Lient  meeting,  T.  Odell  was  elected 
president  of  the  association,  and  has  held  the  office  ever 
since.  Silas  Knapp  is  the  treasurer,  and  Linus  S.  Free- 
man secretary. 

The  association  about  the  ist  of  August,  1S7S,  contracted 
for  an  iron  fence  in  front  of  the  cemetery,  the  expense  of 
which  was  to  be  about  $1,000. 

M.A.SOXIC. 

Cataract  Lodge,  No.  295,  F.  and  A.  M.,  located  at 
Middleport,  was  organized  June  iitlf,  1853,  with  the  fol- 
lowing charter  members;  Charles  Craig,  W.  M.;  Avery 
S.  Delano,  S.  W. ; William  S.  Fenn,  J.  W.  In  October 
following,  twenty-two  members  appear  on  the  roll  of  the 
lodge.  From  that  time  to  May,  1878,  two  luindred  and_  I 
six  had  been  raised  to  the  degree  of  master  mason  in 
this  lodge.  I 

The  ofticers  for  the  present  year  are;  L.  H.  S[)alding,  | 

^V.  M.;  K.  J.  Tuttle,  S.  W.;  E.  L.  Downey,  J.  W.;  B.  F.  ! 

Freeman,  treasurer;  H.  Robertson,  secretary.  The  | 
I'resent  number  of  members  enrolled  is  one  hundred  and 
ten. 

U K R .V  R ,\  -'>ou  r 1 o X , 

The  .Middlej'ort  Librarv  .-Vssociation  was  instituted  in 
1873  by  Rev,  J.imes  II.  Dennis,  who  wxis  then  a resident 
of  th.it  place.  The  first  ofticers  of  the  association  were;  j 
President,  C.  \V.  Gould;  secretary,  F.  L.  Downev;  libra-  j 

ri.'.n  and  tre.'.surer.  Id  PI'.’lbps.  Th.e  bf.lowing  were  ' 

the  ineniber.-;  Rev.  J.  11.  i)ennis.  Re\'.  \N'.  McGovern.  j 
RevT  H.  H.  Baker,  H.  K.  'f.ivior,  j.  Densmore.  Dr.  Dow-  | 

ney.  Dr,  Gould.  H.  A.  Wilmot,  F..  Phillips.  Tlieir  first  | 

books  were  ilon.tted  by  the  citizens  of  Middlcjair'.  in  j 
of'ier  to  procure  a libr.iry  worlliv  ihe  imU'c  .a  cour-i:  of  1 


lectures  was  inaugurated,  and  quite  a sum  was  added  'o 
the  treasury.  In  the  winter  of  1874-75  the  same  means 
was  resorted  to,  and  home  talent  put  upon  the  leiUure 
course,  which  resulted  in  i[uite  an  addition  to  the  lihrarv, 
making  in  all  144  volumes  of  choice  reading  matter.  The 
present  officers  of  the  association  are;  President,  C.  \V. 
Gould;  librarian  and  treasurer,  Charles  W.  Laskey;  trus- 
tees, Linus  .Sipalding,  A.  D.  Filer,  L.  E.  Chuhbuck. 

A.  o.  u.  w. 

Middleport  Lodge,  No.  54,  Ancient  Order  of  Cnited 
Workmen  was  organized  January  3rd,  1877,  by  E.  M. 
Clark,  D.  D.  G.  M.  W.  This  is  a beneheiars  in>titution 
on  the  life-insurance  plan.  The  heirs  of  a third  d.e- 
gree  member  receive  two  thousand  dollars  at  hi;,  de.ith. 
The  present  officers  are  as  follows  ; C.  .\I.  Garloi  k,  W. 
M.;  C.  W.  Laskey,  P.  M.  W.;  S.  S.  Ballou,  G.  F.;  G.  IV  w. 

R. ;  C.  -M.  Garlock,  F.;  C.  Vvd  Platts,  Rec.;  James  Lucor, 
G.;  G.  E.  Smith,  O.;  Henry  Armstrong.  J.  W.;  Charles 
Hinman,  O.  W.;  Dr.  C.  M.  Garlock,  medical  examiner. 
The  number  of  members  May  4th,  1878,  was  34. 

Cataract  Lodge,  No.  94,  located  at  Gaspoit,  was  in- 
stituted June  4th,  1877.  At  present  there  are  thirty  mem- 
bers, and  the  following  are  the  officers;  Thomas  Sterriit, 
P.  M.  W.;  C.  H.  Mitchell,  M.  W.;  C.  V.  Metier,  record- 
er; H.  H.  Bugby,  receiver,;  I.  W.  Hayner,  F.;  Ruth  van 
Kill,  G.;  J.  S.  Maynard,  G.  F.;  E.  Hunt,  O.;  1.  K.  Slua- 
fer,  J.  W. ; A.  J.  Smith,  O.  W.  The  lodge  meets  on  the 
first  and  third  Tuesdays  of  each  month. 

TEMPER  AXCE. 

Middleport  Council,  No.  23,  Royal  Templ.irs  of  Tem- 
perance, was  instituted  January  12th,  1871.  ivith  the  fol- 
lowing members,  viz.;  I.inus  S.  Freeman,  .\.  S.  Freeman. 
W.  J.  Sterritt,  John  Sage.  D.  Filer,  R.  B.  Oliver,  G.  H. 
Ohlendorf,  B.  V.  Oliver,  Henry  McClean,  George  King, 
C.  W.  Gould  and  H.  R.  Webber. 

Middleport  Lodge,  No.  396,  I.  of  G.  T.,  was  organiz- 
ed September  4th,  1867.  with  the  following  cliartcr  mem- 
bers ; L.  S.  Freeman,  ?>Irs.  L.  S.  Freeman.  J.mics  S. 
Wilkins,  M.  FF  McKie,  G.  P.  Stirling,  C.  J.  Fddv,  luinic 
Le  Valley,  Mary  McDonald,  Josephine  Reynolds.  H.  (), 
Gregory,  W.  Bowman,  J.  Seaman.  J.  Johnson,  R.  Hunt. 
Petty  Gregory,  Mrs.  Hiram  Porter.  Mvra  Duncan,  C. 
Hinchey,  J.  Bennett,  ^\’.  Youngs,  S.  Stride,  \\ . Down.-;. 
C.  B.  Strain.  The  following  were  the  charter  onicer>: 

L.  S.  Freeman,  W.  C.  T.;  Jennie  I.e  Valley,  W.  I'.; 

S.  C.  Church,  W.  (F;  John  Seam.in,  W.  S.;  Mr'.  1 . S. 
F'reeman,  W.  A.  S. ; H.  O.  Gregory,  W.  F.  S.;  C.  S.  IFl.lv  . 
W.  T.;  W.  Young,  W.  M.;  Mary  .McDon.nld,  \V'.  D.  .M  : 
Joscqihine  Reynolds,  I.  G.;  John  Johii'on,  U'.  n i;  ; 
Petty  Gregory,  W.  R.  S. ; Myra  Duncan,  W.  L.  S.;  J.  S. 
Wilkins.  P.  W.  C.  T. 

UOl.O  )TTSV11.I  IF 

This  \ ill.ige  is  loc.Ucd  in  tire  southern  part  o!  ih-.-O'uu. 
;i  little  norfliwost  of  the  Tomiw and.i  Reservati.m.  ! ! • 
land  upon  uliich  the  vilhige  is  icic.iled  w.is  fotmeri. 
owned  hv  ,\nsi)n  Wolcott,  who  puri  hased  two  tiw’  b 
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arrcs  of  the  HoIIaml  hand  Com[)any,  and  located  upon  it 
in  1S47  and  1S4S.  Previous  to  tiiis.a  Mr.  Ehrick  Sutherland 
had  “squatted”  upon  the  southwest  corner  of  the  same 
land.  When  Mr.  AVolcott  settled,  he  built  a steam  saw- 
mill on  the  lot  opposite,  where  Mr.  Charles  H.  Schad  now 
has  his  store  and  residence.  The  well  which  he  dug  for 
a supply  of  water  for  his  mill  is  still  in  good  condition 
and  ready  for  use.  He  employed  a large  number  of 
men  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and  the  building  he 
used  for  a boarding  house  is  now  used  by  Mr.  Schad  as 
his  store,  he  having  added  a dwelling  house  to  it. 

.\t  that  time  this  place  was  a dense  wilderness.  Cleared 
spots  soon  began  to  show  themselves,  and  in  185  r Mr. 
Wolcott  deeded  his  whole  tract  of  land  to  four  trustees, 
viz.:  Frederick  Moll,  Christian  Moll,  Frederick  Weiland 
and  Carl  Martins,  who  divided  it  into  small  lots,  and  in  [ 
1872  and  1873,  seventy-five  families  of  Germans  from  Prus- 
sia settled  here  and  located  on  such  pieces  of  the  land  as 
they  drew  by  lot,  as  that  was  the  way  in  which  the  differ- 
ent parcels  were  disposed  of,  they  being  all  of  the  same 
price  per  acre  and  equally  well  located.  About  this  time 
Mr.  Wolcott  removed  his  saw-mill  to  Erie  county.  The 
first  hotel  in  the  village  was  opened  by  Joseph  Rhodes 
in  1866.  The  village  contains  two  churches,  seven  hotels, 
one  cigar  marufactory,  five  stores,  three  school-houses — | 

one  a district  school  and  two  belonging  to  the  two  I 
churches;  five  wagon  and  blacksmith  shops,  one  saw- 
mill, about  an  equal  number  of  log  and  frame  houses, 
and  about  one  thousand  inhabitants. 

ROY ALTON  CENTER 

is  located  near  the  center  of  the  town,  on  the  Niagara 
road,  and  was  settled  as  early  as  1808.  A post-office  was 
established  here  soon  after  opening  the  Erie  Canal.  The 
land  upon  which  the  village  is  located  was  formerly  owned 
by  Mr.  Fisk  on  the  east  of  the  corners,  and  on  the 
west  of  the  road  running  north  and  south  by  Mr.  Dewey. 

In  1837  an  academy  was  established  at  this  place. 
The  means  for  putting  up  the  necessary  building  was 
raised  by  subscription,  and  when  it  was  completed.  Dr. 
Peter  P.  Murjihy,  .\nson  Pialdwin  and  William  Sibley 
were  elected  trustees.  The  building  was  forty  by  eighty 
feet  and  two  stories  high,  with  a wing.  The  average  at- 
tendance of  pupils  was  ninety.  Donald  G.  Frazer  was  | 
the  principal.  In  1847  and  1848  the  school  was  closed  for  1 
want  of  pecuniary  aid,  and  the  building  taken  down.  j 

This  village  contains,  beside  dwellings,  one  church,  one  i 

O j 

hotel,  two  stores,  a post-office,  a school-house,  a black-  i 

smith  and  wagon  shop,  and  a population  of  about  three  ' 

hundred.  The  resident  [ihysicians  are  Dr.  P.  P.  Murphy  I 

and  Dr.  1.  Duff.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  the  oldest  |)erson  living  ! 

here,  being  in  her  ninety-second  year,  with  all  her  facul-  ' 

ties  well  preserved.  j 

(')R.\NGEP(  )RT  I 

is  located  in  tlie  northwest  corner  of  the  town,  on  tire  i 

hirie  Canal,  rdioiit  one  mile  \''esl  o!  G.isjiort,  anil  contains  ' 

one  church,  a hotel,  store,  a post-office,  wagon  and  black-  } 

smith,  shop,  and  was  once  a railroad  station.  There  ati;  ! 

about  lifiy  dwadlings,  a.nd  some  two  hundred  inh.ibitants.  ! 


'I'he  post-office  at  this  place  was  established  about  1850, 
with  Mr.  Hart  um  postmaster.  The  present  postmaster 
is  Garret  Gifford. 

The  land  upon  which  the  village  stands  was  formerls 
owned  by  Joshua  Slaton  and  his  brother  Thom.as.  .\bout 
half  a mile  north  of  this  place  is  the  Slaton  .Settlement. 
The  Flrie  Canal  and  Central  railroad  also  pass  through 
the  lands  formerly  owned  by  the  Slatons.  The  two 
places  are  so  near  each  other,  and  their  interests  so  closely 
allied,  that  one  post-office  answers  for  both  places. 
Joshua  Slaton,  who  was  really  the  founder,  and  whose 
name  should  have  been  perpetuated  in  the  name  of  the 
village,  was,  perhaps,  the  most  public  spirited  man  in  the 
settlement.  He  first  gave  land  and  shop  to  Mr.  Gaskill, 
the  first  blacksmith  in  the  town.  The  same  old  shop, 
with  its  four  roofs,  is  said  to  be  standing  yet,  upon  the 
old  site,  closed  up,  and  kept  as  a memento  of  the  past. 
Mr.  Slaton  also  gave  the  land  upon  which  the  church 
stands  and  the  land  where  the  graveyard  is  located,  both 
the  oldest  in  the  town. 

Joseph  Slaton,  the  present  owner  of  a large  portion  of 
the  original  Slaton  property,  was  born  here  in  1811,  and 
is  the  oldest  person  living  at  this  place  who  was  born 
here.  The  school  lot  at  this  place  is  the  oldest  in  the 
town,  and  the  gift  of  Mr.  Slaton. 

The  graveyard  at  Orangeport  is  the  oldest  one  in  the 
town.  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  buried  here  in  1804. 

GASPORT. 

Gasport  is  situated  on  the  Erie  Canal  and  Central  rail- 
road, about  five  miles  east  of  Lockport.  It  derives  its 
name  from  two  sources  : First,  from  the  fact  of  its  being 

a port  or  stopping  place  for  canal  boats,  where  they  re- 
ceive large  quantities  of  grain  and  other  farm  [iroduce 
for  transportation  ; and,  second,  from  the  discovery  of 
flowing  springs  containing  large  quantities  of  gas.  About 
the  first  e.xperiment  tried  in  using  this  gas  was  by  a sci- 
entist from  .\lbany,  N.  Y.  Ha\  ing  procured  a large  cask, 
he  set  it  over  one  of  the  springs,,  and  at  the  proper  time, 
as  he  supposed,  he  ap[)lied  a match.  The  ne.xt  seen  of 
our  scientific  friend,  he  was  making  a “ spread  eagle  " in 
a mud  hole  near  by.  Other  e.vperiments,  however,  being 
satisfactory,  the  proper  arrangements  were  made,  pipes 
laid,  burners  attached,  and  one  large  warehouse  and  store 
were  lighted  by  gas  from  this  spring,  wirh  a sufficient 
quantity  for  the  use  of  fourteen  burners  in  the  two  build- 
ings. When  tlie  canal  was  enlarged,  it  took  in  the  gas 
springs,  as  they  were  situated  on  its  south  hank  at  this 
place,  west  of  the  bridge,  thereby  destroying  the  Gasport 
gasworks,  and  leaving  the  warehouse  and  store  to  return 
to  tallow  dips,  as  in  d.ays  of  yore.  'I'he  village  at  the 
present  time  contains  one  church,  a hotel,  a blacksmith 
and  wagon  shop,  two  warehouses,  three  stores,  one  steam 
>hingle  fai:ti>r\',  eider  .ind  vineg  ir  works,  a r.ailr  'i.id  d i-.it. 
canal  station,  and  a pOi>uluion  of  three  liundr-^-^  .'.ml 
thirty. 

Samuel  Hiichccick  built  the  first  house  in  this  place 
about  1824,  on  the  north  side  ,.f  the  canal,  and  he  al--.) 
kept  the  fir>t  hotel  or  tavern. 
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Alfred  CoUvdl  erected  the  first  warehouse  at  this  place, 

,111  the  west  side  of  the  bridge  and  south  side  of  the  canal, 
s.diuiel  i litchcock  also  built  one  about  the  same  time, 
i\hcre  .Martin’s  ware  house  now  stands. 

,\mong  the  early  settlers  at  this  place  were  a Mr.  W ool-  i 
wi.'ith,  wagon-maker;  Mr.  Marcy,  blacksmith,  and  Timoth}- 
I’.ige,  first  physician.  I'he  first  flouring  mill  and 
-.iw  null  w.is  built  by  Colonel  John  Mabee,  a little  north-  i 
c.i't  of  the  village,  on  Johnson's  creek,  while  .\ndrew  and 
.\mos  Brown  had  a saw-mill  south  of  the  village  about 
ihe  same  time.  The  first  store  in  this  place  was  ke[)t  by 
Sextus  Shearer  in  i82g.  Colwell  was  the  first  post- 
master at  Gasport.  The  railroad  station  was  located 
here  in  1S54.  j 

The  land  upon  which  the  village  stands  was  owned  by  | 
.Melick,  Mabee  and  Hitchcock.  In  1850,  an  organization  i 

was  effected,  a stock  company  formed,  and  an  academy  ! 

built.  The  building  is  of  brick,  about  twenty-five  by  ! 
forty  feet,  two  stories  high,  with  grounds  suitable  for  such  j 
an  institution.  William  Crocker  was  the  principal,  and  j 
taught  all  the  branches  of  an  academic  course  of  study.  j 
.Vlfred  Colwell,  Elisha  Smedley,  O.  L.  Wilcox,  Jason  I 
Sawyer  and  Lewis  Griffin  were  the  trustees.  Theattend- 
ance  of  pupils  averaged  about  seventyx  In  or  about  the 
year  1S70  the  institution  was  closed,  and  the  property  sold 
to  the  Congregational  society  for  a parsonage. 

REYNALE’S  BASIN. 

Reynale's  Basin  is  about  five  miles  west  of  Middleport, 
or  the  Erie  Canal.  The  first  post-office  established  in 
the  town  was  at  this  place. 

At  one  time  this  place  was  of  some  importance,  having 
the  only  post-oflice,  and  doing  i^uite  a large  business  in 
ship[)ing  farm  produce.  But  the  young  America  of  Mid- 
dleport anil  Gasport,  one  on  each  side  of  it,  soon  drew  the 
trade.  It  still  retains  a post-office  by  the  name  of  the 
place. 

It  is  a large  hamlet,  beautifully  located,  with  school- 
house,  cheese  f.actory.  driving  park,  etc.  Dr.  P.  Failing  1 
is  the  resident  physician,  and  one  of  its  most  prominent 
citizens.  There  .’re about  one  hundred  inhabitants.  This 
place  derived  its  name  from  the  first  settler,  George  Rev- 
nale,  who  settled  here  as  soon  as  the  canal  was  opened 
for  navigation  and  transportation,  and  put  up  a small 
frame  building  or.  the  north  side  of  the  canal,  and  west 
side  of  the  road  crossing  at  this  place.  Here  Mr.  Rey- 
nale  opened  a sm.ill  grocery,  and  soon  became  a large 
dealer  in  staves  and  he.iding,  whicli  he  purchased  of  the 
settlers  north  of  the  can.il. 

.MIDDLEPORT. 

Middleport,  the  only  incorporated  \ illage,  is  located  on 
the  Erie  C.’.n.d,  and  in  tlie  northeast  corner  of  the  town, 
the  corporation  e^tendine.  over  uito  lire  town  of  Hart- 
land.  ulnc;-,  joins  tills  town  on  the  nortli.  Previous  to 
the  construction  of  tile  Erie  ('.ina',  tliis  was  known  onlv  i 

as  a wiiileruess.  .ill  tlie  business  being  done  at  what  is  ! 

now  I'reenVMi's  (>>niers.  li  ilf  a mile  soutli  of  tliis  place.  j 
But  the  .id’.eiit  of  tire  cau.il  lirouglit  tlie  l>usin.ess  all  'o 


this  i>oint,  .and  from  the  fact  of  its  beinu  e'iiui-b-’  ■ : • - 
tween  Lot  kjiort  and  I reeport,  now  .Vlbion.  it 
ened  Middleport. 

It  soon  became  ijuite  extensively  known  as  i _..o.i 
grain  market,  and  soon  beg.in  to  assume  the  aipin.-ar.-r 
of  a vill.ige.  On  the  25th  of  December,  i.s5.s. 
w.is  issued  from  the  Niagara  County  Court  of 
eni|)owering  certain  parties  to  hold  a corporation  . 
February  26th,  1859.  .Notices  were  [lOsted  for  the  p ■ ; 
and  on  the  22nd  day  of  .March  A.  J.  Baker,  B.  !’.  it 
Horace  Pierce,  Thomas  F.  Smith  and  I'.  .S.  'l'a\  ! r 
elected  trustees  of  the  village  of  .Middleport.  ' 'ir  • ■■ 
28th  they  held  their  first  official  meeting,  anrl  elet 
Francis  S.  Taylor  president  of  the  board  for  the  ensuir:, 
year,  and  Peter  B.  Knower  was  appointed  village  - Icrk. 

The  trustees  were  elected  annually,  and  continued  t . 
appoint  one  of  tlieir  own  numbe’'  pre-'ideiit,  a.^  b,!!"w>- 
In  i860,  Milton  .Seaman;  1861,  Francis  S.  r.oi.-r  : 
1862,  1863, Allen  H.  Pierce;  1864,  .\.  S.  Baker;  1865  1.  .sot, 
Milton  Seaman  ; 1868,  Avery  S.  Delano  ; :86o,  [oh.n 

Todd;  1870,  John  N.  Dunn;  1871,  .-k.  H.  Pierce;  1872. 
Henry  McClean,  jr.,  who  was  appointed  March  26th.  .’n! 
served  until  June  3rd,  1872,  when,  under  their  new  char- 
ter, the  people  voted  directly  for  a president  of  the  \;1- 
lage,  and  .\very  S.  Delano  was  elected  by  popular 
vote. 

.■\t  this  time  the  number  of  trustees  was  rcduc-ed  to 
three,  and  Henry  McClean,  jr.,  Bruce  V.  Oliver  and 
j Jeremiah  Tracy  were  elected. 

j Since  then  the  presidents  of  the  village  have  been  : 

I In  1873,  C.  R.  Blakslee  ; 1874,  H.  McClean,  jr.  ; r.S;;. 

I Charles  H.  Francis;  1876,  J.  H.  Dunn;  1S77,  1S7S.  Ch..r!es 

I H.  Francis.  Charles  W.  Laskey  has  been  clerk  of  ti;e 

village  for  the  last  three  terms. 

At  the  present  time  the  population  is  estimated  to  be 
about  one  thousand  four  hundred.  The  as>eMSed  valua- 
tion has  increased  from  ,$129,422  in  1859,  to  ,$320,800  in 
1878,  which  shows  a healthy  state  of  affairs. 

The  business  enterprises  of  the  jilace  are  various.  1 lie 
lumber,  grocery,  warehouse,  and  the  dry  good<  tr.idc' 
are  doing  a large  business.  The  live  stock  and  ,orod  '.ce 
trade  is  the  means  of  leaving  a large  amount  of  mom  v .i: 
this  point.  .\  dry  dock,  for  the  building  and  rep.n'r  'U 
canal  boats,  is  one  of  the  live  institutions  ot  tiie  ic.ae. 
.\11  other  trades  are  doing  a good  business. 

There  are  four  churches  in  the  village,  viz.  ; .Meii'  .vi- 
ist  Episcopal,  Protestant  Eijiscopal,  Lniwrsdis;  and 
Roman  Catholic,  and  a movement  i.->  on  foot  •'  t .1 
fifth — Presbyterian.  There  are  two  hotels,  one  o- 
house,  several  civic  societies,  foundry  and  m.’i  iii’u  - • ; -. 
heading-mill,  and  one  paiwr-inill,  turning  ..  • 
manilla  jiajier  per  day.  There  was  at  one  tim  • .■  : g 

institution  here,  but  thefinanci.il  pressure  of  i*;;  • -t-. 

it  to  susp'-nd  .-r ’’■o.n'.  -'.v  'o'ca  :l’'- 
not  been  tri'^d.  I !...  . ...,  ! - ' .'.  ■ • 

\V.  La.skey,  1 -S([. 

The  land  upon  which  the  vill.ige  no  \ stand'  u . ; r 

nierly  owned  by  .Messrs.  Bennett,  lay'  1 
Mather.  .\nin:ii'.  B-'inett  owned  ''  i- 
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side  uf  Main  soutli  of  tlic  < anal;  William  Taylor  on 

the  east  side  Main  street,  south  of  tl'.e  < anal ; ( lad  Mather 
on  the  east  side  of  Vernon  street,  north  of  the  canal,  and  | 

F.  B.  Lane  on  the  west  side  of  Vernon  street,  north  of  ' 

the  canal.  James  Northam  was  the  first  to  open  a store 
in  Middle[>ort.  In  1S22,  when  the  trees  had  just  been 
cut,  and  the  brusli  was  piled  up  on  either  side  of  where 
the  canal  now  is,  and  where  Main  street  crosses  the  canal 
and  not  a shovelfull  of  earth  had  yet  been  moved,  Mr. 
Northam  erected  a small  frame  buildin^^  on  what  was  to 
be  the  bank  of  the  canal,  and  opened  a store,  employing 
S.  Baker  as  clerk.  Soon  after  this  Baker  went  as 
clerk  with  Lane,  who  had  a contract  on  the  canal.  Sub- 
secjiiently  Mr.  Northam  sold  to  Messrs.  Craig  N Dunlai>, 
who  continued  the  business  at  Middleport.  They  were 
afterward  followed  in  the  business  by  Lane  N Baker,  at 
Middleport.  As  soon  as  the  canal  was  ojeened  for  use, 
others  entered  the  arena  as  rivals  of  the  old  merchants, 
and  still  remain  in  business  at  this  place. 

F.VT.VL  AFFRAY. 

The  first  homicide  at  Middleport  was  committed  by 
Levi  Cole,  keeper  of  the  log  tavern,  while  the  canal  was 
being  built.  A party  of  Irishmen  were  in  his  tavern  one 
evening,  and  becoming  somewhat  noisy  from  the  two  free 
use  of  firc-w-ater,  and  indulging  in  language  not  generally 
used  by  sober  men,  one  of  the  party  insulted  Mrs.  Cole  ; 
upon  learning  the  facts.  Cole  knocked  the  man  down, 
when,  the  whole  party  assaulted  Cole,  and  he  fled,  running 
up  the  street  to  where  Mr.  Bentley  lived.  His  pursuers 
following  closely,  he  stopped,  picked  up  a club,  and  struck 
and  killed  the  first  one  that  came  up,  and  badly  injured 
the  ne.xt.  Mr.  Bentley  and  Mr.  Northam,  who  was  at  Mr. 
Bentley’s  house,  hearing  the  noise,  went  out  and  took 
Cole  in  for  his  safety.  When  the  excited  crowd  demand- 
ed Cole’s  delivery,  Messrs.  Bentley  and  Northam  gave 
themselves  as  hostages  that  Cole  should  be  delivered  to 
the  proi>er  authorities.  Mr.  Cole  was  finally  sent  to 
State  prison  for  a short  time  for  this  act. 

SUPERVISORS. 

The  act  creating  the  town  of  Ilartland  directed  that  j 

the  first  town  meeting  shtndd  be  held  at  the  house  of  j 

Almond  H.  Millard  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  .April.  1S18. 
That  gentleman  was  elected  supervisor,  and  the  list  from 
that  time  to  the  present  has  been  as  follows; 

In  iSi8-20,  .Almond  H.  .Millard;  1821,  Nathan  Com- 
stock; 1S22,  1S23,  Daniel  Wasliburn;  1824-27,  John 
Garnsey;  1828-30,  .Asher  Freeman;  iS3r,  D.  S.  Fenn; 
1832,  .Asher  Freeman;  1833,  Ethan  Fenn;  1834-37, 
James  Baldwin;  183S-40,  Davis  Hurd;  1841,  John  Me-  j 
Nall;  1842,  Davis  Hurd;  1843,  Peter  P.  .Murphv;  1844,  ; 

1843.  Samuel  Z.  Ro^s;  1846,  Crandus  Da\eni)ort;  1847, 
Wdliam  .'s,  lean;  184^;,  i .84(1,  ,\ Ifrcd  Colwell ; 1850,  Sam- 
uel /.  Ross;  1 85  I , ! 05 2,  .\lon/.()  W.  Newcomb;  i8;3.  [oiin 
'^'horn;  1854,  1855,  Oliver  R.  Brown;  1850-5^,  .Alon/o  i 
\\’.  Newcomb;  i860,  .Alfred  Colwell;  1861.  i8()2,  Rufus  ’ 
W.  Brig'.'-;  1863-5,  Robert  F.  I’ierMUi;  i8t)6,  18.67,  ( )rrin 
L.  Hudnut;  1808,  Chauiuey  Slieldon;  i86<;,  KS70,  .Mar- 


cus .Mabee;  1871,  187.2,  Elijah  H.  Woodworth;  1873,  1S74, 
Orrin  L.  Hudnut;  1875,  1876,  John  P.  Brown;  1877, 
1878,  Francis  Hunter. 

THE  CHURCHES. 

Flksl'  CHRISTIA.V  CHURCH  OF  ROYALTOX. 

W’e  are  largely  indebted  to  Rev.  Thomas  Taylor  for 
material  for  the  history  of  this  church,  which  is  located 
at  Orangeport. 

Here  is  where  the  gospel  was  first  preached  in  Niagara 
county,  aw  a)'  from  the  river,  and  the  first  church  organized 
west  of  Genesee  river  in  this  State. 

The  person  who  took  the  lead  was  a Mrs.  Wilder,  wlio 
lived  north  of  the  canal,  on  the  farm  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  George  Kayner;  and  the  second  was  Pru- 
dence Bugbee,  who  lived  where  lier  grandson  Henry  now- 
lives.  These  two  women  finally  started  a female  prayer- 
meeting. There  was  not  a man  in  the  community  to  take 
part  in  a religious  meeting,  or  who  made  any  religious 
profession;  but  the  two  w'omen  appointed  a public  meeting 
at  the  house  of  Louden  .Andrews,  just  south  of  what  is 
now  Orangeport.  It  was  a log  house,  that  stood  back 
near  the  foot  of  the  *'  mountain,”  by  the  spring. 

As  these  two  faithful  servants  of  their  heavenly  Master 
• rode  up  to  the  meeting  on  horseback,  they  saw  a number 
of  men  standing  about  the  house.  .Mrs.  \M!der  said  to 
Mrs.  Bugbee,  ” Now,  Prudence,  don’t  you  flinch;  trust 
in  God,  and  he  will  sustain  us.”  The  meeting  was  duly 
opened  and  conducted,  and  some  of  the  men  were  deeply 
affected,  and  soon  a Mr.  .Ailsworth  was  added  to  t’nis  little 
praying  army. 

The  first  preacher  who  labored  in  this  community  was 
Oliver  Castle.  His  labors  were  not  immediately  blessed 
of  God,  yet  the  bread  cast  upon  the  waters  was  found 
after  many  days.  “.About  the  first  of  January,  1813,  the 
Lord  began  to  move  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people  ; the 
rude  cabins  reverberated  with  the  praises  of  God,  the 
wilderness  and  the  solitary  places  were  made  glad,  and  the 
desert  began  to  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.”  .About 
the  ist  of  June,  the  same  year,  elders  Joel  Doubleday 
and  Nathaniel  Brown  visited  this  settlement,  and  on  the 
14th  six  persons  were  baptized,  and  in  a few  days  after, 
a few  more  were  added  to  their  numbers.  In  July  and 
.August,  1817,  a revival  commenced,  under  the  labors  of 
elders  Joel  Doubh  day  and  John  Blodgett,  and  numbers 
were  added  to  the  church,  and  saints  who  had  long  prayed 
for  a refreshing  from  the  Lord  were  made  to  rejoice, 
thank  God.  and  take  courage. 

During  this  _\ear  seventy-three  persons  were  baptized, 
including  Stephen  Bugbee,  who  was  for  many  years  dea- 
con of  the  church.  It  was  during  this  revival  interest 
that  the  church  was  formally  organized,  on  the  2cth  d.iy 
(jf  SejUemiier,  l■■'l7,  by  r.h'.er  I i-  abb'd  ;v.  i );i  the  at'; 
and  sth  of  (tciober.  in  t!  e >ame  year,  a e,enera'i  meetic_ 
was  field  in  the  barn  which  is  still  standing  on  the  Kr.\- 
ner  f;irm,  and  was  then  owned  by  William  Smith,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  church.  'I'his  is  one  of  die  oldv't 
fr.uiie  building-'  we-'i  ot  Roiln.-'ler. 
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riu-  ministers  [vresent  at  that  time  were,  Joel  Double- 
.»  •.  Idlin  r.iixl^'etn,  H\il)har(l  Thompson,  Lev i Hathaway, 
lo^epli  r.adgei.  At  this  mretiiv^^  'Villiam  Smith  was 
.ij.jMimted  to  the  otftice  of  deaeun,  by  |Kayer  and  the  lay- 
ing; on  of  hands  In"  the  elders.  He  was  the  first  deacon 
• if  t!ie  church. 

During  the  sn-iiiiraer  of  iSi8,  a frame  meeting-house 
was  raised  and  enclosed,  I)iit  not  plastered,  seated  or 
p.iinted,  until  aboat  six  years  after.  This  was  the 
fir-t  house  built  for  jiublic  worship  on  the  Holland  Pur- 
( h.ise. 

On  the  iQthof  July,  i8i8,  Russell  Weaver  and  Stephen 
li'.igbec  were  appointed  to  the  office  of  deacons.  Elder 
D.ivid  Millard,  who  was  then  present,  says  in  a letter: 
“The  meeting-house  was  uj),  without  windows  or  a regu- 
lar lloor.  Hoards  placed  on  blocks  made  the  seats,  and  a 
work  bench  placed  in  the  east  end  made  a very  good 
liulpit.” 

'I’he  church  was  legally  incorporated  on  the  5th  day  of 
February,  1825,  under  the  name  of  “ First  Christian  So- 
ciety of  Royalton."  with  William  .Smith,  Benjamin  Hale, 
and  Nathan  Stone  the  first  trustees.  During  this  year 
Elder  Badger  was  preacher  in  charge,  and  had  the  church 
hni^hed  off,  doing  a large  share  of  the  work  himself.  He 
had  the  building  painted  red,  and  as  long  as  it  stood  it 
was  known  as  the  “red  meeting-house  on  the  hill.”  In 
the  winter  of  1845,  the  meeting-house  was  burned,  and 
during  the  following  summer  the  society  built  the  present 
house,  at  a cost  of  ,'^t,6oo.  The  new  church  was  dedi- 
cated in  February,  1845,  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Stowe. 

In  the  spring  of  1S61  the  society  purchased  of  D.  D. 
Day  the  property  immediately  south  of  the  church  for  a 
parsonage,  paying  therefor  $550. 

AVe  find  upon  examination  that  upward  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  Christian  ministers  have  each  preached  one 
or  more  sermons  to  this  people,  since  the  days  of  Oliver 
Ca  tie. 

The  church  is  in  a flourishing  condition  under  the 
present  pastor.  Rev.  Thomas  Taylor.  The  total  member- 
ship is  86,  The  salary  paid  the  [lastor  is  §850. 

The  Sunday-school  numbers  116,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  80.  There  are  150  volumes  in  the  library. 
The  superintendent  is  F’ayette  Day. 

This  church  can  say  with  Joshua  of  old,  “ The  Lord 
hath  blessed  me  hitherto." 

I XIVT.RSAUSr  CHLRC'H  OF  M 1 DD I.Kl'ORT. 

The  first  time  that  the  doctrine  of  this  denomination 
was  ever  preai  hcd  in  or  near  .Middlcport,  Judge  .\.  S. 
Baker  j'rucured  the  services  of  Rev.  Linus  S.  Everett, 
who  preached  in  a little  frame  school-house,  at  what  wa.^ 
then  called  Ewing’s  Coiners,  half  a mile  south  of  .Mid- 
dieport.  I'he  text  on  that  occasion  was  .\cts  ii.,  39;  and 
the  first  hymn  sung  wa->,  “Come,  Holy  Spirit,  Heavenly 
Dove,”  etc. 

.\fter  this  the  Cniversalists  met  for  wor>hip  in  the 
brick  .->chool-Iiou'.e,  which  is  now  standing  ojn/osite  the 
^\.  E.  church,  amd  oci  ii|)ied  bv  Dr.  E.  I..  (foie  .is  a resi 


dence.  They  continued  to  meet  here  until  their  . icri  h 
was  btiilt. 

When  the  society  was  finally  organized.  Rev.  .Mr 
Whitnall  was  in  charge.  He  was  formerly  a sailor; 
on  board  Nelson’s  flagship  at  the  battle  of  'I'rafalgar,  ami 
hel[ied  to  carry  Nelson  below  when  mortallv  wounb.ed. 
He  was  one  of  those  eccentric  ministers  not  ufteii  met 
with.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Messrs.  H.unmoiul, 
Knapp,  Kelsey,  Van  Campen,  Cliase,  and  other-. 

For  a long  time  Mrs.  Judge  .V.  S.  Baker  w.m  ilie  muIv 
woman  who  would  or  did  attend  the  Univ  ersaii-t  meet- 
ings, and  she  was  for  a long  time  the  only  female  member 
of  the  society. 

In  1841  the  society  built  the  present  church  eiHfu  e. 
which  is  of  stone  and  brick,  located  at  the  corm  r of 
-Main  and  Church  streets.  The  cost  of  the  building  was 
;3io,ooo.  The  society  has  a sinking  fund  of  S5-coo. 

In  1871  the  society  repaired  the  church  at  a co>t  i.if 
^2,000,  putting  in  a pipe  organ,  costing  $800. 

There  are  at  present  thirty  communicants,  fortv-fr.e 
families  connected  with  the  congregation  and  an  averaav 
attendance  of  112.  The  value  of  the  church  ]iropertv  is 
;$i5,ooo.  Rev.  Mr.  Hutchins  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  Sunday-school  connected  with  this  church  is  also 
connected  with  the  County  Sunday-school  Institute, 
which  meets  every  two  months.  The  following  h.ive 
been  superintendents  of  the  school:  B.  F.  King.  James 
Baker,  Lucy  Hurd,  E.  J.  Swain,  Samuel  Ward.  Ira  Cong- 
don,  Violetta  Spalding.  There  are  eightv'-four  scholar.- 
on  the  roll,  and  the  average  .attendance  is  fifty-three. 
The  library  has  177  volumes.  Linus  S.  Freeman  is  the 
present  superintendent 

MIDDLEPORT  Xt.  F.  CHURCH. 

On  the  i8th  of  April,  1827,  a Methodist  organizati .m 
was  effected,  and  Francis  B.  Lane,  James  M’illiams,  _b.)hn 
Bickford,  .-\runah  Bennett  and  Abijah  Terry  were  diilv 
elected  trustees. 

Rev.  John  Copeland,  who  was  then  preacher  in  ch.irge, 
and  presided  at  the  election  of  trustees,  also  gave  tlu-m 
and  their  survivors  in  office  a warranty  deed  ol  the  lot 
uiion  which  the  church  now  stands,  and  the  church  n.is 
built  the  same  year.  The  church  is  forty  bv  :u.\tv  tect,  <-t 
wood,  and  built  after  the  fashion  of  that  day.  Betore  ti.e 
church  building  was  coin;ileted,  a revival  meeting  w > 
held  in  it,  boards  and  planks  taking  the  place  u!  pen-. 
A large  addition  was  made  to  the  meml.)cr>h;p  ot  tl.e 
church  at  this  time. 

The  society  owns  a valuable  jiarsonage.  located  ' n 
Main  street.  The  well  upon  the  parMinage  lot  was  .lu  ; 
bv  Rev.  Isaac  Buffer,  who  wa>  jireacher  in  i h.iree  .it  t le 
time.  The  old  man  dug  the  well  and  stoned  it  up.  d<! m 
all  the  work  nights.  b\'  the  light  ot  t.dlow  c.im.Bc-.  lie 
ilid  this  in  order  not  to  cni()loy  .my  ot  tlie  tl.iv  tm  e. 
wiiich  migiu  be  oci  apied  in  visiting  !■!'  . u : . 

ing  to  pasior.il  duties.  I’his  w.i>  one  0!  “ v i ; '■ 
verse  " Buffer's  eccentricities. 

The  following  pre.icher.e- hav  e sefv  ed  thi>  • 1.  r< '•  - im  e 
the  days  of  Copeland  and  Buffet  : .\nm.ih  r.-  nmi:,  '1 


‘I  (' 


I 


w 4.  ! .’’•a)*  ’>(i!ti  « 1 t 

-'*  ' ' ' ' • u < , 


• , ,1 

i s 


> * A T 

> ■>  '■'  • r.i')  h .'rjl^rl/n 'iiM 

I . ..>'  'I  , .ii|)  J I 'ji/  Im.'i  j 11(1,.  • < 

•t  l/i  ♦■fj'.'il  >t  t( .(  tilU 

, ■ . ' h*  • n'i*.  ifU- 1(1 

' . ■'■■•;'  if  ■•  S*!>.J  . 

I * - S . i.  . 


' • ’ i 


I 


<: 


* I 

:U[' 


I. 


M 


> , 


M 


* .. 


1- 


^‘.  X 'rr*i\ 


I *■  r?v 


^ j 'p  ' 


.J-;  .'■•  J -si 


i 


f 

% 


f 

I 


'■’i,--.  ?,i  di.,  /■':  ■'<  ? ■ '1 

■‘  . Uilf 

v.'r|  i t‘j -V.VvVij.  ';  ^ 

- ‘;i,.y  ■ ^ irf  ‘/  -'i,  ./  ' ^ 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


35^' 


May,  James  Dunham,  William  Jarrett,  Chauncev  S.  Ba- 
ker, I’liilandcr  I’oweiN  M.  W.  Bcnediel,  .S.  Saulsbury,  D. 

D.  Bill  k,  H.  R.  Smith,  D.  J.  B.  Hoyt,  William  Cooley,  B. 

F.  MfNeil,  I-’.  M.  \\ -irren,  1’.  W.  Gould.  G.  \V.  Kitteng.r, 

(j.  Fillmore,  B.  E.  Woodruff,  S.  C.  Church,  Orrin  Abbott,  ! 
.M.  Hanker,  J.  Vaughn.  J.  Timmerman,  Milo  Scott,  L.  { 
I’ackard,  H.  Van  Benschoten,  L.  T.  Foote,  S.  C.  Smith,  j 
William  .Magosern,  W.  S.  Tuttle,  and  the  present  jiastor,  i 
S.  S.  Ballou.  I 

'I'he  [tresent  member?,hi[)  is  -,ixty-five.  The  churcit 
property  is  valued  at  '^6,000.  The  Sunday-school  j 
connecied  uith  this  church  is  under  the  supersis- 
ion  of  George  J.  Hine,  Esq.,  and  is  in  a flourishing  condi- 
tion. The  total  number  of  members  is  120;  average 
attendance  8c;  volumes  in  library  200. 

SKCOXD  FREE-WIl.L  IJ.M’TIST  CHCRCH  OF  ROV.VLTONE 

The  church  edifice  is  located  on  what  is  known  as  Gris- 
wold street,  about  two  and  a half  miles  south  of  Middle- 
port.  The  building  is  of  wood,  about  thirty  by  forty 
feet,  cost  five  hundred  dollars,  and  was  built  and  dedi- 
cated in  1839. 

Elder  Gilman  was  the  first  pastor,  and  was  followed 
by  Elder  Wilder,  who  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Draper, 
who  occupied  the  pulpit  until  1871  or  1872,  when  he 
died.  Since  that  time  the  church  has  been  occupied  by 
Methodists,  Baptists,  Christians  and  others,  as  there  is  no 
regular  or  stated  preaching  at  the  church  at  present.  The 
real  estate  was  conveyed  by  Adam  Miller  to  the  “ Second 
Free  Will  Baptist  Society”  of  Royalton,  by  warranty 
deed. 

FIRST  B.A.PTIST  CHURCH  OF  ROV.-VLTON. 

This  church  is  located  four  miles  south  of  Gasport,  | 
near  Dysinger’s  Corners,  on  what  is  known  as  Locust 
street.  The  society  was  organized  August  20th,  1822, 
by  F.  Holdridge,  S.  J.  Olney,  R.  W.  Berry,  David  Pettit, 

G.  Sprean,  J.  Albin,  Debora  Holdridge,  Sally  Berry, 
Sally  Durfee,01ive  .-klbin,  and  Elijah  Holdridge.  The  first 
meeting  for  organization  was  held  in  the  school-house  in 
district  No.  13,  in  which  the  church  is  now  located. 

From  1822  to  1836,  elders  Parsons  and  Waterbary  j 
were  the  pastors.  From  1836  to  1S47,  there  was  no  j 
stated  preaching,  but  the  church  was  supplied  by  preach-  j 
ers  from  the  surrounding  churches,  b'rom  1848  to  1852,  ; 

Filder  Browning  Hunt  was  in  charge,  and  during  1852 
was  succeeded  by  Elder  Pettit,  who  resigned  in  1856. 
FBder  G.W.  Porter  [ireached  from  1856  to  1859;  Elder  Gil- 
bert in  1S60,  and  Elder  Wa\'  in  i86i.  Between  1861  and 
i868,  Elder  S.  G.  Smith,  of  Eockport,  preached  here  I 
occasionally.  ! 

During  this  time  the  old  church  was  luirned,  and  the  i 
present  ediiice  erected  and  dedicated  in  1866,  by  I'.lder  1 
S.  G.  Smith,  who  also  supplied  the  church  for  nearlv  one 
year,  when,  m 1S71,  i'.Mcr  J.  P.  B.Ues  uas  pl.ued  m 
clnu'ge.  K.e\'.  R.  B.  Hull,  now  I'f  the  labernacle  Uluirch, 
New  York,  supplied  tlie  church  in  1872;  Edder  J.  R. 
Smith  in  187  ’,,  and  Eider  E h'.  ( )wen  from  iS74to  1870 
The  I hurch  was  c dosed  for  about  a >ear,  when,  on  No- 


vember ist,  1877,  Elder  1.  N.  Pease,  the  i>resent  pastor, 
was  settled  as  she[)b.erd  of  the  flock. 

The  first  church  building  was  erected  in  1823,  of  wood, 
at  a cost  of  about  ,$500.  The  present  edifice,  also  of 
wood,  was  built  and  dedicated  in  1S69.  at  a cost  of  $3,000 
for  lot  and  building.  Tiie  parsonage  adjoining  the  church 
lot  cost  the  society  $2,000.  'Phe  present  value  of  the 
( hurch  [(ropert\’  is  ,$5,000. 

d'lte  fir-it  Simday-sidiool  connected  with  this  church 
was  organized  by  I..  B.  Horton,  as  superintendent,  in 
1820,  w ho  conducted  the  school  until  1856,  with  an  a\’er- 
age  artemlam  e of  twenty-five  juipils.  The  present  super- 
intendent is  W.  r.  Ward.  I he  whole  number  of  scholars 
is  seventy,  and  the  average  attendance  fifty. 

ROM.AX  C.ATHOLIC. 

This  church  jjroperty  was  purchased  from  C.  W.  Platts 
and  others,  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Mid- 
dleport,  in  F’ebruary,  1875,  for  ,$1,700.  Since  then  the 
Catholics  have  expended  as  much  more  in  repairs  and 
painting,  making  a valuation  of  $3,400.  This  is  a “mis- 
sion,” with  Father  O’Reily  in  charge.  They  ha\e  a 
Sunday-school,  averaging  about  thirty  scholars,  connected 
with  the  mission. 

GER.M.XN  LUrHER.A.X  TRIXITY  CHURCH. 

This  church  is  located  on  Main  street  in  the  village  of 
Wolcottsville.  The  society  was  formed  in  1854,  with  the 
following  named  persons  as  elders  and  deacons  : F. 
Sarow,  A.  Voelker,  F.  Voelker,  William  Lindke,  C.  Web- 
ber, A.  Hellert,  L.  Nemvede,  P.  Sy,  C Mann;  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Boehm,  as  pastor,  for  the  first  four  years. 

In  1867  the  society  decided  to  build  a new  church,  of 
brick,  35  by  58  feet.  The  brick  were  made  on  the  lot 
on  which  the  church  stands,  by  members  of  the  church, 
they  doing  the  whole  of  the  work,  making  the  brick, 
furnishing  all  the  material,  building  the  church  and  com- 
pleting it,  all  within  themselves,  not  counting  the  cost, 
or  knowing  the  exact  value  of  the  church  when  complet- 
ed and  dedicated  in  1868,  making  a free  will  offering  to 
Him  whom  they  worship.  The  present  value  of  church 
and  parsonage  is  probably  about  $5,000. 

The  ministers  since  Rev.  Mr.  Boehm,  have  been:  Rev. 
.Messrs.  Lemhuis,  nine  years;  .Mueller,  nine  years:  K.  G. 
Krebs,  the  present  [lastor,  one  and  a half  years. 

This  church  is  under  the  care  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa. 
The  communicants  number  318. 

ME'l'HODIST  EI'ISCOR.A  E CHURCH  OF  ROV.VLTOX. 

The  first  Methodist  class  in  Royalton  was  formed  on 
the  25th  of  .\[iril,  i8iS,  by  Daniel  Shepherdson  and 
Cvrus  Story,  who  were  circuit  preachers.  Joel  Bi.xby 
was  ajiiiointed  the  first  leader.  There  were  sixteen 
memijers,  and  t!  .•  | iv  ■.c’.:;.2.  - : - ' . wer  ‘ h-.  d • 

house  of  the  I'.-nhT,  o:un  m f".''  week-.  In.' 

trustees  of  the  societ)  were  elected  i'l  1830. 

d'he  chiiri  h is  of  brick,  and  was  built  and  dedicated 
in  iSg.s.and  rebuilt  in  iStu.  The  onguui!  c<5st  w,i>  ,$3,000. 
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The  first  Sunday-school  was  organized  with  fifty 

holars,  and  Simon  Bixby  superintendent,  The  present 
•..iperinteiidv  nt  C.  E,  IJixliy.  The  number  of  schotars  is 
t .•  p and  the  aver.ige  attendance  Sa.  There  are  200  vol- 
in  ihe  lilirary.  The  value  of  the  church  property 
1;  present  is  , so, 000.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  A. 

."t.iples. 

I'KI- -l.v  l I RIAN  CHfRell  OR  M I O DI.K  I'O  RT. 

I'lie  Rresb\terian  church  in  this  \illage  was  organized 
[line  iith,  1S33.  b\  Rev.  Messrs.  Rawson,  Reed,  Mead 
aiul  Rage,  and  was  received  umler  the  care  of  the  Rres- 
bvtery  of  Niagara  on  the  25tlt  of  the  same  month.  As 
stated  supplies  under  the  patronage  of  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society  we  find  in  succession  the  names 
of  Revs.  Adino  Stanley,  Herman  Halsey,  Beaufort  Ladd, 
Richard  Dunning,  Samuel  A.  Rawson  and  Elisha  B.  Sher- 
wood. None  of  them,  except  Mr.  Sherwood,  ajipear  to 
have  staid  more  than  one  year.  Mr.  Sherwood  was  there 
three  years.  He  left  in  June,  1845,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Revs.  Bridgeman,  Kennedy,  Clute,  Beardsley,  Mark- 
inson  and  Dox.  The  last  named  was  a Congregational- 
ist  minister,  located  at  Gasport,  and  supplied  this  place 
from  there.  He  was  in  charge  during  1874,  and  until 
February,  1875,  when  the  church  property  was  sold  to  the 
Roman  Catholics,  for  $1,700. 

There  were  then  about  eighty  members  belonging  to 
the  church,  and  the  property  was  comparatively  free 
from  debt.  The  trustees  at  that  time  were  Messrs.  Boyd, 
of  Johnson’s  Creek,  Smith,  of  Jeddo,  and  Platts,  of  Mid- 
dleport. 

There  was  a very  prosperous  Sunday-school  connected 
with  the  church,  with  Stephen  Griswold  as  superinten- 
dent, an  average  attendance  of  thirty-five  scholars,  and 
two  hundred  and  thirty  volumes  in  the  library. 

CONGREG  ATION.AL  CHURCH  OF  ROYALTON. 

This  is  one  of  the  Gasport  churches.  It  was  organ- 
ized October  5th,  1817,  by  Rev.  Eleazer  Fairbanks,  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society,  with  the 
following  members:  Titus  Fenn,  William  Welch,  Paul 
Sawyer,  Nehemiah  Brown,  James  Smedley,  Ethan  Fenn, 
Samuel  Hitchcock,  Ruth  Welch,  Rhoda  Fenn,  iMatiUla 
Hitchcock,  Thankful  Barrett,  Hannah  Sawyer,  Polly 
Meade,  Mary  Harwood,  .\bbie  Fenn  and  Martha  Mead. 
Titus  Fenn  and  William  Welch  were  chosen  deacons,  and 
Titus  Fenn  clerk  of  the  society. 

It  does  not  appear  upon  the  records  how  long  Mr. 
Fai''banks  remained  with  this  society.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  James  C.  Crane,  who  supplied  the  pidjiit  occa- 
sionally until  near  the  close  of  1S21,  when  Rcw.  fames 
Colton  became  the  settled  pastor.  He  was  succeeded  in 
1830  by  Rev.  Mr.  Rawson;  1832,  Re\’.  David  Page;  183  p 
Rev.  Isaac  Crabb;  1834,  1845,  Rev.  N.  E.  \ eom.m;  1836, 
.\bram  Ingersoll;  1837,  1838,  Re\'.  N.  E.  Veom:  n;  1 S 
42,  Rev.  Rich.-'rd  Dunning;  1S43,  1,844,  Rev.  Ihisha  Sher- 
wood; iS46-aS,  Rev.  Roswell  Brooks. 

During  th.e  year  184,8  the  society  liuilt  the  piesent 
church  edifice,  at  a cost  of  about  .$1,500,  'I'he  proceeds 


of  land  don.ited  b\-  the  Holland  Eand  Company  aided 
materially  in  the  building  of  the  ( him  h. 

The  societvwns  now  without  regular  pre-ni  liing.  uni 
was  supplied  b\'  Methodist  itinerants,  and  bv  Re\.  f,  [. 
Bennett,  from  the  Congregational  churcli  of  1 ‘ck p. 

In  i,859  and  iS6o,Rev.H.E.Dox  was  the  suppi\ . and  l.e  w.i- 
succeeded  by  Revs.  J.  E.  Bennett  and  John  ’\\'  id.ukni- 
son,  and  he  himself  again  sujiplied  the  jndjjit  until  Jul\, 
1876.  In  March,  1877,  Re\'.  Edward  Harwood  bee. une 
the  settled  i»astor  of  this  soi  iety. 

d'he  (duin  h budding  is  ot  wi;m.1.  .diout  36  by  5c  feet. 
The  parsonage  is  of  brick,  ami  was  built  and  used  for  an 
acaelemy  untd  this  societv  pun  based  it,  in  1870,  for  a 
jtarsonage.  d'iie  chimdi  |)roj)eri\  is  \-aIued  at  ,$3,000. 
The  number  of  meml.iers  at  [iresent  is  fifty. 

The  Sunday-school  connected  with  this  church  num- 
bers seventy  scholars,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
fifty.  George  Kayner  is  superintendent. 

TRINMTV  CHURCH,  MIDDl  EROR'l . 

The  services  of  the  Protestant  Episcojial  church  were 
first  introduced  into  the  village  of  Middleport  in  1804, 
by  Rev.  W.  A.  Matson,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  J.  Abercrombie. 
D.D.,bothof  Eockport,  and  Rev.  R.  D.  Stearns,  of  Mctli- 
na,  who  officiated  in  rotation  on  Sunday  er  enings  during 
the  summer  and  autumn  of  that  year.  These  occasional 
services  developed  so  much  interest  that  a few  of  the 
leading  citizens  determined  if  possible  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  a resident  minister.  Accordingly,  Messrs.  A.  2;. 
Delano,  and  W.  H.  Comes  engaged  Rev.  G.  VC  South- 
w'ell,  the  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Albion,  to  locate  in 
Middleport,  which  meeting  with  the  approval  of  Bishop 
DeLancy,  he  commenced  permanent  labor  on  January 
rst,  1865.  At  that  time  Mrs.  W.  H Comes  and  Mrs. 
George  Sage  were  the  only  communicants  of  the  church 
in  the  village.  The  first  baptism  was  that  of  Mrs.  A,  S. 
Delano,  who  was  baptized  by  Rev.  J.  Abercrombie 
December  4th,  1864.  The  first  confirmation  was  held  by 
Right  Reverend  A.  C.  Coxe,  D.D.,  then  assistant  bisho[i 
of  this  diocese,  on  January  20th,  t865,  when  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Delano,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Delano,  and  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Eane 
were  confirmed,  and  soon  after  became  communicant.^. 

Thirteen  others  were  added  to  the  communijn  during 
the  vear,  so  "hat  on  the  first  of  January,  1866,  the  num- 
ber of  communicants  was  eighteen.  On  August  ist,  1866. 
the  parish  was  organized  b)'  the  name  of  ‘‘Trinity 
Church,”  when  Messrs.  S.  Delano  and  C.  R.  BlaksE-e 
were  elected  church  wardens,  and  Messrs.  JaiiKs  l.ob- 
bett,  E Comes,  A.  F.  Pierce,  J.  Biddick,  H.  I'leivv.  . 
S.  I'enn,  E.  11.  \\ooil worth,  and  E.  B.  Dehmo  ware 
elected  vestrymen.  At  that  time  twenty-two  i-oiiun  :. 
cants  and  about  thirty  families  w-ere  connected  witii  ;!  . 
parish. 

For  four  years.  ser\  ii  es  were  held  in  the  Pre'l  : 
church,  new-  ''wned  and  u-el  by  the  R<.mm  (' 

E.itcr.  in  i8(H.  the  i’resl.o  ten.m  s,c.  |-, 
their  services,  and  re-oceup>  iiieir  > 'miei;  1 : 

tated  the  building  of  a churi  h.  Pirn--  and  'pcim.  u,  ■ - 
were  procuredi  of  Mr.  H.  Duddes’.  ot  Ne’w  \o'k.  ..m!  , 
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< omcr-stonc  was  laid  by  Bishop  Co.xe  on  May  31st,  1869, 
i on  a beautiful  lot,  the  ^ift  of  Mrs.  A.  S.  Delano.  The 
, ( huivh  i->  of  brick,  with  stone  trimmings.  Gothic,  with 
* nave,  porch,  chancel,  tower,  and  a basement  cha])el,  and 
> will  .sea,  about  250.  Jl  was  com[)leted  in  1873,  at  a 
i cost  of  39i6oo. 

j The  Rev.  G.  Southwell  was  compelled  by  ill  health 
’ to  resign  in  March,  1873,  and  was  immediately  succeeded 
by  Rev.  J.  H.  Dennis,  wHio  resigned  in  September,  1874. 
Re\  . .\.  Wood  succeeded  in  February,  1875,  and  remain- 
ed about  two  \ ears,  when  Rev.  Mr.  Southwell  ag.ain  be- 
came rector,  in  conneclmn  with  his  Ia.bors  for  Christ 
Church,  l,o(  kjn)it,  and  Is  now  in  charge.  About  forty 
tamilies  ami  eighty  communicants  are  now  connected 
with  the  church.  'I’he  present  vestry  is  composed  of 
j Messrs.  A.  S.  Delano  and  O.  E.  Seaman,  church- 
I wardens,  and  M.  J.  Stermt,  A.  I).  Filer,  G.  Cheshire,  R. 
Pearce,  and  G.  W.  Eddy,  vestrymen. 

The  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  January,  1865, 
and  had,  during  that  year,  eight  teachers  and  sixty  pupils. 
The  attendance  has  not  varied  greatly  since.  The  super- 
intendent at  present  is  W.  J.  Sterritt.  The  teachers  num- 
ber eight  ; pupils,  55  ; volumes  in  library,  150. 

1 ST.  M.A.KV’3  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

This  society  wAs  organized  in  1858,  with  about  fifty 
members,  and  in  that  year  they  built  a frame  church, 
thirty  by  forty  feet,  located  at  Gasjiort,  and  costing  about 
$800,  Michael  Brady  donating  the  land  upon  which  the 
building  stands.  Since  then  the  improvements  on  the 
church  proiierty  have  cost  about  $500.  The  present 
membership  is  about  fifty.  The  pastors  have  been  : 
Fathers  O’Conner,  Yahey,  Shehan,  Mulholland,  Dwyer, 
Mulloy,  O’Mara,  Brougham,  O’Leary  and  O’Riley,  the 
present  pastor.  A catechetical  school  is  held  every  Sun- 
day for  the  children. 

EVANGELICAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  ROVALTON. 

This  society  was  organized  in  1858,  at  Gasport,  with 
about  thirty  members.  The  discipline  and  doctrines  of  this 
association  . re  similar  to  those  of  the  Methodist  Epsico- 
pal  Church.  For  nearly  thirty  years  the  society  held  its 
meetings  in  the  old  school-house  at  Gasport.  In  187S  it 
built  a laew  church  of  wood,  twenty-six  by  thirty-eight 
feet,  costing  ^1,000. 

At  present  the  membership  numbers  about  thirty.  The 
trustees  of  tlie  society  are,  Louis  Pandel,  Gilbert  Otto 
and  Henry  Stouth,  sen.  The  .Sabbath-school  numbers 
about  thirty  ]nii>ils,  with  Louis  Pandel  as  superintendent. 

The  following  are  among  the  pastors  who  have  served 
this  church  : Re\s.  D.  Fisher.  Theobald  Schneider,  ]. 

Granzibeck.  F.  Lohni'.er,  A.  Kline,  Plitzinger,  and 

Jacob  Eberling,  the  liresent  pastor. 

There  is  also  a German  Lutheran  church  at  Wolcotts- 
V ille,  tor  the  history  of  u liich  we  could  obt.iin  no  material. 

SOLDIER.S  Ok  THE  UNION. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  men  from  Royalton  are 
enrolled  in  the  town  recortls  as  having  served  in  the  army 


during  the  civil  war.  They  are  named  and  credited  to 
the  town  on  the  rolls  printed  in  the  county  historv  in  con- 
nection with  the  organization  to  which  they  belonged. 

j BIOGRAPHIC.VL  SKETCHES  OF  PROMINENT 

I RESIDENTS. 

I 

I Timothy  Bray,  one  of  the  princi[)al  grocers  of  Middle- 
1 port,  was  born  in  Tip[>erary  county,  Ireland,  November 

j 30th,  1837.  He  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Niagara 

j county  in  1858,  and  in  1871  removed  10  Middle-port, 

I where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  which  still 

occupies  his  time  and  attention. 

Thomas  H.  Cheshire,  a farmer  by  occujiatioa.  w as  born 
in  Rochester  December  23d,  1S37.  In  August,  1S62,  ho 
enlisted  in  Compan\' G.,  151st  N.  Y.  infantry.  He  was 
' regimental  and  brigade  bugler,  and  wa.s  in  the  battles  of 

! Locust  Grove,  Va.,  and  the  Wilderness,  \’a.,  and  dis- 

I charged  in  July,  1S65,  when  he  located  in  Middleporc. 

S.  H.  Clark  is  the  publisher  of  the  M iddlcport  Mail,  a 
weekly  paper.  Post-office,  Middleport. 

Avery  S.  Delano,  a native  of  Orleans  county,  was 

born  August  20th,  1820.  Mr.  Delano  has  resided  in 

the  village  of  Middleport  since  1850,  when  he  came  licre 

! from  Eagle  Harbor,  N.  Y.  He  was  formerly  very  exten- 
! . ° ...  . ' ' 

sively,engaged  in  the  milling  business,  but  at  present  is 

: manufacturing  barrel  heading  and  lumber.  At  the  spring 

election  of  1S7S  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  to 
fill  a vacancy,  also  for  the  long  term. 

' John  Duff,  M.D.,  is  a native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  at  Johnson’s  Creek,  August  29th,  1S43.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  rebellion,  he  enlisted  in  the 
; Sth  artillery,  where,  at  Cold  Harbor,  Ya.,  he  won  for 
himself  the  lasting  regard  of  his  comrades  for  his  l,)ravery. 
which  was  recognized  by  them  in  the  presentation  to  him 
of  a gold  medal,  costing  $ioo,  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tion beautifully  engraved  upon  the  obverse  side  : " A 
tribute  of  the  century  to  John  Duff,  for  a rare  act  of  he- 
roic devotion,  in  rescuing  the  body  of  Colonel  Peter 
Porter,  Sth  N.  Y.  artillery,  from  under  the  guns  of  the 
enemy.  Cold  Harbor,  Va..  June  3d,  1S64.  ’ On  the  re- 
verse is  a scpiad  of  soldiers  in  the  act  of  carrying  a 
wounded  or  dying  comrade  from  tlie  field  of  battle. 
Arouna  the  edge,  or  rim,  are  the  words.  “ \'alor  and  affec- 
tion triumphant  in  life  and  death."  In  February,  1870, 
lAr.  D.  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Medical  College,  and 
commenced  practice  at  once.  He  came  to  Royalton 
Center  in  May.  1S74,  where  he  has  acipiired  a large 
practice. 

Henry  Dysinger,  a native  of  Perry  count).  Pa.,  was 
born  in  1S21.  He  came  to  Ro\alton  in  1849,  and  located 
on  the  farm  he  now  owns.  He  has  >er\ ed  his  town  is 
assessor  for  one  year,  and  is  now  commissioner  of  h;_ii- 
ways.  Post-ofiu  e,  Lock[)ort,  N.  Y. 

lohn  ]-',nu;st  w .is  b-un  in  IV  rrv  countv , P.l.  in  iScc, 
and  came  to  Lockpoi;  w itii  his  father  in  1830.  11;  ..wi'.' 

one  hundred  and  ninet\-one  acres  ot  land,  .uui  ha.s  been 
j assessor  two  years.  Post-office,  l.ockport,  N.  Y. 

! William  Ewing,  wb.o  was  born  in  the  saute  Near  witli 
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the  election  of  the  first  set  of  officers  of  this  town 
'*|Sj8 — has  now  but  two  seniors  who  were  born  here,  \ i/., 
f Sl.K'on  and  E.  S.  Williams.  Mr.  Ewing’s  father  was 
burn  in  Rhode  Island  in  1785,  and  came  with  his  family 
to  Royalton  in  5S15,  and  located  on  l<jt  No.  4,  two  and  a 
half  miles  southwest  of  what  is  now  Middle[)ort.  Mr. 
Ewing  lives  at  Freeman’s  Corners,  half  a mile  south  of^ 
Middleport.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  on  whicli  he  now 
resides.  Post-office,  Midilleport. 

Dr.  Peter  Facing  was  born  March  12th,  1833,  at  Clif- 
ton I’ark,  Saratoga  county,  N.  V.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember Sth,  1864,  to  Miss  Emily  Rolhnson,  of  Lockport, 

N.  Y.  He  located  at  Gasport  .A.pril  ist,  1839,  coming 
from  Saratoga  county.  .He  is  a [ihysician  and  surgeon,  and 
has  also  been  engaged  in  milling  and  farming,  mostly 
stock  raising,  for  over  twent\' years.  His  only  child,  Em- 
ma D.  Ealing,  was  born  June  5th,  1S66.  Dr.  Ealing 
graduated  at  Albany  Medical  College  December  26th, 
1855.  He  received  his  preliminary  education  at  the 
Holley  Academy,  and  at  the  Lockport  Union  School. 

Linus  S.  Ereemau  was  born  in  this  town  on  the  27th  j 
of  September,  1839.  is  engaged  in  a general  mercan- 

tile and  insur-ance  business.  He  is  fully  identified  with 
the  temperance  work  in  this  county;  is  one  of  those  wide- 
awake Sunday-school  men  seldom  met  with,  and  is  super- 
intendent of  the  U niversalist  Sunday-school  at  Middleport, 
where  he  lives. 

J.  C.  Good’s  post-office  is  Royalton.  His  father,  George  j 
Good,  was  bom  in  Lehigh  countv,  Pa.,  in  iSoo.  In  1819 
he  traveled  on  foot  from  Lehigh  to  Niagara,  through  the 
woods,  where  he  established  the  first  tailor  shop  in  Niag- 
ara county.  He  came  to  Royalton  in  1847,  and  died 
Eebrua'-y  ist,  1875. 

Milan  A.  Gregory  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lockport  in 
1842.  He  enlisted  June  7 th,  1862,  in  Company  D.,  129th 
N.  Y.  infantrv',  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Spottsyl- 
vania,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Weldon  Railroad.  Ele  was 
wounded  twice,  and  discharged  in  June,  1865.  Soon 
after  the  war  he  located  in  Royalton,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  farming.  Post-office,  Reynale's  Basin. 

Ered  Hagardon,  jr.,  enlisted  in  Company  B.,  8lh  Heavy 
Artillery,  in  August,  1862.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  North 
Anna,  Cola  Harbor  and  Petersburg,  where  he  was  wound- 
ed, and  discharged  in  August,  1865.  His  post-office  is 
Royalton. 

George  B.  Holdridge  resides  in  Royalton,  and  his  post- 
office  is  .Middleport. 

Gilbert  J.  Mine,  a native  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  was 
born  Man  h 13th,  1813.  Early  in  life  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  is  still  its  earnest  advoc.tte  in 
ail  its  forint.  He  was  a radical  abolitionist,  w hieh  finally 
cost  him  dearly,  financially,  as  he  was  for  many  years  an 
extensive  manufacturer  of  carriage  spring-,  and  Iiad  a 
large  trade  in  the  .Southern  States,  wh.ich  was  cut  off  as 
soo  i .!>  In.-  |;o!itn  .'.1  v:et',  < were  wa.!!  known,.  He  ’.va-,  for 
many  \ear->a  lUendier  of  the  city  go .ernr'.  n.r  of  New 
Haven.  He  came  to  .Middleport  in  1871,  and  i>urcnased 
an  interest  in  th.e  boat  yard  and  dry  dock  i^.f  Mr.  Dunton, 
and  is  now  >ole  proprietor.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 


\ 

members  of  the  .M.  E.  church,  and  superintendent  ut  id 
Sunday-school. 

Leander ']'.  Huntley  came  to  Rtjyalton  in  18.^5.  fomi 
New  London  county,  Conn.,  where  he  wa.s  horn  in  1.^19. 
In  1848  he  p.urchased  too  acres  of  land.  He  m.irried  m 
1853.  He  has  taught  school  for  fourteen  \car-,  and  iia- 
been  school  ( ommissioner  five  years;  was  elected  justiia.-  of 
the  peace  in  i-S6i,and  held  the  office  of  jii-.tice  of  .-e--ior.- 
one  term.  Po.-t-office  address,  Royalton. 

Thomas  \V.  Jackson  was  born  at  Heiider-on\ llle,  r.e  a 
Nashville,  Tenn.  He  came  to  Middleport  in  i ''73.  .m,,! 
is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Jackson  L(id\,  win, 
are  large  lumber  dealers,  also  selling  paints,  oil-  .iml 
building  material. 

Shedrick  J.  Jackson  was  born  January  15th,  1S42,  it 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Jac  kson  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany H,  i4otli  regiment  New  York  volunteer  inf.in'.rv. 
and  served  three  years  during  the  late  war.  He  came 
from  Lockport  January  20th,  1870,  to  Middleport.  wlicre 
he  pursues  the  occupation  of  a barber. 

Silas  Knapp  came  to  Royalton  from  We>t<  he-ter 
county,  N.  Y.,  May  5th,  1838,  and  is  by  occu'pation  a farm- 
er. He  was  born  at  Phillipstown,  Putnam  coun'v.  N. 
Y.  August  4th,  1822.  Post-office  address,  .M iddEgiort. 

Dr.  Eranklin  L.  Knapp  was  born  in  Genesee  countv. 
N.  Y.,  in  1817.  His  father  was  a' pioneer  Univer-ali-t 
minister.  The  son’s  common  school  education  wa-  ob- 
tained in  Monroe  county,  .\fteiwvard  his  facher’-  f.  inily 
moved  into  Niagara  county,  where  he  received  his  acaciein- 
ic  education,  and  in  1844  and  1845  attended  the  medi- 
cal college  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.  While  there  attending  lec- 
tures he  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Williams,  w ho  ad- 
vocated a new  philosophy  in  the  thera[ieutic  action  of 
remedies,  holding  that  God  had  created  special  laws  gov- 
erning all  particles  of  matter,  and  there  were  no  exceptions 
in  disease.  Eifteen  years  after  the  first  introduction  >pf 
the  new  mode  of  aiqdving  remedial  agent-  in  disea- • in 
this  country,  by  Dr.  Gram  in  New  York  city.  Dr.  Kmqip 
received  his  diploma  and  is  now  in  practice  at  Ga-port. 
N.  Y. 

Charles  W.  Laskey  is  a rising  young  lawverof  Midd.le- 
port,  where  he  located  ( )ctober  ist,  1 .*^74.  coining  fr. un 
.\lbion.  He  was  born  July  28th,  1852,  in  Bane,  » >rh-,;n- 
county,  (hetober  2nd,  1877,  he  married  Sarah  L.Drecr.  ' 
of  Newark,  N.  Y.  He  has  been  fur  two  or  I'.ire'.-  ye.ir- 
clerk  of  the  village  of  Middleport,  and  clerk  and  tax  lui- 
lector  of  the  school  district.  He  receoe'.l  his  ucn-.-r.i! 
and  professional  education  at  .Mbion,  where  he  -tuo.-.e-; 
law  with  Reynolds  K Oandall  in  1871  .iml  is;;,  H, 
was  ailmitterl  to  the  bar  in  i>>74. 

Mrs.  Polly  Lyman,  relict  of  the  Lite  I 
died  in  this  town  .\pri!  19th,  1852.  i-  a dtughti.r  'A  ■ - 
liam  Lwing.  and  w.is  born  in  the  town  ot  W '''.it'.ng. 
county.  \’t.,  in  1814.  whence  -he  cauu-  t'l  K' 
i.Si,')  iier  parent-.  Her  po-t  ottiie  a<idre--  w .'d  . 
port. 

(ames  Mat  key  came  tc;  Knyaiton  in  i ' ;i. 
fatlier.  In  1852  he  purch.i-ed  a t.irin  nne  m • 
the  Cei'ter.  but  nn.'  fixes  on  the  f.irui  piircfi  , isL-t  } 
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Dmin.  He  has  ^ci\c(]  Iih  town  si.\  years  as  assessor. 

! I’ost-oftice,  (Yisport. 

Sidney  M<  KniLiht  was  lorn  in  Derksliire county,  Mas<., 
Inne  ’jtli.  iSiO,  ,ind  ( me  to  Rovalton  in  1S53  and 
]i'!n:h.i-.ed  ihc  t.mn  lie  nov  lives  on,  which  is  one  of  tlie 
settled  fames  in  tl’.en>\vn.  Post-ofhee  .Mid.dIej>ort. 

Mrs.  Saiali  M(.Chesney,MiddIeporr.  is  a dauahterof  Sam- 
uel and  Dorothy  Kitten^er,and  wife  of  Oeorae  McChesney. 

Charles  Voiney  Mesler  is  a jjostmaster,  notary  public, 
and  lumber  dealer,  and  was  born  October  13th,  1836,  in 
barre,  Orleans  county,  a^i  married  to  Hattie  E.  Ward,  of 
Gasport,  X.A'.,  X’overnber  13th,  1S68.  He  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  first  Michigan  infxntry,  April  19th, 1861.  He  was  at 
the  capture  of  Alexandria.  Va.,  when  the  lamented  Ells- 
worth was  murtlered  by  the  notorious  Jackson.  Mr.  Mesler 
served  the  three  months  for  which  he  enlisted,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  Detroit,  .Mich.,  .August  ist,  i86i.  Re- 
turning to  his  nati\e  State,  he  re-enlisted  in  company  B, 
105th  X'.  Y.  volunteers,  C^rtober  13th,  i86i.  He  was  ap- 
pointed orderly  sergeant  of  the  company  at  its  organiza- 
tion and  was  commissioncfl  second  lieutenant  for  meritori- 
ous conduct  at  the  secoad  Bull  Run  battle.  At  Cedar 
Mountain  his  daring  and  bravery  on  the  field  of  battle 
won  for  him  a first  lieutenant’s  commission,  which  he  re- 
ceived Xovember  23rd,  1S63;  and  on  January  ist,  1865,  for 
meritorious  service  he  was  commissioned  as  capitain  of 
his  company.  Taken  prisoner  .August  19th,  1864,  he  was 
for  six  months  and  three  days  a victim  to  the  outrages 
practiced  upon  Union  soldiers  by  the  inhuman  keepers  of 
the  rebel  prison  hells  of  Libby,  Salisbury,  and  Dansville. 
On  leaving  prison,  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Parole,  .Annapo- 
lis, Md.,  where  he  received  the  first  prize  for  re-enlisting 
veterans  for  the  war.  Captain  Alesler  was  in  nearly  all 
the  engagements  of  the  .-Vrmy  of  the  Potomac,  and  was 
four  times  severely  wounded.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
service  with  his  regiment  at  .Albany,  X’.  Y.,  July  28th, 
1865.  Post-office  addres.s,  Gasport,  X.  Y. 

William  B.  M'lnsee,  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  X”.  Y., 
in  1S06.  He  went  to  Orleans  county  in  1822  with  his 
father.  He  married  in  1832,  and  in  1835  located  on  lot 
Xo.  6,  in  Royalton.  He  moved  to  Middleport  in  1S77, 
where  he  still  resides. 

Peter*  P.  Murj'hy,  M.D.,  was  born  in  the  city  of  .Al- 
bany in  1801.  He  graduated  as  a physician  at  Fairfield, 
X'.  Y.,  in  1825.  He  represented  Herkimer  county  in  the 
.Assembly  in  the  winter  of  1835,  and  in  the  spring  came 
to  Royalton  and  located  where  he  now  resides.  In 
i860  and  tS6i  he  represented  this  disfict  in  the  .State  Sen- 
ate. Dr.M.is  a prominent  free  mason,  in  the  degree  of  Kt 
of  M.  He  was  C.  S.  examining  surgeon  during  the  war 
for  this  provost  district.  He  is  first  in  all  the  enterprises 
in  his  town,  and  especially  the  educational  interests.  He 
has  practiced,  f(.>r  fiftv  years,  and  is  still  advised  with  in 
critical  cases.  lU-  po-t-office  is  P,.i>\';’.!tor.. 

Bruce  '’d.  ' d'v  er  lu(  ..t:..i  ;n  the  \ i.i.'Ue  uf  .M idillepiyri 
in  the  spring  ct  i.sug.  He  was  born  in  Pema.eton,  X.  V., 
bn  the  8th  of  February,  183c.  He  has  served  several 
terms  as  trustee  of  the  \iliage.  and  is  foreman  of  the  dry 
dock  aiul  boat  \.ird  .it  .M iddlep- -ri. 


j Robert  J.  Pearson,  a native  of  Iturhain,  Englaml, 

I came  to  I.ockport  in  1831,  witii  h.is  father,  and  built  o;i  .1 
part  of  the  (jM  iioniesievul  where  he  now  resides  and  to!- 
lows  his  business  f)f  farming.  He  was  su[)ervisor  of  lii^ 
town  for  three  )ears,  and  three  years  assessor  of  Royai- 
ton.  Robert  J.  Pearson  is  a son  of  the  late  Georgi- 
Pearson,  who  was  a nati\e  of  England,  and  who  came 
to  this  county  in  (October,  1831,  .Mr.  Pearson,  sen.,  bmiglu 
a farm  there  and  lived  in  the  town  until  his  death  in 
1855.  Robert  J.  Pearson  is  a well  known  citizen  of  the 
town. 

' W.  W.  Ross  is  a son  of  Satnuel  Z.  Ross,  who  came  to 
Royalton  about  the  year  1S23,  having  graduated  at  Fair- 
field  Medical  College,  and  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  an  early  date.  He  was  born  in  Newport, 
Herkimer  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1802,  and  died  in  Royalton 
in  1847.  He  was  supervisor  of  the  town  three  terms. 
The  post-office  address  of  W.  W,  Ross  is  Royalton 
Center. 

j John  P.Sawycr,a  life-long  resident  of  this  town, was  born 
' on  the  i6th  day  of  December,  1821.  He  is  a farmer  by 
I occupation.  He  has  been  town  superintendent  of  common 
schools  three  years.  His  post-otfice  is  Gasport. 

Charles  H.  Schad  was  born  in  this  town  on  the  23rd 
! day  of  .August,  1842.  He  enlisted  October  8th,  1861,  in 
Company  M,  ist  artillery.  Having  lost  his  right  leg  at  the 
ill-fated  battle  of  Chancellors'.  ille,  in  the  latter  part  of 
1863,  he  was  honorably  discharged  .April  13th,  1864. 
’ Returning  home,  he  located  in  U'olcottsville,  in  the  sout’n 
part  of  the  towm,  in  1864,  and  opened  a general  dry  good;, 
I and  grocery  store,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness, and  farming.  He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for 
; four  years,  and  for  the  last  eight  years  postmaster  at 
Wolcottsville. 

Joseph  Sheldon,  son  of  Fdijah  and  Clarisa,  was  born  in 
this  town  in  1818.  Mr.  Sheldon  has  served  as  inspector 
of  coraiTion  schools,  overseer  of  poor,  commissioner  of 
highways  and  assessor,  each  for  one  term.  Post-office 
address,  Royalton. 

H.  D.  Spalding  was  born  June  13th,  1832,  in  the  town 
of  Hartland,  and  located  in  Middleport  .\pril  ist,  1851 
He  is  a fairner  and  salesman.  He  is  now  postma.^ter  at 
Middlenort. 

Linus  Spalding  is  an  old  resident  of  the  town,  and  a 
merchant  in  the  village  of  Middleport. 

Charles  B.  Strain  is  by  trade  a ship  carpenter  and 
caulker,  but  at  present  is  engaged  in  agricultural  j'ur.-,uit>. 
He  was  born  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1851.  at  l.ia  k- 
port,  X.  Y.  He  located  in  .Middleport  which  i.-,  hi>  p<'^t- 
office  address  in  October,  1S62;  has  been  collector  of  tii- 
village. 

Human  Swift  was  born  in  Junius,  Seneca  county,  .X.  \ .. 
.April  5th,  1813.  In  1819  he  came  with  his  par,.!i:  •. 
Severus  and  Rebecca,  t>>  R'oalton,  and  settled  on  u,  • 
old  Ir.  ;;.,n  tr  b : 'f  • in.ic  n-<rth  cf  uh.a  . 

M’ob  vtts'.  file,  "n  the  i 'rm  mov  uuned  by  I. 

.\Ir.  S.  has  seen  and  experienced  the  roiuli  suh  of  jfio!-! 
life.  Batavia  w.as  th.e  nearest  trading  [lomt.  while  Rm  h .^- 
u rville  and  S, '.! — cr  u . r-  the  ne.'rvs:  m'ilir_  pt 
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Mr.  S.  has  lived  to  a good  old  age,  and  is  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  labors  at  Middleport. 

Spellman  Umferwood,  who  is  eighty-one  years  of  age, 
located  in  Roy:diion  in  1819,  and  when  young  made  milk 
pans  from  the  tranks  of  birch  trees,  dug  out  for  troughs, 
and  about  the  same  time  pulverized  corn  in  an  iron  kettle 
with  an  iron  wedge,  and  lived  on  that  for  three  weeks. 

He  used  to  go  to.  Niagara  Falls,  a distai1?.e  of  twenty-five  i 
niile.s,  with  an  oi  team  to  get  a grist  ground.  He  never 
took  medicine  of  any  kind  until  1877,  and  now  enjoys 
good  health,  and  has  cleared  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

He  was  born  in  Berkshire  county.  Mass.,  May  12th,  1797. 
Post-office,  Royziton  Center. 

John  Weyand,  a native  of  Union  county.  Pa.,  was  born 
in  1831,  and  caiae  with  his  parents  to  Royalton  in  1835, 
making  the  journey  of  330  miles  in  covered  wagons.  Mr. 
Weyand  located  about  two  miles  east  of  Royalton  Center, 
on  the  Lewiston  road.  He  is  a carpenter  and  joiner.  In 
1877  he  purchased  the  farm  where  he  resides.  Post- 
office  address,  Middleport. 

Oliver  L.  Wilcox  was  born  June  26th,  1809,  in  Glen, 
Montgom.ery  county,  N.  Y.,  and  married  October  2d, 
1833,  to  . Miss  Adeline  .Shuler,  of  Florida,  same  county, 
who  was  born  in  that  town  August  13th,  1811.  Mr.  Wil- 
cox located  at  Gasport,  X.  Y.,  in  July,  1843,  2^^*^  's  a 
farmer  and  fruit-grower,  and  has  been  commissioner  of 
highways  for  the  town  one  term.  He  is  the  father  of 
eleven  children,  only  one  of  whom,  George  A.  AVilcox, 
who  was  born  in  Glen,  X'.  Y.,  July  23d,  1839,  is  living. 


Sylvanus  S.  Wilcox,  one  of  his  sons,  was  a captain  in  the 
8th  X'.  Y.  cavalry  in  the  late  war,  and  w is  killerl  at  Mine- 
Run,  Va.,  on  the  27th  of  X'ovember,  1863.  ,\I  r.  \\  ih  w\'s 

father  was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  the  Revoluii  >n.  l''<  -i- 

office,  Gasport. 

Rrastus  L.  Williams  was  born  SejUeinber  lO'.li,  i.Siy.  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Royalton.  He  i^oi'.e  "f  tiie<nd- 
i est  natives  of  the  town.  The  only  one  older  is  lo-ej  h. 
Slaton,  burn  in  1811.  Mr.  Williams’s  jmesent  re-,;'!- ■ 
and  post-office  address  is  Middleport.  He  i>  a f.'rnu  r i 
occupation,  and  has  lived  to  see  the  Wiili.un-)  fain,!-, 
grown  up  and  settled  upon  farms  around  him, 

Gotlob  D.  Witterman  is  the  son  of  George  Jo-,  ; h, 
Witterman,  a Lutheran  minister  from  Wirternberg.  Ger- 
many. He  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  X.  Y.  on 
the  2nd  day  of  May,  1803.  In  1833  located  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  In  1S58  hirn>elf  and  wi'e 
united  with  the  M.  E.  church  at  Royalton  Center.  Po>t- 
office  address,  Royalton. 

To  the  foregoing  list  may  be  added  the  names  of  John 
Pierce,  Middleport;  C.  0.  Chaplin,  Middleport;  W.  P. 
Squires,  Middle[iort;  Samuel  Larkin.  post-ofh.;e,  Mid- 
dleport; T.  A.  Lusk,  whose  post-office  is  Ga.sport;  \V',  H. 
Comes,  Middleport;  O.  M.  Lapp,  post-office,  Gasi-ort; 
C.  W.  Gould,  M.  D.,  of  Gasport,  a member  of  tlic  medicrd 
fraternity  of  the  town,  and  doing  a flourishing  businco-: 
Caroline  W.  Wilson,  post-office,  Royalton  Center;  James 
C.  Smith,  farmer,  post-office,  Wolcottsville;  and  Mrs.  A. 
M.  Judson,  farmer,  Reynale's  Basin. 
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HISTORV  OF  N'lAC.ARA  COUNTY,  NI'AV  YORK. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  SOMERSET. 


the 

i|Y  'C  home  in  the  “ Jerseys,  to  seek 

their  fortune  in  the  wilds  of  western  New 

now  Olcott,  N.  Y.,  that  place  was  made  the 


sprin^^  of  i8io,  Jacob  Fitts  and  family 


York.  Mrs.  F.  having  a relative  at  what  is 


^ objective  point  while  they  trudged  over  the  many 
weary  miles,  pas.sing  along  the  Ridge  road  in  Hart- 
land,  until  they  reached  what  is  now  Wright’s  Corners, 
thence  turning  northerly  to  the  lake,  where  they  found 
their  relative,  a Mr.  Kemp,  who  kindly  received  them. 

In  locating  Mr.  Fitts,  his  friend  Kemp  took  him  over  a 
road  he  had  cut  along  the  lake  shore  for  the  Holland 
Land  Company,  to  a point  opposite  what  is  now  Somerset 
Corners,  about  one  and  a half  mile  distant  from  it.  Here 
Mr.  Fitts  located,  and  was  the  first  settler  in  what  is  now 
Somerset.  The  farm  is  still  in  the  Fitts  family,  being 
owned  by  Jacob’s  son,  Loran  Fitts. 

Archibald  M'hitton,  Philip  I'itts,  Truman  and  David 
Mudgett  and  Zachariah  Patterson  soon  came  in  and 


settled.  These  few  families  made  up  the  population 
until  after  the  war  of  1S12.  During  this  trying  period 
one  of  their  number  was  drafted,  and  served  until  sick- 
ness released  him  from  the  army,  and  death  soon  followed. 

The  trials  incident  to  the  severest  e.xperience  of  pio- 
neer life  v/ere  the  lot  of  this  little  band  of  settlers,  who  had 
at  times  to  eat  raw  pumpkins  for  want  of  something  bet- 
ter, and  sometimes  to  travel  ten  miles  to  a neighboring 
settlement  for  three  j)ccks  of  potatoes,  which  was  done  ' 

by  Mr.  Loran  Fitts,  who  is  still  living.  At  other  times  ! 

there  was  nothing  to  eat  e.xcept  leeks,  which  grew  in  I 

abundance,  which  they  would  gather  and  boil,  and  oc-  | 

casionallv  they  would  catch  a raccoon,  which  was  the  only  j 

meat  they  tasted  for  a long  time.  They  knew  what  it  | 

was  to  live  in  log  huts  covered  with  bark,  with  barns  of  j 

t'.ie  same  material,  and  to  keep  cattle  alive  through  the  J 

winter  by  felling  trees  daily  for  them  to  browse  upon  the 
twigs.  This  last  operation  lielped  to  feed  the  pioneer 
families  as  well  as  the  live  stock,  for  the  deer  came  out  of 
the  MOods  to  share  the  cattle’s  fodder,  and  the  best  of 
them  were  easily  shot.  Mr.  Adam  Pease  can  tell  of  many 
adventures  with  the  more  savage  beasts — bears,  wolves 
wildcats  and  p.intliers. 


tree  that  he  came  to  and  climbed  for  nis  life.  When  he 
had  climbed  some  ten  or  twelve  feet,  he  felt  the  tree  giv- 
ing wa)',  as  it  [>roved  to  be  rotten  at  the  roots.  Down  he 
and  the  tree  came  pell  mell  to  the  ground,  where  the  man 
expected  to  have  a tussle  with  the  bear.  But  what  was 
his  surprise,  when  he  came  to  look  up,.,to  see  the  bear 
running  as  for  dear  life.  He  said  his  hair  stood  up  at 
the  time. 

AFTER  THE  WAR. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  war  upon  the  Ni- 
agara frontier,  others  began  to  come  in  and  settle  near 
those  w'ho  had  previously  taken  up,  or  “articled,”  as  it 
wms  called,  tracts  of  land. 

Among  the  number  who  first  came,  were  James  Mat- 
thews, Samuel  Palmer,  David  Barker,  Adam  Pease,  Sam- 
uel Coleman,  Asa  Coleman,  E'.  C.  and  E.  Meade,  M.  and 
J.  Sherw'ood,  H.  Pratt,  F.  N.  Albright,  Peter  Hess,  and  a 
few’  others.  Their  experience  in  pioneer  life  was  not 
much  different  from  that  of  those  who  had  preceded 
them,  except  that  their  arrival  made  more  neighbors  and 
rendered  their  lonely  existence  more  endurable. 

T’ne  following  extract  from  the  pen  of  one  of  the  early 
settlers  gives  a graphic  description  of  the  good  and  bad 
times  enjoyed  by  the  pioneers  years  before  there  was  any 
Lockport,  New  fane,  or  Somerset  : 

“If  it  is  not  taxing  your  good  nature  too  much  I will 
give  you  a short  history  of  our  troubles  and  trials  in 
subduing  the  wilderness  I have  just  led  you  to,  inter- 
mixed with  some  of  the  pleasures  of  living  in,  and  subdu- 
ing a wilderness.  * * * Humphrey  Sharpsteen.  then 

just  married,  came  in  with  his  wife  and  his  wife's  sisters; 
Isaac  Starbuck  with  his  family;  then  young  Captain  Ezr.-'- 
Meade,  two  sisters,  young  women,  and  some  other  very 
respectable  ladies  who  were  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to 
rough  it  in  the  woods,  for  the  sake  of  being  independent, 
and  several  young  unmarried  men,  as  well  as  myseh, 
helped  to  make  uj)  an  assortment. 

“We  were  all  brothers  and  sisters  and  friends,  and. 
when  we  could  have  a good  yoke  of  oxen  and  a sled., 
with  some  straw  for  a seat,  we  could  all  enjoy  a ride 
well  as  if  in  a coach,  and  we  could  get  more  fun  out  oi  it. 
as  we  had  most  all  seen  the  time  when  we  had  ridden  m 


A nc!ghl.<or  whose  iiogs  were  run.ring  in  the  woods,  as 
was  the  custom  in  those  days,  heard  one  of  them  squeal, 
r.m  out  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and  to  his  surprise, 
found  one  of  tnem  in  the  arms  of  a large  bear,  and  by 
clubbing  the  latter  caused  him  to  drop  tiie  hog.  'I'lien 
the  bear  m.ide  fur  the  owner,  who  lied  to  the  first  small 
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FIRST  EVENTS  IN  SOMERSET. 


} .i!U.  * * * John  Flavington  carried  eighteen  bush- 

ot'  wheat  to  Olcott,  and  gave  it  for  a barrel  of 
^dl.  * * * 

“When  I commenced  clearing,  which  was  just  after 
the  war,  and  the  cold  season  of  i8i6  came  on,  wheat  was 
rt.irtii  twenty  shillings  per  bushel,  and  pork  thirty-five 
tioHars  per  barrel.  When  I raised  some  wheat  to  sell,  it 
was  worth  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel.  I once  had  a 
l.ix  of  twenty  shillings  to  pay,  and  I carried  butter  sixty 
miles  and  sold  it  for  one  shilling  per  pound,  to  pay  that 

I.IX. 

“ Hut  one  thing  we  had  in  plenty  was  pure  whisky;  that 
w.is  cheap,  and  one  bushel  of  corn  would  pay  for  six 
-jii.irts  of  whisky.  The  distance  to  the  ridge,  where  we 
dal  most  of  our  trading,  wa:?  so  great  that  some  persons 
tormed  a comij.tny  and  placed  a jug  of  whisky  in  a hol- 
low tree  about  half  way  there,  and  each  one  took  a drink 
as  they  passed,  and  when  it  was  gone  took  turns  in  filling 
it.  They  called  it  the  ‘tree  tavern.’”  Others  remember 
the  “ tavern  ” as  having  been  a sound  cherry  tree  of  great 
size. 

During  the  period  between  the  first  settlement  by  Mr. 
Fitts,  before  the  war,  and  that  of  the  Meades  and  others 
after  the  war,  the  pioneer  path  was  a rough  and  rugged 
one,  literally  in  a howling  wilderness,  infested  by  bears 
and  wolves,  making  it  necessary  to  institute  a day  and 
night  watch  in  order  to  preserve  the  hogs  and  ' sheep. 
The  bears  were  the  most  destructive  enemies,  not  unfre- 
quently  approaching  the  hog  pens  by  day,  and  selecting 
as  a prize  the  fattest  inmate,  leaving  a sorry  chance  for  a 
well-provided  pork  barrel  in  the  fall. 

THE  FIRST  OF  THEIR  KIND. 

The  first  wedding  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Somerset 
occurred  in  1S17,  when  John  Sherwood  married  Aliss 
Rebecca  Meade. 

Delilah,  daughter  of  Jacob  Fitts  and  wife,  was  born  in 
1811.  This  was  the  first  birth  in  this  town. 

Mr.  Philip  Fitt.s,  who  was  drafted  in  1813,  served  with 
his  regiment  until  taken  sick,  when  he  was  sent  home,  and 
died  in  tSig.  He  was  buried  on  his  farm,  now  owned  by 
V.  D.  Bateman,  north  of  Somerset  Corners.  This  was 
the  first  death  in  the  town,  and  no  other  person  has  been 
buried  near  the  grave  of  Mr.  Fitts. 

The  first  plot  of  ground  laid  out  or  set  apart  for  burial 
purposes  in  th.is  town  is  the  one  a short  distance  east  of 
Somerset  Corners.  The  first  jierson  buried  in  this  ground 
was  a Mr.  .-Vinsbrey. 

About  iSao  James  Matthews  opened  a small  grocery 
store  at  what  is  now  Somer.-et  Corners,  in  the  first  frame 
building  erected  in  the  town. 

Josiah  S.  Bailey  opened  and  kept  the  first  tavern  in 
the  town  in  1S17,  at  Bailey’s  Corners.  .-Vccommodations 
were  ver>  limited,  and  the  old  familiar  jug  was  ti[)ped  at 
tlie  modest  ivciue<t  of  his  tii;r>ty  customers.  'I'his  ancient 
hostelry  was  located  one  and  a half  miles  east  of  the 
Corners. 

Two  and  a half  miles  west  of  Somerset  Corners  Mr. 
I.oncs  Sti  t ens  t ummencei.1  bhu  ksiuitliing,  n liii  h he  c.tr- 


ried  on  successfully  for  several  years  from  iSj:;.  Tlierc 
are  at  present  seven  blacksmith  shops  in  the  town,  and 
all  doing  a prosperous  business. 

.Archibald  McDaniels  built  and  operated  the  fir-.t  grist- 
mill in  the  town,  in  1825.  It  was  located  on  Fir^h  1 re-.-k. 
on  the  lower  Lake  road,  two  mih;s  northeast  of  the  Cor- 
ners. The  mill  was  afterward  burned. 

The  “Novelty  Steam  Cri>,t-.Mill  ’’  was  built  .it  <.,■■■.■  •. 
set  Corners  in  1845,  by  Stephen  Beckham,  d’he  pe  >; 
having  long  been  without  a grist-mill,  felt  the  net  O'Uv  01 
one,  and  thinking  they  saw  their  op[>ortunitv,  subscribed 
$2,500  towards  this  one,  Mr.  Beckham  paying  the  bal- 
ance, which  was  about  as  much  more,  and  one  of  die 
best  custom  mills,  with  all  the  modern  ap[)Iiances,  was 
put  in  operation.  It  did  a very  satisfactory  and  succe-.s- 
ful  business  for  about  fifteen  years,  when  it  changed 
hands,  and  the  new  proprietor  carried  on  an  extendi',  e 
flouring  business  for  some  time,  which  residteii  di'i<- 
trously,  and  the  town  is  again  without  a gri>t-mill.  The 
“ Novelty”  is  now  in  other  hands,  and  is  turned  into  .i 
cider-mill,  and  is  doing  a large  business. 

In  1825  Guy  Griswold  built  and  0[)eratcd  a smai: 
tannery  a short  distance  west  of  the  Corners,  which  after 
a few  years  was  abandoned,  and  the  buildings  went  to  de- 
cay. 

The  first  saw-mill  in  this  town  was  built  by  John  Ran- 
dolph in  1822,  three-quarters  of  a mile  north  of  the  Cor- 
ners, and  after  several  years  went  to  decay.  Tliere  are 
at  present  two  steam  saw-mills  in  the  town,  one  at  Som- 
erset Corners,  and  the  other  at  South  Somerset.  'Fhe>e 
mills  also  manufacture  staves  and  heading,  for  flour  and 
fruit  barrels. 

The  first  bridge  was  built  in  1822  across  Fish  creek, 
three-quarters  of  a mile  north  of  the  Corners,  near  Ran- 
dolph’s saw-mill. 

The  first  log  house  was  built  by  Jacob  Fitts,  the  first 
settler,  in  June,  iSio,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son 
Loran  Fitts,  about  one  and  a half  miles  nortii  of  the 
Corners  on  the  lake  shore. 

Silas  Meade  was  the  builder  of  the  first  frame  barn  in 
Somerset,  which  was  put  up  in  1819,  about  one  and  a half 
miles  northwest  of  the  village. 

In  the  fall  of  iSio  Jacob  Fitts  sowed  three  bushels  of 
wheat  on  a patch  of  ground  he  had  cleared  iluriug  :iie 
summer,  which  was  the  first  ground  cleared  and  wheat 
sown  in  this  town. 

The  Bajitist  church,  located  on  the  east  s:die  oi  th.e  \ 
lage  of  Somerset  Corners,  the  first  brick  building  in  il..- 
town,  was  built  in  1S33. 

At  present  there  are  ipiite  a number  of  brick  ! a;'. 

I Brobablv  the  Friends'  meeting-house  was  the  -■■■i  ■ a.d. 

I that  w.is  built  in  1836. 

I The  first  road  marked  out  was  probably  the  one  < ',  r 
! wliich  Tacob  Fitts  tr.ueled,  from  (''haur. 

I shore,  to  th,;  phu'e  wh.c'e  lie  'tiled.  1 . A 
I Com[)an\'  paid  .Mr.  Kem[j  tor  m.i(N.ing  thi;>  i\'..o,  .'.c  ■■ 

I it  was  rather  a rough  one  for  this  country.  I'he  iir  t 

! marked  out  and  used  to  anv  extent  is  the  otv- 
! east  and  we>l  thrtui.h  the  vilkigi.  of  S-  ■ 1 e'  t 
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road  of  \vhi(  h the  town  records  i,nve  us  any  knowledge  is 
that  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  "survey  of  townsIv.[> 
hue  road,  heginniug  at  the  l.ake  road  and  running  north 
on  the  township  line,  between  the  5th  and  6th  ranges  of 
township  No.  16  to  the  lake,  one  mile  and  twenty-hve 
rods,  to  a large  beedi;  tree  that  stands  on  the  beach  of  the 
lake,  with  a bla/.e  on  both  sides,  and  three  hacks  therein. 
This  road  was  laid  out  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1824.” 

A Mr.  Henson  was  the  first  man  in  this  town  who  made 
a business  of  working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  was  | 
the  only  man  who  had  tools  enough  to  finish  a job  when  j 
he  undertook  it.  Although  his  tools  were  of  the  old 
‘■pod  auger”  style,  he  was  considered  a good  workman. 

He  built  the  first  frame  barn  in  the  town  for  Mr.  Silas 
Meade  in  1819. 

Before  improved  machinery  for  making  all  kinds  of 
cloths  was  introduced  into  this  country,  weaving  was 
done  by  hand,  and  to  a certain  extent  by  the  members 
of  almost  every  family  ; yet  in  many  instances  the  want 
of  a loom,  or  in  some  cases  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  its 
use,  demanded  a substitute.  Thus  the  families  of  Adam 
Pease  and  Daniel  Panders  became  the  principal  weavers, 
and  to  a large  extent  used  this  trade  as  a means  of  earn- 
ing a livelihood. 

The  first  resident  physician  was  Dr.  Brown,  who  settled 
at  the  Corners  in  1826.  Since  then  physicians  have  come 
and  gone,  and  at  present  there  are  two  in  the  town,  Drs. 
Hotaling  and  Bigford. 

In  1S17  the  first  school  was  organized  in  a smalt  log 
school-house,  that  stood  one  and  a half  miles  west  of  the 
Corners.  The  first  teacher  was  IMasten  Sherwood.  The 
surviving  pupils  are;  Loran  Fitts,  Silas  Meade  and  Huldah 
Meade,  now  Huldah  Bush,  wife  of  German  Bush.  On 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1823,  there  were  six  school  i 

districts  in  the  town,  a description  of  which  is  upon  the 
records  in  the  town  clerk’s  office.  In  1826  the  whole 
number  of  scholars  taught  in  this  town  was  165;  there 
were  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  144.  In  1877 
there  were  fifteen  school  districts. 

THE  POLITICAL  RECORD. 

Somerset  wa.s  formed  from  Hartland,  February  8th, 
1823,  and  in  1S24  a part  of  Newfane  was  taken  off.  On  , 

the  ist  day  of  April,  1823,  was  held  the  first  town  meet-  ' 

ing  at  the  house  of  Silas  Meade,  and  the  following  officers  • 

were  elected:  Su[)ervisor,  James  Wisner;  town  clerk,  j 

Samuel  Palmer;  assessors,  Nathaniel  Pond,  jr.,  Ezra  ' 

Meade,  James  Hc-.s:  collector,  John  Sherwood;  overseers 
of  the  poor,  Samuel  Coleman,  James  Ste\ens;  commis- 
sioners of  highways.  James  Hess,  Samuel  Coleman, 
Joseph  S.  H.i.le}';  commissioners  of  common  schools, 
D.ivid  Barker,  Heman  Pratt,  Jacob  Albright;  inspectors  i 
of  common  schools.  Peter  Her^s,  William  Mosher,  Josiah  ^ 
iiullen;  constables.  John  Sh.erwood,  William  Palmer. 

.it  this  first  tuwr'  m ;eting  it  was  ordered  that  a lax  of 
.S15C  'oe  raised  l.jr  roads  and  bridges,  and  that  the  town 
be  'livided  into  th.xe  equal  districts,  viz.;  eastern,  mid- 
dle and  western.  ' 

"A  true  c.invass  and  estim.Ue  of  the  votes  taken  at  ;m 


election  in  the  town  of  Somerset,”  in  November,  1823. 
gives  the  following  results  : For  senator.  James  McCall 
received  39  votes;  John  Bowman,  39;  Robert  .McCay, 
2i;  James  Norton,  21;  for  member  of  Assembly,  Daniel 
Washburn  received  35  votes,  and  Benjamin  Barlow,  25. 

The  complete  list  of  supervisors  is  as  follows  : 

In  1823,  James  Wisner;  1824-26,  Samuel  Palmer;  1S27, 
1828,  John  Sherwootl;  1829-33,  Roswell  Downer;  1834, 
David  Barker;  r855,  Jolin  .McNitt;  1836,  John  Sherwood; 
1837,  1838,  David  Barker;  1839-42,  Jeptha  W.  Babcock; 
1843,  1844,  Morgan  \'an  Wagoner;  1845,  Johnson  Al- 
drich; 1846-48,  Charles  B.  I.ane;  1849,  Samuel  S.  Rising; 
1850,  Stephen  T.  Peckham;  1851,  Emmor  K.  Gardner; 
1852,  Samuel  S.  Rising;  1853,  George  K.  Hood;  1854. 
Morgan  Yan  Wagoner;  1855,  Pixley  M.  Humphrey; 
1856,  Vernon  D.  Bateman;  1857,  Morgan  Van  Wagoner; 
1858,  Guy  C.  Humphrey;  1859,  Samuel  S.  Rising;  i860, 
1861,  Guy  C.  Flumphrcy;  1862-64,  George  M.  Swain; 
1865,  Henry  B.  Miller;  1S66-69,  Oscar  E.  Mann;  187c- 
72,  George  K.  Hood;  1873,  Oscar  E.  Mann;  1874,  1875, 
George  M.  Swain;  1876-78,  Guy  C.  Humphrey. 

The  town  clerks  have  been  as  follows  ; 

1823,  Samuel  Palmer;  1824,  Nathan  Pond,  jr.;  1825, 
Albert  M.  Hastings;  1826-28,  Heman  Pratt;  1829, 
James  Mathews;  1830,  Heman  Pratt;  1831,  1832,  Francis 
D.  Pratt;  1833,  Solomon  Marse;  1834,  Jonatthan  N. 
Shurtliff;  1835,  Samuel  Kemp;  1837-39,  Francis 

O.  Pratt  ;i84o-42,  Albert  Van  Wagoner;  1S43-48,  Francis 
O.  Pratt;  1849,  Humphrey;  1S50,  William  Sher- 

wood; 1851,  James  Matthews;  1852,  Stephen  T.  Peck- 
ham;  1853,  Joseph  Fless;  1854,  George  L.  Pratt;  1855, 
1856,  Joseph  Hess;  1857,  1858,  Willard  Nye;  1859, 
Marvin  S.  Perkins;  1860-62,  Willard  Nye;  1863-67, 
Joseph  Hess;  1S68-70,  Henry  H.  Frost;  1S71,  Joseph 
Hess;  1872-78,  Henry  H.  Frost. 

In  the  Assembly  for  eleven  terms  the  member  from  the 
second  district  of  Niagara  has  been  from  Somerset. 
Ex-Sheriff  Oscar  E.  l>.Iann  is  also  a Somerset  man. 

SALT  SPRING. 

About  half  a mile  west,  or  u[)  stream,  from  where  Fi>h 
creek  crosses  the  road  that  runs  from  Somerset  village  to 
the  lake  is  a salt  spring  or  well.  There  is,  or  was  a few 
years  ago  an  old  hollow  buttonwood  log  sunk  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  creek,  with  one  end  just  above  the  surface. 
This  salt  spring  must  have  been  operated  by  some  one 
before  white  settlers  occupied  the  country,  as  it  has  not 
been  worked  since  1810. 

LODGES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS. 

ODD  H'.I.LOWr,. 

Ontario  Lodge  No.  373,  I.  O.  of  O.  F.  was  organized,  in 
Somer.',et  \ iilage  in  1847.  and  continued  to  work  until 
1855,  when  labor  was  susiieiided  and  has  not  been  re- 
sumed. 

1 F.  M IM  K .V  N C F O K O .\  M Z .\  T t O N S. 

The  Somerset  " Temperance  and  Literary  .X'-sr.ci.ilum” 
was  org.ini/ed  m 1875,  wiih  about  fiftv  meiiibeis.  ..ml  the 
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SOMICRSHT  SOC[F/m:s  AND  GOVE  RN  .NfKNT  INSTITU'IK  )NS. 


McCartney,  Edwin  A.  Arnold,  Rev.  E.  H.  Bonney,  with 
(‘h  tries  W'ilcox  as  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Julia  Frost 
-,  i Tvt.irv.  The  name  denotes  the  object  of  the  associa- 
noii.  The  rej^ular  meetings  are  held  monthly,  alter- 
natelv  in  the  Methodist  and  l’re>byterian  i hurehes.  'I’he 
uresent  directors  are:  Rev.  J.  '1'.  Kumphrev,  George  H. 
Bradley,  and  J.  Wickham;  treasurer,  .Mrs.  Julia  I rost; 
secretary.  A.  H.  Haight.  The  members  number  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five. 

Fountain  Union,  No.  107,  Daughters  of  Temperance 
w.is  organized  in  1S50.  under  the  sujiervision  of  John  B. 
Cioiigh.  The  numberof  members  at  the  organization  was 
ibout  fifteen,  d'he  union  continued  to  increase  in  num- 
bers and  interest  until  1856,  when  it  suddenly  closed  its 
doors  and  ceased  its  labors. 

In  1850  a division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  was  or- 
ganized at  Somerset  Corners,  and  did  run  well  for  a 
season,  and  in  1867  finished  its  good  work  with  about  two 
hundred  members. 

Somerset  Lodge,  No.  144,  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars,  was  organized  at  Somerset  Corners  in  1867, 
and  continued  to  work  for  about  five  years,  when  this  in- 
stitution followed  in  the  wake  of  the  “ Sons  ” and 
“ Daughters.” 

MASONIC. 

Somerset  Lodge,  No.  639,  F.  & A.  M.  was  organized  in 
1866,  and  worked  under  dispensation  for  about  a year, 
when  it  received  a charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  with  the  following  officers  and 
twenty-two  other  charter  members;  C.  P.  Clark,  W.  M.; 

H.  C.  Hill,  S.  W.;  Irving  W.  Hotaling,  J.  W. 

Some  of  the  members  formed,  a stock  company,  pur- 
chased a lot  on  the  corner  of  South  and  East  streets,  and 
erected  a two-story  brick  building,  thirty  by  forty-eight  j 

feet,  at  a cost  of  §1,490.  The  lower  part  of  the  building  | 

is  rented  and  used  as  a store,  while  the  upper  floor  is  used 
for  lodge  purposes.  'I'he  lodge  now  owns  the  property  and 
is  out  of  debt.  The  following  are  the  present  officers; 
Loran  Church,  W.  M.;  Henry  Brown,  S.  W.;  S.  J.  Porter 
J.  W'.  The  membershi[)  numbers  seventy-eight. 

A.  O.  C.  W. 

Somerset  Lodge,  No.  141,  .Ancient  Order  of  L’nited 
Workmen,  located  at  Somerset  village,  was  instituted  in 
Aiiril,  1S7S,  with  the  following  officers  and  nineteen  nicm 
hers:  Oscar  E.  .Mann,  I>.  .M.W.;  J.  W.  Wing,  .M.  W.;  W‘ 

E.  .Vtwater,  G,  F.;  George  B.  Hood,  O.;  A.  E.  Bennett_ 
recorder;  G.  H.  Bradley,  receiver;  O.  J.  Tluiyer,  financier; 
I>avid  Huntington,  I.  W .;  J.  .A.  Hill,  J. 

POS'l'-OFFICES. 

Previous  to  iSey  the  peo|jle  in  this  section  received 
their  mail,  if  tuy,  by  .sending  mil  b)'  some  neighbor  who 
was  g(.)ing  to  Bull. do,  Rochester  or  B.itavia.  .Vbout  this 
year  .Mr,  I allies  Idathews  was  ap[)ointcHi  the  first  post- 
master for  the  town,  and  he  was  the  only  oiw  for  several 
ve.irs.  The  contents  of  m.ii!  b.igs  in  tliose  d.us  were  no| 


very  burdensome  to  either  carrier  or  postmaster,  as  but 
few  expected  any  mail  matter,  and  still  fewer  receiicd 
any.  .At  the  present  time  a large,  well-filled  mail  pom  h 
arrives  daily,  and  almost  everybody  is  disappointed  <} 
they  are  not  favored  with  a letter  or  a newspaper. 

Otis  Nye  svas  the  first  man  to  runast,age  from  Lorki-orl 
to  Somerset,  in  or  about  the  year  1848.  The  e\.i>  r il.ite 
of  the  ap[)ointment  of  Mr.  Mathews  as  ])o-,tin  r-,ter.  or  .a 
running  .Mr.  Nye’s  first  stage,  we  are  un.ible  to  . r.;in. 

'I'he  W'est  Somerset  |'Os:-otfii  e \\;is  est.ibli^hed  in  1 '.)4. 
and  Marvin  S.  Hes^  appointedi  postmaster.  The  present 
postmaster  is  William  Hoffman. 

Sidney  Smith  is  the  present  postmaster  at  .^omer^et 
Corners.  The  land  upon  wliich  tb.is  village  stands  v. .is 
formerly  owned  by  Samuel  Palmer,  upon  the  north.ea-.t 
corner  of  the  streets;  Isaac  l.ockwond,  on  the  northwest 
corner;  Isaac  Starbiirk,  on  the  southwest  corner;  and 
W'illiam  Herrington,  on  the  southeast  corner. 

The  Lake  Road  post-office  is  located  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  town.  'The  first  postmaster  was  Joseph  Bab- 
cock. The  present  postmaster  is  Lawton  Pettit. 

THE  GOVERN.MENT  LIGHT-HOUSE. 

known  as  the  Thirty-mile  Point  I.ight-house,  was  lighted 
for  the  first  time  in  April,  1875.  handsome  sex- 

angular  reflecting  revolving  light  was  put  in,  costing  about 
§15,000,  and  weighing  2,000  pounds.  The  light  show.s  at 
j a distance  of  eighty  miles.  The  building  in  wh.ich  it  is 
j placed  is  of  stone,  gothic  style,  and  cost  the  government 
I about  §75,000.  It  is  arranged  for  two  families.  The 
light  is  operated  by  Hiram  .A.  A’aughn  and  fames  Pen- 
field.  It  is  about  seventy-five  feet  above  the  water-le\  el. 

STATISTICS. 

The  area  of  the  town  is  23,314  acres.  'Fhe  aggregate 
valuation  of  the  real  estate  for  1S77  was  §1,441,844.  The 
assessed  valuation  of  personal  propert\  was  76,230. 

RELIGIOUS  HISTORY. 

.METHOniST  EPISCOPAL  CHfacH. 

The  first  class  in  connection  with  this  churclr  w.is  or- 
ganized at  the  house  of  Silas  .Meade,  west  of  v.  hat  is  r.ou 
the  Corners,  in  1817.  .Masten  Sherwood  was  apiiUnud 
leader,  and  the  other  members  were  Ti  yphena  .^herwn.cl. 
Rebecca  Sherwood,  Bettie  Meade,  John  Emmon',  Joim 
Bangham  and  wife,  Silas  .Meade  ;md  .Mir.ind.i  Me;ide. 

For  nearly  two  years  the  cd.iss  meeting-;,  as  well  the 
public  servii.-e,  were  held  at  the  h.ouse  of  .Mr.  \Ie.ide.  .;r.d 
I forabout  five  years  following,  in  the  little  log  sclv loidn 'U-e 
on  Mr.  Meade's  farm. 

Rev.  Daniel  Shepherdson  w.is  the  first  pre.n  i'.er  in. 
ch;irge  ot  this  part  of  what  was  ihen  a l.’rge  cir<  :i;i.  lie 
began  his  min.:st’',itions  here  in  1817.  Rc\  M 
Wright  ,md  M.i\  'Uopl;.  ih  . b.  :..c  Lu  , ■.  . . 

after  .Mr.  Shepherd.-un,  liie:t  for  'wo  or  tiiri.e  - 

there  was  no  regular  pre.udiing. 

The  first  ipiarierly  meeting  e\  er  heUl  in  this  tmvn  w 
held  in  Sihis  M' .’d'.  '.s  b.irn.  in  1818,  Li  iS:,;  Rr'..  I- 


following  officers,  designated  as  directors:  Rev.  William 
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Puffer  was  sent  to  tHs  charge.  He  was  quite  aged,  as 
well  as  ecrentrir,  an(3  in  quoting  ])assages  from  the  Hihle 
would  invarial'-ly  give  the  chapter  and  verse;  and  l;e  soon  j 
became  familiarly  inown  as  “old  Chaptcr-and-ver^e 
Puffer.” 

The  following  is  taken  from  an  old  record:  “ rSgi,  July 
4th.  At  a meeting  of  the  male  members  of  the  first  Meth- 
odist E|)iscopal  church  of  .Somerset,  held  pursuant  to 
public  notice,  at  .\lanson  Sherwood’s,  John  Sherwootl  anfl  ' 
John  Bangham  jiresided,  and  madechoiceof  .Mien  Burn- 
ham, clerk;  and  Ezra  Meade,  John  Sherwood,  John 
Randolph  ist  clas.s  ; Masten  Sherwood,  Martin  Dutcher,  j 
Alan.son  Sherwood  and  class,;  John  Bangham,  William 
Morford  and  Ccrm.ui  Bush  3rd  class  for  trustees.  Ezra 
Meade  was  made  choice  of  for  treasurer. 

“ Resolvcil,  unanitnrAisly,  to  build  a meeting-house,  to  be 
thirty-two  by  forty  feet  on  the  ground,  and  that  the  trus- 
tee;s  purchase  a site  for  said  meeting-house. 

“ That  the  trustees  circulate  a subscrijjtion  for 

the  purpose  of  raising  money  for  building  said  house,  and 
purchasing  a site  for  the  same.” 

The  lot  for  the  church  w-as  purchased  in  1831.  The 
church  was  built  in  1839,  of  wood,  and  cost  .$2,000. 
Over  the  front  door,  in  a semi-circle  or  arch,  are  the 
words  “ Methodist  Episcopal  Chapel,  1839.” 

In  1870  the  society  built  a parsonage,  of  wood,  costing 
$2,800,  on  the  lot  adjoining  the  church  lot. 

In  1878  the  society  .sold  the  old  church  to  Dr.  Irving 
Hotaling  for  ,$300,  and  built  a new  church  edifice  on  the 
site  of.  the  old  one.  The  new  building  is  of  wood,  forty 
by  sixty-nine  feet,  and  cost  w'hen  completed  about  ,$4,500. 
The  corner-stone  was  laid  on  the  21st  of  June,  1878,  by 
Rev.  A.  F.  Morey,  presiding  elder  of  the  Niagara  district 
of  the  Genesee  Conference,  assisted  by  Revs.  C.  V.  .Spar- 
row and  C.  C.  Wilber  of  Lockport,  A.  Staples  of  Royalton, 
and  J.  T.  Humphrey,  the  pastor  of  the  church.  The 
usual  deposit  of  subscription  list,  papers,  coin,  etc.,  was 
placed  in  a copper  box  and  laid  in  the  corner-stone.  W. 

L.  Atwater,  of  Somerset,  was  the  architect  and  builder- 
The  church  property  is  valued  at  ,$7,300.  The  whole 
number  of  members  and  probationers  in  1878  was  one 
hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Since  the  days  of  Chapt-.r-and-verse  Puffer  the  follow- 
ing ministers  have  served  this  society,  viz.:  A.  Rip- 
ley, W.  Buck,  H.  Ripley,  Bonn,  Luce,  Conable,  Gridley, 
Tirnmennann,  Chase,  Wilkinson,  S.  Smith,  Fillmore,  J. 
Knapp.  May,  Willi.am  Cooley,  (.lordon,  Thomas,  Foote, 
Derr,  Plumblev,  .''(.isrn,  C.  1*.  Clark,  S.  Hammond, 
Staples,  W.  Mcti.ivern,  William  .McCartney  and  J.  T. 
Humphrey,  the  present  very  efticient  pastor,  under  whose 
labors  nearly  one  Inindred  have  been  added  to  the  church 
during  the  last  year. 

.\t  a me-eting  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the  church, 
on  tlie  icth  ot  Novemlier,  1832,  it  wa.>  un.animouily  re- 
solved It)  e>t.i:.»!i.-)ii  .1  .S.ibb.iti--M  Iiooi  -.T^r.eiv  con-.ti- 

tulion  and  bv-laws  were  adopted  in  c' nform-ty  to  the 
disciplin-j,  ma’King  it  auxiliary  t'i  the  .ounday-^chool  Un- 
ion of  tl-e  .Metl’.odi.-t  Episcopal  churi  h.  .Munson  .Shcr- 
weed  was  ■ ho>en  ; -.vsi-lent  ; Ezr.i  .Meade,  vire-pr.-sideni  ; 


.Allen  Biirnl'.am,  se<  rotary  ; John  Bangham,  treasurer  ; 
and  Geriiun  Bush,  Caleb  .Martin,  Oliver  E.irl,  Martin 
Duichor,  Elijah  R.  .Meade,  Jidin  Sherwood,  .Masten  .Sher- 
wood, D.miel  r.  Bush,  Eassen  Hixand  Jackson  F.  Ran- 
dolph, managers. 

The  follow  ing  appear  as  scholars  : Eliz.abeth  Earl, 
Oliver  P)Urnliam.  Dolly  B.  Sheruoofl,  Hannah  .Martin, 
Mir.inda  .Meade,  .\rzulah  Meade  and  Syntha  Dut(  her. 
In  1S78  the  Sunday-school  in  connection  with  this 
church  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty  scholar-,,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  ninety,  ami  had  one  hundred  and 
forty  volumes  in  its  library.  Henry  H.  Frost  was  superin- 
tendent. 

WKVf  SOMKRSK.T  Il.U’TIST  CHCRCH. 

The  first  meeting  preliminary  to  the  organization  of 
this  society  was  held  in  Mr.  Dickinson's  barn  in  1843, 
just  west  of  where  the  church  now  stands. 

.-At  this  meeting  it  was  decided  to  purchase  the  house 
and  one  acre  of  land  of  S.  J.  Colby,  on  tlie  corner  of  the 
road,  for  a parsonage,  w'hich  was  done  at  a cost  of  .$200. 
Subsequently  the  society  built  an  atldition  to  the  house 
for  the  use  of  the  preacher  and  family,  and  for  seven 
years  held  iJiiblic  service  and  social  meetings  in  the  main 
part  of  the  parsonage. 

The  first  covenant  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
the  i2th  day  of  .April,  1845,  when  the  following  persons 
were  recognized  as  m.embcrs  : Reuben  D.  Feagics,  J.  B. 
Hoffman  and  wife,  Henry  Niles  and  wife,  (J.  Dick- 
inson and  wife,  Isaac  Raze  and  wife,  Thomas  Briggs 
and  wife.  On  the  20th  of  .April  the  society  was  fully 
organized.  Mr.  Feagles,  .Mr.  Di<  kin.son  and  .Mr.  and 
Airs.  Hoffman  are  the  only  surviving  members  of  the 
original  number. 

On  the  28th  of  .May,  1845,  the  society  was  reorganized 
by  the  Baptist  association,  and  known  as  the  West  Baptiit 
Church  of  Somerset. 

June  i8th,  1845,  Thomas  Briggs  was  ordained  as  the 
first  deacon  of  this  church.  tJc,tober  i ith,  1845.  Thomas 
Briggs,  Marcus  Noble  and  Reuben  Raze  were  elected 
trustees  of  the  society.  January  loth,  184b,  elder  Har- 
vey Pettit  was  admitted  as  the  first  ordained  minister  for 
this  society. 

In  the  latter  [jart  of  1849  the  society  decided  to  build 
a brick  church,  Dirty  by  sixty  feet  with  basement,  whir  h 
was  completed  in  1850,  at  a cost  of  .$1,850.  Eldvr  Je-  .e 
Colby  gave  to  the  society  the  acre  of  land  upon  whi-.h 
the  church  stands,  on  the  corner  of  the  highw..y  o|.'po,i'e 
the  parsonage.  'The  money  for  building  the  chun.li  wa  - 
raised  by  subscription. 

'The  folio-wing  [lerson-^  have  .-served  this  <l  ':nli  a 
pastors  from  its  organization  to  the  pre-ent  time:  l.ld.er . 
Pettit,  .Mosher,  Berry,  Smith,  .\tw.Uer,  Br'.wn,  ^cm.v, 
Gardner,  Idip,  1'  r-on.->  and  Tenner,  the  pre  . t ; ‘ r. 

'The  - ■••inilav  - h )ol  conne' led  with  tic.  = ' • :<  1 
org.ini/e-1  ..1  i ' ,r,  t-  E,  " -a  J 1 a.  . ' • ■ 

ent  ano  -:It  ;t  ' y lo.!  r-. 

'The  pre  ent  -.uperintemlenl  is  Komeyr-  In.' 

whole  number  of  ,chr)lars  is  one  hund.''e<l:  . v r.ige  .il- 
tendaru  e,  'eventv:  v-iln'ii,  , m TBr.iry,  one  ' d. 
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FRIKM)>. 

The  Sot  ielv  of  Friends  was  organized  in  this  town  in 
iS.'i,  witli  twente  meinhers.  F'or  about  fifteen  years  they 
held  their  meetings  at  private  houses  in  the  bounds  ot 
the  society. 

Mrs.  ^[irianl  Winslow  was  the  first  settled  preat  her, 
and  she  died  in  iSaS.  She  was  followed  by  Dav  id  Gard- 
ner, who  died  a few  years  after.  David  Haight  tollowed 
Gartlner  as  settled  preacher,  and  still  remains  with  this 
]>eople. 

Charles  Haviland,  from  Royalton,  and  others  from 
Lockport,  supjilied  the  intervals  between  the  pastorates 
of  Mrs,  Winslow  and  Mr.  Gardner,  anti  between  those  of 
Gardner  and  Haight.  In  1836  the  society  built  a brick 
church,  twenty-four  by  thirty-si.\  feet,  costing  ,$400. 

'The  membership  of  this  society  at  present  numbers 
twenty-five.  They  pay  no  salary  to  their  preacher. 

Adjoining  the  church  is  a burying  ground  belonging  to 
the  society.  In  1S52  they  built  a stone  wall  around  the 
ground  at  a cost  of  $160. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SOMERSET. 

This  body  was  first  knowm  as  a Baptist  church  on  the 
23d  day  of  January,  1820.  It  was  formally  recognized 
by  an  ecclesiastical  council,  which  was  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  James  .Stevens,  then  in  Hartland,  nowin  Somerset. 

For  three  and  a half  years  after  its  recognition  the 
society  met  from  house  to  house,  frequently  visited  by 
F'ljier  Jehial  Wisner,  then  a Baptist  missionary,  visiting 
from  place  to  place. 

In  September,  1823,  Elder  Wisner  received  and 
accepted  a call  to  become  pastor.  His  labors  were  in  a 
very  marked  degree  attended  with  interest  and  success. 
In  the  month  of  November  following  an  extensive  revival 
occurred,  and  a considerable  number  were  added  to  the 
church. 

On  the  i3th  of  June,  1S30,  a council  was  called  by  the 
church,  for  the  purpose  of  ordaining  R.  L.  Wilson,  he 
having  received  a call  from  the  church  to  become  the 
pastor.  The  newly  ordained  pastor  on  this  day  baptized 
eleven  persons. 

In  1832  the  necessity  of  a suit.able  place  of  worship  was 
felt  by  tile  church  and  community.  On  application,  the 
avails  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  a gift  from  the  Holland  Land 
Company,  were  applied  to  the  liuilding  of  the  meeting- 
house, which  is  still  standing,  located  at  the  village  of 
Somerset. 

In  October,  1839,  Elder  Wilson  resigned  the  charge  of 
the  chuircli,  lu.ving  labored  over  ten  years  successfully  as 
its  pastor.  In  r-'-'39  Elder  .\rah  Irons  supplied  the 
church.  In  1840  Elder  S.  J.  Olnev  became  the  pastor 
He  remained  three  years.  During  his  labors  eightv  were 
.'tdded  to  the  church.  In  .M.iv,  1846,  the  Rev.  ( ',.  C. 
Walker  received  .unl  at  cepted  a call  from  tiu;  church. 
He  remainetl  the  pastor  over  five  years.  'I'he  church 
then  called  L.  M.  W'oodruff,  a licentiate.  He  was  or- 
dained pustort'n  ihcqpth  dayof  June,  1852,  ami  remained 
abtiut  th.rt.-e  ve.trs,  when  he  resigned.  During  his  p-istor- 


ate  twenty  were  added  to  the  church.  In  .Mav,  iS;5. 
John  Gundy  acce[)ted  the  call  of  the  churt  h,  and  serve>l 
it  for  three  years.  During  this  'period  .M'trtimer  WilLon 
and  j.  H.  Denton,  n'lembers  of  this  sot  ietv,  were  lit  en-t d 
by  the  chundi  to  jireach  the  gospel. 

In  1837  the  cl'iurch  e\[)e-nded  S1.400  remoileling  the 
house  of  worshi[). 

For  about  one  year  the  t hurch  was  destitute  of  a ]).■<- 
tor.  (tnthezsih  dayof  .\ugust,  1S61,  a coum  il  t tinvened 
to  ordain  I.  H.  Denton  as  pastor.  He  served  the  1 huo  h 
for  about  three  years,  and  was  follcjwed  bv  Kw.  - 

Willson.  On  the  ist  dayof  May,  1806.  R.-v.  11.  W.  Ro,  ts 
accepted  the  itall  of  the  i-hiin  !t,  and  labored  > ict-essfuliv 
for  nearly  three  years,  a n-.iml'er  being  added  to  the 
church  through  his  ministrv.  In  June,  1869,  Rev.  S.nnui.-I 
Smith  became  pastor  of  the  church;  he  served  two  ve.irs 
and  resigned. 

The  church  has  licensed  twelve  of  its  members  to 
preach  the  gos[jel.  Since  the  resignation  of  .Mr.  Smith, 
there  has  been  no  regular  preaching,  if  any,  in  tIu-  B.ip- 
tist  church  at  Somerset  Corners. 

PRESBYTERIAN'  CHURCH,  SOMERSET. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  Somerset  was  organized 
January  26th,  1824,  at  Stephen  Sherwood's  huu-e.  Th.e 
original  members,  who  were  regularly  constituted  a Pres- 
byterian church  at  that  time,  were  Stephen  Sher-wood. , 
Mrs.  Diana  Sherwood,  Jesse  Sherwood,  .\Irs.  .M.iry  B,i”.g- 
ham,  Mrs.  Lydia  Brown,  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Sherwood. 

The  Rev.  E.  Everett  ofheiated  at  thi-.  organizaf Ion. 
June  5th,  1832,  James  Hess,  Fdijah  .\rnold  and  .Vnsel- 
mo  Tenny  were  ordained  as  elders,  and  Peter  IL.ws  and 
Lorenzo  Thayer  deacons  of  the  church,  by  the  Rev. 
David  Pratt. 

February  loth,  1S34,  at  a meeting  of  the  male  members 
held  at  Dr.  A.  B.  Brown’s  office,  it  -was  ” resolved,  tiiat 
this  society  be  known  by  the  title  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  Society  of  Somerset.”  The  following  persons 
were  then  elected  as  trustees,  viz.:  J.  W.  .M.  Nitt,  EliMit 
.-\.rnold,  James  Matthews,  .\sa  Fb  Brown,  Ezekiel  Merritt 
and -Viva  Foster.  James  Matthews  was  chosen  clerk,  and 
Elijah  Arnold  treasurer. 

In  1S32  Rev.  David  Pratt  was  pastor,  sui'plying  the  de^k 
half  the  time.  In  1833  and  1834  Rev.  Dav  id  P’.ee  .m 
pastor,  preaching  here  half  the  time.  ( 'n  the  iir>t  S.tbb.ttli 
in  fuly,  1S37,  Rev.  Truman  Baldwin  commenced  pre.i>  h- 
ing  on  a salary  of  four  hundred  dollars  per  ye.ir. 

February  17th.  1839,  twenty-three  l)er■^on-.  jo-.ned.  the 
church  on  profession,  and  on  Febru.iry  .-8ti'.,  12.41.  : :'v 
j more  unitetl.  Rev.  W.  C.  Wisner.  ol  Loikp-  rt. 
i in  the  services. 

I During  the  four  years’  ministrv-  of  Mr.  Ibi'-lw.n  ..-'o 
I hundred  and  thirty-one  persons  were  receivol  .i'  mei  er< 
i of  the  church. 

I 'Tiu:  cl'.urc'n  w-as  built  of  v\-(U’d,  .uid.  8.  ' , ,\  i 1.  ; 

1.-.1,  1840.  I'rev  IOU2  to  thi'  the  m-.:et,..g'  •.  - e;i  . ■ 

in  y.unes  M.uthew.'’s  store  i ii.imber;  aiterw.ird' the  ' • tv 
I worsl-iiped  in  the  old  bru  k si  hool -h(Mi -e.  1 nc  eh'"-' h 

lot  ’ . acre  wa>  pii p-lui.'ed  of  l-'.iic  Sl.irb-i-  k '■  : • ; • 
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] hundred  doll.irs.  Alfred  Van  W'agoner  built  the  church  j 

1 for  §2,000.  In  1S52  the  society  bought  a house  and  lot  j 

* for  a parsonage,  costing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

I It  was  repaired  soon  after  at  a cost  of  two  hundred  dol- 

; lars.  In  i860  the  church  was  repaired  at  an  exjiense  of 

! about  four  hundred  dollars.  In  1871  the  jiarsonage  was 

I remodeled  at  a cost  of  about  one  thousand  eight  nundred 

dollars.  The  late  Mrs.  Lucy  Thayer  bequeathed  to  the 
I society  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
chapel  for  the  church,  and  now  the  society  is  about  to  raise 
another  thousand  for  remodeling  the  church  in  connec- 
tion with  building  the  cha[jel,  which  is  to  be  known  as  the 
“ Thayer  Chaiiel.” 

The  pastors  since  Mr.  Baldwin  have  been  as  follows: 

! Thomas  Paine,  two  years;  David  L.  Hume,  one  year;  E. 

I H.  Stratton,  five  years;  J.  J.  Ward,  four  years;  Ezra 
I Jones,  two  years;  Janus  M.  Van  W'agoner,  five  years; 

1 Eusebius  Hale,  two  years;  D.  D.  Hamilton,  one  year; 

Lewis  B.  Rogers,  three  years;  Charles  R.  Burdick,  four 
, years. 

I Rev.  Elijah  H.  Bonney,  the  present  pastor,  commenced 
his  labors  here  January  i6th,  1876.  The  church  mem- 
bership at  present  numbers  one  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

J January  20th,  1838,  the  church  voted  to  establish  a 

' Sabbath-school,  to  be  held  during  recess  on  the  Sabbath, 

! and  chose  O.  P.  Wilco.v  superintendent.  There  were 

. eighty-nine  members  of  the  school  in  1839,  and  one  hun- 
' dred  and  thirty-one  in  1841.  The  school  at  present 
i numbers  one  hundred  and  eighteen. 

i ■ BRIEF  BIOGRAPHIES. 

1 

The  post-office  address  of  the  residents  here  sketched 
‘ is  Somerset  where  none  is  given. 

C.  H.  Akley  came  from  Edinburgh,  Saratoga  county, 

X.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  May  6th,  1817,  and  located  in 
' the  fertile  plains  of  Somerset,  January  7th,  1845.  He 
was  married  in  1844  to  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Polly  Smith.  Mrs.  A.  died  May  25th,  1839.  Mr. 
Akley  was  again  married  in  1859,  to  Cynthia  Nash.  He 
is  a farmer  and  located  in  the  west  part  of  the  town. 
Post-office,  West  Somerset.  Jane  Akley  was  born  January 
24th,  1846;  Helen  M.  died  November  5th,  1846;  Smith 
C.  died  November  5th,  1S46. 

J‘.  Newton  Albrigiit,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  part  of 
the  covinty,  was  born  in  a log  shanty  in  the  town  of  New- 
fane,  on  the  2S1I1  of  C)c  tober,  1S12.  On  the  i6th  of  April. 
1839,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  .\nn,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Caty  Haight,  of  Somerset.  Mr.  Albright  is  a 
farmer,  and  is  >ei  retary  of  the  pioneer  association  of 
Niagara  county.  He  has  two  children — Cecelia  R.,  born 
November  26th,  1844,  and  Francis  J.,  born  .May  and,  1848. 
His  post-office  address  is  Barker’s. 

William  L.  .\twater,  of  Somerset,  was  born  October  8th, • 
1847',  in  Lockjiort.  He  is  a surveyor  and  architect,  and 
c.iiiie  to  .S'jmerset  friun  L<jckj)ort  alujut  1853.  He  uas 
nuirried  Nosendoer  iith.,  i86</,  to  Emily  S.,  daughter  of 
II.  and  I).  Bennett,  of  Somerset. 

Eth\in  I',.  .Vrmrkl  w .is  'oorn  in  Benson,  \'t.,  in  1826, 
locatcvl  in  Somerset  in  I'sgi,  and  was  married  in  183  [ to 


Somerset.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  men  of  the 
town;  is  a farmer  by  occiqiation,  and  fully  identified 
with  the  tcmiierance  and  religious  interests  of  the 
town. 

J.  .\L  Badgley,  a native  of  the  town,  was  ’oorn  in  1841. 
Caroline  M.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  Keeler,  of 
His  parents,  George  and  Phebe  Badgley,  came  here  in  the 
early  history  of  the  town.  J.  M.  Badgley  was  married  in 
1864,  to  .Miss  Philura,  daughter  of  R.  and  M.  Storer,  who 
reside  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  Mr,  Badgley  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  men  of  Somerset. 

David  Barker,  a native  of  Charlotte,  Clinton  county, 
Vt.,  was  born  June  23d,  1794,  and  was  married,  October 
i8th,  1820,  to  MissVania  Herendeen,  of  Farmington.  .N.  Y., 
who  was  born  .April  icth,  1796.  .Mrs.  Barker  died  October 
loth,  1877.  Mr.  Barker  came  to  Somerset,  then  part  of 
Hartland,  November  20th,  1815,  from  Charlotte,  Vt.  This 
town  was  then  an  almost  unbroken  forest,  and  .Mr.  Barker 
has  done  his  full  share  in  making  it  one  of  the  garden 
spots  of  the  world.  He  resides  on  th.e  same  farm  on 
which  he  located  in  1S15.  He  has  served  his  town  as 
assessor,  commissioner  and  inspector  of  common  schools, 
and  four  terms  as  supervisor. 

Samuel  Barry  was  born  at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
17th  of  March,  1813.  His  wife,  Fidelia,  was  the  daughter 
of  Chester  and  Elsie  Frost.  Mr.  B.  located  in  Somerset 
in  1851,  and  engaged  in  farming.  His  son,  Chester  F. 
Barry,  was  the  first  man  to  erdist  from  this  town,  in  de- 
fense of  his  country,  during  the  late  rebellion.  He  was 
at  that  time  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  served  three  years; 
he  then  re-enlisted,  and  served  during  the  war.  He  oc- 
cupied a union  soldier’s  position  for  four  months  in  the 
prison  parlors  of  Belle  Isle,  Va. 

Vernon  D.  Bateman,  farmer,  Somerset,  was  born  Janu- 
uary  3d,  1806,  at  Southbury,  New  Haven  county.  Conn., 
and  removed  to  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  subsequently, 
in  June,  1S34,  to  Somerset.  He  was  married,  September 
1 6th,  1832,  to  Nancy  .Anderson,  of  A'enice,  Cayuga  county. 
N.  A'.,  and  in  February,  1859,  to  Kate  Merryfield,  of  Ben- 
ton Center,  Yates  county,  N.  Y. 

William  H.  Plyde,  one  of  the  directors  in  the  Farmers’ 
.Mutual  Insuran  e .Association  of  Orleans  and  Niagara 
Counties,  was  born  January  22nd,  1822,  at  Pompey. 
Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  November 
25th,  1853,  to  Eliza  Jane  Spalding,  of  Somerset.  He  re- 
moved from  Yates,  ()rleans  county,  to  West  Somer:^et, 
where  he  has  lived  since  1842.  He  has  served  si.xteen 
years  as  justice  of  the  jieace. 

Parent  Becker  was  born  in  .Mayfield,  Fulton  county. 
N.  A'.  He  was  married  in  1844  to  jane  M..  daughter  of 
Parent  and  Hannah  Dennie,  of  .Mayfield.  He  loi:ated  in 
the  western  part  of  Somerset  in  1868,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Post-oftire  address.  West  SomoeC 

Rev.  Elijah  H.  Bonney  was  born  November  .tth,  0:6. 

I at  Hadle\.  A!a;->.  He  w.is  m iP'wd  to  .Mis-  j r V 

j Jones,  of  I'awlet,  \’t.,  on  the  loth  of  July.  184  '.  it. 

I graduated  at  .Vmherst  College  in  1839,  and  at  I'r.'.m 
I Theologii  .1!  Seminary,  New  Vork  ciiv,  in  18^4.  and  w 
licensed  to  jtreach  m 1 H !•  i'>'  'i'c  3rd  Presby  tery  >>l  .New 
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LEADfN’G  RESIDENTS  OF  SOMERSET. 


York.  He  was  pastor  at  Vernon  Center,  N.  Y.,  for  sev- 
enteen years.  He  came  from  I>eno\,  N.  V.,  to  Somerset  in  | 

laniiarv,  1876,  since  which  time  he  has  been  the  pastor 
^ . \ 
of  the  Preshyteriaji  church  at  Somei'set. 

Henry  Howman  was  born  in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  1 

Januarv  6th,  1806,  and  was  married  February  24th,  1832,  ! 

(o  .Sarah  .\nn  Van  Horne,  of  Cato,  N.  V.  Mr.  Bowman 
is  a farmer,  and  lo?:ated  in  Somerset  in  1843. 

Oeorge  H.  Bradley  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of 
this  town,  his  farm  containing  296  acres,  located  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  town.-  He  was  born  in  .\rlington, 

Vt.,  in  1830,  and  moved  to  Hartland  in  1835,  and  to 
Somerset  in  1S66.  He  was  married  in  1855,  to  Fanny, 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Ruth  Mead,  of  Hartland.  He 
was  railroad  commissioner  in  ‘1869.  He  has  two  sons, 
Lewis  A.  and  b'rarsk  N.  His  post-office  is  Lake  Road. 

Hiram  FI.  Briggs,  postmaster  at  Barker’s,  was  born  at 
German  Flats,  N.  V..  January  23d,  1S17.  He  was  mar- 
ried December  19th,  1844,  to  Harriet  C.,  daughter  of  FI. 
and  B.  Sharjosteen,  of  Somerset.  He  .located  here  in 
1834.  • He  is  a mechanic,  and  has  been  town  collector 
for  three  years,  and  postmaster  for  two  years. 

P.  W . Brigham,  a native  of  Smith  field,  N.  Y.,  was  born 
September  20th,  1S06,  and  was  married  to  Eunice  Gray, 
also  of  Smichlield,  in  1826.  Mrs.  Brigham  died  May  ist, 
1S74,  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Brigham  married  Mary 
A.  Newell,  of  Newfane.  Mr.  B.  came  to  this  town  in 
1S65,  from  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a farmer. 

Henry  Brown,  a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in 
Somerset  on  the  iSth  of  May,  1832,  and  on  the  3d  of 
March, ’1859,  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Bickford,  of 
Flartland.  He  resides  at  Somerset,  which  is  his  post- 
office  address.  His  father.  Dr.  Asa  B.  Brown,  was  post- 


peace for  several  years. 

Mrs.  Huldah  Bush  was  born  in  Cornwell,  Vt.,  Decem- 
ber 6th,  1S13,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  this  town  in 
1S15.  She  was  married  April  24th,  1831,  to  German 
Bush,  of  Shoreham,  Vt. 

Minor  T.  Cartwright  is  a farmer,  located  in  the  east 
part  of  the  town.  He  was  born  January  Stli,  1836,  in 
Somerset,  and  v.-.as  married  to  F'idelia  M.,  daughter  of 
Harry  and  H-annan  Farrell,  of  Yates,  N.  Y.  He  has  been 
town  assessor  for  the  last  five  years.  Post-office,  County 
Line. 

Samuel  Coates  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Craike.  York- 
shire. Flngland,  .\pril  25th,  182S.  He  was  married  June 
17th,  1855,  to  .^Llrtha,  daughter  of  John  anrl  Jane  Pow-  \ 
ell,  of  Lewiston,  N.  Y.  He  located  in  Somerset  in  1S33,  ; 

and  is  a farmer  by  occupation. 

iohn  CoaU':,,  also  a native  of  Cr.iike  i)arisli,  Yorkshire,  | 

. . I 

Flngland,  was  born  M iv  5th,  1823.  He  emigrated  t(,  this  | 
country  and  settled  in  .Somerset  in  1833.  He  married 
November  22ml.  1832,  .Mice,  daughter  of  Stephen  Pow- 
ell, ()f  i.ewiston.  .Mr.  (.'.  is  a fanner.  I 

.\aron,  son  of  Samuel  Coleman,  who  settled  here  in  , 

1819,  was  lu'rn  in  'Aius.or.  Mass.,  January  13th,  1S14.  ! 

His  occupation  isf.rniing.  He  was  m.irried  .\pril  25th, 
1838,  to  Sophia  .\_\e,  who  died  in  J,inuar\,  His  | 


second  marriage,  which  took  place  F'ebruary  iptii.  i.s;;. 
was  to  Caroline  L.  'Phurber,  of  Monroe  countv.  N.  \ 
Mr.  Coleman  was  one  of  the  assessors  of  this  tow  n for  fif- 
teen years.  Post-office,  Barker’s. 

George  Decker  came  from  Boone  count\-.  111.,  and 
located  in  this  town  in  1862.  He  was  born  Sei>teml>i.r 
25th,  1824,  in  Greene,  N.  Y.,  ami  married  Fcbru.irv  2>'li. 
1858,  to  Jane  .V.,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Wil!i.im>. 
of  Somerset.  Farming  is  his  occuiiation. 

J.  K.  Denton,  of  South  Somerset,  is  the  son  of  Henrv 
W.  Denton,  who  settled  in  this  town  in  1816.  c leared,  up 
a large  farm,  and  raised  a family  of  eight  children,  f.  K. 
w'as  born  in  this  town  in  1824,  and  was  married  to  I’.o.i- 
lina,  daughter  of  John  and  Fdsie  Brewer,  c.f 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1852.  Mr.  1).  is  a farmer,  .rml  ha>  i>e(.n 
postmaster  at  South  Somerset  for  the  last  fimr  \eir-. 
The  births  in  Mr.  D.’s  family  have  been  as  follow  s;  .\nn.i 
M.,  July  6th,  1853;  Henry  \V.,  .March  25tii,  1857:  C.eoree 
William,  October  25th,  1858;  Mary  E.,  [ulv  2ctli,  i.sfir. ; 
Cora  B.,  December  2nd,  1862;  James  F.,  Marc:h  13th.  1866; 
Susan  J.,  October  iSth,  1867.  Henry  W.  died  March 
31st,  1857. 

Anson  Butcher  resides  at  Somerset  Corners.  X.  Y.,  ami 
carries  on  a general  blacksmithing  and  carriage  ironing 
business.  He  is  also  a dealer  in  all  kinds  of  agric  ultui  d 
implements.  His  post-office  is  Somerset.  His  fath.er. 
Daniel  P.,  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  N,  Y.,  Julv  12th.  1822. 
He  was  married  to  Samantha  Green  man,  of  Yates,  N.  W. 
November  13th,  1844.  She  was  born  January  r2th,  1821. 
Of  their  children,  Chloe  G.  was  born  Decemlu-r  lOtli, 
1846,  and  Alson  D.  and  Anson  N.,  twins,  Februnrv  2911,, 
1848.  Chloe  C.  died  October  12th,  1S53.  Daniel  P. 
Dutcher  died  in  Somerset  May  22nd,  1S76. 

Ephraim  C.  Ellis  is  a native  of  Champion,  N.  where 
he  was  born  January  7th,  1817.  He  left  Jefferson  countv 
in  1837,  and  located  in  this  town  as  a farmer.  He  w ’- 
niarried  F'ebruary  26th,  1S40,  to  Melissa,  daughter  of  E. 
E.  and  Sarah  Wilco.v.  of  Somerset,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Loi,-.  w.is 
one  of  the  assessors  of  this  town  from  1866  to  1873. 

Mrs.  Eliza  I.  Fisk,  mother-in-hiw  of  Sidncv  Sm.ii!',. 
Es'p,  postmaster  at  Sonier.-^ct,  came  to  thi>.  town  when  i 
was  a wilderness.  She  is  probably  the  oldest  woman,  it 
not  the  oldest  person,  in  tlie  town,  being  over  nimtv, 
while  her  mental  faculties  remain  as  bright  as  w hen  > .'• 
was  in  her  teens. 

Alfred  E.  Fisk,  a native  of  \'v'ayne  county.  N.  , w..^ 
born  in  1S26,  and  came  into  Somerset  in  1831.  IL-  w ^ 
married  November  26th,  1831,  to  Eli/a  J..  d.u:,h:er  cf 
Edward  and  Lydia  Robinson,  of  W.iyne  couiity  i'.c.-. 
ha\e  one  dtuighter.  Anna  C . born  Ncncmber  221I1.  1 'c  ;. 
Mr.  Fisk  was  in  th.e  Mexican  w;ir  for  about  cue  \e.ir. 

Mrs.  .Mary  .S.  F'isk  was  born  in  1 1 rceiiiield.  X II.. 
July  29th,  1795.  She  removed  to  W.i\ m.- conm.c , N.  \ , 
where  she  married  J.unes  Fisk,  of  .Xrc.cli.i.  .ui  ' 

day  of  .M.U'cjIi.  1S14.  I'iiey  c.ime  to  .'scim-i  ; I'  .i. 
and  .Mr.  F'isk  died  in  1863.  A son,  .\l\ron  li.  1 : ■. 

a soldier  in  the  war  of  tlie  rebellion,  and  w.is  kiPeo  a 
the  battle  of  Antictam,  whicli  was  fought  Sepum'  r 
17th,  1862. 


HES'RiKV  OF  MAC.ARA  (■(  TN  !'V,  Nl-AV  YORK. 


H;inlv  l itt-;.  a iilc-laig  resident  of  this  town,  was  Ijorn 
M;u-  jjth,  i"A7-  Fitts  was  married  March  5th, 

1S6’,  to  Sarah  11.,  d.imlucr  of  John  and  Sarah  Williams 
of  (I recce,  N.  wh®  was  born  Sci’torriber  3rd,  1S43, 

Mr.  Fitts  is  a farmer.  His  children  were  born  as  follo\vs: 
bertha  1..  I'itts,  Janmnw'  27th,  1S63;  Fretlerick  D.  Fitts, 
Fcbrnarv  Sth,  i.S;;;  .-Vlmira  S.  Fitt>,  .March  3rd.  1M76. 

l.oran  l-'itt>  i .ime  tothis  town  with  his  father  in  iSio. 

He  was  born  in  M .'.nsteld,  N’.  J.,  in  1800.  His  youthful 
[)ioneer  life  'vas  one  of  excitinit  interest,  of  perils,  hard- 
?<hii.is  and  sufferings,  incident  to  a life  in  the  wilderness 
wilds  of  western  Xew  York  at  an  early  date.  He  has 
lived  to  see  the  dense  forests  fade  away  before  the  sturdy 
pioneer,  and  in  their  stead,  the  waving  fields  of  ripening 
grain,  readv  for  the  harvest.  Volumes  might  be  written 
of  the  transforming  infuences  of  civilization  even  in  his 
dav,  but  space  will  net  permit.  He  has  lived  longer  in 
this  town  than  any  other  man.  He  is  one  of  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  tliere  is  only  one  other  living.  He  has 
si.v  children,  three  gniis  and  three  boys. 

Prentice  Fo.\,  son  a£  William  B.  F’ox,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Somerset  in  1830,  and  is  a farmer.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1S50  to  .Marcia  L.,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
Wisner,  of  Somerset.  The  births  in  the  family  have  been 
as  follows;  Helen  M.,  born  May  3rd,  1852;  George  W., 
June  23rd,  1S54;  Evelena,  Septe.mber  Sth,  1S66;  Charles 
L.,  May  22nd,  1872.  Post-office,  County  Line,  N.  Y. 

.\lonzo  I).  Foote , located  in  this  town  in  1842,  and  is 
at  present  engaged  in  farming.  He  has  served  as  asses- 
sor in  this  town  for  two  years.  He  was  born  in  Harpers- 
field,  X.  Y., .September  19th,  1S15,  and  married  September 
30th,  1841,  to  Lucy  R.  Luni,  of  Somerset.  Post-office, 
County  Line. 

Henry  H.  Frost,  a native  of  Rensselaerville,  X.  Y.,  was 
born  March  30th,  1S16,  and  came  to  Somerset  from  Pitts-  ■ 
town.  X’.  Y.,  in  1835.  He  was  married  to  Julia  A.  Wilcox, 
of  Somerset,  September  27th,  1S43.  Mr.  Frost  is  a farmer,  1 
also  the  principal  dry  goods  and  grocery  dealer  in  the  1 
village  or  town  of  Somerset.  He  has  served  his  town  as  j 
superintendent  of  common  schools,  and  is  notary  public, 
public  conveyancer,  and  is  at  present  and  has  been  for  ! 
ten  or  twelve  years  town  clerk.  He  is  one  of  the  active 
promoters  of  religion  and  temperance  in  his  town. 

Ira  J.  Gardner,  farmer,  was  born  in  Cayuga  county  on 
the  2nd  of  Xo'.cmb'er,  1825,  and  in  1S35  located  in  this 
town,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  was  married  February 
26th,  1857,  to  Harriet,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca 
Starbuck,  of  Somerset.  Births  of  children  ha\e  occurred 
in  his  family  as  follows;  Fretl  IF,  May  loth,  1858;  Lyman 
S..  September  26tli,  1859;  .\mos  H.,  May  26th,  1864.  .Mary 
R , an  adopted  child,  wa.s  born  February  2nd,  1S71.  Ly- 
man S.,  died  .\i>ril  8th,  1869. 

facob  S.  Haight  has  been  assessor  for  his  town  for 
three  years.  He  Is  a f.irmer  by  occupation.  He  w;is  born 
in  SoP.ierset  m i.sj",  ;iiai  m.irriei.i  to  .Vnaehne.  i.!aa_n- 
ter  of  Otepl'.en  and  .M.iry  .Sharpsteen  ol  t‘a\ug,i  countv, 

X.  Y.  He  has  one  son,  John  Jay,  born  .Vjiril  i4lh,  1851. 

)oshu:i  1 blight,  .a  former  resident  of  Cayuga  countv,  ; 
X.  \ w.i'  iinrn  there  in  1 S08,  and  !o<  ;iled  lierv-  m 1820. 


In  1835  .Mr.  Haight  was  married  to  Dorcas,  daughter  ot 
David  Dulcher.  She  died  in  1875.  In  Dec.ember,  1875, 
Mr.  Haight  was  wedded  to  hi-  se<  oml  wife,  .Vnn  Flliza 
Town^eml,  of  Somjr.,et.  .Mr.  H.  is  a farmer,  and  his  post- 
office  West  .Somerset. 

.Mrs.  Louisa  Haight  was  born  in  Bergen,  Genesee 
county,  X.  Y.,  and  mairied  October  23rd,  1844,  to  .\lfred, 
.son  of  Jacob  and  Caty  Haight  of  Somerset,  X'.  Y.,  and 
came  to  this  town  in  1845.  .Mr.  Haight  died  in  Somerset, 
March  14th,  1871,  aged  55  years,  3 months,  13  days.  Mrs. 
H.  owns  and  manages  a farm  of  sixty-two  acres.  Her 
children  have  been;  Ashbel,  born  June  8th,  1849;  i^ftiry 
O.,  .Vpril  3rd,  1851;  Jacob  C.,  September  ist,  1856;  Caty 
S.,  .Vpril  1st,  1856.  Jacob  C.,  died  May  26th,  i860. 

Humphrey  S.  Haight,  for  fifty-eight  years  a resident  of 
this  town,  was  born  in  Cayuga  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1813,  and 
c.ime  to  .Somerset  in  1820.  He  was  married  in  1840,  to 
Mary  .Vnn,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Hannah  .Merritt. 
Mrs.  Haight  died  in  1S74,  and  in  1875  Mr.  H.  was  again 
united  in  matrimony,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Obihial  and 
Deborah  Gardner,  of  Cayuga  county.  He  is  a farmer, 
and  his  [)OSt-office  is  Barker’s.  His  children  by  his  first 
wife  were  Willie  J.  T.  and  Merritt  D.  .Mr.  Haight  was 
commissioner  of  highw'ays  for  his  tow  n for  thirteen  years. 

Peter  Hess,  who  resides  near  the  west  line  of  the  town, 
was  born  in  Saratoga  county  in  iSoc.  He  settled  herein 
1821.  His  present  farm  w-as  then  a wilderness.  He 
assisted  in  chopping  and  clearing  the  timber  from  what  is 
now"  known  as  the  Hess  road.”  Mr.  Hess  was  married 
in  1828  to  Martha,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Martha  Shurt- 
lief,  of  Saratoga.  Post-office,  West  Somerset.  His  child- 
ren are  Elmon,  born  July  15th,  1831;  .Vmanda,  March 
30th,  1834;  .Mary,  May  3d,  1838. 

Mrs.  Barthena  Hoag,  relict  of  Philip  Hoag,  who  died 
Xovember4th,  1876.  came  to  Somerset  about  1836.  She 
is  the  mother  of  six  children,  viz.  ; Kate,  born  February 
nth,  1836;  Stephen  C.,  October  22nd,  1837;  Francis 
G.,  February  3d,  1840  ; .Ymy  C.,  July  4th,  1844  ; Wil- 
liim  C.,  June  20th.  1851  ; and  Thomas,  February  2nd, 
1853.  Her  post-office  address  is  Lake  Road. 

.Andrew  M.  Hoag  came  into  this  town  in  1826.  from 
Lockport.  His  occupation  is  that  of  a farmer  and  car- 
penter. He  was  born  January  21st,  1S26.  in  Lockport. 
He  was  married  to  Hannah  Horsfall,  December  2nd, 
1853.  Fler  parents  lived  in  this  town.  His  post-office 
address  is  Barker’s. 

James  Hoffman  is  a farmer  residing  in  the  west  part  of 
the  town.  Post-office,  West  Somerset.  He  was  born 
in  1810,  in  Steuben  county,  X.  Y.  He  was  married  in 

1833  to  .Miss  Betsey  'rownsend,  and  removed  to  Somerset, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  He  is  the  father  of  six  ciiild- 
ren,  who  were  born  in  the  years  following  ; Phehe  jane. 

1834  ; Benjamin  F.,  1836  ; Edwin  M.,  rlS4i  ; .Annette  M.. 
1845  ’ Xewton  L..  1 8 J7  ; Ida  .M.,  1849. 

.Mrs.  ()!i.e  .M.  Ibi  d w.is  born  in  Vat  ( ir'ear.^  c 1 ^ . 

V V..  .■^v] 'temi 'er  2.s;ii.  1827.  She  was  marrie<l  ,\  i,. 
iier  13th,  1849,  to  Daniel  1).  1'.,  son  of  Da\  id  an.!  Kliz- 
al.cth  Hov'd,  of  Ridgewaiv,  X.  V.  Thev  moved  from 

V ati-s  to  Suiiu  r'.  i ( »(  lober  l^t.  iS^j.  Mr.  llrxnl  died 
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(October  i ith,  iSoS.  a^cd  4S  years  and  5 months.  Of  their 
two  sons,  r.iirroiiiths  I).  was  born  October  12th,  1853, 
and  Wilber  Ch,  June  23d,  1857. 

CeorLte  K,  Ho(;d.  farmer  by  occu])ation,  was  born  in 
Otsego  countv,  N'.  in  1815,  and  came  from  that 

county  to  Somerset  in  1837.  lie  lias  been  married  tliree 
times,  and  as  many  times  bereft  of  the  sharer  of  his  sor- 
rows, and  tile  partner  of  liis  joys.  His  first  wife,  Deii/.a 
Stockwell,  died  .\pril  2nd,  1844;  his  second  wife,  Mary 

L.  Xye,  died  June  30th,  1846;  his  tiiird  wife,  .\ilriana 

M. ,  daughter  of  Hon.  Asa  H.  Brown,  died  M.irrh  23rd. 

1871.  Children  have  been  born  to  him  as  follows: 

Harlan  P.,  Seiitember  2otli,  1837;-  Emma  A.,  October 
20th.  1840;  Oeorge  H.,  .May  28th,  1850. 

Rev.  Jesse  T.  Humphrey,  wh.o  was  assigned  to  Somer- 
set by  the  Oenesee  M.  K.  Conference  in  October,  1877, 
w.as  born  January  23r(.l,  1832,  at  Penn’s  Xeck,  .Salem 
county,  X.  J.  Early  in  life  he  joined  the  Methotlist 
Fipiscopal  churih,  and  has  passed  through  the  different 
grades  from  a private  member  to  a traveling  preacher, 
having  in  the  meantime  graduated  with  honor  to  himself 
and  the  cause  he  represents.  He  has  thus  far  been  very 
successful  on  ail  the  charges  to  which  he  had  been  as- 
signed. He  was  married  December  i8th,  1S55,  to  Miriam 
Mattson,  of  Penn’s  X'eck,  X^.  J. 

Hon.  Ouy  C.  Humphrey,  one  of  the  honored  men  of 
the  town,  and  of  the  second  Assembly  district,  was  born 
in  Orwell,  Vt.,  in  iSai,  and  settled  in  Somerset  in  1831. 
Pie  was  married  in  1833  to  Louisa,  daughter  of  \\'illiam 
M.  Hr.mphrey.  of  Somerset.  Mr.  H.  owns  and  manages 
a farm  of  23S  acres.  In  1871  he  lost  her  whom  he  had 
chosen  for  hi,-,  coiniianion  tlirough  life.  The  jieople  of 
his  Assembh  di'^trict  did  him  the  honor  of  trusting  their 
legislative  affairs  in  his  hands  in  the  years  1865  and  1S66, 
which  trust  he  fa'tPfidly  perfo.nned.  His  townsmen  have 
also  honored  him  with  the  office  of  supervisor  of  their 
town  for  the  years  1858-61.  and  1S76-7S. 

Gurdon  T.  Huntingdon  was  born  in  Batavia,  X.  Y., 
December  13th,  1825.  He  came  from  Genesee  county 
to  Somerset  in  1S34,  and  was  married  September  17th, 
1845,  to  Sally  L.'.  daughter  of  J.  and  E.  Bloomer,  of  Som- 
erset. Gurdon  Huntingdon,  sen.,  died  September  15th, 

1 86 7,  aged  83. 

iV.  C.  James,  a fruit-fai mer,  was  born  in  Morrison,  111., 
in  184.1.  He  married  .Mabei.  daughter  of  John  E.  and 
Johana  W'right.  o!  Washington  county,  X.  Y.  Mr.  James 
located  in  Somerset  in  1876. 

Benjamin  G.  Knowles  came  from  Genesee  countv,  X’. 
Y..  and  located  liere  in  1S53.  He  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1807,  and  was  marri-,;d  July  -}th,  1833,  to  .Alice, 
i.laughler  of  Joe!  and  Clarissa  Phillips.  Mr.  K..  is  by 
orcujiatiun  a gaidner.  Mrs.  .Mice  Knowles  died  Xo- 
vember  i5tli,  1874.  Mr.  K.  was  again  married,  to  .Mar_\' 
J.  Rolll,  of  Yales,  (>i leans  county,  by  whom  he  has  two 
sons.  B\-  his  former  wife  he  has  one  son.  .Vll'crt,  horn 
Itetembcr  31st,  1831.  Post-office,  County  I.ine,  X\  Y. 

('scar  M.ion  w.is  liorn  in  Hi’,  in  ( )sw  euo  c.ninl  \ , 
X-  \.  Dn  'in;  3J‘.l;  i4  j.uv,..ir\,  it'53.  lu;  w:,.-  married  to 
H.ann.ih  lb,  dmagater  of  I.  lb.  and  D.  Merritt,  of  bonier- 


set.  He  came  to  this  town  in  1S34  with  his  parents.  He 
was  elected  sheriff  of  Xiagara  county  in  1869,  and  served 
three  years  from  January  ist,  1870.  He  is  engaged  in 
farming,  owns  a steam  saw-mill  and  manufactures  lumber, 
barrel  heading,  sta\es,  etc.  His  children  are  Willis  T , 
who  was  born  January  13th,  1857;  Ered  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 13th,  1S59,  and  .Mertie  M.,  born  April  6th,  1S76. 
His  post-office  is  South  Somerset. 

Stephen  Mead  was  born  in  Ovid,  Seneca  count}-,  Xb  Y., 
in  1819.  He  located  in  Somerset  in  1S39,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1840  to  Phelie,  daughter  of  James  and  Betsev 
Prime  of  Allegany  county,  X.  Y.  He  is  a farmer  and 
stock  sfieculator. 

Homer  D.  .Mead  was  born  in  Somerset  in  1S42,  and 
married  in  1867  to  .Missjulia  Yan  Wagoner,  of  Lockport. 
Mr.  Mead  is  a farmer  by  occupation  and  resides  in  the 
I norihwest  part  of  the  town.  His  post-office  is  bake  R(<ad. 

Marcus  X'oble,  a farmer  by  occupation,  has  237  acre-; 
of  land,  located  in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  He 
has  been  a resident  of  this  town  for  thirty-eight  years. 
He  was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  in  i8o8.  He 
was  married  XMeember  2nd,  1831,  to  Amelia  Eucklev, 
who  departed  this  life  September  9th,  1S32.  Mr.  Xoble 
( was  again  married,  October  3rd,  1833,  to  Abigail,  da'c.ghter 
j of  Thomas  and  Jerusha  Sherwood,  of  Somerset,  Xb  Y. 
He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  town  for  four  years. 
Ele  has  one  son,  Romeyn,  married  in  1867  to  Miss  Ellen 
Stewart.  Post-office,  West  Somerset. 

Adam  Pease  w'as  born  in  the  town  of  Groton,  Cavuga 
county,  Xb  Y.,  in  1808.  His  parents.  John  A.  and  Han- 
nah Pease,  were  born  and  married  in  Xew  Jersev.  They 
removed  in  1799  to  Cayuga  county,  Xb  Y.,  where  they 
raised  a family  of  two  boys  and  sI.k  girls.  In  the  spring 
of  1817  they  emigrated  into  the  wilderness  that  then 
covered  the  town  of  Somerset.  Here  the  j/ioneer  died  ir. 
August,  1S48,  having  survived  his  wife  some  years.  .Adam 
Pease  is  now  the  only  survivor  of  the  large  family  to 
which  he  belonged.  He  has  lived  in  Somerset  sixty- 
one  years.  M’hen  twenty  years  old  he  bought  of  his 
father  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  The  log  house 
and  barn  then  on  the  place  ha\'e,  under  Air.  Pe-.'.se’s  man- 
agement, given  way  to  a good  cobblestone  house,  fronted 
with  lake  stone  of  the  first  grade  and  finished  in  the  iiidsi 
I substantia!  manner,  with  out  buildings  to  correspond, 
j The  farm  is  stocked  with  a plenty  and  variet}'  of  fr.ii:. 
I Mr.  Pease’s  sister  Polly  was  his  housekeeper  for  nine 
j years,  during  the  last  three  of  which  ho  made  .-ix  ratlicr 
I un[;leasant  journeys  to  Xew  Jersey  to  settle  up  hi.s  father’.-; 
i affairs  in  that  State.  He  never  mourned  over  this  brei- 
I ncss,  however,  for  it  nuele-  him  acquainted  with  M.ir..'.rel 
j Patten,  whom  he  marrieel  Xovember  6th,  1836,  and.  r.-- 
I nHived  to  his  wihle'rnoss  homo.  Six  daughter.-;  and  t'.;o 

! sons  ha\e  been  born  to  them.  'J'heir  daughtir  Penr.il:.’. 

died  at  the  age  of  one  year  and  three  mentlcs:  all  '!:e 
\ others  are  fixing.  .Mrs.  Pease  died  .\ugusf  lotl:,  1871 
j To  his  oldest  son.  William  H.  11.,  Mr.  Pease  in:;  --  ;•! 

' his  f.irm,  :’.!ter  m iking  certain  reserves. 

! Willi. un  lienry  IIani>i)n  Pea.se  wu-'  born  .1.  • 

; Dc' emb'ar  24th,  [8.|,i,  1 le  w.is  married  .\l.iicli  ij'ii,!'".'. 


372 


HISTORY  OF  NT  AGAR  A COUNTY.  NEW  YORK. 


1 


to  Lucy  Richmond,  of  Mount  Morris.  Livingston  county,  | 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Pease  is  one  of  the  wide-awake,  enterprising  i 
farmers  of  the  town,  Post-offire,  Barker's.  j 

Lawton  I’ettit,  who  has  been  postmaster  at  Lake  ! 

Road  for  about  twehe  years,  was  born  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  | 

in  i8i6.  His  occupaEion  is  farming.  He  was  married  Feb-  j 
ruary  i6th,  1S43.  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and 
Mary  Whitlock.  He  has  resided  in  Somerset  since  1S43. 

H is  children  are:  Joel,  born  January  5111,1846,  and  Betsey  I 
Jane  Jenks,  adopted  daughter,  born  June  24th,  1843. 

H.  W..  son  of  William  Ps.andall,  was  born  in  Wheat- 
field  .\pril  29th,  1S42.  He  located  in  Somerset  in  the 
sipring  of  1864  as  2 farmer.  September  6th,  1869,  he 
iii.irried  Miss  Susie,  daughter  of  William  and  Susan 
U'alts,  of  Hartland,  N.  Y.  | 

Mrs.  Sara  Sawyer,  whose  maiden  name  was  Curtis,  ! 
was  born  in  this  towm,  and  was  married  to  William  Saw- 
yer, of  Lockport,  January  tst,  1S70.  Mr.  Sawyer  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  J.  N.  Curtis,  father  of  Mrs.  Saw- 
yer, came  to  Niagara  county  in  1840,  and  died  December 
5th,  1875.  Mrs.  Sawyer  has  one  child,  Fred  C..  born 
October  apth,  1873.  Post-office  address.  Lake  Road. 

Charles  P.  Schry\er,  a native  of  Hyde  Park.  N.Y.,  was 
born  November  14th,  1814.  He  was  married  September 
i6th,  1840,  to  Amanda  Still,  and  located  in  Somerset  in 
1845.  His  first  wife  died  September  14th,  1865,  and  he 
married,  March  3rd,iS66,  Thomima,  daughter  of  William  | 
and  Maria  Brass,  of  Yates,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Schryver  is  a 
mechanic  and  builder.  Post-office,  Barker’s. 

William  M.  Sharpsteen  lives  upon  the  farm  on  which  he 
was  born  May  28th,  1828.  He  was  married  to  Miss  ■ 
Louisa  A.  Hathaway,  of  Cambria,  November  19th,  1865.  ^ 

He  is  a farmer,  and  lives  near  the  center  of  the  town.  ; 

His  post-office  is  Barker’s.  His  lather,  Humphrey,  came  ' 

into  this  town  in  1814,  built  a log  cabin,  suffered  and  en-  i 

dared  with  the  other  pioneers  of  this  town.  | 

fohn  Sherwood  is  a native  of  Clarkson,  Monroe 
county,  N.  Y.  He  was  bom  in  1834;  came  to  this  town 
in  the  spring  of  1S35:  and  married  in  1865  Miss  Mary 
He  IS,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Martha  Fless.  He  has  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  is  located  in 
the  west  part  of  the  town,  and  carries  on  farming  exten-  j 
sively.  Flis  post-office  is  West  Somerset.  j 

S.  E.  Smith  is  the  owner  of  a farm  of  200  acres  in  the  i 

west  p.irt  of  tlie  town.  He  was  born  in  1S14,  in  Had-  : 

dam.  Conn.  In  1856  he  was  married  to  Ruth,  daughter  : 
of  Daniel  Knowlton,  of  (.Ineida  county,  N.  Y.  He  reiiio\  ed  j 
to  Niag.'ira  county  in  1836.  Post-office,  M'est  Somerset.  i 
Ceorge  H.  Tailor  w.-.s  born  January  2!st,  1S37,  in  ! 

Yates,  N.  Y.  He  is  a farmer,  and  waN  a justice  of  the  ! 
peace  from  1872  to  1877.  He  was  mairied  January  icth,  ' 
1861,  to  Harriet  .\.,  daughter  of  A.  D.  and  Lucy  Foote,  of 
•Somerset,  N.  Y.  He  located  in  this  lown  in  18O1.  Post- 
office,  County  I.ine.  j 


John  P.  Townsend  came  from  Jefferson  county,  and 
settled  in  Somerset  in  1865.  He  was  born  in  Antwerp, 
December  3d,  1S21.  He  was  married  March  8th,  1846. 
to  Cynthia,  daughter  of  .\hram  and  Margaret  Perkins. 
They  have  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
.Mr.  Townsend  is  a farmer.  Post-office,  Barker’s.  His 
father  is  still  living,  aged  82;  his  mother,  75;  and  mother- 
in-law,  86. 

Robert  R. Treat  was  born  in  .Mendon,  Monroe  county, N. 
Y.,  in  1819,  and  married  in  1849  to  Betsey  S.,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Catharine  Vickery,  who  died  May  14th, 
1873.  ITeat  located  in  Somerset  in  1851,  and  was 

again  married  February  27th,  1878,  to  Delia,  daughterof 
.A.sa  and  Olive  Kenyon,  of  Somerset,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Treat  is 
a carpenter  and  joiner,  and  manufacturing  miller  of  the 
firm  of  Treat  & Wickham.  Post-office,  Somerset,  N.  Y- 
He  has  three  children;  Elgie  E.,  Flora  A.,  and  FTla  M. 

Cornelius  Treat  is  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  located 
here  in  1843,  coming  from  Yates  county,  N.  Y.  He  was 
born  March  3rd,  1832,  and  married  April  15th,  1S62,  to 
Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Anson,  and  Polly  Robinson,  of 
Somerset. 

Andrew  R.  Webb  was  born  in  Hartland  May  29th, 
1846.  He  was  married  February  nth,  1868,  to  Annie, 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  Miller,  of  the  town  of 
Yates,  Orleans  county,  N.Y.  He  removed  to  Som.erset 
in  1872,  and  is  a farmer  by  occupation.  His  townsmen 
have  honored  him  with  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace. 

Jeremiah  Whekham  is  a thirty-year  resident  of  this 
town,  having  come  here  from  Onondaga  county  in  1848. 
He  is  a carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  for  the  past 
nine  years  a manufacturing  miller.  He  has  been  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  was  re-elected 
in  the  spring  of  1878  for  another  term.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1848  to  Harriet  Baker,  who  died  in  1863.  In 
1865  Mr.  Wickham  was  married  to  Sarah  A.,  daughterof 
Ira  and  Betsey  Wadsworth.  He  is  the  father  of  si.v 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Francis  O.,  Mary 
A.,  Edwin  J.,  Leon  W. 

Charles  ^V.  Wilcox  was  born  in  Oneida  countv,  N.  Y.. 
and  settled  here  in  1837.  He  is  a fruit  farmer,  owning 
one  hundred  acres.  He  was  married  December  8th, 
1864,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  Wilcox,  of 
Orwell,  \'t.,  who  was  a cousin  of  Hon.  Alexander  II 
Stevens,  of  Georgia. 

Joseph  W.  Wing  came  to  this  town  from  Erie  countv, 
N.  Y.,  in  1S44.  He'  was  born  in  Duanesburg.  N.  Y., 
June  ist,  1839.  He  vas  married  to  Helen  C..  daughter 
of  Marvin  and  Nancy  Hess,  of  Somerset.  N.  Y.,  Jainiiary 
14th,  1864.  His  fatiier,  Daniel  P.  M ing,  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  tliis  town,  and  was  assessor  for  se\er.i! 
years.  He  died  .\pril  12th,  1878.  Mr.  M'ing  is  .i 
farmer. 
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EARLY  HISTORY  OF  WHEATFIELT). 


THE  TOWN  OF  WHEATFIELD. 


MIICATFIELI)  was  taken  from  Niagara,  May 
1 2th,  1S36,  and  named  from  the  general 
character  of  the  soil  as  a wlieat  producing 
section  of  the  county.  The  first  town 
meeting  was  held  on  the  6th  of  June,  in 


the  school-hojise  of  district  No.  7,  on  the  north 
line  of  the  town.  N.  M.  Ward  was  elected  super- 
visor. and  Edwin  Cook  town  clerk;  assessors,  Isaac  H. 
Smith,  James  Sweeney,  Hiram  Parks;  justices  of  the  [leace, 
L.  B.  Warden,  John  Sweeney;  commissioners  of  highways, 
Elias  Parks,  Matthew  Gray:  collector.  Stewart  Milliman; 
overseer  of  the  poor,  William  Towsley;  constables, 
Stewart  Milliman,  Daniel  C.  Jacobs,  Calvin  F.  Champlin, 
Seth  F.  Roberts;  commissioners  of  schools,  Isaac  L.  Young, 
James  Sweeney,  Loyal  E.  Edwards. 

“At  a meeting  of  the  school  commissioners,  August 
loth,  it  was  resolved  that  this  school  district  be  composed 
of  the  following  territory:  Lots  76,  77,  78  and  79,  on  the 
mile  reservation,  and  lots  10,  12,  14  and  19  of  township 
twelve,  range  eight,  according  to  the  Holland  Company’s 
survey,  so-called;  and  that  the  same  be  known  as  school 
district  No.  i,  of  said  town  of  Wheatfield.” 

In  the  spring  of  1845,  it  was  voted  that  the  town  pay  a 
bounty  of  twelve  shillings  for  wild  cat  scalps,  and  five 
dollars  for  wolves’  heads. 


PIONEER  SETTLEMENTS. 

Evidence  remains  of  worthy  enterprise  undertaken  by 
such  as  broke  into  the  wilderness  as  early  a?  1S24. 
locating  upon  the  higher  ground  and  ridges  without 
roads,  neighbors  or  trading  places.  But  few  are  left  to 
consult;  such  of  the  early  pioneers  as  have  lieen  con- 
sulted or  can  be  traced,  it  is  found  interesting  to  make 
some  mention  of  as  witnesses  in  the  siege  of  the  forest,  who 
stood  in  the  front  rank  and  made  the  most  valiant  attack.  | 

Plarvey  Miller  caiiie  from  Ro<  hesler  in  Januarv,  1824,  ' 

and  settled  on  the  Lockport  and  Niagara  Falls  road,  in  i 

the  northern  part  of  the  town,  purchasing  too  acres  of  ' 

the  Holland  Contpany  at  $5  per  acre,  on  contract,  ad-  : 
vancing,  as  customary,  twenty-five  dollars  for  an  article. 

His  eopiipments  tor  beginning  were  two  yoke  of  steers, 
an  a.x  and  scant  provision^  and  lodgings.  Encouraged 
by  a worthy  ) oun'.;  wife  he  commenced  to  labor  for  th.e 
success  tliat  has  rewarded  ins  eflorts  ; thev  now  look  o\ er 
three  hundred  acre-,  of  culti\ated  fields  that  afford  homes  ; 

for  themselves  and  their  ciiildren,  wlio  are  their  nearest  j 

neighbors.  Mr,  Miller  was  a ])ioneer  in  Rcu  hester,  where  i 

his  latfier  located  bettu'e  the  wiiLlerness  h.ul  been  sub-  l 


dued.  In  181  r he  took  the  job  of  clearing  what  is  now 
Buffalo  street  in  that  city.  He  states  that  the  fir^t  winter 
he  lived  in  \\'heatf:e!d,  with  the  assistance  of  a voiing 
man,  he  chopfied  twenty-five  acres,  which  he  cleared  in 
the  spring  for  suitable  crops.  During  the  summer  he 
cleared  the  balance  to  sow  eighteen  acres  of  winter 
wheat  ; the  piece  jircduced  eight  hundred  busheE.  which 
he  sold  to  other  settlers  as  they  came  in  at  75  cents  per 
bushel,  threshing  it  on  a sjdit  log  floor,  during  the  winter, 
assisted  by  his  wife  in  cleaning  it.  As  a road  commis- 
sioner he  directed  the  opening  of  all  the  first  roads  in 
the  town.  Active  in  performing  the  public  duties  assigned 
him,  he  has  not  been  without  their  honors.  He  is  now 
acting  as  sole  trustee  of  a large  school  district.  No.  .8, 
which  has  an  average  attendance  of  from  fifty  to  si.xty 
scholars,  receiving  for  1878  §i6o  of  the  public  money. 
The  first  school  in  the  district  was  taught  by  Ira  Benedict, 
in  1826.  Mr.  iMiller’s  age  is  79  ; that  of  his  wife,  Matilda, 
77.  Mr.  Miller  credits  N.  M.  Ward  with  raising  the  first 
wheat  in  the  town. 

Shawnee  was  named  by  Timothy  Shaw,  who,  in  con- 
nection with  Volney  Spalding,  established  a store  and 
ashery  in  1828.  The  hamlet  contains  a dry-goods  and 
grocery  store,  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop,  a post-office, 
and  a small,  neatly  constructed  Methodist  Ej'iscoijal 
church,  erected  in  1863.  The  earliest  preaching  was 
of  that  denomination,  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Hoag  and 
Cole. 

The  first  religious  organization  was  perfected  by  the 
Rev.  Reuben  Winchell,  who  also  established  the  first  Baj'- 
tist  church  in  Lockjiort.  The  Shawnee  Baptist  ciiurch. 
was  instituted  in  the  barn  of  Har\ey  Miller.  July  :no. 
’830.  Removal  of  members  and  influx  of  a [/re\ailmg 
Imtheran  population  has  given  the  latter  the  (il.tce  of  the 
former  Baptist  t onnection.  The  land  for  the  ilv.ircli 
building  was  donated  by  Isaac  Carl  in  1847,  and  the 
church  erected  the  same  year. 

]ohn  Grey  located  about  a mile  south  of  Shannee  m 
1825,  coming  from  l.iving.Nton  county.  He  puri  h.V'.  d o- 
the  Holland  Comp.tny  eights -four  acres  at  ;v5  per  .n  r,.-. 

THE  GERMAN  NEK  i H B(  )RHO(  )DS. 

No  better  evidence  can  be  prtuluced  c-t  the  rertaii'ts 
of  cheering  results  frons  indu'-try  and  frugabtv.  tlt.in 
afl.irdied  bs  toe  .u.  ha.  s enwnt  > of  ihi  1 la  ■ i 
svho  0\v  n the  i '.rgc.'i  portion  of  tiie  f.nm;n_  : f 
this  town.  'The  chara(  ter  of  .i  piodmtise  .i„r  c.!l";r  . 
region,  reilecmed  from  sw:nnj)s  and  m.it>he'.  i'  due 
to  them. 
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SeLtlfiiicnts  in  tiu- diftArcnt  localities  were  simultaneous. 

In  [S.|3  (Jarl  Sack,  Krdman  \Vurl  and  Fred  Orosskopf 
l^urch.ised  (T  \\'illiani  Vandervoote  400  acres,  at  §15  per 
a<  re,  on  the  Tonawanda  creek,  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  town,  four  miles  east  of  Tonawanda  village,  at  what  ; 
is  now  known  as  the  village  of  M ak  1'ins\  ii.i.k.  I.’uth-  | 
eran  religious  antecedents  caused  the  adoption  of  this 
name  by  the  disci])les  of  Martin  laither.  'I'he  original 
purchase  was  divided  into  small  lots  of  three  acres  and  u]j- 
ward,  as  others  were  able  to  [)urciuise,  to  provide  for  the 
location  of  thirty  families  the  first  season.  They  erected 
ten  log  houses  in  the  autumn,  each  of  which  was  occuihed 
by  three  or  four  families  during  the  winter  and  until  joint 
efforts  relieved  the  immigrants  by  building  others.  The 
families  remained  in  buffalo  until  the  first  houses  were 
built,  obtaining  the  best  accommodations  they  could  find. 
Forbidding  as  the  prosjject  in  the  beginning  must  have 
been,  it  has  been  changed  to  the  appearance  of  pros- 
perity. 

The  church  organization  is  the  controling  element  in 
the  government  of  the  community,  now  consisting  of  one 
hundred  families,  connected  with  the  two  now  e.\.isting, 
t!ie  result  of  divided  feeling,  but  not  an  abandonment  of 
the  Lutheran  faith.  The  first  church  building  was  erected 
in  1846.  The  present  minister  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stecholz. 
Connected  with  the  church  is  a private  school,  taught  by 
the  minister,  averaging  twenty  scholars. 

The  second  church  was  built  in  1S61;  minister.  Rev.  P.  1 

1 

Heid.  With  this  there  is  also  a school  sustained,  managed  ! 
by  Albert  Dornfeld,  varying  in  regular  attendance  from  ! 
seventy-fi\e  to  one  hundred  scholars.  The  English  and 
German  are  taught  in  both  schools. 

The  business  places  and  dwellings  are  located  on  one 
street,  following  the  banks  of  the  creek.  A lively  aspect 
of  business  is  sustained  by  two  establishments,  in  pros- 
perous condition,  connected  with  the  manufacture  of 
lumber.  William  Dornfeld  and  Christian  Fritz  in  1S56 
purchased  the  first  saw-mill,  which  was  built  by  Joseph 
Hewett.  Christian  Fritz  built  his  saw-mill  and  planing- 
mill  in  i860,  with  which  is  connected  a dry  kiln  and 
lumber-yard  of  pine  to  suoply  the  surrounding  country. 

William  Dornfeld  and  Krull  brothers,  proprietors  of  | 
the  planmg-mill,  sash,  door  and  blind  factory,  erected  in 
1876,  investing  in  buildings  and  machinery  3'^, 000,  con- 
nected a lumber  yard  for  the  sale  of  pine.  They  do  an 
annual  business  of  ^sio.ooo,  supplying  an  e.xtended  sec- 
tion of  country;  an  active  business  is  transacted  by  them,  ! 
affording  steady  employment  to  twenty-five  or  thirty  i 
meclianics  .ind  day  laborers.  .Steam  is  the  only  jiower  i 
availalile.  | 

William  Dornfeld  carries  on  the  principal  dry  goods  .ind  ^ 
general  supidy  stiKe,  h.iving  begun  business  in  1S51.  'I'o  | 
got  a start  in  bu>ine^.-s,  the  (.anal  was  his  first  attraction.  ! 
An  abandoned  and  sunken  t anal  boat  was  obtained  on  : 
crcvlit,  uiiichthe  ).-urchaser  raised  aiui  made  pr<'fitaijle 
use  of.  The  .M.trtinsAlle  Hotel  is  the  only  one  in  the  vil- 
lage. In  it  thic  post-office  is  kept.  ! 

Of  the  earlv  immigrants  but  few  are  left,  bent  in  the  j 
.attitude  of  c'ld  age.  Christian  Dornfeld  located  with 


others  in  1843,  purchased  sixac  res  Of  Yandervoote,  and  is 
still  living,  aged  79  ; his  wife,  .Sopiiia.  died  in  i.St>c,  aged 
56  ; his  children  li\ing  arc  William  and  .VUiert,  and  two 
other  sons  in  the  \\'est. 

New  bERonorz  was  settled  in  1843  by  a German 
Lutheran  congregation,  which  emigrated  from  Prussia.  It 
is  named  after  the  large  \illage  of  bergholz  in  Germany, 
from  which  a great  number  of  families  of  this  congrega- 
tion came.  Frederick  Moll,  John  Williams  and  John  by, 
as  trustees,  purchased  the  land  for  an  association  styled 
the  Lutheran  Evangelical,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  members.  The  land  was  conveyed  in  deeds, 
dated  October  12th,  1843,  by  the  Farmers’  Loan  and 
Trust  Company,  820  acres,  consideration,  ;^5.74l^o°  1 
William  L.  Marcy  and  wife  iA\’ashington  Hunt,  attor- 
ney,, 176J4  acres,  consideration,  ;^i.7fi5  1 by  Washington 
Hunt  for  1 18  acres,  consideration,  :^2,ooo — near  h.alf  of 
the  village  plot  ; by  John  J.  De  Graff,  for  200  acres,  con- 
sideration, $3,000,  including  the  balance  of  the  \ ill.tge  ; 
by  blundina  Dudley,  for  456  acres,  consideration,  $2,736: 
by  the  Farmers’  Loan  and  Trust  Company  November 
14th,  1S43  , for  349  acres,  consideration,  ,$2,792. 

The  trustees  caused  a map  to  be  made  by  W.  S.  Hains. 
designating  121  village  lots,  located  upon  parallel  and  di- 
agonal streets,  of  convenient  width,  and  an  am[fie  public 
square,  by  a general  deed,  executed  by  the  trustees 
October  12th,  1S43,  they  convey  to  Augustiis  iManske  and 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  others,  each  a lot  of  one  acre. 
The  village  has  a present  population  of  fifty  families,  oc- 
cupying tenements. 

A large  barn  that  had  been  previously  built — it  is 
thought  to  accommodate  lumber  teams — was  used  to  shel- 
ter the  first  population,  in  which  they  were  stowed  until 
houses  could  be  built.  In  four  weeks  a sufficient  num- 
ber were  got  in  readiness  to  take  in  four  or  five  families 
in  one  house,  relieving  them  from  the  more  uncomfort- 
able condition  in  the  over-crowded  store-house.  V.'ash- 
ington  Hunt  presented  the  community  an  ox  team  to  aid 
them  in  building — the  first  they  possessed  in  the  country. 
The  erection  of  log  buildings  was  continued  until  one 
was,  during  the  first  season,  placed  upon  nearh-  every  lot 
that  had  been  deeded. 

The  community  had  connected  with  them  the  necessary 
mechanics  : a blacksmith.  carj)cnter  and  joiner,  mason, 
tailor,  shoemaker,  and  cabinet-maker.  The  sale  of  wood 
for  three  and  as  high  as  five  dollars  fjer  cord  at  Niagar.t 
F'alls,  Tonawanda  and  buffalo,  mostly  transported  b}'  sin- 
gle horse  teams,  and  the  sale  of  ship  tim'oer  and  st.avo, 
were  important  aids  to  furnish  means  of  subsistence  and 
clearing  the  land.  Potatoes  and  garden  vegetables  were 
the  principal  product  for  the  first  six  or  seven  ye.,r.>. 

John  Salingre  was  a member  of  the  community  fir-r 
locating;  bringing  with  him  a capital  of  $20,000.  His 
benevolence  and  readiness  to  assist  the  less  able  .tnd  such 
as  \verc  'A  itl'ii'ul  me. ins  w ere  l eiaal  upen.  ' . 1 ' ' 

pointmeut  of  any  who  were  indnstriou-  • : r.  m 
aiding  them  as  a duty,  often  withotit  any  other  returns 
than  the  gratification  he  experienced  in  domg  otliers 
good.  He  died  in  i.tnu.uw,  1871,  .iged  69.  Two  lU'  tlie 


'V  /5i»y> 


. I ii  “ ■'  *M  f " jiitfiii* -f’i  III  (“jiivtnshiv? 

i ' I.  •• 

!"U  r / ,>.,j.'',  < '•'V 

~ . ■■'  ■/  ji>  i['<i  If  !»'  ,ii 

>:j_  ’ i -n.i.-f  *.  • *i|i  do  ,;ii  II. 

' • -.;  ? I ; '!  «'  ■■'I* 

’ _ ■ 'i  " 

' ^ ...  . ''  ’’ 

„ i . <•••  '.i<  Ml  .^••'...1' 

• • . . j ' 11  ■ 


,1 


I 


in' 


-.  '-i 

■n'i> 


U U 


.1  - 


v1*r  - i I /L  i 


T 


U'*l  : V' 


- ' > v;-s 

■ i-.U 

,ri:  'n  h 

'i  .1  M.i/,. 

.-i5t  a,i 

- i ll 

■ ,f)J 

a^pd 

NEW  [U',K(iH()I,Z  AND  ST.  jOHNSRURC',. 


original  trustees  are  still  living.  One  is  John  Williams, 
who  located  upoia  the  first  purchase,  one  and  a half  miles  ! 
from  the  \ illage,  where  he  now  resides  at  the  age  of  70.  | 

One  son,  John,  jr.,  lives  in  Wheatfield.  The  other  sur- 
viving trustee  is  Frederick  Moll,  aged  71. 

Christian  Wolf  located  in  1843,  purchasing  forty  acres 
of  the  trustees’  land,  and  starting  the  first  dry-goods  and 
grocery  store  the  same  year.  John  Sy  purchased  in 
1844,  on  the  original  tract,  102  acres,  where  his  son  ; 
Daniel  now  resides  mion  a highly  cultivated  farm.  He  1 
died  March  i8lh.  1S61,  aged  49;  his  wife,  Justine,  May 
24th,  1873,  aged  75.  The  first  post-office  was  established 
in  1850,  and  John  Sy  was  postmaster. 

These  Lutherans  left  their  old  country  for  conscience 
sake,  as  the  King  of  Prussia,  Frederick  William  III.,  in- 
troduced by  force  the  union  of  the  Lutheran  and  Reform- 
ed churches  in  his  reign,  and  persecuted  by  distraining 
and  imprisonment  all  those  Lutherans  who  jirolested 
against  such  violation  of  their  conscience  and  refused  to 
accept  the  new  church  book,  in  which  the  Lutheran  con- 
fession is  altered  and  accommodated  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  Reformed  church.  Many  hundred  families  preferred 
to  depart  from  their  homes  and  fatherland  rather  than  to 
deny  their  faith.  Therefore  a great  number  of  families 
emigrated  to  Australia,  and  many  others  to  America  from 
1839  until  1844. 

For  a year  from  the  autumn  of  1S43,  Rev.  J.  An.  A. 
Grabau,  from  Buffalo,  came  to  Bergholz  from  time  to 
time,  preached  and  administered  the  holy  sacraments. 
When  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ehrenstroem,  former  jiastor  of  the 
congregation,  arrived  from  Germany,  where  he  was  im- 
prisoned a j ear.  after  the  removal  of  his  parishioners,  he 
again  became  pastor,  but  he  only  remained  for  about  one 
year,  and  was  succeeded  in  1S45  by  Rev.  Henry  von 
Rohr.  This  gentleman  had  been  a captain  in  the  Prussian 
arm.)’,  and  was  a learned  man.  He  remained  a.s  pastor  until 
his  deatlj  in  1S74. 

During  the  first  years  the  new  settlers  had  to  combat 
with  many  difficulties,  and  could  not  build  a church 
before  1846,  for  the  lots  svhich  they  had  appointed  for 
church  grounds,  as  well  as  their  own  lots  and  farms,  had 
to  be  cleared.  Therefore  they  arranged  and  furnished  a 
large  barn  as  well  as  ])Ossible  for  a place  of  worship.  But 
in  1S46  the  new  church  was  dedicated  and  called  “ Holy 
Ghost  Church.” 

The  first  sc'nool  teacher  was  Mr.  Stowasser,  who  emi- 
grated with  the  others;  and  after  he  moved  to  Wisconsin 
Mr.  G.  Pvchwald  became  his  successor,  remaining  until 
1857.  From  1857  until  1S74,  Mr.  Christian  Goers  was 
teacher. 

In  1845  Lutheran  Synod  of  Buffalo  was  organized 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  congregation  has  belonged  to  this 
synod  since  its  organiz.ation.  But  in  1866  a dissension 
arose  in  the  synod,  and  it  split  into  three  parts. 

In  conseiiUence  of  tins  dissension,  the  congregation  at 
Bcrgiioiz  also  split  into  two  parties  in  1807.  The  one 
party,  of  about  52  families,  joined  with  the  Missouri 
Synod,  renounced  its  old  pastor,  Mr.  Von  Ri.ihr.  and  called 
Rcc.  W.  Weinbaik;  a.s  tb.is  pait\-  had  the  majorit)  of 
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members  and  trustees,  it  remained  in  the  possession  ot 
the  whole  church  property,  consisting  of  abf)ut  leacrt  s 
of  land,  u itli  church,  parsonage  and  school-buildnia'.  ami 
cemetery. 

The  other  [larty.  of  about  37  families,  remainerl  witii 
the  paster,  Mr.  \'on  Rohr,  and  held  its  servi<  e>  .u  fir--t 
in  a private  bouse,  and  afterward  it  purchased  about  3 
acres  of  land,  with  dwelling,  on  the  south  side  ot  Cavuca 
creek,  arranged  the  hoime  for  a school,  and  built  a neu 
brick  church,  called  ” d'rinity  Church.”  In  1S74  Rev. 
.Mr.  Von  Rohr  died,  and  that  part  of  the  Buffalo  S\nod 
whose  president  he  was  dissoKed-in  M.iv,  1877  ; about 
two-thirds  of  the  Trinity  congregation  wished  t<j  unite 
again  with  the  Buffalo  .Stnod;  but  as  the  (jtlier  ji.irt  c 
not  willing,  and  called  the  Rev.  C.  Schatlow  from  .Michi- 
gan, the  two  parties  settled  about  the  |iosses.sion  of  the 
church  property,  so  that  the  second  party  remained  in  pos- 
session of  it  and  paid  a corresponding  sum  of  money  to 
the  first  party,  which  organized  the  " Lutheran  St.  Jacob',-. 
Congregation,”  pmrehased  one  acre  of  land  of  Mr.  Fred- 
erick Parchers,  and  built  a new  c him  h,  parsonage  and 
school-house.  The  St  Jacob's  org.tni/.ation  took  place  in 
1875,  and  a school-house  and  church  were  built  in  1876, 
and  the  parsonage  in  1877.  Church  wardens  are  Mr. 
William  Devantier  and  Mr.  Friedrich  Goers.  Tiie  tru-Uees 
at  present  are  the  Messrs.  W.  Wendt,  C.  .Meyer,  \\'iliiam 
Zimmermann,  Frederick  Hellers  and  Christian  Ferchen. 
The  congregation  consists  of  about  forty  families,  or 
one  hundred  and  fifty  communicants.  The  s;-hool  is  at- 
tended by  about  thirty  children.  For  two  years  from  its 
organization,  Rev.H.  Stecholz,  from  .Martinsville,  preached 
to  this  congregation  nearly  every  Sunday,  but  in  Septem- 
ber Rev.  John  A.  Grabau,  from  Detroit,  Mich.,  was  called, 
and  installed  October  27th,  1S77. 

Divine  service  takes  place  every  Sunday  forenoon  a:  9 
o'clock,  and  in  the  afternoon  at  two  o’clock;  also  every 
Wednesday  afternoon  at  one  o’clock  except  ;n  th.e  time 
of  harvest  and  on  the  days  of  the  .-Vpostles  and  oi'.ier 
festival  days. 

St.  JoH.xsnuRG  is  an  offspring  of  Bergholz.  and  situ- 
ated on  the  820  acres  deeded  by  the  Farmers'  Loan  .11.. i 
Trust  Company.  .-Vdvanced  to  the  want  ut  l.irger  jiu--es- 
sions  than  had  first  satisfied  them,  wiien  only  asj.iring  to 
a farm  of  one  acre,  some  of  the  immigr.ints  purcim  ..d 
from  ten  to  one  hundred  acres  apiece,  rendering  .,r 
new  homes  comfortable  and  am|)ly  pr.nitled  tor.  i':.c 
commodious  brick  church  was  built  iit  1S40.  now  aci  ...m- 
modating  a congregation  of  eighty  familie-.  Rev.  l-r..;,k 
W.  Si'hmitt  was  the  minister.  .\  scliool  at:. u lied  w.:- 
taught  bv  J.  Richdart.  the  number  of  schol.irs  av  er.iem. 
So.  There  is  a general  store,  in  which  the  I'u-t-orm  e m 
kein.  and  blacksmith,  wagon  and  h.irnes-^  siuips.  I i.'  ._.i 
separation  has  taken  ’place  to  form  another  net, h'...  h 

the  distinction  is  but  slight — ( bun  hv  >.  sch'>-jis  .imL 
tom--  .'fe  - ..st.UUed  ui'.'U  -’me  : , ; ^ 

S' bool  is  icier  .ted  th.m  the  Lut’.icr.-'i  ■:  r 

fourteen  ) ears  of  age.  .\t  six  vears  *>ld  ' m oc  ,a  ■. 

female  are  reijuired  to  enter  the  cl’.urch  si  !;.>.>!,  renu.m- 
ine  u'l  to  (lie  age  of  fourteen.  Tiie  i\  puremeiits  < : . 
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undeviating  confession  of  faith  in  the  church  ordinances 
are  sealed  by  confirmation,  when  the  restrictions  become 
less  ab.io!ute.  The  public  schools  are  thus  made  avail- 
able for  fuitiier  advance  in  obtaining  an  education  in  the 
English  and  German  languages.  The  teachers  are  in 
most  cases  highly  cultivated  clergymen,  and  do  not  fail 
to  insure  an  ailvance  of  the  scholars  e<iual  if  not  superior 
to  what  could  otherwise  be  obtained.  The  time  for  in- 
struction is  so  divided  that  less  hours  of  attendance  are 
required  during  the  summer  term  than  in  winter.  The 
time  required  by  the  parents  for  the  labor  of  the  children 
is  depended  upon  during  the  most  favorable  working 
season.  Public  school  No.  5 is  located  in  the  village, 
and  taught  by  C.  F.  Goers,  averaging  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  pupils  in  attendance  daily. 

New  ^\  a I, more  was  named  after  a village  in  Prussia, 
from  which  the  present  inhabitants  emigrated  in  1843. 
Possessed  of  the  requisite  means  to  make  an  independ- 
ent purch;.se  and  to  locate  on  larger  farms,  they  chose 
the  above  location,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town, 
purchasing  from  earlier  settlers  from  Pennsylvania  who 
had  made  considerable  improvements.  The  last  pur- 
chasers, from  twenty  to  twenty-five  in  number,  located 
at  the  same  time,  on  farms  varying  from  fifty  to  two 
hundred  acres.  Situated  on  somewhat  higher  land  and 
commencing  with  the  advantage  of  improvements,  the 
successful  growing  of  wheat  has  made  a prosperous  com- 
munity and  a wealthy  farming  district  of  the  county. 
The  location  is  adapted  to  the  production  of  apples,  but 
not  peaches.  The  neighborhood  and  vicinity  have  erect- 
ed a well  planned  brick  Lutheran  church,  built  in  1853. 

SUPERVISORS  OF  WHEATFIELD. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  supervisors  of  the 
town : 

In  1837,  Benjamin  ISIcNitt;  183S,  N.  M.  Ward;  1839, 
William  Vandervoote;  1840,  John  Sweeney;  1842,  Isaac 
L.  Young;  1843,  N.  M.  Ward;  1844,  1845,  Lewis  S. 
Payne;  1846,  N.  M.  Ward;  1847,  1848,  L.  S.  Payne;  1849, 
Sylvester  McNitt;  1S50,  L.  S.  Payne;  1851,  Seth  F'.  Rob- 
erts; 1852,  S.  McNitt;  1853,  1854,  Peter  Greiner;  1855, 
Joseph  Hawbecker;  1856,  1857,  George  W.  Sherman; 
185S,  N.  M.  Ward:  1859-61,  L.  S.  Payne;  1862,  Peneue! 
Schineck;  1863-66,  George  W.  Sherman;  1867,  FI.  H.  Grif- 
fin; 1868,  James  Carney;  1S69,  H.  H.  Griffin;  1870,  Ed- 
ward A.  Miiliman;  1871-73,  Joseph  D.  Loveland;  1874, 
1875,  Thomas  C.  Collins;  1876,  L.  S.  Payne;  1877,  1S7S, 
Christian  Fritr. 

NORTH  TON AWANDA. 

Previous  to  the  location  and  construction  of  the  Erie 
Canal  there  apoe.irs  to  have  been  but  little  (progress  made 
in  settling  th.ai  portion  of  the  tow:i  now  embracing  the 
large  and  rapi-.llv  advancing  village  of  North  Ton.iwanda. 
.\s  at  other  localities,  the  canal  was  the  impetus  that 
moved  capitalist.-:  to  in\est  at  this  favorable  point.  The 
following  ongin:'.!  handbiil  shows  the  beginning  of  busi- 
ness ente.*'prises  : 


VILEAGE  of  NIAGARA. 

“This  village  is  located  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ni;ig- 
ara  and  Tonewanta  rivers,  where  the  Erie  Canal  from 
Buffalo  enters  the  'Tonewanta,  and  where  boats  pass  from 
j the  canal  into  the  Niagara  river  by  a lock.  At  this  junc- 

i tion  of  the  rivers,  and  adjoining  the  village,  is  a safe  and 

spacious  harbor,  as  well  for  canal  boats  as  for  vessels  nav- 
igating Lake  Erie. 

“'These  advantages  cannot  fail  to  render  the  village  of 
Niagara  the  de[iot  of  the  jiroducts  of  the  West,  destined 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  of  return  cargoes  of  mer- 
chandise. 

“A  dam  of  four  or  five  feet  high  will  be  tl'.rown  across 
the  'Tonewanta,  at  the  village,  so  as  to  raise  the  river  to 
the  level  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  river  will  be  navigated  for 
the  distance  of  eleven  miles,  and  be  united  with  the  canal 
between  Niagara  and  Lockport.  'The  surplus  water  from 
the  dam  will  afford  an  abundant  and  steady  supply  for 
mills  and  other  hydraulic  works. 

“The  village  is  12  miles  from  Buffalo,  8 from  the  Fails, 
j 15  from  Lewiston,  and  16  miles  from  Lockport.  A line 
: of  stages  passes  through  from  Buffalo  to  Lewiston  dailv, 

i and  another  from  Lockport  to  Buffalo  every  other  dav. 
i Travelers  to  the  Falls  will  leave  the  canal  at  this  place.- 
1 “ A bare  inspection  of  Vance’s  or  Lay's  map  of  the 

I western  part  of  this  State  will  at  once  show  the  advan- 
1 tageous  position  of  the  village  for  trade,  market  and 
i manufactures. 

i “ Building  lots  are  now  offered  for  sale  to  actual 
I . 

settlers.  A map  of  the  village  may  be  seen  by  applica- 
tion to  James  Sweeney,  at  Buffalo,  or  to  George  Goundey. 
at  the  Land  Office  in  Geneva  ; and  the  former  will  enter 
into  contracts  of  sale. 

I “ The  title  is  indisputable,  and  good  waranty  deeds 
j will  be  e.xecuted  to  purchasers. 

j “George  Goundey,  'j 

Ja.mf.s  Sweeney,  r Proprietors. 

John  Sweeney,  ) 

“July  5th,  1824.” 

j pioneer  residents. 

In  1S09  George  N.  Burger  erected  a small  frame  house 
0 1 the  pjremises  occupied  by  Vincent  Koch  N Co.,  in 
^ part  as  a lumber  yard.  No  earlier  settler  has  been  found. 

Mr.  Burger  was  a well  known,  prominent  pioneer  among 
j the  earliest  settler.s  in  the  city  of  Lockport. 

I Joshua  Pettit  located  in  iSio.  on  the  premises  now 
i occupied  by  Mr.  P,.eid,  on  the  Niagara  river,  near  the  Ni- 
{ agara  Iron  Works,  where  he  ojiened  a log  tavern  : the 

j stream  near  by  has  long  been  known  as  Pettit  creek.  He 

' remained  until  iS33,when  he  moved  to  Allegany  countv. 

He  died  May  and.  1857,  aged  76.  'Two  of  his  daughter-;. 

‘ Hannah,  wife  of  Whitman  Jacobs,  aged  71,  and  T'Rv, 
wife  of  Tbiniel  C.  Jacobs,  aged  68,  .ns  far  as  is  kU'"vn  ■ ■ 
the  oldest  living  sett'ers  in  the  v .liage  of  .N'.'.:':  lo;  - 
vvanda,  whieh  has  been  tlieir  home  from  eiuIdho>wl. 

1 .Stephen  Jacobs  located  in  March,  1817,  on  the  river,  two 
miles  below  'Tonawanda,  purchasing  of  .'uigu^tus  b-irter 
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FIRST  INHABITANTS  OF  NORTH  TONAWANI) A. 


o / / 


i<)6  acres,  at  per  acre,  uhen  it  lav  in  the  wiklerness, 
,inii  improved  it  as  a farm.  The  timber  for  imildinLt  the 
hrst  guard-lock  whert  the  Kne  Canal  enters  the  river  was 
furnished  by  him.  He  died  at  Niagara  Falls  in  January, 
1S40.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  His  children  living  are  Daniel  C.,  Whitman, 
Dana  and  Hiram,  rtCdcnts  of  Tonawanda. 

.Mrs.  D.  C.  Jacobs  states  that  when  the  alarm  reached 
them  of  the  burning  *f  Lewiston,  and  descent  of  the  ene- 
my upon  the  few  scattered  settlers,  in  iSrg.  the  conster- 
nation could  not  be  described  ; the  terrified  men  and 
women,  in  confiisioiiv  were  at  a loss  where  to  seek  a 
refuge,  while  children  clung  to  their  mothers’  garments 
for  protection.  O-x  teams  were  used  to  land  them  be- 
yond the  immediate  scene  of  danger. 

William  Vandervoote  located  in  rSaf,  occupying  a log 
house,  the  only  one  ikat  then  e.xisted.  He  had  in  view  the 
transaction  of  mercantile  business,  and  the  purchase  of 
staves  and  oak  tuntier  for  the  Boston  market.  The  first 
public  house,  called  the  Niagara,  was  completed  by  him 
in  rS’S,  and  burnt  in  1844.  Mr.  Vandervoote  subse- 
quently purchased  of  the  Holland  Company  seventeen 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  sold  to  the  Prussians  the  tract 
including  the  largest  part  of  their  possessions,  on  the 
Tonawanda  creek  and  in  its  vicinity.  He  was  a partner  in 
a store  established  bv  the  Boston  Company,  then  tloating 
in  the  full  tide  of  prosperity,  on  Grand  Island.  He 
established  the  first  bank  in  the  place  in  1836.  His 
mother  and  his  sisterSarah  located  with  him,  the  latter  of 
whom  occupied  a brick  residence  erected  by  her  brother, 
the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  place. 

James  Sweeney  located  first  in  Buffalo  in  1811.  .\s  one 
of  the  proprietors  in.  the  original  purchase  of  the  land 
upon  which  the  village  of  North  Tonawanda  has  been 
erected,  he  located  on  it  in  182S,  and  built  the  first 
frame  dwelling.  The  clearing  of  the  land  was  commenced 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  timber  for  the  Buffalo  pier, 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  sale  of  village  lots.  He 
pursued  a libenii  policy  in  advancing  his  individual  inter- 
ests, or  those  of  others  whom  he  sought  to  interest  in 
becoming  citi/ens.  The  lots  for  the  first  Methodist 
church,  built  in  (837,  and  the  first  school-house,  were 
donated  by  him.  Not  alone  in  these  generous  public 
benefits  was  he  conspicuous  as  a citizen.  .-Vs  the  adwance 
of  landed  property  added  to  his  means,  his  benefactions 
increased,  and  he  aided  worthy  objects  wherever  aid 
was  needed.  He  work  . earnestly  to  extend  the  benefits 
of  local  schools,  manifesting  the  interest  he  felt  by  fur- 
nishing books  and  often  < lothing  to  destitute  children, 
placing  them  in  a condition  to  be  benefitted  by  tlicm. 
Leaving  to  posterity  the  legacy  of  a res[iectabie  name  as 
a valuable  citizen  and  man  of  integrity,  lie  died  January 
13th,  1850,  aged  57.  His  son  John,  who  died  in  the 
mitlst  of  a ra.reer  of  business  enterpri-es,  managed  the 
building  ot  the  firnt  r.uiio.ui  tlepnt,  and  \^as  ll;e  fir.-t, 
and  for  -evcr.d  } e.irs  the  station  manager  at  this  point. 
He  caimeii  lite  first  do<  k to  be  built  on  tiie  creek,  next  to 
the  liridge,  after'.vards  extending  it  ::;o  feet  along  the 
bank  oi  the  creek  t.  the  direction  of  the  river;  i.nnplov- 


ing  Elijah  V.  Day  to  -supply  the  foundations  and  plank- 
ing. He  built  the  first  and  only  grist-mill,  which  was 
afterwards  destroyed  by  fire.  Colonel  John  Sweenev 
built  a saw-mill  on  the  dam  at  the  jiresent  position  of  the 
waste  gates,  the  only  one  existing  in  this  se<  tion  of  tlie 
country. 

James  Carney  was  a pioneer  in  the  town  as  ea.rlv  as 
1S19,  locating  wiili  his  father,  Edward  Carnes,  who  w;m 
one  of  tile  earliest  settlers  in  .-Vvon,  Livingston  countv,  in 
! 1791  on  'ronawxmda  Inland  for  manv  years  and  now 

! more  frequently  designated  Carney  Eland  . His  obiei  t 

j in  settling  was  to  gain  a pre-emption  right  if  the  lumnd- 

j ary  line,  when  settled,  left  the  island  in  the  territorv  of 

j the  L’nited  States.  In  1824  the  State  of  New  York 

I caused  a survey  to  be  made,  ordering  an  assessed  valna- 

I tion  of  $4.50  per  acre.  Daring  the  following  )i,ar  tlie 

j island  was  ordered  to  be  sold  at  public  auction  in  the  city 

I of  .Albany,  requiring  one-eighth  of  the  [Jiirchase  inonev  to 

I be  paid  down.  James  Carney,  furnishing  the  reouired 

! amount,  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Judge  Samuel  W'iikin- 

j ’ son  to  purchase  at  the  sale,  but  speculation  had  been 

j stimulated  by  the  purchase  that  had  been  made  on  Crand 

j Island,  opposite,  by  the  Jews,  to  found  the  “Citv  oi 

Ararat  ” and  concentrate  the  scattered  tribes  of  ISraei; 
j and  Samuel  Leggate,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  became 
j the  purchaser  at  $23  per  acre.  Mr.  Carney  set  out  in  the 
I effort  to  attain,  by  buying  and  clearing  land,  the  position 
of  affluence  he  now -enjoys  at  an  age  of  sevemv-eiuht 
years.  .-Vt  seventeen  he  was  an  ox-teamster  in  the  empioy 
of  Porter,  Barton  & Co.,  slowly  plodding  through  the 
woods  from  Lewiston  to  Schlosser.  He  was  a subject  of 
pioneer  life,  doing  milling,  floating  a canoe  down  the 
river  for  a harbor  in  Porter’s  mill  race  at  the  Falls;  re- 
turning by  applying  his  shoulder  to  a setting  pole  iti  the 
way  he  had  learned  in  propelling  scow-boats  from 
Schlosser  to  Black  Rock,  often  loaded  with  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  barrels  of  salt. 

IN’CORPORATION  .VXD  VILL.VOE  INS  1 H U I'tOXS, 

The  village  of  North  Tonawanda  was  incor[>orateil 
May  8th,  1S65.  The  first  trustees  were  David  RohinsiiU. 
Jacob  Bocker,  George  U'.  Sherman,  .Vlexander  K<.nt. 
Clark  Ransom,  and  J.  D.  Vandervoote.  I'he  board  for 
1878  consists  of  F.  J.  Fellows,  H.  O.  Nightingale,  .Vn- 
gustus  Brown,  .-Vlexander  McBean  jiresident  and  W'. 
H.  L^pson  clerk’.  .-V  well  constructed  brick  Iniihiir.g 
centrally  located, accommodates  the  common  cuuiu  il  r>.)i>ni 
and  clerk’s  office,  fire  engine,  firemen’s  implements,  and  a 
safe  jail,  under  the  same  roof.  .V  well  rec'ul.Ued  jH.hie 
controls  the  diversified  elements  of  a mixed  piii>n!.i:i.'n_ 
that  is  brought  together  to  perform  the  immen-e  .in'Miuu 
j of  labor  required  to  handle  daily  the  arri\als  of  In;n'  .-r. 

in  the  yards  that  stretch  along  the  banks  of  the  tcun  ti  r 
j o\  er  two  miles,  'i'irc  \ illage  is  a lumlier  in.irt  of  the  i.'.r- 

I gest  extent,  enjoying  the  best  niei  h.inii  al  ,id\  ni 

Mercantile  pursuits  are  but  little  ' engttged  in.  c\ce:t 
provision  stores  and  groceries. 

'I’he  pri\  ate  banking  house  of  Ewins,  Schw  in.ter-'  N 
Co.,  w.ts  established  May  ist,  1S77,  with  Jaine--  11  in 
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Graff  president;  E.  Evans,  vice  president;  William 
Savere,  cashier;  stare  holders;  J.  Simpson,  E.  Evans,  J. 

H.  DeGralY,  C.  Sthwinger,  A.  G.  Kent,  L.  S.  Payne,  J. 

A.  Bliss,  George  1“..  Smith,  H.  B.  Smith,  E.  FI.  Rogers,  i 
W.  M.  Larew  and  IBi  E.  Hand,  re[>resenting  a capital  ol  a | 
quarter  of  a millioTri,.  ' 

'I'he  North  Toiiawanda  Union  School  has  four  tle- 
partments  and  four  teachers.  The  last  winter  term 
averaged  190  scTnolars  and  the  summer  term  125,  ; 

J.  \V.  Brown  is  principal,  with  I.iltlue  M.  I’ugsley, 
Hannah  Densnume,.  and  Nellie  Becker  as  assistants.  The  | 
whole  number  of  scholars  of  school  age  is  674.  The  j 
school-house  was  elected  in  1866.  The  board  of  educa- 
tion consists  of  lUnjamin  F'.  F'elton,  president;  H.  < ). 
Nightingale,  clerk;  F)r.  C.  Backer,  Giles  Schell  and  John 
Chadwick.  | 

The  school  building  is  a substantial  stone  edifice,  located 
at  one  of  the  most  pleasant  points  in  the  village.  The 
yards  in  front  and  play  grounds  are  kept  in  good  condition.  i 

The  Tomta’d/it/a  Herald,  established  by  J.  Densmore  ! 
July  19th,  1875,  passed  into  the  proprietorship  of  George  j 
W.  Warren  and  T.  M.  Chapman  October  14th,  1877.  It  1 
is  a well  conducted  paper,  earnestly  devoted  to  the  in-  i 
terests  of  the  business  community,  and  enjoys  a patronage  ! 
creditable  alike  to  itself  and  its  patrons.  | 

The  iron  bridge  spanning  the  Tonawanda  creek  is  the  j 
successor  of  three  others;  one  was  erected  by  the  United  ; 
States  in  1800  or  i8or,  for  military  purposes.  It  was  | 
temporary  in  construction  and  was  of  short  duration.  I 
Afte&  it  fell,  the  crossing  was  done  by  a ferry  until  1S24, 
when  a toll  bridge  was  erected,  in  pursuance  of  a charter  | 
for  twenty-one  years;  previous  to  the  e.xpiration  of  the  i 
charter,  the  interests  of  the  stock-holders  were  purchased  ‘ 
by  the  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls  Railroad  Company,  who  : 
rebuilt  the  bridge,  with  a~roadway  and  side  tracks  for  , 

their  road.  The  period  of  the  charter  expiring,  the  i 

bridge  became  a county  and  town  charge.  Niagara  and  i 
Erie  counties  erected  the  third,  which  remained  until  ■ 
superseded  in  1875  by  the  present  wrought  iron  struc-  : 
ture,  which  was  built  by  the  “Wrought  Iron  Bridge  Com- 
pany of  Canton,  Ohio.”  F'ifty  tons  of  iron  were  used 
in  its  construction.  It  is  three  hundred  feet  in  lengtli, 
with  a twenty  six-foot  roadway,  and  sidewalks  on  both 
sides  seven  feet  wide. 

The  village  ha.s  a cemetery,  which  was  organized  under 
the  statute,  in  the  year  1868.  The  incorporators  were; 
Benjamin  F'.  Felton,  Garwood  L.  Judd,  F’ranklin  Y'arren, 
Fliram  Fleweil,  Selden  G.  Johnson  and  John  Simpson. 

Mr.  Howell  was  the  first  president,  and  Mr.  FAdton  the 

• • i 

first  secretary  ot  th.e  board  of  organization. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees,  Mr. 
Felton  pre^icnted  the  cor[ioration  with  a splenditl  book  for 
the  keeping  of  the  records.  Much  credit  is  rlue  to 
Mo'-srs.  Felton, W arren  and  lucid  for  the  laborand  interest 
the\'  took  in  organizing  the  enteriirise. 

Mr.  Judd  dixw  ujithe  artir  les  of  a-.sociation,  and  being 
an  attorney,  obt. lined  the  reipiisite  order  from  court,  sanc- 
tioning the  artii  lesof  incorporation,  wb.ich  nere  dub'  re- 
corded in  tile  olVn  e of  the  count\'  clerk. 


Many  of  the  citizens  have  purchased  lots  in  the  ceme- 
tery and  beautified  them.  Among  the  number  are  Hon. 
Henry  J.  Smith,  Hon.  John  Simpson,  F'ranklin  ^\  arren, 
Benjamin  F.  Felton,  Hon.  Lewis  S.  Payne,  Garwood  F. 
Judd,  James  Carney,  Asa  Ransom,  Frederick  Soni- 
mer,  James  G.  Primer  and  others.  'The  cemetery  is  situated 
on  the  ea^terlt'  side  of  Payne  avenue. 

THF.  LU.M HER  TRADE. 

The  lumber  trade  is  the  pre\ailing  feature  of  business, 
while  other  interests  are  to  be  included,  as  in  a iwosper- 
ous  condition.  At  the  various  lumber  yards  is  seen 
ewery  necessary  arrangement  and  skillful  appliance  to 
transact  business  with  dispatch  and  economy.  The  cap- 
ital einidoyed  and  energy  disidayed  can  not  fail  of  suc- 
cess. To  detail  the  business  would  exceed  our  limits, 
but  an  account  of  a few  of  the  leading  concerns  will  not 
fail  to  interest  the  reader. 

The  firm  of  McGracv  N (M.  established  themselves  in 
the  business  over  eight  years  since.  Their  yards  and 
docks  cover  an  area  of  six  and  one  fourth  acres,  on  Man- 
hattan street.  The  main  dock,  facing  on  the  Niagara 
river,  is  400  feet  long,  with  two  slips,  600  feet  each, 
making  1,600  feet  of  docking,  with  capacit)  to  store 
10,000,000  feet  of  rough  lumber,  500,000  feet  of  dressed 
ceiling,  siding  and  flooring,  and  a full  stock  of  shingles 
and  lath.  Aside  from  the  water  front  occupied  by 
this  firm,  they  also  have  the  facilities  for  shipping  on 
a branch  of  the  Central  railroad  passing  through  their 
premises,  loading  cars  directly  from  lake  barges.  Con- 
venient access  to  the  canal  also  places  them  in  a favora- 
ble business  position.  The  members  of  the  frm  are; 
John  McGraw,  T.  H.  McGraw.  C.  B.  Curtiss  and  Ira  L). 
Bennett.  The  last  is  the  general  manager,  and  J. 
-Hathaway  foreman  on  the  yard. 

Extensive  as  are  the  other  yards  and  docks,  astonish- 
ment is  still  further  excited  upon  the  premises  of  W.  H. 
Gratwick  N Co.,  one  and  a half  miles  down  the  river  on 
the  Central  railroad.  The  office  for  the  transaction 
of  their  business  could  not  be  more  conveniently  and 
comfortably  arranged  for  employees  and  customers. 
W.  H.  Gratwick,  formerly  residing  in  Albany,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Buffalo,  acting  as  the  local  representative  of 
the  firm  at  that  point  ; the  other  members  associated  are 
Robert  S.  F ryer,  in  .\lbany,  under  the  name  of  Gratwick, 
F'ryer  N Co.,  and  Edward  Smith,  in  Michigan,  r-r[)resent- 
ing  the  firm  of  Smith,  Gratwick  N Co.  The  capital  they 
employ  in  the  ]zrosecution  of  their  biiMiness  is  ; 

in  the  various  localities  and  departments  they  em])lo_\ 
four  hundred  and  fifty  men.  'I'hey  own  a tract  t)f  ji.ccc 
acres  of  pinehniiin  the  northern  part  of  Michigan,  where 
thev  ha\  e two  mills  that  annually  turn  out  28, 00c. 000  feet, 
which  is  transiiorted  in  barges  to  Tonawanda  aiul  forward.- 
ed  bv  rail  and  canal  to  eastern  markets  ; they  deal  e\- 
cbi->ively  in  tlieir  wwn  pn aliu  lion.  J'he.r  d.  m r..- 
ris  er  frontage  of  S03  feet,  witii  . water  slij  . qoiii-.bj:.,  . iie 
means  of  storage,  and  an  additional  dock  in  the  rear,  60a 
feet  long:  in  all,  2,200  feet.  'rramwa\s  ha\e  been  built 
for  waeon  ro.ui>,  and  trai  k-.-.  to  re<  ei\  e the  c.irs  from  the 
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Central  and  Erie  raikoads,  to  be  loaded  directly  from 
vessel.s  or  piles  on  the  docks.  The  docks,  300  teet  out  in 
tl'.e  river,  reacli  thirteen  feet  depth  of  water,  sufficient  to 
tloat  the  largest  craft  on  the  lakes.  Th.e  cost  of  land, 
docks  and  buildings  was  §25,000.  'I’he  stock  on  hand  of 
planed  and  dressed  lumber  averages  from  4,000,000  to  j 
8,000,000  feet,  with  a pro[)ortionately  large  sujtply  of 
shingles  and  laths.  About  four  years  since,  Gratwick 
& Co  became  the  ])ioneers  in  occupying  lots  tar  down  the 
river,  an  e.xample  that  others  have  thought  worthy  of 
imitation. 

IRON  WORKING  KST.A,BL(SH.MENTS. 

Where  the  Niagar,\  River  Iron  Works  are  situated  on 
the  Niagara  river,  in  i8io  a' small  opening  was  made  in 
the  woods  for  tire  erection  of  a rude  log  house,  by  Joshua 
Pettit.  But  a little  over  half  a century  has  passed,  and 
where  stood  the  lowly  log  house  noble  structures  rise  to 
indicate  the  progress  that  has  been  made  from  a primitive 
to  a more  advanced  condition. 

The  Niagara  River  Iron  Company  was  formed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  general  manufacturing  law,  in  1872,  with  a 
paid-up  capital  of  §400,000.  The  first  purchase  of  real 
estate  was  of  165  acres  from  M.  Bush.  The  buildings 
were  erected  in  1S73,  and  manufacturing  operations  com- 
menced the  same  year,  d'he  engine  house  stands  in  a 
prominent  position,  and  by  one  not  knowing  its  design 
might  be  taken  for  an  elegant  mansion  or  villa;  the  build- 
ing is  68  by  74  feet,  with  a proportionate  elevation,  and 
finishe^l  in  tasteful  style.  The  boiler  house,  judiciously 
separately  located,  45  feet  by  70,  contains  ten  ponder- 
ous boilers,  four  feet  in  diameter  and  sixty  feet  long; 
an  octagon  chimney  eighty  feet  high  rises  in  front.  The 
blast  furnace  was  constructed  to  run  out  fifty  tons  of 
pig  iron  per  day,  and  is  60  by  200  feet  and  two  stories 
high;  a tower  rising  above  one  hundred  feet  contains 
the  macliinery  for  elevating  ore  and  brick  by  steam 
power.  The  oven  is  30  by  41  feet,  with  iron-bound  ex- 
terior. The  buildings  named  are  massive  and  substantial 
brick  erections,  upon  stone  foundations.  The  stock 
house  is  a frame  building,  72  by  500  feet  and  two  stories 
high 

The  dock  fronting  on  the  river  is  500  feet  in  length, 
reaching  ten  feet  dej»th  of  water.  Located  upon  the 
dock  is  an  engine  for  raising  freight  from  the  \’essels. 

Two  branch  tracks  of  the  Centra!  railroad  pass  over  the  j 
docks  and  into  the  stuck  house,  to  deposit  and  remo\e  1 
material,  d’he  buildings  cowr  an  area  of  four  acres.  ’ 

The  trustees  are  P.  P.  Pratt,  jiresident;  Josiah  Jewett,  \ 

vice-pre.'iidcnt;  .S.  S.  Jewett,  H.  H.  Gleney,  (feoute  B. 
Ha\'s,  F.  1.  Ikinfi.rth  and  H.  F.  Felton.  During  t!ie 
pr.'sent  general  depression  in  business  the  works  are  not 
operated;  but  as  they  are  controlled  by  men  of  permanent  I 
wealtl'i,  v.dling  to  use-  it  aiul  aide  to  hold  their  (swn  until 
the  dav  dawns  upon  brighter  [ii'Ospei  ts.  the  ad\aiit.iges 
of  this  gre  u i oncern  will  yet  ne  felt  by  the  communiiv 
that  h.-is  clustered  about  it  in  anticipation.  The  p.remises  ^ 
ami  machinery  are  kept  in  the  most  perfect  order  and 
neatness  under  the  care  of  Alexander  Reid.  I 


The  Tonawanda  Engine  and  Machine  CoinjianyC  ex- 
tensive machine  shops  are  located  in  the  rear  of  the  I.rle 
railway  dejiot  on  ( )li\  e street,  occupying  a square  of  15c 
feet.  They  manufacture  steam  engines  and  lu/ilers,  and 
furnish  castings  for  all  discriiitions  of  agricultur.tl  im- 
plements. The  firm  consists  of  James  .•\rmltage,  Allen 
Herschell,  George  (h  Herschcll  and  George  .\.  Gillis. 

The  Pickard  A Sinpison  Manufacturing  Companv,  in 
connection  with  the  above  mentioned,  organized  for  the 
manufacture  of  Pickard’s  iiatent  vehicle  axleboxo.  ’!  he 
following  gentlemen  are  connected  with  the  firm:  R.  F. 
Pickard.  John  Simpson,  E.  B.  Simpson,  A.  H.  Pickard, 
E.  H.  Hewitt  and  FI.  H.  Pickard. 

BRIEF  SKETCHES  OF  WHEATFIELI)  CITIZENS. 

HON.  LEWIS  S.  P.UNE. 

Lewis  S.  Payne  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bergen,  Crene- 
see  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1819.  His  parents  being  (-oor  he 
had  no  advantages  of  education,  except  the  iniperfei  t 
common  schools  which  then  existed,  and  the  academies 
of  Monroe  and  Genesee  counties. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  left  his  home  and  found 
employment  at  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  as  clerk  in  a store. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  succeeded  his  employers  in 
the  mercantile  business,  and  afterward  became  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  and  in  1847  built  the  fir-^t  steam 
saw-mill  in  Tonawanda.  In  1855  Mr.  Payne  engaged  in 
the  forwarding,  shipping  and  commission  busin-..s>,  wuh 
the  extensive  elevator  and  docks  at  Tonawanda,  and  in 
1858  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  w hich  is  his  present 
occupation. 

In  1841  he  changed  his  place  of  residence,  from  the 
Erie  county  to  the  Niagara  county  side  of  the  Tonawanda 
creek,  in  the  village  of  North  Tonawanda.  town  of  Wdieat 
field,  where  he  still  resides.  In  1844  he  was  elected 
supervisor  of  his  town,  and  for  many  years  afterward 
represented  the  town  in  that  capacity. 

In  1849  he  was  appointed  collector  of  c.rnal  tolls  at 
Tonawanda,  his  being  the  first  appointment  made  at  that 
place;  and  in  1850  was  re-appointed  to  the  same  position. 

In  the  fall  of  1850  he  was  elected  clerk  of  Niagara 
county,  and  in  1S54,  at  the  end  of  his  term,  retired  witir 
the  approbation  of  the  citizens  of  the  counts  uni\ er-.iliy, 
for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged!  th-j 
duties  of  the  office. 

In  politics  Mr.  Payne  was  formerly  a national  Whig; 
but  on  the  dissolution  of  that  party  he  became  a Dougl.is 
Democrat,  and  in  1859 was  nominated  byth.it  party  tor 
the  office  of  State  Senator  for  the  29th  ilistrict. 

In  the  fall  of  tS6i  he  raised,  at  his  own  exj'cr.'e.  .1  < <un- 
pan\-  of  volunteers,  and  f(jrmed  a ji.irt  of  the  one  hun- 
dredth r.giment,  wh.ich  wa^i  recruited  from  w e-tern  .New 
\'ork  at  Buffalo.  In  April,  1862.  with  liis  reguner.t  he 
l.inded  at  Newport  Nows,  ami  formed  .1  piri  ot  Ci-ev'- 
divi-ion  of  M.  (,'ieb.  ids  arnw  1:1  hi-  faiaoi:-  . ■ . . ^ n 

the  Peiiin-ula.  \'>';:ii  his  regiment  h.ewu-  -e<  • e-  i - 

the  Chickahominy  and  the  llrst  to  take  up  poMtnm  ,.t 
White  Oak  St.ition.  Colonel  Pasne  w .is  in  the  b.aties  "i 
Wiiliain-l'ur-,  and  tC-ven  Pines,  and  aftevw.ird  w.i-  n tlw 
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seven  days’  retreac.  He  [larticipated  in  the  battles  of 
White  f)ak  Swamp  and  Mal\ t*"!!  Hill;  and  in  .August 
returned  to  Gloiu  ester  Point,  after  a severe  eami)aign  of 
less  than  four  months,  in  which  lie  lost  forty-two  out  of 
his  company  of  one  hundreil  and  four  men.  In  the  winter 
following  he  was  in  North  Carolina,  in  General  Foster’s 
army  corps.  Earl}  in  the  s[>ring  of  1S63  he  was  sent  to 
Hilton  Head;  thence  to  St.  Helena  Island,  in  General 
Hunter’s  department;  thence  up  to  Cole’s  Island,  with 
his  regiment  as  a corps  of  ob.'.eri  ation  in  tl  v of 

Charleston.  It  was  from  this  point  that  he  ^red 

out,  and  made  his  many  bold  and  daring  evpeilitions  and 
scouts  with  his  company,  and  learned  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  whole  country,  the  positions,  situations 
and  strength  of  the  enemy  in  their  various  localities  and 
stations.  Some  of  his  adventures  during  these  expedi- 
tions are  related  in  an  article  by  John  .S.  C.  Abbott,  enti- 
tled “ Heroic  Deeds  of  Heroic  Men,”  published  in 
Harper’s  Magazine  in  April,  1S67. 

On  the  nights  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  April,  1863,  he  led 
the  advance  up  Folly  Island,  under  General  Seymour,  to 
support  the  attack  of  Admiral  Dupont  on  Fort  Sumter, 
made  with  his  iron  monitors  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863. 

On  the  Toth  of  May  he  led  the  advance,  piloted  and 
conducted  up  Folly  river,  and  across  Light-house  Inlet, 
our  forces,  4,500  men,  all  in  small  boats,  to  the  point  of 
attack  on  Morris  Island,  and  was  the  first  to  land  and  • 
first  in  the  engagement.  The  party  carried  and  took 
possession,  under  heavy  fire,  of  the  south  end  of  Alorris 
Island;  and  soon  Colonel  Payne  wit’n  his  company  sue-  | 
ceeded  in  reaching  and  burning  the  steamer  Marrigault  in 
Charleston  harbor,  which  was  engaged  in  supplying  the 
enemy’s  forces  at  Forts  Sumter,  Moultrie,  Johnson,  Bat- 
tery Wagner  and  Cummings  Point. 

On  the  night  of  the  third  of  August,  1S63,  while  en-  i 
gaged  in  intercepting  communications  of  the  enemy  with 
Fort  Sumter  and  other  points,  he  was  attacked  by  a supe- 
rior force,  and  after  a most  desperate  engagement  was 
wounded  and  ta’ten  prisoner,  conveyed  to  Charleston  and 
.confined  in  the  Queen-street  Hospital  until  sufficiently  j 
recovered  from  his  wounds  to  be  removed,  when  he  was  ! 
taken  to  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  there  kept  inclose  confine-  [ 
ment  until  the  14th  of  February,  1S65,  when  with  others  1 
he  was  moved  north  for  exchange.  i 

On  the  fifth  of  March,  1865,  he  was  exchanged  at  Wil-  j 
mington,  N.  C..  and  reached  home  on  the  first  of  -April,  ! 
after  an  absence  of  three  years  and  three  months. 

In  the  fall  folU'wing  1865  he  was  again  nominated  and 
elected  county  clerk,  thougii  in  a county  giving  se\eral 
hundred  Re[nibliuiu  nmjority. 

He  served  his  term  of  three  ye.irs,  and  in  the  fall  fol- 
lowing iS6p  \\  .i.s  elei  ted  member  of  .Assembl}'  from  his 
district,  and  in  the  .\ssembly  was  made  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  claims,  and  w.is  al.^o  a member  of  the  com- 
mit'ees  on  ( an;d.'  an>.'  miiiiar\'  aff-iir,',. 

In  No\  enibet.  077,  lie  is  again  nominated  tor  '-eiiator 
for  the  :oth  disinct,  and  was  elected  o\er  his  0[iponent,  | 
the  Repuldic.in  nominee,  being  the  first  Democrat  ever 
elected  m tile  e,)tli  '■enatorial  diatrict. 


William  L.  Allen,  M.  D,,  was  liorn  at  Ovid,  N.  A'.,  ! b- 
ruary  6th,  1847,  and  was  educated  a^  the  New  A'ork  Si.ite 
Normal  School,  Ovid  Academy  and  Buffalo  Me. Ural 
College.  He  came  to  'Ponawanda  April  loth,  1876. 

Heman  -A.  Barniim  was  born  March  a7th,  1831,  in  the 
town  of  Wheatfield.  Mr.  Barnum  is  a farmer,  his  post- 
office  address  is  Sanborn. 

Theodore  Bennett  was  born  in  Newstead,  Erie  county, 
December  17th,  1845.  Residence,  North  'Ponawanda. 
Bu.^iness,  school-teacher  and  fire-insurance  agent. 

James  A.  Betts,  son  of  William  C.  Betts,  was  born  in 
Upper  Canada,  October  19th,  i8aS,  and  came  to  Niagara 
county  in  1835.  He  was  married  .August  21st,  1867.  to 
Mrs.  B.  G.  Sturges,  of  \\  heatfield.  Mr.  Betts  enlisted  in 
the  nineteenth  Illinois  volunteers  in  May,  186  r,  and  served 
three  years,  after  which  he  re-enlisted,  was  transferred  to 
the  navy  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

James  Carney  was  born  March  23rd,  1800,  at  Black 
Creek,  Upper  Canada,  and  was  married  to  Sally  -Martin, 
of  the  town  of  Niagara,  March  17th,  1825.  Air.  Carney, 
who  is  now  a retired  farmer,  has  been  supervi.'Or  and 
justice  of  the  peace  in  'Ponawanda,  Erie  county,  and 
supervisor  of  the  town  of  Wheatfield. 

Wilhelm  Dornfeld  was  born  September  nth,  1S26,  in 
Prussia,  and  came  to  Martinsville,  Niagara  county,  in 
1843.  Dornfeld  is  a farmer  and  merchant,  and  one 

of  the  firm  of  Krul!  Brothers  6: -Dornfeld,  proprietors  of 
the  lumber  yard,  planing-mill,  and  sash  and  door  factory 
at  Martinsville.  He  was  postmaster  from  1852  to  1S65. 

-Albert  Dornfeld  was  born  January  5th,  183:,  in  Prus- 
sia, and  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1843.  Air.  Dornfeld, 
who  is  a teacher,  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  eight 
years,  and  was  formerly  proprietor  of  the  dry  dock  saw- 
mill at  Alartinsville. 

C.  PA  Goers,  whose  post-office  is  Bergholz,  has  alwav' 
lived  in  Wheatfield,  having  been  born  in  the  town  Janu- 
ary 2nd,  1850.  He  is  a farmer  and  school-teacher,  and 
has  been  a notary  public  over  four  years. 

Charles  Hagen,  hotel-keeper  and  town  clerk  at  Norih 
Tonawanda,  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hano\er.  Ger- 
many, P'ebruary  28th,  1839,  and  came  to  Niagara  county 
on  the  4th  day  of  -August,  1S61.  Air.  Flagen  has  been 
clerk  of  the  town  of  Wheatfield  six  terms,  and  he  served 
as  clerk  of  Payne's  Company  I).,  looth  N.  Y.  regiment, 
and  as  clerk  of  the  3rd  brigade,  ist  division,  icth  arm\' 
corps,  before  Richmond,  during  the  late  war. 

Garwood  L.  Judd  was  born  at  .Vugusra  Centre,  Oneida 
county,  N.  A'..  July  4th,  1S23.  He  studied  law  and  w.i' 
admitted  to  the  bar,  after  having  receiN  ed  a good  edm'.;- 
tion.  .r>hortly  after  his  admission,  he  was  admitted  tc- 
practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United.  States  .is  a 
[iructor  and  ad\oiate  in  admiralty.  He  was  marrierl  to 
Maria  .A.  Prync,  eldest  daugliter  of  I'rancis  P.  Pryne.  lie 
practii  ed  at  Frankfort.  Herkimer  county,  till  ard 

then  reiuov'-:!  to  Ninth  Tonawanda.  where  he  ha.'^  -a'ce 
resitled.  t!eii.i>  beeo  a justice  of  the  peace  m W iie..'.- 
field  twenty- tour  xears  in  siucessiun. 

Chri.-.tian  George  K luil  was  born  January  15111.  iS-jo. 
at  P.ergliol/.  He  wa-.  married  Se[>tember  17th,  1S09.  to 
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Ernstine  Hettac,  from  Fahrcmval<lc.  Prussia.  In  Novem- 
ber he  removed  to  Martinsville, where  he  now  lives,  engaged 
in  farming  and  holding  a partner.slii[)  in  the  Centi-nnial 
Planing-mill.  He  has  been  nine  years  a school  trustee 
/ in  the  town,  and  was  a commissioner  of  highways  in  1873, 
1873  and  1874. 

Edward  A.  Milliman  was  born  Ai>ril  i6th,  1832,  in 
Wheatfield,  and  was  married  November  14th,  1854,  to 
Susan  E.  Teal,  of  Lewiston.  He  removed  to  the  town 
of  Wheatfield  September  21st,  1868.  He  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  in  contracting  and  jobbing.  Post-office, 
Tonawanda,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Milliman  has  been  e.xtensively 
engaged  in  railroad  contracting,  ha\  ing  constructed  por- 
tions of  many  leading  railroads  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  he  has  held  a number  of  official  positions, 
among  them  those  of  commissioner  of  highways,  deputy 
collector  of  customs,  and  supervisor. 

Seth  F.  Roberts  was  born  in  P>loomfie!d,  Ontario 
county,  N.  Y.,  December  5th,  1809,  and  came  to  Wheat- 
field  in  1822,  from  Henrietta.  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Roberts  has  been  variously  engaged  during  a long  and 
busy  life,  having  chopped,  logged,  taught  district  school 
seven  winters,  and  served  as  supervisor,  town  clerk, 
school  commissioner  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  years.  He  holds  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  at  the  present,  time. 

One  of  the  thrifty  farmers  of  Wheatfield  is  Herman  F.  . 
Stieg,  residing  at  St.  Johnsburgh.  He  was  born  February 
23rd,  1S39,  in  Prussia,  and  came  to  this  county  with  tlie 
German  colony  in  1S43.  Fie  has  served  twelve  years  as 
assessor  and  four  years  as  highway  commissioner  in  his 
town. 

George  M.  Warren  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wheatfield, 
January  24th,  1847,  and  has  been  a life-long  resident  of 


Tonawanda,  where,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  W.irren  ,V 

Clapham,  he  i->  engaged  in  editing  and  publi-hinu  i!  e 

Toitiiivaihla  JIcrahL  .Mr.  Warren  u.is  ele<  trd  "U  p c 

Democratic  ticket  in  1875  one  of  the  x hool  c Miiuii: ,;i 

ers  of  Niagara  countv  for  a term  of  three  ve  ir>. 

I , ' 

1 Nelson  Zimmerman  was  born  November  4th,  i ;t 
I Tonawanda.  Mr.  Zimmerman,  who  is  a prominent 

i * 

farmer  of  the  town  of  Wheatfiehl,  held  the  otfii  e of  a-,- 

I sessor  in  1875,  1876  and  1877. 

(Fthers  of  the  iirincijial  inhabitants  of  the  town.  \si:h 

their  post-offices,  are:  ( ).  C.  Thmnp e >n  .;nd  li  1 1 e!:.)n, 

of  Tonawanda:  Hon.  J.  1).  Lovel.md,  lanmr.  IP. eh 

Ridge;  Harvey  Miller,  farmer,  .8hau  nee;  L.  ('  Koo\er. 

, farmer,  Sanborn;  Daniel  .Sy,  town  a'-.e>>or,  f.: mu  r,  IP  rj- 

holz;  William  Clark,  town  and  village  a^-^e^-or.  1 an  -.••r.er 

and  joiner,Tonawanda;  G.  t\'.ljUsh, lumber  dealer  .'.cd  m m- 

: ufacturer,  Tonawanda;  Martin  Rei-.terer,  lame,  r .muI 

merchant,  Tonawanda;  H.  O.  Nightingale,  \ill.i_e  .md 
I , .so 

I school  trustee,  Tonawanda;  Calvin  Ja<  o^^.  f. inner  .md 
boat-builder,  Tonawanda;  John  Poind>,  farmer.  I on  m.in- 
' da;  Wilhelm  Krull, farmer  and  lumber  maiuif.K  t'.irer,  M.ir- 
tinsville;  J.  S.  Tompkins,  farmer.  La  Salle;  W.  IF  ish. 
farmer,  Sanborn;  .S.  D.  ComiUon,  farmer,  i.vm  e; 
.Sebastian  May, farmer,  Tonawanda;  Lyman  Itr  ice,;. inner. 
Tonawanda;  B.  C.  Shuman,  farmer,  I'on.e.s  md.i;  I 1. 

I Hoover,  Tonawanda;  Rev.  John  W.  Weirib.ii  k.  < P.rg’.  - 

j man.  New  Bergholz;  John  Sim^on.  farmer  ,ind  lunii.e'^ 

! dealer,  Tonawanda;  I.)r.  C.  Back  .-r.  [noprietor  ni  ti.e 

i Backer  Hotel,  Tonawanda;  Thom  is  Collin^,  i.irim-.".  I .1 

' Salle;  Daniel  Treichler,  farmer,  S.inlorn ; F .! ).  fl.d.e'iv  r 

\ and  Peneuel  Schmeck,  farmer.s,  .'sanborn;  .\.  B.  U ’I:.,.-!. -. 

i saw  and  planing-mill,  Tonawanda:  L'r.  Clinton  > .,.,e. 

Pekin;  Fhnil  Schmitze,  restaurant  :ind  hotel  keept-r,  I mi 
I awanda;  Jacob  Nagel,  carriage-maker,  I'miaw .md.i. 
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HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COGNTV,  NIAV  \'()KK. 


THE  TOWN  OF  WILSON. 


N April  loth,  iSi.S,  by  special  act  of  the  Legis- 
^ H'  l^'ture.  the  town  of  Porter  was  divided,  north 
« and  south,  near  its  center,  and  a new  town 
consmuted  from  the  eastern  part,  and  named 
U dsGTi,  in  honor  of  Reuben  WiLon,  one  of 
the  first  .and  most  prominent  pioneers  of  that 
> > section.  This  town  was  sub-divided  in  March, 
1824,  to  furnish  a portion  of  Newfane.  Its  organization 
was  fully  completed  by  the  election  of  its  first  officers  at 
a town  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  David  Porter,  April 
6th,  1819.  They  were:  Reuben  Wilson,  super\  isor;  Daniel 
Holmes,  town  clerk;  David  Burgess,  John  Carter,  and 
Henry  Lockwood,  assessors;  Oramel  Hartwell,  collector; 
Abner  Crossman  and  Burgoyne  Kemp,  overseers  of  the 
poor;  James  McKinney,  Joshua  Williams  and  John  Car- 
ter, commissioners  of  highways;  Oramel  Hartwell  and 
Joshua  D.  Collet,  constables;  Alexander  Douglas,  Reu- 
ben Wilson  and  Joshua  Williams,  excise  commissioners; 
Jeremiah  Whi]iple,  Hul  Bixby  and  Burgoyne  Kemp, 
fence-viewers;  Elisha  Stevens,  pound-master:  and  twelve 
overseers  of  highways.  Reuben  Wilson  was  the  presid- 
ing justice  at  this  election. 

The  town  also  voted  a tax  of  S-5°  Wr  the  support  of 
of  bridges,  and  $25  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  a bounty  of  five  dollars  was  pledged  for 
every  wolf  killed  in  the  town.  The  first  school  commis- 
sioners and  inspectors  were  not  elected  until  the  spring 
of  1821.  They  were  : Reuben  AVilson,  David  Bixby  and 
Alexander  Butterfield,  connnissioners  ; and  Andrew 
Brown,  John  U.  Pease  and  Gideon  B.  Roys,  inspectors. 
In  May  following  the  town  was  divided  into  five  school 
districts  by  the  aiio\  e commissioners,  and  in  July  of  the 
same  year  distrii.t  So.  i was  subdivided.  School  chil- 
dren at  that  time  could  not  have  been  very  numerous,  for 
the  entire  population  of  the  town — which  then  included 
the  western  portion  of  Newfane — was  but  6S0,  and  the 
entire  vote  cast  for  governor  at  the  election  held  in 
A[)ril  of  that  tear  was  32,  of  which  DeWitt  Clinton  had 
24  and  Daniel  1).  Tomifsins  8. 

The  town  now  c ontains  one  union  and  thirteen  other 
school  districi.^.  with  seventeen  school-houses  and  10S8 
scholars  iK'tv.een  the  .ages  of  five  and  twenty-one.  The 
annumt  of  pul )lic  s' hool  mom.-v  raiseil  in  1 -87.8  was  .ke, 484. 


SC  PERVlSt  »RS, 

rile  following  is  a complete  list  of  supervisors  since 
■ or;r  iii!z.iti(,in  of  ll-.c  tost  u ; 

In  1819-29,  Reuben  Wilson;  1830-52.  John  C.ir- 


ter  ; 1833-42,  Luther  MMson;  1S43-45,  Robert  L. 

McChesney;  1S46,  1847,  Samuel  R.  Merwin;  1S4S, 

.-Mexander  Pettit;  1849,  Russell  Robinson;  1850,  R, 
L.  McChesney;  1S51,  Reuben  F.  Wilson;  1852,  Curtis 
Pettit;  1853,  Alexander  Pettit;  1854,  Orsemus  Ferris: 
1855,  1856,  Luther  Wilson:  1857,  Orsemus  Ferris;  1S5S. 
Henry  N.  Johnson;  1859-61,  Ralph  Stockwell;  1S62, 
1863,  Tunis  Outwater;  1864,  David  O.  Jeffery;  1S65, 
Benjamin  Farley;  1866,  Alexander  Pettit;  1867,  Richard 
C.  Holmes;  186S-70,  William  Hamblin;  1871-74,  Benja- 
min Dearborn;  1875-77,  Ralph  Stockwell;  1878,  Edward 
Barker. 

STATISTICAL  FACTS. 

The  town  had  a voting  population  in  1875  of  7S5,  and 
2,835  inhabitants.  Its  area  is  3,037  acres,  three-fourths 
of  which  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Lake  Ontario,  east  by  New  fane, 
south  by  Cambria  and  west  by  Porter.  Its  surface  is  very 
level  and  elevated  about  15  feet  above  the  lake.  The 
soil  is  principally  a dark,  rich  loam,  mixed  with  clay  on  the 
west,  and  is  well  adaj>ted  to  the  raising  of  most  cereals 
Wheat,  corn,  oats  and  beans  are  the  chief  grain  products. 
Fruit  is  also  raised  in  abundance,  apples,  pears  and 
grapes  being  the  stajde  fruit  products.  The  principal 
streams  are  the  east  and  west  branches  of  the  Twelve- 
mile  creek,  so  called  because  its  mouth  is  that  distance 
from  Fort  Niagara.  .-It  the  mouth  of  this  creek  there  is 
a peninsula  forming  a natural  bay.  Just  inlaml  from  tlie 
lake  the  stream,  widens  and  forms  a basin  about  twentv 
rods  across.  The  basin  and  creek,  for  a mile  or  more  up 
stream  are  of  sufficient  depth  and  width  to  float  any  or- 
dinary vessel. 

P 1 ( h N E E R E X I’  E R I E N C E S . 

The  first  settlements  in  the  town  were  made  along  tl'.e 
lake  shore,  princi|.-ally  by  Americans  who  had  pre\ioi;-!y 
emigrated  to  Canada.  But  very  few  located  to  anv  c--n- 
sider.dde  distance  inland  until  after  the  close  of  t'.ie  war 
of  1812.  Th.e  only  road  which  had  been  opened  in  tiv^ 
town  up  to  th.is  time  was  along  tiie  lake  shore  fro'u  F.^ri 
Niagara,  tlircsugh  \\’iison  to  .'8omer-'et,  and  from  om: -:de  ■ ’ 
the  town  to  the'  other  along  this  line  the  inhaltC an:-  '- 

fered  from  the  eCects  of  the  Briti>h  raid  m.ide  fr.-;n 
fort  to  b an  Horn's  mill  on  I La  ember  24th,  1813.  t 
two  or  thix  e Inv.ises  e -taiped  de'itruction.  S^>!nl'  h'st 
their  pr.ivi'ioii,  stije'k  .ind  hoii'^eiu'ivl  euU:i'ts,  while  .1  ' 


I’lON'KKR  HXi’KRIKNCKS  IN  WII.SON. 


were  .illowed  to  save  a portion  to  prevent  immediate 
'.tarx  ation. 

Henry  Lockwood  was  probably  the  first  white  man 
who  located  within  the  present  limits  of  Wilson.  He  tame 
from  Canada  West  in  i8oS,  and  obtained  possession,  liy 
article  from  the  Holhuid  I, and  Comijany,  of  too  acres  of 
land  on  lot  No.  77.  in  tLe  extreme  northc.isi  corner  of  the 
town.  Near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  which  still  bears 
his  name  he  erected  the  pioneer  house.  It  was  constr'K  t- 
ed  of  logs,  with  sjdit  slabs  for  a tloor  and  l>ark  for  a roof. 
Around  this  solitary  house  he  made  the  first  o[)ening  in 
the  forest,  which  has  long  ago  yielded  to  the  jiioneer's 
a.\  throughout  the  entire  town.  He  remained  here  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  lie  remowd  to  Canada, 
and  never  returned.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  title  to 
this  land  was  transferred  to  John  Cudaback,  and  it  is  now- 
occupied  by  J.  S.  Cudaback.  Robert  Waterhouse,  from 
Connecticut,  settled  the  same  year  in  the  extreme  south 
jiart  of  the  tow  n,  on  lot  No.  i.  The  only  man  to  settle  in 
1809  was  Stephen  Sheldon.  He  came  from  Jefferson 
county,  N.  V.,  bringing  a large  family  with  him,  and 
located  on  the  west  barik  of  the  east  branch  of  Twelve- 
mile  creek,  about  half  a mile  from  its  mouth,  where  he 
put  up  a rude  log  shanty  for  the  temporary  accommoda- 
tion of  his  familv.  Lots  number  eight  and  nine  had  been 
previously  “ booked  ” to  him  by  the  Holland  Company, 
giving  him  possession  of  720  acres  of  land.  In  the  spring 
of  1811  he  erected  a house  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and 
removed  thither,  where  in  the  fall  of  1812  he  died.  His 
family  remained  here  until  their  house  was  burned  by  the 
llntish.  They  afterward  built  a house  near  the  locality 
of  their  first  one,  where  they  lived  many  years.  In  the 
summer  of  1S14  Smith  Sheldon,  the  third  son,  was  taken 
jirisoner  by  some  Hritish  troops.  He  with  four  others 
was  harvesting  for  a Captain  Brown  near  the  Four-mile 
creek,  when  the  cajitain  and  all  his  help  were  surprised 
and  captured.  They  were  taken  to  Quebec,  where  Shel- 
don died  on  a pri.son  ship.  ■ The  others  were  afterward 
excha’  _,ed  and  returned  home. 

Tile  year  i8[o  witnessed  (|uite  an  influx  to  this  town. 
The  first  to  come  in  that  year  were  Reuben  Wilson,  fohn 
Eastman  and  Gilbert  Purdy,  who  left  the  Canadian  .shore, 
near  Toronto,  together,  in  Ajiri! — the  two  former  with 
their  fan. dies  and  a few  houseliold  effects  and  farming 
utensiks,  and  th.e  latter  as  boatman.  In  two  open  battcaux. 
one  hulen  with  treiglit  ;ind  the  other  with  passengers, 
sailing  and  row  ing  around  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  and 
camping  on  its  ^Iiorc-.  at  night,  they  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  'Twehe-miie  creek  in  tile  early  part  of  June.  mile 
anti  a half  e.ist  of  tills  they  unloaded  their  boats,  drew 
lliem  upon  shore,  and  I))’  setting  them  bottom  upward, 
Ujiuii  stakes,  .mil  ( losing  the  sales  w ith  boughs  and  bark, 
they  s[ieedily  I'on.-^u  ucted  tor  them-'clves  summer  re><den- 
<'es.  I'lieir  kitelien  w.is  sp.u  ious,  being  all  out-dtuirs. 

I heir  eook’i.g  v..'--  i.ice-n.;  l.iv  ,t  in'e  o\'er  whuh  itu’-.g  the 
('inner  jail,  '-u^l)endeli  irom  a.  pole  snj)['orted  bv  two 
croiclies.  In  tlicse  airy  < a'-tles  they  dwelt  for  three 
nioiuii.->,  during  whieh  time  W iLon  and  L.i-'tm.in,  assisted 
by  I’uriiy,  Iniil  e i<  I,  ereeteiia  siibstanti.d  log  iunn-e.  John 


Eastman  was  a native  of  Neiv  Hampshire,  but  for  .1 
few  years  previous  to  his  emigration  to  WiUon  h.id  re- 
sided at  Coburg,  Canada  W'est.  He  had  in  i s'n  nbt. lined 
an  article  for  too  ai  res  of  bind  011  lot  No.  .‘'j.  now  .a  < n- 
pied  by  .\.  .\.  Hailey.  Here  he  remained  until  about 
181.S,  when  he  exchanged  places  witli  J.inies  Cole  .ird  re- 
moved into  the  eastern  part  of  Hartland,  anri  subsoipiently 
to  Chautauqua  county,  where  he  died. 

Reuben  Wil>on  was  born  in  Ma.-^.^ai  husetts,  from  uliich 
State  he  emigrated  to  Otsego  county.  N.  V.,  in  1S05.  .ind 
from  them.e  to  Coburg.  Canada,  in  1807.  After  his  ar- 
rivai  in  Wilson  he  took  up  170  acres  of  land  on  lot  No. 

] 82,  at  $2.50  per  acre,  paying  nothing  down,  but  [iromis- 

ing  to  pay  five  [ler  cent,  in  a few  months.  Cpon  tliis.  he 
I at  once  commenced  improvements.  Besides  buiMir.g  liis 
house  he  cleared  ten  acres  the  first  \ car,  and  the  set  ond 
year  raised  a crop  of  wheat  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
use  of  his  family,  which  then  consisted  of  si-ven  jiersons. 
His  provisions  for  the  first  year  were  obtained  In  Cana- 
da. When  he  began  to  raise  his  own  grain,  he  was  obliged 
to  go  across  the  lake  to  Port  Hojie  or  Hamilton  to  get 
his  grinding  done.  Niagara  in  those  days  was  the  nearest 
trading  point.  In  1816  Mr.  Wilson  purchase'1  a >aw-mill 
which  had  been  built  the  previous  year  on  d’w  ehc-mile 
creek,  his  son  Luther  taking  charge  of  it.  In  1818  he 
sold  his  farm  and  moved  into  a dwelling  which  he  had 
erected  near  the  saw-miil.  In  1825  he  associated  his 
son  Luther  with  him  in  busines.s,  and  the  same  _\e.ir  the 
new  firm  erected  the  first  grist-mill  in  the  tow  n,  near  tlie 
site  of  the  saw-niill.  It  was  a frame,  water  [lowcr  mill, 
2]/'  stories  high,  20  by  35  feet  in  si/e,  and  contained  two 
run  of  stones.  They  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness the  same  year  in  the  same  locality.  Reuben  Wilson 
may  truthfully  be  called  the  pioneer  of  the  present  town 
of  Wilson,  for  while  the  two  or  three  who  [ireceded  him  re- 
mained but  a very  few  I’ears,  he  was  for  forty  years  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  political,  agricultural  and  busi- 
ness developments;  lilieral  toward  religious  societies 
and  interested  in  educational  matter-;. 

At  the  time  of  the  British  raid  along  the  Lake 
road,  George  Ash,  who,  with  his  family,  was  staying  at 
Mr.  Wilson's  house,  going  that  day  out  on  hor'cbavk  to 
his  farm  in  Porter,  unexpec  tedly  met  the  enemy  about -;x 
miles  west  of  Wilson's.  His  hor-e,  which  he  was  le.ui.:va 
at  the  time,  took  fright  and  escaped  from  him.  but  lie  Ui’d. 
on  foot  and  arrived  home  in  time  to  notify  a.  |‘or;:-m  cf 
the  neiglTOorhood.  I he  few  cattle  in  the  inimedi.ife  vi- 
cinity— about  25  head— were  speedily  collei  tol  .-nd 
started  (down  the  lake,  dricen  bv  Reuben  WiN.ni.  f a n a 
bov  of  about  fifteen  years,  who  prosed  them  i>n  ni  ,al- 
vance,  j'assuig  \ ’.in  Horn's  .dioul  sundown  with  tiie  -neii.c 
then  in  sight.  .\.  tew  (jt  the  I'O''.  1 luid  cm  bell',  wlm  h 
{ Reuben,  fearing  cliey  might  be  ov.-rhi  ard,  -uiUcd  w -;i 

■ dried  leaver  and  continued  i.m  live  m•l•.•-^  1 ,-\ oud.  w ' re  In.- 

, rented  for  ‘.lie  1 lie  n xt  d.i  : ; . ■ • 
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I Tlie  Briii.-^li  iM'on  i 'miiiig  up  to  .^Ir.  WiLon  , m.i  le 

■ their  prisoner,  but  paroled  him  iqion  lii-<  woi-i  t,i  ' In 

winii'.l  remain  .u  home  nnt;!  t.ieir  return.  • ■ -m  ' -m 
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who  was  in  roinmand  of  the  troops,  was  a \ cry  humane 
ofh(  cr,  and  Sf.in;..;  the  soantv  supplies  (jf  tlie  '.fttlcrs,  and 
realizing  the  utter  (kstitution  whi<  h a strict  fullilhnent  of 
his  instructions  wouW  cause,  sent  his  orderly  sergeant, 
with  George  Ash,  hack  from  Mr.  Wilson’s  to  the  fort,  to 
portray  to  the  officer  in  command  there  the  situation  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  induce  him  to  countermand  the  or- 
ders, in  a measure  at  least,  but  he  could  not  be  influenced 
to  relent.  Mr.  Ash  was  retained  as  a prisoner  and  the 
sergeant  was  sent  Itack  to  his  company,  with  word  to  Cap- 
tain Scott  to  carry  out  his  orders  to  the  letter.  On  the 
return  of  the  tmo|'s  the  next  day,  a small  spuad  who  were 
in  adv.ince  <>f  the  main  body,  driving  some  cattle  which 
had  been  picked  up,  called  at  Mr.  Wilson’s  and  forced 
him  to  go  with  them.  The  main  body  coming  up,  Mrs. 
M'ilson  had  no  little  trouble  in  convincing  the  officers 
that  her  husband  had  not  forfeited  his  word  and  volun- 
tarily left.  The  officers  remained  at  Mr.  Wilson’s  house 
over  night,  partaking  of  food  prepared  by  Mrs.  W.  For 
this  hospitality,  and  the  fact  that  the  house  stood  about 
20  rods  from  the  main  road,  it  was  not  burned  by  them. 
Mr.  Wilson  was  ke])t  at  the  fort  about  ten  days,  when  he 
was  released  on  parole  and  returned  to  his  family.  He 
afterward  received  m.any  favors  at  the  hands  of  the  British 
officers  at  the  fort. 

Gilbert  Purdy,  after  assisting  Wilson  and  Eastman  to 
erect  their  houses,  went  westward  up  the  lake,  and  in  the 
fall  of  i8io  obtained  an  article  for  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  on  lot  No.  26,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Daniel  Dwight. 
The  following  winter  he  erected  a house  on  his  land, 
and  in  the.  spring  moved  his  family  from  Coburg  to  his 
new  home,  where  he  died  in  iSp3.  His  family  were 
burned  out  by  the  British,  and  soon  after  returned  to 
Canada,  abandoning  their  land  to  the  Holland  Companyy 

Erastus  Barnard  came  from  Royalton  in  the  summer  of 
1810,  and  lived  for  a time  with  his  father-in-law,  Stephen 
Sheldon.  He  took  up  land  on  lot  No.  16,  upon  which 
he  ma  some  slight  improvements,  but  soon  after  the 
war  sold  it  and  removed  to  Porter. 

A German  named  May,  from  Schoharie,  settled  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  on  lot  No.  41.  where  the  late  Law- 
son  Thom[isoii  resided.  He  remained  until  the  summer 
of  i8i2,  and  then  left  through  fear  of  the  Indians,  and 
never  returned. 

Dexter  P.  Sprague  and  Robert  Edwards,  from  Yermont, 
located  on  lot  No.  63  in  the  fall  of  1810.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  Sprague  removed  his  family  to  the 
ridge  in  H.trtland,  and  in  1815  sold  his  land  to  .\dam 
Steven^,  '.vho  was  a permanent  resilient  until  his  death. 
Edwanls.  who  was  a caiJtain  of  militia,  remained  until 
the  firs"  day  of  the  British  raid,  when  he  prei  ipitately 
fled  with  Ins  family  to  the  house  of  his  friend  on  the 
ridge.  The  place  was  soon  after  sold  to  David  Porter, 
and  is  non  occtq.ii'd  by  J.  ,M.  Newman.  James  Mi.-eker, 
from  New  jer.'ev.  sealed  the  >ame  f.iii  «m  ico  acres  on 
lot  No.  91,  jr,d  \ndrew  boys,  from  (Janada,  on  lot  No. 
75.  Mkicre  Mr-,.  Fallv  Holmes  now  resides.  Both  of  these 
pi  'w, .liter  ere  'ting  buildings  and  making  two  years. 
im|>ro\ emeu! s,  lied  throagli  fear  and  ne\er  returned. 


Three  Germans  from  the  Mohawk  valley,  named,  respec  - 
tively, Vosbeck,  Wood  and  Gray,  came  here  togetlier  in 
the  fall  of  1810.  They  had  each  previously  obtained  an 
artic  le  for  a cpiarter  seertion  of  land,  Vosbeck  anci  Cr.r, 
on  lot  No.  25  and  3Vooc.l  on  lot  No.  24,  and  eac  h ii,;.l  .• 
fine  beginning  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war;  but  re- 
membering the  horrible  cruelties  perjjetrated  on  tiuir 
forefathers  in  the  valley  during  the  Revolution,  they  fe.areci 
to  remain.  Their  farms  were  afterward  pun  based  bv 
Stephen,  John  and  David  Tower,  three  brothers  fr.nn 
Massachusetts,  who  moved  on  to  them  in  i8rS. 

Elijah  Mallory,  from  Coburg,  Canada,  became  a resident 
on  lot  No.  82  in  the  spring  of  iSii.  He  was  the  ownvr 
of  a horse  team,  and  was  recpiired  by  the  government  !•) 
assist  in  the  construction  of  the  log  causeway  from  3\'rieht's 
to  Warren’s  Corners,  and  was  afterward  detailed  to  haul 
supplies  from  Williamsville — which  was  then  a milit.irv 
depot- — to  Buffalo,  and  died  while  in  this  service.  His 
family  remained  in  Wilson  many  years  after  his  death. 

The  threatening  prospect  of  war  and  its  final  outbreak 
caused  an  entire  suspension  of  emigration  to  this  town  fc.r 
nearly  three  years,  and  many  of  those  who  had  previous!-.- 
located  abandoned  their  new  homes,  through  fear  or  other- 
wise, and  sought  safer  and  more  thickly  settled  localities. 
It  was  not  until  1815  that  immigration  to  any  extent  wa-- 
resumed. 

Daniel  and  George  Sheldon,  the  oldest  sons  of  Ste[/hvn 
Sheldon,  were  residing  in  Kingston,  Canada,  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  war.  They  were  drafted  into  the 
British  service,  but  succeeded  in  making  their  esc.Tpc. 
and  in  1814  came  to  Wilson.  George  afterward  located 
on  lot  17.  Daniel  in  1815,  in  company  with  Joshua  Wil- 
liams, built  the  first  saw-mill  in  the  town  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Twelve-mile  creek  about  half  a mile  from  its 
mouth. 

Richard  and  William  Knowles  also  fled  from  Canad.i 
after  being  drafted  into  the  English  service,  and  in  1S15 
settled  in  Wilson,  the  former  on  the  western  part  of  lot 
No.  8 — where  his  son,  A.  W.  Knowles,  still  resides — and 
the  latter  on  the  north  part  of  lot  No.  7.  David  Por’er. 
from  Vermont,  settled  previous  to  the  war  in  what  is  n>  ■- 
Newfane.  In  1815  he  purchased  and  remox'ed  to  the 
Drm  now  owned  by  J.  M.  Newman. 

Henry  Barber  and  Nathan  Pratt  left  Canada  to  avoid 
being  drafted,  and  in  1815  located,  the  former  on  lot  N '. 
89  and  the  latter  on  lot  No.  7. 

John  Carter  became  a settler  on  the  .southwest  <•; 
lot  No.  72  the  same  year.  During  the  war  he  was  resid;--, 
at  ,''t.  Catharines.  At  the  time  of  the  march  of  the  .\mv'.- 
can  troops  from  Fort  George  to  Stony  creek  he  v -i' 
cused  by  the  British  go\ernment  ot  aiding  and  .I'-ia-  - 
ing  them.  He  was  arrested,  and  imprisoned  for  .1  :mu  ■' 
H.imilton,  w here  he  and  thirteen  others  were  nm-i 
treason,  con\dcted  and  sentenceil  to  be  hung;  but;  - 
the  .issistance  of,.  Bntisii  surgeon — friemi  ' 

ac< piaintance — he  succeeded  in  making  his  esc.u  ■ 

States.  His  comrades  suffereil  tiie  j'en.dty  oi  ir--  •- 

.\bram  Hut<  hings  cam-.'  from  .\\on.  i.i\ing>t-m  - : . 

N.  in  1816.  and  took  up  his  abode  on  l-il  -Nd-.  ' 
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KiKS'l'  RVHNI'S  IN  THK  TOWN  ()[•  WILSON 


ill};  obtained  an  artii  le  for  tlic  entire  lot.  Fie  was  a .sol-  i 

dier  in  tlie  w ar  o'  iSir,  jirevious  to  which  he  had  servetl  | 

sev  en  vear.s  iii  tlie  Kn^Iisli  .army,  at^  the  end  of  which  lime 
he  had  been  re-en(isted  throngli  fraud  or  deceit.  He,  m 
18(  5,  wiili  a f omj'.inv  nf  tliirty,  w as  sent  to  <^)ueenston, 
when,  taking  atb anta_L;e  ol  the  opiiorcuiaity,  he  deserted 
and  joined  tlie  .\inerican  army.  At  tiie  battle  of  black 
Rock  he  and  a ( i>rnrade  named  berry,  who  had  deserted 
with  him,  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  british,  and  carried 
back  to  (^ueenston,  Canada.  .Vfter  about  three  weeks 
captivity,  he  was  smuggled  across  the  Niagara  river  by  a 
british  surgeon  named  .\nson  Mary,  who  had  been  an  old 
neighbor  ansi  friend  in  lenglaml.  berry  was  afterwards 
shot  for  desertion. 

The  following  are  among  those  who  became  settled  in 
1817:  John  Ha/e,  from  (Joburg,  located  on  lot  No.  7; 
Nathan  Slierwood,  from  Vermont,  on  the  northeast  part 
of  lot  No.  9,  and  James  Cole,  from  Canada,  who  first  set- 
tled on  the  ridge  in  1S14,  afterwards  removing  to  the  east 
part  of  lot  No.  Sa,  on  laml  formerly  owned  by  John  East- 
man. 

From  this  time  on  settlers  began  to  increase  ra[)idly, 
roads  were  laid  out  and  bridges  built,  and  the  hard- 
ships of  early  pioneer  life  became  comparatively  easy  in 
this  section. 

SUNDRY  FIRST  EVENTS. 

The  first  tavern  in  the  town  was  kept  by  T.  T.  Upton 
in  iSiS;  it  was  located  about  west  of  Wilson  village  on 
Mrs.  Delia  Dwight’s  farm. 

benjamin  Douglas  built  and  worked  the  first  ashery, 
m 1817,  and  akso  opened  a store  on  a very  small  scale  the 
same  year,  on  the-  Twelve-mile  creek,  near  the  present 
grist-mill.  He  died  soon  after,  and  the  business  passed 
into  the  hands  of  ’R.  iN  E.  Wilson. 

The  first  grist-mill  in  the  town  was  for  grinding  corn. 

It  was  located  on'the  Lake  road, near  the  present  residence 
of  J.  M.  Newman,  and  consisted  of  a large  oak  stump, 
hollowed  out  on  the  top  sufficiently  to  hold  a half  bushel 
or  more  of  corn,  which  was  ground  or  beaten  into  samj)  b\ 
a heavy  wooden  pestle  su|i[)orted  by  a spring  pole,  and 
worked  with  the  foot.  To  this  mill  [leople  for  miles 
around  would  repair  for  their  milling,  each  man  doing  his 
own  grindingar.d  taking  his  turn  in  the  order  in  which  he 
came.  This  mill  was  built  about  1S17,  and  was  used  for  | 
many  years.  | 

The  first  [lost-orhce  in  the  town  was  established  about  ; 
1S2.P  Reulten  Wilson  was  the  first  postmaster,  his  son 
Lutlrer  acting  as  deputy,  and  Daniel  Holmes  the  first 
mail  ci^ntraetor.  The  route  was  trom  Olcott  to  Youngs- 
town, once  a week. 

The  fist  ami  only  tannery  in  the  town  was  built  by 
Simou  Sheldon,  aliout  1825.  It  wa.s  a frame  building,  , 
and  stood  on  tlie  northwest  ( orner  of  lot  No.  7.  Mr. 
Slicklor  ojiLriteil  it  four  or  five  years,  when  the  bimincss  1 
was  su>pen<led.  jeremiali  Whipple  built  a distillery  about  j 
1826  on  d'L  “’Ten-mile  run,”  two  miles  west  of  Wilson 
ill.ige.  ' 1:'.'  he  worked  three  or  four  ye;'.r>,  when  it  went 
down  and  i he  pnyirietor  with  it. 


The  first  school  in  the  town  w as  an  evening  school  f(,i 
adults,  taught  by  laither  Wil.-,on  during  January  and 
February,  1S17,  in  a dwelling  then  standing  on  the  farm 
of  b.  .Crnold,  one  mile  south  of  the  village  of  Wilson. 

'I’he  fir>t  school-house  was  built  of  hewed  logs,  in  18(9. 
It  was  located  on  the  >outh  side  of  the  I.ake  road,  about 
one  mile  and  a half  east  of  Wilson  village.  I)r.  Warner, 
who  resided  in  Olcott,  taught  the  first  day-school  here 
the  same  year,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about 
twelve  scholars. 

The  first  school-house  at  what  is  now  Wilson  vill.aye 
was  built  in  1820,  of  logs,  and  stood  on  the  site  nuw  oc- 
cupied by  Luther  Wilson’s  stone  residence.  .A.lmira 
Welch  taught  the  first  school  here,  followed  by  David 
Murray. 

Drs.  Alvord  and  Smith,  of  Lewiston,  the  first  [■hysi- 
cians,  were  followed  by  Dr.  Warner,  of  Olcott.  The  first 
physician  to  locate  in  the  town  was  Jonathan  Thaver, 
from  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y..  who  came  in  1824.  and 
purchar>ed  100  acres  of  land  of  Reuben  ^Yilson,  on  lot 
No.  73,  where  he  remained  and  practiced  his  profession 
for  many  years. 

The  first  lawyer  was  Sylvester  Parsons,  jr.,  whose 
parents  came  from  iMaine  to  ^Vilson  village  in  1840. 

The  first  blacksmith  to  locate  was  Flenry  Johnson, 
who  settled  at  the  village  of  Wilson  about  1824. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  the  town  was  Owen  ^ViI- 
son,  a son  of  Reuben  Wilson. 

The  first  marriage  was  that  of  Luther  WiEon  to  Sarah 
Stejrhens;  and  the  first  death  was  that  of  Stephen 
Sheldon. 

The  first  mason  to  locate  in  the  town  was  Peter  Fur- 
row, from  Massachusetts,  who  came  in  1S24,  and  located 
on  lot  25,  Youngstown  road.  He  did  most  of  the  mason 
work  on  all  the  early  mills  and  other  bui’idings  in  WiLson 
village  up  to  1S40. 

ROADS. 

The  first  road  opened  in  the  town  was  that  along  the 
lake  shore,  running  from  Fort  Niagara  easterly  into  Som- 
enset,  and  known  as  the  Lake  road.  iMost  of  ir  is  still  in 
use  as  originally  cut  through.,  in  iSii. 

The  Youngstown  road,  e.Mtending  from  Young-town  to 
Van  Horn’s  mill,  was  laid  out  in  Julv',  iSto,  by  Abner 
Crossman  and  George  Sheldon,  road  cominissioneis.  and 
surveyed  by  Joseph  .Viken,  who  also  ran  most  of  tlvc 
roads  laid  out  previous  to  June,  1820. 

The  Town  Line  road,  so  called  from  the  fact  thai  it 
runs  on  the  line  between  the  seventh,  ami  eighth  range" 
of  townships  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Pennsyls  aiiin  line, 
was  the  first  road  opened  running  south  from  th.e  lake. 
It  was  siir\eyed  in  May,  1816,  and  originally  ran  from 
the  lake  south  two  milc^,  and  then  took  a soutiraa.  t 
course  to  tlie  southwe-t  corner  of  the  town.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1S19,  it  w,'s  straightened  on  the  line,  and  the  old 
road  abandoned. 

'Lhe  Slash,  road.  conimen(  ing  at  the  Like  road.  I'C- 
tween  lot"  72  ;r,d  82,  ami  vur.nmg  v!',.;  ; > 

Marsli  ree'ii,  u.m  iaiil  out  ui  November.  i.R.S.  if  ii  i ^ . 
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it.s  name  from  the  fact  that  the  commissioners  let  the  job 
to  Daniel  Holmes  to  “slash”  through,  or  fall  the  timber, 
preparatory  to  burning.  After  being  slashed,  the  road 
lay  in  this  conditiun  for  some  time,  which  gave  it  this  ap- 
pellation. 

The  Farley.  Marsh,  Daniels,  Randall,  Fitch  and  Palm- 
er roads  all  toak  their  names  from  the  first  settlers 
along  their  course. 

THE  EAST  WOEF.  AND  PEAR. 

Mr.  I).  A.  Jeffrey,  of  Ransomville,  furnishes  the  follow- 
ing statement  • 

“ I have  a distinct  recollection  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  killing  of  the  last  two  wolves  known 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  female — for  there  was 
one  male  and  one  female — was  "killed  in  the  winter  of 
1837-S  1)}'  a boy  by  the  name  of  Frank  Brown  son  of 
Nathaniel  Brown  , on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Moses 
Kinsler,  then  owned  by  e.\-Governor  W.  Hunt,  in  the 
town  of  Wilson.  The  boy  was  about  17  or  18  years  old. 
It  had  been  known  for  some  time  that  there  but  two 
wolves  left  in  this  part  of  the  country  by  their  tracks  in 
the  snow.  Young  Brown  had  a strong  inclination  for 
hunting,  and  had  spent  much  of  the  winter  hunting 
wolves,  with  no  success.  About  the  middle  of  Eebruary 
his  efforts  were  crowned  with  success.  He  went  to  the 
woods  about  noon  it  had  been  snowing  all  the  forenoon  ', 
and  had  gone  but  a short  distance  when  he  struck  a fresh 
wolf-track.  Following  it  a few  rods  it  went  under  a large 
elm  tree  that  had  blown  up  by  the  roots  and  lay  about 
two  feet  from  the  ground  on  the  root  and  top.  He  could 
find  no  place  where  the  track  left  the  tree,  and  on  inves- 
tigation he  found  the  tree  hollow,  with  an  opening  near 
tile  root  large  enough  to  admit  his  body  with  difficulty. 
Booking  toward  the  top  of  the  tree  he  discovered  the 
eyes  of  some  animal  shining  in  the  darkness.  He  then  put 
his  rifle  into  the  tree,  leveled  it  as  well  as  he  could,  and 
discharged  it.  Betting  the  smoke  clear  away  he  found 
he  had  not  killed  his  game,  and  repeated  his  tactics  ; this 
time  the  animal  biting  the  end  of  his  gun.  Having  not  yet 
killed  the  beast  he  again  went  through  witli  the  same 
process  and  killed  his  game.  Ele  then  crawletl  into  the 
log  till  he  found  the  dead  animal,  dragged  it  out,  and  it 
proved  to  h.e  a fem.Tle  wolf  with  young  ones.  On  chop- 
ping the  h'lg  open  he  found  five  [uips,  with  their  eyes  not 
yet  open. 

■■  'The  male  had  Init  three  feet  having  probably  lost  one 
in  a trap  , and  was  killed,  I think,  the  next  winter,  after  a 
chase  of  two  davs  and  two  nights,  near  the  Barton  saw- 
mill built  in  a day  liy  Solomon  Hersey  , on  the  Dan- 
iels road  in  the  town  of  Wilson,  by  a man  by  the  name 
of  .Miller.  There  was  ([uite  a large  number  of  men 
shooting  at  him  at  the  same  time,  and  it  was  hard  to  tell 
wlio  killed  him  ; but  .Miller  claimed  the  honor  and  got 
the  bount',.  Th;0  was  the  last  wajlf  I i.wer  heard  of  in 
tl'.e  ooiint'.-.” 

I'he  wolves  disposed  of.  a bear  lurked  for  a mueii 
longer  time,  often  seen  in  Wilson,  New  fane  and  I’orter 
and  the  outsl.uts  of  other  towns,  as  believed  ftom  ilie 


most  reliable  data,  up  to  about  fourieeii  years  ago.  Par- 
ties were  often  on  the  track  ot  and  shor  at  the  animal 
without  success.  P'inally  bruin  was  accidentally  discov  ereil 
in  a brush  heap  by  a man  chopping,  who  gave  the  alarm 
to  a party  that  dispatched  him.  This  tcvok  place  on  the 
Raymond  road,  two  miles  from  the  turnpike. 

THE  VIEEAGE  OF  WIESON. 

This  village,  centrally  located,  near  the  shore  of  the 
lake  at  the  mouth  of  the  Twelve-nule  creek,  contains  four 
churches,  two  hotels,  three  dry  goods,  one  drug,  one- 
hardware,  one  jewelry,  three  grocery  and  three  millin- 
ery stores,  one  grist-mill,  two  foundries,  one  planing-mill, 
a sash  and  blind  factory,  a proportionate  number  of 
merchants  and  traders’  shops,  and  a population  of  about 
one  thousand  inhabitants.  'Phe  place  bears  the  name  of 
its  founders,  whose  grist-mill  and  store,  built  in  1825, 
formed  the  nucleus  around  which  has  grown  a pleasant 
and  prosperous  village.  The  first  plat  was  made  by 
Luther  Wilson  in  1827.  It  consisted  of  a single  tier  of 
lots  on  the  north  side  of  Young  street,  from  Lake  street 
to  the  creek.  This  sufficed  until  1S47,  when  Mr.  Wilson 
made  the  Hains  addition — named  from  the  surveyor, 
Jesse  P.  Hains — and  the  same  year  Simon  Sheldon  added 
the  “ Wood  Plat,”  in  the  south  part.  Other  additions  were 
subsequently  made  by  Andrew  Brown  and  John  Onder- 
donk. 

On  May  nth,  1858,  the  village  was  incorporated  under 
the  general  act  of  the  Legislature.  Four  hundred  and 
sixteen  acres  were  included  in  its  corporate  limits, embrac- 
ing a total  population  at  that  time  of  715.  The  first 
board  of  trustees  consisted  of  Luther  Wilson  president  , 
I.uren  D.  Wilson,  Reuben  F.  Wilson,  Henry  S.  McCiies- 
ney  and  William  P. Grout;  John  Hosmer  was  clerk.  The 
present  board  consists  of  Oscar  .S.  McChesney  presi- 
dent , Clinton  D.  Tabor,  Oscar  Tower,  John  E.  Parcell 
and  Alexander  O.  Bonesteel;  clerk,  Adelbert  J.  Clark. 

The  village  is  largely  indebted  to  the  public  sjurit 
and  enterprise  of  Luther  M'ilson,  Esq.,  for  its  earlv 
growth  and  development.  He  was  for  many  years 

merchant  and  miller,  in  company  with  his  father  un- 
til 1837,  afterward  alone.  In  1837  he  enlarged  the 

grist-mill,  attached  steam  power  and  added  two  more  run 
of  stones.  He  was  the  first  tavern-keeper  in  1829.  and 
in  1844  erected  a large  two-story  stone  hotel  on  the  c-or- 
ner  of  Lake  and  Young  streets,  now  owned  and  kept  by 
R.  S.  Cheshire.  In  1846  he  obtained  special  permission 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  Washington,  to  extern!  piers 
into  the  lake  at  the  mouth  of  the  Twelve-mile  creek,  and 
that  vea'-  built  two  piers  two  hundred  feet  into  the  lake, 
and  from  that  time  until  1807  all  the  imiirovcnients  at  the 
Iiarbor  were  made  by  his  individual  exertion. 

By  an  act  of  the  [.egislature  passed  .May  9th.  1867,  the 
Wilson  Harbor  Company  wa^  formed,  with  a capita!  of 
,jtio,i'00.  the  objc>  t of  which  was  the  further  impnv.e- 
ineiii  'll  i!ie  harbor.  Tliis  ■ .unpany,  however,  w a-,  <i.'- 
sobedin  it-wo  and  operations  susptiidevl.  riiego\ern- 
im-nt  is  now  vlredging  the  enlr.uve  to  tile  harbor. 

In  I S46  Mr,  W ilson  btiilt  a siore-liouse  at  the  harlmr 
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and  begun  buying  and  shipping  grain  and  fruit,  thus  es- 
tablishing a convenient  market  for  the  town.  He  also 
the  same  year  ojK-ncd  a shi|)-vard  at  this  point  and  con- 
structed, for  his  own  use,  the  vessel  “ R.  F.  W'ilson,” 
which  afterward  ran  with  [iroduce  and  freight  between 
this  [)ort  ami  ( )swego.  Tlirough  his  influence  Congress, 
^n  1S4S,  made  this  a [lort  of  entry,  and  a[>pointed  Abram 
Vosburg  collector.  This  port  still  continues,  and  at 
certain  seasons  yields  a no  inconsiderable  income. 

LODGES. 

This  village  can  boast  of  several  well  organized  and 
flourishing  secret  orders  and  societies. 

The  masonic  lodge  was  organized  and  chartered 
under  the  name  of  Ontario  Lodge,  No.  376,  F.  and  .A.  M. 
of  Wilson,  July  8th,  1855,  with  seven  charter  members. 
The  first  officers  were  George  L.  Moote,  master;  R.  L. 
McChesney,  senior  warden;  Thomas  Lyons,  junior  warden. 
Their  first  meetings  were  held  in  the  2nd  story  of  the 
brick  building  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Young  and 
Catharine  streets.  An  uninterrupted  prosperity  enabled 
them  in  .April,  1866.  to  purchase  this  building,  which  they 
remodeled, fitting  up  convenient  rooms  for  their  accommo- 
dation, which  thev  still  occupy,  renting  the  first  floor  for 
mercantile . purposes.  The  present  membership  is  76. 
Regular  meetings,  first  and  third  Wednesdays  in  each 
month.  .Annual  election  at  the  last  meeting  in  December. 
Present  officers:  Henry  Sanford,  W.  AL;  John  A.  Strong, 
S.  W.;  E.  E,  Dox,  jr.,  \V'.;  Luther  Whlson,  treasurer; 
R.  F».  Wilson,  secretary. 

Ltikc  Shore  Loth^e,  AY.  331,  /.  O.  O.  F.  of  Wilson  was 
organized  July  25th,  1872,  by  Konrad  Fink,  D.D.  G.  M. 
of  Suspension  Bridge,  with  eight  charter  members.  The 
lirst  officers  were;  R.  L.  B.  McChesney,  N.  G. ; Erastus 
McKnight,  A’.  G. ; J.  Harvey  Hutchings,  secretary;  John 
Darnoch,  president.  Their  lodge  room  is  in  Pike’s 
Hall,  on  A'oung  street.  P.egular  meetings,  every  Thurs- 
day evening.  Semi-annual  elections  occur  at  the  last 
meetings  in  June  and  December.  The  present  number 
of  members  is  28.  Present  officers  : G.  N.  Shears,  N. 
V.  Roswell  H.  Sweet,  V.  G.;  J.  H.  Hutchings,  secretary; 
John  Ifiarnoch,  president. 

.Doitie/iis  Lodi^'c  ^1.  O.  U.  IV.  of  Wilson  was  organized 
Alarch  geth,  1878,  with  23  charter  members.  The  first 
and  present  officers  are;  O.  S.  AIcChesney,  P.  AL  W.; 
H.  .Seeley,  AL  E.  Gardinier,  general  foreman;  Hart 
Sioa'in,  overseer;  .Arthur  Barger,  recorder.  Regular 
meetings  are  held  semi-monthly,  and  officers  elected  an- 
nmilly.  They  meet  at  present  in  (Add  Fellows’  Hall. 

Creseent  (.'otiiieii . Xo.  35,  R.  T.  of  T.  of  Wilson  was  or- 
g.ini.'ed  March  4th.  1S78,  with  24  charter  members.  The 
lir-^t  otti(  ers  were  C.  D.  Tabor,  S.  C.;  B.  D.  'Labor, 
P.  L'.;  .A.  1'.  Zeiter,  A . C.;  \\'.  E.  AIcChesnev,  secretarv; 
E.  E.  Dox.  tre.is'arer;  .\.  W.  Story,  chaplain.  Alvetings 
are  held  v eeki  v ,ic  ( lood  'i'emplars’  Hall.  ( Hticers  are 
elec  lei  1 scim-.uinu.illy. 

B Li>dct\  Ac.  527,  /.  O.  of  Cr.  T.  was  formed  by 
Steplien  Ho.ig,  i''e!>ruary  lotli,  iSfiS.  with  30  ( barter 
members.  The  le.Kling  ol'ticers  were  J.  (1.  ( ).  I’rown, 


W.  c.  T.;  Sarah  M.  Afiller,  W.  V.  T.;  Rev.  R.  C.  Brown- 
lee, W.  chaplain;  U'.  H.  Holmes,  W.  S.  This  lodge  ha^ 
ever  since  sustained  its  organization  and  is  now  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  with  42  members  in  good  st.amLne 

Post  Peter  A . Porter,  AY.  126,  G.  .-/.  R.  of  WiL.m  a a, 
organized  with  thirteen  original  members,  [ uiu.irv  7th, 
1S70,  by  Brigadier-C’reneral  A.  W.  Crazee,  of  I.ockport. 
The  leading  olticers  were:  P.  C.  Bailev,  post  couunander; 
John  H.  Gorniley,  S.  A'.  ('.;  C.  N.  .Arnold,  L A',  (',■ 
Harvey  LL  Pease,  adjutant;  L.  D.  I.eA'an,  <g.  AL  Rcenl.ir 
meetings  are  held  weekly,  on  'I’uesday  evenings,  at  i Ir.uid 
Army  Hall,  Catharine  street.  Annual  elections  occur  at 
the  first  meeting  in  December,  and  install.ition  <.f  ofticers 
at  the  first  regular  meeting  in  January.  'Lhe  present  number 
of  members  is  29.  The  total  numl'er  that  haw  i<)ine<l 
this  post  since  its  organization  is  63.  Lyr.ford  [).  l.»_- 
A^an  is  the  present  post  commander. 

CE-METERIFS. 

The  first  depository  for  the  dead  near  the  village  w.is 
made  in  iSt2,  on  the  east  end  of  the  peninsula  nortiiuest 
of  the  village.  Another  burial  place  was  on  the  point  of 
the  hill  just  south  of  the  present  grist-mill,  on  Reuben 
AAblson’s  land.  It  was  not  until  1846  that  a regular  estab- 
lished and  laid  out  burying  ground  was  opened. 
It  consisted  of  two  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  east  side 
of  the  'Lown  Line  road.  The  railroad  now  lusscs 
through  it.  These  grounds  were  several  years  ago  de- 
depopulated  and  the  occupants  transfcried  to  the  i>rcsent 
cemetery;  in  the  removal  one  body — that  of  Mrs.  Eunii  e 
Wilson,  who  died  ten  or  twelve  years  previous  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five — vvas  found  to  be  petrified  and  to  weigh 
nearly  four  hundred  pounds. 

In  1851  Luther  AA'ilson  donated  to  a legally  constituted 
board  of  trustees  seven  acres  located  ujion  a piunt  of 
land  extending  into  the  bay  of  Twelve-mile  creek,  a short 
- distance  northwest  of  the  village,  to  be  used  for  buri.d 
purposes.  Two  acres  more  were  afterwards  [/ur,  h.tsed, 
opening  the  grounds  to  Harbor  street.  'Lhese  grounds 
have  been  tastefully  laid  out  and  improved,  and  with  tin- 
naturally  picturesque  scenery,  constitute  a beautiful  s;  ui 
for  the  use  to  which  they  have  been  a[)[>roi)ri.ited.  '1  Iiis 
1 cemetery  is  called  Greenwood. 

WILSON’  COLLEGI.VTE  I XSTI  11 'I K. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  184S  a tew  enterprising 
individuals,  ha\  ing  a deep  intero.st  in  the  rising  gener.i- 
tion.  conceived  the  idea  of  ererting  at  Wilson  \ill.we  i 
suitable  building,  and  employing  such  talent  U'  would.  U"' 
only  accommodate  the  more  .uL.anced  ol  their  own  i Inl- 
dren,  but  attrai.t  those  of  other  loc.dities.  l ..r  ili;'  o' 
ject  a subscription  pa[ier  was  circulated,  lieaded  b\  ;i'e 
j name  of  Luther  AA'ilson,  who  g,i\e  jSsCC.  .A 

i amount  was  soon  pledged,  and  that  spring  the  I'li'-'i;--  - 

I tioni.it  .1  large  I'M'.  sn_.r_\  c.  olL  -'Uine  -t:  ■ ' 

i on  a be.iutiful  ■■ile.  conveniently  loi  ,n._'.l 

j the  trustees  for  school  purposes  b_v  Simon  Slu  fib -i.  i i e 
building  M'.is  conqileted  the  s.iine  \ ear,  an.!  >e.  1 ■ 11  ' 

' 19th,  i8.;6,  it  was  inco-[)or.Uedi  b_\  t’.ie  n_e:  :- 
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university,  under  the  name  of  the  Wilson  Collegiate  In- 
stitute. The  first  board  of  trustees  consisted  of  Luther 
Wilson,  Simon  Sheldon,  Morgan  Johnson,  Andrew  Brown, 
Robert  I>.  McChesney  ;ind  Hiram  V.  Tabor.  The  insti-  | 
lute  was  opened  in  the  s[)ring  of  1846,  with  Benjamin  i 
Wilcox  as  i)rincii)a'J  and  David  H.  Davis  as  assistant;  , 

the  former  remained  at  its  head  for  nearly  twelve  j 

years. 

'The  institute  was  sustained  from  funds  received  for  j 
tuition;  but,  owing  io  the  want  of  proi>er  support,  it  be-  | 
came  necessary  to  abandon  this  plan.  Accordingly,  in 
the  fall  of  1869,  a uniion  of  four  school  districts  in  this 
vicinity  was  formed,  called  “Union  School  Distric  t No. 

I,  of  the  town,  of  Wilson,”  and  the  Wilson  Collegiate  In- 
stitute was  merged  into 

THK  WILSON  UNION  SCHOOL. 

The  trustees  of  theformer  deeded  the  building,  grounds 
and  other  property  to  the  trustees  of  the  latter,  in  ac- 
cordance with  legislative  enactment,  thus  making  it  a 
free  school.  The  first  board  of  education  of  the  Union 
School  was  composed  of  FI.  N.  Johnson  (president),  Syl- 
vester Parsons,  Vine  ent  Seeley,  J.  G.  O.  Brown,  Jerome 
Gifford,  Flenry  Sanford,  Henry  Perry,  W.  Richardson  and 
Lorenzo  Pratt. 

An  acadei’nic  department,  in  connection  with  this 
school,  was  opened  August  i :th,  1870.  The  first  princi- 
pal was  Professor  S.  C.  Flail  ; his  successors  have  been 
F.  A.  Green,  A,  M.  Cooper,  S.  J.  Pardee  and  A.  FI.  Bur- 
dick. The  academic  department  is  subject  to  the  visi-  ' 
tation  of  the  regents  of  the  university.  The  school  also 
comprises  a grammar  department  and  four  primary  de- 
partments. It  has  a well  selected  library  of  about  1,000 
volumes,  to  which  students  have  free  access.  It  is  also 
provided  with  a complete  philosophical  and  chemical 
apparatu.s,  a telescope,  maps,  charts,  etc. 

In  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  this 
school  has  been  designated  by  the  regents  of  the  univer- 
sity to  give  instruction  in  the  science  and  practice  of 
common  school  teaching.  Accordingly,  a normal  class 
is  organized  annually.  The  present  board  of  education  j 

is  composed  of  A.  D.  Pease  president  , Charles  W.  See-  i 

ley  (secretary),  S.  B.  Miller,  A.  Flarnlin,  Peter  Planer, 
George  Griffin,  A.  E.  Arnold,  John  Diez  and  H.  B.  ' 
Tabor. 

SMALLER  VILLAGES.  i 

I 

Wilson  SrAiiox,  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Shore  Rail-  ! 
road,  is  situated  three-fourths  of  a mile  south  of  Wilson  ' 
village.  Tliere  is  iiere  a fine  large  depot;  also  the  ware- 
house and  coal  yard  of  E.  A.  Bickford,  a hotel  and  a few 
dwellings,  1 

Iv\s  r W'li.MiN,  or  Beebe’s  Corners,  in  the  south.ea>t  ! 
part  of  the  town,  contains  a large  steam  saw-mill,  .1  black- 
■'milh  ami  \v.i_op.  -h  ,p,  .\ml  ten  or  twelve  d.welbnj,^, 
ino.-vtlv  of  f.trmeis.  'J'his  vicinity  is  also  known  as  the 
Marsh  Settlement,  Josejjh  Marsh  having  been  one  of  the  i 
earliest  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  town.  He  located  on 
hst  No.  1)^  about  l■•'a4  Tho>e  who  tollovvaai  him  soon  I 


after  were  Reuben  Streeter,  William  Woodcock,  Porter 
Roberts,  John  Pollard  and  Barnabas  Whitney. 

CHURCH  HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN. 

l’kK>IlVlKRl.V\  CHfkrH  Ok  WILSON. 

The  first  religiinis  organization  in  the  town  of  \\'ilson 
was  in  connection  with  the  Presbyterian  denomination, 
through  the  Christian  zeal  and  influence  of  John  Holmes 
and  his  son  Idaniel.  On  January  18th,  1819,  a meeting 
was  hekl  at  the  house  of  John  Holmes,  vvho  then  resided 
near  Hopkins’s  creek,  in  the  present’ town  of  Newfane, 
at  which  Rev.  David  M.  Smith,  then  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  at  Lewiston,  was  present  and  acted  as 
moderator.  Presbyterian  church  was  then  and  there 
constituted,  consisting  of  six  members,  viz.:  John  and 
Anna  Flolmes,  Daniel  and  Sally  Holmes,  and  F^eter  and 
Ruth  Crosby.  John  Holmes  and  Daniel  Holmes  were 
elected  ruling  elders,  and  the  latter  was  chosen  church 
clerk.  John  Holmes  was  also  appointed  a delegate  to 
represent  the  newly  formed  church  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Niagara  Presbytery,  which  occurred  in  June  fol- 
lowing. On  the  next  day  January  19th,  1819  “John 
and  Daniel  Holmes  were  set  apart  by  prayer  and  ordained 
ruling  elders  in  the  church  ” by  Rev.  D.  M.  Smith.  On 
Saturday,  August  26th,  1820,  Rev.  D.  M.  Smith  delivered 
a preparatory  lecture,  and  on  the  following  Sabbath  the 
ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  to  this 
church  for  the  first  time.  The  first  accessions  to  the 
church  were  received  on  June  15th,  1822,  when  ten  per- 
sons joined.  They  were  Henry  Lockwood,  David  Bixby, 
Erastus  Barnard,  Mary  Davis,  Sophia  Whitney,  Sarah 
M.  F)avis,  Phila  Eli.xby,  Mary  Earl,  Anna  Barnes  and 
I'hankful  Stout.  The  following  day  Amanda  Cocmer 
and  Lydia  Barnard  united.  The  first  regular  pastor  was 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Everett.  His  name  appears  for  the  first 
time  February  12th,  1823,  when  he  officiated  as  modera- 
tor of  the  session.  He  remained  for  two  years,  preach- 
ing here  every  alternate  Sunday  in  connection  with  the 
church  at  Youngstown.  The  Niagara  Presbytery  met 
with  this  church  for  the  first  time  on  the  last  Tuesday  in 
January,  1828. 

In  the  latter  jiart  of  1S28  the  church  engaged  the  ser- 
vices of  Rev.  Silas  Parsons,  who  preached  to  them  for 
nearly  two  years.  Mr.  Parsons  was  followed  by  Rev. 
Herman  Holsey,  who  was  regularly  installed  as  pastor 
early  in  1831.  He  divided  his  labors  between  this  church 
and  the  church  at  Cambria,  but  did  not  remain  over  the 
year.  During  the  year  1834  Rev.  Andrew  Rawson  Iiad 
the  pa.-^toral  care  of  the  church. 

Up  to  this  time  public  services  had  been  held  in  school- 
houses  and  private  dwellings,  but  principally  in  ti-.e 
school-house  a mile  and  three-ipiarters  south  of  Wilson 
village,  on  th.e  Town  Line  ro:ul.  In  1834  the  church  and 
-i;i  it.i\  e;.  's  U ...  '1  1.  .ill  <-  in  U il-':i  . . . . 

ilon.Uc-d  for  liuit  1 urj  i-i.-  by  Reuben  \\  iUon.  i iiv  '-tre  - 
ture  was  of  woorl,  and  cost  a.bout  $2,500.  Ira  Tom])k;ns 
was  the  builder.  It  was  congileted  in  January.  1835,  and 
on  Febniarv  iJth.  I’ollowirg.  it  w.is  ih  iiic.Ued  by  the  R.v 


V * 


..V  lYJJi  ■•»‘ ' •/  .•un-vtn  „ ,-  •■■  * . ««| 


!,-,,■<  *»T>7.  -nJt.  .,'1  • __  ■ vt ''■•.<  . , j I ^ '><.'  •»r'itn 

• ^-.  I .-t‘-*-  .v,V  f-i  ' . '.  -v*>7f' 

' • i77  ''iJ''  Ii'7-.  t;W'  ;i,fl!.i-'\W 

;.  'i-  ■'*;  r-  , ji'ji  - #'  *jW<J 

• -I  .,">1  rvi  - ,'V  'iif^ 

I ' ■''I'w  ..  7 _ -Uf>  . 'h 

:T<.  ■ 

■ . , 


V 


> It  U - -ji 


■ ':  I 


f*!  •• 


** 


‘e 


■: 


i 


»f/  * 


. ■ *■  - 

^ : 

: 


, • , , **  • ff  'l.r  ' S 

;‘l  , =■  t v J ri*.r.f 

....  ,.  • ■ '■■ 

■ ‘ ' i‘t  ■ ■ '•  V'l# 


PRES15YTP:RIAN  and  BAl'TIST  CHURCHES  OF  AH,S()N. 


Mr.  Craw  ford  of  Albion.  In  the  winter  of  1849  and  1850, 
it  w'as  remodeled,  reseated  and  improved  internally  at  an 
expense  of  .ihout  I'i  1^54  twent\'  tect  were  added 

to  the  length  of  the  buildinfj,  and  in  1870  a fartlier  ex- 
tension was  made  to  form  an  orchestra,  at  a cost  of  about 
$400,  and  an  organ,  valued  at  $Soo,  placed  in  it. 

The  dedication  of  the  new  church  was  immediately 
follow'ed  by  a copious  revival,  and  at  a meeting  of  the 
session  held  February  25th,  1835,  of  which  Rev.  Mr.  Mead 
was  moderator,  thirty-one  persons  a[)plied  for  admission 
into  the  church.  The  annual  re[)ort  made  to  the  presby- 
tery for  1835  shows  a membership  of  117.  The  first 
minister  to  supply  the  pulpit  regularly  in  the  new  church 
was  Rev,  John  IHiott,  who  commenced  his  labors  about 
the  first  of  May  and  continued  one  year. 

Althougli  from  its  organization  up  to  the  year  1837 
this  church  had  been  much  of  the  time  without  a preacher, 
yet  public  services  were  regularly  kept  u[).  The  church 
was  frequently  visited  by  ministers  from  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society,  but  in  the  absence  of  a preacher  Fdder 
Daniel  Holmes  always  conducted  the  services  by  prayer, 
singing  and  the  reading  of  a sermon  from  approved 
authors.  In  the  spring  of  1837  Rev.  Edisha  IF  Sherwood 
assumed  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  to  which  he 
ministered  regularly  for  four  years. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  moderator  of  the  session  for  the  last 
time  on  March  13th,  1841,  and  was  soon  after  followed  by 
Rev.  George  W.  Lane,  who  remained  two  years.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Thomas  Payne,  from  Somerset,  who 
came  in  the  fall  of  1843,  and  resigned  in  June,  1847. 

Daniel  Holmes  was  clerk  of  the  session  from  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church  until  1845,  ^ ^erm  of  twenty-five 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  present  at  nearly  every 
meeting. 

Rev.  Mr.  Payne  was  followed  in  August,  1S74,  by  Rev. 

E.  B.  Benedict,  who  remained  about  two  years  and  a 
half,  preaching  his  farewell  sermon  on  March  loth,  1850. 

He  W'as  succeeded  in  May  following  by  Rev.  G.  E.  Dele- 
van,  who  continued  for  six  years,  resigning  his  charge  in 
May,  1856.  The  annual  report  for  1855  shows  a mem- 
bership of  225.  After  the  resignation  of  Rev.  G.  E.  Del- 
evan,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  irregularly  from  various 
sources,  until  November  ist,  1857,  when  Rev.  G.  F'.  Sev- 
erance assumed  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  and  con- 
tinued two  years  or  more. 

In  .\pril,  i860,  Re\.  G.  AV.  Hubbard  was  en- 
gaged by  the  church  as  stated  suyqdy.  Mr.  Hubbard  i 

resigned  in  the  sjiring  of  1867,  and  removed  to  Michi- 
gan. He  Wvi.s  succeeded  b\'  Rew.  Jererniali  t)dell,  from 
.\drian,  Michigan,  in  June  following,  who  remained  un- 
td  December,  1869.  On  January  i8th,  1869,  the  semi- 
centenuial  annivers.iry  of  the  organization  of  this  church 
was  celebrated  with  appro[)riate  e.xercises.  Rev.  Mr. 
(bdell  ['reaching  the  annisersary  sermon. 

.Mr.  Odell  was  tullowed  by  ixe'k.  1'.  H.  .Vvtaui.S,  wllo 
came  in  .March,  1S70,  and  remained  fine  ye.irs.  Rev,  li, 

L.  H.imilton  assumed  tiic  [lastoral  charge  of  thi.s  church 
December  1,4,  i .''75,  and  ,^till  I'.olds  it.  ( )n  .Vyiril  27th. 
1S78.  thi.^  chun  h adopted  tlie  “ rotary  system  " of  elder- 


ship. At  the  same  time  all  the  ruling  elders  under  the 
former  system  tendered  their  resign.ition,  to  take  effect 
when  the  new  board  of  elders  were  elected,  ordained  and 
installed.  1 he  [lersons  elected  under  the  new  ■^^.^tLln 
were  A.  B.  .\rnold  and  J.  G.  < >.  Brown,  tor  three  year>; 
John  Griffin  and  ,\ndrew  Hamlin,  for  two  )ear.-;  Ri(  hard 
C.  Holmes  and  l)a\id  T..  Bnrnum,  for  one  year.  Tl'.e 
following  w ere  eie<  ted  to  serve  as  deacons:  R.  C.  Holmes, 
for  three  years;  S.  I’.  Case,  for  two  years,  and  A.  D. 
Pease,  for  one  year.  The  [>resent  number  of  communi- 
cants is  166. 

As  an  inducement  to  the  early  organization  of  cluin  lies, 
the  Holland  Land  Company  [iro[iosed  to  give  one  lum- 
dred  acres  of  land  in  each  township  to  the  first  regcdarly 
constituted  orthodox  church  which  should  a[»p!v  for  it 
from  that  town.  'Phis  church,  soon  after  its  organization, 
made  a[)[dication,  and  received  a deed  from  the  companv 
to  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  near  the  center  of 
the  present  towm  of  Newfane.  About  1833  the  trustees 
of  the  church  disposed  of  this  land,  and  with  the  pro- 
ceeds purchased  a dwelling  and  one  acre  of  land  on  the 
Town  Line  road,  near  the  school-house,  where  their  meet- 
ings w'ere  then  held.  This  place  was  used  as  a panson- 
age  until  183S,  when  it  was  sold,  and  a lot  on  Lake 
street,  in  Wilson  village,  purchased,  upon  which  a cottage 
house  was  erected,  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the 
pastor.  In  1855  this  place  was  also  sold,  and  the  pres- 
I ent  brick  parsonage  on  Mechanics’  street,  adjoining  the 
church,  was  purchased.  It  has  since  been  repaired  and 
remodeled,  and  is  now  valued  at  §2,000. 

The  Sunday-school  in  connection  with  this  church  was 
first  organized  in  the  summer  of  1S20,  by  Daniel  Hohnes 
in  the  log  school-house  which  stood  near  the  Lake  road, 
east  of  Wilson  village.  Ltaniel  Holme.s  was  the  first  sup- 
erintendent.  It  continued  to  be  held  here  until  1S23, 
when  it  w'as  removed  to  the  school-house  on  the  Town 
Line  road.  It  has  been  regularly  kept  up  since  its  first 
organization,  and  in  August,  1S70,  its  fiftieth  anniversarv 
was  apyiropriateb'  celebrated  by  a picnic,  music,  address- 
es and  a historical  oration  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Adams, 

Its  superintendents  have  been  Daniel  Holmes.  R.  C. 
Holmes,  John  C.  Brown,  James  Brown  and  J.  G.  O. 
Brown.  The  present  number  of  scholars  is  183. 

n.XPTIST  CHURCH  OF  WILSON'. 

The  initiatory  steps  towards  the  organization  of  a Bap- 
tist society  were  taken  in  December.  1833,  bv  Russell 
Robinson,  w ho  called  a meeting  for  prayer  and  conference 
at  his  house.  The  meetings  were  continued  on  Sabbati’. 
e\'enings  until  they  grew  in  numbers  and  interest  to  sucli 
an  extent  tliat  the  school-house  in  district  No.  4 was  de- 
signated as  the  place  for  holding  them,  and  Rw.  .\m^•^ 
Reed,  then  pastor  of  the  Newfane  Baptist  church,  w.!-> 
induced  to  olticiate  occasiouall v.  He  was  tlie  first  i’l.q 
niinist-.:r  \Hio  e\er  [u .u  Ih-. ' i.n  Wi^,^.!1,  ..  ■ 

his  labors  iieie,  duiir.y  the  c-arlv  ['.lu  o‘  isg-i.  ,'.l  ■ ‘ 

experienced  religion.  In  the  meantime  Ru.'-'ell  R"'- 
and  Stephen  .Miliard  and  Ids  wife  h.ul  unileil  b\  ii  r 
with  the  cliurch  at  Newf.ine,  aiul  on  M.iia  I'  24'''.  1 ;. 


i r i 

Ll  ..t,n 

> ' , i i 

T 


I.-.  . 


> t'/K  V , i]w  ' \"^  S'  "*  ® 

V ...  .'.-.  — '■■  -^^^..:^.^i..::^.,.^ „rJ>.  j 

. - ^ f.  .<  ' '-  \ 

* ” ^ ' 'v’ ' / ,.  ;i . • 

.'^“^1  )'  ■■  '.'T'l'  --n  ni. 

■ " ' )'■  ' q 

•I'-  ■ •'  • ■■  ■ 't  '?..■■«•!).><'  -j%j(jy.ti 

f'  ■ ^ .'S>  “}i{T  '.■! 

' - ■ ■ j'‘'  ‘ ' 

'/..li  »■  'j' (:'i'j  Hi.  l.ifu;  ,c>ci{  *; 

■Mi;  t V . 

•'••■>  •.■•;<  >'j; V ' i £- 

■ ■ ■'  ' • ' : .■  ■ lU  . ' l.ili'!.* 

' ■_  ■ ' ' ■ I - VI  - : « 

- ■ " v:  jt\.. 

■ ' r ■'■  I i*  1 _3.7, 


I 


. / 


-'■■■I  i. 


■.  f ■ 


• •'.  *■*  •i.vil.  -i-i  . 'ii’jij 

' ''.I'V..  .;>  . ■’  ■/■■'  ‘1  . •■;  V;  i',-V 

■•  ' * . ■ '*»  -r(," 

- , . I - V I i .ii<; 

; , r.-p-.i/.  '.*1 

■ . '■■• 'uijssriinH  .J  .' 

'■  ' ’ - 


390 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  COUNTY,  NFAV  YORK. 


seven  other  persons  from  this  neighborhood  were  im- 
mcrscil  and  joined  the  Newfane  church.  In  the  latter 
j)  in  of  May  following  a branch  of  the  Newfane  church 
w.i.s  lorined  by  Rev.  .-Vmos  Reed  at  the  school-house  in 
district  No.  4,  in  Wilson,  consisting  of  ten  members  : 
Russell  Robinson,  Stephen  Millard,  Abraham  Pettit,  Eu- 
nice Millard,  Sarah  Robinson,  Jerusha  Oliver,  Sally  D. 
Oliver,  Electa  Pettit  and  Curtis  Pettit.  Franklin  Oliver 
was  a])pointed  standing  clerk.  ,A.t  this  meeting  there  were 
five  additions  made  to  the  branch  church,  viz.  : Alanson 
Rul)in>on  and  wife,  .\le\ander  and  Harvey  Pettit,  and 
Sally  Robinson.  The  first  regular  covenant  meeting  was 
held  on  the  third  Saturday  in  June,  1S34. 

Rufus  1).  Puree,  a licentiate  of  the  Newfane  church, 
was  called  to  spend  the  summer  of  1834  with  this  branch 
and  ])reach  to  them.  His  salary  was  to  consist  of  his 
board  and  clotiiing.  Deacon  Robinson  obtained  wool, 
and  Mrs.  Robinson  ])icked  and  spun  it.  It  being  woven, 
she  cut  and  made  the  young  preacher’s  coat.  Another 
member  [irovided  him  with  pants,  another  with  a vest, 
still  another  purchased  his  boots.  Mr.  Puree  “ boarded 
around  ” a week  in  a place,  and  thus  his  salary  was  paid 
in  full. 

At  the  covenant  meeting  in  September  following  it  was 
decided  to  call  a council  for  the  purpose  of  being  recog- 
nized as  an  independent  church.  This  council,  consist- 
ing of  delegates  from  the  Baptist  churches  of  Porter, 
Lockpnrt,  Yates  and  Newfane,  convened  at  the  above- 
mentioned  school-house,  October  23d,  1834,  at  which 
time  and  place  this  branch  was  regularly  constituted  and 
recogdized  as  an  independent  Baptist  church.,  Rev.  Arab 
Irons,  of  Yates,  preaching  the  recognition  sermon.  The 
church  at  that  time  consisted  of  nineteen  members. 

About  the  ist  of  January,  1835,  Rev.  Amos  Reed  was 
engaged  to  preach  to  this  church  a portion  of  the  time 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  P'ebruaiy  following  the  sacrament 
was  celebrated  for  the  first  time.  About  May  ist,  1835, 
Elder  Reed,  at  his  own  request,  was  released  from  his 
engagement,  and  soon  after  publicly  renounced  his  con- 
nection with  the  Baptist  denomination. 

On  the  nth  of  June,  1835,  the  Baptist  church  of  Wil- 
son, consisting  of  twenty-one  members,  was  received  into 
the  Niagara  Baptist  Association.  After  Elder  Reed  was 
dismissed  the  church  was  without  a regular  preacher  until 
June,  1836,  when  Tracy  Scott,  a licentiate,  was  engaged 
for  one  ye.ir. 

In  May,  1837,  an  association  was  formed  in  connection 
with  the  churcli,  called  the  " Religious  Agricultural  So- 
ciety," of  wliich  Morgan  Johnson  was  seerctan-,  and  R. 
Robinson,  S.  Millard  and  H.  Pettit,  directors.  The  object 
of  this  society  was  to  cultivate  certain  lands,  and  appro- 
priate the  pro  ceeds  to  benevolent  purjioses. 

(,)n  Decem.'cr  24th,  1837.  J.  Halliday,  a licentiate,  ac- 
ccqited  a call  froU'i  this  church,  at  a salary  of  Si-oo  per 
war  and  a hini-e  and  lot. 

U[)  to  i.s3.<  public  meetings  h.ul  been  held,  for  the  most 
juirt,  in  the  ..chool-house  in  district  .No.  4, -on  the  Slash 
road.  On  the  amt  of  .\i'ril,  1838,  the  church  met  at  the 
sch.ool-hoiise  at  ” Wilson  Four  Corners."  'rids  was  th.e 


commencement  of  Baptist  meetings  at  Wilson  village.  On 
the  last  Wednesday  in  September,  183S,  P,e\.  J.  Halliday 
was  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor  of  this  chun  n.  He 
continued  his  labors  here  until  March  21st,  [840.  when 
he  resigned,  and  was  followed,  in  May,  by  the  Rev.  G.  C. 
Walker. 

In  March,  1847,  a lot  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  street 
was  purchased  of  Luther  Wilson,  and  the  same  year  a 
dwelling  for  the  pastor  was  erected  upon  it  at  a cost  of 
about  §800.  In  1866  the  church  and  society  sold  this 
place,  and  purchased  a more  commodious  parsonage  on 
I Pettit  street,  in  the  west  part  of  the  village,  which  they 
j still  own. 

I By  the  end  of  1842  the  congregation  had  grown  to 
such  proportions  that  the  church  sorely  felt  the  need  of 
a larger  building,  .\ccordingly,  in  the  earlv  part  of  1843, 
they  commenced  the  erection  of  a church  edilice  on  a 
lot  donated  for  that  purpose  by  Luther  Wilson,  located 
on  the  corner  of  Chestnut  and  Pettit  streets.  The  struc- 
ture is  of  cobble-stone,  with  a lecture  room  in  the  base- 
I ment,  and  cost  about  $2,200.  With  the  e.xception  of  its 
having  been  remodeled  internally  it  remains  the  same  as 
originally  built. 

Rev.  Mr.  Walker  remained  as  pastor  until  Aiiril,  r845, 
and  was  succeeded  on  the  6th  of  May  following  by  Rev. 
Arab  Irons.  The  Niagara  Baptist  Association  met  with 
this  church  for  the  first  time  June  nth  and  12th,  1S45, 
and  Mr.  Irons  was  elected  its  moderator. 

On  June  i3th,  1846,  a meeting  of  the  church  and 
society  was  held,  the  object  being,  as  the  records  show, 
“to  reinstate  the  church  property  in  the  hands  of  the 
church  and  society  in  a legal  form,”  the  incorporation 
J having  been  defective.  Hence  it  would  appear  that 
upon  this  date  the  church  was  duly  incorporated  as  the 
I “ First  Baptist  Church  and  Society  of  Wilson." 

I Elder  Irons  closed  his  labors  as  pastor  of  this  church 
j the  last  of  October,  1S46.  His  successor  was  Rev.  B.  F. 
Burr,  who  remained  about  one  year,  after  which  the 
church  was  destitute  of  a pastor  a year  or  more.  The 
records  of  October  7th,  1847,  show  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  “to  give  no  minister  a call  that  is  in  the  usual 
habit  of  reading  his  sermons.”  On  December  i6th, 
1848,  a unanimous  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  J.  H.  Mor- 
r'son,  which  he  at  once  accepted,  preaching  his  first  ser- 
mon as  pastor  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  January,  1840. 
Elder  Morrison  remained  seven  years  and  nine  mr.ntl'.s. 
during  which  time  there  were  124  additions  to  tiie 
church,  77  of  which  were  by  baptism.  He  re.-'igned  Sep- 
tember 28th,  1S56. 

I Fdder  Morrison  was  followed,  October  5th.  1856,  lyv 

George  M.  Condron,  a licentiate,  who,  on  the  12th  of 

November  following,  was  ordained  and  installed  [Mstor 

I of  this  chun  h.  He  resigned  at  the  end  of  one  war,  and 

was  succeeded  in  October,  1S57.  by  Re\'.  L.  C.  P.itten- 

! gill,  of  .\kron,  N.  at  a s.d, ir\-  of  ,8:ico  [ er  \-  't.  Fa  r 

1 his  inin'istratio’is.  in  the  c.irL'  part  tU  1 'N8.  : • e 

1 , , , . ' 

I were  a.tided  to  the  church  b_\'  baptism.  He  rcinauioi 

! nearly  eight  rears,  withdrawing  in  September.  1803,  aiul 

i in.  I.inuaiw,  i8('D,  was  siua  eederi  1>\  Rer.  Warh.im  Mud.. 
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BAPTIST  AND  METHODIST  CHURCHES  IN  W4I.SON. 


As  a result  of  a religious  revival  conducted  by  him  in  the 
early  part  of  1867,  thirty-nine  united  witli  the  church  by 
ba[)tism.  His  connection  with  this  cluirch  was  severed 
May  1st,  1869.  The  ne\t  pastor  was  Rev.  B.  F.  Car-  j 
field,  who  came  about  the  first  of  September,  1869,  and 
remained  one  year,  after  which  the  pulpit  was  not  regu- 
larly su[)plied  until  March  12th,  1871,  when  Rev.  Mr. 
Reese  accejited  the  pastorate.  He  surrendered  it  after  j 

a stay  of  less  than  three  months,  and  was  succeeded  i 

by  Rev.  Mr.  Nordell  as  a sup[)ly.  On  August  27th. 
1871,  Rev.  C.  \V.  Divoll,  from  Akron,  assumed  the  jias- 
toral  charge  of  the  chur<  h,  but,  owing  to  failing  health, 
was  obliged  to  resign  at  the  end  of  one  year.  Ele  was 
followed  on  the  13th  of  October,  1872,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  ' 
Dorward,  who  remained  about  two  years,  preaching  his 
farewell  sernton  September  hilr,  1874.  His  successor  was  ; 
Rev.  E.  Packwood,  who  came  November  ist,  1874,  at  a i 
salary  of  $Soo  jier  annum,  and  remained  three  years,  re-  | 
signing  November  tst,  1877.  The  present  pastor.  Rev. 

S.  S.  Bidwell,  from  Morrisville,  commenced  his  labors  j 
here  May  ist,  1S78.  I 

A Sabbath-school  was  formed  in  connection  with  this  ' 
church  in  1834.  Alexander  Pettit  was  the  first  superin- 
tendent. It  has  been  regularly  kept  up  since  its  organi-  ' 
zation;  H.  S.  Pettit  has  been  and  is  at  present  the  super- 
intendent. The  [iresent  number  of  scholars  is  194,  with  j 
a corps  of  19  teachers  and  a library  of  about  400  volumes.  i 

METHODIST  E1>ISC(JP.A.L  CHURCH  OK  WILSON.  ! 

i 

The  exact  date  of  the  formation  of  a class  of  this  ' 
denomination  at  this  point  is  not  known,  but  it  was  j 
probably  as  early  as  1820.  The  first  c[uarterly  meeting 
for  Lewiston  circuit,  of  which  this  class  formed  a part, 
was  held  in  the  town  of  Porter,  August  23rd  and  24th, 
1823.  'I'he  first  ([uarterly  meeting  for  the  circuit  held  at 
Wilson  was  on  July  8th,  1826,  when  Bishop  Elijah  Hed- 
ding  presided.  For  a period  of  nineteen  years  Wilson  j 
continued  to  form  a [lart  of  this  circuit,  during  wliich 
t ime  the  society  was  served  Ity  the  following  preachers,  in  j 
the  order  named:  Revs,  fra  Brownson,  John  Copeland, 

Andrew  Prindle,  Wilbur  Hoag,  John  E.  Cole,  John  Co- 
zart,  John  B.  Lankton,  Henry  F.  Row,  Philo  Woodworth, 
Sipiare  \\ . Chase,  George  \\uIkinson,  Orrin  Abbott, 
James  H.  Whallen,  Josiah  Brakeman,  Alvin  Waller,  John 
B.  Lankton,  Judah  S.  Mitchell,  Ira  Brownson,  John  B.  j 
Lankton,  S.  R.  Cook,  James  H.  Whallen,  William  Warner, 
David  Nichols,  Lewis  Coburn,  William  D.  Buck,  H.  Rvan 
Smith,  Daniel  D.  Buck,  John  Powell,  J.  B,  Smith,  Nelson 
Floag  and  G,  T.  Wuted.  In  addition  to  these  regularly 
apjiointed  ministers,  th.ere  was  employed  from  time  to 
lime  a large  number  of  local  preachers  of  whom  there  is 
but  slight  '•fcord.  By  request  of  this  society,  and  in 
accordance  with  a vote  of  the  quarterly  conferenr'e, 
lield  at  Ransf.iimi.le,  .\ugust  27th,  1842  Wiisem  village 
was  sot  apart  ,is  a .-talion.  U remained,  howe\er,  in  nom- 
inad  connection  with  the  Lewi, non  circuit  until  1844, 
when  the  union  was  oificiail)  severed  and  it  .stood  alone 
on  the  minutes  of  the  conference. 

I'lie  society  was  leg  alls  mcor|)urated  on  the  2'Uh  of 


December,  1836,  at  which  time  the  following  trustees  w ere 
elected  : John  Haze,  Daniel  Teiry,  Samuel  R.  Merwin 
Cyrus  Case,  Luther  Wilson,  Samuel  Healy  and  Svivester 
Hosiner  It  was  at  the  same  lime  resolved  “that  ihi- 
soriety  luiild  a house  for  divine  worship.”  At  cording- 
ly,  the  erection  of  a frame  chim  h edifu  e was  commenced 
in  the  early  part  of  1837.  The  site  of  the  building,  whii  h 
is  situated  on  the  corner  of  Lake  and  High  stret.ts.  was 
donated  to  the  sm  iety  h\  .\ndrew  Brow  n for  church  juir- 
[>uses.  Ira  'I'ompkius  w.is  the  builder.  'I'he  structure 
was  coni]ileted  ami  appropriately  dedicated  the  following 
year.  Prior  to  the  building  of  this  church,  private  dwel- 
lings, barns,  and  district  school-houses  were  used  by  the 
society  for  public  worship. 

'I'he  following  is  a list  of  the  ministers  wlto  ha\c  served 
the  church  since  Wilson  became  an  indej-iendent  station, 
in  1842:  I'levs.  Nelson  Hoag,  Allen  P.  Ripley  two  years, 
Sumner  C.  Smith,  William  H.  De  Puy  two  years  , Albert 
D.  ^Vilber,  D.  B.  Lawton,  Zenas  Hurd,  James  McEunin. 
C.  S.  Baker  two  vears  , De  F.  Parsons  two  years  , Milo 
Scott  two  years  , J.  McClelland,  S.  C.  Church  two  years  , 
^V'.  J.  Nichols,  R.  S.  loot,  Robert  C.  Brownlee  two 
years  , Philo  Woodworth  two  years  , William  Barrett,  H. 
Ryan  Smith,  H.  L.  New  ton  two  years  , J.  T.  Humphrev 
two  years  , and  Ward  B.  Pickard,  who  is  the  present 
pastor. 

The  parsonage  was  built  on  the  same  lot  with  the 
church,  fronting  High  street,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
William  H.  De  Puy,  in  the  conference  \ears  of  1S46  and 
1847.  The  value  of  the  property  owned'  by  the  church 
and  society  is  reported  in  the  annual  minutes  at 

$5,300- 

'I’he  Sunday-school  connected  with  this  church  was 
among  the  first  organized  in  this  region  of  coumr\, 
and  has  been  sustained  most  of  the  time  since  its  or- 
ganization. 

FREE  .METHODIST  CHURCH  OK  WILSON. 

A free  Methodist  clas.s  was  organized  at  Wilson,  as  a 
branch  of  the  Porter  church,  about  the  year  1S65,  'I'he 
original  members  did  not  exceed  fifteen  in  number,  promi- 
nent among  whom  were  John  Billings,  who  was  chosen  the 
first  class-leader;  Alliert  A.  Daile\’,  William  Robinson,  fohn 
Robinson  and  John  Colheth.  Among  the  first  mini>ters 
to  preach  to  them  were:  Rev.  Messrs.  Freeland.  Curry. 
William  Cooley,  Jones,  and  Burrett — mostly  pa.stors  of 
the  chun  h in  Porter.  Rev.  William  Cooley  resided  at 
Wilson,  and  preached  regularly  every  two  weeks  in  con- 
nection with  the  Porter  cluirch. 

In  the  spring  of  1874,  William  Allen,  William 
D(.)\de,  Ira  W'ilcox,  and  William  Pari.sh,  who  were 
members  of  the  Porter  < hurch,  but  intcre>ted  in 
the  pro>[ierily  of  tlie  \\'ilson  (lass,  bought  for 
a lot  in  Wilson  \'ili.ige.  upon  which  were  Kic.ii-.b 
a dw  e-lliiig  .ui'l  .1  ,,ir-,c  budding  ei'c(  tel  'd,- 
wagon  and  blacksiiiiih  shoi.,  'I'he  l.'tter  ii;e\  ... 
motlelcd  aiul  cuiuerted  into  a meeting-house.  w)iii  li 
dedicated  in  June.  1874.  h\-  Re\'.  II.  J'.  R..ber:'.  'i 
Roclieste-r.  riic  free  use  of  this  l.uilding  ii.is  1-ccu  g.-n- 
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(..Tously  clon.ilL'd  to  ihis  society  ever  since.  Previous  to 
tills  tliiu;  the  M:Ii'H.MKni.se  at  Wilson  and  otten  private 
du'eilin^s  wiTe  used  by  the  society  for  public  worship. 

Since  the  fall  oc  1S72,  this  class  has  been  regularly 
supplied  by  minisiers  of  the  denomination.  Rev.  Mr. 
P.irtridge  ccunmemed  his  labors  here  at  that  time,  in 
connection  with  the  Porter  chun  h.  and  remained  two 
years.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  William  Jackson  for 
two  year>.  Rev.  Mr.  Manning,  of  the  I.ockport  church, 
a.ssumed  the  [lastoral  charge  of  this  church  in  the  fall  of 
1876,  and  siill  retains  it.  'Phis  church  belonged  to  what 
was  known  as  the  Porter  and  Wilson  circuit  until  the 
fall  of  1877,  when  it  was  set  off  to  the  Lockport  and 
Newfaue  circuit.  The  present  membership  is  about  18. 

C'HKSl'XrjT  STREET  M.  E.  CHURCH. 

The  ciiurch  edifice  was  erected  in  1871.  It  is  located 
on  lot  56,  Marsh  road  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town. 
Regular  services  are  held  here  by  M.  W.  Ayers,  in 
connection  witli  the  M.  E.  church  at  W'arren’s  Corners. 

WII.S(3N'S  LEADING  CITIZENS. 

The  post-office  address  of  the  persons  here  sketched  is 
^V  ilson,  N.  Y.,  when  not  otherwise  given. 

Jared  II.  Ackerman  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y., 
in  1820.  He  marned  Mary  Perry,  a native  of  the  same 
county,  in  1S40.  He  removed  to  W'ilson  in  T845,  and 
purchased  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1S48.  He 
was  the  first  settler  on  lot  58,  and  caused  the  road  to  be 
opened  by  his  place  from  the  Slash  to  the  Beebe  road. 

HTram  K.  Burton  was  born  in  New  Lebanon,  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.,  May  3rd,  1815.  In  1837  he  married  Joan- 
nah  Townsend,  of  Canaan,  Columbia  county.  He  came 
to  Wilson  in  1S47  and  purchased  a partly  improved  farm 
of  100  acres  on  lot  No.  30,  Randall  road,  where  he  still 
resides.  He  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Edward  Barker  is  a native  of  Norfolk,  England,  where 
he  was  born  in  182S.  He  emigrated  to  Toronto,  Canada 
West,  in  1835.  He  removed  to  Lockport  in  1838  and 
remained  five  years,  when  he  ])urchased  and  located  on 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  Clarence,  Erie  county.  Here,  in 
1851,  he  married  Et.=''  Galloway.  His  estate  increased  in 
Clarence  to  300  acres.  In  1S70  he  removed  to  Wilson,  and 
purchased  150  acres  on  the  Town  Line  road,  lot  No.  3, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  w'as  elected  supervisor  of  ^^’il- 
son  in  the  spring  of  1S78.  Post-office  address.  South 
Wilson,  N.  Y. 

Gilbert  Brown  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
1800.  He  niJi  ried -Vnna  E.  ( tlmstead  in  1821,  and  came 
t j Wilson  in  1823.  :uul  settled  on  lot  No.  72  on  the 
Yo'ingstown  road,  wliich.  was  then  onlv  chopped  through 
from  < )lcott  to  WiUon.  He  has  had  five  children,  tliree 
of  whom  are  still  liv  ing;  h.is  wife  died  in  March.  1868. 

(.liarles  S.  Bints. ill  was  liorn  in  I.ockport  in  1832,  where 
lie  l-;,i!'!U'd.  ti'e  i >i  u'ksulith’s  ti'adc  cmd  folbiw'..  ! t'cit  luisi- 
ne-^.  Ir,  iS'oi  !w  uuiTied  .Adeha  Coulter,  of  Sehenec- 
tady  county,  N.  Y He  moved  to  Newfaue  and  thence  to 
Wilstin  in  1875,  „i.il  juirciKisi  d and  settled  on  tlic  farm  on 
wliul;  he  now  ic'-ule.-i  I'o't-ofliee  addres.-,,  fllcutt,  N.  V, 


' .Andrew  Brown  wa.s  born  in  Saratoga  county  in 

He  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Wilson.  Having  pur- 
chased too  acres  on  the  north  part  of  lot  No.  9c,  where 

i he  now  lives,  he  located  there  in  t8i6,  since  whiclt  time 

I he  has  been  identified  with  the  growth  and  development 

i of  the  town  and  village.  He  was  for  man\  years  town 

clerk,  also  justii  e of  the  peace,  and  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers and  first  trustees  of  the  Wilson  Collegiate  Institute. 

' Several  years  ago  he  platted  and  added  to  the  village  of 
\\,il>on  a portion  of  his  farm.  , 

()/ro  Bachelder  was  born  in  Le  Roy,  Genesee  county. 
N.  Y.,  Seiiteinber  20th,  1S23.  In  June,  1845,  he  came  to 
Niagara  county,  stopping  in  I.ockport  until  November 
following,  when  he  located  on  lot  No.  17  in  Wilson,  where 
he  now  resides.  October  6th,  1S53,  he  married  Margaret 
I Crawford,  of  Wilson. 

i IVilliam  Burton  was  born  in  New  Lebanon,  Columbia 
I county,  N.  Y.,  June  loth,  iSio.  In  i S53  he  emigrated  to 

! Wilson  and  located  on  lot  No.  20,  on  the  farm  he  ^till 

I occupies,  having  cleared  up  a ])ortion  of  it  and  planted 

I all  the  fruit  trees.  Post-office  address,  Ransornville,  N.  Y, 
j F.  F.  Barnum  was  born  in  Penfield,  Monroe  county, 
N.  Y.,  November  21st,  1820.  At  the  age  of  two  years  Ite 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Brighton,  Alonroe  countv,  w here 
; he  resided  until  June,  1S62,  when  he  came  to  Wilson  and 

i purchased  a farm  on  lot  No.  5,  upjon  which  he  now  resides. 

' He  erected  all  the  fine  buildings  upon  it,  except  one  barn, 
j Elmer  A.  Bickford,  of  Wilson  village  was  born  in  Wi!- 
I son.  May  24th,  1849.  He  married  .Ada  .V.  Eighmc.  of 
I Cambria,  November  27th,  187.2.  In  1876  he,  in  company 
I with  one  Gifford,  erected  a warehouse  and  cider-mill  a: 

' IVilson  station,  and  began  buying  grain  and  produce.  In 

! the  spring  of  1877  Bickford  bought  Gifford's  interestauii 
now  continues  the  business  alone.  In  1877  Mr.  B.  pur- 
j chased  and  shipped  over  too  car  loads  of  grain  from  this 
1 station.  He  also  deals  in  coal,  handling  from  500  to  Soo 
I tons  annually. 

^ Erwin  Burton  was  born  in  Pembroke,  Genesee  county, 
j N.  Y.,  December  20th,  1825.  'v\'hen  he  was  ten  year.>  ot 
! age  his  parents  moved  to  Erie  county.  At  the  age  of 
; twenty  he  went  to  Rochester  and  was  associated  with  the 
I first  established  milk  company  of  that  city.  Inthes[)ring 
I of  1849  he  removed  to  Wilson  and  purchased  a new  farm 
on  lot  No.  49,  upon  vvhich  he  still  resides,  having  made  the 
i improvements  himself.  Post-office  address,  Coomer. 
Niagara  county,  N.  A’. 

Calv  in  Bowker  was  born  in  \\'ilson  October  7tli.  1830. 
On  December  31st,  1857,  he  married  Elsie  .A.  Towt-r. 
also  a native  of  Wilson,  ami  daughter  of  D.  D,  Tower. 
'I'hey  have  alwavs  resided  in  tliis  town ; own  a farm  «u 
lot  No.  15  vvhich  .Mr.  Bt>wker  tills.  They  also  own  bic 
.American  Hotel,  a fine,  large,  two-story  brick  building  ;n 
Wilson  village,  of  which  Frank  I.e  A’an  is  the  present 
manager  in  c hi<.'f. 

Mru  I.  ' 1'  upbv‘'.  a d.  F >.  ''  .M 

was  born  ’u  I'l  ' v .vu  of  \\  •}  on.  M.iv  end.  1 -j:  . : r ' 

site  wa.s  rnarricui  to  1-rank  B.  Campbell,  of  tfair.!-:-:,:, . • 
' (lie'll  J miiarv  yth,  1875.  She  was  ag.iin  man  ied.  tc  M r- 
lit  I,.  C.uiij'b'  11,  of  New  fane,  I'ebrii.uy  loih,  i 8p.,  L ■ v 


PRoMiNKN'^i'  ('ri'i/i:Ns  oi'  town  oi  wii  s.  )\. 


!i.i\e  a I'ma  farm  of 'o  acres,  \\herc  t,!a.-y  rafale,  and  Mr. 
(,.'anii)i)dl  dcoatie-'  hiH  time  ti>  famun..  t^’-mpdell 

is  a moulder  of  die  If.  F-.  church  nf  W d.'. m,  i 

Daniel  Carter  w.is  born  near  Sr.  L'ar’narinc'.  < ’ W,  ' 

in  i8ii,  and  came  :•<>  Wilson  with  his  Cirher  :u  i '!.|.  In 
i8_5f  he  piirciiased  acres  of  land  (.if  John  I'.rc'.ver  (ci 
lot  No.  8i,  Sla.sh  read.  In  i8:;a  he  married  I'.h/abeiii 
W est,  of  t'a/enoiia,  and  settled  on  tliis  farm,  where  he 
stili  remains.  .Mrs,  Carter  died  in  t.Syb,  and  lu  is..iS  lie 
was  married  lo  I.oursa  Glea.son,  of  Cobura,  C.  M'. 

Riehard  V.  Ciiestrr  was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Ky.,  j 
November  2 5d,  i.s.yy  He  served  four  years  in  die  rebel  j 
army  ..is'in'is  ate  in  the  ist  Kentucky  regiment.  He  came  to  I 

Wilson  in  December.  1867,  from  Paris,  bourbon  ( oimt;,  , . 

Ky.,  and  married  Ella  M.  Howell,  of  Wilson,  April  Sth,  | 

1S6S.  He  is  a camentcr  and  joiner  by  trade,  but  is  at  | 

present  [)ro[irietor  o:’ the  Ontario  House,  a large,  two-story, 
cobble-stone  hotel,  in  Wilson. 

Grant  Cuddeback  is  a native  of  ^Vilson;  he  was  born 
in  1834,  and  married  in  1853  to  Eliza  bartlett,  of  Seneca 
county,  N.  Y.  Thev  Iiave  one  son  and  one  daughter.  ; 
He  purchased  and  in  1870  removed  to  the  farm  he  now 
occupies,  u[ion  which  there  are  about  500  fruit  trees.  > 

John  J.  Cashing  was  born  in  Hampshire  county.  Mass., 
A]irii  13th.  1827.  He  came  to  ^ViIson  in  1841.  He 
married  Elvira  Covert,  a native  of  Wilson,  January  9th, 
1851.;  both  of  them  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  of 
Wilson.  I’hey  reside  on  lot  No.  68,  Slash  road.  Post-  | 
office  address,  Ma'iie  Street,  N.  Y.  j 

John  Dicz  ’.vas  born  in  Wurtemliurg,  Germane  , in  1835.  i 

He  emigrated  to  .\merica  in  1S53,  and  coming  to  New-  | 

fane  he  worked  four  vears  as  a farm-hand,  mobt  of  the  j 

time  for  New cU  I'arnhani.  Pn  tS;7  he  m.arricd  Christina  j 

Diez,  also  from  Wurtemburg.  who  came  to  America  at  i 
the  same  time  with  Mr.  Diez.  In  1S5S  he  took  a farm  of  i 
Stephen  Wilson  to  work  on  shares  fur  live  years,  after 
which  he  rented  another  f.trm,  of  70  acres,  for  one  year,  ^ 

at  the  e.xi.iration  of  which  time  he  nurchased  it.  In  186^  ' 

I 

he  traded  this  farm  tor  the  one  on  which  he  now  resides. 

It  contains  167  acres  of  most  e.xcellent  land,  s’.tu.ited  on  | 
the  Youngstown  road,  and  watered  by  the  west  l.iranch  of 
d’w  eh  e-mile  i reek.  An  illustration  of  liis  brick  residence 
and  surr.iundhves  may  lie  seen  on  another  page. 

Mrs.  Delia  Inviglu  was  horn  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  .\u- 
gust  3th,  1.8:7.  ( >n  Mar'.  h 20th.  1837,  she  was  mar- 

ried to  D.uiiel  Dwwht,  of  Duddey.  Ma.'S.  She  came  from  ■ 
I.e  Roy,  Genesee  cuunty,  to  Wilson  in  M arch,  1.837,  witli  i 

her  iuisband,  w lie-,  tor  mar.}  years  [ue\ ious  to  ins  de.atli.  ! 

re-id.e’i  i,"i  lui  No.  •,6,  I.a.ke  ro.ui,  wliere  .Mrs.  D.  still  re- 
main".  cniidui  tine  the  f.irm.  | 

J.  'A',  r. eeic.-lon  was  born  in  jord.in,  ' 'nondag.i  county, 

N.  y..  in  1.8:0.  ,\t  the  age  of  I'mir  _ve.”'s  lie  moved  w ltia 

Ills  p.irerUs  '..i  I'.e.UvT  D im,  l ioga  coiii'.t\’,  wiu  re  1'.  j re- 
in,u.iud  {.8:;.  wlien  lie  <,':m'M.'  ro  p.'rti.T.  and.  i,"  is^a. 
pan  . - e.  1 • l ei.i  o ■ 1. ' .it.-  ' o ;a  , ,.i  i. y , ,,  , , j 

he  silii  > 11  j 'U  s. 

Daniel  Karlev  was  born  June  eCt'.i,  1850.  and.  married 
M.ir\  I'li-adile}.  of  Ar'ilson.  m l-ebriurv.  1.872.  11--  resides  ‘ 

on  ;i,  parr  .p’  die  ..Id  home-n-.i'I  .;m,l  ■.  mpl.'-.vd.  :n  ,.a:':n- 


ing.  His  father,  Benjamin  i-'arle},  was  iiorn  in  ale'a. 
Mass.,  in  1810,  and  was  o*'  I’.ng'ish  eMraction.  IK-  . .ime 
to  Wilson  in  1S42,  and  pur.  ha^.,-'i  a tract  of  wild  Liml  on 
lot  No.  .j8,  whiii.  he  imprie..  d and  resided  on  until  his 
d'.Mth,  ,\[)ril  151I1,  I .--76.  He  w :is  .supervisor  of  Wihon  in 
I 8/, 3,  and  took  an  active  [>art  in  lilling  the  mili'ar\'  ipiota 
ol  the  town.  lie  w. is  elected  sheriff  of  Niagara  county  m 
1.S37.  ami  was  a member  of  .Xsseml.'ly  in  1867  and  1868. 
!'ost-offi(  e address,  Coonier,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y. 

( >r>emus  Ferris  was  born  at  (Avid,  .Seneca  countv.  Mav 
5t)i,  1814.  He  moved  to  Ogden,  .Monroe  county,  in  1822, 
came  to  Wilson  in  1836.  and  located  on  lot  No.  14,  where 
he  now  re.sidcs.  'I'liis  farm  lie  cleared  u})  and  improved 
from  a wilderness.  He  has  long  bven  a [irominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church,  and  for  nearly  30  years  a dea- 
con. He  was  supervisor  of  Wilson  in  1854,  and  again  in 

1837* 

R.  A.  Ferris  was  born  in  Lester,  Livingston  county, 
N.Y.,  June  i6th,  1S33.  He  came  to  Niagara  county  in 
1849,  located  on  his  present  farm,  on  lot  No.  53.  in 
1868.  He  was  a member  of  Company  K,  151st  regiment, 
and  participateel  in  the  battle  of  Locust  Gro\  e,  November 
1.3th.  1862.  Post-office  address,  Olcott,  N.  Y. 

I'moch  Fitch  was  born  in  Green  River.  Columbia  county 
N.  Y.,  February  12th,  1809.  He  came  to  M'ilson  and 
located  November  20th,  1830,  upon  a new  farm,  which,  he 
still  owns  and  occupies.  He  was  married  to  Lucina 
Church,  of  Riga,  Monroe  county,  August  29th,  1831.  He 
is  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  lire  western  part  of  the 
town.  His  life-long  occupation  has  been  that  of  a far- 
mer. Post-office  address,  Ransomville.  N.  Y. 

Nathan  Gallup  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y..  in 
1815,  and  was  married  in  1841  to  Julia  Cook,  of  I'li'a. 
He  came  to  Niagara  county  in  1S43  and  settled  in  Wil- 
son. He  has  ow  ned  .several  farms,  and  located  where  he 
now  resides,  on  lot  No.  6,  in  1874.  When  young  lie  fol- 
lowed teaching  'several  years,  but  latterly  lias  pursued 
farming.  His  first  wife  died  in  June.  1870.  He  married 
Mary  Small  in  December,  1870.  He  has  been  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  nearly  fifty  years,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  session  si.\  years. 

Hiram  H.  Goodenough,  a native  of  ^\’ilson,  was  born  in 
1S46.  He  enlisted  in  Company  I,  2nd  Mounted  Rillcs, 
under  Cajitain  Gould,  of  I.oikport.  and  was  at  Petersburg. 
.Meatl's  Stationand  Hatcher's  Run.and  jnesent  at  tlie  sur- 
render of  General  Lee  at  Ajipomatto.v.  He  w.is  disc'll. irg- 
ed  at  Buffalo,  .-\iigust  31st,  1805.  He  married  Il.iriiet 
jarvis.  of  Wilson,  in  .August,  1867,  and  resides  on  the  Ran- 
dall mad. 

i i iram  G ifford  was  born  in  Wilson  in  1851.  IKmarric  i 
ILutic  L.  Scott,  of  the  s. line  town,  in  1873.  Ili.s  f,.trn  r 
1..  II.  tliffoid,  horn  in  I'uilon  counly  in  1813.  > .mie  i • 
Wil'on  in  ! 83  i ,md  pur'  !u!S(.cl  i6o  aervs  on  lot  .No.  3.  on  ri.e 
'I'o'vn  ! iiie  mad.,  wliei'v  th.e\'  --tin  re^id.e.  He  Inis  bee"  ju-- 
;.iect!r..--  f w , j \ c Pust-.'ic.  e ad  ,r.  - ' 

W -m. 

Willi.un  Hamblin  was  born  in  Cornwall.  Ad.i  ■ ■ 
count\’.  \’t.,  Mav  6th,  n'sei.  He  came  to  \\  d-or.  m i • 
ami  Loiight  md  'e,  rmi  up  ,1  farm  1 le  w ,is  in  m.-; . • ■ 
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in  !roin  1^54  to  i Sinj.  I Ic  purc!i.isf<i  Ais 

t.irm  on  lot  NAj.  ’5  in  iSfij,  .tnJ  Ita-.  sin<  o tollon  - 
I.,!  r'armin^.  H'-'  \s.is  snpcrvisor  of  Wilson  from  1S67  t(j 
i '70.  ami  ha>  railroKl  couimi'^ionor  tor  the  to\\n 

cilice  1S73.  lie  \\  a->  iir-t  nuirried  to  Anna  lAn^'er.  1 1.  ro- 

■ I>er  ’r>t.  1S4’,  ami  marritti  the  sev'oml  time  to  Aanoret  K. 
WOoil,  ot  Wilson,  April  7cth, 

l-'.li  N.  1 lamiiiin,  sun  of  W illia.m  Flamblin,  was  horn  in 
j Wilson  in  184a.  lie  enlisted  in  Lornp.iny  K,  cSih  N. 
reyiment.  under  Captain  l’i;4e,  in  Ma\.  lAoi.am!  si,'r\ed 
two  ve.irs,  heiny  at  t!i  ■ h.-n!es  of  Amietam,  f.'edar  .Moun- 
tain, (.'liancellors',  ille,  et'  . Me  >e,is  disrharyed  in  June, 

. 1863.  He  was  ntarnevl  ti>  l.va.lia,  daughter  of  1*.  D. 

■ Tower,  F.s>[.,  of  W'ilson,  in  [S64.  He  resides  on  the 
j \'oiingst{)ten  ro.ui  ,ind  is  l)v  ori:u[).uion  a farmer. 

I John  Hill  was  !)orn  in  Scotland  in  iSio,  and  emigrated 
I toC.’anaila  in  183  ;,  He  look  u[i  arms  against  the  Hritish 
I government  under  MeKen/ie  in  the  revolt  of  1837,  for 
j which  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  Toronto,  from 
^ Hecendjer,  1837,  to  .August,  183S,  when  he  was  banished 
. at  three  days’  notice,  with  penalt\-  of  death  if  ever  caught 
|o>.  British  soil  of  his  own  free  will.  He  at  once  came  to 
j hew  iston,  and  in  iSgt  to  Wilson,  and  located  wliere  he 
j now  resides  in  1S43.  Having  bought  his  farm  when  in 
la  state  of  nature,  he  has  cleared  and  improved  it 
’ erected  all  the  Itnildings  and  planted  all  the  fruit  and 
j ornamental  trees.  One  of  his  evergreens  he  brought  si.\t\- 
I miie.s  in  his  Ivand  from  Canada. 

I .Mrs.  Sally  hh'lmes,  relict  of  Daniel  Holmes,  and  daugh-  • 
I ter  of  Judge  John  Taylor,  of  Saratoga  county,  wa.s  born  in 
I Charlton,  Saratoga  county,  February  21st,  1792.  She 
1 married  Mr.  Holmes  February  12th,  1811,  came  with  her 
? liusband  to  Whlsou  in  an  earl}-  day  and  experienced  the 
I hardships  and  pri\  ations  attendant  upon  pioneer  life.  She 
I is  the  only  .surviving  original  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
I church  of  Wilson,  organized  in  1819.  and  retain.s  her 
i health  and  faculties  to  a wonderful  degree.  Daniel  Holmes 
|*\vas  horn  in  Saratoga  coamy,  July  3rd,  1789,  where  he 
* remained  until  his  marriage,  when  he  removed  to  Schoha- 
I rie  county,  in  Fehruary,  181S,  he  emigrated  with  his 
, f.ith.er,  John  Holmes,  to  Wilson,  moving  his  tami!\'  and. 

effects  in  a sled  with  an  ox-team,  and  driving  two  cows 
! .Arris  ing  here  he  purchased  160  .u  res  of  land  on  lot  No 
‘ 73,  on  the  l.akc  rvcid,  ujson  winch  there  had  once  been 
a log  house  learned  in  iSrg  I13  tl'.e  British  , ,md  a small 
I learing  commenced  by  Amlresv  l^ays.  pres  ious  to  the 
•\ar.  To  this  p!:u  e .Mr.  Holmes,  after  erecting  a log 
iususe.  remos'ed  iris  faini'y  iir  Jane,  and  began  life  in 
■••irncst,  I icairing.  making  improsenu  nts  .and  erecting 
Ichliiing,-  lli^  iir-t  orriiard.  ssa-  r.ii,-ed  from  seeds  wh.ic  h 
-\hn.  Holmes  bruughl  in  herpi.,-ket  trcmi  her  father'-  in 
UM'.og.i.  The-e  tree’s  are -til!  he.iring  fruit.  .\lr.  Holine- 
wa-  alw.U'  .m  ariive.  useful  ami  inrhienti.il  man,  both,  as 
eitc'en  I'l'l  I hui'iTiin  ,n  lie'  w is  ;he  iir-l  town  < lei'k  c' 
d.  'i-  e.  ..  iU'  h oUt.  e ile  ''I'M  Ii.f  IM  i;i\-  \ ea!'-  1 b,-  w,i  - one 

ol  i.,e  loundcr-  111  tl'.e  I’t  e-bs  t ci  1.' u shuii  1;  ol  W d-on, 
and  .1  ruhne,  e'lier  m ih.il  < luiia  !i  irom  its  organi/ai u ’ii 
until  hi',  'h.iih.  .Much  of  his  persoir.il  hisiorv  'sill  lie 

' ■■.ml  .! n ' o.'  n 1 . e .n  w :!  h I'l'-  1 1 isi o i \ . .1  t i; ai  i hun  h.  i !-i 


I wa-  apj'oinicd  1 aptain  of  militia  at  the  first  milit.uw  or- 
I gani/a.ti'm  of  tlic  i ouni\-  m 1 1 .s.  and  w.is  .ilso  conir.n  i 
j for  the  frst  mail  to  W li-on.  'hhe  route  w.i-  t'rom  1 f. 

I to  A"'iun-_-low  n,  aliout  1825.  i ie  dieil- at  his  re'-id>-i-;. 

' .M  IS  2-'.>'d,,  i It  the  age  of  nearly  9o  rv.o's.  The  p<u. 

: tr  ;;:-  or  I'n-  seUerahh  :md  re-p"cted  < oupie.  r 

j ss'.:;;  a \ ie's  ot  : ire! r i arnm  a U'l  --u  1 1'.  eo-id; n can  ' ■ 

I on  .mot'ier  p i_  -. 

I Ru  h.ard  i '.  llo'.u'''.  -or,  ot  D..Uie’  and  S.rilv  i[  -i- 

I wa-  bora,  in  i-!i-,  -'olioi  v lo- . ou  nt  s'.  N . \ 

i (rune  w;i!r  lb-  jiarc;.:-  ; ■ r'k'.l-./n  iir  iSiS.  ,\i  rlie  ■ ■ 
i tss  e!  \ e s ear-  i'  ■ ss  a-.  ■ ' i [o  nnb  M'oiii  the  I’o-i  m,,'i'.  : ■ 

j Cicneral,  m.ideiiie  i.;-'  n.,;:i!  1 -n'’  !h:ai,t_u  \\  ii-un,  goi.  _ 

! once  .1  ss'cek  on  iv  i'.'-..-:i.r(:P  from  t to  \"oting-;oc.  ri 

I and  back.  This  vewation  he  continued  mo-C  of  ihe  time 

I for  fs'e  or  six  sears.  He  was  married  in  1839  to  Bet-e' 

C'.  Frost,  of  Mills  ille,  ftrleans  ('ounty,  X.  V.  .\t  the  .ige 

j of  twent) -one  he  received  ffty  acres  of  land  on  lot  .\o. 

72. Voungstoss  n road,  which  Ire  inrprtrsed.  au'.l  svliere  after 
his  marriage  he  located,  remaining  until  1870,  when  h.e 
purchased  and  moved  on  to  his  present  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  tw  enty-fs  e acres,  on  lot  31,  Kan(.lall  road.  Hi- 
fir.-t  svife  died  in  March,  1S70.  when  he  svas  again  married, 
to  .\rmista,  dauglrter  of  Gay  C.  Loomis,  in  December, 
1871.  Mr.  Holnres  has  from  youth  been  a memberof  tlie 
Presbyterian  (hurch,  and  for  many  years  a ruling  elder; 
i has  alsvays  taken  a deep  interest  in  llie  Sunday-sch.ool 
cause,  and  was  for  tsventy-fve  years  superintendent  of 
the  Presbyterian  school  at  Wilson.  .A  view  of  his  pleasant 
countrv  home  1-  given  on  another  page. 

J.  C.  Hopkins,  horn  in  Otsego  eountv,  X.  V.,  February 
1st.  iSiS,  moved  to  Wilson  in  1835.  and  located  on  lot 
38,  where  he  still  resides.  His  father,  who  came  here  at 
the  same  tiiii.e  with  his  son,  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-five.  He  had  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
; iieac.e,  and  was  also  justice  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  one 
term. 

John  P.  Flyde  is  a resident  of  Wilson,  and  a native  of 
the  county;  he  was  horn  in  Lewiston  October  29th.  1S55. 

J.  Harvey  Htuching-,  a resident  of  Wilson  village,  and 
by  occupation  a hou-e  painter,  w as  horn  in  this  town  Mav 
17th.  1S50.  He  is  also  a [irivate  detective  in  the  employ 
I of  tb.  ■;  U.  S.  Secret  Service  Company  of  Cincinnati.  His 
; father.  .\hr;un  Hutchings,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
i town,  and  vv.i-  a soldier  of  1812. 

I E.  A.  John-on  is  a native  of  Wilson,  and  a farmer  by 
i O'.'cup.iti'.vn.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph.  L.  Johnson,  who  '••c- 
side-  on  lot  Xo.  7.  Town  Line  road,  and  who  came  to  Wll- 
-011  with,  his  father,  johe,  Johnson,  and  familv  in  i.'37 
fi'iiin  .-tc  luih.trie  couiuv. 

hc-v  i I,.  Inlinson,  a -on  of  John  Johnson,  was  lujrn  in 
Si  holi. trie  countv,  X.  N’.,  in  1823.  He  c.uue  to  ^\'il'0^ 
'\i;h  his  Lnlur'-  family  in  i8;7.  In  M.iv,  1 s pg  he  m.'.r 
ri(  il  I 'l.irim'  I Wil-on,  ' n U’'.  c nf  •.c.vn,  lie'-'  d 

! 1 lu-  r...u,.  i,,  i .5  '. 

! .Mr-.  .M.iri.i  I M-.i'i-on,  relii  t of  ILirv.  y X’.  John-on.  tc> 

wi'i.m  .-h.e  vvas  m.irri(‘d  in  i-  .i  native  <.'f  Sch"hn'‘ie 

. . X.  H-  — ' • '!  ...  ' 
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I.KADINC.  IN  ilAl’.l  1 WTS  ol'  'I'lII-:  'I'OWX  OF  WIF'^nN. 


I in  i S>o.  Me  uas  also  a son  of  John  John 'On,  and 

I-.. in.-  to  Ul!-on  in  i.‘-'37.  He  located  on  lot  No.  7,  Tow  n 
1 ir.  "o.id.  where  In-  died  in  1^76.  He  was  :-ii|'er\ isor  oi 
\\  'l'..ii  in  I05.S,  a meinher  of  the  I’aptist  churi  h of  Wil- 
son, and  a warm  frietnl  of  eduraiion, 

Mr.-...  Tevantia  P.  Johnson,  born  in  Wilson  in  1846,  is 
the  widow-  of  Chester  X.  Johnson,  to  whom  she  was  m.ir- 
ried  in  No-.ember,  1867,  and  who  died  in  l)c<  ember, 
'-^77'  8.1  'ears.  He  wa^  a nieinlw-r  of  the  baptist 

ehnn T.  of  Wilson.  Mr.-.,  fohnson  and  thri-e  children  re- 
.'iile  on  the  h.miestead  of  So  ai  res,  17  acres  of  wlr.ch  is 
planteil  to  fndt. 

William  .\.  K.nowles  is  one  of  the  oldest  nati\e  citizens 
in  the  t"wn  of  Wilson.  He  was  born  here  March  27th, 
1S18.  Ifis  f.ither,  Kicltard  Knowles,  came  to  Wilson  in 
1815,  and  in  1825  settled  w here  William  A.  still  resides  on 
lot  No.  8.  '’oungstown  road.  He  married  -'arali  Robin- 
son. of  fdadrid,  St.  Lawrem  e count)’,  X.  Y.,  ( tctober 
24th,  1846.  -Mr.  K.  has  been  a life-long  resident  of  the 
town,  and  has  followed  farming. 

L'liford  I).  Le  \bin  was  born  in  Cambria,  Xiagara. 
county,  X.  Se[)tcniber  28th,  1846.  Fie  removed  with 
his  :'atii-.-:r’s  familv  to  Wilson  village  from  Porter,  in  1S55. 
He  enlisted  as  a private  July  29th,  1862,  in  Company  b, 
129th  regiment  X.  volunteers,  afterward  the  8th 
heaw  artillery,  Ca[)tain  J.  II.  baker.  Fie  was  promoted 
in  1S64,  and  discharged  June  29th,  1865.  He  was  mar- 
ried May  28th,  1S67.  to  Mary  E.  Johnson,  of  Wilson, 
by  occuiKUion  he  is  a painter  and  a mouMer. 

Oiis  er  P.  Lockwood  is  an  enterprising  farmer,  located 
on  lot  52,  near  the  Youngstown  road.  He  is  a son  of 
Samtie!  Loc.swood,  a native  of  Seneca  county,  X.  V..  who 
settled  in  Xewfane  in  1828,  where  he  died  in  1876. 
01i\er  P.  w as  married  in  1855,  to  Mars'  A.  Cole,  of  Xew- 
tCine,  a nati'c  of  Xew  Jersey.  Post-oltice  adtlress,  Olcott, 
X.  V. 

(iuy  ^V.  Loomis  was  born  in  Litchfiekl  count)-,  Conn., 
in  1S06.  Flis  father,  d'imothy.  also  a n.itive  of  Connecti- 
cut, wa.-i  born  in  J770.  He  emigrated  to  Riga,  Monroe 
county,  in  1812,  and  was  one  of  the  s’oluntc-ers  to  r.‘[)el 
the  british  at  the  time  of  tiie  burning  of  buffalo,  lle 
dicd  in  Riga  in  1842.  His  widow  is  still  living,  at  the  age 
Ol  95,  Cu)-  ’.V.  was  married  in  1841,  to  CaUst  i F rost,  of 
(7olumi.ua  ccmnts',  .N’.  Y.  lie  came  to  Wilson  in  1830, 
and  locatei.i  on  lot  Xc.  7c.  just  east  of  the  Slash  r-j.ad. 
where  lie  .-.til!  roidcs. 

James  .\L  Mc-r.-e  was  bom  in  Xew  York  city,  Janu.arv 
17th,  i8f-  He  was  ilie  youngest  of  a family  of  elesen 
th.iidrcii.  Mis  fatiu-r  was  a iuui\e  of  En-aland.  and 
cam.,-  to  New  York  wh.rn  a young  man,  wlmre  h-r  -was 
cnii/!o)ed  m cabinet-makmg.  Soon  after  tlie  luYpn  of  his 
)'oun_'. 't  .-(.m  lie  aa.-nt  upon  a viw-age  for  his  he-.Itli  .'.ml 
v.-;-is  i./s!  at  sea.  In  1819  .Mr.  '.birse’s  mother  renu-'  -^-d 
With  lur  i-irge  f-imll)  to  W .I'hin.ii.m  cuun!-,,  \,  .iml 
lioi.i  I'l-erc  !.■  tbici  hi  m iSj  i.  v.iier-..  U.c)  rein.,iiie>i  ei-. '.’en 
)’cars,  .ificr  .-.liuli  li-.e-r  wen:  ti-  -b-h.-ans  rcimtv.  i i ■, 
m.oilii.r  sul -se< pueut !)■  '.vent  to  b.it-ivi.i,  wimre  4ie  died  in 
i-\i7,  age'll  5 t )var>.  In  1 8.jO  Mr.  .Morse  <'.ini-e  t<o  W iF.o.i, 
piir<  Iciscii  acres  '-i  lanP  on  hu  o<;.  s!  'sh  '■o.iii,  ami 


began  making  for  himself  a ].ermaneiu  borne-.  To  - 
he  siilise-ipiently  added  50  acres  nmre.  ( )n  \!.,v  ,i:  , 
1848,  he  married  S.tr.di  laicor,  of  Rushville.  Yates  < o-i;.-  . 
X.  Y.  Ti'e  early  life  of  Mr.  Morse  was  one  of  hard'C,. 
priration  e,nd  criielt)'.  Having  been  bound  as  am  .ippren- 
tice,  to  a cruel  master,  he  was  com[)elled  to  hibor  bi-\ond 
his  strength  and  suffer  much  unkind  treatment,  but  '.;.u  _■ 
and  courage  never  failed  him.  Flis  release  at  last  < am-.-, 
he  grew  to  be  his  own  master,  and  by  patient  indu-trv 
and  economv  has  gained  a (inc  home  and  a splendid  > ou;- 
petence  in  a pleasant  and  productive  localitv.  Hispe.r- 
trait,  and  that  of  his  wife,  together  with  an  ilh:slra‘:"n  > -’ 
their  beautiful  residence  and  s'arroundings,  mav  be  'e-s.. 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Sewal'l  b.  Miller  was  born  in  Littleton,  X.  H.,  in 
and  came  to  Wilson  with  hi.s  father's  family  in  1834.  li-.. 

married  Carrdine  .-V,  Xewman,  of  I futcliess  count v,  .N.'k,, 
in  1849.  Fie  purchased  and  located  on  his  present  :.:r.  . 
i cn  lot  Xo.  Sr,  Slash  road,  in  1850.  He  was  commissi, ,ne8. 

I lieutenant  of  militia  by  (lovernor  King,  in  1837,  and  pr-.- 

I moteJ  to  a cajitaincy  by  Governor  Fenton,  in  ,8&7. 

I David  FI.  McDonald  is  by  occupation  a farmer,  an,i  i' 

I a native  of  Onondaga  county,  X.  Y’.,  where  he  was  brnn 
I in  1S30.  He  came  to  M'ilson  in  1839.  Post-otTce  addre-^-. 
C'lcott,  N.Y. 

j William,  FI.  Miller  wa.s  born  in  Jonesville.  Micli.,  Ac- 
j gust  19th,  1849.  came  to  Wilson  in  [S51,  and  U;a’-- 

I rled  I-llla  Colbath,  of  Wilson,  F'el'ruary  21st,  1S76.  He 

! is  a farmer  and  resides  near  Wilson  village. 

! William  H.  .Mudge  was  born  in  \’crmont,  Janinarv 
22nd.  iSt6,  and  emigrated  to  Xiagara  county  in  1827. 
He  now  resides  near  Wilson  village,  and  is  engaged  m 
farming. 

S.  Mi.v  i.s  a native  of  Wilson,  and  a life-long  residen: 
the  town.  Fie  was  born  July  2ist.  rSgo.  He  lives  on  a 
fine  farm  on  lot  Xo.  79,  Slash  road. 

James  M.  Xewman  was  born  in  Romalus,  Senec-. 
i county,  in  1S12.  In  1815  his  father,  Xaihaniel  Xcv  ;r...". 
with  his  family,  came  to  Xiagara  county.  an..l  l-wateL.  T, 
Porter.  Air.  Xewnuin  'was  married  in  T'^48  to  Rv.->.r-‘. 
Miller,  of  Vermont,  wi'io  died  in  Julv.  ’-•''77.  He  has  : .77 
; Several  tow  n oilic  cs.  He  was  commissioned  a lie’Lit : 

I of  militia  in  1858,  ami  j-romnted  to  the  rank  of  cap  " 

I by  Governor  Morgan  i,'  188:.  He  is  a farmer. 

, resides  on  Ht  Xo.  63,  Lake  road. 

' Curtis  Pettit  wa^  born  in  l-'nlton  countv,  X.  Y.. 

' 1S06.  He  emigrated  to  ^^'l!son  in  1832.  an.-;'  ip  crm| 

with  iii-^  Imither  .Mexander  purcltasevi  a farm  of  13 
acres  on  lot  .\(2.  ; 1.  Yo'ing'ti.>wn  roavi.  Tht-y  aftv'r"  . 
Iiought  too  acres  more,  atljcuning.  Th,i>  farm  '.v,;.'  - ' - 
■ >e'pienllv  divi>levl  between  them  Mr.  Pettit  L::;'.’  ' 

lii-'t  sol'K'ioi-hous,-  frame  in  tli.--trict  Xo.  4,  kt  1 8 ii, 

■u.c-,  m.irried  in  H4-I  t<>  iLirnei  Starkw , a: : ■ r,  fiv.-n  ' 
I’-ccui-ut.  He  w-.i-^  elci’ted  suoci-v  i>nr  (.f  W’i-.  m in 
\L---.  :■  .L  - Pt 

.ino  I ,.u:  w. I - . ’ 

^'oung^t(.w  n road,  ahere  he  still  resides,  ictv  ir.g  le.  ’ 
up  the  larm  irom  .1  w ihh.-rness.  He  'x  is  m r-  . ; ■ 

.\lari.i  L,  AnU'ir*  uu  ,if  ( Miomi.-i . i ,\  \ ' 
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III  i'i;2  Mr.  l\air  'nuilt  the  l^•■^t  r'r.uiu:  hoiiM.-  in  ilie 
ne.'eiiboil'.iriii.  IIM  uas  do;icd  siiiftTvisor  ot  Wil.son  in 
i^4n  and  a^aain  in.  185  ;,  and  luis  held  oth>.T  tovvn  ofrircs. 
He  ha>  been  a mainhcr  of  the  I!a|>ti->t  church  >iiu  e 1S3.4. 
and  deacon  Min  e 1^35. 

Win.  ( >,  Teltit  ^va^>  born  in  Broadnlbin,  Montgomery 
countv(nn\v  in  Fulton  counlv),  in  1S20,  and  came  to 
Wil-on  with  hi>  t.ither,  S.uuiiel  I’ettit.  and  hi^  t'amiiv,  in 
iS;j,  II;  \\.i>  marrieil  to  Nanev  M.  Newman  in  In'lini- 
ar\.  T:  i he  iio.aght  and  located  on  the  farm 

aiicn-  :c;  mca  reMdes,  on  lot  No.  72.  \'onng'^lown  road. 
He  \va.^  !o-'r  lieinciiant  of  light  artillery  under  the  old 
m''.;r:irv  !.■■■.•>,  and  ss  a member  ot  lire  \Wlson  masonic 
lodge,  of  wh’.ch  lu:  has  been  master. 

In.'orge  Tetiit  nas  born  in  Galway.  Saratoga  county, 
.N'  V.,  Kcbrmirv  6ih,  1S25.  He  came  to  ^Vilson  in  Novem- 
ber, 1842.  from  I.eonax,  .Madison  county,  N.  V.,  and  was 
married  to  .Ann  L.  i’ease,  of  Wilson,  February  6th,  1S50. 
He  has  owned  four  different  farms  in  this  town.  He 
was  postmastei  at  Wilson  under  Filrnore's  administration. 
He  was  a commercial  traveler  from  1S55  to  1875,  since 
which  he  h.as  followed  farming. 

George  T.  Parker  was  liorn  June  loth,  1S24,  in  Clar- 
enden,  Vt..  removed  to  Wilson  in  1S44,  and  located 
where  he  now  resides,  on  lot  No.  21,  Randall  road,  in 
1S65.  Post-office  address,  North  Ridge. 

Loren.io  .N.  Pratt  was  born  in  Wilson,  in  1S31,  and  was 
married  to  Mary  jane  Stickler,  of  Newf.ane,  in  1856.  He 
enlisted  m Augu.-t,  1861,  in  Comjiany  M,  ist  N.  Y.  bat- 
ter^'.  He  participated  in  22  engagements,  and  was  dis- 
charged in  1865.  Air.  Pratt  owns  and  occupies  the  farm 
where  Ins  father,  Calvin  Pratt,  located  in  1834,  lot  No.  82, 
A'oungsrown  road.  His  grandfather,  Nathan,  settled  on 
the  'Town  Line  road  in  1817,  cutting  his  own  road  to  his 
new  [dace. 

Enoth  Pease  was  born  in  Parsonslield,  Me.,  January 
12th,  1795,  '-'ame  to  Niagara  county  with  his  father's  fam- 
ily in  the  winter  of  1S07,  and  settled  in  Newfane.  near 
where  A’an  Horn’s  mill  was  built,  two  vears  later.  Here 
their  home  n-a.?  burned  by  the  British  in  1813.  Enoch’s 
youngiT  lirutlier,  Nathaniel,  was  the  boy  who  rolled  the 
barrels  of  ilour  out  of  th.e  mill  before  it  was  destroved. 
Mr.  Pease  settled  in  ^Vllson  in  Alay,  1S36,  on  lot  No.  91, 
on  tile  l.uke  shore,  where  he  still  resides. 

Chn.stopluT  Palmer  was  born  in  Hampton,  Conn., 
iseptember  7;h,  1789,  where  he  sened.  an  ap[irenticeshi[> 
at  wagon  m.iking.  At  the  age  of  iS  lie  married,  '\\'ealthy 
bilmson.  a natiie  of  the  same  place,  who  was  born 
M.inli  loth.  1792.  In  rSo8  he  I'.'onl  to  Exeter.  ()tsego 
county,  \surked  .it  his  trade  a few  years,  and  then  pur- 
ch:ist.ii  a t.'.rm  in  the  same  Icwiiship  a.nd  tummemed, 
!;inmn.;4.  In  is  54  he  sold  this  tarm  and.  rciiioi  t.-d.  to 
Wilson,  v.iiere  he  boug'u  a farm  on  lot  g.'.-i  u]>on  which  a 
-mall  impi'i  c,  .■iiii.MU  inu!  !m;cii  ciimim-m  cd  mu!  a !oe  house 
0.1. ii,  Inil  oiiiv  oin.-mnn  out  irom  ihv.  \ o!ii-|_;>. 

t'.iw  I!  ro.i.!  ic  i'iui4  !()  it.  iicie  iw  ix-rn'inci  nn'.d  liic 
deatii  ol  in-,  wile,  Hecemher  23rd,  1802.  I'ijen  he  soldi 
Ins  f.irm  to  h.is  smi  Ri.’uben,  ami  in  lunc,  1804,  auam 
nupr.  di  ami  rcmovcil  lo  Wdison  \dl.i,e.  .\t  his  c-arh. 
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liome  in  Wilson  he  established  regular  [irayer  nmclm.-s, 
which  at  length  developed  into  meetings  for  oiibiii  w,,;- 
sliip  and  [ireaching,  followed  by  a gener.il  revii.d,  ulc,  ’. 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a chun  h in  ih.it  \ i<  iniiv. 
He  was  early  in  life  elected  to  the  office  of  de.u  on  in  tin- 
Baptist  church,  and  as  a Christian  and  office  !'e..rcr.  lie 
was  alwai's  beloved,  esteemed  and  resperte-1.  Ib^  w i, 
member  of  the  Wilson  Bajitist  church  at  the  dm,;  .c  '.d 
death,  whu  h occurred  .V’u  li  20th,  i ''70.  ami  dee;  :v 
mourned  both  b\'  church  and  oummunitv. 

Reuben  Palmer,  his  son,  was  born  in  Exeter.  Ot-cao 
county,  N.  Y..  .March  5th,  1812,  -and  came  to  WiU(;n 
with  his  ’parents  in  1834.  He  married  .Marv  Lme  .Smith- 
son  .\pri!  Sth.  1846.  and  in  the  spiring  o:  1847  located  on 
a farm  of  71  acres  on  the  north  jcirt  of  lot  No,  gi,.  H . 
wife  was  born  in  Houdon,  England,  February  2ih1.  i.'.i, 
and  c.tme  to  this  country  in  1S27.  Soon  after  their 
arrival  here  both  her  parents  died,  being  buried  at  tlie 
same  time  and  in  one  grave,  when  she  w as  adoiited  into 
the  family  of  Jacob  .Moote,  of  Porter,  Niagara  ( ountv. 
Reuben  Palmer  remained  on  lot  39  two  years,  when  lie 
sold  his  farm  and  purchased  100  acres  adjoining  his 
father’s  farm  on  lot  38.  In  the  sjiringof  1S63  he  buuuh'. 
of  his  father  the  old  homestead  of  166  acres,  lo  which  hi. 
immediately  removed  and  where  he  still  continues  10 
reside.  .Vt  the  age  of  sixteen  he  made  a 'public  jiroic-- 
sion  of  religion  and  connected  liimself  with  the  B.uiiisi 
denomination.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Wilson  lie  ’.mited 
with  the  Baptist  church  of  Porter.  In  18.4 1 he  volunt.triA 
severed  his  connection  with  this  denomination  and  joinedi 
the  Presbyterian  church  at  Youngstown,  where  he  was 
soon  after  elected  a ruling  elder,  in  whii  h.  capacit}'  h.,- 
still  continues  to  serve.  He  has  t'wo  sons  and  two  dangi-.- 
ters  who  still  remain  at  their  father’s  home,  a comfort  and 
support  to  their  parents  in  their  declining  years.  .Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Palmer’s  portraits,  together  with  a re[)r;senr  1- 
tion  of  their  home  and  surroundings,  may  be  seen 
another  p.age  of  this  work. 

Enoch  Sanborn,  son  of  Hon.  L.  R.  Sanborn,  was  Ihu;' 
in  Sanborn,  Niagara  conntv,  N.  Y.,  June  Otli.  1854.  He 
married  .\ddie  M.  Dodge,  of  Sanborn,  October  2'ti.. 
1874,  came  to  Wilson  in  the  spring  of  1S75,  and  i"ca',e'l 
on  lot  No.  14.  Daniels  road,  where  he  erected  the  iir^: 
and  only  cheese  factory  in  tiie  town,  known  .as  t’ne  "’A  il- 
Cheese  hactorw"  It  is' of  wood.  24  b\'  56  leet  in  si/c. 
and  2 stories  higii.  It  contains  two  vats,  heated  by -te.Uii. 
and  one  gang  press.  Mr.  Sanborn  cunimem  cd  tl’e  ncm- 
ufacture  of  cheese  June  7th,  1875.  He  made  40.020 
that  season,  45.000  lbs.  in  1876.  50.000  lbs.  in  i>7  7.  ■ 
will  turn  out  at  least  75.000  llis.  for  i.'^-.>.  lie  ; 
tical  diee'e-maker  and  sujierinlends  the  Iw-ir,.--  1.1  : ■ 
son.  He  alsu  keeps  a stock  of  family  eroiprie-  ■ c.,i 
plie-  in  comu-i  tion  with  his  f.ictorw 

.■sil.-is  P.  Smiiii  was  born  in  N’.nvfane  in  i.':i.  'cd, 

b(c:_c;  i.  . . f.o'm  in  \-  ^ .,  .;i  0 t 

It  li.is  cigiil  acres  of  fruit  on  it. 

ilomcr  Sw  ii  k w as  born  in  Gove'nt,  Sen-c.'.  co.; 

\ . Y , J ;’V 'I  V .: -’d.  I'Gp.  Ilemove'lio  I i-d-:!-;'  ' ' '■ 


REUBEN  PALMER  MRS. REUBEN  PALMER 
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